




In any communication on this 
subject please quote No................................. 
and address—

The CLERK of the COUNCIL, 

PRIVY COUNCIL Office, -----LONDON,"S.W.1.

10th June, 1929.

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you the 

accompanying notification that you have been 

sworn First Commissioner of Works and Public

Buildings.
I have the honour to be.

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

The Right Honourable
George Lansbury,

Office of Works and Public Buildings, 
Storey’s Gate,
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The 8th day of June, 1929.

• I THIS day, in the presence of the Lord President of the Council, 
— the Right Honourable Sir Charles Philips Trevelyan, Bt., 

was sworn President of the Board of Education ; the Right Honour­
able Noel Edward Buxton was sworn Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries; the Right Honourable Margaret Bondfield was sworn 
Minister of Labour ; and the Right Honourable George Lansbury 
was sworn First Commissioner of Works and Public Buildings.

I

Printed under the authority of His MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFrOK 
By HARRISON AND SONS, Ltd., 44-47, St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C.2.

Printers in Ordinary to His Majesty.

p.c. 1212. (n 306/1843)7 17 6/29 HAS Ltd. Gp. 306.
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In any communication on this 

subject please quote No................................  
and address—

The CLERK of the COUNCIL, 

PRIVY Council Office, 

London, S.W.l.

10th June, 1929.

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you the 

accompanying notification that you have been 

sworn of His Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy 

Council.

A copy of the form of Oath taken by you is

The Right Honourable
G. Lansbury, M.P., 

39 Bow Road,
E.3.



AT THE COURT AT WINDSOR CASTLE,

The 8th day of June, 1929.

PRESENT,

THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
IN COUNCIL.

This day George Lansbury, Esquire, m.p., was, by His Majesty's 
command, sworn of His Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy

Council, and took his place at the Board accordingly.

Printed under the authority of His Majesty’s STATIONERY OFFICE 
By HARRISON AND Soks, LTD., 44-47, St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.2, 

Printers in Ordinary to His Majesty

P.C. 1218 (B306/1843)T 17 6/29 H. &. S. Ltd. Gp. .300
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Tlje Oath of a Pribg Counsellor.

I do swear by Almighty God to be a true and faithful Servant unto the King’s 

Majesty, as one of His Majesty’s Privy Council. I will not know or understand 

of any manner of thing to be attempted, done, or spoken against His Majesty’s 

Person, Honour, Crown, or Dignity Royal, but I will lett and withstand the same 

to the uttermost of my Power, and either cause it to be revealed to His Majesty 

Himself, or to such of His Privy Council as shall advertise His Majesty of the 

same. I will, in all things to be moved, treated, and debated in Council, faithfully 

and truly declare my Mind and Opinion, according to my Heart and Conscience ; 

and will keep secret all Matters committed and revealed unto me, or that shall be 

treated of secretly in Council. And if any of the said Treaties or Counsels shall 

touch any of the Counsellors, I will not reveal it unto him, but will keep the same 

until such time as, by the Consent of His Majesty, or of the Council, Publication 

shall be made thereof. I will to my uttermost bear Faith and Allegiance unto the 

King’s Majesty ; and will assist and defend all Jurisdictions, Pre-eminences, and 

Authorities, granted to His Majesty, and annexed to the Crown by Acts of 

Parliament, or otherwise, against all Foreign Princes, Persons, Prelates, States, or 

Potentates. And generally in all things I will do as a faithful and true Servant 

ought to do to His Majesty.
So help me God.

(4045—32) Wt. 25321—75 200 3/29 P. St. G 301
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Jtramrs, Jelts, 1 elours. 43, JEWIN STREET,

HATS & PLAITS.

Telegrams: SU STR A WIL, PHONE, LONDON.

LONDON,............ WL /2 192 0/— / /
A.B.C. Code 5th Edition.

Telephone: CLERKENWELL 2975.
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THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE
Chairman. MISS DORIS LesfEA, EAGLING RD.1 he Children s House, Bow.
Hon. Sec.: MISS JOAN WATERLOW, BOW, E.3

The Children’s House, Bow.
Hon. Treasurer: ROBERT HOGG, ESQ.

TELEPHONE: EAST 1200

7 Hanover Square, W.I. 
WESTMINSTER BANK, LTD.

11th June 1929.

Dear "G.L. "

Our thoughts have been very much with you these 
last days, and I am feeling very ashamed that we have not 
written before. We meant to write on "The Day".

It is all lovely, isn’t it, and one feels some 
hope for the world !

I expect everybody will be too busy to come to 
either of our Children's House Days, the local one this 
Saturday or the general one the following week, but I send 
a bill just in case. Perhaps you would be so kind as to have 
it stuck out as you generally do. Please tell Mrs. Lansbury 
no-one would be more welcome if she felt like dropping in. 
I realise it is much too much to hope to see you.

I know my father would be one who would rejoice 
with us to feel that you are a Member of the Cabinet.

With the best of wishes from us all,
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THE SALISBURY CLUB, 

SALISBURY,





PERFORMING AND CAPTIVE ANIMALS DEFENCE LEAGUE-=* AND JACK LONDON CLUB.

PATRONSj

Treasurer: 
MR. ERNEST BELL.

Hon. Secretary: 
Atas JESSEY WADE.

THE DUCHESS OF HAMILTON. 

RT. HON. LORD BUCKMASTER.

LADY

SIR JOHN MARTIN- HARVEY.

LADY WYNDHAM CHILDS.

CORY.

Secretary:
Mr. EDMUND T. MACMICHAEL.
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Tel.: Regent 4375.

17, Buckingham Street,

Adelphi, London, W.C.2.

11th June 1929.

My dear G.L.,

This is just another to the long list of congratulatory 

letters you must already have had on your appointment in the finest 

Cabinet our old country has ever had.

We were overjoyed to hear that MacDonald had chosen you, 

and we think that not only you, but he and the country too are to be 

congratulated. It is great to think that after all the fights you have 

had on behalf of the under dog, you should at last be in one of the 

key positions where you can be of the greatest service to those who can 

do so little to help themselves.

Will you, please, give our very best greetings to Mrs. 

Lnasbury, and do not worry about answering this.

With love from us both, and all good wishes in your dif­

ficult task.

Yours sincerely,





ol. cOEOsK. (l(G
3, Queensberry Place, 

South KENSINGTON S.W.7.

02/1.
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From
CANON A. LINWOOD WRIGHT

Vicar of S. Mark’s ========
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S. MARK’S VICARAGE,
CR AN BOURNE STREET,
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My dear Captain Hill:

Thank you very much indeed for 
your kind letter. It is not often that one gets that 
kind of letter from an opponent against whom one has 
fought as vigorously as we two did in Bow & Bromley. 
I can only say that 1 appreciate your kindness very 
much indeed and thank you for your good wishes and 
congratulations.

I hope we may be able to do some- 
thing, however small, to stem the tide of poverty which 
engulfs the East End, and which you did your best to 
try to understand. Perhaps you will not mind me say­
ing that I think you mistake about Socialism: my view 
all the time is that we are living in a semi-Socialist 
state now; that every improvement is brought about by 
social effort and so on. what I would beg you, who are 
much younger than I am, to try to consider is that what­
ever ultimate system is brought about, it will not be 
done by a sudden change or break. Somehow in Britain 
we are slowly but surely gliding along, as it were, from 
one system to another. I could give you a thousand 
instances of this in my own lifetime.

Why not come and join us and help 
us do the day’s work to-day? That is what I am having 
to do, out and out Socialist as I am. Every day I 
shall have to compromise with my ultimate principle, but 
that is how life is, and you will find that even if you 
remain with the Conservative Party your ultimate ideal of 
life is the abolition of a system which compels people 
to compete and fight for bread. You want to substitute 
for this co-operation in one form or another.

But I must not go on because it 
would be impossible for me to enter into a long discussion. 
My only wish is that you should not rule out the possibility 
of joining the Labour Party and helping us do our job, and 
that you will, in coming to a conclusion, not worry so much



in 
about what will happen/ten, fifteen or twenty years’ 
time, but help to do the work of to-day: and that 
work, I am sure, which we of the Labour Party will 
try to do is such that you would be able to support 
it.

With best wishes, and again many thanks,

Yours very truly.

Capt. H. A. Hill, 
3, Essex Court, 
Temple, E.C...4.
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Tt"w 22, Westmoreland Road
Barnes, S.W.13

14th. June, 1929.

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., 
House of Commons,

S.W.l.

Dear Mr. Lansbury,

I know you must be having many letters of congratulation 

but I feel I must write to say how delighted I am at your 

Ministerial appointment.

I enjoyed my fight in a backward area during the General 

Election, and although I was defeated, the Labour victory all 

over England is a wonderful joy.

You have always been so kind, and so helpful to me when 

I have been brought into contact with you at the House of 

Commons, either in connection with my work on behalf of the 

R.S.P.C.A., or with my constituency, that I want my good 

wishes added to the many others you must have received.

May your appointment bring you much happiness, and may 

the burdens of office not be too arduous.

With all good wishes

Yours sincerely,Saazkwe@ (ausirola.











_(77 .The Central (Unemployed) The Hollesley Bay Labour Colony,Body for London. omareer”) • • 7
(Unemployed Workmen Act, 1905) HOLLESLEY, SUFFOLK.

Telegrams:
Barton, HOLLESLEY, Suffolk.

Telephone:
SHOTTISHAM No. 10.

Station:
MELTON, L. & N.E. RLY. (61 miles).

Superintendent : H. BARTON.

16th June 9

Dear Mr. Lansbury,

We are asking our friend Albert Easteal 

to convey this little token of our appreciation and 

hearty congratulations on your well deserved honour. 

May we also take the opportunity of wishing you every 

success in your new endeavour to tackle the problem 

of unemployment. We shall, at all times, be willing 

and anxious to gladly give you any help or service we 

can render in making your task successful.

Again wishing you long life and God-speed 

in your efforts,

We beg to remain.
Yours faithfully,

The Right Hon. George Lansbury. P.C.M.P.
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8 LANDSBURY WINISTRE LONDRES 

ETUDIANTS EGYPTIENS LYON FORWENT AU CABINET TRAVAILLISTE VE ILLEURS VOEUX 

HEUREUX AVENEMENT PARTAGENT AVEC HOWES GAUCHES VEVE IDEAL HUMAIN ILS 

, SONT EN DROIT ATTENDRE CABINET TRAVAILLISTE APPRECIATION CLAIRVOYANTE 

/INTERETS ANGLAIS MIEUX SERVIS AVEC EGYPTE LIBRE SINCEREMENT AMIE QUE 

COUVANT RE VOLTE CONPRINEE PAR FORCES BRI TANNI QUES INSTITUANT REG I IVE

DICTATORIAL FAISANT HONTE HUVANITE = ASSOCIATION EGYPTIENNE







Telephove No. : VICTORIA 1234.

“ Any reply to this letter should be addressed to— 
THE SECRETARY,

TREASURY,

WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W. 1, 

and the following number quoted:

E.4584.

(183
TREASURY CHAMBERS.

25 June, 1929.

Sir,

I am directed by the lords Commissioners of 

 His Majesty’s Treasury to transmit to you herewith the 

Royal Warrant dated the 21st June, 1929, under His 

Majesty’s Sign Manual, countersigned by two of Their 

Lordships, appointing you to be First Commissioner of 

His Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

AA./0-

The Rt.Hon. G. Lansbury, 
H.M. Office of Works.



WHEREAS We are graciously pleased to give and 

grant during Our Pleasure unto Our Right trusty and well 

beloved Counsellor George Lansbury, the Office of First 

Commissioner of Works and Public Buildings constituted 

and appointed under and by virtue of the Authority of 

the Act passed in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth years of 

Her late Majesty’s Reign intituled "An Act to make 

better provision for the management of the Woods Forests 

and Land Revenue of the Crown and for the direction of 

Public Works and Buildings”.

We do by these Presents hereby constitute and 

appoint him the said George Lansbury to be First 

Commissioner of Our Works and Public Buildings during 

Our Royal Pleasure with all the interest powers titles 

authorities privileges and duties appertaining to and 

vested in the said Office.

Given at Our Court at Buckingham 
twenty-

Palace this first day of June 

One thousand nine hundred and 

twenty nine in the twentieth year 

of Our Reign.

By His Ma jesty's Commands.





33 BRVTON STREET, W.1





Gezantsohap der Nederlanden

De ondergeteekende, Harer Majesteits Buitengewoon 

Gezant en Gevolmachtigd Minister bij het Britsche Hof, 

heeft de eer den Heeren Ambtenaren der Invoerrechten 

en Accijnzen te verzoeken the Right Honourable George 

Lansbury, M.P., First Commissioner of Works, die zich 

naar Hederland begeeft, zoowel op de heen- als op de 

terugreis 
00:

bij het overschrijden der grenzen van het Koninkrijk 

wel te willen behandelen met alle voorkomendheid, welke 

is overeen te brengen met de bestaande voorschriften.

Londen, den 30sten Juli 1929.
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DURRANT’S PRESS COTilR”
St. Andrew’s House, 32 to 34 Holborn Viaduct, 
and 5 St. Andrew Street, Holborn Circa* B.C.1, asH I 12

Tolephonei CITY 4968.

POLITICAL’ The Times
Printing Home Square, E.C.4.

om issue dated................ .

YAs lores , 17 Sowf. 020. 
BATHING IN THE I 

PARKS(102.)
MR. LANSBURY’S PLANS

) Mr. Lansbury, the First Commissioner
J of Works, who was accompanied by Sir

; Lionel Earle, the Permanent Secretary,
_ and other officials of the Department,

। yesterday visited Greenwich Park, Hyde 
Park, and Regent’s Park. The chief 

"‘ object, of the visit was to consider the 
i possibility of providing more facilities for 

: bathing, - both for children and adults, 
. though other matters, such as the 
• extension of playing facilities for the 
• children, also came under review. Mr. I 
• Lansbury is particularly interested in the | 
• possibilities of sun-bathing, and provi-1 
• sional sites, where a beginning might be| 
• made with sun-bathing for children only, | 
• were inspected in Greenwich Park and | 
■ Regent’s Park. j
• Mr. Lansbury spent the morning at Green- I 
■ wich, and, as the result of his visit, said that I 
• he was impressed with the possibilities for
• improvements in the parks and open spaces.
• He would, like to see a promenade alongside I 
■ the river at Greenwich, where children could I 
• Play and adults enjoy the delights of the river.
• For a background the promenade would have i 
• the buildings of the Royal Naval College and
• the Seamen's Hospital. Facilities could also I 
■ be provided for bathing, and he had found a I 
• suitable spot where a beginning could be made 1 
• with sun-bathing for children. He hoped to
• extend the playing facilities for children in the I 
■ park. R
I At, Hyde Park Mr. Lansbury examined in I 
• detail the site on the west bank of the Serpen- I 
■ tine, where it has been suggested that accom- I 
• modation might be provided for mixed bath- I 
■ ing. There were, he said, many preliminaries I 
• to be gone through before work could actually I 
• be begun. It was proposed to erect a building I 
• to give the necessary accommodation, but I 
• the first thing to do would be to I 
• test the depth of the water, and to I 
• ensure that bathing would be ideal, both I 
• for adults and children. Mr. Lansbury referred | 
I to the gift of £5,000, promised by an anony- 
I mous donor, for the provision of facilities for I 
I children and also for enabling persons of both I 
I sexes to bathe in the. Serpen tine and for sun- I 
g Dating. The offer is conditional on the pro-a 
I vision of a similar sum by the Government, I 
I and Mr. Lansbury said he did not anticipate I 
I any. great difficulty in getting the necessary I 
I Estimate through the House of Commons. He I 
I was extremely grateful to Sir Arthur du Cros I 
I and Mrs. Van den Bergh for their generous I 
I cheques of £500 each. If the plans met with I 
I no opposition it was hoped that part of them, I 
I at any rate, would be carried out next spring. | 
I a would like to 866 a shingle beach in the | 
I Serpentine for bathing, and a special part of | 
I the water reserved for children. The water | 
I there would be very shallow, with shingle on | 
I the bottom, and it would thus be like the sea- I 
I side. I
I A SUN-BATHING SITE I 

I — The site selected for sun-bathing in Regent’s I 
I Park is close to the North Gate, near Maccles- I 
| field Bridge, at the bottom of Avenue-road. I 
| Here, near the Zoological Gardens, there is an I 
I open space of about seven acres, alongside the I 
| Regent's Canal. Though many fine old elm I 
I trees shade the grass over a large portion of I 
I this area, there is one spot, entirely devoid, of I 
| trees, which is said to be particularly I 
I suitable for sun-bathing. There is ample I 
I room for hundreds of children. Mr. I 
| Lansbury said he recognized that ■ in I 
I starting any scheme like sun-bathing every- I 
I thing depended on carrying the public and 4 
I Parliament with them. He would only pro- 1 
I pose to begin at first with children. He sug- I 
I gested that such a beginning might be made I 
I in Greenwich Park and Regent’s Park, and he I 
| proposed to have another interview with re- " 
| presentatives of the Sunlight League and those I 
| who composed the deputation who recently I 
I urged on him the need for sun-bathing facili- I 
| ties. Matters could then be thorough! y dis- 11 
I cussed, because it was obvious that the Office I 

works could not undertake either to bring I the children to the parks or to take care of I 
| them. He might also have to consult ulti- I 
I mately with representatives of the London J 
I County Council, as the " children’s autho- I 
Tity, and with the public health authorities I 
I in the neighbourhood—the Greenwich Borough I 
I Council and the St. Pancras Borough Council. I 
I Probably a beginning would be made with • 
I children up to the age of 15 or 16 only. They • 
I would be able to start at any time when the • 

sun shone, provided that they could get to- • 
gether the necessary organization. There ■ 
would, of course, have to be adequate super- I 
vision of the children. It might be necessary I 
". erect a tent, but such questions as super- • 
vision and accommodation must be discussed • 
with representatives of the Sunlight League. • 
He, hoped the scheme would go through, and, • 
it it did, its success would be largely due to • 
the untiring efforts and helpful advice of Sir •

I men? Earle and other officials of his depart- •
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Your Grace, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, 227 47’9

As First Commissioner of Works of His Majesty’s 

Government, I desire to express the pleasure which it has 

given me to preside on this historic occasion, and to 

acknowledge my deep appreciation of the expressions of thanks 

to His Majesty’s Government which have been delivered by the. 

Lord Chief Justice, the Attorney General and the President of 

the Incorporated Law Society of Northern Ireland. I am very 

glad to know that the labours of my officers in the preparatio 

of the design for the building, the foundation stone of which 

Your Grace has set in place today, will in due course result 

in the completion of a building fully adequate to its purpose, 

and a worthy and dignified setting for the Administration of 

Justice in Northern Ireland.

I gather from a remark made by the Lord Chief Justice 

that there may be an uneasy feeling that Biblical history may 

repeat itself, but I hasten to assure him that whilst the 

period of time spent on the settlement of the many and varied 

requirements which have now been embodied in the final design 

for the Law Courts, may not have been entirely without 

advantage to the future occupants of the building, he may 

rest assured that the scheme should now proceed smoothly and 

expeditiously towards completion. I may say that the main 

superstructure contract is about to commence and that the - 

building should be completed by the Autumn of 1932.

These buildings when finished will, I hope and believe, be the 

place where the people of Northern Ireland will, as the 

Lord Chief Justice told us, find the principles of the Common 

Law of England and the rules of Equity firmly and impartial 1y= 

administered, and may I also add that I hope and feel sure

that the poorest citizen will find redress as readily and as 

easily as the most wealthy.

In



In conclusion, I desire to express, on behalf 

of His Majesty’s Government, to Your Grace, their 

sincere thanks for undertaking the duty of laying the 

Foundation Stone of the Courts of Law for Northern 

Ireland.
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