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Reformer at the next General LElecuoi. it
_will be remembered that Sir John Cockburn’s '
candidature two years ago in Wales was a
remarkable combination of Tariff Reform,
Home Rule and Collectivism, and although
_is not a Fabian, he may be considered a
type of politician whom the Fabian Society
ould support. T
During the discussion (which was made in-
teresting by an amendment moved with the
[ object of getting the society to declare that it H
would not support any candidate associated
with either of the two great political parties,
an amendment which was hopelessly de- D
A
~
)
»
(N
>
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S T

| feated) it was pointed out that the Hitchin
Division of Hertfordshire would be a suitable
" constituency for a candidate of the kind that
the society would support. It includes the
growing district of the Garden City at Letch-
‘worth. where Fabianism is well understood,
and the sitting member, Mr. Julius Bertram,
(who won the seat from Mr. G. B. Hudson at
the General Election), has declared himself as
likely to be out of sympathy with the Liberal
Party’s future developments as he sees them,
and will not stand at the next election. The
A Tave Teir eye o Fitswaschiely o |/
suit their propaganda. They will not put for-
ward a candidate in their own name, but if a
Liberal candidate of the advanced section &
comes forward whom they can support they
will do so. And their support would be worth
something, for they are quite removed from
the Red Flaggers who are so disturbing to
the political dovecots just now. \
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This dramatic change of policy by the
Fabian Society, based as it is on the unlikeli- P
hood of the Labour Party proving itself ’
definitely Socialist for many years to come,
we :pted by the meeting of the members |-
on Friday last without hesitation, thanks in
great part to Mr. Bernard Shaw's able speech,
when on behalf of the Executive he moved j
the adoption of the committtee’s recommenda- D
tions. (. B. S. was in excellent form, and
it is clear that the present political situation
has many possibilities of sudden development
in unexpected directions.
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FABIAN SOCIETY.

s the resolution
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e delivery of the requisition to him on the 1ith instant leaves
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venience to members of the date

him, under the rule,

EDW. R. PEASE,

Your attendance is requested.

- FaBiaN OFFICE, 3 CLEMENT'S INN,

Secretary.

Stranp, W.C.—73 December, 1907

FOR MEMBERS ONLY.
d must be presented at the door as an adm

ission ticket,

‘This car

: , truculen
you say ‘sir' to me again I shall sma
head, and I shall smack it hard. This is t
time to-day I have warned you. Pull
together. You are not now with your >E_“
cilla at Mwuac:mma_a, Villa, Hither Green.
are in the counting-house of Crumpett a
ker, my son, and the sooner you unders
“the betrer it will be for everybouy:
show you how to tie a doub
The next time I shall put my
ear; and it will hurt. If 1T h
best-hearted chap that ever swe
second circle at the Empire on a S
~you would have got the boot this
'a wanted to report vou to Octavius. B
‘m. * No, Father,” I said, ‘ the youth
filbert, but so was Blair

Derby." There, over go

stand gazing at it, you lun
bers of * The Ath "and mop it

Mr. Dodson, however, has his ow
to make. His great rival both in
and in business is a fellow-clerk,
Davis, who wins promotion from
. | Crumpett by calling himself George E
Davis. Dodson determines to undermi
his position, and opens his campaign as
follows : B

These preliminaries accomplished, Mr. Do
walked very slowly and erectly up to the s

storey. He entered the small ante-chamber at |
head of the stairs, which was dedicated to
sole use of the vigilant guardian of these Olymy
pian altitudes, one G. Eliot Davis, 1
** Davis,"" said Mr. Dodson, peering within,
Mr. Octavius in his room? "
** Yes, Dodson, he is,” said Mr. Davis.
*“ Alone, Davis? "
“* Alone, Dodson.”
“Thank you, Davis."
“ Don’t mention it, Dodson.” ;T
Upon the conclusion of this exchange of cot
tesies, which an impartial observer might
considered as a trifle elaborated on
Mr. Dodson knocked smartly and boldly,
| withal respectfully, upon the portals of Mr. O
tavius Crumpett. Mr. Dodson entered the -
presence briskly, but closed the door after
with delicacy and with self-possession.
Mr. Octavius Crumpett was seated at the
in close proximity to the fire. Every lett
document, every book, every small article
arranged upon it with scrupulous nicety.
head of the firm was enjoying the academic p
sure of running a paper-knife through the
ressed leaves, within a chaste and
| binding, of his personal translation of the Od
which was to be issued to an expectant
upon the following Monday. k
Well, Mr. Dodson? ™ said Mr., Octaviy
! tt, in that tone and manner which wer
ever despair and admiration of his staff.
M. A. Dodson, who had already shown
consummate breeding by waiting for his
speal first, as though he were a royalty i
bowed slightly from his full height, whi
hardly more than four feet ten inches, a
.«N@ﬁn&& modulated voice, ** 1
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b W ! “that |

the Report be referred back, with instructions to add |
that no member of the Fabian Society shall publicly !
support any candidates of a party not entitled to affilia-
tion with the Labor Party, or work to promote the I
interests of any p‘a::t;y not entitled to this affiliation.” |
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words after “That’’ and insert e question of can-
didates and constituencies be referred back to the
Executive, with instructions to submit & list of names
and constituencies to which it is proposed that the funds
‘raised should be devoted.” - ——y
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- 1. That it is desirable to promote the establishment
of local Fabian Societies in the various towns of
the United Kingdom.

2. That the members living in or near the principal
urban centres in which no local Fabian Society
yet exists, be invited to consider how such a
society can best be formed there; and that
they be assisted to take steps for that purpose.

3. That the activities of the local Fabian Societies
can best be stimulated and assisted by (a)
frequent lecturers from the London Society ; (b)
periodical conferences of local societies of both
national and district scope; (c) the publication
of Fabian Tracts applying Socialist principles
to the particular local government circumstances
of the different towns; (d) constant correspond-
ence with the London office; and (e) by judi-
cious participation in municipal elections, either
by promoting direct Fabian candidatures, or
assisting to return other candidates promoted
by other Socialist or Labor bodies.

4, That if any effective action is to be taken by the
Society to get increased Socialist representation
in Parliament, so far as its own members are
concerned, it would be necessary to raise a
Parliamentary Fund of at least £5,000.

5. That in order to test the willingness of members
to contribute to such a fund, all the members
be asked by a circular, giving the names of
the probable trustees (1) whether they think
that such a fund ought to be at once started;
(2) what amount (to be spread over five years)
they would be able to contribute to such a
fund, if sufficient promises were received to
warrant its establishment.

6. That the particular candidatures to be assisted
by such a fund, and the exact method of such
candidatures, would, in view of the necessity of
gecuring local support, necessarily have to be
decided in each case according to circum-
stances. =
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GOSPEL OF EQUALITY.
- ’_-’-‘ v o T,
G, B.BHAW ON SIR CHRISTOPHER
FURNESS'S SCHEME,
r. G. B. Shaw last might delivered the
‘of a series ofw be given by
il-known Bocial ; &*the  Fabian
. Shaw declared that if Chafles Dickens
Geo. Meredith had only understood
ism technically one feels they would
proclaimed th Ives Socialists,
n and Carlyle had the materials of
m in them to a very much greater
than mw the ialist ranks.
were not ialis! ,?hlt. Whit
ahomet, ” and

Jesus
! lists, and finally there
A themselves before they were Socialists.

hiter.)
- the present time,” said Mr. Shaw,
only thing which is. found to work

cally is equality. You do not give a
mner b:} what you give Lord Kitchener,
hin Lords Kitchener and Roberts
ag before the country and quarrelling
gt their —llr{. cd

ink of Kitchener Saying, ‘T was 20
tes louger under at  Paardeburg
Roberts. I think I ought w0 bave
6d. for that. (Loud laughter.)

extent in imagining
be mmnd in that way: but Sir
her F ess is not ashamed to come

T .Tolmm‘;nb:wyfn have
‘h these tradesmen entlemen,’
Jeclared Mr. Shaw. -

I
U1ION MACHINE”

|

ity.
‘l‘;w’ last statement led Mr. Shaw jnto a
eritigism of

8ip Christopber Furnes's pro-
for o "ux[ industrial disputes. iia
ing pi had_ been tried with

" s at th Metropolitan Gas-

but in that case s given number of
employed to answer o steady demand
Bir Christopher Fi

urness was
apply this principle to shipl m
for ita BuCOess
to take on a

was ! not on
“How was he going w0 deal with the shares of
men!? He had §iven Do ex-
- o oy s b | reg 4
w the whole coutrol of the country
;: \'&.’ -h‘ndl of men like Bir Christopher
ing at things




TOBER 10, 1908.
THE FABIAN BASIS.

MR. G. B. SHAW ON THE SECES-
SION OF MR. WELLS.
|

|

Last night, at the Essex Hall, Essex-street,
Strand, Mr. G. Bernard Shaw delivered the
first of a series of lectures on ‘‘ The Fabian
Basis,”” which are to be given during the
next few months by well-known Socialists.
The Rev. Stewart D. Headlam presided.

Mr. Shaw alluded to the case of Mr.
H. G. Wells, whom he described as a man
of very distinguished genius, who had only
just now disclaimed Socialism in the curi-
ously formal way of transferring his name
from the list of members of the Society
who wero avowed Socialists to the list of
sulscribers who were not Socialists.  That
meant either that Mr. Wells was not o
Socialist or that the members of the Fabian
Society were not. Mr. Wells said: “A
scheme which proposes to leave mother and
child economically dependent upon - the
father is to me not Socialism at all, but a
miserable perversion of Socialism.”

They might sympathise very warmly with
Mr. Wells, but suppose he (Mr. Shaw) were
to say " & scheme which proposes to leave
& child in the hands of the public vaccinator
to have his 1 corrupted is to me
) | not Socialism, but a miserable perversion— |
(laughter)—and that the system wi ich allowed
thousands of unfortunate animals to be
driven to Deptford to be miserably slaugh-
tered to make unwholesome fomf for the
people of the country was a miserable per-
version ! "

In this way they could make the scheme |/
of the Fabian iety include every re-
form. As a matter of fact, the question of
the family was not really a part of Socialism.

T W e ——

PETREoT o

—

| MR. BERNARD SHAW ON SOOIALISM.
— .

4 1 +, Sodiall

The first of a series of I on v
‘hmlomolmexposiﬁnnofthol“;binnhnil.wu
given last night by Mr. G. Bernard Shaw, under the
auspices of the Fabian Society, at Essex-hall, Strand.
The Rev. Srewart D. Hraprax presided, and there was
I a crowded sttendance. Mr. Smaw, referring to the
recently-published letter of Mr. H. G. Wells, eaid Mr.
Wells had practically disclaimed Socialism, and the
curiously formal way in which he had done so was by
mﬂerringhianamaﬁ-umthelino{mmbenol_&a
pociety, who were avowed Socialists, to the list of sub-
geribers, who were not, but who gave their money becauss
they thought the society meant well. (Laughter.) In
his letter of resignation Mr. Wells said :—"* A schems
which proposes to leave mother and child eeonomioﬂi
dependent upon the father is to me not Socialism at
but a miserable perversion of -Bocialism.” Those who
felt very strongly, as Mr. Wells did, on the subject of the
present constitution of the family, might sympathize
warmly with him in that utterance. They might
the claim that the Fabian Socie should include every
possible reform, and say that if it did not it was a
miserable perversion of Socialism ; but this question of
the family was not a part of Socialism at all.  Mr. Shaw
progeeded to speak of the confusion which prevailed
with regard to Socislism, and soid there was o great
danger, if the confusion continued too long, of Socialist
ieties bein, pletely cap d by people who were
not Socialists at all. For instance, Mr. Wells admitted
that he practicelly joined the society because he hoped
to make it on instrument to carry certain reforms which
| he regarded as of great importance. A great many
* | imy ¢ movements had been captured in this way.
% | Christianity, for example, had been entirely captured by
'l commercialism. At the present time there was nodﬁns
3| in the world less Christian than Christianity. It woul
1| pe fairer to confine the term Socialist to people who
s | advocated a specific method of Socialism—the complete
1| gubstitution of public property for
: | the abolition of private property root and braneh.
"| Any person who did not believe that had better not call
himsslf a Socialist.
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- That as a distinction is made in prison practice
*in England between first and second division priscners,
"which makes it possible to discriminate between ordinary
voriminals and persons, who, as social reformers, are in
vconseientious conflict with the law, this meeting 1s of
*opinion that the benefit of the distinction should be
"accordied to the women now voluntarily undergoing
"jmprisonment for taking part in the agitation for the
*extension of the suffrage."
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That in view of the present primitive methods of conducting
the business of the Fabian Society through general
meetings of London members, it is desirable that the rules
and bye-laws of the Society be modified so as to give effect
to the following proposals :—

1. An Annual Conference shall be summoned in place of the
May Annual Meeting.

2. The Conference and the Conference only shall have power
to change the rules of the Society. All resolutions passed
by the Conference shall be binding upon the central
Executive Committee and upon the executive committees
of local societies and groups. Due notice shall be given of
all resolutions.

3. The Conference shall consist of the Executive Committee,
together with a number of delegates elected by the London
Society and the provincial groups and societies in pro-
portion to their membership.

4. The existing relations between local societies and the central
society shall be so re-organized that all bers of local
societies shall pay their subscriptions direct to the local
society, and that the local societies shall contribute an
annual fee of so ‘much per member to the central funds;
and Bye-law IIL.a (1) shall be so altered that it shall be no
longer possible for a person to become a member of a
local Fabian Society by signing some other than the Fabian
Basis. All members of Fabian Societies on whose behalf
such fees have been paid shall enjoy the privileges of
membership of the central society during the ensuing
year.
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Mm‘rm\ R t this m;etin requests the Executive to withdraw the
i e Fabian Societgy hc;!m affiliation with the Labor Party, so
that, in conformity with previous declarations, the political

energies of the Society may be devoted to the upbuilding of
a definite and avowed Socialist Party.

It also urges the Executive to lend its aid in forming Socialist
: Representation Committees wherever practicable, as a first

l step towards the realization of a Socialist Party.
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Amendment by Bernarp SuAw. To substitute :—

That this meeting, whilst approving the affiliation of the Fabian

Society to the Labor Party; congratulating the Party on
the accession of half a million members to its ranks dur-
ing the year just ended; and recalling with undiminished
satisfaction the active part taken by the Society in the
formation of the Party, is of opinion that the time has
come for the Party to give immediate consideration to
the following propositions, namely :

1. That parliamentary parties in England no longer depend for

support on the strength of their names or of the class
from which their members are drawn, but stand or fall
by their programs.

9. That a party without a program may influence legislation in

the House of Commons but can do nothing to influence
public opinion in the country.

3. That a Labor Party, in order to justify its detachment from

the two Capitalist parties, and its calls upon the funds
of the Trade Unions, must put forward a Labor program
which not only differs from the programs of the Capitalist
parties, but consists mainly of measures which cannot
conceivably be added to those programs.

4. That until these conditions are recognized and complied

2. Qddek

with by the Labor Party, it will be increasingly difficult
for the Fabian and other definitely Socialist societies to
secure the unanimous support of their recruits for con-
tinued affiliation with the Labor Party, and to combat
that tendency to break away and form new sections
which has impaired the solidarity of the Labor move-
ment in France, and may easily do so in this country if
the views of the Labor Party in parliament remain in-
distinguishable from those of the left wing of the Capit-
alist parties.
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t in better witness of our h 5 p
Thacourtesy titles be accorded by the Society to men and

women generally, and not alone as has up to the present

been the case, to women anfl some men. !

-/
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That this meeting of the Fabian Soclety recommends the i
Executive Committee to give special attention to the
political and social changes at present taking place in the
country districts, with a view of utilizing the opportunities
now arising for the spread of Socialism in the villages.
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mlung der Fabian Society.
 Sonbow, 10. Januar. (Gig. Ber)

Die Berjammhung der lieber Der Fabian Gociety am
8. b. M. mwar gahlreich bejudit.  @enojic &. ©. Hobion Tprady
fiic die Refolution, in der die Fabian Societhy aufgeforbert turbe,
aus bder Arbeiterpartei auszutreten, unt gine entidjicdene und auz-
gefprodiene fogialiftifche Partei griluden 3u ¥onnen. Gr mcinte, bie
Defte aufbauende Arbeit fiix ben Gogialismus in Grojbritammien fci
bie Zerftorung der Arbeiterpartei, dic dem Anibau
einer fogialiftifdien Partei im Wege ftefe. Peaje, der Mgﬁh:b’ﬂ:
ﬁnbicr, Q;;ad; gegen die Mefolution. Gr verlas bdie Grlldrumg

aut. 53 in der leften Siung ded Jnternationaler B

Betreffery die Urbeiterpartei und 1vies auf die parfame
Tdtigteit der Arbeiterpartei Bim, die im Geijte des Sojial
gefalten jei. SHhatw fprad) chenfalls gegen die Nejolution.
ftebe lvar der Urbeiterpartei Iritifd) gegeniiber und werlange bon
G ein filhneres Borgefen, aber cine felbjtindige SArbeiterpavtei
miffe fritber ober fpiter zum Gogialismus gelangen. Man biirfe
nidt an Worte glanben, fonbern an Taten. G idlug fodamn fol=
gendes Antendement vor :

SSttdem  diefe Berfammiung den Anjdhlug der Fabian Cociety
an bdie rbeiterpartei billigt und leptere sum Beitritt bon ciner
Balben Million Berglente begliidivimicy:, ift fie der nfidyt, dap dic
Beit gefonumen fei, folgenbde Cridgungen au beadyten: ¢
1. Barlamentarijdje Parteien in Gngland fommen nur dann auj
Unterftitung rechuen, wenn fie ein fejtes Programm Habep.

2. Gine Partei ofue Programm fann wohl cinen Ginﬁhb auf dic

feigebung im Parlament ausiiben, aber fann midts tun, um dic
offentlidje Meimmg au beeinfluficn,

3. @ine Uvbeite¥partei fann nur dam ihren nfprud auf 1n-
| abBangigleit bou den beiden Tapitaliftijen Partcien begriinden und.
lauf die finangielle Unterjtiigung durd) die Gewertidaften Uniprud.

. ',mnd‘;m. wenn fie ¢in' Wbeitexprogranun anfitellt, das i) nidgt nue

\bon dem der fapitalijtijdjen Parteien unterfdicibet, fondern von diefen
'gar nidt angenommen twerden Fam, G a

“‘ 4. Golange dieje Bedinqungen nidt erfiillt find, wird s filr die
?nﬁinn Gocietl) und die anderen jogialijtijdien Drganijationen intmer
.I divieriger werbden, ifhre Mitglicder gur Unterjtiipung der Arbeitey-
{bartei angubalten, wodurd) die Golidaritdt dev britifdien Urbeiter-
Dewegqung ebenfo gefdywiidyt wiicde tvie die Der framzififen. @3
fonnte dics audy in Gngland paffieren, fwemn die Arbeiterfraltion fidy
| ;n n;cr)ts von bem linfen Fliigel der Topitaliftijden Pavteion unter-

djeidet.”

-"S Dicjes Amendement twurde mit uingefiihe 500 gegen 62 Stimmen
angenomuien und Hobjons Refjolution abgelefnt.

Bu Delegicrten fitr den Kongref dex Mbeiterpartei tourden

Shaw, Gandees und Peafe gelviifit,
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| ‘mel ‘M.P’S ON Lllﬂ) VALUES.

z’.I.M!: Joseph Fels and Mr, Wed gwood, M.P.,
| %‘ubmn Society debnta in  the

gunoml Hall, Farringdon-street, last
t, on the taxation of land values. The

1 Liberal M.P. urged that the tax 4
mld “usf t:n immediate rise in all

ches rade throughout the country
nut the intervention of any new orga-

| Mr. Sxd.nry Webb and Mr. Chioaza Money,
replied on the opposite side. Mr.

urged that only b the overthrow of

ownenhag and the efficient orga-

of all the forces of distribution

such a result as t promised by

d, e discussion

o keen

v bians to_ th 3
the subject.
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xule 3. Present Rule, lines 5 and 6: *“Two Scrutineers
shall be appointed by the Society . . . to count the votes”

Amendment : To delete the word *‘Two" (in order to allow
the larger number now required).

Rule 48. Present Rule: “The Executive Committee may
at any time refer any question to the decision of the whole
Sooiety, the voting to be by letter.”

“ Any mover of a resolution which, at a meeting of the
Bociety, has been supported by not less than fifty mem-
bers, may claim a poll of the whole Society, the voting to
be by letter.”

Amendment : Line 4, delete * fifty’ and insert ‘‘one hundred.”

Add at end : “1f an amendment is carried, and the original
resolution is therefore not put, the mover thereof shall
have the right to demand before the next business that
the chairman take a count of the members who support
the resolution, and if this number is not less than one
hundred, the mover may claim a referendum as aforesaid.” -
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«That this meeting recommends the Executive Committee
to assist and support the Land Club League, and in any
other way to promote the interests of rural labor, by
means of small holdings and better housing, and so

e :(:]1 g;epare the way for the spread of Socialism in the |
es.
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q. Q. d. mem\ Maveck

#That it be an mshmctxon to the Execuhve Committee to *

| consider and report what changes, if any, are, in their
opinion, in the interests of progress, required in the pre-
sent practice of the Society of according forms of address,
or titles, to some men and women while not to others. »
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The Fabian Society.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS to the Constitution
in relation to Local Societies, submitted by
the Executive Committee; with Report on
the reasons for their adoption.

TrE resolution of the members’ meeting of January 8th, 1909,
and the enquiries set on foot by the committee may be taken to
indicate the existence of a feeling that it would be desirable to bring
the local Fabian Societies in other towns into closer and more
constant touch with the London members; to secure to their
members more adequate representation; and especially to provide
more systematically than at present for the interchange of opinions
and discussion of Fabian methods.

We think that experience has shown that the existing organi-
zation has both advantages and drawbacks. At present, the local
societies accepting the name and basis of the Fabian Society are
wholly autonomous. As local organizations they contribute nothing
to the funds of the Fabian Society of London ; nor do they bear any
share of what may be called the national expenses of the movement,
such as the work of the central office, the printing of tracts, the
issue of Fabran News, and the organization of lecturing and other
propaganda. None of their members need necessarily be members
of the parent Society, though they are encouraged to join; and
those who wish to join are admitted to full membership at the low
minimum subseription of half-a-crown a year, which very inade-
quately represents the average expenditure per head of membership.
Such national conferences as have been held have been arranged
and the collective expenses met by the London Society. But what-
ever may be the advantages of this loose connection, which allows
the local. society complete freedom of action and control of all its
funds, it has the disadvantage that the members of the local societies
come very little into contact with the national movement, have few
opportunities of expressing effectively their views on matters of
common concern, and seldom have opportunities of meeting the
members of the Fabian Societies outside their own towns. The
Loudon members and the Executive Committee of the parent
Society thus lose the stimulus and advantage of meeting the members
of the local societies.

Among various proposals to which the desire for closer association
has led is one for the setting up of a national organization with a
single membership, of which such Fabian Societies as agreed to come
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in would become parts, with branch subscriptions for local expenses
which would be under local control, together with a capitation fee to
a national fund under the control of a conference of representatives
empowered to legislate on matters of national concern. To this
plan some members have expressed the objection that the creation
of a national conference with legislative powers could hardly fail,
even if those powers were limited to so-called national questions, to
diminish the complete autonomy now possessed by the local societies ;
that the local societies would become, in effect, branches ; and that
there would be no compensating gain in an annual conference of
representatives. Moreover, as the expenditure not specially con-
nected with any one locality now exceeds, however calculated,
£1,000 per annum, and amounts, as some say, to much more, the
affiliation fee that would be required to meet this expenditure if
assessed equally on the whole membership of about 3,000, would
involve a heavy drain on the funds at present available for expendi-
ture by the local societies. Indeed, proposals have been under con-
sideration for raising the present minimum subseription.

It has, therefore, been suggested that while the constitution of
the several societies should remain as at present, the arrangements
for the national conference should be definitely settled and made
more effective. The main purpose of the conference should be to
exchange ideas, discuss methods of action with the object of learning
from each other’'s experience, and generally to enable the several
societies to stimulate each other's activities and to realize that
they are an integral and effective part of a national organization.
At the same time the conference might assume an authoritative
position, and be entitled definitely to be consulted before any action
were taken by any society in the nature of affiliation or formal
alliance with any political or other organization, or the termination
of any such affiliation or formal alliance. Moreover, it is suggested
that there would be great advantage in the local secretaries being
put in & position to supply every one of their members, as a matter
of course, with Fasiax News monthly and with all tracts as issued.
In order to meet the cost of this, and of the correspondence con-
ducted by the Central Office, it is suggested that a capitation fee of
one shilling per member a year should be paid by each local
society on its members who are not members of the parent Society.
In order to equalize the cost to societies in all parts of the kingdom,
the travelling and other expenses of representatives attending the
conference should, it is suggested, be paid by the Treasurer of the
parent Society, and covered by an equal conference fee for each
representative, to be paid by the society sending him or her.

With a view to carry into effect the suggestions that have been
made in such a way as to preserve the advantages of the present
organization, whilst remedying its defects as far as pecuniary and
other circumstances will permit, the following proposals were drafted
and laid before the conference of Fabian Societies and groups in
July last by which, with some amendments, they were approved.
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PROPOSED REGULATIONS FOR THE CONFERENCE OF
THE FABIAN SOCIETIES AS ADOPTED BY THE
CONFERENCE IN JULY, 1909.

1.

With the object of stimulating and promoting the work of the
local societies and groups, and for conferring upon questions of
common concern, the Executive Committee shall, at least once in
each year, convene a conference of duly elected representatives of
groups and local Fabian Societies.

II.

The conference shall consist of (a) one representative of each
group or local society having a membership as hereinafter defined of
not more than fifty, together with an additional representative for
every fifty additional members or part thereof; (b) the members of
the Executive Committee of the parent Society, together with (if not
members of the Executive Committee) the Treasurer, the Secretary,
the Organizing Secretary, and the Trustees of the Parliamentary
Fund.

The membership for this purpose shall be reckoned as including
(a) all the members of each group and such members of each local
society as are also members of the parent Society, and (b) members
of the local Fabian Societies who are not members of the parent
Society on whose behalf the local society has remitted to the
Treasurer a capitation fee of one shilling.

TS

To every member of the conference residing more than twenty
miles from the place of meeting the Treasurer of the parent Society
shall pay the amount of third class railway fare there and back, and
(unless hospitality can be arranged) a sum of seven shillings and
sixpence per night spent away from home for other expenses. A
conference fee, sufficient to cover the total of these and the other
necessary expenses of the conference (which ought, if possible, not
to exceed one pound per representative) shall be payable to the
Treasurer of the parent Society by the group or society sending the
representative.

148

There shall be laid before each conference for discussion and
such resolutions as may be decided on by the members present :

(a) A report by the Executive Committee upon the progress
of the work of the several societies and groups since
the last conference.

(b) Any suggestions sent in for consideration by the confer-
ence or prepared by the Executive Committee as to
the work of the several societies and groups, such as :

ot

-

r

Vel
. -~
Y

/’ v L(/" WuA)

o e

2k
mrn Rgeling

.’V*U_bk !

~Lrw e ¢



4

(1) Methods of propaganda.

(2) Organization of lecturing.

(3) Literature.

(4) BEducation of members and investigations or
study.

The political activities within the reach of each
society.

(6) Any other subject that may be deemed within
the scope of the conference.

(¢) The arrangements for the conference itself.

On any of the above matters (a), (b), (c), any resolutions arrived
at by the conference should take the form of recommendations to
the Executive or to the several groups or local societies.

If it should be deemed necessary at any time to take action on
any of the following matters, such action shall not be taken by the
parent Society or by any of the local societies until the proposal has
been brought before the conference for discussion and (if so decided)
ordered for referendum :

(d) Any alteration in the Basis of the Fabian Society.

(e) Any union, affiliation or formal alliance with any other
society, or with any political party, whereby the
freedom of action of any society or group, or of the
officers or members thereof, is in any way limited, or
any termination of such a union, affiliation, or formal
alliance already entered into.

(f) Any change in the constitution of the conference, or of
these regulations, or in the amount of the capitation
fee.

On any of the above matters (d), (e), (f), the conference may pass
resolutions, either in terms of recommendation or else mandatory.
In the latter case they shall be binding on the Executive Committee,
the groups and the local societies, unless the conference itself, the
Executive Committee, or local societies containing not less than
one-tenth of the seeieses entitled to be represented at the con-
ference, ask that a referendum of such members be taken.

There shall be supplied free of charge to the Secretaries of local
Fabian Societies (the cost being deemed to be covered by the capita-
tion fee) a sufficient number of copies of Fapian News, and of all
tracts supplied gratuitously to members, to enable every member or
associate on whose behalf a capitation fee has been paid to receive
a copy; and the local societies shall be bound to place such
copies without delay in the hands of all their members, by post or
otherwise,
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That at any members’ meeting after the adoption of
the minutes, an opportunity shall be given for
questions (of which one day’s notice in writing
has l;fen givken)ttohbe put to any Executive officer
on the work of his department; but the time
occupied by such questions shall not exceed
twenty minutes.
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That this meeting protests iga.inst the f;;ree;l>£e‘a¢1-ing
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That in YieVw of the surrendier of Lhe Home Qffrine

4o Lady constance Lytten on the evident ground

Lnat goraible feeding 18 an outrage o0 Alsgusting
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foroihle feeding will cempel the Ooverament to choosSe
Between allowing the prisoners to starve to death
and allowing the law to be defeated. It therefore
invites the Sovernaent to aveid this ilatolerable
situation by giving the Suffragists the assurances
they demand and giving them the denefit of any
distinot ions that may be in use between different

classes of prisoners.
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Gopy of Home Office Letter to the Seoretary.

Home Office, Whitehall.
22nd, November, 190

e\

811"I am directed by the S#oretary of State to say that his attention has
been drawn to a Resolution on the subject of forcible feeding which is said
in the "Times" of the 19th. instant and other newspapers to have beén passed
*by a large majority at a Meeting of members of the Fablan Society", and
which contains falsehoods and misrepresenations of such a character that he
does not think it would be right to pass them over in silence, He has not
received a copy of the Resolution from yourself or from any official of the
Fabian Society, and he trusts that the association of the Resolution with
the name of the Fabian Society 1s unauthorised,

The Resolutiom in the first place contains a statement to the effect
that the reason why Lady Constance Lytton was released from Prison was that
foro%ble feeding is “an outrage too disgusting to be offered to a woman of
rank" . s

In view of the repeated statements which the Seoretary of St_lthg:-
made in Parliament, he can only regard the statement that Lady Constdnce
Lytton's release had anything to do with = r rank or social position as a
wilful and deliberate misrepresentation, She was released solely because
she was suffering from serious heart disease, and because violent resist-
ance on her part to the medical treatment approptiate to her case would
have involved some risk to her life, It was on this ground, and this
ground alone, that she and three other Brisonere weme who were confined at
the sane time in Newcastle Prison, were released from custody,

The statement that foreible feeding is a “"disgusting outrage" is a
further misrepresentation, though possibly ome proceeding merely from
ignorance, Forcible feeding by tube is a regular form of medical treat-
ment which 1s constantly applied in appropriate cases in hospitals, asylums
and prisons: and the fact that in most cases it has to be applied to persons
whe are insane or of weak mind does not affect its character. In no semse
i:ni;he process be described as torture or an putrage, The brief discomfort

T;ol;es is nothing compared to the self-inflicted torture of starvatian,
'uffraiis::o%:;:og g::g%ud;e by calling on the Government to give the
different classes gf'pria:nezﬁy'd1;t1n°tiong ot g Sl |
tion implied if not expressil . - bR RISFIRrISINLL.

¥y stated, It is absolutely untrue to say that
the suffragists have not received the full ben fit Gy
between different classecs of Prisoners, Atefirlt 2§e;h:egt’z:gzi::§- o
mitted by the Magistrates to the First Divieion Reulf
was made in no less than - = 8 order to, thet effvet
priliiegea of the Pirst Dieilg::.tha:nzhttMZZ;s:?ize:hgglth:ie;2:;::lthe
Pelled to cammit them to the Second Division where the disc o

ipline

;;;iﬁ:{‘yhg:‘ i;l;::i'theyIﬁa:ecst%n the advantage of not auoegatingi:i:;"
pReperty or sots 15vo1vm°d§§ge3’§§sﬁ'?er° acts of grave violene to pme
ers have In a few instances beo i edhave been perpstrated, the prison-
Division, or to imprisomment e § har;n;e to.:l.mprisomnent in the Third
when their offences had Sageraratiss &h abourj but this has only been done
in the case of male prisonove © mere acts of hooliganism, which

wgu:g have been even more Severely punished,
b
81y,
Your pbediemt Servan
(Signed) Edward Troup. o



+ ' TO THR EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
" ®ir,—Tho Fabian Society may congratulate
ftself on the success with which it has drawn
the Home Seerotary on the above subjeet.
The latter of Mr. Troup implies some doubt as
to whether the resolution so pathetically com-
plained of was actnally passed by so responsible
8 body. As one of those who were prosent and
votad for it T can assure Mr. Gladstone that it is
only too true. Tt wes carried by & large majo-
rity ¢ and it wes vetad for by persons of con-
flioting opinions.on the ground that it was so
exactly acenrata in evary phrase that it became
‘& matter of conscience not to vote in the noga-
tive.

1t seoms. howaver, to have been misnnder-
stood by the Home Office. Mr. Gladstone is
apparently under the impression that tho mem-
hers of the Fabian Soniety desited to reproach
him for not foreibly feeding Lady (onstance
Lytton. On the contrary, they regarded it as
quite a redeeming featnre in his campaign ;
and the resolution expresslv urged him to take
the samn decent and sensible view of all other
onses. And thongh Mr. Gladst through
Mr. Troup. wonld seem to protest that he feels
no renugnance to the forcible feeding of a
swoman of Lady Constance’s rank. and, in fact,
pssures us that nothing but the strongest
‘maodical remonstrances restrained him, T prefer
to think that the right hon. gentleman is doing
himself some ininstice in the matter, or else that
he has been misled by the statements which he
has received mnd repeated as to the extremely
eniovable nature of & meal administered by the
methods practised on Mrs. Leigh and other

prisonors.

Tt mav he that Mr. Gladstone is right on this
point. T will. therefore. undertake to procure
the co-oneration of the Fabian Society in pro-
viding for Mr. Cladstone a banquet which

palus would have reparded es an ex-
coptional treat. The rarest wines and delicacies
‘ghall be vrovided ebsolutely regardless of
wpense. The only condition we make i8
that Mr. Herbert Gladstone shall partake
throueh the nose ; and that a cinematographic
machine shall be at work ell the time register-
jing for the public satisfaction the waterings of
his mouth. the smackings of his lips, and the
other unmistakable symptoms of luxurious
delight with which he will finally convince us
all of the truth of his repeated assurances to us
that the forcihly-fed Suffragist is enjoying an
indulgence than suffering martyrdom.
T must not conclude this letter without an
expression of my sincere concern for the unex-

revelation of the dangerous state of

Tk Raved to by sulioagists, Their _resiatance |

to the process is offered in a spirit of disregard for
scli-welfare and maintained with a strength of de-
termination that could only exiet if backed by some
altruistic ideal. Such resistance may be called
bysteria, mania, or fanafirism, but it has to he
faced a8 an cescntial part of the lunger strike of
the suffragists.

The basis of the punitive system by imprisonment
may be said to rest on four points—protes tion of
the public, deterrency to other criminals, punishment
of the offender, reform of the offender.  The Govern-
ment in ils most sanguine moments can searcely
hope to reforny the sufiragist tlerough  imprison-
mient ; if it is safe to the public to release her un-
reformed in a few weeks or montls, it is equally sufe
to do so after a fow days. With regard to deterrenry
and punisliment, & hunger strike, though sell-imposed,
is described by the Home Sccretary limself as * tor-
ture ™ ; it is therefore fully punitive and thereby
safeguarded from imitation by ordinary criminals
undergoing similar sentences.

Yo

urs, &c.,
CONSTANCE LYTTON.
November 24.
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SR JUEAAY PHISAILES O1 & snattered nheart which
cannot be much longer expected to o’er inform
the tenement of clay. ~

But I will harrow Mr. Gladstone’s feelings
no more. Africa stretches out her arms to him ;
and we should all be sorry to see his parting
from his native land embittered by reflections
on the condition of the noble lady whose
health he has so sympathetically spared. Let
himsgo in peace to the land of the Congo : his
talent for taking a pleasant view of extremely
unpleasant facts will find opportunities there
which even the Suffragists cannot provide in our
more fastidious civilization.

Yours truly, s
=3 ,G. BERNARD SHAW,

10, Adelphi-terrace, W.0., Noy. 23.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir,—The letter published in your col of No-
vember 23 addressed by the Home Secretary to the
Fabian Society contains allusions to myself which
I should be glad to answer.

The Home Secretary regards * the statement that
Lady C Lytton’s rel had anything to do
with her rank or social position as a wilful and de-
liberate misrepresentation.” But for my personal
experience in the matter I should not have believed
possible the prefi ial treatment meted out to Mrs.
Brailsford and myself as compared to our fellow-
demonstrators. I do not suppose that either the
magistrates or Home Office officials put the matter
before their own consciences in these words :—
“ Sociully well-known prisoners to be treated
leniently ; others otherwise.” But facts invite the
fnevitable conclusion that both our offences and
conditions of release were judged in a guite different
spirit from that brought to bear on other sufirage
prisoners, and since on that occasion ours were the
gravest offences, we could but assume that our social
position had influenced the authorities. The facts
are these. Four of our companions had been tried
on Baturday, October 9, and sentenced for window
breaking to varying terms of imprisonment in the
third division with hard labour. I had thrown a
etone inia crowded public place at the motor-car
which had conveyed Mr. Lloyd-George to his meet-
ing. When arrested for this act on Saturday, Octo-
ber 9, my name was unknown, and the charges
(brought against me were—(1)fAssault on Sir Walter
[Runciman (who was in the car); (2) wilful damage
to the car value £4; (3) disorderly behaviour in a
public place. On the following Monday when charged
in Court I was, of course, by that time identified ;
I was judged innocent of all but the last charge,
although confessedly guilty of the second charge as
well. On the third charge I was eentenced to a month
in the second division with the option of being bound
over—the same sentence as I had received in Febru-
ary for refusing to be turned back by the police as one
of a deputation to the Prime Minister. On that
occasion I had done no violence whatever. Mrs,
Brailsford had used a hatchet to try and break down
a wooden barricade. This was her first offence;
she received the same sentence as myself. Our

f empty Governmen ing:
when no near. Several of them were first
offenders, one had not even broken the glass with
her stone, and this was admitted by the p 151
They were all charged with wilful damage, values
varying from 16s. to £3 17s. 6d., and sentenced to the
third division with hard labour, and without the
alternative of being bound over, sentences varying
from 14 days to one monthj so much for the im-
partialibty of the police court.

As for the orders for release which concern the
IHome Office more especially, Mrs. Brailsford and
I, after undergoing the hunger strike for two and a
half days, were told by the doctors that they had
orders to release us ““ on medical grounds.” Tt is
true I have a chronic heart weakness, opinions differ
as to the degree of its seriousness; it had not de-
veloped into any symptoms such as fainting or
vomiling as has been the case with other suffrage
prisoners before they were released. Mrs. Brailsford
s free of heart disease, and sbe has shown no tem-
porary symptoms of a serious nature. I fully admit,
wowever, that & hunger strike, even of two and a
1alfl days, is no light matter, end that feeding by
orce would have entailed risks of various kinds,
imongst others ‘““some risk to life.” But how
loes this admission on the part of the Home Secre-
ary coincide with his assertion that ** forcible feeding
by tube ” involves only “ brief discomfort " ? The
esistance and its result, which was feared for Mrs.
Brailsford and me, have to be taken into account
n the case of every other protester who hunger-
trikes in the suflrage cause.

Our companions were kept in prison—two of them
or another 24 hours, the rest for the whole term
f their sentences, during which time they W(~re‘
éd by force. |

Feeding “by force” is unknown in hospitals,
vhere food is administered artificially, but always
vith the consent of the patients and solely for their
rood. Patients are treated dsaily by doctors, surgeons,
lentists, and nurses in a way whi‘h would certainly ‘
onstitute *“ torture and outrage’ if done without |
onsent of the patient. Nor can the feeding by
orce of lunatics or demented criminals be com-
yared to such a process when inflicted on women
vho are fighting for the freedom of other women
md whose * crimes " and “ violence " are of the
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important parts of it are :—

¢ is the Bill as it was read &
e of Lords the other day, and
to the House of Commons on
1 earnestly hope that
w in its present form. The

Section 2 (1) Any oath may be adminia(ﬁred and
taken in the form and manner [the word ** follow-
to be omitted here]:
« oath shall hold the New
Testament in his uplifted hand and shall say or
repeat after the officer administering the oath thg
words 1 swear by Almighty God that . . .
followed by the words of the oath prescribed by

law.

(2) The officer shall (unless the person ahout to
take the oath voluntarily oh_lqctu thereto,
physically incapable of so taking the oath) ad-
Minister the oath in the form and manner afore-
gaid without question.

1 do not know why the New Testament should be |
substituted for the Holy Gospels, which are a.ll (..hnt \
the present form of cath requires, but thg.t point is &
small one.

The important matter is that the person taking the
at after the officer ' the whole

oath is to ‘* say or repe: k 4
formula of the oath. T do not think this provision /

can have been devised, or will be approved, by any
person practically familiar with the administration of
justice where oaths are frequently taken. No
doubt some constables and other persons W gong
tinually take oaths for one reason or another will be
able to * say " what is Tequired with propriety and
without undue waste of time ; but all other persons
required to swear in Court will have the chn_ire
| between reading from a printed form and repeating
after the officer. Inducing an unaccustomed subject|
of the King to read aloud, in public, a form with the
language and style of which he is unfamiliar is a much
o jifficult business than might be supposed.
Many persons read aloud with great difficulty and
uncertainty, some can read only with the aid of
spectacles, and others can hardly read at all; the
ability to read aloud fluently and with appro-
priate emphasis, especially  when the occa~-
glon is in its nature trying to the nerves
and temper, is exceptional rather than not. Should
this unfortunate provision become law, I think
that trying to make every one declaim the whole
oath will be so irritating and inconvenient that the
permitted alternative of repeating after the officer
will become the general practice.

I wish I could make your readers, and especially
any of them who may be members of Parliament,
realize the results which may reasonably be expected
from such an innovation.

When a jury is sworn to try a case or cases of
felony each juryman takes the oath separately.
Practical experiment convinces me that the admini-
stration of each oath occupies eight or nine seconds.
If the oath is repeated by each juryman after the officer
it will seldom take less than 20, and sometimes ilw‘.
much as 25 seconds—for it is not every one who
can even repeat correctly with any degree of ecase.
The dialogne which will oceur is worth setting down,
in spite of its length. |

Officer—I swear by Almighty God—Juror—I
swear by Almighty God—OfM that T will well
and truly try—Juror—that I will well and truly
try—Officer—and true deliverance make—Juror—
and true deli make—Offi bet our

Sovereign Lord the Xing—Juror—between our

Sovereign Lord the King—Officer—and the prisoners,

at the bar—Juror—and the prisoners at the bar—

Officer—whom I shall have in charge—Juror

—whom I shall bave in charge—Officer—and

a true verdict give—Juror—and a true verdict,

give—Offi ding to the evids J

according to the evidence.

This duplicated formula will be repeated 12 ti
one _speakm' on each occasion having little or
previous experience of ' the words of the oath pre4
seribed by law.” We swear a jury now—Iif it happens
to contain no one wishing to affirm—with a fain
amount of decorum in ething under two minutes ;
under the proposed Act we shall be fortunate if ié
ever takes less than five minutes.

‘When juries are sworn in cases of misdemeanour—
or at nisi prius—the form of the oath is at present
delivered only once by the officer, each set of four
jurymen holding a book, and kissing it separately
at the conclusion of the formula. I suppose that
under th? present Bill the series of 12 duets involved
in swearing a jury to try felonies will be replaced
by an osth in chorus, and that it will be the duty
of the ¢‘>mcer to see that each of the 12 jurymen|
is speaking the whole of the prescribed form.

The swearing of witnesses will be less dismal than the)
swearing of jurors to try felonies and less ludicrous than
the swearing of jurors to try misdemeanours or civil
actions, but the time occupied will be increased in
the same proportion, and a great many more witnesses
than jurymen have to be sworn. It takes about
seven seconds to swear a witness in a criminal case,
 and not much lees than five seconds in clvil mtura’

T suppose that in an Assize Court there are se!dom
more than 60 witnesses sworn in a day, but I am in-
formed that at petty sessions there are sometimes as
many as 250 or 300 persons sworn at a si g

If it now takes four seconds to swesrmen:c]; !;:ﬁ;&;
persons, it seems that, allowing for a great man:
of them being policemen, it will probably take full
eight seconds under the Oaths Bill. That means
that on such occasions 2,400 seconds, which is 40
msnum;fwulbe pied in administering oaths|
instead of 20 mi as at p t. It s T
an excessive proportion of the working d:;‘“ o

It would surely be far better to have the formulal
repeated only by the officer, and allow the person|
swearing to say, “ I swear.” This he might do either|
while holding the book or with “ uplifted ” hand.
The combination of the book and the uplifting seems
a gratuitons eom&ll.uﬁon. The Legislature is ob-
my satisfled t something ought to be sub-
o te&i!forkhhgthgbwk.bnsm something
xev'he ess cumbrous than what is now propose

hope we shall be allowed to go on as we are.

T am, Sir, your oheglomt servant, .
Liverpool, Nov. 18.  HERBERT STEPHEN.

NEW JUDGES—AND OLD ONES.
/ES—AND O .

Surs tmithtally,
. M. CKE
Middle Temple, Nov. 22. ATES 2

CLANDESTINE MARRTAGES.—The co
the Female Aid Society have addressed
to the Home Secretary, in which they

Having regard to the facilities
rality by the secrecy that at
celebration of marriages at
mit(:e of gt;?dg‘emﬁe
greater pu ould
of hlnnlp of m ' es
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| That in the opinion of this meeting the approval of the Society
should be obtained before the Executive Committee issues a mani- {
festo on electoral policy other than an appeal urging all members to

do their utmost as speakers or workers on behalf of Socialist and
Labor Party candidates.
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To omit all words after the word "before" in line 2,

and insert
"any manifestof on Electoral poliey is published
"by the Society, and this meeting endorses the
"advice given to the members by the Executive
"Committee before the last General Election to

"vote for Labour and Socialisty Candidates and
"against the House of Lords."
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Rule 6. Present rule (part): b
( Q) Resolutions of which due notice has been given shall be
placed on the agenda of the first private meeting of
the Society after such notice has been published.
Amendment : To add :

Provided that when any resolution has been discussed
and voted on, and within twelve months of the date
thereof notice is given of a resolution on the same.
subject, the Executive O i shall be authorized,
if they think fit, to defer placing the resolution on the
agenda for any meeting until the expiration of the
said twelve months.

@. Tes woo ax’u:wLLT.

8. Present rule:
(4) Burer:mn : requisition, signed by not less than twenty-five
b is p ted to the G 1 Secretary, call-
ing for a private ting to di any the

E tive Committee shall order the resolution to be
prxi:::dl in Fapian News, and sha.ll‘_appcﬂnt for the
< ting the earliest con t date t er.
CUW\M- ~ . «— 4, line 1: To delete the word “twenty-five "
and insert “ fifty.”

din . G, dolrmle Yo wvao adaeol. ik - disabal

(Q When a reqkuisizion of urgency, signed by not less than
fifty , i8 p ted to the G 1 Becretary,
calling for a private meeting to discuss a specific
notice of motion, he shall summon such a meeting for
a date within fourteen days from the receipt thereof,
and shall within seven days notify the same to all
members, by ciroular or otherwise,

CL/\AME" line1: To delete the word *fifty and in-

sert ‘“ one hundred.”
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That the Executive Committee be requested to consider
and report on the advisability of limiting by rule the
liberty of members to support, or stand as candidates
of, political parties or organizations other than Labor
or Socialist.
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That, having regard to the inocreasing injustioce

of the exolusion of women from full political citizenship,
in the opinion of this meeting it 1s the duty of the
Government to give urgency to a measure removing the

sex-disability of women in parliamentary elections.
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National Liberal Club,
Whitehall Place, S. W.
January 7th. 1911.

p
COPY. 9//
L

Sir
o .In reply to your letter of yesterday's date, asking if
the Fabian Society oould do anything usefully for the benefit
of the Japanese Socialists now being tried in Tokyo for con-
spiraocy, I think musch good might be done by the passing of a
resolution protesting against the methods new being employed
to orush Soo'alism in Japan, as the Japanese Government 1is
always greatly influenced by eritieism in England,

Like yourselves, I have no sympathy whatever with
political orime, and I agree that those who embark on political
orime cannot oomplain if the State retaliates, The diffioculty
18 to discover what evidence of eriminal intentions there is
against these 25 men and 1 woman who stand acocused of a dynamite
plot in Tokyo. As I stated in the letter to the "Times", when
the arrests took plase the newspapers received peremptory instruc-
tions that no mention of the reasons for the arrest should be
made. This did not prevent the police authorities some weeks
later from issuing a statement, while the persons whe s4ii3 were
sti1l1l under seoret trial in Tokyo, declaring that they were
guilty of complioity in an atrocious dynamite plot, No particu-
lars were given - even the subseguent allegation that the plot

a t the Fmperér was not then mentioned = and the
nature of the evidence against the accused was not given, or at
least was extremely vague. After being adjudged guilty by the
Preliminary Court the men are now being tried, again in seoret,
by the Court of Cassation. No opportunity has been afforded of
learning the nature of their defence, and if that defence were
to leak out in any way a newspaper giving publieity to it would
::tp::o:ogt::.lu{t :- agumt sush methods that I have protesteqd

~o0gla or am an
interest of olemen{u’y Justice, e s

The very word Socialism appears t
Govermmest authorfties into a -tagf of sbgo:?::rror When th
small band of Socialists in Japan asked for pomuu;n rd .
to law, to organise into a political party, it was r.ﬁ:..:‘o ey
they endeavoured to hold a meeti it - g .

ng, was prohibited, the meeting
was broken up by the police. When. on several
endeavoured to publish a newsp L] oc “10“. th.’

aper, it was suppresed.
'h: is believed to be a Socialist \‘uoonu a nizlof :Ana :is.':::.l
::“?ngil;u;r::x::ngn in are watched; he is shadowed wherever l.\o
3 8 Or acguaintances are noted and become
of enguiry by the police; he is prevented by the poloi:o ;::i.::! -

taining any euployment, for his would-be employer at once receives

the Japanese



.'1 notice that he is a dangevous character. Tt would snot be Y
Surprising in these olroumataices, 1f, driven to desperation, 7
suoh an indivddual stould take to oriminal courses. As I have -
said, however, it i= h”ni:ll:’t: aay v::;m:ftho persons
acoused in this sase have re een any arimiaal
P iges orm.umﬂmnvmhgucnm.upmcm
their defence from b known,

There is a stronl belief in Japan that the accused are
the vietims of a polise plot devised with the ‘i;ot of ouuu:m
t4en Soolalism, In an artiole published recently in one of
most important Japanese reviews, Mr. Inukai, a leader of the Nation-
alist party tnmnpm:n{h:n‘um un-mn‘ to our mu party)
ventured to suggest _ overnnent secrst se was t
to m.m:'inn‘m Soatalists to some drastio measure 3"‘
means of its detentives and politisal spdes, vho skilfully dis-
gulsed themselves as Sosialists and thus ascelerated the explo-
sion from inside, thus bringing the Secaialists within the gri
of the law. HNr. Inukai says t he had several sush experiences
in the earlier days of his pelitisal party, when it was looked
upon by the Government with scmewhat the sasze feellngs as is the
oase now with Soeialism,

A protest by the Fabian Secelety, directed espeoialiy
against the seoreecy with whiok the trial is being held, would
doubtliess have some effest on the Japanese Government.

I am,
Yours faithf :
(Signed ) Robe '%‘“'
~ EJ. R, Pease, Rug.,

Seoretary, Fabian Soclety.



Hesolutlon on the Japan<se Politisal Trial.

o

That thie neeting o® the Fabian Soslety respestfully resinds

the Japanese Jovermment that ia lr;?wund pou';!/ﬁé_ trials have
been hold in publia for the past thpes hundred years, asd that

no small share of the politisal stability of this gountry has
peen dus to this prastise, asd the ascompanying freedoa generally
allowed for the expression ¢f politisal and social opinions s

VMU oharastar., Cowesabimnk 4 Ut mdicAmerte e
Further that this sseting eanot »ﬁ‘ regard the/searecy

Uamers
of the trial »F the twenty six Scaiaidats for an alleged plot
against the Huperor as sose indigation Lhat the evidence for
' the plot would aot Af diselosed appear soavinsing te the publie}

W;\;V.?&at@ lends enlour to the allegation that the priscners
~ Aars D2ing prosasuted bessuse they advooate politiaoal epiuions
te whioh the gov:r.-uurzt objeots, and not bBesauss they have
oonsplired Lo use violanne,

This meeting further begs the Japacese Geverasent to

reseudey that ia self-governing oountries attenpls to su; press
by foroe th- proper exiressaion of ;elitisal opinions have

usually mm in dionun to the party al the nation
undertaking thes, = k
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1. That the Society expresses its warm appreciation of
the work and devotion which hag been, thrqwn into the
administration of the SBummer School during the past
four years, during which it has been of so much value to
the Society ; and that it gratefully accepts the proffered
transfer of the property to the Society.

2. That the management of the Fabian Summer
School be entrusted to a separate Summer School Com-
mittee, to be appointed in December of each year by the
Executive Committee as follows :

Four members chosen by the Executive Committee,
not necessarily from among its own members.

Two members nominated by the Executive Com-
mittee to represent the London members after
considering names suggested by the Fabian
Nursery and the various London and Subject
Groups, as reported not later than November 30th
by the secretaries thereof.

Two members nominated by the Executive Com-
mittee to represent the various University and
other Fabian Societies, after considering names
suggested by such societies as reported not later
than November 30th in each year by the secretaries
thereof.

The Secretary and Organizing Secretary as ex-officio
members.

| The Summer School Committee so appointed may

add to its number by co-option not more than two
other persons at any time during its year of office.

e L



3. That the Summer School Committee shall obtain
the approval of the Executive Committee for (a)its annual
estimate of expenditure ; (b) any supplementary estimates
that may become necessary ; and (c) the person whom it
is proposed to appoint as Director, together with the
general scheme of lectures to be arranged; but shall,
subject to these limitations, itself exercise the whole |
executive management of the School. ‘

4. That the invitation and admission of guests at any
meeting of the School, the duration of their stay, the
arrangements for lectures and other proceedings at the )
School, the appointment of the necessary staff, and all
housekeeping and other details of management shall be
entrusted entirely to the discretion of the Summer School
Committee.

5. That separate accounts be kept for the School,
which shall be presented by the Executive Committee to
the annual meeting of the Society, together with a brief
general report on its progress. Such accounts and
report, and any matter of administration for which the
Executive Committee is responsible, shall be open to
question or discussion at the annual meeting, or by due |
notice at any other business meeting of the Society.

6. That in the present year the Summer School Com-
mittee shall be appointed before Easter, 1911, and the
names suggested from the Fabian Nursery, the London
Groups, and the various University and other Fabian
Societies shall be sent in before March 31st, 1911.

7. That resolutions 2 to & above be recorded as by-
laws for the Fabian Summer School.
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—« “That the

present %?ohce of the Society as to forms of
address

discontinued and ‘the conventional
forms of address be used.”
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! 7 ’
: “That the Iixecutive
be asked to consider whether any changes in
olicy, organization, and method would tend to
increase the social fellowship of members, the
promulgation of Fabian tea.clung, and the quicker
seizure of political opportunities.”
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CONSULTATIVE MEMBERS. |

Anymember who has served on the Executive for ten years
and who has resigned his seat or completed a year of
office without seeking re-election, may be appointed by §
the Executive Committee a Consultative Member there-
of for the current year.

Consultative Members shall be entitled to attend the
meetings of the Executive Committee and to act as
members thereof in all respects except by voting.

/1 ~ ‘
5.  KNewn )"f - demheewon. Ysved (O an avaendment-
L

That the Societyis opposed to any departure from the
existing democratic method of government by a directly
elected and solely responsible Executive, free from any
advisory members.

/| 9 & . ) >
Py Lﬁwx TwWine eevnaddes . MM ;f‘u};wo

Y—aau Lwmen e Shlamed e dmmdmut
wihdeA  F - Yoavmer nalbicaove o Sycimn Mertul-
2 eUcd W

5, R @M wro  View 1’4/1:’..2,4«. e mem\
rowiede VoL Ma weiah /\”W"" St o
K owenmcwmenls + 93 apeomat . Me 4
YL owerrn ammonumet 4L yoowwe , Ot

Landl Ve WY Aameo 2o chme Yat lellrns yaned -
2 i o . 2 . [

AL .“W,‘})"l‘ v r' 2o » )%w g ;.M“ o We bhe Rt ;7'(4
\V b ) Z

ANAT W e A e :;a/ffb ﬂfox\ ‘t’ WYL MRy

AL "*‘f"’,( wvlbolnz -







';‘vf/‘

( A EH

q%uﬁfa, al L8, W m(\’i&a ).
oW "Fw:au.l !6?!'/_3;“,._ g4 ?
e

N i S foote e ol o

e W%%/ ’
~= dvewion M\N—@L vie Wik,
@,(gnc&,)w Danes | Q.%.WE&L,
s«.}rem Yt Fldan W WSl lpossa,
(/\/vuz»o M MM'LM\,L vl
arf .

/1//4347

(

M?M"du%b Ol 13, tqi O vl *W\zz/f/ﬁ».q
s 2l with e AL . Hhrwer Glacit
Gdiwd ow e XD~ 5 Wk

\‘i,l/ M) O(LC/LCIUL La{‘bi— “a "rww;;[g‘) la ack N k“;.ff—l;t§ P




Inadhons” ab Yo Nsrruih Hnll ons

‘-qu,'o(_@l/ 17“: Gl tqu.
b Q»Q-@»«,& PeE. ww loole thae elod
D . '-T--(\_L Marau | Lo W WL/L)‘/‘WWL

>. Tew Chranrviman @%/dww-vt Voal - 14}3‘1/1 >
Ww WO N\mu@/i’x e s Gockinis
“Gmmumessh 0WM.\~‘( Febdstin dimns,
T Vnide Lack Hoiad S Lo Qi place
,_»_.A/V a:/w(' wAlee ; . :

5 OJ«}X.’w.w S Loelined oo

I oo Tol e&é’p&wo, 5
vl

A J‘{vv.& Q/‘-«,LA-A:GV\, , 4 L,gv\).@:( {”\;v\v
q\,t,cw ‘\/\/‘M\.\L‘,’ ‘ 'L}fﬁ_, E\“O*ct.{_{ hﬁ M/
-+ Y?) - @’LA)&L W///:“VL- .

i

r -

e
™

=



S,
| :

( s e N
J qu dE Ve Mmeviiainl e . v )

4 ?LC;CM 17 ),,.,mr. 19

(54

~ o 4 \ 7 /i i’
. k .@ - K. sy o W AN

: & f 0 0) (] /LY ‘ :
C:’. n;/'u,c. t{,%-&d\, f,j,,_;.b w-; 71/' é/,.é_»{ I 2 'M.vkad/(;(,'pv,g

) o Bt AL g . 3 Py
y Qu u/CJL o "“'zl m f:».\’.l W otlunele By ik

we | A, NS, "4-«* Yudued 4 L R Y M
That thi. Meeting of the Pabian Soolety thanks
the Government for its proposal to grant a sum
of money for the prevision of school eclinios.
That i1t further thanks the Government for
the Education (Sehool and Continuation Class
Attendance) Bill introdused last session and
hopes that the non-contentious olauses raising
the age for partial exemption from 12 te 13
will be immediately realised, and all exemp-
tions under the age of 14 abolished as soon
after as possible.
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. That the following amendments to resolutions to be moved on
" behalf of the Society at the next Labor Party Annual Conference be
approved, viz.:
NaTIONAL INSURANCE BILL. |

On & resolution deprecating Labor Party action in supporting the
Government on the Insurance Bill, to omit all words after “ That "
in the first line and insert :

This Conference urges the Parliamentary Labor Party to continue
to demand from Parliament the reduction of the contributions pay- |
able under the National Insurance Bill by workers and by employers
with a view to their ultimate extinotion, .« -
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' SUFFRAGE.
Resolution.—That this Conference is of opinion that the enfran-
ochisement of all adult men and women should be included in the
next Blectoral Ref~ a Bill (and urges that the Party should lose no!
opportunity of pressing this upon the Government).
Amendment.—To omit all words after *Bill” and insert, ‘' and

deolares that no Bill can be acceptable to the Labor Party which
does not include women,"
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That in view of the statements in the letter of the Joint Com-
mittee of the Fabian Society and the N.A C. which appeared in the
Labor Leader of Dec. 8th, 1911, this meeting regrets that the Fabian
members of that Committee did not reveal to their oolleague of the
LL.P. the course of events that preceded the issue of the Manifesto
of the Fabian Reform Committee.
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That this meeting calls upon the Executive Committee to lay
before it forthwith the Agenda of the Labor Party Conference to be
held at Birmingham this montb, in order that the mzeting may give
such instructions to the Society’s delegates as i* may deem fit.
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That in view of the Prime Minister's pronouncement in re.
zard to the proposed Reform Bill, this meeting of the Fabian
Bociety declares that no measure will be acceptable which does
not include both men and women, and urges the Government
to introduce a genuine measure of Adult Suffrage, establishing
political equality between the sexes. It points out that as the
majority of the male workers is already enfranchised, and as
this majority is also a majority of our adult males, the intro-
duction of manhood suffrage will make little change in anything
except the machinery of elactions and the number of names on the
register; and can, therefore, be taken only as a formal and emphatic
denial of the suffrage to women in reply to their recent agitation.
Under these circnmstances the meeting pledges itself to support the

k- campaign throughout the country in favor of complste adult sufirage
without distinction of sex, and to do its utmost to discredit and
protest against the form in which the forthcoming Government Bill
has been forecast by the Prime Minister.
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l ‘ Q‘T‘—gwm 9 «“This meeti;lg' E—ither‘ declares that

‘ Gooestion put forward by certain sections of the
| }i]i?)e:afgl’ress tEn.t. Woman’s Suffrage should be made
the subject of a Referendum should be strongly opposed
on the ground that Woman's Suffrage is a question on
which it is impossible to take a poll of the persons who

are most vitally concerned therein.”
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of a committee to consider

That this nieeting approves of the appointment by the Executive
of the-—Fabinf

viz., that:

—

the following praposals[pf

1. At least thresmembers’ meetings (including the annual meet-
ing) be held every session, one before Christmas, the annual meet-

ing, and one in July. The
nitely called in the News
fact that members can and

attention of members should be defi-

Ppreceding the members’ meeting to the
are invited to move resolutions and ask

uestions of chairmen of the standing committees at such meetings.
uestions should be allowed to be asked without notice, but the
Executive should have the right to ask for delay in order to answer

the question,

2. The Fabian Conference should meet before the Labor Party
Conference. The agenda of that Conference should be laid before
it and the delegates thereto then elected.

The FABIAN NEws should deyote space for the correspondence
of members (with a space limit).

4. The Executive should as a matter of routine submit every
question involving Policy other than pure domestic to the members

at the members’ meetings.

5. Members standing for the Executive should have the right to
make a statement of their policy in the NEws, and on payment of
the net costs should have the right to issue short manifestoes or
| policy with the News, oralternatively that a special election number
of the FaBraN News should be issued for this purpose.

6. A summary of the decisions of the Executive, with the names
of dissenting members to a particular action, should be published in

the Nuws.

7. Members wishing to circularize their fellow members on ques-
tions affecting the policy of the Society should haye the list of

members and their addresse

s given them if they desire it.

8. Members of the Executive should be permitted to give lectures
on poliey to the Society. The standing order placing secrecy on
members should be repealed and secrecy, when necessary, specially

imposed for the occasion.

9. In order that the Society may be governed by its full comple-
ment of Executive members, on a vacancy occurring on the Execu-
tive a bye-election should thereupon be held.

o a)

j,gaZ.lq" v MM
Dordim Mawed s

243, " o) Ve Refovm Com® " M %, Seldsaun

Aaconded , o U a2 amumdmnk was adspled

EZWQM

'. %‘y-w%v‘:\la—

Heow  woiole oW/ /ML{ G Zil‘l‘:*/vx_.:;f'wx }lﬁx”’wlg

/ /

= p, T
v% ’L/:u' NMM//:}” AD MV‘.LM”L(,(‘& WELe 1) -4-(_{‘1!.

Wure Llervminaled .

%)«,/%Z/ 9-170>




T Ileon of 2 o Rl
%c““[w MW% MY‘G\M'/L

Miiae OMarmain | T. -%,‘7"«.&542’, KC.\CW,
S T Trare ¥ Bermard S an~—

= L):cwt ’
‘q.ﬂm&h

28° $ @ .

—



AT &LM“ b, Cavme. ached a opcedim
o Wik O Boik guon wiTie ap % Meackin Y

| (7%’-’6' five Coyp @ MM 5 dukee on the Roaslulza
: %@L’ Yt amediers ¥ aufetfent oy %uf%vg.
Qlomss. Wt , 18 R e Bernanl Pofoecs
Cont | auad o seply o Qehal] )Mo Sneculiie
oy falai W B vthad Ka Sw:.yé Rad dowe rn
ﬂ{/:/-wr(?, F A Uie Do ilive /vafﬂ,wJ¢ T
C!ow&?w@,:— b on e o ae Gwmeo.

—

M ‘H—Zn’v«j Y. Sebilotsssa Mam wauedl ¥ O ’:&*»ry'..

(
Daus . acedded

o sl " Liberal or Gonservative ‘Member”of Bariiument or
| adopted candidate be eligible to be elected or to be a member of the
. Fabian Executive Committee, g

..... i e




5, /CZ—%—M i, Mw%[ | He Oxecutin
@m@i MAWL A Al asn M?«_'LWM T—
Tk lews maltly declucs lrfo Rl
OV\%,/MM % Limck W M’Xﬂ— a{ﬂ&.
/g—c'euz:g' I clirpre AT WW
. dek © How wh Us sl oy A
Comialim mmdd Lo C,d\/t'\a«ﬁa Tt et
b a dder fellosed i selueds H
Amerndomank wews MW&( -
W.CQ . Cundrao | (i M
WX L aweon Do, - S/{e,/&&w Sanders
I?Z,UM\MCL W 'V@zwm;&ii @mfw&. h
n Mo Pthun acde Voo aplohiom wees
0 Rwrecolzd 4 W»W/ . Bucr
AU m, &LWM Yune A Q. THmas,
N Maaron ?-ZLQZUW/ . Ruowtkano .

{ g ; X y
il :&*&» e %QL’V *-m M H 'SM‘ Q At M'Wu
/ t:’W‘uN-T “f‘ W Azt W) coeVwed

S 1sL WlZs b € F. {(,__\_




‘ (atlzr
- C Fwnday Fobe 237 190,

L /. 'g/@lfb%m% ;CQW o8 SR8 A el
/ LTSS MmN L Wﬂ‘«@bﬁm{,
U

of .3. : /Z/l/w,p WW(- w'W/Cc_ Wad a ,héi‘/LLL
., oW /Z‘ofu&u/' Aia 4"’ V 800 1 4'1"4,,/;/
nodan S R Y \«—ﬂ AV
»7./«1/6»/(_:5%0 “a /(-/UL L uldq /J\\ L*C/ wse
l% \/k)"“&w./"/{; . ‘3 bl
-9 R Kr-lo” ?/ . wyeo
C./3. w _Mw , ';M’z %Lm, WS . Kod
;{ ; \xv«“vc’ l“"/%/ L’% /

-

/;/‘/a-/ /CL AL TN \.//v\/ /—”‘z”p.a gJ“ﬂL.('

/







((/(/7/
: , A ~f 7 )
Méuﬂ b ,] Scr ,,/’,r/(,/“,v;/ v /7 /2 ot Yy /)Zu’mﬂuz/
ﬁ) y z&Lz 4

e
(/
R

- \Tw %w/ww(zo W e Y ;.«'4’1/“0 e A

3 «LL WZ N M Gd m %’Lwlt—jfwwué’_;;‘-

‘CJ— 'b/\/v’l/VVWI &/‘f&% Ver/’LO’&,‘/\r ‘L(
e Cic

wa?/@m

&um I~
. P M Ve Wel L e ~7-

H . si{ztt wa & )MULM ‘Fe)vmaz nweehe wekecleo

S&r‘zcv/-vmo,
~ e
5. Ivchad ')A‘wa Glined o~ Vou Qaga Jm_
Lvﬁ/\’% e/ g.,:i T_/(/Ltv{.b ’Fw"‘ )wmc/ 9\
e A 1»\ N‘ﬂ co.
OJI/W“ Ve, H. T. ‘/* v/ ~/Q£/
fv*ov\, R), 1{ '7 J»A’A”O

L e
A ,mwwum\ :

'Y\A\.L.c'ax - %.D.\




7 W
ek Ww
AL/

i M
3 ‘(rmw e —cz
; Wuawds z
. Tl ok
.7 wvfdwa,

AWM A Wk
N ecwfme
r @Li:wm Weofm
q,’

}+
R
‘@ N
N
. Swan
A
S Sy
= - (Wt&,c
@MM mgm
W/u;\
\zf{(/;v:k-: . : 7 a : .::
'wam'ﬁtm A guek
b LS. 8 % 1’ ~
b ybwﬁ:}u’m M?'Euo/.
o g :
;tw? i A
%
ok

I
jwt
.Zwrd‘

%
7&




r&wL >

4. 0

3. QW&}WWN&ZKE&V KMW‘Y
7+ D. W)Iq/g!&cimh

C‘m‘i‘ el : -

That this meeting protests against the sentence of penal ser-
vitude and exile to Siberia passed by the Russian courts on Miss
Malecka, a British subject, solely because of hker political opinions,
and calls on the British Government to demand her immediate
release.
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3y F., J. Osborn, 1o the Chairman of the Firmanee and
Gonerul Pu'rvposes Jommit bee (Fnsor),

Whther cne of the Socinrty*s delegates to the Labour
Party Sonforeuce on the Natisnal Dwurance Dill last
year was a perscit Who had been & liiberal parliamentary
candilaivs a.‘l" wh~ was then prominently asscelated
with the Ldberal parity, and whether, in view of the

fact that such a ciremastanss is ealoulated to confuse
the prpular mind, he san give 2y agsuranee that the
Sosiety shall in “atlre be reprosented abt Labour Party
denferonces by supporters of ‘oho Lalsour Party only,
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Tho anawer 1o the first part of the questien is yes and
j te the second part neo.

By Jael Glbscni=

‘ ;\ Why was no acticn laken by the Exeeutive in eonmeotion
‘ vith the Mine 'Y‘F Strike,
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Because no propcsals for ac ticn vy the Soeiaty 1ikely
Tenefit 1’zhe miners were /i —itted tc the Executive
by any memker of the Society, official or cther,
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Beeing that the Fabian Society is linked up with trade unionism
in the Labor Party, that it be a standing instruction to the Execu- &a W— /,

tive of the Society, when appointing new members of the staff, to \}(
see: (i) That they are, or on appoint i diately b and

P remain members of their trade union; (ii) that their salary is at %
least 35s. per week for adult clerks, whether male or female; (iii) ol ’
that the other conditions of service are at least as good as the mini-
mum called for by their trade union. \ I ]
-

|

And that all persons who are at present employed by the Society
shall be paid trade union rates.
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X ition to the Annual Meeting, two private meetings shall be
he%g .odnd;t;;nthe first and one in the last quarter of each calendar

,
year.
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That this meeting instructs the Executive to arrange that on o:ill
publications, and on the official stationery of the Soclel'.y, tke words
“caffiliated to the Labor Party" be added after the title ‘* Fabian

Society."
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That this meeting regrets that the Executive Committee should
have broken the rules of the Society by refusing to call a special
meeting to discuss a specific resolution, duly demanded by upwards
of fifty members, in direct violation of Rule 8 (a) which provides
that “ When a requisition signed by not less than fifty members is
presented to the General Secretary calling for a private meeting to
discuss any resolution, the Executive Committee shall order the
resolution to be printed in FaBIaN NEws, and shall appoint for
the meeting the earliest convenient date thereafter.”
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That this meeting is of opinion that some authority must have
power to decide whether a notice of motion (a) comes within the
scope of the society’s work, (b) avoids attacking individuals by
name in any Way not sanctioned by the Society’s rules or practice,
and (c) is otherwise in order; that such authority must therefore
be empowered to refuse toinsert in FABrax News (pending a decision
by the Society on any principle involved) notices of motion of which
the publication might be libellous or improper ; and that the Execu-
tive Committee, elected by the votes of the whole body of members
is the right authority to exercise this power.

That this meeting endorses the cons.titution_a.l practice of the
Society which accords complete toleration to its members; and,
whilst reaffirming its loyalty to the Labor Party, to which party
alone it as a society has given support, it declines to interfere,
except us provided by Rule 12 (which regulates the expulsion of
members), with the right of each mgm})er to decide on the manner
in which he can best work for Socialism in accordance with his
individual opportunities and circumstances.

Leave out all words after ‘‘meeting” in line one to “and " in line
two, and after ““support ” in line four insert ‘‘considers that such
loyalty requires that the members of the Society should abstain from
openly supporting the Conservative and Liberal parties,” and leave
out all the rest, |
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4. That the following resolutions, already placed on

the agenda for the Labor Party Conference, be approved,

ViZ. : !

(@) That in view of the previous declaration of the Conference that |

no extension of the franchise from which women are excluded will

be acceptable to the Labor Party, the Conference calls upon the
Parliamentary Labor Party to press for the inclusion in any Franchise

Bill of women on the widest terms possible, and to make known to |

the Government that they will vote aginst the third reading of any|
snch Bill if women are altogether excluded.
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(b) That this Conference declares that no electoral Reform Bill
which does not make one local government franchise uniform
throughout the United Kingdom for men and for women, married
and smgle. wm be acceptable to the Labor Party.
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(¢) That this Uonterence urges the Parliamentary Labor Party to
press upon the Government the resolution adopted at the Albert
Hall meeting of the War against Poverty, demandmg legislation
next session to secure to every person a national minimum of civil-
ized life, by measures providing for a legal minimum wage, the
reduction of the hours of labor, complete provision for sickness, the
guarantee of a national minimum of child nurture, the prevenhon

of unemployment, the building of healthy homes for all, and the
abolition of the poor law.

R.D. W\/\o\—v/dm Aol . amen -
MMl on We o vyém ML"»; P o
/Q—a’]wm G;A/v‘v*a./% Tfmwm &V—wa—a.
‘%Jxm v‘\/viun, m»w( ”’dmz Nas  moria
:l—t/’lmw‘* & B aoluracon m_/g 2 N P

‘LL L‘f«d W.«,Jﬁ‘m WD ean Cb] Yoz A »'3 :
LA

b. Honu

\.MA,/QM% Ql b«ﬂzVV«%lM}V\v Nrgweol M. &
7 <0
*'g’&*j ‘ VUL ’I/V.,«ML— 4) e }V‘E—-ﬂy wM,( ’?/’3 =

C\A ‘/\«. “e ‘:’ """("»"1, 'A A 3 - ﬁ SANNAA s/6\~
2
,{, t:.u RY4 MTQJZV ﬂi« n llw ~M‘LL

.\"Lt L”/ \M :» 5Y J:u /L Ln, WA u /‘,ﬂ Q4 4,»77:-&{

\: Ar f\\u,wﬁw’?a ?r»u,fwvz Mm aw‘h* 1 :.s.-wt 'Q«ﬁ,,



v

/ kalZd Uaak Ve -

dfliedk Gl fu dalined in acticalls) ooy
%5 ew J w %L/e.ﬁoww(, Vaal= lew aovrae
AdX R woe o wowm aprecl DL v
']‘,ov,,p,;_i/ta o wih ! \ew Taldiaw (Qa,fdwm O
Larsadn Sodd & Wawy e awpprolal
K amemdinaids | H,M,:S‘Mwm. Moued A
ol dvmendinank Vol W 12008l 4k
adomidtid, WUL Ol Covfprence, s
%(’O%MJL o aze onclor . AmMtoe amemommenl
15 ddeds o Amels Y }W,Zu (. )
_@{m;ot o W RRid,
ML M 6:&0(‘" 8l & e

-

Qoo mras [Aul , P, O~ A G'G"J%&C/

/

"w-:.‘,o @ANUZIA -éL 57 WWr & 46.

Sj?( Bodd Y sk //m-?»vuuw oy

e - - -
g ARNTTNA  Ma s Morul s —
(@) That the time has arrived when the Fabian Society

should (irrespective of the exigencies of any Parliament-
ary Party) embark on frank and outspoken propaganda
of Socialism in the constituencies, as the only effective
answer to Laber unrest ; that the Executive Committee
be therefore invited to organize a campaign to explain to
the electorate what Socialism really is; that tracts be
prepared indicating sane and immediately practicable
measures of nationalization and municipalization (with
accompanying proposals for taxation of unearned incomes
and accumulated wealth).
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(5) That Fabians be given every encouragement by the
Soclety to stand for Parliament as Fabian Socialists in

constituencies for which no Labor candidate has been or
is hkely to be nominated.
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That this meeting regrets that the resolution put for-
ward at the Albert Hall on Oct. 11th, under the auspices
of the Executive Committee, contmned no reference to [
adult suffrage for women and men as a means with which
to war against poverty.
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"'hat this meeting expresses its indignation at the Parliamentary |
tactics which resulted in the withdrawal of the Franchise Bill and
nullified the Prime Minister's pledge to Suffragists, and is of opinion
that it is now incontrovertible that Woman Suffrage can only be
obtained by a Government measure. This meeting therefore calls |
upon the Labor Party to put pressure on the Government by op-
posing any extension or alteration of the franchise which does net | -
include women.
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to omit the
word following Governmen® in the sixth line, and add:
«by voting relentlessly against the Government ou every
oceasion until it introduces a Government measure for
Women's Suffrage.” '
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_ That this meeting cordially welcomes the movement of the Par-
liamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress—endorsed by

the Labor Party Conference—to extend the legal limitation of hours
to all workers, male and female, and calls upon the Labor Party in
the House to press the demand for a forty-eight hours week, and
also the passing into law of the amendments of the Factory and
Workshop Acts (already passed by the House of Lords), repealing
the section exempting men's workshops from its operation, and pro-
hibiting uncertified underground workshops for men and women
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Wi IThat this meeting of the Fabian Societv protests against
the iwgvadafini of ?Titish public 1life inv01vr1 in the
/ denial of free speech, the suppression of Newspapers

without definite charge, and the arrest of persons on
" 2 y : il
the ground that they mav comnlt a crime,
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That it is desirable that arrangements should be made to |
enable all the members to take an active part in the work of the
Society, in one or other of its b hes; and that b e re-
quested to indicate in which direction this work can be done.
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Tur Arrack ox Freepom or CoMBINATION.

A. That the Fabian Society, recognizing the enforced
suspension of something like a quarter of tae whole in-
dustrial activity of Dublin as a national calamity, con-
demns those employers who have revived the old weapon
of making it a condition of employment that a particular
trade union should be given up ; declares that whatever
may have been the conduct of the Irish Transport Workers
Union, no such attack on freedom of combination can be
allowed to be successful in 1913, any more than it was
in 1834, 1852, 1860, and at other periods of trade union
history ; and calls upon the Government to intervene by
formulating just and hLonorable terms of settlement of
the dispute.

Tre ConpITiONs OF PEACE.

B. That in the opinion of the Fabian Society it is not
in the public interest that any terms of settlement should
be proposed or accepted which do not

(i) maintain the full rights of all persons to belong
to whatever organizations they please, with whatever
leaders they choose to elect, and under whatever
titles they prefer ;

(ii) preseribe minimum conditions only (not maxi-
mum) in respeet of wages, hours, and amenity of
employment ;

(iii) secure at least a decent standard of life to the
| humblest adult worker whom an employer engages.
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C. That in view of the fact that it is the employers
who are refusing to agree to any settlement incorporating
the foregoing fundamental conditions, the Fabian Society
calls upon its members to continue to subscribe funds for
the maintenance of the locked-out laborers and the
women and children; and respectfully suggests to the
British trade unions the desirability of proclaiming a
national levy at the rate of a penny per member per
week until a settlement is reached, [

A PLAN OF SETTLEMENT.

D. That the Fabian Society suggests that the best'
settlement immediately practicable would be to adopt,
for all occupations in Dublin in which the normal wage
is under thirty shillings per week, the principle of the
Trade Boards Act, 1909, as follows : :

(i) A joint board to be created for all such low
paid occupations in Dublin which are still outside
the Trade Boards Act : :

(ii) representatives of employers and employed to
be at once elected for each trade, with provisions
ensuring that each occupation is adequately repre-
sented when its case is dealt with ;

(iii) the fullest recognition; without any exclusions,
of all trade unions and employers’ associations to
represent their members ;

(iv) the prompt determination by such a joint
board, as from 1st January next, of minimum condi-
tions of employment (not maximum) for each occu- |
pation ;

(v) a definite instruction to the board that every |
such determination shall secure, on the basis of
equal rates for equal work, without distinction of
sex or creed or union, a decent standard of life for
every adult worker employed, and proportionate
rates for young persons ;

(vi) the introduction in Parliament, at the very
opening of next session, of a Bill to ratify the action
thus taken, and to give to the determinations of the
Dublin board, as from 1st January, 1914, the same
legal force as those under the Trade Boards Act,

The Fabian Society respectfully suggests to the Prime
Minister the immediate proposal of such a settlement,
coupled with a promise by the Government to see it
through with the least possible delay, the withdrawal of
all attempted proscriptions of particular organizations or|
persons, and a general agreement for the instant rein-
statement of the workers without victimization or ob-
struction.

|




‘“ STRIKEBREAKING "’ A CRIME,

E. That the Fabian Society declares that, whilst em-
ployers and employed are, in any industrial dispute,
equally entitled to obtain financial assistance from out-
side sympathizers, the organized importation of * strike-
breakers” into an area troubled by such a dispute is a
violation of public decency, and ought to be made a
criminal offence as conduct calculated to provoke a breach
of the peace; and that in the meantime the Government
should intimate (as it did in the Newport case, with the
subsequent approval of the House of Commons) that no
expense will be incurred for police or troops to give
special protection to those who so wantonly provoke
publie disorder.

Tae GoveErNMENT'S TrRUMP CARD.

F. That if there is any obstruction to a just and honor-
able settlement the Fabian Society respectfully reminds
the Lord Lieutenant and Chief Secretary for Ireland that
it is their duty under the law to see to it that no person
in Ireland dies from insufficient food; and that if the
employers persist in refusing just and honorable terms of
settlement, it might be significantly explained to them
that it will be the duty of the Government to take steps
to ensure the grant of adequate outdoor relief to all the
destitute women and children in the North and South
Dublin Unions, so long as the dispute lasts, and by a
short Act of Parliament to prevent such exceptional relief
disfranchising the men.

That the Fabian Society draws attention t
; o th
that the long drawn out misery of the Dublin dispeuttea?:

forcible feeding of Women 1in prison has been resumed
because Parliament is not jn session. The Fabian Society

suggests to the public, now that M.

of Commonsg areppa,id salaries w&&emhers = thtehrfigguz?
out the whele year, and are constitutionally responsible
for supervising and controlling a greatly extended execu-
tive government, as well as for remedial legislation lon
overdue, that these Members of Parliament must be iu%
vited, whatever their party, to give up all inconsistent
engagements, and devote themselyeg regularly to an

| annual parliamentary session ten months long.
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< That the following amendments to resolutions at

e

, the Labor Party Conference be approved :
J\ A. Motion by the Executive Committee :
v In a resolution on Housing, advocating State aid to

local authorities, to omit the wo
to the Laborers Act (Irela.nd), 1880,” and insert in place
thereof ““in the form of an annual graut equivalent to
the greater part of any loss on housing schemes” ; and
, t to omit the last clause, which is “and giving power to
' working class tenants to recover damages from a local
authority for failure to provide houses after request.”

¥

rds ““in a similar manner
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conspiracy and incitement and that given to men guilty of similar

offences. It points out that whereas Sir Edward Carson has not
il been even arrested for unlawful training and drilling of armed men
My and open incitement to set the laws of the realm at defiance; that
whereas Mr. Lansbury, sent to prison for incitement to crime, was
released after two days imprisonment under the Cat and Mouse Act
and has not been rearrested ; that whereas Mr. Larkin, sentenced

- for sedition, was released after a few days; yet a vindictive policy of
insisting on the full term of punishment is being pursued towards
(L) suffragist prisoners. It points out that

Mrs. Pankhurst, after
serving four successive terms of imprisonment, amounting to
twenty-one days, hunger striking all the time, was rearrested before
she set foot on English soil; that Mrs. Sanders, for no worse
offence than being bookkeeper of the W.S.P.U., was sentenced to
fifteen months imprisonment, and has been released and rearrested
three times. The Fabian Society assures the Government that no
clearer demonstration could be given of the dangers of differential
treatment entailed on women by their present voteless condition,
L2 and suggests the desirability of pursuing in their case the policy
adopted towards Sir E. Carson, Mr. Larkin, and Mr. Lansbury;

and calls on the Government to pardon Mrs. Pankhurst and the
other suffragist prisoners convicted of conspiracy or incitement,
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- That the following amendment to a resolution at the Labor Party
Conference be approved :
In a resolution on Women’s Suffrage beginning “ That this con-
ference reiterates its demand that the Labor Party shall oppose any
Franchise Bill which does not include women,” to add after the

word ‘“ women” the words ““and declares that this shall apply to
the Plural Voting Bill.” ¥
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That for the future no parliamentary candidate be
nominated by the Executive, except in cases of extreme
urgency, without the sanction of the members of the
Society first obtained by means of a postal vote. 4
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That the Society, realizing that its function is primarily to under-
take research and thereby make available for propaganda the most
recent developments of industrial and Socialist theory and practice,
urges all its members, who are in a position to do so, to join the
Fabian Research Department, to give it their whole-hearted support,
both in time and in money, and to make full use of the material
collected by it.
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That the words “its function is primarily” in the first line be
deleted, and the following, ‘““one of its primary functions is,” be
substituted therefor.
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“ PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES.—Except in cases of
emergency, the Executive Committee shall not under-
take responsibility to the Labor Party for any parlia-
mentary candidate without the sanction of the majority |
of the members voting, ascertained by a postal vote.” )

The resolution was carried unanimously.
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Mrs. Sidney Webb reported on the work that had been
done in connection with Socialist unity, and announced
that the British Socialist Party had decided to afliliate
with the Labor Party. Following on this decision, al
United Socialist Council would be formed, representing
the I.L.P., the B.S.P. and the Fabian Society, for the
purpose of carrying on combined activities and co-ordin-
ating propaganda. W. Stephen Sanders gave an account
of the arrangements for the International Socialist Con-
gress to be held at Vienna during the last week of August
next. He stated that as 1914 was the fiftieth year since
the founding of the International, which took place in
London at St. Martin’s Town Hall in 1864, special pre-
parations were being made by the Austrian Socialist Party
in order to make the Conference an impressive one. The
Fabian Society had been allotted twelve delegates, but it

would be possible to secure a larger number should more
than a dozen members of the Society wish to attend.
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[ 5 / 2. The following was submitted to the consideration of
. the meeting by the Executive Committee :

The following resolution was passed at the Conference of the

Executives of the I.L.P., the B.S.P., and the Fabian Society, held

' on December 18th, 1913, at the request of the International Social-
ist Bureau: * That in view of the desirability of securing Socialist

unity on the basis of common action with the Labor Party, this

Conference requests the representatives of the three bodies to lay

before their members the question of putting forward a proposal to

the Labor Party Conference in 1915, permitting any candidate who

may wish it to describe himself as a Labor and Socialist candidate.”
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That bye-law I. be deleted, and the following substituted :

The management of the Fabian Summer School shall be entrusted
to a separate Summer School Committee, to be appointed in Dec-
ember of each year as follows:

Four members shall be appointed by the Executive Committee
from its own number, and one member by each of the follow-
ing bodies: the Women’s Group, the Nursery, the Research
Department, the Education Group, and the University Soci-
alist Federation.

One member shall be elected by the representatives of the other
local Fabian Societies at the Annual Conference in July, and
shall become a member of the Committee in the ensuing

| January.

The General Secretary of the Society shall be a member of the
Committee ex officio and shall be the secretary of the Com-
mittee. 3

The Manager of the School shall be appointed annually by the
Summer School Committee, and shall be a member of the
Committee ex officio.

The Committee shall elect a chairman from its own number,
and shall have power to co-opt not more than three consulta-
tive members, being members of the Society, or of a local
society, who shall have no vote.
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That this ting wel the t of the fi ti
of & joint committee between the Fabian Research I‘I.'l):lpuhnent,uﬂ
the Labor Partysfor the publication of a Labor Annual as a develo; |
ment of that work by which the Bociety can be most valuable to the |

Labor and Sociglist movement. p
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That this meeting, recognizing the valuable work accomplished by
the Women's Group and the Research Department, recommends the
formation of a joint committee of the two bodies for the purpose of
preparing & report on the problem, * Labor after the War,” with
special reference to:

(a) the return to industrial life of men with the colors;

(b) the consequent displacement of emergency labor ;

(c) the value of social and industrial experiments initiated
during the war.
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That this meeting calls upon the Executive of the Fabian Society
forthwith to invite the co-operation of other Socialist bodies, both in
this country and abroad, and of such other democratic bodies as are
in agreement as to the ultilmate futility of war, in organizing at the
earliest oﬁ:portuna ta paign, national and internati !
to stop the war and to secure a Peace on & basis of compromise
which will be agreeable to the principles of international Socialism ;
seeing that no results to be expected from the decisive victory of
either side can justify the crime inst h ity ily in-

\volved in the prolonged continuance of the present struggle. .

W&d/ /4, motlerin - |

at, in view of all the circumstances of the case, the present is
not a suitable moment for initiating any international campaign to
stop the war,
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In view of the political and industrial activities of other sections
of the Socialist and Labor movement, and of the need for a distinct
organization which shall undertake the study of contemporary
Socialist and Trade Union problems, both practical and theoretical,
the object of the Fabian Society shall be to carry out such research
and propaganda based upon it.
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That the word ‘“special” be inserted between the words “the "
and ““ object "' in line 5.
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Thatd the Basis be abolished, and the following new Rule be
adopted :—

The Fabian Society consists of Socialists, and forms part of the
national and international movement for the emancipation of the
community from the capitalist system. ‘
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That the fifth paragraph of the Basis, which runs as follows, It
these measures be carried out, without compensation (though not
without such relief to expropriaved individuals as may seem fit to
the community), Rent and Interest will be added to the reward of
labor, the idle class now living on the labor of others will necessarily
disappear, and practical equality of opportunity will be maintained
by the spontaneous action of economic forces with much less inter-
feronce with personal liberty than the present system entails,” be
omitted.
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/ That the first paragraph of Rule 12 be deleted, and the following
substituted :— I
) Every candidate must sign a statoment that he accepts and is in
agreement with the rules of the Society. J
A Fabian shall not be a member of, or publicly support the j
Liberal or Conservative parties, and shall stand for Parliament only
\ under the auspices of some section of that movement of which the 5
Society has declared itself a part. /
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LORD HALDANE ON EDUOCATIONAL
NEEDS.
———

Lord Haipaxe, addressing members of the Fabian
Society at the Essex Hall last night, said the war was
'oing to make a profound change in this country. It
had not yet been realised what it would mean to have
‘to pay interest on what rmil:t be a debt of four thou-
eand millions. We should a changed people. Life
would have to be much simpler. We should not have

great accumulations in capital or the tremendous
will of our business intact. We should have in a
h begin the world a, .mi::;d we had not equipped

or a start. 0 been trading on our
’-aion, and we were going to be put to the test as
mrbefere He felt like Christian urging his neigh-
bours to fly from the City of Destruction because he
mht it was a city of destruction if we remained
erent to educational needs. If we were to ot
out of l!:.k:.to must l;:lrl;vo better tg our" ::uheru i{
would see t meounge to © very hi, h
qualifications and paid according to them 8
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“That the Executive Committee be instructed to
appoint a Committee to consider and report on the
Political Constitution of the British Empire and inci-
dentally of modern Empires generally, as instruments of
the social reforms advocated by the Fabian Society, in-
cluding the proposals in its recent reports on International
Government, and dealing specifically with the question
of hereditary as opposed to electoral qualifications for
public office, and with the merits of the various forms of
republican government which are superseding the mon-
archical forms. The reference to the Committee shall
inelude further the form of government which should be
imposed on or offered to the free choice of any new States
set up as a result of the war, and the question whether'
such a State, in the event of its declaring for a monarchy,
should be restricted in its choice of a sovereign.”
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That this meeting of the Fabian Society regards as
inadequate the concessions announced by the
Government in their regulations under the De-
fence of the Realm Act for censuring leaflets re-
lating to the war, and protests against the
measures taken to restrict or suppress the expres-
sion of opinions concerning the present war or the
future peace with which the Government may
disagree. It further records its conviction thast,
since the Allies are fighting against coercive

H methods in Germany, proposals for limiting the
expression of free opinion in this country are il-
logical, and must be resisted by all who believe in
liberty.
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The Ennual fbeeting. 1919,
'.This was held at Essex Hall on Friday, May 23rd.
Bir Sydney Olivier was elected to the chair.f,—/
The adoption of the Annual Report and Accounts was
moved by the Hon. Sec., and after a discussion on para-
graphs relating to the L.C.C. elections, and the prepara-
tion, sale and distribution of literature, the motion was

agreed to unanimously. Sidney Webb, on behalf of the
Executive, moved the following motion :

That the Society’s Rules and Byelaws be
amended as follows :

Rules.
(Members of the Executive to vacate seats after
four absences.)
Last line but one, insert after ““deemed,” ‘“upon

a resolution to that effect being passed by the
Executive Committee.”

Rule 5. (Two business meetings to be held.)

At end add: ‘“Provided that if due notice of
any proposal is not given for any such private
meeting, it need not be held.”

Rule11. (Sanction of members’ meeting to undertaking
responsibility for parliamentary candidates.)

After ‘“emergency” insert : *“ And apart from
any action in connection with any specially
subscribed Parliamentary Fund.”

Rule 3.

Rule 17. (Members in London areas shall be divided
into groups.)
Line 1, omit the first word (the). For *shall,”
substitute *“ may.”
Byelaws for Local Societies, etc.
III.A. (The Provinces.)

Omit No. 4. (Requiring periodical Conferences.)

(Local Groups.)
1. (Executive to form Groups.)

Line 2, omit *“ shall endeavour to,” and substi-
tute ‘“ may."”

Line 3, ““and such groups may be formed.”

III. B.

Regulations for Annual Conference.
Omit the whole.
Summer School Byelaws.

| I (Delegates from the Executive Committee.)

l

(

Omit * four " and substitute * seven.”

Omit ¢ the Nursery, the Research Department
. ...and the University Societies affiliated
to the University Socialist Federation.”

Omit * One member shall be elected by the re-
presentatives of the other local Fabian Soci-
eties at the Annual Conference in July, and
shall become a member of the Committee in
the ensuing January.”

The items were put separately to the meeting, discussed
and carried without opposition.

Sidney Webb, on behalf of the Executive, moved :
That the following be substituted for the existing
Basis of the Society : =
Basis. W@f 1 11‘(‘(

The Fabian Society consists of Socialists.
berefore aims at the reorganisation of

S |l el

b
—

trial Capital from individual ownership, and the
flum~"=" vesting of them in the community for the genera
,{444 benefit. In this way only can the natural and
M,,l“" acquired advantages of the country be equitabl
‘ﬂ’/ shared by the whole people.

wﬂ,u’ The Society accordingly works for the extine
1l tion of private property in land, with equitabld
* consideration of established expectations, andj
due provision as to the tenure of the home and
homestead ; for the transfer to the community
by constitutional methods, of all such industries
as can be conducted socially ; and for the estab:
lishment, as the governing consideration in thel
regulation of production, distribution and serd
vice of the common good instead of private
profit. i

The Society is a constituent of the Laboug]
Party and of the International Socialist Cond}
gress; but it takes part freely in all constitu
tional movements, social, economic and political ]
which can be guided towards its own objects
Its direct business is (a) the propaganda o
Socialism in its application to current problems
(b) investigation and discovery in social, indus¥$
trial, political and economic relations; (c) thel
working out of Socialist prineiples in legislation]
and administrative reconstruction ; and (d) the
publication of the results of its investigationg
and their practical lessons. i

The Society, believing in equal citizenship off
men and women in the fullest sense, is open to
persons irrespective of sex, race or creed, who
commit themselves to its aims and purposes ag
stated above, and undertake to promote its work?

The mover explained that the existing Basis contained)
phrases which were out of date and no longer accurate,
and that it was necessary to have a clearer and morg
precise statement of principles, aims and methods of the’
Society. |

Le-

st

The Rev. N. E. Egerton Swan moved the following]
amendment:

To insert in line 15 after “ as can be conducted
socially,” the following words: “for a steadily}]
increasing participation of the organised workersf
in the management, both central and local, of
such industries.” §

He stated that unless the Basis contained a declara-
tion on these lines, it would not reflect the newest andb
deepest aspirations of the workers, who were now resolved’
to secure, above all else, a definite share in the control of !
the industries in which they were engaged.

The amendment was seconded by Fred Hughes,
supported by Walter J. Read, and opposed by Bernard
Shaw and H. Snell. i

The amendment was then put to the meeting and wag
lost, 13 voting for and 34 against.

The motion was then discussed paragraph by para-§
graph, and a discussion followed, in which J. Katz, the
Rev. Stewart D. Headlam, Miss Hankinson, Mrs. Boyd}
Dawson and others took part. Sidney Webb replied,
and the motion was then put to the meeting and carried,
three only voting against it. ‘

It then being ten o'clock, the last item on the agenda,
a discussion on the Future Activities of the Society, was
Y SRR Y. o s 4 members' m g < b
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The confirmation of the New Basis adopted on May
23rd, 1919, was moved by E. R. Pease. The New Basis
is as follows :—

The Fabian Society consists of Bocialists.

It therefore aims at the reorganisation of Society by the
emancipation of Land and Industrial Capital from indi-
vidual ownership, and the vesting of them in the com-
munity for the general benefit. In this way only can the
natural and acquired advantages of the country be equitably

| shared by the whole people.

The Society accordingly works for the extinetion of private
property in land, with equitable consideration of estab-

| lished expectations, and due provision as to the tenure

| of the home and the homestead ; for the transfer to the
community, by constitutional methods, of all such industries
as oan be conducted socially; and for the establishment,
as the governing consideration in the regulation of pro-
duction, distribution and service, of the common good
instead of private profit.

The Society is a constituent of the Labour Party and of the
International Socialist Congress; but it takes part freely
in all constitutional movements, social, economic and
;olitica.l, which can be guided towards its own objects.

ts direct business is (a) the propaganda of Socialism in
its application to current problems; (b) investigation and
discovery In social, industrial, political and economic
relations ; (¢) the working out of Socialist principles in
legislation and administrative reconstruction; (d) the
publication of the results of its investigations and their
practical lessons.

| The Society, believing in equal oitizenship of men and women

in the fullest sense,is open to persons irrespective of sex,
race, or creed, who commit themselves to its aims and
purposes as stated above, and undertake to promote its
work.

The mover explained that the meeting could confirm
\or reject the new Basis, but could not amend it. The
Rey. N. E. Egerton Swan, J. Katz and Basil C. Bunting
lopposed the motion to confirm, which was supported by

ernard Shaw, Sidney Webb and Wm. Stephen Sanders.
The motion was then put to the meeting and carried by
34 votes to 7. As the necessary majority was in favour
ihe new Basis was confirmed.

The Common Room.—Dr. Lawson Dodd moved, on
ehalf of the Ixecutive: * That the Common Room be
»nlarged and throw open to all members of the Society,
und that a Common Room Fund be raised to meet the

accommodation, and it was hoped that this would make
it not only more useful to the London members butalso the
ctountry members of the Society. Funds would still be

l Business Meeting.

| This was held at Essex Hall on Friday, December 12th.
F. W. GaruToN was elected to the chair.

e Muruides /Mam?, helo orv 227 1929 wwore)

‘innual cost.” The mover stated that it was proposed to | were constantly asked for by all kinds of organisations,
/add another large room to the present Common Room |and the request could not always be complied with. A

|the object of training members to become lecturers.

|meeting closed.

required to maintain the institution, and the present mem-
bers of the Common Room would be asked to oontinuel
their subscriptions as contributions to the Fund to be
raised, and all members using the Room would be invited
to make an annual contribution in addition to their sub-
seription to the Society. After discussion the propogal |
was unanimously approved.

The International Socialist Congress.—Sidney Webb
gave an account of the present position of the Socialist
International, in which he stated that it was proposed to
hold an International Congress at Genevain February next. §
This might, however, be postponed until the following
July. The position was complicated by the fact that the §
Italian Socialists had decided to join the Third Inter-
national founded at Moscow. The attitude of the
Socialists in several other countries was uncertain. But
in any case the Geneva Congress, when held, would be
an important gathering, at which the Socialists of the
chief western nations would be represented. The Fablan
Society would be entitled to three delegates. Reports were
being prepared for the Congress on political machinery
of Socialism and on Socialisation. The speaker also
referred to the terrible conditions prevailing in Central
Europe, especially in what was left of Austria.

The Activities of the Society.—The General Secretary
gave a short report of the work of the Society since
March 31st last. He stated that the most striking
development had been in connection with the Bookshop,
the sales of which had increased by more than 50 per
cent. above those of the same period of 1918. The King's
Hall lectures, just concluded, had established a new
record in public interest and in the sale of tickets. The
circulation of Book Boxes for the past eight months was
three times larger than from March to December, 1918,
and was already considerably above that of any complete
year since the Book Box scheme had been instituted. The
demand for the Hutchinson Trust Lecture Courses was
far greater than could be supplied. On the other hand,
although the membership of the Society was inereasing,
the growth was not in proportion to the development of
the activities of the Society. He suggested that the
members might endeavour to recruit members. There
wag a shortage of voluntary lecturers. Single lecturers

Speakers’ Class would be opened in the New Year, with

After questions on t, r?oxt had been dealt with the
7) 7
A /‘L“/// cle )

<. ‘5-, D,




Aoy 41903

N AT o

(ﬂeu_e/ HNavtens
o S //i WDodeds, ¥ - Mavelor
Qir. R, Yease

23(1] %0




CH|/537

./%u&/n/f/a/ bssear Joall .om Friday

,‘/CI/MW{ 227 1420.
1) 0K Grase lovk the clan

4

(J’Ux VfJLiﬂw fed Avthe/ CUn/l/l//nc%{.:

” )
(=~

" eNatwrmalbwalcow o Howeinng”
and o deaewyoion followed in dheely

/V'/ﬂacl’wﬁ J”fgajlon/ /’/A/ (/a/rLdmA votheno Look

/l(l"lj.
/,.q‘_r &Lk /) /\./\l



d%a&)ny; ot Bpaoas Soatl
ngmw%y/ 1% 1620.

(1) Waliw Hakew took #e chain
2) J/{l eMenwdes “W“’"fw’“‘”b
(3) Atthun Ineenwoord beclivieds orv

d%l/ c/ra}w;wéfwlwn/ ol the ,%/Wn/l'f
Jand a diseuceon follvwed 4 whiel g./? .gﬂwa,
H.J dardeno | anothed boak park.

el




éfdfﬂ%‘ .»‘27'-/ 1920,

§

! [ (]6 Inell tocti e l'/AaA/I/

i

2) Jhe Mirutea wene confomed.

d (Dav,/ﬂma/cbn' & %uonaéfz/»)alwn/
and. a dieewesiorn {ollowed. v whield .[L&nh; /}/‘A/’,
Jlawold andwworu, Wldanders W7 o aply 3 }}\fégmp.,,./,
tjaé’/rm,au( d hraws, YA Harsl Benal Josliand

vy




() /Ld/rw% Well ook the chain.
(2) J/i:y Mirnudes wene) confumed,.

(3) Aloctine ow ANalimabnatiorw o Soito and
read M/f%ﬁmdmdmx] and a
dia ecedion, fotlowed im whichy Homand
Shaw, FN bGalion, Jff/ym/wm,, b E Wittinoon
b. A Mulln +#hie chanimar ﬁ)ov/r/uub[
,fﬂ & \\ i\:L/\ N , "1 ‘ﬁ -

4




) .
¢ )/

/a
Mol 267 1620

(1) A7 u%ajll//ceZd/ Look e claow.

(&) T Munudded were cConfovmed

@) Alectune on " (aboun YSotibics in Armeniecas
ad guerw .0”7 5‘/7,/ :.}t/ah‘ﬁ{/e/ raduecnzecorn
fo{[’owfaﬁ o biticl, JSIenand Saw and

ZO Hepten /,Ja,/i'z(:& wd Aovk park.




(@ |\eo

Aol 2% 1g20

() Boanand, Hicuwr fouk Hio ehicins

(2) Je Monutes wowe confonmed,

(9) d'/wogaumm/rumwwmaced/’ﬁa// /fﬂéflém/
Janderd ‘4“‘“‘“‘?““0 m?WmA’M,.,;,oA,,,
and that FWyaMMMUWWWlMWAA
place.

Mz }faljamzw and a divcusaion
whichs B B Soace, Wllephon Jardors, WV %@A’Mn/
f,@auy Nemd ﬂtwwd Aeanand Hhow Fook pank.

/4 /\f (¥






















