German Society ignores
Students’ Union advice,
moves event off-campus

Controversial event shunted to luxury hotel
after School issues security concerns

Lauren Fedor
Sachin Patel
Oliver Wiseman

A debate organised by the LSE Students’
Union German Society was moved off-
campus on Monday evening, against
Students’ Union recommendations to
postpone the event, after at least fifty
demonstrators gathered outside the origi-
nal venue in protest of one of the invited
panelists.

The decision to move the debate from
the Hong Kong Theatre to the Waldorf
Hilton on Aldwych, made minutes before
the event’s originally-scheduled start time
of 6PM, came after LSE Security, the Stu-
dents’ Union, and the Free Speech Group
expressed concerns about security.

The event eventually began at 7:20PM.

In an email sent to the German Soci-
ety on Monday evening at 7PM, Students’
Union General Secretary Charlotte Gerada
made clear the Students’ Union’s position.

“The School and the LSE Students’
Union has advised that the German
Society uphold the decision to postpone
tonight's event, and that you do not
relocate off campus this evening”, Gerada
wrote, adding the Students’ Union was
concerned the event could “compromise
the safety and security of LSE students
and staff”.

“Despite this advice, you and your
committee colleagues have chosen to
ignore possible implications of relocation
this evening,” Gerada wrote.

Gerada reminded society members
that as a Students’ Union organisation,
they were responsible for upholding the
Students’ Union Constitution and Activi-
ties By-Laws.

The event first attracted controversy

last week, when more than 100 German
university students in the UK signed

an open letter criticising the German
Society’s decision to invite Dr. Thilo
Sarrazin-an economist and writer who
has been criticised for allegedly mak-
ing both Islamophobic and anti-Semitic
comments—to participate in a debate on
integration in the West. The debate was
part of the society’s annual symposium.

“We are vehemently opposed to the
integration debate ... it draws on these
provocateurs instead of on acknowledged
experts”, the students said in the letter,
adding a debate on such a topic must
be “future-oriented” and “conducted
rationally, us[ing] the findings of scientific
research”. =~

Sarrazin, who previously served as
aboard member of the German central
bank, attracted considerable ire last year '
when, in his best-selling book Deutsch-
land schafft sich ab (Germany does away
with itself), he claimed Germany’s im-
migrant Muslim population is reluctant
to integrate and has a lower level of intel-
ligence than native Germans have. Sar-
razin has also been quoted as suggesting
“Eastern European Jews” are 15 per cent
more intelligent than native Germans—a
comment that was quickly decried by the
head of the country’s Central Council of
Jews.

Hero Austin, Community and Welfare
Officer at the LSE Students’ Union, told
the Beaver on Monday night that though
the event was set to go ahead as of Friday,
the situation “changed over the weekend”.
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Crimeon

Shrina Poojara
Senior Reporter

The number of reported crimes at the

LSE is at a thirteen-year low, according

to statistics released last week by LSE
Security, Reception and Porters. The crime
rate at the School is at its lowest since
1998, the first year the LSE published such
statistics.

132 crimes were reported at the School
in 2010, down from 151 in 2009, according
to LSE Security.

The crime statistics include, but are
not limited to, assault, theft and criminal
damage.

Campus locations with the highest
level of crime are the Old Building, the
Three Tuns, the Garrick and the British
Library of Political and Economic Science,
according to the statistics. OTHER - sort
tomorrow

Postgraduates account for the highest
proportion of crime victims, making up 42
per cent of those who have fallen victim
to crime. 29 per cent of the victims were

—tom x

undergraduates, followed by staff, School
employees and visitors, at 14, 7 and 7 per
cent respectively.

There were two reported assaults on
the LSE campus in 2010, compared to five
assaults in 2009, according to the statis-
tics. There were no on-campus robberies
in either 2010 or 2009.

LSE Security said the most-prevalent
crime at the School is theft of personal
property from communal areas. There
were thirty-six such reported crimes in
2010, on par with the figure from 2009.

The LSE’s Head of Security Paul
Thornbury said the prevalence of theft in
communal areas is the result of the LSE
being “one of the few inner-city higher
education institutions that retains an
‘open access’ policy across much of the
campus”. Though he said this is important
to maintain the “collegiate atmosphere”
of the School, Thornbury added, “This
does mean that we are more vulnerable to
opportunistic criminal activity than other
institutions with stricter access control”’

“The open access feel at the LSE is
great because you don't feel like there are
any restrictions”, Palomie Patel, a second-

Full story, page 3

Students hand over a petition to the Democracy Commiittee calling for
a student strike in solidarity with lecturers and academics

»

lowest in a decade

year economics undergraduate, told the
Beaver, adding, “However, it is worrying
to think that just by one person being
careless with their possessions in once
incidence, a criminal is likely to return for
the prospect of other opportunities””

Thornbury agreed, saying, “We are
all responsible for ensuring we aren’t in-
creasing criminal opportunity on campus.
In particular, staff and students should
be conscious not to leave high value elec-
tronic items unsecured in campus cafés,
public areas or offices”.

Bicycle theft also accounts for much of
the reported crime at the School, though
the number of reported bicycle thefts has
decreased substantially, from forty-six
incidents in 2009 to thirty-five in 2010.

LSE Security began working with
neighbourhood police following a surge
of bicycle thefts in the Michaelmas Term
0f 2009. The estimated cash loss from
the theft of bicycles in 2010 was £12,544,
compared with £14,673 in 2009, indicat-
ing students are bringing more valuable
bicycles to campus than in previous years.

The estimated cash loss from the theft
of personal property, excluding bicycles, in

-

2010 was £35,234, compared with £36,807
in 2009. A spokesperson for LSE Secu-
rity told the Beaver the figure suggests
amarked decrease in theft of personal
property, considering the expected value
of personal property brought onto campus
increases year on year.

While the estimated cash loss
from theft of personal property, school
property, school information technology
equipment, and bicycles declined from
2009 to 2010, the estimated cash loss from
criminal damage increased, from £1,870 in
2009 to £10,450 in 2010.
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Students suffer
after bursary
delays

Lauren Fedor

i

Administrative errors have left more than
150 LSE students without their bursary
payments for the Lent Term.

Atleast 800 students at the LSE are
awarded bursaries based on financial need
each year. The bursaries are paid in instal-
ments at the start of each term by the
Student Loans Company (SLC), a public
sector organisation that provides financial
services, in terms of loans and grants, to
students at colleges and universities in
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and
Wales.

Sue Plater, financial support manager
at the School, said LSE Student Services
only learned the Lent Term instalments
had notyet been paid last Wednesday, gth
February, after students voiced concerns
and the LSE contacted the SLC.

“The SLC have confirmed that itwas
their system at fault, relating to the ‘con-
firmation of attendance’”, Plater said.

A the end of January, students ap-
proached the financial support team, say-
ing their bursaries had not yet been paid,
Plater said, adding the School received
areport on the status of all bursaries on
Monday, 7th February, at which point the
“status of all bursaries and the scale of the
non-payments became apparent”.

Plater said the LSE contacted the SLC
on Tuesday, 8th February. The SLC con-
firmed that “there was a technical problem
in their system”, Plater said, telling the
School they would take “action to deal
with it the following day”.

In an email sent last Wednesday, gth
February, to students still awaiting their
bursaries, LSE Registry, which is part
of the Student Services Centre and is
responsible for creating and maintain-
ing the student record, told students the
problem in payments affects students
with surnames beginning with letters “s”
through to “z".

The Financial Support and Registry
teams are working with the Fees Office
to resolve the problem, according to the
email.

The email said students should receive
their payments by the end of the month,
noting, “We have been informed by Stu-
dent Finance that your Lent Term Bursary
payment will be in your bank account by
21st February, 2011".

Plater told the Beaver though the LSE
expects the bursaries will be paid by the
21st, the School plans to continue to check
with the SLC, and will update its website
accordingly if the date changes.

The email encouraged students who
are “experiencing financial hardship” as a
result of the delay in their bursary to con-
tact the Financial Support Office, which is
a part of the LSE’s Student Services Centre
and responsible for administering School
funds, as well as scholarships, student-
ships, prizes and awards.

And while residence fees for the
Lent Term were due by the end of Week
2, Plater said that if any students needs
to delay rent payments, they can contact
Financial Support, who will work with
LSE Accommodation to ensure students’
housing.

continues on
page4
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Middle East Centre - right to print

is newspaper prints a large
umber of stories regarding ac-
tions, opinions and campaigns
that we support neither tacitly
nor vocally. Where a conclusive
stance is located, it exists solely within the
confines of an editorial, such as this one. .
As readers will doubtless have noticed, in-
numerable column inches last term were
devoted to the Students’ Union’s ‘Freeze
the Fees’ campaign, the endeavours of
which we successfully predicted would be
predominantly fruitless. Clearly, however,
our hounding of the campaigners’ every
movement did not obfuscate our edito-
rial position or give greater credence to

| their arguments. Nowhere in our news

coverage could a judgement regarding the
plausibility of different parties’ senti-
ments have been inferred.

Last week, we published an objective
and overwhelmingly fact-based article
(“Report raises questions over Middle
East Centre management”, 8th February),
which wrote of the publication of a report
from the organisation Student Rights, who
aim to counter extremism on campus. We
did not pass judgement on the merits of
this report — mainly because we believe
such merits are hard to find - but we be-
lieved it was in the interests of our readers
to learn of the facts, and independently
arrive at a conclusion (unlike some of our
comrade-chums, we do not relish ram-
ming beliefs down people’s throats). This
was a decision we stand by, even though
the article’s misinterpretation has neces-
sitated this clarification.

. We do not wish to write off Student
Rights as a “partisan” and “narrow”-
minded organisation, as Mr. Cushman of

the University College Union suggests we
should, and we also believe the valuation
of the Middle East Centre should be based
primarily on the research it conducts.
Consequently, we welcome the inclusive
comments made by Dr. John Chalcraft
and Professor John Sidel, both of whom
sit on the centre’s management commit-
tee, and we look forward to reporting on
the centre’s output in the years to come.
But to suggest that our previous editorial
decision makes us even partly culpable for
bullying tactics and a culture of intimida-
tion is to play us, and more importantly
our readers, for fools. As evidenced before,
we believe in a plurality of opinion, in the
hope that the right opinion will be drawm
in the final analysis.

‘We hope the majority of our readers
took the article for what it was: the con-
veying of facts in a logical and impartial
manner. If you wish to learn of our stance,
if you can call it that, on the Israel-
Palestine debate, you would be advised
to read an earlier editorial of ours (“This
is the only way we can participate”, 18th
January). o

Union Basho
Don’t blame the tech —

Last week’s recordings
show us that the best part of
UGM's the end.

Basho is committed to attending UGM. He
usually makes an appearance just before it
ends, but was caught out last week when it
ended even earlier than usual.

'ominations for this term’s
Students’ Union elections
opened on Monday; at time
of going to press the identi-
ties of students registering
their candidacy could not be gauged.
Much rumour and gossip follow these
election races, and for students new to the
School, this flurry of electioneering can
seem bewildering and isolationist.
No matter. This newspaper’s coverage
of the season is rebom anew with intrepid
blogging, tweeting and assorted merri-

ment. Already, plans have been hatched to |

make our live results night broadcast an
even greater manifestation of organised
chaos than previously.

To those who regard these next few
weeks with a snarky dose of cynicism,
we can recommend the ideal remedy —
continual adhesion to our election blog
(http://e11ect.wordpress.com), which
will cut through the cliques and serve up
what’s hot as soon as our correspondents
can stumble over to a computer terminal
(or BlackBerry, or iPad).

Given the close ties LSE students seek |

to form with political institutions in the
world at large, it is often surprising how
disengaged we can be with politics writ
small. Thé stakes may seem small but, as
the Columbia academic Wallace Stanley
Sayre intimated, this is precisely why
they’re so much fun.

East Building
LSE Students’ Union
London WC2A 2AE
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| Gest; Ira Goldstein; Mira Hammad; Aula Hariri;

Poorna Harjani; Yisum Heneghon; Charlie
Hodgson; Tahiya Islam; Harriet Jackson; Judith
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Lui; Nizar Manek; Filipe Henriques Martins;
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Weir; Chris Westgarth; Sam Williams; Matthew
Willis; Chris Wilkins; Oliver Wiseman; Natalie
Wong; Vincent Wong; David Woodbridge; Dan-
iel Yates; Alexander Young; Calum Young; Sofia
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The Collective is The Beaver’s governing
body. You must have contributed three
pieces of work, or contributed to the
production of three issues of the paper
(editorially or administratively), to qualify
for membership. If you believeyou are a
Collective member but your name is not on

the list above, please email
Luke Smolinski
collective@thel line.co.uk

Think you can
write like
Bernard
Levin?
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Mehek Zafar

The future of the LSE Students’ Union
Shop, which is currently located in the
East Building, has been called into ques-
tion after the School announced plans

to redevelop the East Building and Clare
Market after the opening of the New Stu-
dents’ Centre in 2013.

“It is highly likely that the current
location of the shop on Houghton Street
will change due to the opening of the New
Student Centre and the redevelopment of
the East Building”, Martin Laws, the Stu-
dents’ Union head of commercial services,
told the Beaver.

Students’ Union General Secretary
Charlotte Gerada also said the shop on
Houghton Street will be relocated, but said
she is unable to give a definite answer as
to the exact location of the move. )

During the 2009-10 academic year,
the shop generated £148,000 in revenue.
This revenue funds Students’ Union
activities, such as societies, the Athletics
Union and campaigning.

The shop provides a significant
source of funding for the Students’ Union,
impacting many of its activities. Any
changes in the revenue generated will

From top: the current SU shop in the Eas
Building, the New Students’ Centre|

affect the Union'’s capacity to source the
Students’ Union activities.

And some students are concerned a
change in the shop’s location could affect
revenue. Houghton Street is a centre of
student activity at the LSE. A move to
another location, where foot traffic may be
less frequent, could negatively impact the
shop’s income.

Representatives from the Students’
Union and LSE Estates are currently
negotiating with Andy Farrell, the School’s
finance director, to determine the best
possible location for the shop. Such a
decision includes various commercial
considerations, as well as addressing
issues about accessibility, and student
convenience.

But Gerada said she is hopeful about
any potential move. She told the Beaver
that with the opening of the New Stu-
dents’ Centre, the “orientation of campus
is likely to change substantially, and the
current shop location might not be the
most convenient place for students”.

Laws said he is similarly optimistic
about a move.

“I'would expect that a change of
location could only improve the revenue
generated by the shop as we will be able to
tailor our offer to current needs”, he said.

Union officials sit down
with Border Agency head

Oliver Wiseman

LSE and Students’ Union cooperation
against government proposals to restrict
the availability of post-study visas contin-
ued last week, with participation in gov-
ernment consultations on the proposal.

The LSE and the Students’ Union
continued to cooperate against the
government's proposed changes to post-
study work visas last week, meeting with
government officials and submitting their
feedback on the proposals.

School and Students’ Union officials
raised concerns over the implications
of a change to post-study visa policy in
a meeting with Matthew Coats, head of
immigration at the United Kingdom Bor-
ders Agency (UKBA) and LSE alumnus.
Coats first met with LSE Director Howard
Davies and Academic Registrar Simeon
Underwood, among other members of the
LSE’s management, talking to Students’
Union International Officer, Michael Lok,
International Officer Daniel Kroop and
seven students selected to represent the
student body’s demographics.

Speaking to the Beaver, Kroop de-
scribed a meeting in which Coats “took a
lot onboard.”

“Whether or not that translates in to
policy is another matter. Ultimately the
minister decides which policy to adopt”,
Kroop said. “Nonetheless, [Coats] admit-
ted he couldn’t argue with some of what
we said”.

Kroop said Coats was particularly
receptive to the students’ assertion of the
value of international students to the Brit-
ish economy, estimated by the Guardian
to be £8 billion.

Coats also told the students that
consultations with City firms, who employ
significant numbers of LSE graduates,
have revealed the firms echo the School’s
concerns on the post study work visas.

. The firms emphasised the importance of

employing an international and flexible
workforce, Coats said.

The School’s participation in the gov-
ernment’s consultation also took written
form. Julie Allen, who is responsible for
visas in the Academic Registrar’s office,
submitted a consultation response to

the UKBA, on behalf of the School. The
submission highlights the importance the
School places on the current post study
work visa system.

“The School strongly opposes the
proposal to close off the Post Study Work
route entirely” Allen wrote. “Itis clear
to us that the possibility of a post study
work visa is a strong factor in the choice
many of our students make to come to the
UK, rather than going, for example, to the
United States or Australia”.

The submission referenced the
School’s survey of students from earlier
this term, which underlined the impor-
tance of post study work visas for LSE
students, as the School is the UK’s most-
international university.

Allen noted that 38 per cent of stu-
dents that responded as high for a survey
of this kind. Of the respondents, 61 per
cent described post study visas as a factor
in their decision to study at the LSE.

Kroop told the Beaver he was pleased
by the Students’ Union'’s cooperation with
the school.

“As a left-of-centre activist, | am
happy to say the School and I are on the
same page”, Kroop said.

But the Postgraduate Officer also said
there are differences between the School
and the Students’ Union’s approaches.

Kroop said the Students’ Union is
making a broader argument, not only
about issues directly effecting the school,
but also about the wider debate about
“multiculturalism and opposing a govern-
ment belittling people by appealing to the
worst in people”.

He said he understood the School’s
more campus-specific approach, focusing
on a “more explicitly rational argument”,
given their more “limited resources”.

Kroop and Lok, who cooperate regu-
larly on the Students’ Union Defending
Global Education campaign, plan to keep
the issue on the agenda with a number
of forthcoming projects. Possible events
include an “I Am International” stall,
emphasising the merits of an diverse
student body and a debate on immigration
held in collaboration with the Goldsmith
Students’ Union.

RAG WEEK CHARITIES PROFILED —

St. Mungo's is a charity primarily concerned with aiding the homeless in London. The
charity takes a holistic approach by dealing not only with those currently homeless, but
also those who are likely to be become so. Their skills and employment services comple-
ment emergency shelters and the like in aiding recovery from homelessness.

Women for Women International works with socially excluded women in eight countries
where war and conflict are rife. Women are enrolled in a twelve-month programme and
taught job-based skills (such as numeracy and literacy) in order to overcome their exclu-

sion.

African Street Children Organisation works with disadvantaged children between the
ages of six and sixteen in the Ugandan town of Jinja, providing twenty-three them with
accommodation as well as education in literacy, numeracy and traditional arts and

crafts.

Emergency General Meeting to decide on solidarity strike

Sachin Patel

Over 300 students have signed a peti-
tion calling for an Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM) to debate whether the
LSE Students’ Union should back a strike
in solidarity with the University and Col-
lege Union (UCU).

At a meeting of the Students’ Union’s
Democracy Committee on Monday
afternoon, the petition’s organisers
handed over their emergency motion,
which also calls upon the Students’ Union
to “support industrial action by campus
unions against austerity measures”. The
EGM is slated to take place this Thursday,
17th February, during the hour before the
Union General Meeting (UGM), at which
LSE Director Howard Davies is set to
speak.

UCU members are expected to vote on
a strike later on this month, ostensibly in
response to proposed changes that could
allegedly “threaten the jobs, pensions and
working conditions of university staff”,
according to the emergency motion’s
authors. Critics of such changes say they
will make it easier for higher education

CM K

institutions to cut jobs and services.

Robin Burrett, a PhD candidate in
the LSE’s sociology department, told the
Beaver the proposed solidarity strike was
“not about the professors who we never
see — it’s about young academics who
churn out research and are just used and
used by universities”.

The emergency motion notes 114
senior management staff members at the
LSE earn over £100,000 per annum.

Burrett said the academics’ position
was “already precarious”, but acknowl-
edged the true purpose of the strike was to
protest against austerity cuts.

“But that would break trade union
laws,” he added.

Students’ Union Education Officer
Ashok Kumar agreed, telling the Beaver
the lecturers’ “fight for job security is actu-
ally a fight back against cuts”.

“This is something that all students
should feel passionately about, If the
proposed cuts to teaching staff go through,
generations of students will be forced to
pay more for less”, he added.

The proposed students’ strike is
intended to reciprocate the support UCU
members gave students during demon-
strations throughout the Michaelmas

Term, Kumar added.

“When students marched, occupied
and confronted our government against
fee rises, the lecturers stood firmly by
our side,” Kumar said, adding, “Now, we
should stand with them when they are
fighting for the future of higher education
funding.’

A student-led occupation of the Vera
Anstey suite, which took place last De-
cember, garnered the support of four LSE
departments and 130 faculty members.
Among the faculty members, nineteen
staff members from the Department of
Philosophy, Logic and Scientific Method
signed a letter “credit[ing] the students
of the occupation for their proactive
organising and continued dedication to
forestalling [changes to higher education
funding]”.

Now, proposers of the motion want
the Students’ Union to call for a student
strike on the day of any UCU-balloted
industrial action. Moreover, they are ask-
ing the Students’ Union to organise “the
maximum possible mobilisation” among
students on a march led by the Trades
Union Congress (TUC), set to take place
on 26th March.

Student reaction to the petition has

been generally positive.

Second-year history undergraduate
Emma Kelly told the Beaver it was “im-
portant for students to show solidarity”
with lecturers.

Other students said it was important
to encourage debate about the issue.

Third-year law undergraduate Phyllis
Lui told the Beaver, “Although I am uncer-
tain about the motion itself, I believe the

“ call for the EGM is right”’

“Both sides should be allowed to voice
their concerns so that when people vote,
they are able to make an informed deci-
sion”, Lui added.

In the run-up to the EGM, campaign-
ers are holding a “Teach Out” on Tuesday,
15th February, wherein students and
lecturers will deliver five-to-ten-minute
lectures on their areas of interest. At time
of going to press, highlights include inter-
national relations undergraduate Gaelan
Ash lecturing on anarchism, philosophy
and economics undergraduate Kimia
Pezeshki providing an introduction to
behavioural economics, and Robin Burrett
talking about network theory.

News
— inbrief

TIP-PED FOR SUCCESS

TIPS, the postgraduate and finalist
mentoring scheme for initiated by Daniel
Kroop in his role as Postgraduate Officer,
was successfully launched last Wednesday
with its first ‘mixer’. Potential postgradu-
ates mingled with current postgraduates
over food and drinks in the Underground.
Dr. Jan Stockdale, Dean of Undergraduate
Studies, also attended the event to help
“lend her advice and support to TIPS".
Kroop continued, “There was a palpable
sense of camaraderie between the men-
tors — they’re fantastic for outgoing stu-
dents. I'm excited to keep this programme
running strong.”

LSE’S OWN

An LSE student who, while in Verona,
joined in with the tradition of writing a
love letter and placing it in the wall that is
believed to have been underneath Juliet’s
window in Shakespeare’s play, Romeo and
Juliet, has won the annual prize for her let-
ter. Sarah Alexandra George, a Philosophy
finalist, wrote her letter on her disillu-
sionment with with love. The award was
given by Club di Guilietta, an organisation
dedicated to answering the thousands of
letters written to Juliet. Sarah is recieving
her prize in Verona this week.

HOWIE'S SITDOWN

Carsten Kengeter, Chief Executive Officer
of UBS investment banking division,
joined Howard Davies for an informal
talk on his career and his perceptions of
the financial industry. Kengeter spoke

of the divide within the banking world
which he said was a direct result of the
competitive nature of the industry. Ac-
cording to Kengeter this industry needs
to overcome these differences to develop
a universal banking model that will place
banking in a much stronger position. On
the topic of further regulation on banks,
Kengeter bluntly stated that the return on
equity will decline and that “people have
to expect 10 per cent to 15 per cent returns
versus 20 per cent to 25 per cent”.

SHOW ME THEMONEY

John Paulson, a Hedge Fund manager

at one of the largest hedge funds in the
world, this week donated £2.5 million to
the LSE to fund research on the topic of
recovery in Europe post-financial crisis.
It is hoped that the donation will provide
the funds to offer scholarships to research
students in the fields of finance, policy
and the European Union. This topic is im-
portant to investors internationally as the
debate over the future of the euro has fi-
nanciers split. It is hoped that the research
that is produced with the assistance of
Paulson’s grant will be used by financiers,
politicians and regulators equally.

HOPE OF AFRICA

Following the recent developments in
Egypt which saw President Mubarak
ousted after serious protest, renewed
empbhasis is being placed on the find-
ings of an LSE report published in April
2009, ‘Beyond BRIC". The study found a
high proportion of the country’s 330,000
university graduates each year specialise
in science, technology or engineering
which should improve Egypt’s production
possibility over the next few years. Profes-
sor Wilcocks said, “The present political
unrest points to lessons both for those
responsible for the Egyptian economy in
the next few years and also for clients of
offshore outsourcing.”

SOMEBODY CALL gn

A fire alarm at Bankside Hall, the resi-
dence located in Southwalk, was set off
by a student last Wednesday at 4.15am.
Banksiders were left waiting at the desig-
nated shelter point for half an hour as the
situation was resolved. The perpetrator,
who set the fire alarm off on the first floor
by punching through the glass fire alarm
case, is currently under scrutiny of the
Bankside warden. The rabble-rouser will
be issued a penalty fine and it is said that
expulsion from Bankside is also under
consideration at present. No fire brigade
came to the hall in response to the alarm.

GOT A SCOOP?

If you got a story that you think we should
be printing? Send us an e-mail:
news@thet line.co.uk
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Departing Pulse station manager
praises “fantastic slave bitches”

Vi A

Senior Reporter

Stuart McColl, the station manager of
Pulse Radio, paid tribute to his colleagues
at the Student Union'’s radio station during
his final report at last Thursday’s Union
General Meeting (UGM).

McColl, whose reports have been a
source of both amusement and contro-
versy at past UGMs, praised colleagues
for “their ability to take initiative and be
creative”, and jokingly referred to them as
“fantastic slave bitches”.

“Iwouldn’t be the man I am today
without them,” he added.

A post on Pulse’s website said the
radio station “completely disapproves of
slavery”.

McColl, who has now been replaced
as station manager by Kimia Pezeshi, will
continue to host a Pulse program on Mon-
day evenings, while making appearances
on Friday nights at Crush as “Disco Stu”.

Elsewhere, during the Media Group
reports atlast week's UGM, an audi-
ence member raised concerns about the
content of the Beaver’s “Agony Uncle”
column.

The questioner John Peart said the
anonymous author of last week’s column-
-which contained a line reading, “When I
masturbate all I think about is penises”--
“trivialised” people struggling with their
sexuality. Peart said that the paper should
be above such “ridiculousness”. -

Sachin Patel, executive editor of the
Beaver, apologised for any offence the
piece may have caused, and said that
sexuality merited “serious discussion”. He
reassured the questioner that his concerns
would be passed on to the author.

“Irealise that we should not stray over
the lines of taste,” Patel said.

Patel also said the Editorial Board
had “qualms” about printing last week’s
content, adding the author was a member
of the LGBT community and had not
intended to “poke fun” at the issue of

sexuality.

The Students’ Union Sabbatical Offi-
cers and Part-Time Officers also reported
during the UGM.

Education Officer Ashok Kumar an-
nounced the Students’ Union had submit-
ted a paper on fees, bursaries and widen-
ing participation to LSE Director Howard
Davies and his management team.

Kumar also said the Students’ Union
would continue trying to gather sup-
port for its campaigns against cuts from
academic departments at the LSE. He
said the Department of Anthropology and
Department of Sociology departments
had already pledged support.

Community and Welfare Officer Hero
Austin announced she would be submit-
ting a report to the Residences Committee
containing recommendations from “Your
Hall, Your Call”, an initiative to address
student concerns in halls of residence.

During the Part-Time Officers’
reports, Disabled Students’ Officer Polly
McKinlay said she would continue her
campaign to improve the quality doors at
the LSE. She added she had already found
some success, and cited plans to automate
the mainof doors of the St Clement’s
Building.

International Students’ Officer Mi-
chael Lok told attendees he and Post-
graduate Officer Daniel Kroop had met
with officials from the UK Border Agency
to discuss proposed limitations to student
visas, but their talks had been largely
unproductive.

Athletics Union President Ben
Robinson was asked whether he thought
there was a correlation between interest
in UGMs and AU attendance. In response,
Robinson said he believed AU members
had previously been attracted to UGMs
because of the opportunity to throw
newspapers at speakers on stage. He said
the strong opposition of General Secretary
Charlotte Gerada meant this was no
longer an option, hence the low turn-out
among LSE’s athletes.

No motions were fielded at last week’s

Unionjack

ion Jack got to the UGM

early this week, as his train

to Euston was early. But he

walked through the rain—and

not just light rain, but bloody
torrents of rain—in order to write this. So
it was very frustrating when he got there
to find the UGM was a waste of his time—
not to mention the fact that he had to sit
through it completely sodden. Anyway,
Jack’s dry now. But he’s still frustrated.
Someone needs to propose the Internet
campaigning again, because at the mo-
ment, it’s a pretty simple fact that the
UGM isn't working.

At the UGM, for a second, Jack thought
a dishevelled, part-time Debbie Harry
look-alike had turned up to give the UGM
a rendition of Atomic or one of Blondie’s
later, less-satisfying hits, just to spruce up
the wilting spectacle. She hadn’t-it was
our Hero, accompanied Ashok Kumar and
Charlie Glyn this week.

Charlie G’s speech to the UGM was
the most notable, the reason being that it
mentioned the Beaver—and in a positive
way! When she talked of things “obvious-
ly” happening again, she noted the Beaver
had picked that habit of hers up and that
she was trying to kick the habit, taking on
too many obviouslys. Jack takes from this
that this column has influence, and itis a
force for good. =

As per the first paragraph, not much
beyond that.

Union Jack saw Hannah-Polly Wil-
liams promote her stuff for Valentine’s
Day. I hope you all got off with each other
yesterday as a result of her herbal Viagra—
Is that really what she was promoting?

No. Oh well, Jack'll keep it in—or that you
enjoyed the cress—Was it cress?—grown
on the LSE roof.

The AU President Ben Robinson
turmed up this week. (A round of ap-
plause, please, or a blast of a football
horn). And all he had to promote was the
AU'’s Mr LSE-something Jack won't be
going to. He'll be athome with his pipe
and the herbal stuff he’s got from the LSE
roof during Green Week. Still, they raised
£1,000, on a spoof of Take Me Out, so
well done to them, even if Take Me Out is
ITV’s grossest example of “entertainment”
after co-commentary on England football
matches from (former Irish) footballer
Andy Townsend.

Still, since Robinson’s not likely to be
at the UGM for some time (last Thursday
was his first appearance in a long while),
Jack had better make the most of him this
week. He seems to care less, or about
the same, about democracy in the SU, as
Hosni Mubarak did about democracy in
Egypt for the last however-many years.
Asked about his role and the possibility of
trying to get people from the AU to come *
to the UGM, Robinson said he felt people
“Don't care about what's going on”, but
that they just “wanted to throw papers”.
Great attitude from a part-time Sabb,
there—and a great example of what the
LSE seems to have become, or is becom-
ing. Historically a hub of rational debate,
now it’s a place where some people would
rather think they were in central London’s
finest Wacky Warehouse instead of talk.
It's a shame, and one reason for why the
UGM is in such a predicament at the mo-
ment.

Then Michael Lok— a UGM stal-
wart with Polly McKinlay, the Sabbs and
Hannah-Polly Williams talked about
how he and Daniel ‘eating snacks at an
Ivy League institution that shall not be
named’ Kroop went to see the UK Border
Agency earlier on Thursday. Not because
their visas had run out, but in order to try

" togetinternational students a better deal

in years to come. On a serious note, good
luck to them.

Meanwhile, Pulse’s Station Manager
Stuart McColl has gone now into the
Pulse annals, filed away as 2010-11. He te-
diously talked the UGM through his “high

-and lows” the highest high seemingly a

“brief tiff” with this newspaper, and low-
est low meeting the Naked Cowboy feller
who came to see what was going on in
their studio some weeks ago. Jack found
the mentioning of being told “to [go to]
your shelter” from a guy from Glasgow a
bit too much, though. Jack’s home is like
going spending my life in Centre Parcs (or
Butlins...one of the two) in comparison to
aweekin Glasgae. .

Still, Alex Peters-Day came along and
told us that it was RAG WEEK NEXT (so
this) WEEK. Donate. ’

Then came the most depressing
news. Whatever the motion was try-
ing to achieve last week, in pushing the
UGM chair Professor Dr Sir Lord Lady
Dame Tindale OBE MBE to LSE deity or
overlord, whether or not it was supposed
to be a piss-take, fourteen people voted for
it. Yep, fourteen. From a possible, what,
10,0007 Dear, dear, dear.

“The School’s blasé attitude”

> continued from
page1

Plater added Financial Support is
offering students short-term loans, if
needed.

Students have told the Beaver they are
frustrated by the delays.

Alexander Young, a second-year poli-
tics and philosophy student still without
his bursary told the Beaver he was “unsur-
prised” and “angered” by the delay.

“For the School to just send a com-
pletely impersonal email is to undermine
the importance of bursary funds to the
students that receive them”, Young said.
“The School’s blasé attitude to the matter
is typical of attitudes I have experienced

from the Fees Office upon the three occa-
sions this has occurred previously”.

“The simple fact is that these pay-
ments should be made on the dates that
they are scheduled to be so0”, Young added.
James Wyse, a third-year government and
economics undergraduate who likewise
has yet to receive his bursary, told the Bea-
ver he too was “annoyed” by the e-mail
from Registry.

“It didn’t sound very convincing”,
Wyse said of the email. '

“It said something like, ‘let us know if
this causes any financial hardship’, Wyse
said, “Given that’s it's a financial aid bur-
sary, I think it's pretty clear this is causing
financial hardship”

This is not the first time students
have experienced delays in receiving their
bursary payments. Students have reported
receiving bursaries until at least halfway

through the Michaelmas Term of this
academic year, as well the Michaelmas
and Lent Terms of the 2009-10 academic
year. Moreover, the Beaver reported in
February 2009, during the Lent Term of
the 2008-09 academic year, that students
had yet to receive the second installments
of their bursaries.

Plater confirmed there was a problem
with bursary payments in the Lent Term
20009, at the fault of the SLC. In Michael -
mas Term 2010, there was also a country-
wide problem with SLC processing, she
said, though it did not affect many LSE
students.

“We are unhappy that the SLC did not
notice that their system was not working,”
Plater said, adding, “Indeed they told us
that the confirmation of attendance had
all gone through fine. We will be taking
this further with them.

“We are vehemently opposed to the integration debate...”

> continued from
' page1

“There were very offensive comments
on Facebook”, Austin said, adding, “From
a campus relations perspective it got much
worse.”

One Facebook user posted a photo-
graph of someone putting a flame to the
Qu'ran on the wall of the Facebook event
associated with the protest. The same
person wrote, below the picture, “Damn
Camelfucker. Racists have a right to free -
speech too.

“We saw reporting of the event in the
national media, on the front page of the
Independent website, and in the Evening
Standard”, Austin said.

“It soon became an event attracting a
lot more negative attention than had been
arranged for — only five security staff were
supposed to be there”, she said. “We also
found out Sarrazin was bringing his own
security”.

“When this happens, there is a higher
risk to students because we don’t know
their training or orders”, Austin said. “Our
position didn’t change, but the circum-
stances did. The harms now outweighed
the immediate facilitation of free speech
on campus.’

CM K

Austin said the new information was
passed on to the LSE'’s Free Speech Group.
Its head, Stuart Corbridge, a Pro-Director
at the School and a Professor of Develop-
ment Studies, subsequently decided the
event could not be held on campus on the
intended evening, and advised it should be
postponed.

But the German Society’s committee
decided not to follow Corbridge’s advice,
instead moving the event off-campus.

A répresentative from the German
Society could not be reached for com-
ment on the decision to move the event
off-campus.

On Monday morning, however, a
spokesperson for the symposium told the
Beaver the society “were not aware that
the invitation of Dr. Sarrazin would attract
this much protest”.

“We avouch the right of every lecturer,
disputant and guest to voice their opin-
ions in all the symposium’s events”, the
spokesperson added.

The spokesperson defended the
decision to invite Sarrazin, saying, “The
purpose of the German Symposium has
always been and still is to bring current
debates from German society to the LSE.
It is our goal to thereby contribute to the
international exchange of ideas.’

Speaking after the protest, Lukas
Slothuus, a second-year government
undergraduate who created the Facebook

Protesters outside Clement House, ihe
original venue for the debate

event last week, told the Beaver, “I don’t
think it’s up to me, as a student, to decide
as to whether he has a right to speak on
campus”.

“But as a student, I feel I have a right
and a duty to come out against speakers
who are potentially problematic, people
who are going to stir up controversy and
upset community relations”, he added.

Islam week separates
“factfrom fiction”

The LSE Students’ Union Islamic Society
presented its annual Islam Week, aimed at
increasing students’ understanding of the
world's fastest-growing religion, last week
atthe LSE.

On Monday, the society welcomed
writer and researcher Hamza Tzortis,
who delivered a talk on human rights,
feminism and Islam. The talk traced the
history of human rights in Islam, with a
focus on women'’s issues. It also looked
at the applicability and use of Sharia Law
in Islamic nations, and reflected on its
future.

On Wednesday, the Islamic Society
organised a trip to the Islamic Cultural
Centre and London Central Mosque in Re-
gent's Park. The event aimed to promote
accessibility to information regarding
Islam and saw good attendance, according
to event organisers.

On Thursday, an event entitled “Can
You Last A Muslim’s Fast?” saw many
students, both Muslims and non-Mus-
lims, observe a day-long fast like those
observed during Ramadan. A group of
enthusiasts broke the fast after sunset.

Also on Thursday, women on Hough-
ton Street were invited to try donning the
hijab in an effort to help them understand
the experience associated with it. The
Islamic Society advertised the campaign
with such questions as: “What is Hijab?
Aren’t you oppressed? Are you forced
to wear it? Is ithot under there? What is
freedom?”

The week’s concluding event, a panel
discussion with famous converts to Islam,
was held on Friday. Speakers at the event
included journalist Lauren Booth, actress
Myriam Cerrah and Canadian wrestler
Abu Hafsa. The speakers shared their
personal experiences of conversions,
stressing that to adopt one religion is not
to denounce another. Atleast 150 students
attended, making the talk one of the well-
attended Islamic Society events ever.

Throughout the week, the Islamic
Society maintained a stall on Houghton
Street. Non-Muslims were encouraged to
attend all events, in line with the week’s
efforts to separate “fact from fiction”.

Student Mohammed Sarodia, one
of the week’s organisers, said the week’s
inclusiveness was important “in light of
the negative image of Islam which some
national newspapers and other forms of
media portray”.

“Bringing in someone like him to an
event on immigration - frankly I don’t
see the point of it”, he said. “The German
Society should distance themselves from
this”.

Second-year sociology undergradu-
ate Emma Clewer, another creator of
the Facebook event, told the Beaver on
Monday morning that the debate was “by
its nature one-sided’, because the panel
included two critics of Islam and only one
Muslim.

“The debate has not been set up to
question whether white people can inte-
grate successfully,” she said.

Clewer concluded, “Sarrazin has said
horrific things, and if people want to see
him, they can do that elsewhere”

“Even Angela Merkel said his views
are appalling,” she added.

An updated version of this story
will appear on our website in due
course.

At time of going to press, the lec-
ture itself had not finished, so was
not fully reported on in the article.

http:/fwww.thebeaveronline.co.uk

Marion Koob and Phyllis Lui contributed
additional reporting from the Waldorf
Hilton hotel.




News

Departmental statistics
show gender matters

Kareem Elsawi

Figures released by the LSE show a gender
ratio among students which has slightly
favoured women over the last five years.

The figures show the overall gender
ratio of the School’s students, giving a
departmental breakdown, by gender, for
the 2009-10 academic year.

The statistics provide concrete
evidence for the oft-quoted notion that
anthropology is predominantly studied
by women, and reveal the LSE does not
suffer to such an extent from the so-called
“finals gap” found at other top-ranked
universities, whereby a significantly-
greater proportion of firsts are attained by
male students,

At present, the student body is 51.4
per cent female, indicating a more-
balanced make-up than many other
higher education institutions. At Imperial
College London, which specialises in
business and the natural sciences, men
account for 64 per cent of all students,
while at the Royal Veterinary College,
women make up 74 per cent of the student
population.

The largest gender disparity at the
School was found during the 2008-09
academic year, when women made up
52.2 per cent of the student body.

Within specific LSE departments,
however, there is considerable variation.
For undergraduates, the Department
of Anthropology is the most extreme
example: 81 per cent of the department’s
2010 graduates were female, providing
credence for the argument that the disci-
pline is preferred by women.

The School refused to provide the
Beaver with data for earlier cohorts, and,
when contacted, the anthropology depart-
ment declined to comment on the causes
of this imbalance, citing an inability to
give concrete information.

Less widely-recognised is the subject
with the second-largest gender imbalance
at the LSE-of economic history students

graduating in 2010, 79 per cent were male.

When considering those enrolled on
master’s courses, there are some further
surprising results. The anthropology
department’s ratio became more even,
with women making up 58 per cent, and in
the economic history department, female
students combined constituted a majority,
at 52 per cent of those enrolled.

In the Gender Institute, which offers
no undergraduate courses, women ac-
counted for 91 per cent of the students.

Overall, male and female undergradu-
ates secured virtually identical numbers
of first-class degrees in 2010, with 146
received by women and 147 by men.

But because women make up a greater
percentage of the student population, men
outperformed them in percentage terms,
with 24 per cent of men achieving firsts,
compared with 22.5 per cent of women.

Even so, in certain departments,
there are significant differences be-
tween genders in the percentage of firsts
achieved. Of the seventeen departments
whose degree classification breakdowns
are published, ten displayed a gap of more
than 5 per cent.

In the Department of Government, for
example, 26.7 per cent of male students
received firsts in 2010, compared with 10.4
per cent of female students; a similar gap
was present in the accounting depart-
ment. Women outperformed men in
both economics and statistics: in both
departments, the difference was around 8
per cent. i

A spokesperson for the Department
of Government told the Beaver, “The
department takes exam performance very
seriously and monitors exam performance
on a course, not programme level”, adding
the department would collect informa-
tion on exam performance, in terms of
gender profile, as of this academic year
as part of their commitment to equality
and diversity. The department would not
comment further as to the trends noted by
the Beaver.
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Changes in Library to increase
access to computers

Alex Haigh

The British Library of Political & Eco-
nomic Science has launched a number

of initiatives in recent weeks to create a
better studying environment for students,
including new study zones, food and drink
policies and a laptop lending programme.

A new “quick access zone” on the
ground floor allows students to use com-
puters for no more than 15 minutes.

John Sorrell, a master’s student
studying the philosophy of science, told
the Beaver he is pleased with the new
computer system.

“It's a good idea, freeing up computers
quickly so a computer is available all the
time” he said.

The remaining areas of the library
have now been separated into three,
colour-coded zones, marked “silent”,
“quiet”, and “group”.

These zones “give students the option
to work in different ways, while main-
taining a positive study environment,”

a spokesperson for the library told the
Beaver.

Each zone carries its own rules gov-
erning group work and mobile phone use.
In “silent” zones, marked in red, group
work and mobile phone use is not allowed.
In “quiet” and “group” areas, marked
yellow and green, respectively, “quiet,
non-disruptive mobile phone usage” is al-
lowed. Group work and discussion is only
permitted in the “group” zones.

In other policy changes, students
are now permitted to drink soft and hot
drinks within the library. According to the
library spokesperson, this new policy has
reduced the problem of food in the library.

The library has also instituted ‘i-
roam’, a laptop borrowing system, to lend
out the library’s sixty laptops for staff and
student use, and doubled the number of
bean bags on the lower ground floor, after
receiving funding from the LSE Annual
Fund.

While most students say they are

pleased with the new policies at the
library, many say a lack of publicity has
made it difficult for them to learn about
the changes.

David Schwab, a General Course
student, told the Beaver the quick access
computers “seem useful and convenient”,
but he “never knew where they were”.

The library spokesperson said the staff

encourages students to provide feedback
on the library’s service, in the form of both
printed and online forms.

The roll-out of quick access PCs in the
library has been extended

Eco-warriors offer
£10,000 for sustainable

projects
i

Marion Koob
Senior Reporter

The LSE Students’ Union Sustainable Fu-
tures Society launched the Sustainability
Projects Fund (SPF), a project aimed at fi-
nancing up to £10,000 of staff and student
environmental projects, last Monday, 7th
February, as part of the Students’ Union
Go Green Week.

Revenue for the fund has been gener-
ated by the LSE’s water bottle tax, which
has levied a ten pence tax on each plastic
bottle sold at the School since 2008.

According to the project’s website, ap-
proximately £9,000 has been raised each
year from the water bottle tax.

Proceeds from other environment-
related fundraising events, such as “Re-
love”, which collects reusable items from
halls and campus at the end of each term,
will also support the fund.

Applications are open to a wide
variety of projects, provided they relate to
the theme of sustainability. To highlight
the fund’s aims, however, the fund has
selected six areas which will serve as
criteria for the project’s evaluation: carbon
management, biodiversity, waste reduc-
tion, energy, water use, and education and
awareness.

Students have recel;ﬁy secured ﬁnding fo
aroof garden through a similar scheme|

“Though the projects are directly
aimed at environmental sustainability, the
Fund recognises the value of social and
economic sustainability as well”.

“It is expected that a variety of ap-
plications will be made, ranging from
individuals to societies. Reports will be
given at the Environmental Management
Review Group (EMRG) and the Cater
Services User Group (CSUG) as to how
the funds have been spent,” Hannah Polly
Williams, the LSE Students’ Union's ethics
and environment officer, told the Beaver.

Mindsbridge, the School’s student-run
management consultancy, will perform
cost-benefit analyses of each proposal.
However, a judging panel will make the
final decision. Julian Robinson, director of
estates, Dr Victoria Hands, environmental
and sustainability manager, three addi-
tional professors and three outside experts
will join the decision-making body.

“Sustainable futures is an integral part
of the School’s initiative to be a leader in
the climate change and environmental
agenda”, Robinson said. “In order for us to
be successful in reducing our carbon foot-
print we need buy-in at every level of the
LSE. The imagination and commitment of
our students never fails to impress me”.

R I L

he London Model United Nations (LIMUN), held over Friday, Saturday and Sunday last week, hosted 1,000 students from

niversities across the United Kingdom and beyond. The LSE Students’ Union MUN Society sent nineteen delegates, who
epresented China or Japan in the various committees of the conference. Ed Longinotti, Head Delegate for the LSE delega-
jon, said the day was successful for the team. Loginotti said, “It was pleasing to see four of our delegates attain individual
awards”. The conference was praised for its efficiency and the LSE delegates were particularly impressed with the level of
engagement with the core issues. Neeraj Mashru, one of the LSE delegates, said, “It was a great conference”. The MUN Soci-

: Val

ety has grown from strength to strength this year; Longi

nis U

UN

notti said, “LSE MUN aims to go from good to great”.

HK PASS raises £700
for charity

Heather Wang
Senior Reporter

The LSE Students’ Union Hong Kong
Public Affairs and Social Service Soci-
ety (HKPASS) hosted a charity fair last
Wednesday, gth February, in the Quad to
raise money for Nepalese children.

The event took the form of a fashion
show and fair, including a range of profes-
sional acts and various stalls, selling food,
drinks and clothing.

Around fifty students planned the
fair, and at least 150 students attended the
evening'’s events. The society extended an
invitation to three other main universities
in London, and as such, students from

King’s College London, University College
London and Imperial College were all in
attendance.

The money raised from the charity fair
will be donated to the Esther Benjamins
Trust (EBT), a charity organisation which
aims to tackle the problem of juvenile traf-
ficking by rescuing, and providing reha-
bilitation services for, Nepalese children
who have been trafficked or displaced.

According to Richard Ko, president of
HKPASS, the fair raised an estimated £700
for the EBT.

HKPASS also aimed to raise aware-
ness of the issue of human-trafficking
through Wednesday's event, which Ko
said “has a more long-term and solid
impact than simply raising support in the

4B .

form of money”.

Students’ Union International
Students Officer Michael Lok, who was
President of HKPASS last year, said the
event was a success.

“Overall it was certainly a success”,
Lok told the Beaver. “The event was
smoothly run and was certainly one of the
top society events I have witnessed at the
LSE so far”.

Other students likewise said they
enjoyed the fair.

“It was a great effort for a wonderful
cause”, Lisa Lee, an international history
undergraduate, told the Beaver. “It was
entertaining, and I bet it did a fair bit to
help the Nepalese victims, too”.

R
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How to rule the world -
according to Professor Kaldor

e e T SR T YRy
Aman Sahni

Professor Mary Kaldor, co-director of
LSE Global Governance, delivered a talk
entitled “How to Rule the World: Global
Security” at the LSE last Tuesday, 8th
February. The public lecture, focusing on
global security, marked the first of three
talks on global governance, organised by
the LSE Students’ Union Global Society.

Addressing recent developments in
global security, Kaldor summarised her
argument in three, sequential parts: dis-
persion of power, new emerging security
gaps and the role of global civil society for
the future.

Kaldor began her talk by emphasizing
linguistic changes, such as the departure
from using the word “rulers”, and instead
the adoption of the term “governance”
to describe power agencies. Kaldor said

power is increasingly hard to locate, and
has reached a near-Foucauldian design,
where one cannot pinpoint the centres of
regulation. She added this power disper-
sion is increasing, despite more regulation
in the world than ever before.

These changes in power structures
then impact notions of security, Kaldor
said. She argued the nature of warfare has
changed, and we are now witnessing “new
wars”. Central to the “new wars” premise
is the notion people face insecurities other
than those encountered during classical
warfare. Kaldor said such transformations
have created human security gaps, since
current global governance lacks enforce-
ment capacity to counter such changes.

According to Kaldor, the emergence of
a global civil society is the way forward in
dealing with power changes. She refuted
common assertions of global civil society
as only a Western concept, by pointing out
there is something similar to the concept

of civil society in all cultures, including
classical Islam.

Kaldor concluded the lecture by
highlighting the role of global civil society
at the end of the Cold War, calling it a “key
facilitator” at “opportune times”.

During the question-and-answer
session, audience members expressed a
variety of views through their questions.
While most agreed with Professor’s Kal-
dor’s affirmation of global civil society as
a possible course to modernisation, not all
were convinced that it is the best solution.

Farsan Ghassim, president of the
Global Society, told the Beaver he was
happy to see “so many fellow citizens of
the world” participating in key areas of
interest for the future. The next talk in the
“How to Rule the World” series, focus-
ing on building global democracy, will be
delivered by Professor Jan Scholte of the
University of Warwick on 22nd February.

Grimshaw club hosts
Albanian Ambassadoy

Liam Brown

Albanian Ambassador to the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland Zef
Mazi delivered a public lecture at the LSE
Monday, 7th February, at the invitation of
the Students’ Union’s Grimshaw Interna-
tional Relations Club. The event, part of
the Students’ Union Ambassador Series,
was chaired by Dr John Gledhill, an LSE
fellow in government and international
relations.

Entitled “Conflicts in South Eastern
Europe: Albania’s Role in the Region and
the Independence of the Kosovo”, Mazi's
lecture provided a history of Albania’s
struggles as a small state in a troubled
area of Europe. Mazi stressed the need
for “striking a balance between politi-
cal correctness and accurate history” in
any study of South Eastern Europe. He
also defended his country’s diplomatic
record, saying “Albanians have never been
aggressor or attackers” and have instead
been subject to attack by others.

Mazi also talked about Albania’s
ongoing difference of opinion with Serbia
over the self-declared independence of
Kosovo. Mazi told Monday'’s audience
that Albania believes “of all options,
independence is the only one that will
secure peace, equality, and freedom for the
peoples of Kosovo.”

In a question-and-answer session
following Mazi'’s lecture, the Minister-
Counsellor from the Serbian Embassy
asked about Albania’s effort to increase
dialogue between officials in Kosovo and
Belgrade. Ambassador Mazi, speaking to
the Serbian official, said Albania will only
stop pressing for international support
for Kosovo's independence when Serbia
ceases its international campaign to
convince countries not to recognize the

fledgling state.

Mazi also fielded a question from an
Albanian journalist, who asked about
the recent civil strife in Albania. Mazi re-
sponded by condemning the violence, and
quoted a $peech by Albanian President
Bamir Topi.

Another audience member asked
Mazi asked about recent comments by the
presenters of the BBC's Top Gear. It has
been reported that on the show, Jeremy
Clarkson said “what happens is Alba-
nians go to England, get a job, buy a car
and then bring it back with them”, while
Richard Hammond added, “and it is quite
traditional when you bring a car back like
that, that you drive it around with the
door locks pulled out and sometimes little
marks along the back of the door”

Previously published media reports
had suggested Mazi was not pleased by
the presenters’ comments. But Mazi told
the LSE audience, “Itis what it is. Let's
not forget it is three-year-old Jeremy
Clarkson”.

“The show is based around this hu-
mour and I don't take it as an insult”, Mazi
said. “It was good for tourism with the
picturesque landscapes of our country.”

“Albanians have Mercedes because
Jaguars have failed them”, he added.

The audience at the LSE seemed re-
ceptive to the talk, though some students
in attendance said they disagreed with
some of the more contentious issues
raised by Mazi.

Jamie Wright, a first-year sociology
student, said he found the event “an inter-
esting glimpse into an area of Europe that,
for the most part, is relatively unknown to
many in the UK". A

“Iam glad I came”, he added. “I can
now see that Kosovo really is a major
international sticking point for many
nations”.

World Bank Economist
discusses global inequality

Chris Rogers
Senior Reporter

Branko Milanovic, a Lead Economist in
the World Bank’s research division, a vis-
iting fellow at Johns Hopkins University,
and the author of “The Haves and Have
Nots: A Brief and Idiosyncratic History of
Global Inequality” discussed poverty and
income inequality a public lecture at the
LSE last Tuesday, 8th February. Danny
Quah, a professor in the LSE Department
of Economics and co-director of LSE
Global Governance, chaired the lecture.
Milanovic told Tuesday’s audience
the study of inequality is a relatively
new academic topic, as before the era of
globalisation and the dawn of household
surveys, scholars could do little empirical
work with the subject.

” ha\/(z to b

0] )
O rich countri,

Milanovic then sketched out the top-
ics of his book, including inequality both
within and between countries, as well as
global inequality among citizens of the
world. He said he aimed to illustrate each
type of inequality with anecdotal stories,
as to make the material more accessible
and easier to read.

He then talked about how we measure
inequality, a topic he called the “mother of
all inequality disputes”. He said scholars
can pass a judgement on whether glo-
balization has increased in equalities or
reduced them by examining such various
measures of inequality.

The economist offered at least two
sorts of measures. The first measure is
simply the difference in gross domestic
product between countries, he said.

Second is the GDP between countries,
but with extra importance placed on pop-

ulation size.During the question-and-an-
swer session following the lecture, Robert
Wade, a professor in the Department of
International Development at the LSE,
asked what Milanovic's response was to
the view that inequality, as a concept, does
not matter. Milanovic answered by saying
people who are against studying inequal-
ity generally argue it is controlled by the
market—and for them the market takes the
role of “a God". For them, he said, inequal-
ity “results in an idea of redistribution
that the rich dislike”.

Alex Jack, a SOAS student, asked how
reliable data on equality are. Milanovic
said the data have many problems
because definitions of income vary from
country to country, but added academics
are making huge efforts to harmonize the
data.

Cameron’s ‘nudge’

advisor tells all

Luke Smolinski

Paul Dolan promised attendees a “whis-
tle-stop tour” of behavioural economics
and human well-being at an LSE public
lecture, held last Tuesday, 8th February.
Dolan, a professor of Social Policy at the
LSE, is a member of the Prime Minister
David Cameron’s recently-founded Be-
havioural Insight Team.

Inspired by Cass Sunstein and Richard
Thaler’s 2008 book “Nudge: Improving
Decisions about Health, Wealth, and Hap-
piness”, Cameron’s Behavioural Insight
Team aims to change people’s behaviour,
not through legislation or regulation, but
by using insights on the subconscious
to “nudge” them into making better
decisions. In so doing, it strives to subtly
prompt people to achieve what is in their
best interests.

The Team has been described by
media commentators as everything from
“sinister and Orwellian” to “libertarian
paternalism”.

In Tuesday’s lecture at the LSE, Dolan
set out to introduce this new area of
research, commonly called behavioural
economics. He described it as “econom-
ics grounded in psychology”, adding the
discipline showed that human beings
are not as logical as classical economic
models insist.

Dolan provided Tuesday’s audience
with three examples to support his argu-
ment.

First, he said, humans prefer to avoid
losses, rather than to acquire gains. Loss-
es are more powerful psychologically, he
said: contrary to economic theory, people
prefer to earn no money than to lose ten
quid before finding it again.

Second, he said, recent events have
greater effects on the individual than do
past events. For instance, though Sep-
tember 11th greatly affected the nation’s
recorded well-being in its immediate
aftermath, it had no effect on Britons’
well-being by October.

Thirdly, framing effects are important,
Dolan said. For example, loan companies
that place pictures of women on their
advertisements charge 1 per cent more
interest on average than those that do not

feature women, the implication being that
consumers can be motivated just as much
by unconscious forces as conscious ones.
A stranger example: If one is holding a
warm drink, he or she is more likely to
become attached to someone than if he or
she is holding a cold drink.

More bizarrely, a recent study showed
that if, instead of making people sign their
tax returns at the end, they sign at the
beginning-or better, on every page—to
verify what they have written is true, then
it emerges people are more honest. As a
result of this small “nudge”, the trade-off
between honesty and dishonesty became
completely different, Dolan said.

Dolan linked these findings to ques-
tions on how to measure well-being.

He told Tuesday’s audience that simply
asking people their opinions is not the
best method of survey. Attempts to tap
into the conscious mind-by asking people
how they intended to behave—removes the
subconscious, even though this is often
the part that lies behind the decision-
making process, he said. As a result, there
are some things surveys, customer insight
and focus groups can never really uncover.
In short, Dolan said if we are to forecast
happiness correctly, we should recognise
the role of the subconscious.

After the lecture, Bobur Ashurov, a
third-year studying economic history,
told the Beaver, “I have grave reservations
about the whole project. The idea that the
government is prescribing ‘acceptable’
ways of behaving and enforcing them
through the manipulation of our subcon-
scious is utterly barmy”.

“It could come directly out of an Or-
wellian dystopia!” Ashurov added.

Fabian Schrey, a third-year geography
student, told the Beaver Dolan’s ideas
were “nothing new”.

“Companies have been using them
for over a century”, Schrey said. “They are
the foundations of advertising itself. I see
no moral justification why democrati-
cally accountable governments should
not use them too, so long as everything is
transparent. The only difference I can see
between the state using these techniques
and companies using them is that the
incentive will be to further the common
good, rather than to offload a new version
of Daz onus.
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e free schools policy put
orward by Cameron is yet an- °
other idea to be put straight in
the ‘shit policy’ filing cabinet,
along with most of the ideas
Dave comes up with on a whim.

Free schools are essentially schools
setup by parents, and funded by the gov-
ernment. The idea is that they’re set up in
areas where the state schools are no more
civilised than Egypt and the independent
schools charge so much it makes you
nauseous just thinking about it.

Of course, the neo-liberals among us
will be drooling over the thought of greater
independence and freedom for the public,
while perhaps slipping a hand down their
trousers over the image of the public
having great autonomy from the state.
Wonderful, you might say, but not when
you consider the real cost to the taxpayer,
and, of course, my favourite criticism, of
Dave trying to maintain as little responsi-
bility as possible.

First off, the question you should all
be asking is: how can the government cut
spending on current state schools while
at the same time promising to fund free
schools? Don’t expect me to answer that
question, as it makes no sense to me
based on the fact that, free schools are go-
ing to cost more. Free schools involve the
process of buying a pre-existing building
and turning it into a school, or building
a brand new school - all of which will be
funded by the government but set up by
the people. Apparently, in an age of cuts, |
this is a better option than improvingour |
current state schools.

To me, this just seems like yet another |
one of Dave’s ideas aimed to distance

Toby Young-losing friends and alienatin;
people
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himself from responsibility by creating a
policy that has the facade of genius but the
reality of idiocy. If he threw money at fail -
ing state schools with limited effect, the
blood would be on his hands. By throwing
money at public initiated free schools he
gets the credit if they succeed, and the
public are to blame if it they fail.
Currently, 86 per cent of schools are
rated at ‘good or outstanding’ by Ofsted,
so instead of cutting their funding and
giving it to more costly free schools, why
are we not concentrating on improving
the 14 per cent and maintaining the 86
per cent? The vast majority of British
people are fully supportive of state schools
and want nothing more than to see them
improved, but that actually requires plan-
ning, thought and risk from the govern-
ment, and they are clearly not willing
to do that. Instead they are shifting this
responsibility, once again, to the people
~ but not for the right reasons. They
are walking away from struggling state
schools that have been let down by poor
funding and planning, and justifying it by
claiming they are giving the public greater
choice. :
There is a severe lack of transparency
in the cost of free schools and their fund-
ing. Dave’s move to cut funding to state
schools, whilst having already promised
to hand out cash to nine free schools, is
not a move to be trusted. One only has to
listen to Francis Gilbert, a parent-cum-

| teacher-cum-author, blubbering and
| hesitating about the cost of free schools in
| the BBC Radio 4 interview to realise this is

amove made to benefit the government,
as well as already well-off children and

| their parents. Any rational person would

agree that investing in our state schools is
a more worthwhile and long term choice
than to throw money at new free schools.
Dave, my dearest, you cannot run away
from this one.

How canthe
government
cut spending on
current state
schools while at
the same time
promising to
Jundfree

schools?

Our state

schools wallow
near the bottom o

OECD educa-

tion league tables:

_ are we content

- toacquiesce

in a status

quo thatis

2

| back as we watch the standards of our
| schools plunge downwards—is a question

| tion, rooted in the’hard left, from whose

oby Young, associate editor

'of the Spectator, leader of a

group of parents and teachers

setting up the West London

Free School, sleeps with
prostitutes. Or at least, this is what some
opponents would have you believe. The
debate surrounding free schools has come
to a premature end. It's a shame, because
ithad all the ingredients of a classic. It
really looked as though we were going to
have a good, old-fashioned, teleologi-
cal ding-dong over the true essence and
purpose of education. It fills me with great |
sadness, however, to have to report that
we have reached that inevitable moment
in an argument like this when one of the
parties resorts to spreading a scurrilous
fable, relating to some form of colourful
and acrobatic sexual deviance, about the
other. It's no surprise that the rumour
was about, rather than from, Young. The
debate is over. |

It is a shame, because the ‘free
schools’ issue should be taken seriously.
Embedded within it is the question: are we
content to acquiesce in a status quo that is
clearly failing? ;Our state schools wallow
near the bottom of OECD education stan-
dard league tables, apparently propping
up the likes of Estonia and Latvia. Our
pupils leave school with a body of knowl-
edge derived largely from some facile,
centrally-dictated and politically-correct
teaching agenda. The number of students
taking subjects with ‘studies’ in the title is
evokes profound concern. Our schools are
plagued by legendarily poor discipline, yet
almost every reasonable control mecha-
nism is withheld from teachers, on the
most wishy-washy of grounds. In short,
there is a lot to be desired.
Whether we are happy to bask in col-

lective pusillanimity—to sit contentedly

that needs to be asked as Michael Gove, .
the education secretary, has done. And
unlike the National Union of Teachers
(NUT), the vapid, self-important institu-

email accounts the rumours apparently
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initially spread, Gove has concluded that
such failure is unacceptable. I tend to
agree.

It's ironic that the people who want to

. see the state maintain its monopoly over

the provision of state-funded education
(with the results described earlier) tend
to also be those who claim to represent
the interests of the working class. Free

| schools are bad, they say, because only
| rich parents will bother to set them up,

and thus only rich kids will get the benefits
of the ambitious and serious educations
that they will provide. In formulating such
a fatuous critique, they do a couple of
things. They affirm their expectation that
free schools will be better than state-run
comprehensives. If there is an injustice,

it is only founded on the fact that not all
children will be able to attend them and
reap their rewards. Thus they seem to be
saying that free schools, with their superi-
or discipline and more accountable teach-

| ing, will provide higher standards than
| current state schools; yet at the same time,
| that we must do everything in our power

to combat their establishment! Why?

My conjecture is that they are content to
crush the nascent free schools movement
because it is detrimental to their implau-
sibly purist egalitarian project. Why have
some good schools and some bad schools
when we can have all our schools as bad
schools, they seem to ask? The objections
to this view are patent to all but the most

| ardent socialists.

There is an important debate to be

| had, with sound arguments on either side.

1 could reel some more off, but what's the
point? Toby Young sleeps with prostitutes.
Our question has been answered. &
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Helen

Cocker

nresponse to the article ‘Our

library, ourselves’ in last week’s

edition of the Beaver we would like

the opportunity to provide some

insight into the very important is-
sues mentioned.

With regards to the issue of the doors,
one set of the outer doors and one set of
the inner doors to the Library are currently
closed to ensure that the temperature re-
mains at reasonable levels on the Ground
Floor for both staff and users. This action
was agreed with the School's Health and
Safety Adviser as the temperature had
been dropping to below the minimum
working temperature resulting in services
at the counter having to be closed. The Es-
tates department are aware of the problem
and this is an interim action. We acknowl-
edge the disruption this is causing and are
pursuing a resolution.

The Library does gives access to mem-
bers of the public as part of the condi-
tions agreed between the School and the
Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant towards
the cost of redeveloping the Library in
2001. LSE is also part of a national recip-
rocal university library access scheme.
However the vast majority of usage is by
LSE students, not external users and the
scheme is very beneficial to some of our
students. The reciprocal agreement very
importantly ensures that LSE students can
gain access to other libraries in subject
areas in which this library is not so strong,
and helps part-time LSE students who

may need access to a library nearer to
where they live.

We are aware that the period leading
up to and during exams is the busiest of
the year and it can become increasingly
difficult for students to find a seat. For this

' The ‘Ilove the

Library’ initiatives
within the Library
focus on mutual
respect between the
Library and its users

reason the Library is planning to restrict
access for external users this year during
the period Monday 18th April to Sunday
12th June 2011. Data on active users dur-
ing the 2009/10 year indicate that this
could reduce the number of eligible users
by considerably. Additionally, the study
rooms on the ground and first floors of the
Library have been fitted with swipe card
access which will only allow LSE students
into these spaces.

The Library regularly monitors oc-
cupancy levels of study spaces and the
weekly average of samples show that
although the Library is heavily used there

. are study spaces available at most times.

It would therefore seem that the issue can
be in locating this space rather than lack
of space. To overcome this we encourage
the use of online seat booking for LSE
students through LSEForYou. Also on oc-
casions the Library just seems full as users
reserve seats by leaving belongings on
study desks and then leaving the Library.
To try and combat this inconsiderate
behaviour we operate our yellow and red
card system which first asks students to
either fully vacate or use their space, and
then if ignored allows other users to push
the belongings to one side and occupy the
seat. The ‘Tlove the Library’ initiatives
within the Library focus on mutual respect
between the Library and its users, but also
amongst users themselves. We encourage
users not to ‘unofficially’ reserve study
spaces, allowing the space to be used by
someone who would like to study at that
time, creating a more fluid and efficient
use of space.

We are constantly trying our best to
utilise our limited space as efficiently as
possible through the introduction of bean-
bags, zoning, online booking, number-

| ing of reader desks and delineated study

spaces. However the Library does need
support from students to make sure these
initiatives are effective through efficient
utilisation and consideration for others.
The Library is discussing with the School
the possibility of getting more study space
in the Lionel Robbins Building and we
encourage students to support us to build
a stronger case by helping us prove we
are making the most efficient use of our
existing space.

The article also mentioned the need
for us to employ “real IT technicians”;
however the issues raised were not due
lack of ability. Since the start of Lent Term

Switching off

Nathan
Briant

5 per cent of people voted in the

UK'’s general election last year,

which was better than previous

elections — 59 per cent had voted

in the 2001 election - but it's
still disappointing that there’s that signifi-
cant minority of people who don’t vote at
all. Although there’s reasons, to whatever
degree of sensibleness - people believe all
politicians are good-for-nothing-expens-
es-thieves, etc. — sat at home on Thursday
night, I started to sympathise with that 35
per cent: television coverage of politics in
the UK could be a telling reason.

Of course people read about politics
in newspapers but television is the most
decisive way that politicians can connect
— but why does Thursday night need to be
Politics Night? Why can't every week-
day be Politics Night, like it is, for some
reason, for The One Show? On Thursdays
at the moment, the disappointing 10
O’Clock Live on Channel 4 and Question
Time on BBC One clash for half an hour,

M K
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| from10:35 to 11:05, when 10 O’Clock Live

finishes. Obviously Channel 4 have tried
to capitalise on the people waiting around
for Question Time to start, which in some
ways is perfectly understandable, but not
doing so and putting it on at another time

| would be good for people’s interaction

with and understanding of politics, if not
their viewing figures. If there’s a dip in the
quality of 10 O’Clock Live — and there are
many - off people go to watch News-
night or Question Time. If they had it on

| another day, and if people are encouraged

and able to watch two politics-based
programmes a week, then good.

That neither Question Time and
10 'Clock Live are particularly good is
another issue. Although Question Time
is marshalled well by David Dimbleby, it’s

often not that entertaining even if it can be |

quite a good barometer for politicians as
to what policies are popular and not. Since
Francis Maude was loudly booed in Bristol
when he peddled the familiar line that the
coalition’s tidying up what the last Labour
government left us all with, you can bet
that that line won’t be used for much lon-
ger, atleast not handled by Maude.

It's 10 O’Clock Live which sets a
dangerous precedent, though. Its cynicism
(which isn't wholly misplaced; but that
seems to be all it has) in all things is not

Television coverage of British politics needs a channel change

really helpful on any level and can start
to become a Party Political Broadcast for
the Anti-Government Party. And before

Although Question
Time is marshalled
well by David
Dimbleby, it’s often
not that entertaining
even if it can be

quite a good
barometer for

I'm cast aside as someone from the Dark

Ages, they're my political views too, but
I don’t think anyone needs any opinions
rammed down their throats, especially
on a TV programme which is supposed
to inform and encourage debate. And 10
O’Clock Live doesn’t inform and encour-
age debate; it, at times, does completely

Comment
Why we should (still) heart the LSE library

The library staff respond to the criticism levied against some of its policies

| there have been around four instances
where problems with the print server
meant that no printing was available. Two
of these occasions occurred overnight
and as IT Services are not able to offer
24/7 support these could not be resolved
until the next day. On the occasions this
issue occurred during the day the printing
service was restored within 30 minutes of
detection and notification. IT Services aim
for 100 per cent availability and to reduce
these occasional problems are working on
| deploying a new replacement print server
very shortly.

The Quick Comment section dis-
cussed whether the Library should reduce
the set text fines. We do try our best to
make borrowers aware of loan periods
and fine rates through deployment of floor
walkers in self issue areas who remind
users of the loan arrangements, clear
and colour coded borrowing boards and
information on the web and in guides. We
try to be as reasonable as possible with
our charging policy and waive the first set
text fines during Orientation to allow new
users to get used to the arrangements,
have reduced the hourly fine to 50p from a
£1, do not charge for closed periods, clear
fines if lateness is due to an exceptional
circumstance and in cases where a user
has accrued a large fine consider payment
plans. However, the most important rea-
son behind fines is that these books are in
very heavy demand so it is important they
are returned on time to ensure other users
can get hold of copies.

Helen Cocker is the User Services Manager
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opposite.
Take last week’s edition. Other than an
appearance from Simon Hughes (the rent-
a-quote Liberal Democrat Deputy Leader
who is obviously so personally devastated
that he abstained on the vote on tuition
fees while his coalition colleagues didn’t

| means he has to be in every newspaper,
radio programme and every TV pro-
gramme as much as possible putting
across his opinion), where David Mitchell
barely got a word in edgeways (as has also
been the case with his previous piss-poor
‘interviews’ with David Willetts and
Alastair Campbell; they would have been
more pressed had they been interviewed
by CBBC), Lauren Laverne performed
abad skit about the possible onset of
democracy in Egypt and Tunisia. In it she
compared the British government to Egypt
and Tunisia, which, predictably, backfired
badly. I'd hear a lot of things about the
government, but to say that it is a ‘lunatic’
one, which has a ‘puppet’ Chancellor, with
a ‘lapdog Eurocrat Deputy Prime Minister,
who sits idly by as the government gives
two fingers to freedom’, and the cabinet
are ‘unattractive dunderheads’ is the lan-
guage I'd use in a petty squabble about not
being able to play on the Wii. It goes on
for a while: Ed Miliband’s better, but he’s
still crap, is Laverne’s final conclusion; so,

‘the

‘Should non-Law stu
getareading week as well?
Yes, without time to review, we can feéI i

overwhelmed with the of infor
available to us.

-Julia Henderson, 2nd year,

BSc International Relations
Yes, we don't have enough time to have ques-
tions and go to office hours, and after Easter
teachers hold only one or two office hours.
—Achilleas Chrystosomou, 2nd ye

Ecomomics - =~ . ..

tion

If other subjects were as difficult as Law then
maybe. But they're not.

-Oliver Wiseman, Managing Editor, The
Beaver (LLB Laws)
Yes because we have just as muchworkand
need just asmuch as a break as law students.
- Ahmed Elgohary, 15t year, BSc | .
Philosophy and Economics
YES THEY SHOULD! Slacking off for one
week would increase productivity in the fol-
lowing 5!
- Angelina Castellina 2nd year,
BSc International Relatiogs :

It should be decided on a course-by
—Meheanﬁt;grdyear,lLBngs: -

Of course we should! Especially since Law
students piss around reading week anyway.

- Lorna Lee, 1st year, BA History

It'slike asking Howie if he thinks somedegrees
aremoredemanding than others.
— Beth Andrews, 2nd year, BSc Math-
ematics and Economics

Yes, because this is so elitist. STOP favouring
the Law kids.

- Nicola Alexander, News Editor,
The Beaver

I'mnot going to lectures nextuizeék in protest '
—Sheri Demple, General Course, '
Government .

NEXT WEEK...
Why haveyou stopped going to
Crush?

Send in your submissions!

Email commentgztheheaveronline.

| the Tunisian and Eygptian protesters, get

ready to get disappointed. Now, how is
that helpful to anyone?

Laverne comes out of it badly because
she’s clearly far more intelligent than
that; the programme suffers; the audi-
ence don't laugh that much (or those on E
probably do - and the way people laugh
on that programme it wouldn't surprise
me if some pills had been'popped, to be
honest); and if people know nothing, little
or a lot about politics their knowledge
hasn’t been enhanced — possibly reduced,
definitely not enhanced.

As I say, it's not necessarily that
find both of these programmes, flying the
flag for politics, a bit bland (but certainly
incomparable to programmes written by
writers who genuinely hated the political
classes with venom, like Chris Morris on
The Day Today in the early-to-mid-1990s)
- it’s that that’s basically yer lot if you're
interested in politics. BBC Parliament’s
greatif you like The Record, a decent
evaluation of what's going on in Brus-

| sels, and re-runs of Select Committees,

but there’s more to British — and Euro-
pean — politics than just that. And if there
was more effort put into creating such
programmes, and better programmes,
more people might — just might — be more
interested in politics. @
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Comment

Of design disasters, awkward showers a
How we need to be equipped with GPS and Iron Man muscle

Eden
Dwek

ollowing Coren Lass's letter two

weeks ago regarding the heavy

doors on campus', I think the

question to be asked is this: has

LSE Estates ever heard of archi-
tects and engineers?

Living at Rosebery, I am full of opin-
ions on this issue. As many of you may be
aware, the showers have been designed
with the intention that nobody over one
metre in height will be using them. The
doors finish at neck level, allowing you
to have a very strange and awkward con-
versation with somebody who's having a
shower next door. Furthermore, a variety
of engineering failures have meant that
showers will last around 20 seconds, un-
less you have perfected the art of waving
your hands in such an obscure fashion
that it will trigger the sensors to come
back on: something I am yet to master. It
is also very odd how LSE Estates is unable
to find "appropriate locks" for the shower
doors, when the toilet doors next to them
have perfectly sufficient ones. So to start
off with, I can’t have a normal shower in
what is supposedly my home.

This would be fine if it was an isolated
incident, but as I walk up to the Tuns from
the Quad, I see people having a one-on-
one battle with the stiff doors. I know that
only a few LSE students spend all their

| timein the gym (namely a certain Mr.

‘led me to believe

Coppin); however, you shouldn't need

to have a rigorous training routine under
your belt to get around campus. I, and am
sure many of you, are very grateful that
Polly McKinlay, the Students’ Union’s Dis-
abilities Officer, has taken up the battle

The culmination
of these issues has

that LSE Estates
do not in fact hire
engineers and
architects, but
normnate ateam
of social scientists
to make design

| 1ssues. '

to improve the issue of doors on campus,
but it's a recurring issue that will take time
to rectify. So now, not only can I not have

ashower, but I can’t even get a drink
which to drown my sorrows.

How about going to the library to
do some work? The LSE, being such a

Letters to the Editor

Our Middle East Centre coverage...

Sir - We write in response to your article
published on 8th February. The article
gives undue weight to claims made by an
allegedly “non-partisan group”, Students
Rights, that two highly respected LSE
faculty members are not fit to serve on the
management committee of the Middle

| Centre's Management Committee. This is

East Centre because they are critical of Is- |

rael. Such claims are an attempt to tarnish
these scholars’ reputations. The implicit
assumption being made ~ that critique of

Israeli policies is unacceptable within aca-

demia - runs counter to the LSE's strong
tradition of open debate and analytical
rigour. Smear campaigns such as this have
deeply damaged the research community
in universities in the United States, and
we are concerned that they may do the
same here. Faculty members and students
alike should be entitled to express varying
critical perspectives without being ma-
ligned or having their positions within the
university questioned.

Sincerely yours,

Gustavo Barbosa, Irene Calis, Elizabeth
Frantz, Cathrine Furberg Moe, Sarah
Grosso, Luca Pes, Philip Proudfoot (all
LSE Department of Anthropology)

Amélie Barras, Michael Farquhar, Neil

Ketchley, Reza Pankhurst (all LSE Depart- |

ment of Government)

Sir - As a member of the Management
Committee of the LSE Middle East Centre,
1find it highly disturbing that the Beaver
has, wittingly or unwittingly, participated
ina campaign of harassment and intimi-
dation against academics critical of Israeli
government policies working here at the
School.

The point of departure for the article is
a "report" by Student Rights, an organisa-
tion which is described as "non-partisan”
and devoted to "working to oppose ex-
tremism on university campuses." In point
of fact, the so-called "report” consists of a
cutting-and-pasting of publicly avail-

| eswhose views — especially on Islam and
| onlIsrael - differ from those of Student

able information about the Middle East
Centre, combined with a set of insinua-
tions, assertions and recommendations,
rather than any substantive research
whatsoever into the activities of the LSE
Middle East Centre or the members of the

hardly a "report." Judging from its website,
moreover, "Student Rights" might be more
accurately described as an organisation

devoted to attacking academics, students,
and guest speakers on university campus-

Rights. This group bears comparison with
the notorious US-based "Campus Watch,"
which engages in monitoring and attack-
ing academics critical of Israeli govern-
ment policies.

The Beaver article ends by quoting the
Students’ Union Anti-Racism Officer Ben
Grabiner, who expresses doubt as to the
possibility for an "unbiased" or "impartial"
Middle East Centre at the LSE. But there
is nothing in the Student Rights report or
the article to suggest that there is any evi-
dence whatsoever of 'bias' or 'partiality' in
the research, publications, or teachings of
my colleagues Dr. Chalcraft and Professor
Mundy. Instead, support for policies criti-
cal of the Israeli government is deemed
sufficient evidence of "bias" and "partial-
ity,"and somehow deserving of concern
and comment by a Students’ Union officer
responsible for anti-racism policy.

In short, it is abundantly clear that
there is a campaign of harassment and
intimidation under way to vilify my
colleagues Dr. Chalcraft and Professor

tactic is now extending to British universi-
ties as well, with British student organisa-
tions and publications playing an active
role in the process.

Yours Sincerely,

Professor John Sidel
Sir Patrick Gillam Professor of Interna-
tional and Comparative Politics

Sir- As students of the LSE, we are fortu-
nate to be surrounded by some of the most
intelligent and forward thinking people

of our generation. Whether it's a Nobel
Prize winner or the next G8 head of state,
our university has continuously attracted
only the best, Calling this tradition of
excellence a “tough act to follow” is an
understatement! The question really is,

| “how do we keep this going?”

I think the key element is support.
Asking, more actively, for advice from
peers, seniors and colleagues has played a
big part in many a success story. But there
seems to be a distinct lack of willing-
ness shown by certain elements in our

| university to offer support! Recently, I

was involved as a committee member in
a charitable event at the LSE and I was
left bemused by members of the previous
committee who spent more time trying
to bring the event down than helping us
improve on the previous venture. Their
motives are unknown and, really, they are
irrelevant. But this is a dangerous prec-
edent to set. If we extended this thought
process to our researchers and students,
we could be stifling development and de-

Mundy because of their critical stance
vis-a-vis Israeli government policies.
This should be recognised for what it is
and condemned as such, and neither the
Beaver nor the Students’ Union should
allow themselves to be drawn into this
campaign. There have been many cam-
paigns against academics in American
universities along similar lines in the
United States over the years, and it is very

worrying to see that this kind of bullying ‘

nying many a future Noble Prize winner or
world leader their rightful opportunity to
succeed. One person’s success needn’t be

| another's downfall; there is enough room

for everyone.
Yours Sincerely,

Siddharth Viswanath

Question- How angry are yOu'*‘ |

A) Reallyangry
B) Really, really angry

C) Really, really, REALLY ANGRY
lease limit your letters t0150 words

prestigious institution, would have you
think that a 1ot of money and planning
went into the design of the library. Whilst
itis a great building, it too has bizarre

9
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fld spiral staircases
to get to class

| inadequacies. The people who planned it
took it upon themselves to create stairs for
people with very short legs. Either this, or
they have a plan to make us all walk like
dinosaurs. The stairs have been made in
such a way that the people using them
look very odd, using the same foot to walk
up and down them. Or, maybe they want
us to all walk like penguins; a chance to
spot LSE students once we've left, by their
‘swagger’ (or lack thereof). A great way of
| networking — look for the man or woman
who walks like an arctic bird.
The culmination of these issues has
led me to believe that LSE Estates do not
| in fact hire engineers and architects, but
nominate a team of social scientists to
make design issues. Social scientists who
are probably unaware of ergonomics, or
just people in general. I am aware that this
piece might seem quite harsh, but with
everyone protesting on fees, I think we
have more important issues on our own
| campus where money is being wasted be-
cause the right people are not being con-
| sulted during planning stages. Either this,
| or the engineers and architects should
move to a different part of the world (or
universe?) where ‘people’ fit the ridiculous
body proportions they plan their buildings
according to.

Defending global education

Thep oposed immigration cuts shake the

LSE to its core
Danie
Kroo

P

n January 31st, the govern-
ment closed its consultation
on a proposal that will slash
' the rights of international
students to live and study
as equals in Britain. The new law would

. eliminate the Post Study Work (PSW)

visa, cut the number of Tier 1 and 2
migrants, make it impossible to reap-
ply for a visa from within the UK, restrict
non-school-based work and internships,
and curb the ability of mature students to
bring dependents.

If this proposal passes, LSE will see
a sharp decline in its quality and number
of international students. As the most
international university in the world’s
most international city, our Students’
Union must be at the centre of defending
global education. Over the next month,
our goal is to forge a successful campaign
that builds awareness of the proposed
cuts, lobbies governmental actors directly,
and engages students in direct action that
makes a difference. .

There is no shortage of reasons
why the proposed immigration cuts are
dangerous. An overwhelming majority
of economic scholarship indicates that

migrants entering on a student visa do not |

take jobs away from Britons. Quite the op-
posite, they pump £8 billion annually into
the national economy, as well as expand
Britain's trade footprint and global soft
power once they return home.

The true germ of the cuts is, sadly, a
general sense that “Britishness” is being
lost to a new round of multiculturalism.
Prime Minister David Cameron has said
as much, including a speech with the
sound bite “multiculturalism has failed.”
While this may appease many of the worst
elements of xenophobia on his party’s
right, it is simply untrue.

A Britain with many cultures brings
enormous benefits and opportunities.
International students return home and
forge political, social, and economic ties
with Britain over the long haul. But that
says nothing of the innovation and churn-
ing challenge of ideas that a diverse cul-
ture provokes. In a globalised world—and
we know this so well at the LSE—knowl-
edge of what's outside our borders is as
valuable as what's within. If the proposed

immigratian cuts go through, there will be

fewer international students and lecturers

to share their perspectives at the LSE.

According to a consultation conducted

with the administration and SU working

together, 56% of current international

students said that when they applied

| to study in the UK, the entitlementto a

| PSW visa was a factor in their decision.

| Additional comments suggested that for
a significant minority, it was the decisive
factor. Entitlement to PSW means that
students from developing countries can
pay off their fees. Without PSW, these high
calibre students are likely to see the Brit-
ish international rate as simply too high,
and head elsewhere. -

If the proposed
immigration
cuts go through,
‘therewillbe
fewer interna-
‘tional students
‘and lecturers to

share their
perspectives at
the LSE

In my European Social Policy semi-
nar, we represent 15 nations, including
non-EU countries Japan, Turkey, Canada,
Kazakhstan, and the US. The most valu-
able element of the course by far is the
inspirational diversity each person brings
to our discussions. At no other university
would that be the case—not Oxford, not
Cambridge, not Harvard. It's a tribute
to the international sensibility thatis
uniquely ours. Let's not lose it.

i Get involved at www.lsesu.com/cam-
| paigns/dge Y 4

| Daniel Kroop is the Postgraduate Part-
' Time Sabbatical Officer
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Hollywoul

saw the sublime Aronofsky/Port-
man unsettle-fest Black Swan re-
cently, and it got me thinking: what
resemblance does the experience
of genuine multiple personality
disorder have to its on-screen counter-
part? Do actual sufferers of the disorder
spend all day trying to orgasm in spite of
the very real possibility that they might
suddenly be confronted by a menacing
doppelginger? One that drips blood all
over their timid attempt at onanism and
thus thoroughly throws them off their

Photo: Flickr user christophef_acquino

game? Do their off-screen counterparts

. find, as Brad Pitt/Edward Norton found in

Fight Club, that their otherwise debilitat-
ing mental condition actually increases
their self-esteem, allows them to build a
complex anti-capitalist terror network and
to go indefinitely without sleep? I rather
doubt it. ,

And those with chronic mental health
problems aren'’t the only group among us
that Hollywood lets down. Let us imagine
thatyou are a Nazi soldier in almost any
post-World War II Anglo-American film

that calls for at least a smattering of guilt-
free bullet fodder. Leaving aside the deeply
troubling question of why you joined
Hitler's Wehrmacht in the first place,

it is safe to assume that, having joined,
you and your fellow troops underwent a
rigorous and prolonged training regimen
and were issued with some of the most
technologically advanced armour, equip-
ment and weaponry that the Third Reich
had to offer. So, imagine your displeasure
when, whilst serving in sunny Cairo, two
ungainly American archaeologists (one

Eat, Pray, Get a life

criticises Gilbert’s message on freedom and forgiveness

ong-haul flights are good oc-
casions to catch up on films
that you wouldn't bother to
pay to watch. On the flight
back to London, I had watched
some better ones and eventually left with
five versions of Eat, Pray, Love (origi-
nal soundtrack without subtitles; with

English subtitles; with Chinese titles; with -

Chinese dubbing; with Japanese dubbing),
amemoir/fiction-turned-movie about
“sophisticated”, New Age, middle-class
divorcee Elizabeth Gilbert, going on tour
in Italy, India and Indonesia for some
“self-redemption” (which predictably
ends with her finding a new love). Usually
aboycotter of chic lit, I was reluctant to
succumb to it. Since a female friend of
mine claimed that it had more depth than
it appeared, however ,and since I really
had too much time left on the plane, I

_ decided to give Gilbert a chance to prove
herself.

And prove herself she did: as overly
self-conscious. The audience gets a pan-
oramic view of Gilbert’s world which
revolves around her from the film. Some
defend Gilbert by claiming she is an
“independent woman” that frees herself
from social conventions and a humanitar-
ian that gives a hand to the poor. If Gilbert
had so much love for the rest of the world,
though, it is rather incongruous the way
she treats her (numerous) lovers. She can
lobby for donations to build a house for
the family of a hospitable and witty witch-
doctor. Yet she can also overlook the pain
brought to her husband by walking away
to seek a life of a traveller and having an
affair with another man while the legal
process of the divorce is still going on. Is
she being condescending to the people in
the third world; or does she get influx of
inspiration from charity shows professed
by celebrities and rich people? Gilbert
attempts to bring out various words of
wisdom through her odyssey around
the world. She has succeeded in some,
of course, because those require one to
forget other people. For those that require

interactions with people, she simply does
not get it. For example, the concept of
forgiveness she promotes is probably most
bizarre of all conventions and palpably
self-contradictory. She first receives

her “enlightenment” on forgiveness in
India, when Richard (who thankfully has
not become another one of her lovers)
confides in her his life story. To avoid
giving the story away, Richard in short
has inflicted immense pain on his family
during his young and wild life, and is now
soul-searching in the Krishna sanctuary.
In tears, he recounts how his inability to
forgive himself for the incident has led to
his prolonged stay.

Before the fallacy is discussed, another
famous yet seemingly unrelated quote of
Richard must be drawn up to show Gil-
bert’s inconsistency. Regarding Gilbert's
remaining affection for her ex-husband,
Richard instructs, “so miss him. Send him
some love and light every time you think
about him, then drop it... If you clear out
all that space in your mind that you're
using right now to obsess about this guy,
you'll have a vacuum there... [and you
could be filled] with more love than you
ever dreamed. So stop using David (her
ex-husband) to block that door. Let it go”

Many have found this the golden rule
of letting go. Indeed, in different phases in
our lives we need to be resigned to futility.
It touches the heart only because it is easy
and does not demand any self-denial for
another person: it is entirely internal. It
lacks the need for interaction or true care
for other people. It would make sense in
both Gilbert’s life and his own if they were
the subservient victim of their previous
relationship. They were not. In fact, they
were the one who imposed pain on the
other party. Gilbert divorces her ex-hus-
band because she no longer thinks he fits
with her lifestyle. Gilbert wants to travel
around the world while ex-husband wants
to settle and finish a Master's. So they
split, although the only “compensation”
her husband asks for on the negotiation
table of the law firm is Gilbert herself.

Everyone has the experience of regret-

| ting a misstep. Therefore, some feel the

need to forgive themselves for the unwise
decision they have made. ‘Forgiveness’,
however, has a meaning distinct from
“coming to terms” with something. For-
giveness, by definition, means asking for
pardon for wrongs done against another
person. The authority to grant forgiveness

| rests on the other party, not the wrong-

doer, and cannot be taken for granted. The
seeker of forgiveness is completely help-
less and fragile before the victim and fears
a refusal of the granting of clemency.
Coming back to the ‘letting go’ for-
mula, what Gilbert and Richard are doing
is merely coming to terms with mistakes
they have made. Nonetheless, the formula
fails to cover one whole dimension of the
mess they are in respectively. They need
to be forgiven, not just internalise the
guilt. In fact, guilt cannot be internalised.
For Richard, this haunting sense of guilt
stems from the fear of non-forgiveness,
that his family would disown him forever.
It appears that he still loves his family,
since the motivation for forgiveness is
to heal the wounds. No attempts to seek
forgiveness on his part are mentioned in
the film. As wise as he usually is, he would
probably never be released from his guilt
if he only tries to extract forgiveness from
within, as it has to be given from without.
The formula is even more absurd if
applied to Gilbert. She only sounds like
a baby yelling for sweets because she has
broken the jar and they are taken away.
Ungrateful for her ex-husband’s love and
care for her, as least as portrayed in the
film, she is not even bothered to return the
affection by compromising her life plan
in order to save her marriage. Now, when
she is on this mega-expensive self-help
journey, she is shoveling him completely
out of her memory and emotions. Either
naive or ignorant, it is unbelievable that
she struggles to dispose him by “drop-
ping it” and does not even feel the need to
apologise for her selfishness. How does
that back up her philanthropic commit-

dn’t happen

analyses film’'s distorted realities

of whom is in his mid-seventies) are able
to dispatch you and your entire battalion
armed only with a whip and an old, half
loaded service revolver.

The above scenario (from Raiders
of the Lost Ark) is a textbook instance
of the ‘Principle of Evil Marksmanship’
(also known as “The Stormtrooper Effect’)
which states that, ‘any ‘enemy’ marks-
man is almost certain to be a terrible
shot ahd, in general, is only able to hit
targets that have no bearing on the plot,
or targets whose death is actually a part of
the plot’. Critic Roger Ebert of the Chicago
Sun-Times has written about several of
these laws of cinema-only reality. For
instance, consider the bizarre etiquette of
the ‘One-at-a-time Attack Rule’, which
governs the behaviour of multiple assail-
ants when facing down a sole antagonist.
The rule states that, having confronted the
antagonist, the group will encircle him/
her (almost always him) and, rather than
use their superior numbers to overpower
him, will proceed to take it in turns to
engage in one-on-one combat with him,
despite their vast and unexplained physi-
cal inferiority.

The thing is, cinema’s inability to
imitate life goes well beyond its moun-
tains of dead or unconscious henchmen;
nothing in the movies is ever quite like real
life. Take money: rich people are hugely
overrepresented in films, with the median
income of conventional movie characters

somewhere in the region of ‘shit-tons’ and |

‘lots’. However, paradoxically, when Hol-
lywood does depict poverty, it caricatures
it, and portrays those forced to exist in its
ridiculous hyper-real squalor as physically
and emotionally destitute. The problem is
that cinema is terrible at imitating life and

ments towards poor people, if she treats
herselflike the captain of the dream team
to bestow upon herself happiness and
ticks people out when they no longer live
up to her expectations? So, after all, Gil-
bert probably needs another trip to reflect
on her egoism. Even her fellow New Age
followers would suggest her to love the

f’hoto: Flickr user cbﬁlinsi hts :

so, when life begins to imitate cinema, we
take on a sort of vain, ridiculous alter-
ego; the warped reflection of the silver
screen, if you will. It's like movies split our
personality so that, while one half of us
knows that most violent crime occurs in
the home, the other half is watching out
for Italian-Americans and serial killers.
While one half of us knows that the boy/
girlfriend that we loved and that left us is
never coming back, the other half, the half
that watches the occasional rom-com, is
just whiling away the hours before their
inevitable return. And, even as one half of
us is fully aware that Russia’s victory over
Nazism came at the price of anywhere
between 20 and 25 million of their own
citizens, the other half assumes that Stalin
must have just pointed Harrison Ford and
Sean Connery in the direction of Berlin,
and sat there awaiting news of the inevi-
table German surrender.

Yes, it seems that movies have given us
all multiple personality disorder. Well, not
real multiple personality disorder, just the
pretend cinematic type, where you end up
hanging out with Yourself and Irene and
where, not only do the voices in your head
have a physical manifestation, but it actu-
ally looks like Brad Pitt.

earth a bit more and stop taking the plane
so much. Furthermore, constant travel-
ling from place to place shies one away
from building long-term relationships and
commitment of any sort, which is what
Gilbert really needs to learn.




A pamful procedure

v describes the battle against FGM

ast Sunday was the Internation-

al Day Against Female Genital

Mutilation (FGM). Despite this

initiative to raise awareness

of such a prolifically violent
practice, with countless menstrual and
emotional consequences, the day passed
by relatively unnoticed. The World Health
Organization estimates that between 100
to 140 million girls and women worldwide
are currently living with the repercus-
sions of FGM: is it then naive to think that
there is a possibility of preventing this
international violation of women'’s rights
when it appears as an entrenched social
convention?

Female Genital Mutilation encom-
passes any procedure which involves the
partial or total removal of the external
female genitalia. The WHO categorises
this as anything from clitoridectomy,
infibulation, and even genital piercings.
Despite being sporadically used in Asia
and the Middle East, FGM is predomi-
nantly seen in Western, Eastern and
North Eastern Africa, in countries such
as Somalia and Egypt. Within the African
continent itself it is thought that around
92 million girls aged ten and older have
undergone FGM, with another 3 million at
risk each year. Why, then, are infants and
adolescents continually being subjected to
such a physically and emotionally violent
practice? The deduced reality therefore
suggests that Western international
disapproval is doing little to dissuade this
inherent practice.

One of the biggest challenges facing
the prevention of FGM is that it is increas-
ingly associated with what is deemed
acceptable sexual behaviour. It links the
procedures to premarital virginity and
marital fidelity; in many communities
where FGM is practiced it is believed that

it reduces a women’s libido to further
suppress any illicit actions. Accordingly,
itis inadequately argued as a cleansing
practice, utilised to enhance the ideals of
femininity and modesty. What transpires,
however, is each young girl’'s modesty be-
ing laid bare to adhere to this unnecessary
cultural norm. Senegalese urban musician
Sister Fa, she herself having been ‘cut’,
recently gave an insight into the mindset
which resides within the practice; “It is
when you are alone you think how can I
not ‘cut’ my child? She will be marginal-
ized, pushed in a corner. When the cutting
ceremony is organized for the whole
village, and she is not there, everyone will
know she has not been ‘cut’. Then she will
be treated like an animal, you can’t get
married, you can’t cook, or even give water
to others to drink.”

How then is it possible to give victims
of FGM a voice? This is exactly what
Sister Fa aims to do. She is lending her
talents to a new initiative targeting the
twelve countries on the African continent
where FGM is most commonly practiced.
It is offering a grass roots approach to
infiltrate and persuade the local context; it
is domestic Education against Mutilation.-
Indeed, Nafissatou Dopp, co-ordinator

| for the 2008 joint initiative operated by
| the United Nations Population Fund and
| UNICEEF, has since stated that African

women reliving their own experiences and
consequences they have faced as a result
of FGM to the younger generations, is per-
haps the only way to reduce this practice:
“We have learned from twelve years of
mistakes by well-meaning Non-Govern-
mental Organisations”. This is certainly
true in Sister Fa’s case as her hometown
of Thionck Essyl, where she was subjected
to FGM, has completely abandoned the
practice. It is obvious then that in order to

quell a further rise in FGM , change needs
to be perceived within these communi-
ties as internal and voluntary and not as
unwarranted foreign interference. Seem-
ingly, an initial decline in the prevalence
rate of FGM is a tentative step in the right
direction. Within Ethiopia for example,

it has fallen 7 per cent to 74 per cent but
Egypt has only seen a reduction to 91 per
cent from 97 per cent. Reducing FGM will

" not be an overnight success story.

More worrying, however, is that
despite the clamour that FGM primar-
ily resides on the African continent, it is
increasingly becoming a concern within

~ the Europe. Here in the UK especially it

has seen a dramatic increase. A study
conducted by the Foundation for Women'’s
Health Research and Development found
that approximately 66,000 women living
in England and Wales had been circum-
cised. Last August, there was a record rise
of FGM in London. The Metropolitan Po-
lice stated that they had intervened in 122
cases since 2008 but had had to intervene
twenty-five times already by August 2010.
Dr. Comfort Momah, who runs a women’s
reproductive health clinic at Guy’s and St.
Thomas’ Hospital, says she sees about 350
women and children with FGM-related
problems each year: “We have people
calling me or calling other clinics saying
I know a circumciser in Leytonstone, I
know a doctor who is practicing FGM in
the community”. This is all in spite of
the 2003 Female Genital Mutilation Act,
intended to protect the rights of young
girls and women who are subjected to or
taken overseas for the purpose of genital
mutilation. It is surprising then that there
have been no prosecutions under this law
to date.

In January 2010, the European Parlia-
ment hosted an event entitled ‘Abandon-
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ment of Social Norms Harmful to Girls

| and Women, in order to draw attention to

the growing problem of FGM in Europe.

| Since 2008, the European Network for the

Prevention of Female Genital Mutilation
(EuroNet-FGM) has seen the develop-
ment of National Action Plans for the

| elimination of FGM in fifteen European

| countries. Furthermore, the Daphne

| programme which is assisted financially

by the EU has been the main source of
monetary contributions in raising aware-
ness, prevention and protection of victims

| of FGM.

Amnesty International is currently
running a campaign to launch a European

- Strategy targeting FGM. The key dimen-

sions they are calling for include collection

| of date on prevalence of FGM in Europe,

clearer asylum guidelines for those under

| threat of FGM as well as mainstreaming of

FGM in the EU’s dialogue on co-operation
with Third World countries where FGM

is predominantly practiced. They have s6
far collected 25,912 signatures, surpassing
their target of 24,000. They are calling for

| more people to get involved as a ‘strong

voice’ against FGM by applying online.
There is no easy way to prevent FGM,
but with campaigns such as this, there is
an opportunity to continue to speak out
against FGM. Just as Sister Fa is doing in
Africa, it is time the prevalence of FGM
in Europe was not only prevented but
recognised too. f

bgfbrmauonabouttheﬂ!’spm)u'tagavm
FGM can be found at: :

http://www.endfgmeu
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...alayman’s look at science
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Terminator?
Let’s hope not.

¥ Wiseman

istory is arace
between educa-
tion and catastro-
phe”, wrote H.G.
Wells. RoboEarth,
a scheme to develop a way of Robots
sharing what they learn about the world,
threatens to upend Wells’s axiom and pit
education (albeit of robots) against the
future flourishing of mankind.

Before you get too despondent about
the future of civilization, allow me to
explain what RoboEarth will try to do.

At present, the great challenge of the
electronic engineers that work on robots
is, put simply, teaching them. While we
are actually quite good at the mechanical
bit — building the robot’s muscles, its their
brains we struggle with. Robots, like hu-
mans, begin life clueless about the world
they inhabit. The difference, though, is
that robots have to learn everything for
themselves, meaning their development is
really rather slow.

Funded by the European Union, a
team of thirty-five researchers will spend
the next four years on the project, dubbed
a Wikipedia for robots. As imbecilic and
far-fetched as science can be (see your
correspondent’s previous column entries
for evidence of this), the results of this
project could be revolutionary. At present,
robotics is the art of teaching machines
with mind-bending potential the most
inane of tasks. Take the Honda ASIMO.
Who could watch footage of these techno-
logical masterpieces kicking a football to
and fro and avoid thinking that they could
be doing something more worthwhile?

This is the facilitating power of
RoboEarth - if it works. And leave your
cynicism at the door. There are, as we
speak, robots sharing information with
one another, downloading descriptions
of basic tasks and coauthoring maps of
the rooms they wheel around in. How this
can fail to excite or horrify you, I do not
know. Success would mean that robots
might actually do something worthwhile,
or dreadful, depending on your dystopian
proclivities.

There are, however, challenges for
the RoboEarth team; the biggest being
how to construct a system accessible to
robots of all kinds. The technical term, I
am reliably informed, is ‘open standards’.
So, fellow Luddites, if the boffins get their
heads around open standards, it appears
robots will have their day. To the optimist,
RoboEarth is the next step on the path
towards a leisure-filled world where we sit
in the sun while little automatons serve us
Daiquiris. To the pessimist, the future is a
Terminator-inspired hell.

+
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ince I came to the LSE, the

number of times I've used

a public library is still is in

single figures; it’s not really

that necessary when every-
thing is (usually) provided at university.
I still, however, treasure the odd visit to
the local library, and I still visit my local
library athome, even if it is usually for the
book sales which Staffordshire County
Council host to flog books they don't
want anymore. So when I heard a library
relatively close to my flat, Kensal Rise
Library, was holding a protest against its
proposed closure, as well as that of five of
the twelve libraries in Brent, I went along
to find out what was going on and whether
it was representative of what was going on
across the country.

So Saturday, designated National
Libraries’ Day, I traipsed with my flatmate
to Kensal Rise Library for the first time — I
knew it was there having run past it a few
times, I'd just never needed to use it, but
I'd heard of its possibly imminent closure
from the local paper a few months before.
Walking past Queen’s Park, it was overcast
and very windy. We arrived at about
10.30am and the small library was packed
full, the vast majority of the parents ac-
companying their children white middle-
class professionals, who felt they would
go along and admirably do their bit for the
local community before going off to Pi-
lates in the afternoon. I looked around for
someone to ask about the library’s closure,
but the only person I could identify as a
library worker, a grey-haired middle-aged
woman, was keener for me to sign a peti-
tion against the library’s closure and then
move on to allow more people to sign it
than to talk.

Ilooked around, and I gravitated to
my favourite section in any library, the bi-
ographies. For some reason they had Roy
‘Chubby’ Brown'’s autobiography: that tour
de force of modern English writing had
been lent out four times over several years.
Amongst other books: unsurprisingly, a
prominent left-wing British Labour Party
politician’s diaries had been taken out tens
of times. I moved around to the DVDs —
they had hundreds of them, placed in four
racks and a couple of shelves in a corner of
the library. Moving on around the library,

1 squeezed past a packed computer area: a

boy was watching a Genoa vs. someone-
else-from-Serie-A match on YouTube.
Kensal Rise’s children obviously have
eclectic tastes.

I was disappointed in the adult fiction
section. I didn't take a greatlong look at it
- my path was blocked by tens of children
and their parents singing songs about
keeping the library open — so there could
have been more of it, I suppose, dotted
around. My impression of Kensal Rise
library was that I'd been to far better ones,
but that it wasn’t bad; it was serving a
definite and valuable purpose in the com-
munity: Roy ‘Chubby’ Brown's book aside,
it didn’t deserve closure. As I was walking
out of the door, a small man was stand-
ing by, marshalling people in and out. I
hadn’t noticed him when I walked in, but
he looked strikingly like a less tidy, smaller
Steve Pemberton. Luckily, I'd found a good
person to talk to: Carl was the manager
of Kensal Rise Library, and also Kilburn
Library down the road.

Does itlook like the end of Kensal
Rise library to him? Very frankly, he says,
“It would look very close to me — there’s a
consultation period which ends in March,”
and the council will decide at a council
meeting on 11th April whether the librar-
ies in Brent earmarked for closure get shut
down. Brent Council wants to save £1 mil-
lion - that it's apparently costing them £4
for a person to take out a book no longer
makes the library a viable proposition
according to them, although there’s fierce
debate over the figures and they're variable
from library to library since all the figures
are collated together: some have car parks,
which make loaning cumulatively cheaper,
some don't.

I ask him about the people there
supporting the library. He says that the
Council could be seen as taking an at-
titude of ‘inverted snobbery’ — because
these white, middle-class people in
Kensal Rise have enough money to buy
books for themselves and their kids, the
Council are treating it that's not as bad as
taking away libraries than in less affluent
areas of Brent. Yes, of course, they would
miss them more in the less affluent areas,
but Carl expects that there would be less
protestation from other areas where
people, unlike some of those in Kensal
Rise, might not be as willing to tell the

literacy

lores London’s libraries under threat

council to stick their proposals “where the
sun don't shine”

Predictably, it goes deeper than that
and gets murky and political. Several
years ago, Carl tells me, the Labour coun-
cil wanted to shut down four libraries in
Brent - but when Labour lost in the 2004,
the next Liberal Democrat-Tory coalition
scrapped the proposals. Now Labour are
back and are citing cuts in budget handed
down from central government, by the
Communities and Local Government
Secretary and cutter extraordinaire Eric
Pickles, as the trigger that means that the
libraries have to go.

Iwalk away, but want to see if that’s
the general consensus around (north)
London. I got the Overground to Haringey,

, and walked up and down Crouch Hill

to Hornsey Library. I'd heard there was

to be a read-a-thon with local authors.
Although it is not earmarked for closure
by Haringey council, the library was hold-
ing events to show their support for other
libraries in need around London.

When I got there, there was no noise,
few people around: I'd missed it. I arrived
at1.30pm, and it had finished more than
an hour before. ButI took a chair and
looked and milled about for an hour or
two. A much bigger library than Kensal
Rise, they had a vast CD collection which
rivalled and beat Kensal Rise’s DVD col-
lection hands down. In it were records as
cult — take that however you want to — as
The Cranberries’ Treasure Box, The Fall’s
Complete Peel Sessions and huge box
set of Messiaen. In their different ways, I
liked both libraries I visited. I went home
saddened — not thinking of the economic
rules that might do it, just on purely senti-
mental grounds, which these days is prob-
ably deeply flawed logic in itself — that one
of the two I'd seen that day might not see
to the end of the year.

According to the Guardian, there are
350 libraries which are threatened with
closure this year around Britain but the
degree to which libraries are threatened
from county to county varies greatly. Ob-
viously Brent is one case; in Oxfordshire
just under half - twenty out of forty-three
— are threatened with closure; in Dorset,
fourteen of their thirty-four are for the
chop. But some counties won't need to
shut down any of their local libraries at

all. Greater localisation has resulted once
again in a kind of hideously unfair post-
code lottery.

A broadside against the govern-
ment and his local council was launched
by the author Philip Pullman, who has
thrown his weight behind the campaign
to save local libraries in Oxfordshire: “The
government, in the Dickensian person
of Mr. Eric Pickles, has cut the money it
gives to local government and passed on
the responsibility for making the savings
to local authorities. Some of them have
responded enthusiastically, some less so;
some have decided to protect their library
service, others have hacked into theirs...
and its hundreds of thousands of books of
learning and scholarship”

Pullman goes onto spot a contrast be-
tween the Conservative Party’s pledge to
introduce a Big Society to Britain and its
policy and actions: “The council is hoping
that the youth service, which is also going
to lose twenty centres, will be staffed by
volunteers. Are these the same volunteers,
or a different lot of volunteers?”

Atleast there are proposals that there
are volunteers in libraries that stay open,
however patronising that might seem to -
some librarians who would have to have
their jobs picked up by people doing it for
alark or out of civic duty; it's clear that
some libraries won't be so lucky.

The coalition have been relatively
lucky so far with the degree to which the
public perceive them to be responsible
for the £1.1 billion cuts in local govern-
ment and responsible for other cuts. Local
government is so feeble in Britain people
often don’t know where the blame lies
anyway. Partly it's because people think
some of the blame lies with the bankers,
some of the blame lies with the previous
government, some of the blame lies with
the tax evaders, but recently groups, like
UK Uncut, who station themselves outside
Arcadia shops to protests against the
owner’s apparent tax evasion, have chal-
lenged them one by-one. There will be an
ominous time for the government when
it becomes the principal target for these
attacks and, with their Big Society plan
flagging week by week, it might be sooner
than they expect.Jf

Shhh-

irst the school fee, and then the
ibraries, the Tories really are
losing their minds.
The government'’s plan to
close more than 450 libraries had
recently caused indignation and protests
across the country. Indeed, this decision is

utterly outrageous and disgraceful. Series

of events and campaigns against the
proposal took place. Library Workers for
a Brighter Future organised a mass ‘shhh-
in’ at Sheffield Central Library, where
protesters joined in a chorus of ‘shhh’ then
cheered for their library. They also took
out the maximum fifteen books allowed
with their library cards to prevent the
closure with the theory that a library can-
not be shut down while most of the books
are still on loan. Shelves were emptied by
protesters in many other libraries around
the UK as well.

In Gloucestershire, campaigning
group Friends of Gloucestershire librar-
ies, by 18th January had already collected
10,000 names in a petition against the
county’s plans to cut library services by 43
per cent.

In Suffolk, children and adults
gathered outside Ipswich County Library
to voice their concerns over the Suffolk
County Council’s plan to slash 30 per cent
of the library budget.

The planned closures around Oxford
is particularly ironic, as the city is bidding
to became UNESCO’s World Book Capital
in 2014. Colin Dexter, who was at the
forefront of Oxford’s bid, had previously
expressed confidence in the bidding. But
if the libraries are to be closed, when the
committee come to Oxford, they will only
see libraries with boarded-up windows.
Merely imagining the scene is truly
depressing.

fom

The UK
Government is

“trying to close

libraries filled with
resources. And this
iswhata
‘developed’ coun-
try does?

What the government uses to justify
its controversial plan is again the over-
used line - it saves money. ‘Coincidental-
ly’, the government’s plan often ‘happens’
to hit the poor particularly hard. The
claim that in an age of Internet, people
can access information needed at home
anyway is groundless. Some people even
tried to back up the government's proposal
by saying libraries will be or are replaced
by the Amazon Kindle. How about those
who can't afford having a computer?

And since when did the Kindle become

a product owned by everyone? So those
have the least now don’t even have to right
to access the most precious public goods -
knowledge?

How ironic is this? While my mother,

along with many other philanthropists,
were donating tens of thousands of books
to schools in rural China that can’t afford
to have any books, the UK government

is trying to close libraries filled with
resources. And this is what a ‘developed’
country does?

To be honest, this is not even about
whether other ways of obtaining informa-
tion is available. In the UK, more than half
of the population is still estimated to
visit a public library at least
once a year and there
are about288 mil-
lion visits every
year. When new
choices arise, this
does not mean
the traditional ones
need to be aban-
doned. Instead, more
often than not, the old
ways should be cherished.
They exist for a reason.
Benefits brought by the
libraries are not hard to see.
They bring the society together.
Don't we already spend enough
hours hiding in our little rooms? 3
At the erid of the day, it's just another
way of getting information, another
place to read, to work, to relax, to browse

websites, to meet friends... And many do j

prefer to use the libraries as opposed to
other facilities.

Moreover, the government’s claim that
most information contained in the library
is accessible online is not even true. What
the Internet and library offer are two very
different sets of material. While the fast
changing news can be read online for free,
most books are not available on the Inter-
net unless paid for. Therefore the govern-

ocking decisions

» decries library closures

ment’s action is depriving its people’s
right to gain information and knowledge,
the poor and rich alike.

Waves of protests followed by the
government’s plan to close public
libraries should be encour-
aged. But more im- -
portantly, it's
time

the government starts to listen. @

The future of information?

Flickr user: gillyberlin




Judicious immunity

. o

ver the past decade we have

seen Lady America lay the

law of the land, and to hell

with whose land it is in the

first place. Did we hear you
say WMDs, Saddam? Never mind finding
any evidence, let’s just rip your country
apart to shambles. A few scattered mili-
tants in the mountains in Pakistan? Well,
what a good time to see what this button
does and fire drones from the White
House Common Room and indiscrimi-
nately attack all the civilians there. And
what'’s that Afghanistan? We told you we'd
be out by now? No, we kinda like keeping
you here right under our feet.

Bruce Cummings said, “Hegemony
means never having to say you're sorry”.
Ididn't realise how true that was until
the beginning of this month. A journal-
ist’s heaven, Pakistan is a country which
is currently leaving newspapers spoilt for
choice for the next headline. You would
have to be pretty outrageous to get the

express route to be the next big news piece
that gets everyone talking. And that's
exactly what Raymond Davis did. Alleg-
edly, if two ordinary men on a motorcycle
are next to your car in traffic in broad
daylight, you lose all reason, take out your
illegal weapon and gun them down not
once, not twice but seven times. You then
not only try to flee the scene but radio

call your colleagues from the consulate to
come and save you from the big, bad cops
because obviously, you are the victim here.
Who cares about the two men who you so

| brutally murdered just there? They're dead
| anyway.

Alright, so you have to be ever so
slightly politically correct so you agree to
be taken into custody because obviously,

| Pakistani law is entirely on your terms.

But before that you ensure that by virtue
of holding an American passport you de-
serve extra tight security because you fear
for your life. Surely, some other Pakistani
will get so excited at the prospect of seeing

Heisn’tevena
diplomat but an
employee at the

US consulate and
what’s more is that
his job description
didn’t say anything
about him being
able to legally carry
firearms
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ponders US diplomatic exceptionalism

a foreigner that they too would want to
play around with the big guns (No, Ray,
that’s justyou).

One of the benefits of being a dip-
lomat in a foreign country is that you
enjoy immunity and, was Davis to have it,
Pakistan would be unable to try him. Even
though this protection is a bit vague on
murders (diplomats aren’t usually para-
noid homicidal maniacs), it is protection
nonetheless. Where this gets interesting
is that lucky Mr. Davis was in the country
on a business visa thus very neatly placing
him outside the shade of the diplomatic
immunity umbrella. Funnily enough, he
isn’t even a diplomat but an employee at
the US consulate and what's more is that
his job description didn't say anything
about him being able to legally carry fire-
arms. Given how many factors are playing
against him, you'd think the Pakistani
courts would have a lot to work with to
punish the man exactly like he deserves.

Too bad he’s American.

Once again Uncle Sam proves why
he is every one’s favourite uncle where
he goes on to demonstrate that the rules
will never apply to him. Had a Pakistani
‘diplomat’ done something remotely
similar on American soil, I'm thinking no
one would ever hear from him again. But
now, Mrs. Clinton herself is involved and
pressuring President Zardari to release
Davis. Throwing in the Vienna Con-
vention of Diplomatic Relations when
convenient, Clinton insists he was acting
in self-defence. Sure he had just been to
the cash point and was driving around in
his snazzy four-wheeler but what about

the fact that the city police chief found that

the forensic evidence did not support his
claim that one of the men approached his
car window, cocked his gun and pointed
itat him? And even if it were the case,
why did he have to shoot the other one

down when he tried to run away? Was the
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second shooting simply a case of ‘One for
Sorrow, Two for Joy'?

A comment I found online read said
something like, “Pakistan should save ev-
eryone’s time and energy and just release
him. Does Pakistan still want the food that
American money buys?”. This provocative
sentiment is very reflective of the mental-
ity towards the country that has lost more
civilians and soldiers to America’s War
on Terror. Sovereignty can go take ahike
when it comes to those stars and stripes.
Respecting the laws of any other country
besides their own is a joke. Justice turns a
blind eye to their conduct because that’s
just the American way. And of course it
gets away with all this because it waves
the big bucks and turns all developing
countries into its little bitches.

To add a touch of Shakespeare into
this, the wife of one of the victims recently
killed herself, unable to deal with the in-
evitable truth that as long as Washington
was in charge, justice would not be served.
I, for one have had it with the arrogance
that generates this mindset. It has reached
the point where America doesn't even
pretend otherwise. No, Hillary Clinton,
you cannot suddenly decide that a consul-
ate employee gains diplomatic immunity
after he has committed a crime. No, Ray-
mond Davis, you do not deserve to go back
to your home country and have your case
quietly filed away. And no, this time Paki-
stan will not be your whore and do exactly
as you say. This time, America will have to
swallow its pride, prove Cummings wrong
and say sorry.

olitical societies are to be
constructed upon a thin
conception of the ‘human
being’ and the good in order
that a reasonable pluralism
be ensured in the society. The veil of
ignorance behind which negotiators in
the original position come to decisions
about their society is put in place in order
that biases and preferences do not come
to shape the political outcomes: this is
a necessity if a well-ordered political
community is to be formed in which
the members are capable of agreeing
upon a public conception of justice.
The process of reflective equilibrium
between considered moral judgement
and comprehensive doctrines permits
people to create an overlapping consensus

. Can female

pertaining to their collective conceptions
of the good when compared to their own
differing views. As people do not know,
in this position, their class position,
social status, strength or intelligence,

it is purely upon the basis of morality
that overlapping consensus is formed.
Reasonable pluralism is ensured by

the role played by the collectivisation

of considered moral judgements: this
constellation of moral judgements may
well vary from place to place, and so it
should.

The praxis of female genital mutilation
falls perfectly into this framework: the
practice of FGM is a settled cultural
norm in certain parts of the world - to
the point of its acceptability being a
considered moral judgement, with 82

per cent of Egyptian women supporting
the continuation of the practice in one
survey - and with some women seeing it
is a necessity to become a ‘true woman!
| To forbid an act which has such cultural
significance and is clearly associated with
many people’s conceptions of the good
would have no legitimate basis. The cause
for a lack of legislation is furthered by the
fact that FGM does not serve to remove
the capacity of women to utilise primary
goods and exercise their moral rights:
as the lexically primary concern of any
political society is to ensure the exercise of
such rights, once again no legitimate basis
could be cited to prohibit the practice.
As people are to consider themselves
only as people at the time of the
| negotiation over the basic structure of

society: gender is not to be considered

by the political society as important at
any juncture. The consideration of such

a gender-specific fact on a legislative
agenda is to make such an attribute
relevant in a matter in which it should not
be. f

genital mutilation be justified?

Alexander Young is...

RAWLS

RN

iberal feminism asserts the
equality of men and women
through political and legal re-
form. It is a branch of feminism,
which uses the language of lib-
erty, rights and legal equality. As stated in
his book ‘The Subjection of Women’, Mill
believed that the oppression of women
was one of the few remaining relics from
ancient times, a set of prejudices that se-
verely impeded the progress of humanity.
He defended the emancipation and edu-
cation of women on utilitarian grounds
— that the emancipation of women should
be justified on the immediate greater
good, the enrichment of society and indi-
vidual development. Women'’s progres-
sion in society will benefit society as a
whole, as they prove to be useful assets in
its development. Additionally, the role of

women in marriage needed to be changed
- as society, gender construction and
education are three aspects of women’s
lives that are hindering them.

Female genital mutilation is an affront
to women's human rights, and should be
eradicated. Itis also a horrific practice
in terms of health and hygiene — as itis
argued that women to undergo the prac-
tice have a greater chance of having HIV/
AIDS, scarring, infertility or infections.
Not only it is a painful and humiliating
practice, but also it is usually performed
without the consent of the patient. It has
psychological and sexual side effects on
the women who go through it — depriv-
ing them of a full sexual experience and
sometimes creating a mental aversion to
sex.

When a family refuses to submit their

daughters to the ceremony of genital
mutilation, they are isolated by the com-
munity — often being refused marriage,
social inclusion and access to resources.
Hence, it is evident that the problem lies
in the mentality and culture of the popula-
tions that inflict this practice — and the
reforms necessary should stem from this
cultural core. FGM as a social conven-
tion includes the pressure to prepare a
young girl for marriage, and is considered
part of raising a daughter in a proper
manner. The groups involved should be
educated in learning how this practice

is a grave infringement and disrespect
towards women'’s rights. If the important
aspect were the religious background and
ceremony surrounding the practice, an
alternative would be to come up with a
symbolic ritual to replace it. Tribes which

SR

approve the practice should be educated
the physiological effects on girls and on
how alternative means can be used to
promote post-marital sex.
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Careful giving

More care should be taken for charities, writes

s RAG week approaches

again at LSE, there will soon

be even more competition on

Houghton Street for a small

onation of your money. The

constant exposure to the numerous genu-
inely very good causes at LSE and indeed
as we go about daily life - posters on the
tube, advertisements in newspapers and
on television - can leave many feeling
jaded about charitable giving. However, I
believe that it is very important we do give |
to charity for two broad reasons.

Firstly, as LSE students we are all
very privileged: indeed simply to be at
university is very rare in a global context.
Whilst many of us will not have signifi-
cant amounts of spare money all of us can
spare some change. I doubt any of us can
genuinely claim to not be able to donate
something at all. Consider this: next time
you go out, buy one less drink and donate

the money saved to a charity in RAG week.
This simple act won’t change your life
at all but could make a real difference to
another person. Many of us are rightly
concerned about poverty and inequality
and charitable giving is fantastic way to
directly combat many of these issues. As
a community it is important to ‘put our
money where our mouth is’.

Secondly, it is important to remember
that charities do make a very real differ-
ence to people’s lives. It seems strange

| in modern Britain to incur a cost and not

receive a good or service in return but it is
important to remember that any money
donated will have a very real impact on

a person’s life. This lack of apparent
connection between donation and effect
can reduce the incentive to give and it is
important to remember that a donation
isn't simply ‘money out’ but is actually
buying a real difference for another per-

son. All charities make a serious effort to
minimise administration costs and invest

| aslittle as possible in overheads and so

you can be confident that your donation
will make a difference. Perhaps cliché, but
ultimately true in many cases.

Last year RAG week raised a brilliant
£40,000 and in light of this figure it is fair
to say that charitable giving is very well

| supported at LSE. On a national level it is

interesting to note that 40% of us, sixteen
to twenty-four year-olds do give to charity
- although the girls are more than twice as

| generous as the boys giving an average of

£16 compared to £7 per donation. How-
ever, it is too easy to see giving as an oner-

| ous social necessity and we should remind

ourselves that we are in position to give

| generously and we should do so happily,

knowing that such giving improves lives
for the better.
Finally, I have a vested interest to

| declare; on the 17th April this year I will
| be running the 26.2 miles of the London

Marathon for the anti-bullying charity
Kidscape. Kidscape is the first charity in
the UK dedicated to preventing bullying
and combating its effects. I decided to
run for the charity after being involved in
the mentoring programme at my school
which helped me realise the importance
of anti-bullying work. If you would like
to help take action against bullying then
you can make a donation online and take
abreak from the Facebook stalking and
sponsor me.

o

Ed canbe sponsoredat: http://wwwijus
giving.gom/édWar&-Ionginotﬁ o

India Week 2011

elaborates on what is to come in India Week

ndia Week 2011 is not about bring-

ing together the Indian community

at LSE, and neither is it just a week

of colourful song and dance. It

is one week dedicated to making
the world more knowledgeable about
this beautiful nation of over 1 billion
people. It's about celebrating what makes
it unique — why do its people dress the
way they do, why do they dance the way
they do, why is cricket religion here, how
do the raucous politics match up to the
incredible growth rate — what makes this
country, teeming with life, pulsate with
heart beats so thunderous that the whole
world reverberates in response. What is
the India story?

Come and discover India as we take
this one week to unravel the story. The
week consists of various events including
an India-Pakistan cricket match at Lord’s,
alecture by eminent politician Shashi
Tharoor, Bollywood dance courses, Hindi
language taster sessions, and a subsi-
dised dinner at Masala Zone in Covent
Garden. There will also be a very unusual |
and interesting panel discussion on India,
China, Pakistan, Afghanistan where LSE
students will play the panellists; a Fashion
Show on Friday during Crush in aid of
RAG's charities; Antakshari, a talent
show; yoga sessions; a movie screening of
Patiala House and a lot more. With many
of these events being run in collaboration
with other societies, India Week promises
to represent a crowd true to the extraor-
dinarily diverse nature of the LSE. From
the traditional to the modern, from the
arcane to the recognised, from the forgot-
ten to the hyped, we aim to unveil many
uncovered facets of the world’s largest and |
fastest growing democracy.

LSE students for the panel discussion
include Sukriti Yadava, Srinjoy Banerjee,
Sulaiman Hakemy, Lamees Tanveer, and
Liang Yu. The Antakshari is to be held by
Medha Krishna; the Hindi language taster,
by Sanam Arora; and the Bollywood dance
course, by extraordinary dancer Karu Raj.
Watch your favourite LSE students like
Lizzie Bacon, Nadine Marshman, Stanley
Ellerby-English, Alex Peters-Day, Jack
Fellows, Sanjay Dave, Neel Malde, as
well as various other members of RAG,
SPICE, the Women's rugby team walk
down the catwalk and move to Bollywood
tunes at the SPICE/RAG Fashion Show
during Crush. Look out for extraordinary
performances by Medha Krishna, Sanaa
Bidhuraaja, and the incredible Nainani
brothers Paras and Dhiraj during the
show. Tickets for the show and Crush are
combined, and this time Crush promises a

twist of Fusion Bollywood! The screen-
ing of Patiala House, a movie based on

the Indian community at Southall with
legendary actors like Akshay Kumar

and Anushka Sharma is being held on
Thursday with a live Question and Answer
session with one of the movie actors after
the screening! Tickets for all events during
India Week may be bought at the stalls on
Houghton Street through the week.

It’s a hard balance

to maintain
between academics

and yet discovering
that oh-so-cultural

side of LSE

Society and academic events at the
LSE run in abundance, and an overdose
ironically always makes ignorance easier.
We walk down Houghton Street everyday
rushing to a class or away from a teacher,
hardly ever stopping to smell the flowers
and pick up a leaflet. Free drinks by the
Polish society one night, while Bhangra
in the Underground on another. Public
lecture by the President of Xjyrfgijfgthstan
or that play about Nazi literature. Where
do we go? It's a hard balance to maintain
between academics and yet discovering
that oh-so-cultural side of LSE, especially
this time around Lent term. But it's a bal-
ance that must be achieved, for studying at
the LSE means experiencing the rare phe-
nomenon of being surrounding by people
of every type. Cultural societies are not
just meant for people of that culture, but
in fact for people of all the other cultures.
In a world where distance no longer de-

| termines who your neighbour is, it's time
| to push your boundaries of colour and

race and change the look of your comfort

. zone. Working in a city as international

as London, every job requires a complete
cognisance of the term globalisation. Un-
derstanding rising powers like China and
India have become the new prerogative,
and working with an understanding of
their cultures a revered skill. Come join us

| celebrate India Week in true Indian style
| from 14th to 18th February - for it is the

21st century, and India has arrived.

[Flickr user: rednivaram

An odeto the
LSE

...Japan was divided? (Pt. 2)

rowing animosity between
North and South Japan,
already very pronounced

by the mid-1950s, became
even more intense in 1956
following the re-election of President
Howard Stassen in the United States and
the victory of the pro-military coalition
of Aiichiro Fujiyama in Tokyo. Fujiyama,
leader of the Reform Party which had
arisen in a response to the disintegration
of the Democrats, adopted a far more
hard-line response to the Communist
regime in Sapporo following several
anti-American riots by various left-wing
groups on the mainland.

The Tsugaru Strait Crisis would
bring the world to the brink of nuclear
war. Under the growing militarism of the
Fujiyama government, a domestic nuclear
programme had commenced in June 1958
with American aid. The details of the
atomic programme were kept hidden even
from senior ministers, with the “Marduk
Institute” established by the Ministry of
National Defence as a front organisation
for the domestic development of fission
material. Despite the plodding nature of
the project forced by the intense secrecy,
aworking prototype bomb was developed
by the end of the decade.

The Japanese People’s Republic,
as the name implied, was not the most
hospitable nation for Aniu and Koreans,
who naturally caused the weakening of
the spirit of the Japanese proletariat and
defensive spirit by not being Japanese.
Fortunate minorities within the increas-
ingly homogeneous population managed
to slip away to either the slowly democ-
ratising South Korea of Chang Myon or
the rapidly democratising South Japan.
The North’s highly pro-Kremlin Premier,
Sanzo Nosaka, had replaced the indepen-
dently minded Tokuda Kyuichi in 1951 and
instigated a far more repressive regime on
the snowy island, although regular grain
shipments and a vast standing military
had managed to ensure stability for the
regime there.

On 5th February 1961, the South Japa-
nese Foreign Ministry announced that
Tokyo had developed domestic nuclear
weapons. Instantly the two nations came
to the brink of war with Premier Nosaka
forced to reveal, after a flustered series of
communiques with General-Secretary
Bulganin, that the JPR also possessed the
A-Bomb. The fact that the northern ver-
sions had simply been shipped covertly
from Sakhalin the previous winter did not
feature in the propaganda released by the
Commissar for Information.

With both nations on the brink of
nuclear war, the Soviet Far East Navy and
US Seventh Fleet began an uneasy patrol
of the freezing waters between the Japa-
nese islands. Newly-elected President
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., never a man to
be accused of being soft on communism,
ordered both Nosaka and his “corrupt,
godless puppet-master Bulganin” to order
their militaries down before an invasion
of Hokkaido by the US-backed military
was launched.

Whilst historians may never know
the full details of the flurry of hurried
telephone exchanges between Moscow,
Tokyo, Sapporo and Washington over the
following fortnight, it was clear by the
end of March that a resolution had been
reached with a public Soviet withdrawal
from the JPR and Aiichiro Fujiyama’s sur-
prise resignation as Prime Minister. It will
never be known exactly what prompted
the Socialist sweep of the Diet at the sub-
sequent general election, but regardless,
Inejiro Asanuma found himselfleading a
very uneasy country indeed: a situation he
soon found himself mandated to solve.

Measured
musings

n the chapter of Genesis, the Bible
claims that marriage required a
“man to leave his father and mother
and cleave to his wife, and the
two shall become one”. Accord-
ing to Roman Catholicism, marriage is
followed by several duties including the
obligation to bear children, with Catholics
claiming that not doing so is ‘more than

B 1o« =

Lifting bans on civil unions in religous venues

likely grounds for an annulment. A highly |
controversial aspect surrounding this |
traditional celebration includes whether
religious institutions should acceptho- |
mosexual marriages.

Liberal Democrat Equalities Min-
ister Lynne Featherstone is expected to
announce later this week that a ban on
civil unions being conducted on religious
venues is to be lifted. This would allow
hymns or bible readings to be included
in ceremonies, and provide gay couples
with spiritual and religious depth in their
celebration of unity.

Since 2001, gay marriage has been
legalised and performed by several juris-
dictions, including in the predominantly
catholic countries of Portugal, Spain and

| Argentina. Gay marriage is not legal in

Britain, but couples are allowed to become
civil partners in order to have the same
legal rights as married couples.

Marriage was never just about sharing
assets or being legally responsible for
your husband'’s debts. For anyone who has
been to a religious marriage ceremony,
itis clear that marriage isn’t just a legal
contract. Religious marriage offers a per-

a5

Lo
-

| manent dimension to the bond between
| the partners, which is compared to the one

between God and humankind.
Religious groups such as Unitarians,
Liberal Jews and Quakers already carry

' out ceremonies for gay couples. However,

this move is likely to be met with opposi-
tion from conservatives within the Church
of England and the Conservative Party.
The Catholic Church, and Pope Benedict
XVTin particular, has regularly con-

| demned same-sex marriage and relation-

ships calling them a ‘destruction of God’s
work'.

Regardless of the religion followed by
the couple, the word marriage (as opposed
to civil union) often implies religious and
social obligations. With the heavy weight
of conventions, history and tradition, one
forgets that marriage is about love. Pro-
viding a spiritual element to civil unions
is one step towards the legalisation of gay
marriage. of

Bianca Nardi
Features Editor

]
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ast weekend, the king of depart-

ment stores, Selfridges, hosted

an event to top all shopping

experiences in the world-wide

wardrobe’s most favoured de-
partment: denim. The event brought de-
signers, fashion writers and experts from
top brands like J Brand to provide cus-
tomers with a free consultation service,
with expert advice about cut, colour and
fabric available in the exclusive surround- .
ings of the Denim lab. Stocking hundreds
of styles, many exclusive to Selfridges,
the department has established itself as
the number one denim destination in the
UK. It stocks timeless classics as well as
a vast variety of seasonal trends to suit
any pair of legs.

But how difficult can it be to buy
a pair of jeans? Are Selfridges over-
complicating an item of clothing which
for most is a wardrobe staple not even to
be considered twice? Denim has come
along way. Proving its versatility in WWII,
its adoption by American icons in the 50s
catapulted it into mainstream fashion to
become the most universally loved and
worn (and | mean worn) piece in anyone’s
wardrobe .

The word “denim” comes from the
origin of the fabric, first made in the
French town of Nimes, the fabric adopted
the name serge de Nimes, which was
soon shortened to Denim. The fabric was
usually dyed indigo blue which faded
with wear and wash, especially in the
saline, sunny environment of sailors and
fishermen who wore the fabric most.

The word “jeans” stems from Genoa in
Italy (Génes in French) where the denim
fabric was first used to make trousers.
They were first issued in 1901 to factory
workers and naval cadets. The shape
morphed from straight cut to bootleg to
allow for ventilation and movement in hot
working conditions. Sailors also had to be
able to take the heavy trousers off easily
if they fell overboard. Levi Strauss saw
the lucrative potential for this new fabric
and collaborated with Jacob Davis who
thought to use copper rivets to reinforce
the seams of the garments to make them
even more durable. Together, they sold
their first overalls to gold miners and their
jeans to the lumberjacks and cowboys of
Western America.

In the 50s, James Dean popular-
ised denim and jeans in the iconic film
Rebel Without a Cause and pretty soon,
they became synonymous with teenage
rebellion and were often banned in public
buildings! During the 60s, the wearing of
jeans became slightly less frowned upon
and filtered through to mainstream youth
culture. Each decade saw new dying
techniques and shapes characterised by
leg shape, waistline, and colour.

Now, jeans are ubiquitous, and it
is difficult to pinpoint exactly what the

f f ™ g===he freedom to use one’s
i & i imagination and the
?3 chance not to be fet-
| tered by the limitation of
I language”, is what makes
visual theatre so appealing according to
Joseph Seelig, a co-director of the Lon-
don International Mime Festival. Over
the course of the last two weeks of Janu-
ary | saw several festival productions that
bore witness to the truth of his words.
In some ways, the association of the
festival with ‘mime’ is an unfortunate one.
That theatrical discipline has become so
totally. associated with the playful silence
of genius Marcel Marceau that the mere
utterance of the word inspires images of
men with white faces pretending to go
up and down in elevators, or polishing

E“Ef’

1ational Mime Festival 2011, London

“newest” style of jeans is. Perhaps it is
the skinny jean, or the “jegging”, but each
style that comes back into vogue every
year hearks back to a past decade. After
years of mid-riff bearing hipster styles,
the high waist has finally returned, paying
tribute to the “retro years” of mod fashion.
Recently too, this season in particular, the
flare is resurfacing, injecting some 70s
flounce into our skin tight obsession.

80s, 90s; these see acid wash and
crazy colours. The whole denim story has
come together now and how better to
celebrate its journey than with a depart-
ment like Selfridges’. Originally with only a
few designers, most high street and high-
end brands will now have a denim range.
The technology of the fabric has rocketed
as well: thinner, lighter and much easier to
work with in terms of design and shaping.
| don’t think many of us could handle the
traditional kind of denim anymore; a good
quality denim jacket is about the closest
thing we come to these days. From pure
utility and modest workforces, denim
jeans have grown into the most coveted
garment in the fashion market, appealing
to millions worldwide from all back-
grounds, cultures, genders and ages.
Designers shape them, scientists create
them, artists tear them, pop stars flaunt
them. Everyone wears them.

No wonder Levi’s alone makes over
$4 billion a year.

Laquer paint skinnies, Diesel, £110

imaginary silver.

The overriding theme of the festival
however, is not mime in this sense, but
‘visual theatre’: a catch-all term that cov-
ers theatre not reliant on text: circus, pup-
petry, object theatre, physical theatre and
live art. | first got the bug for visual theatre
when | saw Krzysztof Kieslowski’s cin-
ematic masterpiece La Double Vie de Vé-
ronique. Some of the great centerpieces
of the film feature puppetry and anyone
that has had seen it will be able to testify
to power of that art form. ‘La Maldicion
de Poe’, which | reviewed extensively in
this publication was a real powerhouse
of raw feeling, puppetry at some of its
staggering best. A performance by Les
Anticlastes, a French company of pup-
peteers was an altogether more surreal

Denim shirt,
Levi's, £70

Classic 501s,
Levi’s, £95

TR
70s Pintuck flares, GAP, £45.95

experience.
The show, Hilum, was based largely

The overriding
theme of the fest
is ‘visual theatre’:
a catch-all term

around the spin cycles of an ageing
washing.machine - if that sounds outright
bizarre, then you won't be far away from
accurately imagining the show. Pup-
pets made from skeletal hands, giant
thumbs and old rags were manipulated
in a world redolent of a disused curiosity
shop. A throbbing and insistent elec-
tronic soundtrack hadme on edge as we
creaked through the twisted world cre-
ated in the ICA theatre.

Ultimately less plot driven than the
Poe piece, it was a tour through the
mind of creator Patrick Sims; disquiet-
ing, at times disturbing, but fantastical
and compelling. Objects came to life and
| could relate to them even though the ~
bizarre logic of their existence folded into
nothingness when the lights came up at
the end of the show. Clowning was the
centrepiece of La Porta (The Door), as
imagined by Kai Leclerc, Bernard Stockli
and Andreas Manz, three Swiss ltalian
clowns who make up a company called
Compagnia 2+1. The heart of the show
was a red door that stood centre stage,
over which they were all fighting for own-
ership rights.

Each time the door opened, a dif-
ferent world could be seen on the other
side, and their characters were struggling

, available

Urban Ou'rfi_tter;, £45

501 cut offs, Levi’s

Denim dress, ASOS, £40

to deal with the unforeseen elements
those worlds would throw at them. Sadly
the execution was weak, and produc-
tion values simply too low for the piece
take me to the other imaginative realms
the clowns so clearly wanted to create.
The production felt like a mere setting for
clowning set pieces, juggling, low level
illusion and slapstick.

What was fascinating was the
question and answers session after the
performance. What is perhaps gener-
ally not realised about clowns is exactly
how seriously they take their work, and
how philosophically they see their craft.
In full makeup and still in character they
attempted to answer ridiculous questions
posed by adults trying to understand
the art of clowning. One plucky young
girl asked, “is that your real hair”, and
she was invited to get her response by
tugging. Then she asked, “are you real
clowns?” which had all three rather lost
for words, and of course went direct to
an issue the adults could not even begin
to truly tease out. “We are trying, every
day we are trying” was the response that
seemed to me to be given with a twinge
of sadness.

The highlight of the festival for me
was Le Jardin (The Gearden) by Atelier
Lefeuvre & André. The circus skills based
show was set around the intriguing rela-
tionship between two gardeners, one of
whom seemed to be in a position of total
dominance over the other. They impro-
vised feats of skill using hose, a wheel
barrow, and oranges, presented with a
combination of music and lighting that
gave the piece a truly cinematic scope.
The physical skills are of course pos-
sessed by many who have worked in
circus, but the genius of this show was
their ability to keep us guessing at the

true nature of their wordless union, and to

seamlessly flow from the garden setting

Maaike Mossel scouts
Houghton Street’s best dressed

Hasani, second year, BSc Actuarial
cience

Hasani, from Barbados, embodies the
rue laid-back philosophy from his home
ountry: he claims to have no particular
tyle secrets or to have any knowledge

his outfit: the right balance of colours,
he accessories that give just enough of
n accent and the quality of the materials}
he is wearing. But most of all it is the at-
itude he projects of simply not trying too
hard. Overthinking an outfit is definitely a
‘ashion faux-pas.
— :

LONDON FASHION WEEKEND
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to the physical performance. “Language
is very important,” said Joseph, “but vi-
sual theatre capitalises on theatrical pos-
sibilities such as movement and space”,
possibilities that are often underrealised in
theatre based on powerful oratory.

The shows | saw without exception
sought to transport audiences to places
we are not accustomed to see on the
London stage. The sheer inventiveness of
the minds at work as well as the physical
capabilities of the performers should be
enough to animate and excite even the
most rational and theory-weary LSE stu-
dent. | am already excited for 2012.




Ed Banger Records: Teachi

Pedro Winter

t's not often someone can say, “My

career in music has made me who

I am today,” and mean it. Rarer stil

is someone whose “career” en-

compasses both the musical and
managerial aspects of the dance music
scene. But for Pedro ‘Busy P’ Winter, it
is not just his time as a club promoter for
Parisian rave nights, starting up fashion
label Cool Cats or even the twelve years
of managing French house legends Daft
Punk that allows him to speak with sea-
soned experience on the future direction
of contemporary electro music.

It’s also the fact that he founded
electronic dance label Ed Banger Re-
cords in 2002, which would later sign on
SebastiAn, Mr. Oizo (of Flat Eric fame)
and Justice. Pedro himself is on the label
roster under alias ‘Busy P’, proving his
skills behind the production desk are as
respectable as his entrepreneurial ones.

As a DJ, producer, fashion designer
and label boss, Pedro has been in the
electro game for the past nineteen years
with a remarkable amalgamation of tal-
ents. “I've always been in love with music,
particularly from France. There’s nothing
quite like that French true spirit,” he says,
“So when | went to a rave for the first time
in Paris in '92, | realized | wanted to get
involved somehow. The rave was great, it
was like oh yeah, I'm dancing, oh, rave is
wonderful, but | didn’t want to just dance.
| wanted to become the provider of the
music people were swinging to.”

For Pedro, drugs were never an imv-
portant part of the club experience — he

claims to have been drunk only a handful
of times. “I was much more interested

in electronic dance music. By the time it
was '95, | had started doing these night
parties in Paris. They were small, but
intimate and well-organised,” he says. “I
used to organise nights for a club called
Palais. Believe it or not, David Guetta
used to run the whole thing and he
wanted me to handle the second floor, so
| scouted out local French DJs.”

| started managing
Daft Punk during
‘Homework’... | jumped
on that train and never

looked back

Many of the DJs he recruited — Dimitri
from Paris, Motorbass, DJ Gregory — are
now world-famous artists. Among them
was also an electronic music duo consist-
ing of Thomas Bangalter and Guy-Manuel
de Homem-Christo. They called them-
selves Daft Punk. “Paris is a small town,
s0 | would bump into them every so of-
ten. After meeting them at one of my club
nights, we started talking and we became
friends,” Pedro recalls. “| think it was
about a year later when they proposed
that | work with them. Around that time

they were working on Homework, and |
thought it was just amazing.”

Daft Punk brought together the best
elements of many popular music styles.
Encompassing warehouse raves, fresh
dancefloor disco, 80s-influenced rock
and plugging the gaps between, their
music re-defined what is now known as
French house. Homework came to be
loved by many as an accessible dance
LP gleaming with jangly guitar rakes,
vocoder-processed vocals and tasty
compressed beats.

“| think | was about twenty-years
old then. As soon as | heard the music
they were making, | immediately jumped
on the train,” says Pedro, “And | didn’t
look back since. | wasn't thinking about
anything else. | just knew at that moment
it was what | wanted to do. We were all
around the same age and shared that
passion for electronic music.

“Managing the duo was a sort of per-
fect school, for teaching me things about
life. | dropped out of university so | could
focus completely on music business. My
parents were surprised, but they stood
behind me and said they supported me,”
he recalls. “| didn’t have any proper edu-
cation in music business or management,
but I think | learned more with Daft Punk
than | ever could from some school.

For Pedro, his time with the duo had
taught him two important life lessons.
“Be patient. Be passionate. Those are, |
think, the two key things that | took away
from being with them. If you want to enjoy
life, you have to remember those things.

Haircut 100 -

IndigO-‘?/

oved by many during the late 80s

for their crisp, quirky disco-tinged

tunes, Haircut 100 reunited for

the first time since the 90s. Play-

ing their debut LP Pelican West
in its entirety. Played to a completely filed
audience, Nick Heyward kept the energy
high throughout with surreal musings and
heart-felt laughter.

Flanked by a percunssionist and a
three-piece brass section, Nick kicked off
the night with global hit ‘Love Plus One’.
“Yes, yes, yes! It's been thirty years and
it feels great,” he said as he caught his
breath. “What’s next, anyone know?”

Haircut 100’s music was always
surreal, and Nick didn’t disappoint. At
one point he began talking about actual
pelicans and feeling like a hummingbird
Before playing Lemon Firebrigade, Nick
told the audience that Haircut 100 was
once described as elevator music - which
was met with hissing boos by the fans.
“You can’t change the elevator or the
music, but you can change the way you

‘_*f_‘MK

think about it!” he said, in a cheery tone.

Another memorable moment was
when he described the band as ‘vintage'.
Les, the bass player, was described as
having ‘quite an engine’.

Against all odds - including having to
re-do just the ending of a song muultiple
times - the band managed to recre-
ate their fantastic euphoria-in-suburbia
sound. Haircut 100 churned out chart-
topping hits with their trademark sound,
and the night did not disappoint. Nick
kept up his immaculate rhythm work with
jangly guitar rakes, supported by bright
brass swells and catchy bass hooks.

The crowd was particularly lively, with
many shouting amusing lines to Nick.
“You want to... You want to dye my hair?
I'm 50. It's hard enough putting on a
t-shirt, mate,” he said. “Oh, there’s some-
thing wrong with my g-string..”

For their encore, he joked they had
run out of songs to play. And they literally
did, playing an extended version of ‘Fa-
vourite T-shirts” and ‘Love Plus One’.

We had to turn down a lot of offers after
Homework, it really taught me to be
patient. Things started moving after that
when they got signed to Virgin, and from
there everything was a blur.”

Over a decade of tough negotia-
tions and promotion work had taken its
toll, however. In 2003, electro artist Mr
Flash approached Pedro for manager
work — not long afterwards, Ed Banger
Records was born. “| was a bit fed up
with managing, so | proposed that we

The electro scene
was taking itself too
seriously... | wanted
to inject energy and
fun back into the

dance scene...

should do things differently. | wanted to
start a label and release his music,” says
Pedro. “I didn’t really have a specific idea
in mind, I didn’t think that it would strictly
become an electro label. | just wanted

to release my friends’ music and share it
with the world.

“And at the time, the electronic music
scene was starting to take itself too
seriously. | wanted to inject energy and
fun back into the dance scene. | really
wanted to bring back that French spirit
from those 90s rave nights.”

Though Ed Banger garnered little
attention from its first hip-hop release, the
label broke through to international star-
dom after the arrival of Justice. Pedro met
them through a network of friends, and
immediately took to their abrasive brand
of electro that went on to sell 250,000
records worldwide. “l was so surprised
by their success. All the clubs in Paris
went crazy for their songs, especially ‘We
Are Your Friends’. | was just happy that
| could share my tastes with so many
people.”

Pedro describes Ed Banger Records
as one big family. “And I'm the father |
guess,” he says, laughing. “The dynamic
between everyone on the label is very big.
A real family spirit is there, with healthy
competition between them sometimes.
Everyone is real friendly with each other,
and it’s a beautiful thing.

Ed Banger Records is sgt to release
an upcoming compilation from friends
and ‘family’. “I hope that when everyone
listens to the compilation, people will
change their minds about electronic mu-
sic. When we made the compilation, we
didin’t have any goals or ideas. We just
did it all naturally. I'm pretty happy with
what we've all achieved so far, and | think
the future is going to be very exciting.”

The compilation captures that play-
ful Ed Banger spirit with a selection of
tracks compiled by DJ Mehdi and Busy P
himself. Slinky beats and abrasive electro
stabs keep the energy high, with appear-
ances from many French favourites.
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sarule, | don’t fuck on Valen-

tine’s Day. This is, it must be

said, one of few tenets within

my ever-loosening list of ‘things

| will never do’. This is not just
an instance of my being typically contrar-
ian: it is the closest | will ever come to
making a principled stand about anything
to do with sexual morality.

This isn’t, of course, to say that |
wouldn’t enjoy intercourse on the day: |
am male, and yes, | will take what | can
get. It is far more a case of just being far
too willing to play games with people I've
been with at that time of year. On the
two instances I've been in whatever | am
capable of calling a ‘serious relationship’,

Yes, it's true: |
broke up with my
girlfriend in order
not to have sex on
Valentine’s Day

| have made every point of either avoiding
them completely or withdrawing any sort
of affection from them for the day: this
was a project far more viable when | was
seeing someone who lived in Hereford
and | lived in Birmingham; it took far more
effort when | was seeing someone merely
a forty minute train journey away who
also had a car. It should also be noted
that she was incredibly romantic, much to
my general distaste.

As much as my moving on from
the woman who had the facial features
of the common Shetland pony was a
definite boon to my life, proximity served
to make my life as intolerably difficult as
it was to be for the best part of thirteen
months. Naggings of ‘please come over’
and the most hollow of ‘I love you’s to be
responded to with the most cavernously

empty reiterations of the statement could
never be met with ‘sorry, | don’t want to’s
or ‘leave me alone, | have better things to

ness of perpetual nagging: the whitest of
white lies:
‘I don’t think it’s working out.”

love got to do with it2

Valentine’s Duy

make sure that | didn’t violate my single
sexual pledge, | broke the heart of a soul
who was devoted to me. The strange

I WANT YOU INSIDE ME/

do’s without reflecting badly upon myself
on a day that | knew meant so much to

her. Of course, a certain level of initiative
showed its face in the midst of this dark-
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Sexuaf mnuendo for all ages!

Yes, it’s true: | broke up with my girl-
friend in order that | didn’t have to spend
Valentine's Day partaking in the expected *
pleasures of the flesh. In an attempt to

Glee Series Blog

e stars of next week’s instal-
ment of Glee? Gwyneth Paltrow
and Tater Tots. “The Substitute”
follows the outbreak of monkey
flu at McKinley High, leav-

ing Principal Figgins and Mr. Schue off
sick and making Sue Sylvester interim
principal of the school. (You may ask in
what universe a high school, apparently
with no vice-principal, would allow the
cheerleading captain to become principal,
but hey, Glee's Season 2 storylines are
thus far no more realistic than Santana’s
breast implants.) Sue immediately takes
the “pal” straight out of principal as she
begins to terrorise the school culminat-
ing in her decision to take Tater Tots off
the school lunch menu, a decision which
doesn’t sit well with some of the students
in particular.

Meanwhile, Will “Come on! There’s
gotta be a Journey song we haven't done
yet” Schuster is replaced by fun-loving,
substitute teacher Holly Holiday (Gwyneth
Paltrow). | know there’s an “Apple for the
teacher” joke there somewhere... The
laidback Ms. Holiday proceeds to win
over the glee club with her awesome
rendition of Cee-Lo Green'’s “Forget You”.
It is, of course, unlikely that bad-ass Puck
would choose to sing the radio-friendly
version of the song over the version we all
know and love but it is a family show after
all, and Ms. Coldplay and the Glee team
definitely do a great job of it. Cue another
opportunity for Brittany (Heather Morris)
to show off her dance moves.

Back at home, who's taking care of
Mr. Schue? Why, it’s none other than his
crazy, zombie-like biatch of an ex-wife

Terril (DAMN! Why won't she just take the
hint and ferget fuck off?!) In true Season
2 Schuster style, Will finds himself (yet
again) deciding whether to act with his
head or his... You get the idea.

The episode sees Kurt's friend-
ship with Blaine developing, but at the
expense of his friendship with Mercedes.
It seems to Kurt that honesty is a dish
best served cold but, without a side of
Tater Tots, which all seems too much
for Mercedes to bear as she channels
her frustration towards ending Sue’s
tyrannous reign. Best scene? Mercedes
third-wheels it at dinner with Blaine and
Kurt, and begins to daydream when all
they talk about is “gay stuff” (line of the
episode: Kurt’s “Oh my God, | opened my
mouth and a little purse fell out!” Hilari-

s).

All'in all, as far as furthering the plot
goes, this episode does very little to do
so but it still is wholly entertaining. Look
out for Brittany’s comical take on broccoli,
a student who apparently looks like “an
attractive Biggie Smalls” and a phenome-
nal “Singing In The Rain/Umbrelia” mash-
up, complete with puddle-jumping.

Verdict? Next week'’s episode may
not be the most boundary-breaking yet
but it does prove that when it comes to
Glee, there is no substitute.

30 Rock
Comedy Central, Thursdays, at 22:30

Tina Fey returns to our screens in the
hilarious sitcom that restarted Alec
Baldwin’s career. More precisely, 30 Rock
redefined Baldwin’s career as a respect-
able comedic actor - and as with previous
seasons, he continues to steal the lime-
light in many of the scenes. Matt Damon
recurs as Liz Lemon'’s love interest.
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.

Treme
Sky Atlantic, Fridays, at 22:15

David Simon'’s latest creation after The
Wire, widely said to be the best show on
television. Treme (pronounced ‘Truh-
may’) follows post-hurricane Katrina New
Qrleans and immerses the viewer in the
City itself. Don’t expect a rehash of The
Wire in a different setting, Treme has very
little structure to it in that the immersion in
the Big Easy’s culture is the main attrac-
tion. As the show’s creator says himself,
don’t expect to be spoon-fed either.

0210 is, in a word, terrible. It
was terrible in the 80s, with Tori
Spelling and Shannon Doherty,
and it's terrible now, with... all
those skinny pretty girls and
muscled guys with names no-one knows.
| am telling you this now so | can let you
know that | am aware how appalling
it is. | am not a complete moron. This
fact, however, does not stop me from
watching the show every week without
fail. It’s like I'm addicted — | can’t help but
click that ‘PLAY’ button on 40D, week in
week out, no matter that | have essays to
write and reading to do for the follow-
ing day. | can’t help but get sucked in to
the meaningless and superficial lives of
these badly written, fictional characters.
No matter how much | try to deny it, how
many documentaries and serious dramas
| watch to compensate it, | have to admit
- my name is Isabella Silver and | am a
90210 addict.

Yes, the plotlines are ridiculous, far-
fetched and unbelievable. This doesn't
make the show any less entertaining -
anything, these incomprehensibly confus-
ing and dramatic stories are what make
the show so addictive. I'll give youan
example of this: so far this series (bearing
in mind we are only on episode six) there
has been an earthquake, an estranged
sibling, a birth, a divorce, a car crash,

a homosexual encounter, an offer for

egg donation and a sexually predatory
teacher, not to mention the usual infidelity,
hard partying and relationship dramas.

e

thing was that this didn’t bother me at all:
appealing to this higher principle seemed
to justify any emotional damage that |
could have caused.

The same cast as the original, just a lot more plastic surgery

As for the reason for my reticence
to engage in sexual intercourse on the
fateful date that is the 14th February: this
is simply evidence of my aversion to tradi-
tion. Everybody engages in some practice
of whatever they will term ‘love’ on this
day. Be it self-love, meaningless sex or
the intolerable, insipid Judeo-Christian,
‘normal’ ‘making love’: it’s all so main-
stream. The archetypal sexual practice.
The boring, the mundane, the everyday:
everything that should be avoided in any
conceptualisation of ‘good sex.” Having a
day specifically laid out for the act takes
away any spontaneity; any passion to be
found in the act. Dull, dull, dull.

| strongly urge anyone to avoid the

Having a day
specifically laid out
for sex takes away
any spontaneity or
passion

rigours of tradition and forge a new sexual
path for themselves: have inappropriate

- sex in a disabled bathroom (all sorts of
' leverage opportunities await you, espe-

cially if you make the journey to Waterloo
mainline station); find somewhere public
to demonstrate your affection (I hear
Hampstead Heath is a popular resort for
such deviance); fuck someone like you
hate them. Please, just find a way not to
be slaves to custom and have some fun
rather than do what is expected. It's what
two-hundred years of battles of civil liber-
ties logically culminates in: the ultimate
expression of intimacy in freeform. Don’t
let the heteroscedasticity between volume
and local annoyance stop you either: fuck
and be fucked.

California Loving

It is as though the writers are so pan-
icked that our short attention spans will
“wander, so afraid that we might be bored

and change the channel that they feel
the need to constantly bombard us with
hugely dramatic and complex plotlines.
While some would dismiss this blatant
sacrifice of reality for pure entertain as
puerile and vacuous, | can only respect
a show that works so hard to keep me
interested.

And yes, OK, the acting isn't exactly
stellar, either — but that's yet another
reason | love 90210. The actors could
just as easily be models, and the effect of
the golden lighting and beautiful clothes is
to make it feel as though you are flicking
through a fashion catalogue rather than
watching TV. So what if the acting is, at
best, mediocre? So what if it doesn't
star Hugh Laurie or Steve Buscemi or
Laura Linney? 90210 is the antithesis to
Mad Men, to The Wire, to Breaking Bad,
to all those shows that depict “real life”
in all its horror and stark misery, those
shows that leave you feeling exhausted,
hopeless and deploring humanity. For
me personally, there is enough real life in
real life — when [ watch TV | don't want to
be reminded of all the terrible stuff in the
world. | want to watch something sparkly
and distracting and completely unreal-
istic. 90210, with all its honey-coloured
sunshine and beautiful, physically perfect
actors is just that.

But the true beauty of the show is
not in the good locks of the actors —it's

in the feel of the show, the atmosphere
that ignites that exquisite consumerist
yearning in my soul. It's the sun, sea and
sand; it's the blonde highlighted hair and
the surfboards; it’s the parties in hotel

rooms — it's the American Dream. These
“kids” (all of the actors play about five
years younger than their real ages) live in
a fantasy high school of money, sex and
petty drama, a far cry from anything most
of us remember from our school days.
90210 is the reason so many people hate
the West ~ it’s sterile, empty and shallow,
focused on the superflmal and material,
the epitome of consumerism. And vet it's
impossible not to get sucked in, not to
want that perfect hair and make-up, not
to long to be in that shiny new convert-
ible, cruising in the sunshine.

That’s why | love it - it's why I'm ad-
dicted. It's the same feeling | get when |
walk past the Zara sale ~ a sort of buzz-
ing craving, only satisfied by a swipe of
my card and that sweet, guilty rush as |
hurry out of the shop with my new dress.
| know I'm going to regret it when | see
my bank balance - or when | look at my
clock and see | have wasted an hour that
| could have spent working - but | find it
hard to care when | am watching vy find
out that the boy she just lost her virginity
to is also sleeping with her mother, who
also slept with the guy’s dad twenty years
ago. | bet you don't get that in Mad Men,
do you now?




ere is a long-established trend
for discovering new talent and
this is no different in the film in-
dustry. With countless artists try-
ing to stand out and film giants
constantly on the lookout for the next
generation of stars in this industry, the 4th
BFI Future Film Festival is functioning
as a bridge between the two. Currently
in its fourth year, it aims to attract young
people between the ages of 15 and 25
and give them a chance to interact with
insiders and learn from the experts.

“No one’s got an excuse anymore —
even if you can’t buy a camcorder, you
can borrow one. Just get one and start
making your movie”, says Marc Price,
director of the successful independent
zombie film Colin, which was made on a
£45 budget and shot on a handheld cam-
corder. In order to sustain life in London,
Price kept his part-time job, filming during
the day and editing at night in-between
answering phone calls. In order to retain
full control over his work and maintain
authenticity, he made the brave decision
to work independently from a film studio.
“| don’t much like the idea of someone
deciding whether an idea is any good or

not because films are subjective”. What
made Colin possible was the dedication
of passionate volunteers, like makeup
artists and actors, who were recruited
through social networks like Facebook
and MySpace. )
This is all indicative of the increasing
rise of independent films. While a large

Cinema'’s this
amazing thing
that evolves and
changes

proportion of today’s film audiences have
their eyes firmly fixed on big-budget
Hollywood productions, there are other
alternative film industries that encourage
low-budget films such as Nollywood.
The typical Nollywood film production

is shot within 7-9 days with a budget

of as little as $10,000. The domination
over the past year of arthouse films like

Monsters, directed by Gareth Edwards, is
also evidence of the increasing popularity
of alternative films. This has led to even
greater success for the thirty six-year old
director, who is now shooting the Hol-
lywood reboot of Godzilla.

Meanwhile, a recent revolution of 3D
technology in film has also stepped onto
the scene. Back in 2009, James Cam-
eron’s Avatar displayed brand new tech-
nology and awakened an excitement in
audiences of what cinema can bring. One
of the key players in the 3D market, Prime
Focus, who have worked on films such
as The Chronicles of Narnia and TRON:
Legacy, were present at the Future Film
Festival and their head of production,
Matt Bristo, gave an insight into the role
that they play. “Within this company we
do CGl and stereoscopic conversion”,
which involves converting 2D into 3D.
Giving his view on the new 3D trend,
Bristo felt that rather than replacing
traditional films, 3D movies are welcomed
by the market as another format. “There
is a revolution, there’s no doubt. But is it
the future of cinema? No. Cinema’s this
amazing thing that evolves and changes.

There’s room for a bit of everything within

Fokeok yook

Directors: Ethan Coen, Joel Coen
Screenplay: Ethan Coen, Joel Coen Cast:
Jeff Bridges, Matt Damon, Hailee Steinfeld
Runtime: 110 minutes Cert: 15 Year: 2010

at my favourite Western is Blaz-
ing Saddles says a lot about my
ignorance of the genre. Truth be
told, it was the only Western |
had even seen in its entirety until
my viewing of True Grit for review pur-
poses. Even then, it was more the idea
of the Coen brothers ‘doing’ a Western
rather than the concept itself that piqued
my interest. (For the record, | don’t con-
sider No Country for Old Men a proper
Western; despite the array of West Texan
desert, anything involving Javier Bardem
wielding a captive bolt pistol is not a
Western). Maybe it’s my lack of interest
in the genre, maybe it's the unwieldy ex-
pectations it had to live up to, (10 Oscar
nominations!) maybe it's that the film is a
very un-Coenesque film for the directorial
siblings to make, but | just couldn’t find
myself falling as head over heels in love
with it as | was eagerly expecting to.
True Grit is based on the Charles
Portis novel of the same name and not,
as many people are assuming, a remake
of the John Wayne film of 1969. It has
been stressed in countless interviews
by the Coens that there was no desire
_ to replicate that film, and they took only
Portis’s novel as inspiration when writing
the script. The film focuses on the plight
of fourteen-year old Mattie Ross (Hailee
Steinfeld) as she attempts to go after the
man who killed her father. Upon hearing
that the murderer (Josh Brolin) has fled
into Native American territory, she hires *
US Marshal Reuben “Rooster” Cogburn
(Jeff Bridges) and Texas Ranger LaBoeuf
(Matt Damon) to find the fugitive. Being

a headstrong teenager, Mattie herself
insists on joining the pair in their hunt,
which they are not pleased with, to say
the least.

The star attraction, despite what you
may see littered on bus posters or on
the Tube, is not Jeff Bridges, but Hailee
Steinfeld. Already nominated for an Oscar
for her film debut (wrongly for Best Sup-
porting Actress, despite being a clear
lead performance), she showcases the
poise and steeliness necessary to play
headstrong Mattie and holds her own

More faithful,

but also unevenly
structured

easily against Bridges, Damon et al. The
best sequences in the film all concern
Steinfeld, whether it's watching her
bargain over the legalities of a contract for
ponies or verbally out-manceuvring Matt
Damon after a mishap in the plains. Each
time Mattie is left to her own devices, the
film lights up as a result.

This isn’t to say the star-studded
members of the cast aren’t bad; they’re
just boring. Bridges manages the almost
enviable feat of chewing so much scenery
with his jowly, alcoholic performance and
with his slurred speech and Deadwood-
esque vocabulary (minus the profanity)
while remaining incredibly bland as a
result. Damon fares little better: as a
cocky-yet-slightly-dim-witted Ranger, he
lacks the charisma to make his character
heroic, and the timing to be comedic —
which the script often demands of him.

Out of the headliners, Brolin is easily
the best. Despite having the least screen
time of the three, he manages to make
Cheney a darkly comic, almost tragic
villain; plagued by stupidity and animosity,
it's little wonder he'’s wanted for crimes

across multiple state lines.

The film’s reliance on Bridges and
Damon means that it suffers as a result.
Long sequences of horseback riding and
campfire sitting become staid as they
inevitably develop into scenes where
Cogburn and LaBoeuf end up arguing
about the most trivial of matters. Far from
being amusing, as the Coens would love
for us to believe, they distract from the
main thrust of the story and end up mak-
ing the film duller as a result. Apart from

Day for Night

2

Directors: Francois Truffautt Cast: Jac-
queline Bisset, Jean-Pierre Léaud. Frangois
Truffaut  Runtime: 115 minutes Cert: PG
Year: 1973

imply put, Day for Night (La
nuit américaine) is a movie
about making a movie. The title
itself refers to the technical term
for a night scene shot during
the daytime, with the use of a filter. Con-
sidered one of Frangois Truffaut’s greatest
works, it attempts to capture his own
mad love for filmmaking, as well as for all
the people involved in the process.
Against the backdrop of lovely sunny
Nice, the film follows the shooting of Meet
Pamela, a movie with classic combination
of a star cast but a uninspired storyline
(where the heroine runs away with her
lover’s father). The cast and crew com-
prise of several fascinating characters,
and the film chronicles their very soap op-
eratic storylines, accented by hook-ups,
heartbreaks, and meltdowns. So naturally,
the goings-on during the shooting often
formed a rich source of inspiration for
the script itself, which was being written
simultaneously.
The lead in Meet Pamela is played by

B fom «

the very beautiful British Julie (Jacqueline
Bisset), whose French is nonetheless
impeccable. She was an actress with a
Hollywood lineage and a history of break-
downs, calmed by a marriage fo a much
older dector who gave up everything for
her. Opposite her is Alphonse (Jean-
Pierre Léaud), the spoilt brat actor, utterly
besotted by his fiancée (who unfortu-
nately doesn’t return the same ardour).
One of my favourite characters is Joelle
(Nathalie Baye), the assiduous assistant,
who constantly runs around dealing with
everyone else’s complicated lives. An-
other comical character is the producer’s
distrusting wife, who reappears with her
knitting needles several times, convinced
her husband is having an affair. She holds
the sordid belief that people in the film in-
dustry just sleep around with each other.
Which isn’t entirely untrue.

| very much enjoyed the fact that Truf-
faut himself plays the role of the director,
Ferrand, as we are very much seeing the
film from his viewpoint; we’re reminded of
his long-lived passion for the silver screen
during the black-and-white childhood
flashbacks that come to him at night. This
film really does capture the magic and
excitement of filmmaking, which rendered
Truffaut so hopelessly devoted to it. Not
a glittery, glamorous sort of magic, but

rather a much deeper enchantment — the
endless trials and tribulations all part and
parcel of it. In fact, his character experi-
ences no personal drama, but is inevi-
tably tangled into the web of everyone
else’s joys and sorrows. Everyone is. The
film brings to life the closeness of the rela-
tionships formed on set, how all members
of the cast and crew, regardless of their
role, are practically family by the closing
scenes.

Overall, | found the film to be a very
observant insight, elucidating certain
tricks of the trade. A major work of the
French nouvelle vague, it highlights the
frivolities of human spirit. The characters
are often unable to disentangle them-
selves from their overwhelming real-life
drama whilst shooting for the scripted
one. Which brings me to the most intrigu-
ing aspect about Day for Night: whilst cin-
ema is often considered a hyper-reality, a
magnified, kaleidoscopic exaggeration of
life, this film explores the fact that some-
times the two aren't really that different.

Day for Night is released at the BFI
Southbank and selected cinemas
nationwide on 18th February 2011.

the film industry”. Animator and director
Martyn Pick, who directed the upcoming
CGl film Ultramarines, gave a similar view,
saying, “I think it's good for some things
but I don't think it's going to change the
whole way films are made. | don't think
it's like sound coming in the 1920s, |
don’t think it’s as radical as that”.

On the topic of 3D, Price presented

New technology
and awakened an
excitement in
audiences of what
cinema can bring

the notion of there being a continuing
evolution in cinema from silent films, to
sound, to colour, and now 3D. This 3D
revolution is not as ground-breaking as
the stages before it, but is a welcome
development in film industry and enter-

involving

a shoot-out on horseback, the action
scenes also feel like they belong to a
different film entirely. All of this creates
a weird disconnect which cannot be
overcome by Roger Deakins’s miraculous
cinematography or the editing of ‘Roder-
ick Jaynes’.

True Grit may be more faithful to
its source material than its cinematic
predecessor, but in keeping to the novel

with such rigidity, the Coen brothers have

taining addition. “3D has gone and come
back in and now | think they’ve kind of
cracked it and it's an interesting way to
view movies”, said Price. With the promi-
nence of the Internet and file-sharing in
today’s society, 3D can be seen as an
incentive to bring audiences back to the
cinema.

Organisers report that the key goal of
the festival is to encourage young people
to get involved in the industry. Bristo from
Prime Focus demonstrated his intention
in hiring aspiring animators, saying that
“the industry we're in moves along and
sometimes we need to look at the next
artists and directors and connect with
them so they can see what's going on
and become a part of it”.

This is an exciting creative era for
people with ambition because of the in-
creased accessibility to film-making tools
as handy as the iPhone, off-the-shelf edit-
ing software and YouTube. Inspired artists *
no longer need to worry about budget
the way they used to, only thinking up an
idea and putting it into action.

True Grit

created an unevenly structured coming-
of-age story set in nineteenth-century
Arkansas. When True Grit focuses on
Mattie and her struggles, it’s a roaring
success; when Rooster Cogburn starts
stealing all of the thunder, it loses its foot-
ing somewhat. Go and see it, but if you
have slightly lower expectations, you'll
enjoy it a whole lot more.

True Grit is in cinemas now.




f,a Street's finest! And have | got
' news for yous! Yes, that’s
r|ght fashun 's very own Yun Git has been
speaking to Sucha Petal!

Now as all you fashionista folk know, the
Git - or as | occasionally call myself, Gok
Yun - does like a man with power. Woof,
woofl As some ol’ geezer once said, ab-
solute power erupts ABSOLUTELY. And
did | erupt when | saw this feisty feline! |
erupted like Mont le Blanc, whenever it
erupted last.

He is one tasty tomato! If | were Lloyd
Grossman, I'd add him to my pasta
sauce! If | were in Pizza Express, I'd cover
him in mozzarella! If he were trapped in a
Heinz ketchup bottle, I'd squeeze him all
over my chips! (If you catch my drifts!)

As he walked over with his lil’ feet, | felt
like pouncin’ on him! | said, my oh my,
they is one small steps for a man but one
GIANT LEAP for women'’s boots! (That
just came off the top of me head!) | can’t
remember what he said: | think he cor-
rected my grammar or sumfink.

The boots come from Karen Millen, the
overcoat comes from Zara Man, the jeans
come from Baby Gap and the jumper
comes from Mothercare.

Konnichiwa! (as they say in Chinese.)

Editor circumnavigates
use of inappropriate verbs

ews editor Lauren Feedback
has slam dunked news re-
porters for superutilising too
many inappropriate verbs.
“There are definitely too
many,” she enunciated.
“The worst ones are ‘saying’ verbs,”
she conjectured, “Reporters just run out

Bankers’ boners up by 6%!

eorge Osbourne is to give
many of Britain’s top bank-
ers bigger boners than last
year, by droning on endlessly
about how great they are.
“So far as I can see, there was no
financial crash last year”, he said. “That
was, like, over two years ago! We need to
get over it, guys! Forgive and forget. It
can't be too hard. Why, I've forgotten half
of the things on our manifesto!”
Bankers’ boners rose more than last
year, as he said this.

Bank boners deal.

Trying to calm Lib Dem anger, he said,
“Some of these bankers’ packages are
clearly huge. Which is why we decided to
take action.

“Last night, Dave and I rolled up our
sleeves and hammered out something
substantial with them. Yes, it took all
night. Yes, it was hard to swallow. Yes, it
left a nasty taste in the mouth. But finally
we have an agreement. The banks have

promlsed to never ever let t}us happen
again in the next ten years.
“The time for beating off bankers has

passed. We need to make them strong

of words for ‘said”, she vocalised, “And so
they end up putting in the most ridiculous
verbs”, she spieled, “Which you'd never say
in real life”, she opined.

Quoteth Lauren, “The trouble is, too
many writers want to sound clever”, she
contrafibulated, “But they often don’t
make sense”, she happy-slapped.

enough so they don't rely on our help

Harris are married forty-somethings
who skate just above mediocrity in

© the New York art scene. He is an

2 art dealer of minor importance, she
the editor of a near-insolvent culture
magazine. They are attractive, but ageing;
privileged, but ordinary; self-conscious,
but not good. These distinctions don’t
bother them too much, and at the novel’s
beginning, they believe themselves to be
happy. This complacency is disrupted

by the arrival of the wayward, charming
Mizzy, Rebecca’s much younger brother,
with whom Peter (the book’s central char-
acter) quickly becomes obsessed.

By Nightfall is Michael Cunningham’s
sixth novel, and while it has some of the
heart and cleverness of earlier works like
The Hours and A Home At The End Of
The World, it lacks the modest diligence
that made those books worth noticing.
There is a compelling story caught inside
this novel, a story about vanity and family
relationships and thwarted desire. Peter’s
pained memories of his older brother
(dead from AIDS at a young age) and his
childhood crush (living unromantically in
Milwaukee, which makes her dead to
Peter) are finely drawn. And there is a lot
of acuity in Cunningham’s social observa-
tions, most memorably in his handling
of the tense, awkward scenes between
Peter and Mizzy. But these merits don’t
mitigate the sense that By Nightfall is a
peculiarly problematic work from this ma-
ture and intelligent writer—a work that’s
more than a little showy, and more than a
little hollow.

Much of By Nightfall is written in a
slick, self-regarding prose more reminis-
cent of contemporary chick-lit than of the
high modernism to which Cunningham
seeks comparison (more on this aspira-
tion later). All the hallmarks of chick-lit
are here: the insincere mocking of a
milieu that the author in fact worships
(in most chick-lit, it's the fashion indus-
try, while here it’s the art world); frantic
name-dropping and cultural references
(“Blue Light, Rebecca’s arts and culture
magazine, is not a heavy-hitter among
people like these, | mean it’s no Artfo-
rum or Art in America”); and, more than
anything, the blow-by-blow of the main
character’s inner monologue (“No, he’s
still only forty-three. Why does he keep
wanting to add a year?... No, wait, he

—}'CMK

E n By nghtfall Peter and Rebecca

turned forty-four last month”). In render-
ing Peter’s consciousness, which bounds
the entire narrative, Cunningham commits
a very basic error: he conflates the idioms
of spoken speech and the idioms of
thought. Thus Peter’s inner voice utters

The book is written
in a selfregarding
prose more
reminiscent of chick-
lit than high art

sentences like “What’s up with that?” and
“Where the hell is Rebecca?” He might as
well be talking on the phone. When Peter
feels strong emotions, curse words are
the favoured adjectives of his conscious-

ness. At one point he notes with fury that
his wife “has not been with the god-
damned program.”

Early in the book, Peter characterises
himself as a “less-than-fluent speaker of
Peter-ese.” The phrase “Peter-ese” dem-
onstrates the character’s anxiety about
his identity. But here it also comes across
as a nervous admission on Cunningham’s
part - an acknowledgment that “Peter-
ese” may not be the right vehicle for the
themes that this novel takes on.

Chief among these themes is bour-
geois guilt about distant suffering - a
subject worth considering, but possibly
not in the casual, faux-knowing register
of Peter-ese. Peter appreciates his own
life by imagining “someone in Darfur”
dying of a machete wound, or tastelessly
counting himself lucky “because no one
has put a tire over [his] shoulders and set
it on fire, at least not today” (as if tomor-
row might plausibly bring such a fate to
a Manhattan art dealer). It is not so much
that these sentiments are unrealistic - as
we know, people voice sentiments like

this every day - as that we suspect that
fiction should tell us something more.
Another big question for Cunningham’s
hero is how to feel about the violence of
urban life. This, too, is considered from a
safe distance: the occasion for most of

The trouble with
By Nightfall:

has sophistication
in spades but no
awareness at all

Peter's meditations cn the subject are the
several cab rides he takes throughout the
novel. On one such ride, he refers to “the
bitter pleasure” of New York: “It's a mess,
like Courbet’s Paris was. It's squalid and

smelly; it’s harmful. It stinks of mortality.”
From the safe confines of a cab, he revels
in a vague sense of the city’s squalor.

This aesthetic indulgence is inappro-
priate, and, to a certain degree, Cunning-
ham means for us to see it that way. The
story of By Nightfall turns on Peter’s infat-
uation with Mizzy. Peter objectifies Mizzy,
sexually and aesthetically, and is badly
punished for doing so. In this sense, By
Nightfall is a parable about the dangers
of confusing the beautiful with the good.
Peter’s persistent shallowness is meant
to be seen as a crucial failing. But as with
Peter’s criticism of the art world, Cunning-
ham’s representation of his hero contains
more love than judgement.

By Nightfall makes conspicuous and
frequent reference to other writers, from
James Joyce to Virginia Woolf to Thomas
Mann. Cunningham has Peter articulate
thoughts like, “We are in fact made of
the same material as Isabel Archer, as
Dorothea Brooke” and, “This is my life,
it’s not Death in Goddamned Venice...” If
these references are meant to be indices
of Peter’s self-delusion, the narrative fails
to contest them. )

The only way in which Cunningham’s
writing does resemble Henry James’

- its tendency towards a universalising
compassion - also leads him down the
path of an un-Jamesian sentimentality.
At one point, Peter thinks, “The ability to
care for another being, to imagine what
it’s like to be another person, is part of
the tumble... it’s only one aspect of a life,
a big ambiguous motherfucking heart-
breaking life.” Elsewhere, he reflects that,
“There are, of course, desperate people
out there, some of them refugees, some
of them criminals; we do as well as we
can with these impossible contradictions,
these endless snarls of loveliness and
murder.” These are fatuous sentiments
dressed up as hard-earned insights.

Yet Cunningham gives no sign that he

is aware of the disguise. And really,
that’s the trouble with By Nightfall: it has
sophistication in spades, but no aware-
ness at all.

Fourth Estate, £16.99, 248 pages
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From democracy to domesticity:
at home with UGM Tindale

ack Tindale was elected to the high
office of Union General Meeting
vice-chair on his very first week at
the School, swiftly moving up the
ranks, he is now in his third term as

r. To many, he is the eccentric, joke-
a-minute chair of LSE’s unique weekly
UGM; to others, he's the dedicated head of
the history society. And, to some, he has
now been immortalised to the high stature
of ‘democracy god.

But few go beyond that. What lies
behind the bubbly, charming exterior of
Mr Chair, I wondered? Last week I met
with Jack, in his humble Bankside abode,
to find out what he really thinks to UGM,
what he'd change about the School, and
what makes this jack-of-all-trades tick.

I started by talking to him about his
role in the UGM.

Why do you think UGM attendance has
been falling?

I think people feel turned off in
general. That's not an LSE thing specificly,
but across SU’s. When people have in fact
been active, it's been clustered around a
small number of issues - many of which
were launched outside of the UGM.

What would you say to the accusation
UGM is cliquey?

When people say ‘cliquey’, what
they really mean is there are people who
come every week. Anyone could be in the
‘clique’ if they came every week. If you
don't attend, then your views aren’t going
to be represented. In fact I reckon the LSE,
as a whole, is slightly right of centre; but

those people don't tend to turn up, so their
views don't get heard.
Do you think UGM is far-left?

No. I think you'll find most motions
debated this year havn’'t even been overtly
political. Take Students Not Suspects, for
example, that wasn't left or right.

Why are motions failing?

Online voting. It's become incredibly
depersonalised and people don’t feel the
same connection; things that should pass
aren’t passing. More people are in fact
voting this year than last, but because of
the quoracy nothing gets done.

Do you like online voting?

I didn’t support online voting from the
start.  agree with the ethos of it - to get
more people voting - but the fact motions
are failing proves it isn't working. Online
voting is just impractical. When people
have to go to the UGM and listen to the ar-
guments, then they can make an informed
decision rather than just blankly clicking a
button their friend had sent them.

Are you a ‘democracy god'?

I didn't like that motion, which is
why I spoke against it. It's flattering for
someone to say I'm doing a good job, and
I wouldn’t do it if it wasn’t fun. But the
motion looked self-congratulatory - not
of me, but of the small group of regulars at
UGM. You want it to look open to every-
one and encourage people to come along,
not like it's about just a few people.

What do you dislike about UGM?

There's not a great deal I dislike. It
takes up only a couple of hours of my
week. I'm just chairing a debate.

Jack clearly has a passion for UGM, and

believes that there have been a great number of
factors that have led to its recent demise. But he
was also keen to discuss life beyond the Union.
Perched on one of his decorated seats, I tried to
get to know the real Jack Tindale. He told me,
“This room’s seen a lot of action, you know. All
sorts of dusting”

What feel were you going for in your
room?

I don't think it’s easy to personify
rooms. There’s no particular over-arching
style, it's just a collection of little souve-
nirs - if it doesn't cost too much, then why
not buy it? It makes my room look nicer. If
you care about where you live, rooms take
on a bit of a persona of their own. That’s
why I've got lots of books, anime, that sort
of thing.

What is it you like about anime so much?

It's a bit geeky, and I'm a bit geeky. I
always say to people, “no, no, I liked this
before it was popular!” I don’t like many
things that are popular.

What's your favourite film?

That's a very difficult question. I'd
have to say, probably, Goodbye Lenin.
There are lots of films I do like, but Good-
bye Lenin is very funny.

What's your favourite music?

I'm not a good one to talk to about
pop. I have very eclectic tastes, not much
of it is modern music.  mean, I do like a
bit of J-pop. That's Japanese pop, by the
way. But it's mainly classical music.

What's your favourite country?

Britain, obviously. I like it’s values

Jack Tindale reveals he’s more than just a democracy god

- not in a nationalistic way - but small
‘I liberalism, tolerance of others; things
that shouldn’t need to be said. Politicians
and governments always try to promote
values, but they don’t need to, the fact
they’re un-spoken says so much. I do also
like America. I mean, Iloathe a lot about
America - like it's military intervention-
ism, political system, libertarianism and
other things - but it stands for a certain
respect within its country, and I like that.
What's your favourite tipple?
I like real ale. You don’t get it enough.
You can take the boy out of Barnsley, but
can you take Barnsley out of the boy?

I wouldn’t say London has changed
me, more, exasperated what was already
there. I'm not a Londoner, I wasn't born
here, but I do like how open the place is
and enjoy it.

da

This room’s
seen a lot of
action, you

know. All
sorts of
dusting

) )

What are your politics?
1 would say economically, I'm prob-
ably left of centre. But then on social

| issues I'm very much a libertarian. I mean,

I'm a member of the Labour party - and
1did choose the Labour party, it didn’t
choose me. I have natural Labour parents,
but I really do agree with the party. Some
people have said I'm naturally a Lib Dem
at heart - but I'm not.

If you were Prime Minister for the day,
what one thing would you change?
Oh, that's very tough. It's hard when

you're asked a question like that. Id say,

hmm, I'd say take the gates down from

in front of Downing Street. Have all the

security checks and stuff, but I just think

it's very sad we can't walk down the most

famous street in the world anymore.
What's your favourite quotation?
“Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?” -

| Who watches the watchmen?
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Areyou a
master of the
birds?

Secret society
reveals more

ere are whispers all over

‘campus — one can often hear

snippets of bizarre conversa-

tion outside Wright's Bar,

catch secretive glances in the
gents, observe clandestine meetings in
the labyrinthine corridors of the Old
Building. You must have asked yourselves
- who are those mysterious suited chaps
who roam the third floor of the library,
exchanging weird handshakes in the
Statistics section? Why does the beaver
in our crest not look much like a Beaver?
Why are those damned ‘socialists’ always
dressed in tracksuits? (Oh wait, scratch
that last one).

I was in a cold street, late at night. A
statue of a penguin stood resplendent in
front of me, wings by its side. The Grand
Master was frustrated. Despite being
dressed as a bird, he had caught none.
Moreover, his beavery lower half had
failed to attract even the widest of tails.
He closed his polyester wings around him
and exhaled.

Before the night's end my shanks too
would be furry. The lifts in the library had
stopped that day, and the second in a se-
ries of Ralph Miliband memorial lectures
had taken place earlier. The society had
chosen this day of almost mystical con-
junction to conduct its ritual magiks.

What can only be described as an
imperial purple velvet jonny (or sock, if
you prefer) was presented. One by one,
the gathered members held the sheath in
their hands, and firmly placed it over the
beak of the penguin statue. A comment
on the repression of free speech? An
allusion to good sexual practice? I could
not tell.

“A novice must be careful - espe-
cially when dealing with an old bird such
as this. Feel the beak. As Ramsay says,
“don’t fuck it, make love to it” — intellec-
tually, thatis”

“As you touch the beak, try to become
one with the penguin. Transfer your
consciousness to the astral plane. If yqu
see Hayek while you're in there, tell him
we said hi”

1 wondered what they were talking
about as I remembered the old ‘condom
on a banana’ trick from biology class.
Finally, a use for a New Labour education
policy.

1did as instructed, with a motion akin
to that of a snooker player aiming a shot,
but reflected in X. Next, | was to turn
the penguin’s head. I adopted the secret
grasp — second and fourth fingers of the
left hand upon the bird’s head. I pushed.
The head turned with ease — my fingers
are strong through repeated use. Even the
fourth. One must be supple yet firm.

The Master had noticed how easily
the head had yielded.

“You too must be a master of the
birds”, he said.

1 was wondering whether
you'd be able to help with
something that I have got
on my mind at the moment,
but would rather you kept it
ause | have many friends

in Catholic circles to whom my actions
would be anathema.

Iwent to Crush at the start of the year
and I ended up sleeping with a girl who I
have liked for sometime; I am a second-
year and she a third-year. She is in my
Social Anthropology class and I see her
every week - we're quite keen SA-goers!

Unfortunately thesex wasn't that
good, to be honest, but she text me a week
ago to tell me that she is now with feetus.
My parents would go spare if they knew
- they are both devout Catholics - and I
myself am ashamed at my debauchery and

carelessness. I thought I wore a condom
but can’t remember - but that's not for
now.
She is not keen on abortions - she’s
had 2 already and she’s 20, and her par-
ents are also not too keen on abortions.
But I can't be a father. I am expected to do
exceedingly well in this year’s exams and
want to become a teacher, but I am wor-
ried that this is completely the wrong way
I want to go in life. Please help.

I think the first question

to ask is:why were you at

Crush? Cheap drinks is no

excuse for cheap sex. You

laim you “can’t remember”

whether a condom was used; but this just
isn't good enough. Sex may be undertaken
casually, but the necessary precautions
should always be taken - to avoid, if you

will, situations like this. Condoms are a
bargain from The Tuns’ toilets. In fact, I
suspect if you just hit the machine hard
enough a bunch will come out for free,
considering noone - other, evidently, than
you - has ever had sex at LSE.

However, I'm a firm believer you
have to make the most of a situation.
Therefore, here's a few facts about babies:
they scream a lot; they cost a lot; they live
for longer than a dog and, crucially, they
shit in their own pants.

But that's all easy enough for an
outsider to say. Whether or not a foetus
should in fact be considered human life is
a very contentious and nuanced debate.
What I do know, though, is that the usual
limit for abortions is three.

As Madonna sang, “You're like a vir-
gin, ooh; touched for the very first time.”

Now these lyrics, whilst poignant, do not

| apply to your Crush love. You say she has
| already aborted two potential pregnan-

cies which means, I deduce, that this is the
final call. She can either abort the product
of your semen, or someone else’s in the
future.

Now it's difficult to take sides on the
abortion debate. Indeed, it can often be
very situation-dependant. If the carrier
is in her third year, then at least she could
complete her exams prior to birthing.
However, if neither of you are ready to
guide the little 'un through life, but instead
would rather continue your Crush-based
sex raves, then it’s possibly best not to
pursue the whole kid thing.

What's very important to remember,
though, is that this isn’t ultimatley your
decision. If she decides to pursue the child

then - more importantly than anything -
you need to support her decision. It might
seem tough, but its the female preroga-
tive whether the pregnancy goes ahead.
And if you don't like that, then try visiting
durex.com. They even do JLS condoms
these days, with a different colour for each

| band member and everything - what more

could you wish for?

But if, for some inexplicable reason,
you don’t don Marvin, Aston, Jonathon
or Oritse on your cockerel, then there is
also the morning after pill. You should try
recommending it to her in future.

In the end, the mistake has already
been made. You can't turn the clock back
now. You need to tell her that, whilst you
don't feel ready to parent a child, you're
there for her. Oh, and use some fucking
protection next time.
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One anonymous student gives her heart-felt dedication to

a far away love as th

e love is talked about in his-
orical accounts and legends of
old and indeed when we think
of the term most of our heads
are filled with heroic knights
and rosy cheeked princesses. I myself
used to dreamily dwell on stars lighting
the pitch black sky as I walked hand in
hand with my Greek God, laughing and
dancing to the mélodious wind. In recent
times, though, my thoughts seem to have
changed - love, I think, is reflected much
more in our tears than in our laughter.
This might have you think of me as
a sadistic beast but that isn’t the case. I
fancy myself to be a veteran on this subject
being married and in love with the same
man for what can be easily described as
aeons. Love isn't something that can be
grasped or defined; it has to be felt, and
believe me, butterflies and light headed-
ness are not symptoms. When I recall the
moments of my life where love literally
drowned me, it is never in times where we

were drunk on each other or the romance
of our surroundings. It is during times
when I found myself scarred by the world
and he held me close and comforted me
despite his own pain, it was when my
tears flowed so much for him that they
hurt, it is in the kiss on my cheek, the
squeeze of my hand and its is in the sud-
den quiet after a vicious fight when we
realise that nothing should be important
enough to get between us. It is during
these tragic times that I feel love surround
and shelter us. To me that is the closest I
can come to defining love, a power, a gift
between two people that can take them
through anything.

Sometimes when I read the way love is
conveyed to the world it maddens me. We
are made to believe in love at first sight,
magic and overwhelming happiness. To be
forever happy is an impossible task and to
find a perfect person is even more impos-
sible. I always remind myself that my love
is as human as I am though T hold him in

is Valentine’s day passes by alone

a pedestal in my mind. He has every right
to make mistakes as I do and there is no’
detailed guideline or requirements that
he has to fill to be a suitable partner. In
the end he is an essential part of my life,

' | someone I know I will never stop loving

| no matter what. So in the end petty things
| like forgotten anniversaries don’t matter

| and believe me when I say my dear one is

thankful for that.

This Valentine’s Day my ‘true love’
isn't here in person to share it with me; he
is off someplace on important business
while I sit here waiting for him. If there
is anything I hate it is waiting for him to
return but when my thoughts turn blue
and my days cold I close my eyes and rifle
through my memories, often feeling guilty
for my choice from them. For Iwill choose
amemory that cannot be classified as
happy but one that always bring me a rush
of gratitude for him. True love may be a
myth by definition but it certainly exists in
some form for me.

Everything I loathe about love

Alexander Young explains his disdain for Valentine’s Day

ebruary has to be the most

disappointing month of the year:

aside from having the fewest

days in it, this number fluctu-

ates every four years and causes
headaches for determined Gregorians’
everywhere. Aside from its logistical defi-
¢iencies, it also holds host to the most ob-
jectionable holiday of the year based upon
the most shaky of emotional grounds: a
celebration based upon the implacable
idea of ‘love!

Nozick defines love as the desire to
form a ‘we’, a ‘joint identity’, with another
human being: a pooling of well-being
to a mutually selfless yet beneficial end;
Stendhal offers a definition in terms of the
‘crystallisation’ of sentiments over time
through stages of admiration of one to be
loved, acknowledgement of the pleasant-
ness of having gained the interest of the
loved one, hope of gaining the love of the
loved one and the final delight of over-
rating the beauty and merit of the loved
one. Taylor defines it in algebraic terms -
of xloving y when x wants to benefit and
be withy, and he has these wants (or at
least some of them) because he believes y
has some determinate characteristics in
virtue of which he thinks it worthwhile to
benefit and be with y. Despite the sopping
mass of romanticism latent in Taylor's
explanation, none of these really seem
adequate to me. They all idealise to an

om «

implausible extent and seem to ignore
some very real and very obvious pitfalls
in the realms of love, and thus imply an
incredible myopia of anyone considering
themselves to be in love.

To start with the excruciatingly obvi-
ous, the fact is that any of these concep-
tions of love are going to imply a certain
handing over of power to another party.
Nozick’s model bears the most transpar-
ent case of this: by joining your identity
with that of another you necessarily confer
the ability to destroy an element of your
identity to the other. Equally, Stendhal
opens up the potential of the pleasant-
ries of mind games to the beloved: the
‘pleasantness’ stage has the scope to be
exploited by the more sadistic of those
who could be loved for the extension of
‘are-they-aren’t-they-interested’ thought
patterns in the mind of the lover until the
beloved gets bored. If these terrible sadists
are anything like myself this may well be
over the course of years without the lover
catching on to their being toyed with.
Taylor’s conception of love, as any good
LSE student would be able to tell you, has
the threat of the withdrawal of things that
confer utility onto the recipient: those
‘characteristics ’ that make being withy
worthwhile could well be stripped away
at any point. Love becomes a concerted
effort to make sure not to do anything to
annoy the beloved so that they can’t take

anything away from you. Love makes the
individual less of individual: personal
volitions become stunted for the sake of
the preservation of a relationship.

The three models refuse to accept
any conception of an unrequited love.
| Whilst Nozick talks about the ‘desire’ to
| form a shared identity as the indicator of
| love, he fails to account for the possibil-
ity of the one-sided ‘joint’ identity being
formed. It's completely plausible that
one side could decide to make the other,

uninterested party part of their own iden-
tity. That, for the lover, could constitute
enough to be ‘love’ for them. The crystal-
lisation thesis is based upon a subjective
experience of ‘gaining the love’ of the
beloved and suffers from similar pitfalls:
the overrating of beauty (and borderline
obsession) could cqme without the actual
love of the beloved — what he considers to
be an affirmation of love may well be part
of the games that are oh-so easily played
under this conception. Taylor's orgy of al-
gebraic symbols has much the same scope
for one party just assuming the benefits of
the characteristics of the beloved for their
own benefit and calling it love: lying to
themselves, maybe, but this has to be the
most selfish interpretation of a traditional
‘love’ possible.

This all leaves Valentine’s Day as a
celebration of these conceptions of love
riddled with holes. Valentine’s Day is the
ultimate in celebrations of heteronor-
mativity and Judeo-Christian inherited
sexual morality. For one day a year, we
aim to emulate the happiness of monoga-
mous relationships we've witnessed as_
children, which were, fittingly enough,
probably facades to keep the childrenina
‘stable’ environment throughout their for-
mative years. In the words of a deceased
and notable misanthropist: ‘they fuck you
up, your mum and dad.

ackie O’s
gandan

Prose

Jackline O. Amaguru
in her new column
Why I'll be marrying
influence, power and
lots of money

am still recovering from celebrat-

ing the Chinese New Year. One

highlight of the celebrations was

eating “hot pot” with some Chinese

friends, most of them ladies. Any-
where in the world, when girls are talking
and eating at the same time, we can’t help
talk about men. Guys, just so you know,
it’s not always good things that we talk
aboutyou.

One girl asked me if I have a boy-
friend. I said that I wouldn't mind hooking
up with Chinese president Hu Jintao's
son. “Does he have a son who is single?” I
asked, trying hard to keep a straight face.

Jaws literally dropped all over the
room and it went silent. What was the
cause of alarm? Was it the fact that a
Ugandan girl wants to infiltrate the party
Chairmanship at the highest level? I know
that there is heavy censorship of so much
in China but surely, they haven't also
censored the ability to dream big and aim
high in terms of men, have they?

Well, in Africa, we dream big baby!
Look at Graca Machel who was first lady
in Mozambique and after being widowed
went on to be first lady in South Africa
when she married Nelson Mandela.

In Uganda Winnie Byanyima - wife of
the opposition leader and former MP -
believes she can live in Uganda’s State
House either as first lady or President.
“I can beat Museveni in elections hands
down,” she once said, referring to our
President Museveni. .

Well, unfortunately for me, our presi-
dent only has one ‘official’ son who was
already married when I'was too young to
know left from right. However, that didn’t
stop Ugandan girls from looking next door
and lamenting when we found out the
young and cute president of the mineral-
rich country next door — Congo — got
married.

Ladies, isn’t it good to think big?
Consider Kate Middleton. If she hadn't
entertained the idea of dating royalty, she
would have been just another statistic.
Now, the whole UK and probably the
world, will come to a standstill when she
walks down the aisle this April with a real
Prince. So, if the world is truly a global
village, why should it raise eyebrows if an
LSE-educated foreign girl is aspiring to
marry in the corridors of power in China?
Besides, China is the incoming hegemony
and I can already say Nihau and use chop
sticks.

Think of the tremendous economic
opportunities that could come out of such
aunion! That would literally cement Sino-
Africa relations. That's why I would have
to marry ‘high enough’ for it to matter.
Marriage alliances worked in the past all
over Africa and Europe; why not in the
21st century?

I can hear you calling me a gold-
digger. Well, I actually think China is
gold-digging in her current relationship
with Africa so why is the reverse reviled?
I'd have got me a fine Ugandan man with a
back yard as big as a district but the whole
point here is to diversify our economy and
attract foreign investors. So, if the worst
comes to the worst and I can'thook me a
Chinese leader, I'll settle for Price Harry.
He's charming. With that, my friends
were left speechless and my ribs cracking.
I'm just joking gitls, I assured them, but I
couldn’t get them out of the clinical state
of shock. LOL.
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Verve - do

at started out as a quiet
Wednesday for GG end-
ed up becoming one of
the most eventful nights
ever, perhaps spurred
on by the odd team dinner and pub crawl
here and there. However GG observed
that the RFC, deserted by their regular
foes the FC, were left in the Tuns all by
themselves this Wednesday with no one in
sight to sing against, boat race or fist fight.
Yet thanks to a few teams of marauding
Imperial rugby players, the REC had some
challengers to occupy themselves with in
various battles of pint-downing.
LONELY
Speaking of team dinners, GG heard the
cat was finally let out of the bag for Ms
Oddity as “The Fine, that everyone has
been talking about revealed her dirty
deeds with Scouse. According to Ms
Flethcher, Oddity required a lot more than
aglass of water to quench her thirst on
‘that’ night.
FINES
In addition to this revelation at Netball
team dinners, the tallest member of the
6th team piped up and announced the fact
that “apparently she is amazing at giving
blowjobs.” Unfortunately James Gerard
was unavailable for comment.
EVACUATION
The AU’s finest left their individual pre-
drinking establishments to congregate at
this Wednesday’s pre-determined club in
the form of Verve. Records were set for the
biggest evacuation of of century, however,
as the AU’s finest promtly ditched the Zoo

one.

alternattive. GG discovered that, despite
prices being agreed upon in advance by
the AU Exec, it seems that on the night,
faced with the prospect of 300 plus
students coming to their venue, Verve
management got very greedy and decided
to renege on their previous promise and
charge astronomical prices in the hope
of making some fast cash. GG wonders
whether the management of Verve would
benefit from a few EC100 lectures on price
elasticity of demand. One thing’s certain
though - never has a place been so over-
joyed at the arrival of 300 angry students
as Zoo Bar was. It's true love when a place
empties out its VIP area just for us.
SUBSTITUTES
We are not students who suffer from
the woes of asymmetric information,
especially when it comes to the London
clubbing scene. the AU’s elite led the way
in the biggest evacuation since Dunkirk.
In a mobilisation manoeuvere that Ashok
Kumar would base an entire manifesto
on, the AU saw their drinks off, told their
mates to do the same and marched out in a
boycott that would put the Freeze the Fees
campaign to shame. GG tagged along to
where else but Zoo Bar and was be greeted
with open arms by the most legendary of
door staff, who proceeded to perform an
evacuation of their own by removing every
single person who had pre-booked the VIP
room and allowing all the LSE students in,
pitchers included. Verve management, if
you're not already on the dole, take note:
Verve Bar take = £500. Zoo Bar take=
£5,000. Look on Verve manager’s face as
300 students leaver his club = Priceless.
IMPRESSIONABLE
With normal service resumed, GG noticed
the usual suspects resuming their own
services, with eyeryones’ 242nd Arme-
nian, shock horror, pulling yet another
impressionable netballer who goes by the
name Mims, for their 365th ‘first kiss’. GG
honestly couldn't write this stuff.

COURTNEY COX
Speaking of impressionable young types,
GG couldn’t help but notice the most
promiscious Welsh Cougar of the AU and
loveable alcoholic Jordan Emery copping
offin Zoo, and GG has heard that this was
the beginning of a dalliance that extended
further than Wednesday night...

HEY MONA!

GG also spied a certain Vampire ‘show-
ing her fangs’ and maybe more to the
FC's most esteemed Club Captain since
Rob Fenton. Word on the street is that he
returned the favour with his own neck-
sucking.

CALIFORNIA, HERE WE COME
There is a girl in the AU that many of you
will simply know as ‘Caliomia’, despite the
fact that shes from Maine, New England.
There is also a boy in the AU that many
know as simply ‘Katerina’s Ex-Boyfriend'.
A most unlikely couple you may think,
but GG can confirm that copious amounts
of pulling took place in ‘The Corner’ of
Zoo Bar. Well at least until the lights
shone upon the face of the Gentleman in
question. Even California was forced to
question her action and then do a runner,
employing her teammate Bradfield to cre-
ate a distraction. Whether or not Hallam
followed California around for the rest of
the night like a Thunderbird puppet on
smack, GG can only speculate.

WORLD PEACE
This week sees the 3rd Annual Mr LSE,
and testosterone levels will be high, as the
AU's finest males compete to appear more
talented than Fola, better at the plank than
Boca and less fat than Ben Robinson. Easy,
right?

See you there kids... you know I'm watch-
ing.

LUSH SAM SHAT HIMSELF ON
THE WAY HOME ON WEDNESDAY

* But we won't be resting on our laurels and

Women’s tennis
serve up success

easily 6-0,6-2 despite reducing us all to a
nervous wreck with over 10 deuces in the
first game!

With the medics dissected, it was time
to get ready for team dinners. Despite
being one of the largest clubs in the AU
(210 members when I last checked), LSE
tennis is not well known for their Wednes-
day night turnout (possibly because there
are only three teams in total). The men
and women's tennis have always had a
traditional rivalry at LSE, both on and off
the pitch, and with the men’s matches all
but finished for the year, it seemed only
fair that they are doing their bit for our
social reputation in the AU. With our first
ever entry at Mr LSE next week, I'd like to
remind the judges that tennis players hit
all the right spots, have enough endurance
to go three hours or longer, and that even
when we’re not scoring we're in love.

As for women’s tennis, the cup this
week brings a chance for revenge against
Canterbury, and with a home match this
time we're determined to show them.
who's boss. Watch this space.

e lack of tennis news in the
eaver this year has left readers
with little choice but to read
about all seventy-seven of the
football teams (I lose count)
and we thought it was about time that we
gave a heads up about what’s been hap-
pening on our side of the court. We may
not have as many teams as the netballers,
or be as “blue” as the hockey girls but
we're still out every Wednesday night.
With the shame of relegation last year
compared to the men’s triumphs of “AU’s
most successful team”, this year women’s
tennis knew we had a fight on our hands
if we were to restore our reputation, and
boy have we done it in style. Undefeated
thus far we have won all of our matches
except one (a closely fought draw against
Canterbury). Currently top of the league
and in prime position to get promoted
back to our rightful place, only four games
stand in our way, including a crucial match
versus Essex who are second in the league.

are working hard to show them that the
only way isn't Essex.

Last week’s match saw an 8-4 victory
over UCL RUMS out in Highgate. After
arriving in what appeared to be a country
clubhouse in London, LSE tennis did what
came naturally to us and got down to
business. Special mention goes out to Brit
who managed to fight back from 0-5 down
in the first set to a 7-5, 6-3 victory, as well
as to our graceful captain Masha, who won

Caroline - Our loveable
Club Captain who won'’t
let her dodgy knee get in
the way of hockey...or pub
crawls. Not often seen
without Stan.

Olga- Reformed netballer
yet still has the shortest
skirt on the pitch!

Chelle- Claims to be “un-
fit” but runs rings around
the opposition. Also

almost namesake... onamap.

Haugh- Captain Haugh
loves kinky shorts and
downing wine! After LSE
she plans to take another
ten gap years.

Sabrina- Officially a WAG!
This Vice Captain enjoys
vandalising fine dining
establishments in Brick
Lane. Tut tut.

Becky- Proud owner of
every item of LSE branded
clothing in the SU shop,
causes confusion with her | just don’t ask her to find it

<

Kathryn- Blatantly doing
a Masters so she can con-
tinue being a Cougar. Irish
charmer off the pitch...
BEAST on the pitch.

Hannah Sheppard- Our
superstar keeper is almost
as good at saving goals as
she is at scoring with the
5th team footballers

Christina “Ivaneva missed | Fiona - Scottish lass
aZoo bar” - This eternal
Social Sec takes her fancy | Apply within (N.B. Will
dress VERY seriously.
Never seen without a drink
inhand.

Ali- Looks like an all-
American girl but could
drink any rugby guy under
the table (challenge?!)

not sign pre-nuptial)

of stories to tell!

Izzy- Little Miss Giggles. | Virginia- A drunken
Looks like butter wouldn't | Crush recruit, this little
melt but always has plenty | redhead loves burritos
more than life.

Hannah Richmond -

the Tuns that is!

seeking Sugar Daddy-

Rianne- Star defender
from Loughborough...
SENT FROM HER IPAD.

Loves dancing on tables,
when she can make it past | hockey girl has a secret

Megan- You can take the | Nat- Onherto do list: Mel- So dedicated she’ll
girl out of Essex... Megan'’s| Save Africa. This Geordie | drop anything for some ex-
hint of sarcasm always has | gem tells it like it is... with | tra hockey, even a Sunday
us in stitches hilarious results lie-in. Lau or Hau... who
knows?

N

Angie — Another Wednes- | Rose - “A gymnast, not
day night regular, this just a hockey player” with a
fitness fetish.

Zaza- Goal-scoring
machine and apparently

a “sensible” Masters stu-
dent...but has been known
to spike drinks at team
dinners.

tongue piercing.

+MK

_+A



Dhruv Ghulati

fter the success of Brendan
Hamill's captaincy, LSE alas
still finds itself in the cold
and melancholy recesses of
the South Eastern confer-
ence’s last division, 2B. That said, results
this year have been a mixed bag, and the
structure of the society itself has gone
from strength to strength under the lead-
ership of its two captains, Messrs Dhruv
Ghulati esq. and Shivam Shah esgq. For the
first time in the Golf Society’s history, due
to a more focused budget, training ses-
sions have been provided every Thursday
at London’s foremost indoor golf centre,
Metrogolf, situated in Paddington. This
innocuous little place has impressed all
visitors as a well-lit underground bar fit-
ted with TV sereens and pint-pullers, but
a series of bays which are reserved every
Thursday evening from 06:30-08:30.
Students hit range balls onto a screen
that spreads out an image of a particular
hole, and from then on the computer takes
over in simulating the flight, ball path,
spin, curvature and distance, where wind
and sky conditions are all adjusted and
pre-set. Many an LSE golfer has trudged
along the links of Torrey Pines or St.
Andrew’s and felt the full arduousness of a
round albeit in high definition pixels.
LSE’s home course has improved by a
mile compared to last year's set-up, from
a public course just off the Central Line
(and signal failures) to a course cited as
a ‘hidden gem’ in the top 100 courses in
Great Britain, the Addington Golf Club.
Every other Wednesday, the university’s
vanguard 6, consisting of John Moore
(MA Government), Edward Shahnasarian
(MA Accounting), Soham Gupte (General
Course), Oliver Ricketts (BSc. Geography
& Environment), Meheryar Khan (BSc

The eagle has landed - in Croydon

Accounting), Christian Halsted(MA Soci-
ology), Shivam Shah (BSc. Mathematics,
Co-Captain), and Dhruv Ghulati (BSc.
Economics, Captain) get to play on the
beautifully serene turf of this expanse (al-
beit in mainly dewy, freezing conditions)
through pine and birch trees and falling
leaves in saffron yellows and iridescent
greens all perfectly cut and maintained.
The most enjoyable aspect of the
course is the rich, woodland atmosphere
of burnt umbers and foxes and air right in
the heart of London where one can drive
onto a view of the NatWest Tower, Canary
Wharf and the incongruous Swiss Re
building. On the Par 4 6th, P.G. Wode-
house allegedly penned “anyone wishing
to write to the author should address
all correspondence to: P.G. Wodehouse,
c/o the 6th bunker, The Addington Golf
Club, Croydon, Surrey”. The ravines very
unique to this course make one feel like
an Indiana Jones. After matches the team
enjoy the odd Guinness on the 19th, usu-
ally entertaining opposition with tales of
investment banking and discussions of
career opportunities. Mr. Rickett’s tells us
tales of his ‘paralysis’ in Rosebery Hall, the
older scrabble loving postgraduate players
nodding on with bovine faces. Often this
has been waiting for the heroic Shivam
Shah to finish his battles on the 18th green
(3 of his matches this year have gone
down to the wire), with the nonchalant
Moore, a scratch golfer and ex-member
of the US Naval College golf team striding
in resplendent tweed garb, buying his op-
ponent many mugs of beer in fine spirit of
commiseration. Another classic highlight
was our game against King's College at
Royal Blackheath, which has the spurious
claim of being the ‘oldest golf course in the
world’ of the time of James IV of Scotland.
Most members of the team remember
having a golf ball missile at some point
whizzing at their legs or arms or head due
to the ill-guided and catatonic nature of

The Beaver | 15 February 2011

Mr. Soham Gupte esq. that day staring
anxiously from the adjacent fairway. Of
course, Mr. Gupte's alacrity proved to be
all too much for the two captains this year
as he has taken over the role of practice
organiser.

Who could forget the unwieldy cricket
stump figure of Shahnasarian, known to
hit a few extraordinary fade shots through
the autumn leaves. Then, of course, there
is the recent addition of Ollie Ricketts,
the prodigal son of the team who has
been one of the stalwarts of the neophyte
team. That is despite his recent string of
losses against the fairer sex, one of whom
surprised us with her golf talent despite
quite visible rotundity. That was despite
the smouldering glances between the two
the more sagacious team members were
able to pick up on. However as the great
John Daly once said, ‘if you ain't fat, you
ain't all that'.

We encourage people to get involved
in the society which has grown from
strength to strength. Email su.soc.golf@
Ise.ac.uk to get involved in an atmosphere
of tartan trousers, flat Harris tweed caps,
large quantities of alcoholic beverages and
extremely occasional but very memorable
visits to AU nights.

Letters to the
Sports Editor

The sports editors are not that used
to getting comment letters in; this
may be because no-one in the AU
gives enough of a crap to write in and
comment about it. However, in the
last couple of weeks we have received
a couple of comment letters from an
illusive duo, who call themselves J&W
Their last letter was printed in the
comment section, but as we know
anumber of you find it difficult to
get beyond the back two pages we
thought we'd bring this week's letter
to you:

Dear Editors

The title of this week's back page piece
was a little concerning. Surely, far from the
event ‘miracles happen’ being a summation
of a netball team and the event ‘s winsina
row’, the number of wins should be repre-
sented by a bivariate fiunction of the quality
of the team, and some miracle variable.'
We would suggest that swins = F(Quality
, Miracles). Correct us if we're wrong - we
are no polymaths, though we do enjoy a bit
of MA100 on the side.

PS - that dash in the last sentene is not a
minus sign. Just a heads up.

Probability 1/2. Assumption: fair coin.

INDUCE TO THE MAXXXX (global, not
local, no constraints)

JowW

There’s only one
Zoo Bav... read
inside to find out

AU Elections 2011:
Important information and changes

It is the time of year again to elect a new
AU President and AU Exec to see the

AU through the next 12 months. Aftera
comprehensive review, the current AU
Exec has taken the decision to change the
structure of the committee and the way
itis elected. If you are interested in run-
ning for AU President or being a member
of the AU Exec, or think you know
someone who would do well then please
pay careful attention to the following
information and changes.

Nominations for all positions open on
Monday 14th February 2011 and close on
Monday 21st February 2011.

An individual can nominate themselves
by collecting a nomination from the SU
reception or by visiting:
http://www.lsesu.com/studentvoice/
elections/nominatinform/.

[f you want to run for a position you must
submit a nomination form. No nomina-
tions will be accepted after the closing
deadline (Monday, Week 7).

AU President will still be elected through
an open vote of the whole SU body. As

such the new AU President will be elected
as a ‘Part-time Officer’ to the SU and will

be required to participate in SU wide hus-
tings as well as AU Hustings to be held on
Wednesday 23rd February 2011 (Week 7).

‘AU Exec - Going forward there will be no
defined roles for those wishing to stand
for the AU Exec. Instead all nominees will
be entered into the same ballot and the

5 candidates that receive the most votes
will be elected as ‘AU Executives’.

Only paid-up members of the AU will be
allowed to vote in the AU Exec elections.
All AU Exec candidates will be required
to attend AU Hustings to be held on
Wednesday 23rd February 2011 (Week 7).

For any further information on the new
structure of the AU Exec or to find out
more information on the role of the AU
President and AU Exec, please feel free to
contact Ben Robinson, AU President (su.
aupresident@lse.ac.uk) or Rhiannon Ed-
wards, AU Secretary (su.ausecretary(@
Ise.ac.uk).

Stuart Smedley

ricket may be a sport that
depicts itself as embodying
gentlemanly characteristics
so much so that the document
outlining its laws begins with
a section outlining ‘The Spirit of Cricket'.
However, it has had to endure its fair
share of embarrassing controversies over
the past couple of decades.

Whether it be players ball tampering
(not a euphemism) or refusing to walk
when quite obviously out, discussion
has been aroused about this ‘spirit’ being
brought into disrepute.

However there have also been plenty
of cases where the long arm of the law has
decided to get itself involved in response
to allegations of match fixing. Giants of
the game such as Shane Warne have found
themselves accused, yet able to walk away
with their innocence intact. For others
though, this has not been the case, the
most notable guilty partner being former
South African captain Hansie Cronje, who
received a life ban from the game shortly
before his death in 2002 having admitted
to throwing matches.

Last weekend, three more play-
ers — Salman Butt, Mohammad Asif and
Mohammad Amir - received lengthy
suspensions from the International
Cricket Council (ICC) for delivering on
promises made to a dodgy bookmaker
during the fourth test of Pakistan’s tour of
England last summer. Their crime, rather
than being fixing the outcome of the test,
was the bowling of no-balls at previously
arranged points during the match - or
spot fixing.

For their part in the scam, Butt — the
captain of the Pakistan team at the time —
received a five year ban and Asif received
a five year suspensions. Amir, the 18
year old fast bowler who delivered the
no-balls, was left to contemplate his ac-
tions for five years. Furthermore, the trio
face criminal charges along with the fixer

's Corner

Mazhar Majeed.

Although the punishments may ap-
pear unduly severe to some due to the fact
they conspired to fix what would occur in
a tiny portion of the five day match, itis
without doubt correct that they have been
banned for a substantial period of time.

However, one thing seems to be miss-
ing from the outcome of the ICC's inves-
tigation. And that is an attempt to clamp
down on the ease with which certain spots
in matches can be rigged.

That requires not just a war on the
cheats, but a battle against the bookmak-
ers too.

It surely takes a high level of ingenuity,
and luck, for anybody to fix the final result
of a match in any team contest unless the
whole side are in on the swindle, at which
point it would appear obvious what is
transpiring.

Yet, fixing spots is far, far easier.
Amir’s biggest mistake - other than get-
ting himself involved - was arguably that
he stepped so far over the line when deliv-
ering the no-balls. A marginal infraction
may have aroused little suspicion.

It is not just cricket though where

spots appear capable of being easily
manipulated.

Before and at half-time of most
televised football games, fans are usuatly
confronted with Ray Winstone offering
up live odds in his gruff cockney patter,
whilst advertising a trip to Bet365.com
where ‘over 50 in-play markets’ are of-
fered. These allow punters to bet on more
‘traditional’ things such as the identity
of the next goalscorer as well as on more
inconspicuous markets like the number of
throw-ins in the next ten minutes or the
time of the first corner. The latter two are
undoubtedly far easier for an individual
or small group of players to attempt to
determine, yet difficult to detect by the
authorities.

As a student whose bank statements
typically contain more minus signs than
the winter weather forecasts for Outer
Siberia, it may seem surprising that I'm
criticising the gambling industry given
how potentially easy it is to win a few quid
and get'back into the black.

But with the integrity of sport poten-
tially on the line, it is time these compa-
nies took some responsibility.




