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FABIAN SOCIETY . 

THE SECRETARY having received a requisition under R ule 8, signed by more 
than fifty members, calling for a l\lembers' Meeting to discuss the resolution 
annexed, has fixed it for Monday, December 23rd, at 8 p .m. , at Essex Hall, 
Essex Street, Strand. AGE~DA-To consider the following : 

11 
That the Fabian Society repudiates the i\·lanifesto issued by the Executive Committee in 

regard to the. settlement of the Railway Dispute arrived at by the inter\'ention of ~1r. 
Lloyd George, and expresses the view that the settlement is decidedly disad\·antageous 
to the cause of Socialism and to the interests of organized Labor." 

In view of the poss1ble incon\'enience to members of the date fixed for this meeting, the 
Secretary desires to explain that the delivery of the requisition to him on the !lth instant loal'es 

him, under the rule, no practicable alternative. 

Your auendance is reque:;ted. EDW. R. PEASE, 
Secretary. 

FAll!AN OFFICE, 3 CLEMENT'S JN:-1, 

STRA:-ID, \V.C.-1] Deccmher, 1907. 
FOR MEM B E RS ONLY. 

This card must be presented at the door as an admission ticket. 
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Rf'ft)rnwr nt tlw nt.·'t '•e•H•ra l c.It·u•ujt. Jl 

will ht.· n.·nwmlH·n·d th:tt '-,ir John Cockburn'.._, 
c1ndidatun• two y(·:tr" ago in \\'a le.., was a 
ri:·marl.::tblt· combination nf Ta:-ill Rdorm, 
llonw Rult: ;tnd ( 'ollt·rti\·j..,m, anJ although 
ht: i.;;; not a Fahi;tn. lw 111<1\ lw con-;idtrt-'d a 
typ<' of pulitidan \\hom tht• Fabi;m Society 
would ... upp(,rt 

J )uring the· di ... t.·u.., ... ion (whid1 wa..; made in-
UTe ... ting h~- an anu-ndnwnt mo,·rd "i;h the I \ "\ 
ohj<"d of gl'lting the ... ocicty to declare that it rt-. ~ 
would not .,upporl any tandidatt.~ a ...... ociatcd 
with t.·ither of tht· two ~real political parties, 
nn anwnc.lment which wa" hopelcs:--ly dt·-
ft•att·d) it W<t..., point(·d out thnt th(' H itchin 
Divi:--ion of ll<·rtfont ... hire would he a ... uitable 
ron .. titw·nc-Y for a candidate of tlw kind that 
tlw . ... oril'ty- would ;-.uppnrt. lt includt>" the 
gro\\iug di ... trkt of t},,· C:1rden City at Letch-
wurlh, \\ ht·n·· FaJ,iani)om i"-i ,,-('){ undt'r..,toocl, 
:tnd tlw ... itting- lll('111ber, \lr. ]ulius Bertram, 
(who ,,nn tht' ..,t•at from \lr. (3. B. Hudson at ll 
tlw (~l-IH'ral Election), ha .. deda1ed him .. elf a.., ~~o 
likt'ly to he out uf ~\mpathy with the Liberal 
Potrty'.._, futun• dn·dopnwnh a., ht• "-.<:e., them, 
.. H,d ''ill not ... tand ut tlw n(·:xt ('lertion. 'rtl(• 
••.t'it.lansh;t\\J 'lill._-Tr t\t' on f1ih.h111 :t.,.T\J,L·h ,v 
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... uit their propaJ.!and:t. They will not put for-
\\ ani a c\lldidate in thf'ir own name, but if a 
Lihl'ral candidate of the advanced section 
ronll'.., forwnnl "hom tlH•y can ... upport the) 
will do ... n. \nd their -,upport would be worth 
... onwthin(.!. for the~ arc quite removed fron1 
tlw R(•d FLq.~g-~·r., who nn• ~ disturbing to 
tlw political dov('COt" ju.,l rHJ\\. 

Thi "-i llramatiL· change of policy by the 
FabLln Sol'il·ty, ba...,cd a.., it j..., on the unlikeli-
hood of the. Labour Party proving ibelf 
\ll-tinitl'l~ ~otiati ... t for manY n~ar ... to come, 
''a.., acr<·ptt·d hv th<' meet in~ Of the members 
on FridaY Lht -without hf.•.., itntion, thank.., in 
grl'at pari to .\lr. B('rnard Shaw's able ... pccch, 
'' lu·n on hthalf of the E'ecuth·e he mo,·cd 
t1H' adoption of the committtec's recomml'nda-
ti(lll'-o . C. B. S. ''a"' in excellent form, and 
it j,. dl·ar that th< pnu;;,(•nt political ... ituation 
ha.., many po.., ... ibiliti<·.., of ... udden dcvt:lopment 
in UIH''J>l'Ctt·d din•r tion .... 
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FABIAN SOCIETY. 

THB; SECilETARY having received a requisition under Rule 8, signed by more 
than fifty members, calling for a Members' Meeting to discuss the resolution 
annexed, has fixed it for Monday, December 23rd, at 8 p.m., at Essex Hall, 
Essex Street, Strand. AGE!':DA-To consider the following : 

"That the Fabian Society repudiate<; the l\1anifesto issued by the Executive Cammittee in 
regard to the_ seulement of the Railway Dispute arrived at by the inten·ention of Z\ l r. 
Lloyd George, and expresses the view that the settlement is decidedly disadvantageous 
to the cause of Socialism and to the interest!i of org::mized Labor." 

In view of the pos;;,ible inconvenience to members of the date fixed for this meeting, the 
Secretary desires to explain that the delivery of the requisition to him on the I (th instant leave& 

him, under the rule, no practicable alternative. 

Your attendance is requested. 

FAnrAN OFFICE, 3 CLEMENT's INN, 

STHA'ID, vV.C.-IJ December, I907. 

EDW. R. PEASE, 
Secretary. 

FOR MEMBERS ONLY . 
This card must be presented at the door as an admission ticket. 
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' ·fhat j 
the Report be referred hack, with instructions to add , 
that no member of the Fabian Society shall publicly ; 
support any candidates of a party not entitled to affilia- r 
tion with the Lab or Party, or work to promote the I 
intere~ts of anr pa~ty no~ entitled to this affiliation." I 
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words after "'l'ha.t" and msert 'tr"tbe question of can-
didates and constituencies be referred back to the 
Executive with instructions to subm1t a. hat of names 
and consdtuencies to which it is proposed tba.t ~h~ luo?s 
raised should be devoted." 





1. Tha.t it is desirable to promote the establishment 
of local Fa.bia.n Societies in the various towns of 
the United Kingdom. 

2. Tha.t the members living in or near the principal 
urban centres in which no local Fa.bia.n Society 
yet exists, be invited to consider how such a. 
society ca.n best be formed there; a.nd tha.t 
they be assisted to ta.ke steps for tha.t purpose. 

3. Tha.t the activities of the local Fa.bia.n Societies 
ca.n best be stimulated a.nd assisted by (a) 
frequent lecturers from the London Society; (b) 
periodical conferences of local societies of both 
national and district scope; (c) the publication 
of Fa.bia.n Tracts applying Socialist principles 
to the particular local government circumstances 
of the different towns; (d) constant correspond-
ence with the London office; and (e) by judi-
cious participation in municipal elections, either 
by promoting direct Fabian candidatures, or 
assisting to return other candidates promoted 
by other Socialist or Labor bodies. 

4. That if any eJfecti ve action i~ to be taken by the 
Society to get increased Socialist representation 
in Parliament, so far as its own members are 
concerned, it would be necessary to raise a 
Parliamentary Fund of at least £5,000. 

5. That in order to test the willingness of members 
to contribute to such a fund, all the members 
be asked by a. circular, giving the names of 
the probable trustees (1) whether they think 
that snch a fund ought to be at once started; 
(2) what amount (to be spread over five years) 
they would be able to contribute to such a 
fund, if sufficient promises were received to 
warrant its establishment. 

6. That the particular candidatures to be assisted 
by such a. fund, and the exact method of such 
candidatures, would, in view of the necessity of 
securing local support, necessarily have to be 
decided in each ca.se according to circum-
stances. 
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) ~EL O!!:.QUALITY., 
JL. IIII'J. W ON l'lr& CRJIIBTOPBaJI 

PUJINIIS8'8 8CBBIIB. 
0 Jl. Sbaw Jul 11$ delivered lbo 

a MlriH of le~~...., be liYen bt 
l!«laliftl ~ lbo Fabian 

b~w declared lbal If Chr/taa Diok..,. 
lloNCbtb bad o!My ••ndenlood Jl..,lalllam teclmicaliJ ono I...Jo \boy would 

proc:laullod lbOIDIO)VU 8oo1ahala. 
&Del CarlJI• bad lbo matenat. of 

in \hem lo a very muoh Jfealer 
maDf In li><l Jloolahsl rank&. 
DOl S«~&lta..., • all Wbn. 

ISoaUoo•en, llabomtr~, aud le ua 
and llnallJ \hero 

weN t;oe&ah•• 

• G. B. SHAW. 
a• Crlllolaa of lr C. Faraeu' 

PnpolaL 
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THE FABIAN BASIS. 
MR. G. B. SUA W 0~ TilE SECES-

SW~ OF MR. WELLS. 

Last night, a.t the Essex Ha11 , Esscx-atreet, 
Strand, )lr. G. Bernard Shaw delivered the 
first of a series of lecture& on "Tho Fabian 
Basis,'' whtch arc to be gh·en during the 
next few month' by well-kno,.,n Soc1alists. 
Tho Rev. Stcwart D. Hcndlam prC5ided. 

~lr. Shaw alluded to the case of Mr. 
H. G. \\'ell~, w}lom ho described as & man 
of vuy distinguisht'<l genius, who had only 
ju'!lt now disclaimed Socialism in the curi-
ously formal way of transferring hia na.mc 
from tho list of members of tho Society 
who wero avowed :-;ocialists to tho li st of 
sui scribcrs who were not Socialists. That 

" ffi('ant cithN that :Mr. \Veils was not a 
'· Sociall:~t or that the members of tho Fabian 
r' ~OCICty W('fO not. ).lr. Wells said: .. A 
1'/ "cht•mc which propo~cs to leave mother and 
e child economically dependent upon. the 
e father is to ma not Socialism at all, but a 

mi!4)Cable l~rvC"r~ion of Sociall~m." 
They might :sympa.U1ise ,-ery warmly with 

Mr. \\"ells, Uut suppose: he (Mr. Sha.¥.) ¥.ere 

~0 c~~('d :~ atl~h~~:~~~hJ \\~(~~~e P~~bli~e•":~i~~~~ 
to ha' a lus blood corrupted is to me 
not So<-ialism, but a miserable pen-ersion-
(la.ul-{hter)-a.nd that the S)"titem which allowed 
th~Hl~nds of unfortunate animals to b~ 
drn·en to Drptford to be mi~era.bly !o.l&ugh· 
ter'-d to make unwholesome food for the 
\~~li~n ~f., the country \\as a mi~erable per-

In this way the_y could make the scheme 1 
of the l'~nbmn Societ.y include e' ery re· 
form. (\s a matter of fact, the quegt ion of 

0
• the fa.nuly wo.s not really a part of Socialism. 

MR. BERNARD SHAW ON SOOIALISM· 

The first of a 8eri.es of ]eeturee on elementary Soo:iali.em. 
in the form of o.n exposition of the 1;-abian baaia, was 
given lo.st night by Mr. G. Bernard Sha.w, under the 
auspices of the Fabian Soa:iety, ai Eesex-ha-11, Stracd. 
The Rn:v. Snw.&.U' D. Hlt.ADLAK presided, e.nd there wu 
a crowded atteodOJlce. Mr. SJU w, referring to the 
recenUy-published letter of Mr. H. G. \VellB, said Mr. \Vella had practically d.isclaimed Soeialiam, and the 
curioualy formn.l way in wb.icb he bad done eo was by 
tra.o.slerring his name from the list of members of the 
society, who were avowed Socialiets, to the lilt of wb-
ecribcrs, who were not, bot who gave their money beca1llt& 
they tboogbt the society meant well. (Laughter.) In 
h.iB letter o( resignation Mr. Wells eaid :-" A echeme 

~:~le~iu:=:o ~!e~:the~~tb= =dn~~~~J:l~m~ca~ 
• but a miserablo perversion o( ·Socialism." Thoae who 

felt very strongly, as Mr. \Yells diP, on the rrobject of the 
present constitution o( the (o.m.ily, might eympatbize 
warmly with him in that utterance. They might make 
the claim that the Fabian Society Bhould include every 
possible reform, OJld so.y that if it did not it wu o 
rni::lero.-ble perversion of Socialism ; but this question of 
the family was not a part of Socia-lism at all Mr. Sho.w 
proooedod to speak of the conlu.Bion which prevailed 
with regMd to SocLSl.ism, and said thoro wae a sr?.c.t 
du.nger. t.f the confusion continued t.oo long, of Socu:Wist 
eociotios being completely captured by people who were 
not Socialists at all. For instance, Mr. Wells admitted 
that he practically joined the societ-y becau..se he bopod 
to make it an instrument. to carry certa..in ~forma which 
~e regarded a.s of great import.o.nco. A gre.o.t. many 
1mport&ot movements had been captured in this way. 

, 
1 
Chriati~t.y, for example, had been entirely captured by 

11 commercUiliam. At the preeent. tune there was nothing 
1J in the world less Cb..ri'\tin.n tb&n Christianity. It would 
" be fairer to confine the term Socialist to people who 

advocated a specific method of Sociaham-the complete 

• ~b~st~~~\~~n o~p~~:a~ro&:~r:;r ~:•:d"Pb!:!h: 
~ .ADy pe1"80D who did not believe that. bad better not ealJ 

\I bunsoll a Soci&li,·s=t=. ======="' 

(4t/ 

f. 





at. ~ ifd{ 
r:r~~ ~ M?r. 

~-~~~~~~ 

2. <1""-eu. ~ ~ ~ 

/ 'b. tq ot. 

2 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ w·~ ~d. ~ ~ J.~Mtl 
~~ rwtM , ~ ~ ~~ -t 

(il. .e.()/l.r- en...~ or-~ ~ ~ 
~~=-

• That as a d18tinot1on is made in prison practice 
•tn England between ~irst and second d1Tis1on prisoners, 
•which makes it posAible to discriminate between or dinary 
•criminals and persons. who. a• social reformers, are in 
•oonaoient1ous oonflict with the law, this meeting is o~ 
•op i nion that the bene~it o~ the distinOtion should be 
•acoor~ed to the women now Toluntarily undergoing 
"imprisonment ~or taking par t in the asitation for the 
••xtanelon o~ the eu~frage.• 
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That in view of the present primitive methods of conducting 
the business of the Fabian Society through general 
meetings of London members, it is desirable that the rules 
and bye-laws of the Society be modified so as to give effect 
to the following proposals:-

1. An Annual Conference shall be summoned in place of the 
May Annual Meeting. 

2. The Conference and the Conference only shall have power 
to change the rules of the Society. All resolutions passed 
by the Conference shall be binding upon the central 
Executive Committee and upon the executive committees 
of local societies and groups. Due notice shall be given of 
all resolutions. 

3. The Conference shall consist of the Executive Committee, 
together with a number of delegates elected by the London 
Society and the provincial groups o.nd societies in pro-
portion to their membership. 

4. The existing relations between local societies and the central 
society shall be so re-organized that all members of local 
societies shall pa.y their subscriptions direct to the local 
society, and that the local societies shall contribute an 
annual fee of so much per member to the central funds; 
and Bye-law Ill." (1) shall be so altered that it shall be no 
longer possible for • person to become a. member of a. 
local Fabian Society by signing some other than the Fabian 
Basis. All members of Fabian Societies on whose behalf 
such fees have been paid sha.ll enjoy the privileges of 
membership of the central society during the ensuing 
year. 





. 
L 

10~ s ~ -l~~~~~ 
"" "' • J J-- , ' That this m;eting requeats the Ex~outive to withdraw the 
. ~ ~ Fabian Society from a.ffilia.tton w1th the. La.bor Pa.rtr,. so 

that, in conformity with previous deolarat1one, the polit1cal 

energies of the Society may be devoted to the upbuilding of 
a definite and avowed Socialist Party. 

It also urges the Executive to lend its a.id in forming Sooia.llst 
Representation Committees wherever pra.otica.ble, a.s a first 
step towards the realization of a. Socialist Party. 

- - -
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Amendment by BEHN\RD SHAW. To substitute:-

That this meeting, whilst approving the afliliation of the Fabian 
Society to the Labor Party; congratulating the Party on 
the accession of hall a million members to its ranks dur-
ing the year just ended; and recalling with undiminished 
satisfaction the active part taken by the Society iu the 
formation of the Party, is of opinion that the time has 
come for the Party to give immediate consideration to 
the following propositions, namely: 

l. That parliamentary parties in England no longer depend for 
support on the strength of their names or of tbe class 
from which their members are drawn, but stand or fall 
by their programs. 

2. That a party without a program may influence legislaLion in 
the Ilouse of ommons but can do nothing to influence 
public opinion iu the country. 

3. That a Labor Party, in order to justify its detachment from 
the two Capitalist parties, and its calls upon tbe funds 
of the Trade Unions, must put forward a Labor program 
which not only d1ffers from the programs of the Capitalist 
parties, but consists mainly of measures which cannot 
conceivably be ad <led to those programs. 

4. That until th6se conditions are recognized and complied 
with by the Labor Party, it will be increasingly diflicult 
for the Fab1an and other definitely SoCialist societies to 
secure the unanimous support of their recruits for con-
tinued afliliation with the Labor Party, and to combat 
that tendency to break away and form new sections 
which has impaired the solidarity of the Labor move-
ment in Prance, ond may easi ly do so in this country if 
the views of the Labor Party in parliament remain in-
clistinguishable from those of the left wing of the Capit-
alist parties. 

\1 





) <{ . 

That in better witness of our common humanity, simple ! 
courtesy titles be aooorded by the Society io men and 
women generally, and not e.lone e.s ht~.s up to the present 
been the case, to women and some men. 

That this meeting o.f the Fabian Society reco=ends the 
Ex~c.uttve Com~tttee to give special attention to tbo 
poht1co.l ~nd .soota.l.cba.ng~s at present taking place in the 
countr,r ~1stncts, w1th a. v1ew of utilizing the opportunities 
now a.risrng for the spread of Socio.lism in the villages. 
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Hue der Partei. 
~ie llllitgliebtr~trfnmuthiiiQ ~rr l}nbinu eudtt~. 

2oubou, 10. 3nnunr. (G:ig. <acr.) 
~ic l!lcrjmnmiung ber !Dlitglicbcr bee O:nbimt Gocicll) am 

8. b. IDI. lt!ar anfjlrcictj liefud)t. ~cno[ic 6. <ll . .\:1 o li i on fVtncl) 
file bie !Jlefolutiou, in bee bic !faliian 6ocict~ aufoeforbcrt tvurbc, 
au9 bcr l'lrlieitervnrtei au~autrcten, um_,einc cutidJicbcnc nnb an~· 
gefprod1me foaiali[tifd}c lllnrtci griinben au liinncn. G:r mcinte, bie 
CJe[te auf6numbe l!!rlieit fur ben 6oaialiBmua in <!Jroiloritamticn ici 

' bie de t ft ii run o b c t l!! t li cite q.> art e i, bic bent !!lnflillu 
einer foaialiflifcf)cn !jlnrtci im !1llegc ftcfjc. fjl cafe, bcr 15elrctiic bet 
l)'nbicr' jpraclj oegcn bie !Jlcfolutiott. G:r ber!a~ bic G:rlliiruno 
s, 11 u t • J o in bet leoten 6i!Jmtg bcil ~ntcmationnicn l!lurcau; 

I betreficno Ne 21r6eitcrpatlei unb auie~ auf bie pnrlammtari~c 
Ziitiglcit bet 2/rlicitcrpartci fjin, bic int ~eijte be~ 6oaiali~mll* 
ncl)altcn iei. 6li a tu fpradj clieuinl!~ gegen bie 9lciolution. 1\'L 
[fcf)C 31DOt bet l!!rlieitcrpartei fritifdj gcgcniilict IIUb berlange bOil 
ifjt cin ffifjnere3 l!lorncfjcu, nlicr cine fcl6[tiinbige ~lrlidtcrpnrtci 
mii[ic friilicr ober iviitcr 0um GoainH~mnB gelnngcn. IDinn biirfc 
nidjt an !1llorte glnulicn, fonbem an :itatm. ~t fd)lug fobaun fol• 
genbeG 21tttenbentent bot: 

.. ~nbettt bicfc !llcrinntmlung ben ~lnfc!Jluil ber B'nliinn 6ociet~ 
an bit 2frlieitcrpnrtci liinigt ttllb IcUierc iillttt I!Jcilrift bOil Cittc~ 
~,li!Jen IDliOion lllcrgleutc !Jegliic!IViiujrl)t, if! jic ~er ein[id)t, bail bie 
Brit gelonuncn fei, folgcnbc G:rtuiinungcn 0u limd)tcn; 

1. !j!arlamentnriidJe ~nrtcicn in C!noianb fiinmn nut bann nuj 
ltnter[liiUnng rcd)ncn, tuctttt fie cin fejtcB !llrogrmmn ~ali,p. 

2. l!iue !llnrtci of)ttc ljlrogranmt !ann tuol)l cincn G:injJuj; nuf ~i c 
Weie!Jgc6ung im !j!nrlnmcnt auBii6eu, n5cr fnnn nicfJg tun, um bic 
Dlfentlid)c Wleinung au 6eeinfluficu. 

• • :l. Ci'iue 'llr6eitefpartei fnuu nnr baun ifjrcu ~luiprudj auf !lit• 
aofjiiugiglcit bOil bcu fieibcu fapifaiiffijrljen !jlnrtcicu ficoriinbcu ttttb , 
auf bie finntlJielle ltutcrjttivuno butdJ bic (iJctucrlic!Jnftcn 'llnfpntri), 
marljw, tuctttt fie ciu l!!rlicitcrpronrantttt aufitcllt, ba; jinJ uidjt t:llt 
Uou bem ber fapitalijtifrljcu !jlnrteicn untcr[d)(ibet, fou~cm bou biejca 
oar uidjt augcnotnntcu tucrbcu !nun. 

4. 6olaugc biejc lllcbiltguugen ttid'jt crjiillt jiub, tuirb c~ fur Ne 
ffaliian 6ocielt) unb bie an~emt ioaialijtijrijen !Jrnnuijatiouen innnct 
[djtuierioer lucrben, ifjrc !lllitglicber ottt llnterjtii!,umg bet ~r6citc~' 
partci an0nfjnltcu, tuoburdj bic Golibnritat bet liritiidten \l!rlieitet' 
6etocgung elienfo gcfd)tuiid)t lllUrbe luic bie bet frnu0(;ji[d)cn. (£.; 
fiinnte bic~ nudj in C!nglanb paffierctt, lllcmt bic \l!rlicitctfrnltion firlJ 
in nicljta bou bcttt linfcn 1J'Iiig!l bet r,tpitalijti[djcu 'll•uteicn uutcr· 
fd)cibct:' 

\Dic[cB ~lmcnbcutcnt tuurbc tttit ttngcf<ifjr 500 ococu 62 6timme~ 
nugeuommcu unb ~obfon~ !Jlcjolution aogelc~nt. 

gu \Dclcgicrfctt fiir ben .nouore!; bet \flr[)citctpnrtei l~mbtll 
6lj a tu, G an b c r ~ unb fjl ea f c get~iiqlt. 
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Mr .. Joseph Fe I< and :l!r. Wedg"ood M p I 
op.on.ed_ a :Fabiun ... ~ocif't~.- debate i~ 'th~ 
\Iemonal Hall, Fanmgdon-~treet last 
... ght, on the taxation of land valuo~. The ~~~ ~ abmn Ltbt>ral M_.P. urg-ed thtt.t the tax 
would eau"" an lmmet.hate ri..,~ in all 
b~anche3 of h1.de tht:oughout the country 
~-i~~~ti~~- the intervention of any new orga-

Mr. Sidn~y ~-ebb nnd Mr. Chiozza Mone'f' 
:\I_.P .• rt>pht>d on the op!)oo;ite ~idE'. Mi- ' 
\\ ~bb urgpd tho~ only b.r the O'f'Prthrow 0 { 
P~tva_tE" owner ... }up and the efficient orgu-
msotlon o£ all tbf' forces of di-,tributioo 
i;oul\d &u<:h a rP.,ult !1~ thut promi~E'd bv 

r. :\'"t>d~twood. bt>_reah;,e<t. Tl1e- di,cu .... -.i 0 it 
~bat toll,owe-d mdJ(·uted a l£'aning among a 
ew ~ab1an ... to thP nPw propo .. als, and the I 
eettwo a-.k~d r_lPnJly rt~~n-..al~d tht>~ kE'PU ' 

t that '' bPtng takea in the sobjoct. ! 
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rtule a. Present Rule, lines 5. and 6 : u Two Scrutineer,~ 
sha.ll be appointed by the Soc1ety .. . to count the votes 

Amendment : To delete the word "Two" (in order to e.llow 
the larger number now required). 

Rule 18. Present Rule: 11 The Executive. <?ommittee may 
at any time refe: any question to t~,e deciSIOn of the whole 
Society, the votmg to be by letter; . 

"Any mover of a resolution whtch, at a meetmg of the 
Society, has been supported by not le•~ than fifty ~em­
bers, may claim a pcll of the whole Soo1ety, the vot1ng to 
be by letter." 

.Amendment: Line4,delete 1' fifty''and i~sert ''one hun~r~d ." 
Add at end : "If a.u amendment is earned, and the ongtnal 

resolution is therefore not put, the mover th~reof shall 
have the right to demand before the next busmess that 
the chairman take a count of the members who aupport 
the resolution, and if this number is not less th&n _on~ 
hundred, the mover may claim a referendum as aforesa1d. 
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u That this meeting recommends the Executive Committee 
to assist and support the Land Club Lea.gue, o.nd in o.ny 
other way to promote the interests of rural la.bor, by 
means of small holdings o.nd better housing, and so 
to prepare the way for the spread of Socialism in the 
vill~ges.'' 

I'Tha.t it be an in~truotio~ to the Executive Comn~.ittee ~o ' 
\ consider and report what changes, if e.n.y, a.:e, m the1r 

opinion, in the interest~ of progress, ~eqmred m the pre- 1 
sent practice of the Soo1ety of accordr~1g forms of addre,~s, 
or titles, to some men and women while not to others. . 
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That the simple forms ot adaress-lYl!ss, 1\JrS. , ana 

Mr.-be accorded by the Society to women and 
men respectively. 
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The Fabian Society. 
---o----

PROPOSED AMEN DME ~TS to the Constitution 
in relation to Local Societies, submitted by 
the Executive Committee; witl1 Report on 
the reasons for their adoption. 

THE resolution of the members' meeting of January 8th, 1909, 
and the enquiries set on foot by the committee may be taken to 
indicate the existence of a Zeeling that it would be desirable to bring 
the local Fabian Societies in other towns into closer and more 
constant touch with the London members ; to secure to their 
members more adequate representation; and especially to provide 
more systematically than at pre ent for the Interchange of opinions 
and discussiOn of Fabian methods. 

We think that experience has shown that the existing organi-
zation has both advantages and drawbacks. At presen t, the local 
societies accepting the n~tme and basis of the F ll.b ian Society are 
wholl y autonomous. As local organizations they cont ribute nothing 
to the funds of the Fabin.n Society of London ; nor do they bear any 
share of what may be called the national expenses of the movemen t , 
such as the work of the central office, the printing of tracts, the 
issue of FABIAN NEWS, and the organi?.ation of lectur1ng and other 
propaganda. None of their members need necessari ly be members 
of the parent Society, though they are encouraged to join; and 
those who wish to join are admitted to full membership at the low 
minimum subscription of half-a-crown a year, which very inade-
quately represents the average expenditure per head of membership. 
t:;uch national conferences as have been held have been arranged 
and the collective expense met by the London Society . But what-
ever may be the advantages of this loose connection, which allows 
the local society complete freedom of action and control of all 1ts 
funds, it has the uisadvantage that the members of the local societies 
come very little into contact with the natiOnal movement, have few 
opportunities of expressing effectively their views on matters of 
conunon concern, and seldom hn.ve opportunities of meeting the 
u1embers of the FabiJ.n Societies outs1de their own towns . The 
London members and the Execut1ve Committee of the parent 
Soc1ety thus lose the stimulus and advantage of meeting the members 
of the local soc1eties. 

Among var;ous proposals to which the desire for closer association 
has led is one for the setting up of a national organization with a 
single membership, of which such Fabian Societies as agreed to come 
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in would become parts, with branch subscriptions for local expenses 
which would be under local control, to.,ether with a capitation fee to 
a national fund under the control of a 

0
conference of representatives 

empowered to legislate on matters of national concern . To this 
plan some members have expressed the objection that the creation 
of a national conference with legislative powers could hardly fail, 
even if those powers were li mited to so-called national questiOns, to 
diminish the complete autonomy now possessed by the local societies; 
that the local societies would become, in effect, branches; and that 
there would be no compensating gain in an annual conference of 
representatives. ~'[oreover, as the expenditure not specially con-
nected with any one locality now exceeds, however calculated, 
£1,000 per annum, and amounts, as some say, to much more, the 
affiliation fee that would be required to meet this expenditure if 
assessed equally on the whole membership of about 3,000, would 
involve a heavy drain on the funds at present available for expendi -
ture by the local societies. Indeed, proposals ha-'e been under con-
sideration for raising the present minnuum subscription. 

It has, th~refore, beeu suggested that while the constitution of 
the several societies should remain as at present, the arrangements 
for the national conference should be definitely settled and made 
more effective. The main purpose of the conference should be to 
exchange ideas, discuss methods of action with the object of learning 
from each other's experience, and generally to enable the several 
societies to stimulate each other's activities and to realize t hat 
they are an integral and effective part of a national organization. 
At the same time the conference might assume an authoritative 
position, and be entitled deBnitely to be consu lted before any action 
were taken by any society in the nature of affiliation or forma l 
alliance with any political or other organization, or the termination 
of any sucb affiliation or formal alliance. Moreover, it is suggested 
that there would be great advantage in the local secretaries being 
put in a position to supply every one of their members, as a matter 
of course, with FABIAN NEws monthly and witb all tracts as issued. 
In order to meet the cost of this, and of the correspondence con-
ducted by the Central Office, it is suggested that a capitation fee of 
one shilling per member a year should be pn.id by each local 
society on its members who are not members of the parent Society. 
In order to equalize the cost to societies in all parts of the kingdom, 
the travellmg and other expenses of rep resentatives attend ing the 
conference _should, it is suggested, be paid by the Treasurer of tbe 
parent SoCiety, and covered by an equal conference fee for each 
representative, to be paid by the society sending bim or her. 

With a view to carry into effect the su~gestions tbat bare been 
made in such a way as to preserve the advantages of the present 
organi zation, whilst remedying its defects as far as pecuniary and 
other circumstances will permit, the following proposals were drafted 
and laid before tile conference of Fabian Societies and groups in 
.July last hy which, with some amendments, they were approved. 
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PROPOSED REGULATIONS FOR THE CONFERENCE OF 
THE FABIAN SOCIETIES AS ADOPTED BY THE 
CONFERENCE IN .JULY, 1909. 

I. 
With the object of stimu lating and promoting the work of the 

local societies and groups, and for conferring upon questions of 1 / 
common concern, the Executive Committee shall , at least once in V 
each year, convene a conference of duly elected representatives of 
groups and local Fabian Societies. 

II. 
The conference sball consist of (a) one representative of each 

group or local society having a membership as hereinafter defined of 
not more than fiLty, together with an additional representative for 
every fifty additional members or part thereof; (b) the members of 
the Executive Committee of the parent Society, togetber w1th (If not V 
members of the Executive Committee) the Treasurer, the Secretary, 
the Organizing Secretary, and the Trustees of the Parliamentary 
Fund. 

The membership for this purpose shall be reckoned as including 
(a) all the members of each group and such members of each local 
society as are also members of the parent Society, a.nd (b) memuers 
of the local Fabian Societies who are not members of the parent 
Society on whose behalf the local society has remitted to the 
Treasurer a capitation fee of one shilling. 

III. 
To every member of the conference residing more than twenty 

miles from the place of meeting t he Treasurer of the parent Society 
shall pay the amount of third class railway fare there and back, and 
(un less hospita li ty can be arranged) a sum of seven shillings and , / 
sixpence per night spent away from home for other expenses. A V 
conference fee, sufficient to cover tbe total of these and the other 
necessary ex penses of the conference (which ought, if possible, not 
to exceed one pound per representative) shall be payab le to the 
Treasure r of the parent Society by the group or society sending the 
representative. 

IV. 
There shall be laid before each conference for discussion and 

such resolutions as may be decided on by tbe members present: 
(a) A report by the Executive Committee upon the progress 

of the work of the seve ral societies and groups since 
the last conference. 

(b) Any suggestions sent in for consideration by the confer-
ence or prepared by the Executive Committee as to 
the work of the several societies and groups, such as: 
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(1) i\Iethods of propaganda. 
(2) Organization of lecturing. 
(3) Literature. 
(4) Education of members and investigations or 

study. 
(5) The political activities within tbe reach of each 

society. 
(G) Any other subject that may be deemed within 

the scope of the conference. 
(c) The arrangements for the conference itself. 

On any of the above matters (a), (b), (c), any resolutions arrived 
at by the confocence should take the form of recommendations to 
the Executive or to the several groups or local societies. 

If it should be deemed necessary at any time to take action on 
any of the following matters, such action shall not be taken by tbe 
parent Society or by any of tbe local societies untrl the proposal has 
been brought before the conference for drscussion and (if so decided) 
ordered for referendum : 

(d) 
(e) 

Any alteration in the Basis of tbe Fabian Society. 
Any union, affi li ation or formal alliance with any other 

society, or with any political party, whereby the 
freedom of ac tion of any society or group, or of the 
officers or members thereof, is in any way limi ted, or 
any termination of such a union, affiliation, or formal 
a lliance already entered into . 

(f) Any change in the constitution of the conference, or of 
these regulations, or in the amount of the capitation 
fee. 

On any of the above matters (d), (e), (f), tbe conference may pass 
resolutions, either m terms of recommendation or else mandatory . 
In the latter case they shall be binding on the Executive Committee, 
the groups and the local societies, unless the conference itself, t he 
Executive Committee, or local societies containing not less than 
one-tenth of the .............. entitled to be represented at the con-
ference, ask that a referendum of such members be taken. 

There shall be supplied free of charge to the Secretaries of local 
Fabian Societies (the cost being deemed to be covered by the capita-
tion fee) a sufficient number of copies of FABIAN NEWS, and of all 
tracts supplied gratuitously to members, to enable every member or 
associate on whose behalf a capitation fee has been paid to receive 
a copy ; and the local societies shall be bound to place such 
copies without delay in tbe hands of all their members, by post or 
otherwise. 
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That at any members' meeting after the adoption of 

the minutes, an opportunity shall be given for 
questions (of which one day 's notice in writing 
has been given) to be put to any Executiye officer 
on the work of his department; but the time 
occupied by such questtons shall not exceed 
twenty minutes. 
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That this m_eeting protests against the forced feeding 
?l the pnsone!s on the ground that artificial feed-
mg, when reststed by the person fed, is attended 

• by grave dangers to health. 
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Sir, 

Vop7 of Home O~fice Letter to the Secretary. 
----------------------Rome ftfice, Wh1 tehall. 

22nd. November, 190 

I ~ directed by the Sloretary of State to say that his attention ~ 
been drawn to a Resolution on the subject of forcible feeding which is sai4 
in the "Times• of the 19t' . • instant and other newspapers to have been paaaed 
•by a large majorit7 at a Meeting of members of the Pabian Society•, and 
which contains falsehood• and misrepresenationa of such a character t at he 
does not think it would be right to pass them over in silence. Re haa not 
received a oopy of the Resolution from yourself or from any of~ioial of the 
Fabian Society, and he trusts that the association of the Resolution with 
the nmne of the Fabian Society is unauthori8ed. 

!he •esolutioa in the first place contains a statenent to the effect 
that the reason why Lady Constnnce Lytton was relea~ed from Prison was that 
forcible feeding ia •an outrage too disgusting to be offered to a wanan of 
rank". • t In view of the repeated statement• which the Secretary of St te~ 
made in Parliament, he can only regard the statement that Lady Const nee 
Lytton's release had anything to do with ar rank or social position as a 
wilful and deliberate misrepresentation. She was released solely becauae 
she was suffering from serious heart disease, and because violent resiat-
ance on her part to the medical treatment approp~iate to her case would 
have involved some riak to her life. It was on thia ground, and thia 
ground alone, that she and three other lr~ ~ who ere confined at 
the •~e time in Newcastle Prison, were released from custody. 

The statement that forcible feediqg is a •disguatiDg outrage" is a 
fUrther misrepresentation, though possibly one proceeding merely from 
ignorance. Forcible feeding by tube is a regular form of medical treat-
ment which is constantly applied in appropriate cases in hospitals, asylums 
and prisons: and t he fact that in most cas ea it has t be applied to persona 
wh• are insane or of weak mind does not affect its charaotero In no sease 
can the process be described as torture or an tutrage. The brief disc~ort 
it involves is nothing compared to the self-inflicted torture of atarvatian 

The Resolution concludes by calling on the Government to give th • 
suffragists "the benefit of any distinctions that may be in use between 
~~e~niio~a~~es of prisonerso" Here again there is a grave misrepresenta-

P e not expressly stated. It is absolutely untrue to sa th 
~~~w:~~f~~~:sts btave not received the full benefit of the distinotio~s m:~e 

enen classes of prisoners At first tb mitted by the Magistrates to the First.Di i i ey were generally com-
was made in no less than 132 caes - and v s on - an order to that effect 
privileges of the Pirst Division that thit~a~ ~nl{ when they abused the 
•elled to commit them to the Second e g s ra es felt themselvea cam-
strict, but where they have still thDiv~sion where the discipline is more 
ordinary criminals In r c t e a vantage of not associating With 
p•operty or acts ~volvingeden cases where acts of grave violene to,.. 
ere have in a few instance• ~~~rs !~tl~fedb~ve been perp••rated, the priaon-
Division, or to imprisonment with ha ~ ~e o imprisonment 1n the Third 
when their offences had degenerated ~t abour9 but this has only been done 
in the case of male prisoners would hav~ ~ere acts of hooliganism, which 

een even more severely punished I am, • 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed} Edward Troup. 



THE Hm18 RECRETARY AND 
FORCIBLE FEEDiNG. 

TO TITB EDITOR OF TITE TIMF'I. 
C:i•·, -Thf"' Fn.l.irn ~oC'iotv rroay rongratnln.te 

if •' :f nn thl' C:.lJC'('I :'i \\ jt h ~W'I'..i•·!~ it hnR rlrHWn 
thf" )fOllJO rfl'rt'hry 011 tho ahO\'e c:.abj('('t.,. 
'rlt,.. ll"'ttf'r (l{ 'lr. Troup impliE"S sorne rl0uht ns 
to wh<"thr>r thn rMolution fiO pa.thctirnlly rom· 
rl.", jn('ll1 nf v:I\R tlf'tll!ll1V pn:~<;crl by SO f<"~pon :--,ih Je 
e }vvl_..,... •'R nnn nf thosr, who wArf' pr0f'.,..nt Fln'l 
y o!n 1 fnr it T ran :Ht~nrn i\fr. C1lnrlstc•nf"l thrtt it i~ 
cm1:---· {.(')() t!'llf', lt "T.R rP"rinrl hy r~ ln rP:'"' m.o.io-
ritv : ml"l jt- , ... -e:-i vntf)(l for h~· pcn"SonH of (•(ln-
fli ·tinCT npininn;~ on th('l JZTOllnd that it. was so 
f\"·rwt l•r prf•tt"'ni n in O\ MY phrc.~o t.hn.t. it he~"n.me 
a hVlttC'r of comwi0nc·o riot to voto in t.ho nng? .. -
tiv'"'. 

kinU f(.flt.W1.cd to l•y F.•JITrn:.:LI"· Th .. ir n·::.b.bn('e 
to th" pmt'l"S.~ is l'ffrrrrl in a ~piri!. d di~n·~o:erd for 
Stlf-·.nH-tr<' <H1t l mnint~hl•tl with a s{Jf•U::th flf d•·-
t,.t-rJin;.~i 1n tha•~ • m .l•! c>~·lv • '\. ,'t if I -. k tl 1"· C\(>ml" 
fllltt·i"iti<3 idl':-tl. ~u•·h rc~i~t·m v·· ''' v he. l'alkd 
h~~t>tr·ri:t, m ... ni·•. or fa.n;lf i is1a, hut i.t ),,101 tn l•c 
fn ul n~ tm C'f.::..:-ntial part t.•f the J~ur.~,...r strikr n( 
tht- s·t~r:•r,: i -;ts. 

Tt, R""'mq. lv,,...,.,..Yf'!f, tn h!'\Y<' hr(>n mi~nnd("•·-

'l'h•· h:.'-iS t•f th(' puniti\o·f' ~;·!'tr·m hy irrnrist•t•mt·nt 
UI.AY ht"' s.,j([ to NSt t'n fnur l'ni!ttco-J•lt•l c ti m C•l 
tlH' pnlJJi,, cl··tl'rrf'n('y tn t•th<·r t ri!l•in 1ls, Jmuid~m('nt I 
of tlw nfTPntlt r, r•·fc,r:n 11f t \"' ,,rrrnd• r. 'l'hl" Oovt nl-
m('nt. in i1 ~ mt,SL Bf\nguinl' n.(llltt·nta t·an srart Ply 
hOp(' to .. r~·f~rnt tJ'.(• r,u~:ng i..;t. t},r(lll~h imprisPn-1 
nwnt ; Jt 1 l'! s.tfc to tnt• pu:1hr to t'(•ll·as."' lwr un-~ 
t·•rli::H'd inn fpw \\f'\·ks ornH,t,tl~ •. it i!i (•quall;.· &» ft• 
to tl r1 ~o nfb·r ;L ff'w (hys. \Y itll rr'£'<'rrl tn d tt·ITt·n • 
ltnd puni~hmcnt. a. hunf{<'r l'itl·ik .. , tt,o•··-h ,g 1Hn•pt•3 u, 
is lh·s t·ih~d hy th•· llonw s,·. telarv UmsfH n.s "tt,r-
tuf'i'"; it i'i Ht<·r"f•,r,. fully 1''-m.it.:"C"t~ 1\lH.I. tlu·rt·hy 
s.aft'R'llnTd•·<l fron imit:l.tit•n l,y Ntlir:ary tritnin~tht 
undl·rg"•Jing siillilo.r ccr.t<'D. \ s. 

s1 cor1 h,• tb" llor,..n ()flkfl. :\t.r. (~IA.flf'tone i!-\ 
r~PI :l.l'f'l.,th• Hr..,-'f'w thn imp':'C':S:..:ion tho.t thn mf'm-
h~ or t~lO Ff1l·ir+n :-.;nrjpt,· d('>;.~ire<1 to rf'pTO:lC'h 
hlm for nnt. fnrrih1v fN'<ling Lar\v COJ):-tt.qncf' 
J.v~ton. On th" rnT"'tr:'t,.V, thov r~gA.:ded it. ~F; 
quit.n n. rNl""min~ frnt.w·{\ in~ hh rampaiv.n ; 
fl,nd 1_llf' "'f'l nlntinn C'~prP~'"'lv urC'Pd him to tnk(\ 
th" ~~lr~1" r1"'rf'•1t nT•rl R"'1!'ibln ·vil"w of n11 othf'r 
~~qf'q, Arul ihnnfTh ?1-Ir. Glnrlc;ton", t.hron;:h 
]fr~ Tronn. ,,·onkl Rflf\m to pr0tfflt thA,t he fp.els 
no rf'~)n"!'nrq~rA to the forcible feedin~ of a 
wnmnn of Lflr1v C-onRhlnC'o's rank. A.nd. in fnct. 
f'"':->trr'r~ uCJ th"t nothing hnt the str0ntTP~t 
mfvlir.Pl rf''l"'Ort~trnnrpc; rr~trainad hi"Yl. I prefflr 
to t!,in'-: thn.t. tho rir.ht hon. gAntlerr.a.n i~ doinp: 
hi!'P~"lf POmP ininsf.if'A in thE" mR.tter, or t'18A thAt 
hA }lP~ h·•"n miq1Prl hv thf\ statf'r"'nf'nts whirll he 

Y()Ur.l, &t· .• 
CO:\S'l'_\;>CE LYTTO~. 

THE ~.fCRDER OF 1\IR 

Ct,nwlius Uoward, U' 
in \:U~tnrlv at Dukinfl 
1\Ir. 0. JI." StotTS e' 

h•• r.,-~ivl"'<l nnd reppat~d o• to th~ extr~mely 
{'n >oy£\hlo nl\t nrn nf a mP'\1 e.rlmini!=\tered by the 
m~th~• proctL•cd on 1\Irs. Leigh and other 
p·+..;nnN"R. 

Tt m~v ho that. l\1r. ()la<:l•ton<> L• rij!ilt on this 
point. I will. thereforE". nnr!f'L"tR ko to prorure 
tho cn-on~rntinn of thfl Fabian ~ociety in pro-
virH,.,p; for Mr. 01Arl•tone " lmnquet which 
Sfurl~nf\nRln~ wonlri. have Tt'\f!arded e..~ an ex-
<"f'ptionP..l tr~"Ett.. Tho rn.rAst. wines and delica.cioo 
eh>:ll be n,·ovirle.rl ah•nlntely ro~ardles• of 
t''-"nonRf'l. Thf\ only c0ndiHon we Rhe.ll make is 
thnt Mr. Horbe;t Glruhtone shall partl\ke 
thr<>nl.!h the noRe: and that a cinematographic 
m.-.cHne shl\11 be at wnrk all the time rf'l!ister-
j,.,~ for the p1tblic satisfaction the wsterin~s of 
hi.< mouth. the smnckinp:s of his !ins, and the 
o1 hnr unmi.,takn.h1e symptoms of luxurious 
d~lip:ht with which he "will finally convince us 
all of the truth of hiA repeated a.'ISurances to us 
thnt the forrihly-fE'd Suff••.ci•t is enjoying an 
inrlnh:onee rather than snff<'ring mart VTdom. 

I mn•t not conclude this letter without an 
exprf'!"sion of mv sincfllrA concern for the unex-
P"Ct rrl revell\tion of the danger<> us state of 
Laclv C'onstance Lytton's health. It only shows 
how little we can trust to appoarances. But 
yootflrday we re2a.rded Lady Consta.noe as one 
of the most enerp:etic members of a family noted 

l;('r 1, was bl'C" 
YNJtndo.y 
<tuy. 

The 
C'OJ' 

t• 

for its ~eniu•. it• public spirit, its p;ood looks, 
anrl it• em.;,.bl~ henlth and lonp;evity. To-day---------------------~ 
Wt'l ]PA.rn t hnt. all t hi~ was a mere mask for the 



m .. ':il· lt-'t'IHt; pUl~llll[:i Ol a Stlal flrect heart WhlCh 
CRnnot bo much lonJZer expooted to o'er inform 
the tPn~ment of clay. -

But I will hBITow Mr. ·aladstene's feelings 
no moro. Afrira stretches out hor arms to him ; 
and w~ shou.ld all bo son:y to see his partinf! 
from hiS nahve land embittered by reflections 
on the condition of the noble lady whose 
h~lt h he has so sympathetically spared. Let 
h1m•j:!o m peaoo t<> the land of the Con!(o : his 
t"lPnt for taking a pleasant view of extremely 
un':'lon.oo.nt facts will find opportunities there 
which even tho SuffrR~ists cannot provide in our I 
more fastidious civilizatior. 

Yours truly, 
.0. BERNARD SHAW. 

10, Adclphi-tcrracc, W .o., Nov. 23. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 
Rir,-The letter published In your columns of No· 

\"rmbcr 23 addreseed by the Home Secretary to the 
Fabian Society contafiU!I allusions to myself which 
I lilhould be glad to answer. 

The Home Secretary regards " the statement that 
Lndy Constance Lytton'a release had anything to do 
with her rank or social pORition B.S a wilful and de· 
lihernte mi~representa.tion." But for my personal 
e:rpN"icnce in the matter I should not have believed 
pn&ihle the preferential treatment meted out to Mrs. 
l1rn.ilsford and myself as compared to our fellow-
d('monstrators. I do not suppose that either the 

1oagist.rates or Home Office offlcie.la put the matter 
b<'fOI'e their own consciences in these words:-
" 8ocia1Jy WE'll-known prisoners to be treated 
en.i(·ntly; others otherwise." But facts invite the 
n<>vita1Jle oonclusJon that both our offences and 
onclitione of release were judg£'d in a. quite different 

spirit from that broug~1t to bear on other suffrage 
prison~rs. and since <ln that occasion ours were the 
gra vffit offences. we could but assume that our social 
P<'Sitinn had influenced the authorities. The facta 
arf' tht>.se. Four of our compan.iQna had been trit'd 
on f;a.turdo.y, Octo her 9, and scntRneed for window 
hrrnkinl't to varying te-rms of imprisonment in the 
third division with hard labour. I had thrown a 
tnne ln a. crowded public place at the rnoto~car 
Web ho.d conveyed ?tfr. IJoyd-Oeorge to his DlE"ct.-

ng. \V ben arrested for thia act on Saturday, Octo-
~r 9, my name was tmknown, and the charges 

brought aga.l.not me wero-(l)p.sault on Sir Wa.lter 
Runcim&.n (who woa In the car) 1 ( 2) willul d&mage 
o the car va.luo U 1 (3) dlsorderly behaviour In a. 
ubllc place. On the following Monday when charged 

Court I was , of co1ll'Se, by that time identified 1 
was Judged Innocent ol all but the last charge, 

!though con!eMedly guilty of the second charge as 
ell. On the third charge I was eentcnced to a. month 
the second divteion with the option of being bound 

ver--the same sentence as I had received in Febru-
for refUBing to be turned ba<:k by the police aa one 

I a deputation to the Prime Minister . On that 
CCI18ion I had done no violence whatever. Mrs. 
rallalord bad u.oed a hatchet to try and break down 

wooden barricade. This was her first offence ; 
he received the some sentence a.s myselt. Our 
ctions with eome ebow of reason might hAve b~en 
terprcted as endangering the public. Our five com-

anious, 'VIho ~ed -wtdt~ thr 
nly at thA windows of empt.y Government buildings 
~·hen no crnwd ~·ns near. Seve-ral of them were firet 
ITcnd(·re, qne bnd not even broken the glass with 
f·r t~tonf', and this wA..~ admitted by the prosecution. 
}H'"Y were all cbarg('(l with wilful <lamage, values 
nrying from l6s. io £::1 17s. 6d., and ef'ntenced to the 
bird divisjon with hArd labour, and without the 
lt~?mative of h{'ing bound over, s~ntencea varying 
·om 1 i days to one month ; so much for the im-
arli . .Jily of the policd court. 

•\s for tUP ordPrs tor reh•aso whirh conr('rn the 
oute Offh'e more ('Spf'ciallr, 1\lr.. Brailsford t~nd 

, 1\ftPr undergoing the hung('r strike for t"""o and a. 
11lf days, 'verc told by the do<..-tors tho.t they hed 
r<lrM to rrleasc \1.! " on meiti,.al grounds." It is 
rur I lli'IVC' a c}\ronk hPart W<'ekne6S, opiojnns diftpr 
s to the dPgree of its Bf'riousncss ; it had not de-
<"lC"'ped into any symptoms such es fcJ.ntjng or 
omiting l\8 has hE"Pn tl!e case with other suffrag(' 
dsoncrs lwforc tht'y Wl"re r('lf'a.scd. Mrs. Bro..ilsrord 

s frt•e of hf'Art dis,.asP, aud sbe has sholl.'"ll no tem-
orLn-y symptorus of a. serious nature. I fully admit, 
0'\'rev,•r, that a. hunger strike, even of two and a 
aH day'S, id no light matter, and that feeding by 
oru• wvuld hn.ve ('ntailcd risks of various kind!'!, 
mt...ng~t others " some risk to lite." But how 
ou thiR admission on the part of the Borne Secre~ 
ary roinddj' with his assertion tlLat " fordhle IPeding 
y tube., inyolv<'s only "Lrief dis,.ornfort " ? The 
Nistn.nc·c and its result, which was feared for Mrs. 
ra.ilsford and me, hi;Lve to be taken into a<:count 

the case of ev(_·ry other protester who hunger-
trikes in tne sntlra~(" cause. 

Our <'Ompanions w('re kept in prison-two of them 
<lr nnoth<'r 24 hour.:;, the rest for the whole term 
f thdr st:ntences, during which time they were 
<d by for,·€". 

'F'cC'ding " by forrr " is unlmown in hoRpitalR, 
·h<'f(' £ood is AchniniSt('r('d arlifl• inJly, but n.1Wil.)"S 

it h tiH' C'Onsc·ut of the patknts nnd solely for thrir 
nod. P<ltiPnts are tr<'a.ted d,.li]y hy clodors, surgron.~, 

tl·n1 ists, nnd .nui'BrS in 11. wa;.· whi h would C'ertainly 
onetit.utc "tnrturc and outrage" if done without 
onscnt of the pn.U,.nt. Nor C'nn the feeding by I 

for1·~ of lunatics or dPmentcd t·riminals be com~ 
pnrC'd tn su• h a pron·ss when infUdC'd on womt'n 
whn art' ftKl!Onll: ft)r tiLe frcf'dom (I( oth<"r wCimE'n 
auU whose " crimes " and " viukncc " ure of the 



't. lt. le lh,.. J11H ee it.. w~ ren.d '-" 
J t.heretorn pruume UUL f Lo ts the other day, a.nd 
thl.rd tlme in the House o r< f Commons on 
as Jt \TIH be returned to tho B~me:r~esUy hope that 
their re-aasembhng; next w~<'k·. t f 'l.'Ue 
lt may not become law m Jts prcscn orm. 
important parts of Jt arc:- be administPred nn<t 

"t\nc:"' "' ":;\1\('f'l, 
• .._,Ll. 

' O· 

Scchon 2 ( l l AIJ.y oa.th ma.y r [the word " follow· 
bkt'nmthcfrrt.n aid ;ne~~n!'stohe omitted h4:'r(•]: 
inS~;,'' or 80ffi4:' CQUIVO. ;;: ' th shall hold the r\t'W 
ThC' pf'rson t.n.k.ing; ~ on h d and shall ss y ur 
Testaf"l!ft~r 1~h~u~ffi~.~if~~{~m~~tel'ing thte oath th,~ 
repca b .AlMtg;hty God tlm • • · 
J:Sf~e~ 1b;w[;~ w~rd..s of the oath prescribed by 

law. hall (unlesR the pe~on about t.o 
te~~ r.e.e ~~lt~~lunterily th·r.cts ~:~~l'(~~th)ra~ 
physic'llly luc:\pa.b~o tol( 6for~ ~~"d ~nner nfore-
min\stcr thl" nat.h. m le 

'r~~ "~~~10::0~~~-~;nthe NPW Tc>stnmcnt should be 
substituted for thC' lloly Oo~~cts, ;'l~~l~o.~r;l:~t t~! 
the present form o( oath requtrcs, u 

smAll one. tt . thAt the person takinlt the 
The important rna. er 18 r ,. the whole 

oath Is to .. MY or repe.n.t tt.ftcr the ?IDee . . . J 
formula of the oath. 1 do not thmk Uus provlStO: 

:we heen devised. or will hP appr~v~d, b~ an. 
~:~~!~practically fomi1inr with thf' adml~l...~;:hon ;~ 
juqt\ce where onths arr frequently o. wh·,., eon -
doubt some constnhlc>!'l and oth('r perso~ , -·n bA 
tinuolly take on.ths fnr one rrnsnn or r .. not l.rr. '"' et 

bt t " sny " wlut.t is r4:'quired "Rritb propriety AD 
~-it~,o~t unduP wnst.P of timf"; ~nt alt othf'r P:~~~: 
rf'qnir4:'d to swcnr in CO\~rt "R11l b.Av:n;hr: f'Atinq 
het ween rf'tHlin« (rom :\ prmt ed form t rl p bject 
nftcr thf' officer. InducinJOt nn unnccua omc ~~h the 
of the 1\.ina to r<'nd nloud, in puhlic, A _f~rm. '\\-1 eh 
lnnguage and style o( which he is u~fmruhar 1S & mud 

l)re difficult businMS t hn.n tnlght b~ suppose • 
:any l)CI'SODS rCf\d nloud with great difllcult~dan~ 
uncertAinty' some can rf'ad onJy :!:.: t:e U a. t~e 
spC"cto.cles, and oth rs co.n hnrdJy 1' a. a a' ro-
a.bltity to read aloud fluently and wtth PP 
prla.te f'mph.a.siA, especially when the occa· 
sion is in it~ nature trylng to the nen-M 
nnd temper, i!'l exceptional rather than not. Shoul~ 
this unfortunate provision bPoome law, I thln

1 thot. tr~.dn~ to make every one declai~ the who e 
oA.th will be so irritating and inoonveruent that the 
pt'nnlttcd altcl'IUI.tive of repe_ating after the offtcer 
will becom<" th~ genera.l practice. 

I wish I could make your ren<len, a.nd especially 
any of them who m&Y be mcmbers of Parliam~t, 
r<'o.liz.e the results which may rco.sonably be es.)M"cted 
from euch an innovation. 

\Vhcn a jury is ewom to try a. CMe or caeee of 
f<'lony each juryman bkPfll the oath eepRratf·)y. 
Practical exp~riment convi.nOf'fl me that the adminl .. 
etration of cnch oR.th occupiPR ei,:rbt or ninf" sec.ondll. 
If the oath~~ re-pea*"'<< by r..a® jurymAn aft.f>r thP oflloer 
it will edrlom t.a.k~ leM than 20, and eometlmee u 
mu~h u 25 S"'COnds--tor it is not rvf'ry one who 
~"n ev<'n re-peat correctly with any degne of eue. 
Th~ diRlottnc which will occur is worth setting down, 
in epite of ita length. 

O!fte<r--I owear by Almighty God-Juror--1 
owear by Almighty God-O!ftcer--that I will wrll 
and truly try-.Turor--tbAt I will woll and truly: 
try--Otllccr-end true deliverance make--Juror-
And tn1e de\i"t"('t'ancc mftke-OftlcPr-betwPen our 
Sovel"('ign Lord the King-Juror--bC"twern our 
Rovf>rt>hm Lord the K.ing-()ftloer-end the prisoners 
at the bor-Juror--&lld the prisoners at the bflr--
Officcr-whom I &ball have in chAt1le-Juror 
- whom I shall bo.ve in cbargc-Of8C4"r---an 
'-' true vr-rdict jltv~-Juror--ftlld &. true Vf"rdi 
give-Omcer--ecr..nt"dlng to the evidence-JW"O 
nl"cordin5( to the evidPf\('.(', 
Thl!! duplicat.ed formnla will be repf"atE"d 12 timN 

on<' &peakcr on uch nf'r~sion hnvinfl litfl£' or n 
prt'vious expt>rience of .. thC' ,:rords of the nAth pre 
ecribC'd by low." We ewf'Ar a jnry now-If it happC'n 
to contain no onr wl&bin~ to affirm-with a fai 
amount of decorum in I!!OroPthinfl' unrlt>r two minut~; 
under the proposed Act W(> tthall be fortunate if it 
ever takf'S less than five minutes. 
Wb~n jurif>8 are swom in C8.6f"ll of mil!demf'anoW'--

or At ni.ri pri1t,__the form of the oath ia at p1"e8ent 
df>livered onlv once by the ofllf'.(-1', f>ach set of tour 
jurymen h oJding l\ book, and k..isslng it Sf'pRnt,.ly 
at the cnoC")nAion of the formula.. J t!!ttpposc that 
under tl1P prt>sC"nt Bl1l the eet'ies of 12 duf>ts involTf"d 
in swcarinl't a jury to try f('loniP!! will be rt'plaOf'd 
by An or.th in cboru!l, and that it will be the dutJ 
of the oti\('.J"r to eee that £'ach of the 12 jurymra 
le ~enking the whole of the prf'lllcribrd form. 

The ~~;weAring of witnPMMt will be lHII di"mn1 thAn the 
ewearlng of jurot"S to try felonies and )eM lud l('mus than 
thP sweaTing or jurors to try mi!!dt'mc>a.nouT"'C or dvil 
actions, but the time occupiC'd will he incrf'lt.Sed in 
the same proportion, and a gna.t many more .witn<-&~ 
than jurymen have to be eworn. It tak:P.a about 
sevt>n seconds to eweaF a wftneN in a criminal cur, 
and not much lees than five seconds in clvU mattf'rs. 
I suppose that in an AMize Court there a!'E' seldom 
more than 60 witneeees sworn in a day, but I am In· 
forrn f'd that R.t pt'>tty ef'8Sion11 thf're are FOm4:'timM u 
rna.ny as 260 or 300 P<'t"Sons eworo at a sin£:>lc> ~lttincr. 

If lt now takes four seconds to ewe-at' t-R<"h of 
pPrsons, it eeems that, allowing for a PTea.t 
of them being pollcemf'n, it will probably 
•ight oecondo under the Oatba Bill. That 
thAt on euch occaalons 2,400 eeconda, which 
mlnuteo, will be occupied In administering 
Instead ol 20 mlnut.eo u at p.....,nt. It oeema to 
an es.cet!ll!rive proportion of the working day. 

It would ourely be far better to havo the 
repeated only by the oftlc£'r, and &Uow the 
BWf'arln~r to say," I BWf'At'." This he mfRht do 
while holding the book or with u uplllted " 
The combination ol the book and the upllltlng 
a Rr•tultono complication. Tbo Loglslature 
vlously oat.lsfted that oomrtblng OUI{ht to 
otltuted for klool~~~t tho book, but until 
devtecd lea cumbroua than what la 
I hope we oball he allowed to lfO on u we 

I am, Sir, your obedJent Hn"&nt, 
Liverpool, Nov. U. HBRBERT STEPHBN. 

NEW JUDGE8-4ND OLD ONES. 

Bench~--. y;~-Wu;'r~u;;:-- --~-
M. 3lUIR MACKENZIB. 

Middle Temph·,~N~o~v~-~2~~~-~~~~: con>.rnittM -~~~ 
CLANDl':STJNE MA.RRJAOF.s.-The 

the Frrroa.lc> Aid ~OC"ic>ty 
to th('; Home S~>cl•('ta.Ty, 
"Ra.vin5( r <'j:ti\Td to the. 
NLiity hv the l!l('('t'PCY that 
C"c>IPbratlon Ctf mnTrlaRr" "t 
mittr(' of the Frmalt" 
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PRISONS. 
PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF 

THEIR HORRORS. 

o! the f:abian Society ut the 
Friday nening, :\l adame \ 'era 
a large audience, with ~ l r. 

Maud~ in the chnir. Madame I• igner 
her pec< h in J:nglish, 11nd shc a'krd the 
to r rusr. hrr imperfect pronunciation, 

only studied the language unaided in 
the l·ortrr < of Schlu lburg. She \\ent 

hov., n'i <1uitc .a )OUnR girl, :;he 
tourhrd b) th< rxr"'·ding mi cr) o! the 
upon her l.athf'r·.., r· tt~tc·, :uul hu\\, 

tudied tnedi• inr in s, itt.nland "ith the 
to 
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That in the opinion of this meetinf{ the a.pp~ova.l 9f the Sooiet_y , 

should be obtained before the Executtve Committee tssues a. ma.m- 1 
festo on electoral policy other tba.n a.n a.ppea.l urging a.ll members to I 
do their utmost a.s speakers or workers on behalf of Socialist a.nd 
Labor Party candidates. 
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~MMA.C~~~. 
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To omit all words after the word •before• in line 2. 

and insert 

•any manifestof on Electoral poliOJ 1a publiahed 

•by the SooietJ, and this meeting endoraea the 

( 
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"' I. I 

•adTioe giTen to the member• by the BxeoutiTe ~. 

•committee before the last General Bleotion to 

•Tote tor Labour and Socialistt Candidate• and 

•against the House of Lorda.• ~· 
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Rule 6. Present rule (part): • 
Resolutions of which due notice ho.s been given shall be 

placed on the agenda of the first private meeting of 
the Soctety after such notice has been published 

Amend,..,t : To add : ' 
Provided that when any resolution has been discussed 

and voted ~n, ~d ~ithin twelve months of the date 
the~eof not1ce 18 gtven of a resolution on the same 
~UbJeot, t~e Executive Committee shall be authorized, 
tf they thmk fit, to defer placing the resolution on the 
agenda for any meeting until the expiration of the 
said twelve montha, 

Rule 9. Present rule: 
When a requisition, signed by not less than twenty-five 

members, is presented to the General Secretary, call-
ing for a private meeting to discuss any resolution, the 
Executive Committee shall order the resolution to be 
printed in FABtAN N&we, and sha.ll appoint for the 
meeting the earliest convenient date thereafter .. 
~ . ... - .L' line 1 : To delete the word c' twenty-five'' 

and msert 11 fi.fty." 

~~~~ ~ ~ ~~MJ!Jf-~ 
( ~) When a requisiti~n of urgency, signed by not less than 

fift>: members, ts _presented to the General Secret&ry, 
oa.ll.tog for ~ prtv&te meeting to discuss a specific 
nottce of. m?tton, be shall summon such a meeting for 
a date w>thm fourteen days from the receipt thereof 
and shall within seven days notify the same to ali 
membert, by oiroular or otherwise. 

~~· linel: To delete theword"fifty"and in-
sert 11 one hundred." 

Gf ew- "' '0./) ~-L. t ~+ . cr. ~o .:.4. r , et s . .-r. ~ r 
'*~f·~~J~ t ~ £&.MV" ,~ ~-s,s~~. ­

CUM.v._t,J.~~~· ~ ~ JS r /(1() /WM r-
tf ~ 

1 
V tp. .£, CV\M. oVv~ (: f;' ~ ~ 'WM ~ 1"' ?"')-,. if· 



That the Executive Committee be requested to consider 
a:nd report on the advisability of limiting by rule the 
hberty of members to Eupport, or stand as candidates 
of, politica.l parties or organizations other than La.bor 
or Socialist. 

c~ . ~ - ~ .~~ ttk...utft 1.. '+- (j ~{, ..L.,Jt..- -
~c- .,~~ 1 ~,.. e;_~ t.._. L I~ ... 

::,.(., Cl\-\; 1 ..;z "' • J.., ?.. • 

!bat, haY1ng regard to the inoreaain& 1njust.1oe 

ot the exoluaion of women fran tull politioal o1t1zensh1p, 

1n the opinion of this meeting it is the dutJ ot the 

Government to g1Ye urgenoy to a measure r.noY1ng the 

aex-d1sab1lity ot women 1n parliamentary eleot1ona. 
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~/ 1. That the Society expresses its warm apprec~ation of 
the work and devotion which has been. thrown m to the 
administration of the Summer School during the past 
four years, durmg which it has been of so much value to 
the Society ; and that it gratefully accepts the proffered 
transfer of the property to the Society. 

2. That the management of the Fabian Summer 
School be entrusted to a separate Summer School Com-
mittee, to be appointed in December of each year by the 
Executive Committee as follows : 

Four members chosen by the Executive Committee, 
not necessarily from among its own members. 

Two members nominated by the Executive Com-
mittee to represent the London members after 
considering names suggested by the Fabian 
Nursery and the various London and Subject 
Groups, as reported not later than November 30th 
by the secretaries thereof. 

Two members nominated by the Executive Com-
mittee to represent the various University and 
other Fabian Societies, after considering names 
suggested by such societies as reported not later 
than November 30th in each year by the secretaries 
thereof. 

The Secretary and Organizing Secretary as ex -officio 
members. 

The Summer School Committee so appointed may 
add to its number by eo-option not more than two 
other persons at any time during its year of office. 



3. That the Summer School Committee shall obtain 
the approval of the Executive Committee for (a) its annual 
estimate of expenditure; (b) any supplementary estimates 
that may become necessary; and (c) the person whom it 
is proposed to appoint as Director, together with the 
general scheme of lectures to be arranged; but shall, 
subject to these limitations, itself exercise the whole 
executive management of the School. 

4. That the invitation and admission of guests at any 
meeting of the School, the duration of their stay, the 
arrangements for lectures and other proceedings at the J 
School, the appointment of the necessary staff, and all 
housekeeping and other detaila of management shall be 
entrusted entirely to the discretion of the Summer School 
Committee. 

5. That separate accounts be kept for the School, 
which shall be presented by the Executive Committee to 
the annual meeting of the Society, together with a brief 
general report on its progress. Such accounts and 
report, and any matter of administration for which the 
Executive Committee is responsible, shall be open to 
question or discussion at the annual meeting, or by due 
notice at any other business meeting of the Society. 

6. That in the present year the Summer School Com-
mittee shall be appointed before Easter, 1911, and the 
names suggested from the Fabian Nursery, the Loudon 
Groups, and the various University and other Fabian 
Societies shall be sent in before March 31st, 1911. 

7. That resolutions 2 to 5 above be recorded as by-
laws for the Fabian Summer School. 

aa~~~ ~ ~~~ 
~~~~. 
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• . "That the 

present pry.ctice of the Society as to forms of 
address be discontinued and the conventional 
forms of address be used." - - -
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be _asked to _ co~sider whether any changes in 
pohcy, orgamzat10n, and method would tend to 
mcrease t~e social _fellowship of members, the 
pr?mulgat10n _ o_f Fabian teaching, and the quicker 
se1zure of poht10al opportunities." 
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CONSULTATIVE MEMBERS. 

Anymemberwho be.s served on the Executive for ten years 
and who has resigned his seat or completed a year of 
office without seeking re-election, may be appointed by 
the Executive Committee a Consultative Member there-
of for the current year. 

Consult~tive Members shall be entitled to ~ttend the 
meetings of the Executive Committee and to act as 
members thereof in all respects except by voting. 

That the Society is opposed to any dep~rture from the 
existing democratic method of government by e. directly 
elected and solely responsible Executive, free from any 
advisory members. 
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!hat thia et1nc ot the Pab1an Sooiet:r thank• 

the Go•ernment tor 1ts propoaal to grant a um 

ot ne7 tor the pre•1a1on ot aohool ol1n1o•. 

That it fUrther thank• the Go•er ent for 

the uoat1on (Sohool and Continuation Cla•• 

Attendance) Bill tntroduoed la1t aee ion and 

bopea that the non-oontentioua olauaee ra1•ing 

the age for partial exemption tro 12 to 13 

will be ~ed~tel;r realiaed. and all exemp-

tion• under the age ot 1~ aboliahed •• oon 
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That the following amendments to resolutions to be moved on 
behaJf of the Society at the next L&bor Party Annu~l Conference bo 
approved, viz. : 

NATIONAL INSURANCE BILL. 

On a resolution deprecating Labor Party action in supporting the 
Government on the Insurance Bill, to omit all words after "That' ' 
in the first line and insert: 

This Conference urges the Parliamentary Labor Party to continue 
to demand from Parliament the reduction of the contributions pay-
able under the Nationalinsuro.uce Bill by workers aud by employers 
with a view to their ultimate e:xtinotion. 

w~t 

~~ 
SUFFRAGE. 

Bcsolution.-That this Conference is of opinion that the enfran-
chisement of all adult men and women should be included in the 
next Electoro.l R•'• n Bill (and urges that the Party should loso no 
opportunity of pressing this upon the Government). 

A.nr.endment.-To omit o.ll words afte r "Bill" and insert, 11 a.nd 
deolares that no Bill can be acceptable to the Labor Party whioh 
does not ioolude women.'' 

b. 
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That in view of the statements in the letter of the Joint Com-
mittee of the Fabian Society and the N.A C. which appeared in the 
Labor Leader of Dec. 8th, 1911, this meeting regrets that the Fabian 
members of that Committee did not reveal to their oollea.guo of the 
I .L.P. the course of events that preceded the issue of the Manilesto 
of the Fabian Reform CommHtee. 

~a.~ v~~~ ~'l-
~~ ~-~~~~~~l1F 
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~ f2v. .,hav...,rrt,.. 

Tbe.t this meeting calls upon the Executtve vorumittee to Jny 
before it forthwith the Agenda of the Labor Party Conference to be 
held a.t Birmingham this month, in order that .the mseting ma.y give 
such instructions to the Society's delega.tes a.s 1• '"'&y deem fit. 
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That in view of the Prime Minister's pronouncement in re-
~ard to the proposed Reform Bill, this meeting of the Fabian 
Bomety declares that no measure will be acceptable which does 
not include both men and women, and urges the Government 
to .i~troduce a. genuine measure of Adult Suffrage, establishing 
poht1cal equahty between the sexes. It points out that as the 
majority of the male workers is already enfranchised, and as 
this. majority is also a. majority of our adult males, the intro-
ductiOn of manhood suffrage will make little change in anything 
except the machinery of elections and the number of names on the 
register; and can, therefore, be taken only as a formal and empba.tic 
denial of the suffrage to women in reply to their recent &gita.tion. 
Under these circumstances the meeting pledges itself to support the 
campaign throughout the country in favor of complete adult suffrage 

without distinction of sex, and to do its utmost~ discredit and 
protest against the form in which the forthcoming Government Bill 
has been forecast by ~the Prime :Minister. 

-v- . s , s~~ ~ "v\1\ ~~ ~ 
~~~~~~~~~ 
o(.~~ ~~ - ~ ~ ~~ 
~~"w~ ~a.tr~~ 
~~~~tr-~~~ 
cA.r \t4.. ~ ~~ (~., ~ . ~ ~ 

I \t.L a._d., . -· ~ ~ w a.oi.Pd 
~L~ ·-J"' -~· • . "Tbis meeting further declares that 

tbe suggestion put forward. by certain sections of the 
Liberal Press tbat Womau s Suffrage should be made 
the subject of a Referendum should be ~trongly ollposcd 
on the ground that Woman's Suffrage IS a question on 
which it is impossible to take a poll of the persons who 
ar~ mo_s~ vitally concerned therein." 
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That this n:ieeting approves of the appointment by the Executivti 
of & committee to consider the following proposals@ tb Ps1:1t!r!i-

JI,elgrm 0 mmitt, viz., that: 
1. At least tbre members' meetiDgs (mcludiog the annual meet-

ing) be held every session, one before Christmas, the annual meet-
ing, and one in July. The attention of members should be defi-
nitely called in the NEws preceding the members' meeting to the 
fact that members can and are invited to move resolutions and ask 
questions of chairmen of the standing committees at such meetings. 
Questions should be allowed to be asked without notice, but the 
Executive should have tho right to ask for delay in order to answer the question. 

2. The Fabian Conference should meet before the Labor Party 
Conference. The agenda o[ that Conference should be laid before 
it and the delegates thereto then elected. 

3. The FA BrAN NEws should devote space for the correspondence 
of members (with a space limit). 

4. The Executive should as a. matter of routine submit every 
question involving policy other than pure domestic to the members 
at the members' meetings. 

5. Members standing [or the Executive should have the right to 
make a statement of their policy in the N&ws, and on payment of 
the net costs should have the right to issue short manifestoes or 
policy with the NEws, or alternatively that a special election number 
of the FABIAN NEws should be issued for this furpose. 

6. A summary of the decisions of the Executive, with the names 
of dissenting members to a particular action, should be published in the NEws. 

7. Members wishing to circularize their fellow members on ques-
tions affecting the policy o[ the Society should have the list of 
members and their addresses given them H they desire it. 

B. Nfembers of the Executive should be permitted to give lectures 
on policy to the Society. The standing order placing secrecy on 
members should be repealed and secrecy, when necessary, specially 
imposed for the occasion. 

9. In order that the Society may be governed by its [ull comple-
ment of Executive members, on a. vacancy occurring on the Execu-
tive a bye-election should thereupon be held. 
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Th-;t n~-r:i·b;r:z~;·co~~e~;ativ:' ~Member of Parliament or 
adopted candidate be eligible to be elected or to be a member of the 
Fabian Executive Committee. · 
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.3. 

Tha.t this meeting protests a~ainst the sentence of penal ser· 
vitude and exile to Siberia passed by the Russian courts on Miss 
Ma.lecka, a British subject, solely because of her political opinions, 
and calls on the British Government to demaud her immediate 
release. 

kj.. Q~~~~~~~ 
!CJ.) 
L 3;y F. Jo 0Hborn, t,o the ()hai.I'l"lan cf the P~J::a._'1~e and 

Goner;.l PurpuRes Omarnit te e (En~ or). 

\vh Jther on!-l of tho t; ,; cinty~ ~ clelogatel'l to the La.buur 
Pa.r'.:.y 'JvnfOrE)llC'l 0 011 thE' I:ru;r,:i_r::1>1.l Ilwura.nuo ;Jill laAt 
year was a pPI'd~"'.!! w:t:.) h•1J. bl3un a Liheral p>1rlid.Jllentary 
Oltlhli·la·~:..., a!lA_ wh"' wa•: ·t.heE pr ::rr:.•_nm~.tly a~:a c ~iato1 
wit.h the I.dneral pc:1-r·C,y. ani ;rf-18 t:J.or.. :L1 view r;f the 

i'~-i.ut t:J.a( .~uJh >1 ci:r·n·:t.n'l'i:.an·;-1 1 :~ dal l>ul>J.teri t o l} .~nfnse 
the pr;p·~.la:.r rilinri, hi) Ji:l.n giv-e ·_my :l.l:!H'H'anuo that the 
Svoie ~y slw.ll in future ·~o .rnpro.P;:t<?d '1.t La.bour Pt!.rt jr 
Ccn!'e r mlCea b:;r il 'lpport e r;; ::f tho r~c1"J :mr Part~r on~r. 
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Tho a.nawer to .tho f ir·Rt part nf thl'l q_u o ::~tion is yes and 
tc the secnn<l ~art nt:. 

J;y Jn.ck Gibs;;n:-

Wi".:,Y \V<:l.S no actirn. LaY:on by the Executive in connectj.on 
with t!:.8 Hinur8 · Strikeo 

~-~· t.(, ~ n~ ft-~~~ :-
Be cmuse no pror-c sal8 f or a~ti<n f:.y the SocietJr l~?ly to 

c on efit the :nil-:>.e rf> VI Or·e ;:n';·~·,utted t c the F..xeout~ve 
by ar..y mem'cer of the Society, official or ether. 
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Seeing that the Fabian Society is hnkPd up with trade unionism 
in the ltl.bor Party, that it be a st.a.nding instruction to the E:r:ecu~ 
tive of the Society, when appointing new members of the staff, to 
aee: (i) That they are, or on appointment immediately bPcome a.nd 
remain members of their trade union; (ii) that their salary is at 
least S5s. per week for adult clerks , whether male or female; (iii) 
that the other cotJditions of service are at least as good as the mini-
JllUm called ·for by their trade union . 

~ 1tvrJ"f.y 
~' )( 

~~rtw.~~FW~J4~. 
'f,~ --~ ~~.;;\..~~ 

And that all persons who are at present employed by the Society 
ahall be pa.id trade union rates. 

~~M:t~~~~~~ 
~ ~~-K ~ ._..vco ~ 

~~1; , 

in addition to tbe Annual life.etiog, two private meetings shall be 
held, 008 in the first a.nd one to the last quarter of each calend.r 
yea.r. 

n- 1i7., ~ ...... Cf~ ~ -.~-a .c. <f~ ~ .. 
That this meeting instructs the Executive to a.rra.!lge that on all 

publications, and on the official stationery of the Socte~y, t~e wo~da 
11 a.ffilia.ted to the Labor Party" be added after the tttle Fa.bte.n 
Society." 

/I-:~ 
' { '(f( ,,.., 
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3. 
Th•t this meeting regrets that the Executive Committee should 

ba.ve broken the rules of the Society by refusing to call a special 
meeting to discuss a. specific resolution, duly demanded by upwards 
of fifty members, in direct violation of RuleR (a.) which provides 
that " When a. requisition signed by not less than fifty members is 
preSE'nted to the General Secretary calling for a. private meeting to 
discuss o.ny resolution , the Executive Committee shall order the 
resolution to be printed in FABIAN NEws, and shall appoint for 
the meeting the earliest convenient date therea.fter." 

l 



That this meeting is of opinion that some authority must ha.ve 
power to decide whether a notice of motion (a) comes within the 
scope of the society's work, (b) a.voids attacking individuals by 
name in any way not sanctioned by the Society's rules or practice, 
and (c) is otherwise in order; that such authority must therefore 
be empowered to refuse to ioscrt in FABIAN NEWS (pt::~nding a. decision 
by the Society on any principle involved) notices of motion of which 
the publication might be libellous or improper; and that the Execu-
tive Committee, elected by the votes of the whole body of members 
is the right authority to exercise this power. 

6"-x~~ i:, ~~~~ 
"f '1 :. 1 ':Qjj7 ;t - vr.J-~~ """" 
~~¥~~ 
~~'V-· F~-

7- ~~ V~ t-- K.-~ 

~-

That this meeting endorses the cocstitutiona.l practice of the 
Society which accords complete toleration to its memb~rs; and, 
whilst reaffirming its loyalty to the Labor. Party_, to wh1.ch party 
alone it as a. society has given support, 1t dechnes to 10t~rfere, 
exce t •• rovided by Rule 12 (which regulates. the expulsiOn of 

pbers) pwith the right of each member to dectde on the ~a.nn~r 
:e:hich 1he ca.n best work for Socialism in a.ccorda.nce wttb hts 
individuaJ. opportunities a.nd circumstances. 

~ ,_~ .. ~ .. ,~ .. :: .. ~'-
two, and after "support" in line four insert "considers that such 
loyalty requires that the members of the Society should abstain from 
openly supporting tb.e Conservative and Liberal parties, " and leave 
out all the rest. · 
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1. That the following resolutions, already placed on 
the agenda for the Labor Party Conference, be approved, 
viz.: 

(a) That in view of the previous declaration of the Conference that 
no extension of the franchise from which women are excluded wll l 
be acceptable to the Labor Pa.rty, the qonfer~nc~ ca.lls upon t~e 
Pa.rlia.menta.ry La.bor Party to press for the Inclusion m any Fra.nchtse 
Bill of women on the widest terms possible, and to make known to 
the Government that they will vote aginst the third reading of a.ny 
~ncb Bill if women are altogether excluded . 

. ~ ;· ~ ~1~~--- -~n'li~~[:ltl\J~.Jl 
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(b) That this Conference- declares that no electoral Reform Bill 
which does not make one local government franchise uniform 
throughout the United Kingdom for men and for women, married 
and si~~ le, ~i.ll ~e a~cepta.ble to tl:_e La.bor Party. 

~ ~, ~ -F teu. 'W~ ~{ ~ 
f€..,v.).. ~ ~~'-1 ~ ~ OV'U ~+, 

(c) That tbts Uonference urges the Parliamentary La.bor Party to 
press upon the Government the resolution adopted at the Albert 
Ha.ll me~ting of the \Vo.r against Poverty, demanding legislation 
next sesston to secure to every pArson a national minimum of civil. 
ized life, by measures J?roviding for a. legal minimum wage, the 
reduction of the hours of Ia.bor, complete provision for sickness, the 
guarantee of a national minimum of child nurture, the prevention 
of unemployment, the building of healthy homes for all, and the 
abolition of the poor ls.w. 
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(a) That the time has arrived when the Fabian Society 
should (irrespective of the exigencies of any Parliament-
ary Party) embark on frank and outspoken propaganda 
of Socialism in the constituencies, as the only effective 
answer to Laber unrest ; that the Executive Committee 
be therefore invited to organize a campaign to explain to 
the electorate what Socialism really is; that tracts be 
prepared indicating sane and immediately practicable 
measures ~f nationaliz11tion and municip11lization (with 
accompanymg proposals for taxation of unearned incomes 
and accumulated wealth). 
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(b) That Fabians be given every encouragement by the 

Soe~ety to stand for Parhament as Fab1an Socialists in 
?on_stituencies for which no Labor candidate has been or 
1s hkely to be nominated. 
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V That this m-eeting regrets that the resolution put for-

ward at the Albert Hall on Oct. 11th, under the auspices 
of the Executive Committee, contained no reference to 
adult suffrage for women and men as a means with which 
to war against poverty. 

... 



{q (cc 

~ 

Q . 

J, 

~ 
~ 



~; <Vt K£ ~~ ~I 
(~~'\A~~,~~~ 

\ 0 - \ ~ \ C,. -

,_~ ~~~ah~. 

!l~ ~~~~~ 

6. }·~~ ~ ~~ 
~ ~~~~~ 

- ~ ~~ 
"'"H. 1-f. • .s I S/J.,.IlA i Adl'l / ~ 

-,--~V I ' 

~-~/~~~ 
~0\1\.d..~ ~ 
~~~r-~-

%. <J. ~ f'(l~ 
t~~t.{ 



{~ 



lqt5 

~ ~ -:r:J:/4-~cot- ~ ~U. 

1 .. ~~ ~~b-f- Uu-~ 

2 .. cr-w..~ ~~ 

b . ~R .. cr~ ~znU . 
Gf'~~ ~afl/~ ( 

a~~~z . . 
~vl C\- d.-0~~ ~c{ \AA ~ 
~.! ~r~Mt\~V--~~ 
~~~~~r~-

~j~fJ_fi h 
'1-r\ ~\,) 



~,t</(:" [4~~ 
ox t="~ct~ l. ~ 'Fdt-!( l q t ~ 

I.~~ ~ Uu_c_L~ 

a . er~~~~ 



J+. ~ ~ r Uv-/W~ ~ ~~-
'i'ba.t this meetmg expresRe!\ its indignation at the Pa~ham~ntary 

tactics which resulted in the withdrawal of the Fra.nclnse Btll o.nd 
nullifiPd the Prime hlioister's pledge to Suffra·gist~. and is of opinion 
that it is now incontrovertible that Woman Suffrage can only be 
obtained by a. Government men.sure. This meeting therefore calls 
upon the Labor Party to put pressure on the ~overn~ent by op· 
posing any extension or a.ltero.tton of the fra.ucbtse wh1ch dots not 
include women. 

<1fw.~~ ~ ..;.-~~L I 

~UA.-~~ 
to omit the 

word !ollowing Government in the sixth line, and add: 
"by voting relentlessly against the Government on every 
occasion until it introduces a. Government mea ure !or 
Women's Suffrage." · 

~- ""'tv-~ ~'"'-'- 1~ v(..A.""'~~ 
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~JA;t -w-. s s~.£zM, ~'f~, * w- c. evv.b~1 



5. 

'Iha.t this meeting cordie.lly welcomes the movement of the Par-
liamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress-endorsed by 
the La.bor Party C~nference-to extend the legal limitation of hou~s 
to a.ll workers male and female, and calls upon the La.bor PO:ty l~ 
the House to' press the demand for a. forty-eight hours wee , an 
also the passing into Ja.w of the amendments of the Factory e:-nd 
Workshop Acts (already passed by the House of Lords), repeah?~ 
the section exempting men's workshops from 1ts opma.t1on , a.nd pro 
hibiting uncertified underground workshops for men o.nd women 
alike-

~~~~~ 
~~~l~. 

k. 1-L~, ~ ~t~-
That the Fabian Society disaffiliate from the Labor Party forth-

with . 
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11Th:1+ tJ::i_s '!lee t;i_pfe nf t,1:_,~ P·1bi a"1 So~iet-.r p'oterts agains t 
t he d.Rgrad:1ti0"1 o.l B-ri..tish pu"hlic l"i.fe invo l v<"d in the 
dPrial of f-ref sre~ch, the su~p-ress~on of n~·:papers 
'Ti.thout. definite char·r-e, and the ar-rest of per0ons on 
t he f:.'1'0und that they ·mv comn i t a C:t:'i.rr.6 . 11 
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That it is desirable that arrangements sbould be made to 

ene.ble all the members to take an active part in the work of the 
Society, in one or other of its branches; and that members be re· 
quested to indicate in which direction this work can be done. 
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~.;: THF. ATTACK ON FHEEDOM OF COMBINATION. 

A. That the Fabian Society, recognizing tbe enforced 
suspension of something like a quarter of the whole in-
dustrial act1vity of Dublin as a national calamity, con-
demns those employers who have revived the old weapon 
of making it a condition of employment that a particular 
trade union should be given up; declares that whatever 
may have been the conduct of the Irish Transport Workers 
Union, no such attack on freedom of combination can be 
a llowed to be successfu l in 1913, any more than it was 
in 1834, 1852, 1860, and at other periods of trade union 
history; and calls upon the Government to intervene by 
formulating just and bonorable terms of settlement of 
the dispute. 

THE CONDITIONS OF PEACE. 

B. That in the opinion of the Ft~.bian Society it is not 
in the public interest that any terms of settlement should 
be proposed or accepted which do not 

(i) maintain the full rights of all persons to belong 
to whatever organizations they ple&.se, with whatever 
leaders they choose to elect, and under whatever 
titles they prefer; 

(ii) prescribe minimum conditions only (not maxi-
mum) in respect of wages, hours, and amenity of 
ewployment; 

(1ii) secure at least a decent standard of life to the 
\ humblest adult worker whom an employer engages. 



A NATIONAL LE\'L 

C. That in view of the fact that it is tbe employers 
wbo nre refusing to agree to any settlement incorporating 
tbe foregoing fundamental conditions, the Fabian Society 
calls upon its members to continue to subscribe funds for 
the maintenance of the locked-out laborers and the 
women and children; and respectfully suggests to the 
British trade unions the desirability of proclaiming a 
national levy at the rate of a penny per member per 
week until e. settlement is reached. 

A PLAN OF SETTLEMENT. 
D. That the Fabian Society suggests that the best 

settlement immediately practicable would be to adopt, 
for all occupatiOns in Dublin in which the normal wage 
is under thirty shillings per week, the principle of tbe 
Trade Boards Act, 1909, as follows: 

(i) A joint board to be created for all such low 
paid occupations in Dublin which are still outside 
the Trade Boards Act; 

(ii) representatives of employers and employed to 
be at once elected for each trade, Wl th provisions 
ensuring that each occupation is adequately repre-
sented when its case is dealt with; 

(iii) the fullest recognition, without any exclusions, 
of all trade unions and employers' associations to 
represent their members; 

(iv) tbe prompt determination by such a joint 
board, as from 1st January next, of minimum condi-
tions of employment (not maximum) for each occu-
pation ; 

(v) a. definite instruction to tbe board tba.t every 
such determination sbnll secure, on the basis of 
equal rates for equal work, without distinction of 
sex or creed or union, a. decent standard of life for 
every adult worker employed, and proportionate 
rateB for young persons; 

(vi) the introduction in Parliament, at the very 
opening of next session, of a Bill to ratify the action 
thus taken, and to give to the determinations of the 
Dublin board, as from 1st January, 1914, tbe same 
legal force as those under tbe Trade Boards Act. 

Tbe Fabian Society respectfully suggests to the Prime 
Minister the immediate proposal of such a settlement, 
coupled with a. promise by the Government to see it 
through with the least possible delay, tbe withdrawal of 
all attempted proscriptions of particular organizations or 
persons, and a general agreement for the instant rein-
statement of the workers without victimization or ob-
struction. 



" ~TRIKEBREAKING" A CRIME. 

E. That the Fabian Society declares that, whilst em-
ployers and employed are, in any industrial dispute, 
equally entitled to obtain financial assistance from out-
side sympathizers, tbe organized importation of "strike-
breakers" into an area troubled by such a dispute is a 
violation of public decency, and ought to be made a 
criminal offence as conduct calculated to provoke a breach 
of tbe peace; and that in the meantime the Government 
should intimate (as it did in tbe Newport case, with the 
subsequent approval of the House of Commons) that no 
expense will be incurred for police or troops to give 
special protection to those wbo so wantonly provoke 
public disorder. 

THe GovERNMENT's TRUMP CARD. 
F. That if there is "ny obstruction to a just and honor-

able settlement the Fabian Society respectfnlly reminds 
the Lord Lien tenant and Chief Secretary for Ireland that 
it is their duty under the law to see to it that no person 
in Ireland dies from insufficient food; and that if the 
employers persist in refusing just and honorable terms of 
settlement, it might be significantly explained to them 
that it will be the duty of the Government to take steps 
to ensure the gr..nt of adequate outdoor relief to all the 
destitute women and children in the North and South 
Dublin Unions, so long as the dispute lasts, and by a 
short Act of Parliament to prevent such exceptional relief 
disfranchising the men. 

lf· ~ ~~~~kL--~~ 
That the Fabian Society draws attention to the fact 

that the long drawn out misery of the Dublin dispute is 
due, ID no small degree, to Parliament not beina in ses-
Sion; the South African Government may s;t India 
aflame, because Parliament IS not in session; all sorts of 
mmor oppresswns under .the Insurance Act are going on 
unchecked because P .. rhament IS not in session . the 
forc1ble feedmg of women in prison has been res~med 
because Parliament IS not 1u session . The Pabian Society 
suggests to the public, now that Members of the House 
of Commons are paid salaries me&tb g .. ftiU85Q through-
put the ......._ year and are constitutionally responsible 
f~>r superv1smg and controlling a greatly extended execu-
t11•e government, as well as for remedial legislation long 
o~erdue, that these Members of Parliament must be in-
VIted, whatever theit· p~rty, to give up all inconsistent 
engagements, and devote themselves regularly to an 
annual parliamentary sesswn ten months long. 





ll. 

. That the following amendments to resolutions at 
the Labor Party Conference be approved : 

A. Motion by the Executive Committee: 
In a resolution on Housing, advocating State aid to 

local authorities, to omit the words "in a similar manner 
to the Lahorers Act (Ireland), 1880," and insert in place 
thereof " in the form of an annual graut equivalent to 
the greater part of any loss on housing schemes"; and 
to omit the last clause, which is "and giving power to 
working class tenants to recover damages from a local 
authority for failure to provide houses after request." 

<-J~~~~~~~ 
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That this meeting of the Fabian Society calls attention to the 

differentia.tion in the treatment of women suffragists convicted of 
conspiracy and incitement and that given to men guilty of similar 
offences. It points out that whereas Sir Edwa.rd Ca.rson has not 
been even arrested for unlawful training and drilling of armed men 
a.nd open incitement to set the Jaws of the realm at defiance; that 
whereas Mr. La.nsbury, sent to prison for incitement to crime, was 
released after two days imprisonment under the Cat and Mouse Act 
and has not been rea.rrested; that whereas 1\ir. La.rkin, sentenced 
for sedition, was released after a few days; yet a vindjotive policy of 
insisting on the full term of punishment is being pursued towards 
suffragist prisoners. It points out that Mrs. Pa.nkhurst, after 
serving four successive terms of imprisonment, amounting to 
twenty-one days, hunger striking a.ll the ti.me, was rea.rrested before 
she set foot on English soiJ ; that Mrs. Sanders, for no worse 
offence than being bookkeeper of the W.S.P.U., was sentenced to 
fifteen months imprisonment, and has been released and rea.rrested 
three times. The Fabian Society assures the Government tha.t no 
olea.ror demonstration could be given of the dangers of differentia.! 
treatment entailed on women by their present voteless condition, 
~nd suggests the desirabilit;y of pursuing in their case the policy 
adopted towards Sir E. Carson, Mr. La.rkin, and Mr. Lansbury; 
and ca.lls on the Government to pardon Mrs. Pa.nkhurst and the 
other suffragist prisoners convicted of conspiracy or incitement. 
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That the following amendment to a resolution at the Labor Party 
Conference be approved : 

In a resolution on Women's Suffrage beginning 11 That this con-
ference reiterates its demand that the La.bor Party shall oppose any 
Franchise Bill which does not include women/' to add after the 
word 11 women" the words '' a.nd declares that this shaJl apply to 
the Plur•l Voting Bill." 

That (or the future no parliamentary candidate be 
nominated by the Executive, except in cases of extreme 
urgency, without the sanction of the members of the 
Society first obtained by means of a postal vote. 
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(3J 4 ~ ldeJ munre4J 4.v ~~:-
That the Sooiety, realizing that its function Is primarily to under-

take research a.nd thereby make available for propaganda. the most 
recent developrp.ents of industrial and Socia.list theory and practice, 
urges all its members, who are in a. position to do so, to join the 
Fa.bia.n Research Department, to give it their whole-hearted suppo~t, 
both in time and in money, and to make full use of the ma.tenaJ 
collected by it. 

That the words "its function is primarily" in the first line be 
deleted, and the following, "one of its primary functions is," be 
substituted therefor. 
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"PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES.-Except in cases of 
emergency, tbe E xecutive Committee shall not under-
take responsibility to tbe L:1bor Party for any parlia-
mentary candidate without tbe sanction of tbe majority I 
of tbe members voting, ascertained by a postal vote." 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 



duL~: 
Mrs. Sidney Webb reported on the work that had been 

done in connection with Socialist unity, and announced 
that the British Socialist Party had decided to affiliate 
with the Lahor Party. Following on this decision, a 
United Socialist Council would be formed, representing 
the I.L.P., the B.S.P. and the Fabian Society, for the 
purpose of carrying on combined activities and co-ordin-
ating propaganda. W. Stephen Sanders gave an account 
of the arrangements for the International Socialist Con-
gress to be held at Vienna during the last week oi August 
next. Be stated that as 1914 was the fiftieth year since 
the founding of the International, which took place in 
London at St. Martin's Town Hall in 1864, special pre-
parations were being made by the Austrian Socialist Party 
in order to make the Conference an impressive one. The 
Fabian Society had been allotted twelve delegates, hut it 

would be possible to aecure a larger number should more 
than a dozen members of the Society wish to attend. 
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~- The following was submitted to the consideration of 
the meeting by lhe Executive Committee: 

The following resolution wa.s passed at the Conlerence of the 
Executives of the I.L.P., the B.S.P., and the Fabian Society, held 
on December 13th, 1919, at the request of the International Social-
ist Bureau: "That in view of the dcsira.bility of scouring Socia.list 
unity on tho basis of common action with the Lo.bor Party, this 
Conference requests the representatives of the three bodies to la.y 
before their members the question of putting forward a proposal to 
the La.bor Party Conference in 1915, permitting any oondidate who 
may wish it to describe himself as a Labor and Socialist candidate." 
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That bye-law L be deleted, and the following substituted: 
The m&nagement of the Fabian Summer School shall be entrusted 

to a. separate Summer School Committee, to be appointed in Dec-
ember of each year a.s follows: ~-

Four members shall be appointed by the Executive Committee 
from its own number, and one member by each of the follow-
ing bodies: the Women's Group, the Nursery, the Research 
Department, the Education Group, and the University Soci-
alist Federation. 

One member shall be elected by the representatives of the other 
loca.l Fa.bhm Societies at the Annual Conference in July, and 
shall become a. member of the Committee in the ensuing 
Ja.nuary. 

The General Secretary of the Society shall be & member of the 
Committee ex officio and shall be the secretary of the Com-
mittee. · 

The Manager of the School shall be appointed annu&lly by the 
Summer School Committee, and shall be a. member of the 
Committee ex officio. 

The Committee shall elect a. chairman from its own number, 
and shall have power to eo-opt not more than three consulta-
tive members, being members of the Society1 or of a. local 
society. who shall have no vote. 
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That this meeting welcomes the announcement of the formation 
of a joint committee between the Fabian Research Department, ....! 
the Labor Part~or the publication of a Labor Annua.l as a develop. 
ment of that w k by whioh the Society oan be most va.luable to the 
Labor and Sooi lis::::;_e;nt~ c~ ~ 1~ 

~c,--. 

Hilr.scrv ~ ~ ~,J~ ~ 
fla.e ~ .wludv WtUf ~ Jo 

(If.) -~t.. IJ~ ~14 ~~ ~; 
That this meeting, recognizing the valuable work accomplished by 

the Women's Group and the Research Department, recommends the 
formation of a joint committee of the two bodies for the purpose of 
prepa.ring a report on the problem, " Labor after tho War," with 
specie.l reference to: 

(a) the return to Industria.! life of men with the oolora; 
(b) the consequent displacement of emergency labor; 
(o) the value of socia.l and industrial experiments initiated 

during the war. 
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That this meeting calls upon the Executive of the Fabian Society 
forthwith to invite the co-operation of other Socialist bodies, both in 
tbJS country and abroad, and of such other democra~ic bodies ss are 
in a!(reement as to the ultilnate futility of war, iD organizing at the 
earliest opportune moment a campaign, national and international 
to ~top ~he war and to secure a peace on a basis of compromi~ 
w~oh will be agreea.ble to the principles of international Socialism; 
s~emg t_hat no resu1ts to be ~xpected from the decisive victory of 
etther s•de can JUStlfy the cnme agamst humanity necessarily in-
volved in the prolonged continuance of the present struggle. 

/~ ~~- ~ fAnJzt-~, ~ 1~, 
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41a~vie!::::.-=ta==~resent is 
not a suitable moment for initiating any international campaign to stop the war. 
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In view of the political and industrial activities of other sections 
of the Socialist and La.bor movement and of the need for a distinct 
or~ni.zation which sh~ll undertak~ the study of contempomry 
Socta.hst and Trade U m on problems, both practical and theoretical 
the object of the Pabian Society shall be to carry out such research 
and propaganda based upon it. 
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~/U..6 n. 1'4t--*e~ 'n.q~ ~ ~ 
That the word 11 spec1al" be Jnserted between the words 11 the" 

and " object" in line 6. 
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That the Basis be abolished, and the following new Rule be 
adopted:-

T_he Fa.bia.n. Societ~ consists of Socialists, and forms pa.rt of the 
na.ttona.l o.nd mteroat10na.l movement for the emancipation of the I 
community from the capitalist system. 
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r gjJ.t-,, ~t~~~ ~ %-"'W?.t-0 ~k~ 

{lo; Jtr~/.J~~~ lVYYU~ 
A-1-k 4 tL<Lv.J 



1 

l I J 

That tho fifth paragraph of the Basis, which runs as follows, "If 
t~ese measures ~e carried out, without compensation (though not 
without such relief to oxpropriat.cd individuals as may seem fit to 
tho community), Root and Interest will be added to tho roward of 
J~bor, the idle elMs n_ow Jiving _on tho la.bor of others will nece:ssnrily 
dtsa.ppear, and practical oqua.hty of opportunity will be mainta.ined 
by the spontaneous action of economic forces with much loss inter-
ier~nce with personal liberty than the pro&Ont system entails,'' be 
om1tted. 

t1k ~v-.. % JIIIJ'rM;v ~~q-~-
h.vv.. J .fo._fvrl'v ~" o n-tJJn'l.d~ 

7 ~ /~-~~ 1\A~r'? 
1-f ' I ,..1' ~ / W\.<JU .bT\1' .a.-o IA.nV 

~~/h-~~ 

fY IJnJP~rr -"U .u-n.ck dJ ~ 6 i~fjrrrtL ll. 1 n-' ~J~krv 
~-jw-tlc-dJ ~ 1f-.t. ,~,.. ,(}l.u.HJ.A.-f ~ J~ h'\.1 ~ 

J~ g jf c .:t ~ I'U1 q..,..- "f'+. cn.R."' 1-Nv 1Yl4 Uc n) 

{/)7\/ o.--I"INJ" ~ J~.l/YI.J J~ ~ -~llR ~N./ 0rn- ff..o, vx.A...-

' ()... !_.AAL~" ~ '~ ,._..rtu,l/\. A~ ''""' ~ 
That the first paragraph of Rule 12 bo deletod, and the following 

substituted:-
Every candidate must sign a sta~meut that he accepts and is in 

agreement with the rules of the Society. 
A Fabian hall not be a member of, or publicly support t'ho 

Liberal or Conservative parti£'s, and shall stand [or Parliame':lt only 
under the auspices o[ some section o[ that movemont o[ wh1cb t.ho 
Society has declared it..,lf a part. 

Lm.r. 
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l...tlrd HALD.un, addressing members of the Fabtan 
Rocit'ty at the E~x Hall last ntgbt, ntd the war wu 
goin,; to ma.ke a profound change in tbts country It 
bad nnt yet be-en realised what it would n1ean to have 
to pay mt-ereAt on what might be a. debt of four thou-
nod mtlhon~ . ·we should be a changed ~ople . Ltfe 
would have to hf' much 11mpler \\'e ahould not have 
grr:tt . &C'.{'umu1atlon!ll ID c&pttal or the tremendous 
goodwtll nf our bu~me!'s intact ·we !Should bB.ve 10 a 
wa.y to ht,tn the world ag~in , and we had not equipped 
ourM"h·ea for a dart. \\ e had been tradmg on our 
po ttton, and we Wf!lro J:fOtng to ~ put to the te1t 35 
nevf'r before. He ft'lt hke Chnsllan urf:ing bU neigh-
hours to fty from the Ctty of De5tructaon becau~ he 
tbou~:"ht. tt wa.s & C'1t y of deatruction tf we remained 
tnrh!ft"rent to educational needs. If we Wf're to get 
out of 1t we muKt ~have better to our tf'&chen. He 
~:ouM hke to !'ee them encouraged to take very htgb 
qua.hficntloaa and patd accordmg to them . 

l 
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. . .. 
"That the Executive Committee be instructed to 

appoint a Committee to consider and report on the 
Political Constitution of the British Empire and inci-
dentally of modern Empires generally, as instruments of 
the social reforms advocated by the Fabian Society, in -
cluding the proposals in its recent reports on International 
Government, and dealing specifically with the question 
of hereditary o.s opposed to electoral qualifico.tions for 
public office, and with the merits of the various forms of 
republican government which are superseding the mon-
archical forms. Tbe reference to the Committee shall 
include further the form of government which should be 
imposed on or offered to the free choice of any new States 
set up as a result of the war, and the question whether 
such a St&te, in the event of its declaring for o. monarchy, 
should be restricted in its choice of a sovereign." 
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I+ . I~J..J J 
That this meeting of the Fabian Society regards as 

inadequate the concessions announced by the 
Government in their regulations under the De-
fence of the Realm Act for censuring leaflets re-
lating to the war, and protests against the 
measures taken to restrict or suppress the expres-
sion of opinions concerning the present war or the 
future peace with which the Government may 
disagree. It further records its conviction that, 
since the Allies are fighting against coercive 
methods in Germany, proposals for limiting the 
expression of free opinion in this country are il-
logical, and must be resisted by all who believe in 
liberty. 
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Ube Bnnuai tmeeteng. 1q1q 
This was held at Essex Hall on Friday, May 

Sir Sydney Olivier was elected to the chair 
The adoption of the Annual Report and " ...... _,,_ was 

moved by the Hon. Sec., and after a discussion on para-
graphs relating to the L.C.C. elections, and the prepara-
tion, sale and distribution of literature, the motion was 
agreed to unanimously. Sidney Webb, on behalf of the 
Executive, moved the following motion: 

f Rule 3. 

That the Society's Rules and Byelaws be 
amended as follows: 

R11les. 
(Members of the Executive to vacate seats after 

four absences.) 
Last line but one, insert after" deemed," "upon 

a resolution to that effect being passed by the 
Executive Committee." 

Rule 5. (Two business meetings to be held.) 
At end add : "Provided that if due notice of 

any proposal is not given for any such private 
meeting, it need not be held." 

Rule 11. (Sanction of members' meeting to undertaking 
responsibility for parliamentary candidates.) 

After " emergency" insert : " And apart from 
any action in connection with any specially 
subscribed Parliamentary Fund." 

Rule 17. (Members in London areas shall be divided 
into groups.) 

Line 1, omit the first word (the). For "shaii," 
substitute "may." 

Byelaws for Local Societies, etc. 
III. A. (The Provinces.) 

Omit No. 4. (Requiring periodical Conferences.) 
Ill. B. (Local Groups.) 

1. (Executive to form Groups.) 
Line 2, omit "shall endeavour to," and substi-

tute" may." 
Line 3, "and such groups may he formed." 

Regulations for Annual Conference. 
Omit the whole. 

Summer School Bye!aws. 
(Delegates from the Executive Committee.) 

Omit " four" and substitute "seven.'' 
Omit "the Nursery, the Research Department 

.... and the U ni versi ty Societies affi Iiated 
to the University Socialist Federation.'' 

Omit "One member shall be elected by the re-
presentatives of the other local Fabian Soci-
eties at the Annual Conference in July, and 
shall become a member of the Committee in 
the ensuing January." 

The items were put separately to the meeting, discussed 
and carried without opposition. 

Sidney Webb, on behalf of the Executive, moved: 
That the following be substituted for the e_xj~g 

Basis of the Society : ~""" .,.f_, ~ IC, 
BASIS. 'fl{- ·-'1111-'1'( 

The Fabian Society consists of Socialists. 
aims at t,he of 

trial Capital from individual ownership, and 
vesting of them in the community for the 
benefit. In this way only can the 
acquired advantages of the country be 
shared by the whole people. 

(",..,"! The Society accordingly works for the 
(1~ I tion of private property in land, with equitable 
~ consideration of established expectations, and 
~ __:;:> due provision as to the tenure of the home 
~- homestead ; for the transfer to the 

by constitutional methods, of all such 
(- I -..t, as can be conducted socially; and for the 

Iishment, as the governing consideration in 
regulation of production, distribution and 
vice of the common good instead of 
profit. 

The Society is a constituent of the Labour 
Party and of the International Socialist Con. 
gress; hut it takes part freely in all constitu· 
tional movements, social, economic and political, 
which can be guided towards its own objects, 
Its direct business is (a) the propaganda o 
Socialism in its application to current problems 
(b) investigation and discovery in social, 
trial, political and economic relations; (c) 
working out of Socialist principles in legislation 
and administrative reconstruction; and (d) the 
publication of the results of its investigations 
and their practical lessons. 

The Society, believing in equal citizenship 
men and women in the fullest sense, is open 
persons irrespective of sex, race or creed, 
commit themselves to its aims and 
stated above, and undertake to 

The mover explained that the existing Basis contains~ 
phrases which were out of date and no longer accurate,. 
and that it was necessary to have a clearer and mor( 
precise statement of principles, aims and methods of the 
Society. 

The Rev. N. E. Egerton Swan moved the following 
amendment: 

To insert in line 15 after " as can be conducted 
sociaiiy," the following words: "for a steadily 
increasing participation of the organised workers 
in the management, both central and local, of 
such industries." 

He stated that unless the Basis contained a declara-
tion on these lines, it would not reflect the newest and 
deepest aspirations of the workers, who were now resolved 
to secure, above all else, a definite share in the control of 
the industries in which they were engaged. 

The amendment was seconded by Fred Hughes, 
supported by Waiter J. Read, and opposed by Bernard_ 
Shaw aud H. SnelL · 

The amendment was then put to the meeting and was 
lost, 13 voting for and 34 against. 

The motion was then discussed paragraph by para-
graph, and a discussion followed, in which J. Katz, the' 
Rev. Stewart D. Headlam, Miss Hankinson, Mrs. Boyd 
Dawson and others took part. Sidney Webb replied, 
and the motion was then put to the meeting and carried, 
three only voting against it. 

It then being ten o'clock, th~ ~~at item on th~ agenda., 
a discussion on the Future Act1v1t1es of the Soc1ety, 

--·" ii_._.iiiiiil. ---
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Eustness ~eettng. 
Tliis was held at Essex Hall on Friday, December 12th. 

F. W. GALTON was elected to the chair. 

~~u ~~kidonJ ~.2~'9#-9 WOLe) 

/£UUL~~-
The confirmation of the New Basis adopted on May required to maintain the institution, and the present mem-

23rd, 1919, was moved by E. R. Pease. The New Basis her~ of the Common Room :"'ou~d be asked to oontinue 
is as follows:- the1r subscr1ptwns as contr1butwns to the Fund to be 

The Fabian Society conalata of Soclaliato. raised, and all members using the Room would be invited 
to make an annual contribution in addition to their sub-
scription to the Society. After discussion the propoijal 
was unanimously approved. 

It therefore aims al the reorganisation of Society by the 
emancipation of Land and Industrial Capiia.l from tndi-
l'idual ownership, and the vesting of ihem in ihe eom-
munity for the general benefit. In this way only can the 
natural and acquired advantages of the oounlry be equllably 
ohared by the whole people. 

The Society accordingly works for the exllnetlon of private 
property in land, with equita.ble considera.Uon of eata.b-
lished expeotationa, and due proviaion as io the tenure 
of the home and the homestead : for lhe transfer to the 
community, by constttutional methods, of all such indu,trie• 
as can be conducted socia11y; and for the establishment, 
aa the governing oonstderation in the regulation of pro-
duction, distribution and senloe, of the common good 
Instead of private profit. 

The Society Is a constituent of the Labour Party and of the 
International Socialist Congress; but it takes part freely 
in an constitutional movements, social, economic and 
political, which can be guided towards ih own objeoh. 
Its direct business is (a) the propaganda of Sooialiam in 
its applica.tion to current problems; (b) investigation and 
discovery 1n social, industrial, political and economic 
relations; (c) the working out of Sooia.list prlnoiplei In 
legislation a.nd administrative reconstruction; (d) the 
publication of the results of its investige.Uons and their 
practical lessons. 

The Society,-believlng in equal citizenship of men and women 
in the fullest sense, is open to persons irrespective of sex, 
race, or creed, who commit themselves to ih e.ims and 
purposes as stated above, and undertake to promote ita 
work. 

The mover explained that the meeting could confirm 
jOr reject the new Basis, but could not e.mend it. The 
1Rev. N. E . Egerton Swan, J. Katz and Basil C. Bunting 

pposed the motion to confirm, which was supported by 
ernard Sbaw, Sidney Webb and Wm. Stephen Sanders. 

. be motion was then pub to the meeting e.nd carried by 
S4 votes to 7. As the necessary majority we.s in favour 
ihe new Basis was confirmed. 

The Common Ro~.-Dr. Lawson Dodd moved, on 
ebalf of the Executive: " That the Common Room be 

mlarged and throw open to e.ll members of the Society, 
md tbe.t e. Common Room Fund be raised to meet the 

~~nnual cost." The mover stated that it was proposed to 
jadd another le.rge room to the present Common Room 
accommodation, and it was hoped that this would make 
it not only more useful to the London members but also the 
country members of the Society. Funds would still be 

The International Socialist Oongress.-Sidney Webb 
gave an account of the present ~osition of the Socialist 
International, in which he stated that it was proposed to 
hold an International Congress at Geneva in February next. 
This might, however, be postponed until the following 
July. The poaition was complicated by the fact that the 
Italian Socialists bad decided to join the Third Inter-
national founded at Moscow. The attitude of the 
Socialists in several other countries was uncertain. But 
in any case the Geneva Congress, when held, would be 
an important gathering, at which the Socialists of the 
chief western nations would be represented. The Fabian 
Society would be entitled to three delegates. Reports were 
being prepared for the Congress on political machinery 
of Socialism and on Socialisation. The speaker also 
referred to the terrible conditions prevailing in Central 
Europe, especially in what was left of Austria. 

The Activities of the Society.-The General Secretary 
gave a short report of the work of the Society since 
March 31st last. He stated that the most striking 
development had been in connection with the Bookshop, 
the sales of which had increased by more than 50 per 
cent. above those of the same period of 1918. The King's 
Hall lectures, just concluded, had established a new 
record in public interest and in the sale of tickets. The 
circulation of Book Boxes for the past eight months was 
three times larger than from March to December, 1918, 
and was already considerably above that of any complete 
year since the Book Box scheme had been instituted. The 
demand for the Hutchinson Trust Lecture Courses was 
far greater than could be supplied. On ~he other hand, 
although the m em bersbip of the Society was increasing, 
the growth was not in proportion to the development of 
the activities of the Society. He suggested that the 
members might endeavour to recruit members. There 
was a shortage of voluntary lecturers. Single lecturers 
were constantly asked for by all kinds of organisations, 
and the request could not alwaya be complied with. A 
Speakers' Class would be opened in the New Year, with 
the object of training members to become lecturers . 

After questions on ~ reRO]t had been dealt with the 
meeting closed. /f:J //Lt:.~ . ../j , 1. .. ./ 
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