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JUNE, 1900.

TEXT For THE MoONTH: “I AM THE LIVING ONE.”— Revelation 1, 18.

Whitsun Day. Service 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. Lord’'s Supper at Noomn. Children’s
Service, 3 p.m. At Institute, Sunday ‘School, 9.45 a.m.

Bank Holiday. )
At Institute, Maternity and Shoe Club Payments and Sunday Scholars’ Library, 12.15 to

12.45 p.m. -
Churchings and Baptisms, 2.45 p.m. (by Notice to Verger). In Church Room, Service, 8 p.m.

Trinity Sunday. Service 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

stitute, Sunday School, 9.45 a.m. and 3 p.m.
In Church Room, Mothers’ Meeting, 2 p.m. ;
At Institute, Maternity and Shoe Club Payments and Sunday Scholars’ Library, 12.15 to

12.45 p.m.
Churchings and Baptisms, 2.45 p.m. (by Notice to Verger). In Church Room, Service, 8 p.m.

Lord’s Supper at Night, At In-

lst Sunday after Trinity. Service 11 am. and 7 p.m. Nord’s Supper at Noon.
Collections for Honesty. Churchings and Baptisms, 4.5 p-m. (by Notice to
Verger). At Institute, Sunday School, 9.45 a.m. and 3 p.m.

In Church Room, Mothers’ Meeting, 2 p.m.

At Institute, Maternity and Shoe Club Payments and Sunday Scholars’ Library, 12.15 to
12.45 p.m. '

Churchings and Baptisms, 2.45 p.m. (by Notice to Verger). In Church Room, Service,
8 p.m.

At Institute, Rumma‘ge Sale, 7 p.m,

2nd Sunday after Trinity. Service 11 am. and 7 p.m. Lord’s Supper at Night.
At Institute, Sunday School, 9.45 a.m. and 3 p.-m.

In Church Room, Mothers’ Meeting, 2 p.m. ) i
At Church Room, District Visitors, 10.30 a.m. At Institute, Maternity and Shoe Club

Payments and Sunday Scholars’ Library, 12.15 to 12.45 p-Li.
Churchings and Baptisms 2.45 p.m. (by Notice to Verger.) In Church Room, Service, 8 p-m.




Fune, 1900.

HYMNS.

Hymns—June 3, Whitsun Day, a.m., 474,
267 ; p.m., 244, 253, 154 (Sankey), 499.
June 1@, Trinity Sunday, a.m., 33, 490;
p-m., 34, 354 (A. & M. 3rd tune), 197.
June X'9, 1st after Trinity, a.m., 299 (tune
989), 290, 218 ; p.m., 116, 525, 252, 412.
June 24&, 2nd after Trinity, a.m., 524, 185 ;
p-m., 264, 148, 198.

IMPORTANT.

The date of the Rummage Sale has been
fixed for Friday, June 22nd, at 7 p.m., at
the Institute. We believe it will be a good
one. Admission will be by tickets ouly,
which can be obtained of the DIistrict
Visitors. Twopence must be paid at the
door and the tickets produced. No change
will be given at the door. All goods will be
marked at low prices, and the proceeds given
to the Church Expenses and New Organ
Fund. Members of the congregation and
other friends are requested to rummage dili-
gently for all articles that they can spare.
But we do no¢ wish saucepans with holes
burnt through them, nor mere fragments of
jugs and basins which can hold nothing in
them ! Things may be sent to the Institute
(key at 238, Liyham Road), but where neces-
sary a van will be sent for them, if notice
is given before June 15th to the Manager,
Miss Cooper, “Ashbrook,” Tierney Road,
Brixton Hill, or to the Viear.

Missionary Boxes should be sent for the
quarterly opening to Miss Girdlestone at the
Sunday School, or care of the Viear, not
later than Sunday, June 10th.

Mr. T. L. Corbett writes to us as follows:
“The Young Men’s Bible Class which meets
in the Church Room on Sunday mornings
at 10 o’clock, under the presidency of Mr.

Edmonds or myself, commences on Sunday,
<0th May, a series of Papers on ¢ The Young
Men of the Bible.” The subject is an in-
teresting one, and we trust may prove a
helpful one.

“ My object in writing to the Magazine is
to assure all young men who care to join us
of a cordial welcome, and to ask the help of
your readers in making the time and place
of our meeting known to any young men
of their acquaintance who are not already
members on Sunday mornings either of this
or of the Institute Young Men’s Classes.

““The Papers arranged for the next few
Sundays are : —

20th May - ‘David’ - Mr. Turner.

2Fth. -, - ‘“Jonathan’ Mr. Gaskin.

3rd June. Class does not meet,

bOth 0= ARgRl* &L "My Gilbert.

17th ,, - ¢Absalom’ Mr. Shaw.”

RECENT NEWS.

The Viear took his spring medicine of a
visit for eleven days to the English Lakes on
April 30th. The weather was rather bad,
but he had one or two good climbs. A good
deal of snow was still upon the higher
mountains.

~_ The last “Popular Evening ” of the
7 season was held on April 23rd, when the

Entertainment was given by the Sunday
School, under the arrangement of Mr. E.
J. Bishop. The address on * David and
Goliath ” was given by Mr. P. Freke; and
both he and Mr. Bishop were suitably
thanked by the Viear. Present, 191.

X The season terminated with the largest

attendance of the year, some 500, more or
less, managing to cram themselves into the
Institute on the occasion of the Band of
Hope Entertainment. The first part con-
sisted of living pictures, and the second part
of an operetta, in which the children ac-
quitted themselves most creditably. In ac-

cordance with the express wish of Misg’

Luckhurst, no votes of thanks were given, but
she, and all those who worked so hard and
gave up so much time, as well as the actual
performers, deserve very great praise for their
successful work, and thoroughly earned the
thanks of the whole parish.

The Sunday School Cricket Club has re-

commenced, and has opened the season well

by gaining two successes. The first match

was played at Clapham Common on May
6th.  Score :—All Saints’, 97 ; Crescent
United, 46. The chief honours rested with
S. R. Smith, 19 runs, and P. Freke, 12 runs;
8. Rockell took five wickets for 21 runs,

On May 12th, they played against Starkie
United at Raynes Park. Scores:—All
Saints’, 64 ; Starkie United, 26. E. Bishop
made 42 not out, H. G. Elkington took six
wickets for 10 runs, and J. Stevens three
wickets for two runs.

In connection with the war in South
Africa, we again had special services of in-
tercession of Sunday, April 29, with suitable
hymns. The Vicar preached in the morning
from I Corinthians xv., 25, on the certainty
that the Lorp JEsus is reigning now, amid
all the changes and chances of this life; and
in the evening from James v., 16, upon the
greatuess of the force of prayer in the affairs
of this life, when rightly used; at 8.30 p.m.
he preached again, to men only, from
Luke x., 42, upon the words “ One thing is
needful ”; there was also a good attendance
at the Holy Communion at 4.5 in the after-
noon.

RELIEF OF MAFEKING.

The news reached London on Friday,
May 18th, that Mafeking had been relieved.
It came through Boer sources, and was not
officially confirmed until the following Mon-
day; but caused intense satisfaction here
and throughout our country and colonies.
The story of Mafeking is so interesting, and
is likely to stand out so permanently. in
history, that we give, in hopes that it may
be useful to our readers, some notes of the
Vicar’s sermon on the subject on the morn-

ing of Sunday, May 20th. Taking from the) .

Gospel for this day his text (Johr xvi., 32).
he spoke to the following effect : —The relief
of Mafeking (although not yet confirmed) is
to-day in the thoughts of every ome of us
The greatest interest is felt in i*s heroic de-
fenders throughout the civilised world ; and
the greatest admiration is expressed for them
and their gallant chief. The one point which
attracts us all is their indomitable pluck.
This is conspicuous owing to the following
circumstances : they were few against many;
their foe was brave, wily, treacherous and
relentless ; they had few and simple weapons
and defences to oppose to the best modern
weapons ; they suffered from short allowance
of food, and from the ravages of disease in
their confined quarters; the siege was pro-
longed beyond all their or our expectations ;
they were alone, cut off by enormous dis-
tances from our forces; they were unselfish,
each caring for all, the weak, the young, the
helpless natives, were all fed and provided
for; they were cheerful, hopeful, and en-
during, and never lost faith that af last we
should come to their rescue.

It is such a combination of points, the
having all of them fogether, that makes their
courage so admirable! so astonishing! It
is quite true that in enduring the siege they
were best serving their own interests and in-
juring those of the enemy ; they were moved
with loyalty to their own country and
friends ; they were pursuing the path of
glory ; and they had not expected or volun-
teered for their long privations; but all this
still leaves their display of courage as quite
the most remarkable scene in this terrible
war.

To us, to our colonies, and to the civilised
world, it has been indeed a display —Mafe-
king is the stage, the world the theatre, in
which this drama by heroes has been acted ;
while we at our ease have watched and
listened and waited. For our race the in-
terest has been supreme, for it is British
pluck on whieh we have gazed. And now,
it seems, the play is done; Mafeking is re-

lieved, and the reward is won.




What then should I, as a minister of
Curist, say to you by the Word of the
Lorp on all this? What would the Heavenly
Fataer (Who has given to men this splen-
did gift of courage, and the scarcely 1.ess

HY‘precious gift of appreciating, admiring, loving
2575 -and striving to imitatate such courage), what
June w,u1d He have us think ? Surely He would
P-.; open our eyes to see in this story a great high
June yoaq that leads us straight to Curist. The
289), nobler thoughts and feelings which the hero-
June jsm of Baden-Powell and his followers call
P-I., forth may fit and help us the better to.re.ca,ll,

to understand, to love, and to strive to imitate

the only worthy Leader of all heroes, the
Lorp Jesus CHrisT. Let us use these days

of rejoicing to look afresh at that old yet

. ever new drama on the stage of the Holy
%8¢, T 2nd 5 with the oradle of Bethlehem on the
o lone gide and the ascending cloud of Olivet
* on the other, and in the very centre Geth-
Whi(_} semane, and the cross and the grave. If

Vis there we ¢ consider JEesus” and lay the
door{= 7"

elements of His courage along with those we
have thought of to-day, He stands out
“chiefest among ten thousand and altogether
lovely.” He was not few, but One a.n“d
alone; His foes exceeding all others; H;s
weapons not of this world at all ; His bodily
needs overwhelming, “in fastings often;”’ His
conflict, all His life long ; remote from home
“ He came down from Heaven ;”’ wunselfish!
we recall “ His great love wherewith He
loved us ; ”” cheerful ! “alone, yet I am not
alone . . . be of good cheer;”” hopeful!
enduring ! belivving ! This is, wit.hout a
flaw, the story of Jesus. And, unlike t'}.le
heroes of Mafeking, nothing of self came in
at all. It was not for His own interests He
fought, it was “for us men and for our
salvation ;7 it was not for His own country
and friends, it was ‘ while we were yet
enemies; ”’ it was not in the path of glory,
it was in the way to shame (and the brave
feel shame) that He went to public execu-
tion, to hanging on a cross. (They say

will —
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Major André, now buried in Westminster
Abbey, faced his death manfully until he
came in sight of the scaffold, when he gave
way, for he was sentenced to be hung, not
shot).

When we try to follow out the story of
the courage of JEsus, our great Leader and
Captain, I cannot doubt that, if our hearts
be true and we be not bent upon sin, we
shall fall down before Him with the out-
burst of deepened conviction and worship
“My Lorp! and my Gop!” and that in
giving Him the tribute and crown of our
love and devotion and lives, we shall esteem
it as nothing at all when weighed with His
infinite, His adorable, courage, endurance,
and love.

ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF
ALMS.

The difficulties of wisely giving alms are
very great, and call for a Christian’s prayer,
insight, and common sense. Alms often
foster idleness, lies, and hypocrisy ; and
discourage industry, thrift, and good manage-
ment, and create jealousies; however care-
fully they are distributed.

In administering alms from the offertory,
the Vicar gives to a few aged people a small
weekly allowance of food; sometimes he
gives to the sick a single gift, or helps con-
valescents to get change of air; and at
Christmas he distributes a considerable sum
in coals and flannel. These alms he almost
always gives, after consulting the District
Visitors concerned, and through their hands.
But he takes the sole final responsibility for
these alms upon his own shoulders, and, not-
withstanding all his pains, he no doubt often
makes mistakes.

The District Visitors, on the other hand,
also gives alms out of the District Visitors’
Fund (an account of which, as of the offer-
tory, is to be found in our annual parish
reports). For these alms they use their own
sole discretion, never consulting the Vicar

about them. This plan cultivates in them a |7

sense of their own serious responsibility in
this difficult matter. The Viear only sug-
gests (with no controlling voice) which dis-
tricts do not require to share in this fund,
and advises beginners in the work, and
occasionally consults with the Treasurer as
to the several proportions in which the
District Visitors (according to the poverty
of their districts) should draw upon the
fund. He also undertakes that the Treasurer
shall not be out of pocket at the end of any
year, by supplying any deficiency from funds
under his own control.

But he thinks that as the District Visitors’
Fuud is, and, in his opinion, should be, used
at the sole personal discretion of the District
Visitors, it ought to be supported by the
donations of its friends, and ought not as «
rule to come upon public funds, such as the
offertory, for its support. The District
Visitors’ Fund is badly off at present, old
subseribers have removed or died ; and new
subscriptions would be welcomed, which may
be sent to the Treasurer,” Mrs. Dawson,
“Zinal,” Palace Road, Streatham Hill.

The Vicar begs the honest and industrious
poor also to help the Distriet Visitors and
himself in their difficult task, by doing all
they can to promote a healthy public opinion
on the subject among their neighbours, and
by bringing up their children to see plainly
how disgraceful a thing is deceit in this
matter, how grievous a wrong it inflicts on
the honest, and how very seriously its exist-
ence diminishes the flow of gifts which would
otherwise freely pass from the richer of Gon’s
children to their poorer neighbours in times
of accident, illness, old age, and bereavement.
There can be no doubt that many genuine
cases of need go unhelped, not through any
lack of kindness of the richer, but simply
through the difficulties created by the mean-
ness and hypocrisy of the professed but
sham needy; while these gain so little, so
very little, for the sale of their character and
conscience and self-respect, in the shilling
or two for which they sell them !




REV. H. CURTIS, M.A.,

Vicar of Church of the Ascension, Balham.

Photo. by Webster Brothers,
4 Porchester Road,
Bayswater, W
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Dames and Addresses of Diocesan and Parochial Officials.

The Lord Bishop of Rochester :
The Right REv. EpWARD ‘IAuBoT, 1. D
Bishop’s House, Kennington Park, S.E.
The Suffragan Bishop of Southwark :
The Right REv. HuvysHE YEATMAN, DD,
Dartmouth House, Blackheath Hill,-S.E.
The Archdeacon of Kingston-on-Thames :
The Venerable CHARLES Burney, M.A.,
S. Mark’s Vicarage, Surbiton.
The Rural Dean:
The Rev. ]J. Hasrocu Porrer, M.A,,
Holy Trinity Vicarage, Upper Tooting.
The Vicar:
The REv. HuBerT CuRrTIs, M.A.,
The Vicarage, Malwood Road, Balham Hill.
The Assistant Clergy :
The Rev. S. G. J. Arivurt, M.A., 24, Cavendish Road.
The REv. J. PownNALL OweN, M.A., 29, Cathles Road.
Churchwardens :
Mr. W. Sucg, Pontivy, Nightingale Lane, and Mr. F.
Hawmirton, 4, Lysias Road.
Sidesmen :

Mr. AnstEY, 23, Cautley Avenue.

Mr. BromHEAD, 13, Alderbrook Road.

Mr. Crisp, The Lawn, Balham Hill.

Mr. Fairrax Brooks, Rochfords, Balham Hill.

Mr. FRrANKLIN, 4, Narbonne Avenue.

Mr. EWEN, 34, Estcourt Road.

Major-General Girrorp, 14, Byrne Road.

Mr. G. J. GreEN, London & County Bank, Balham.
Dr. Ker, Tintern, Balham Hill.

Mr. W. S. Warp, 44, Lessar Avenue.

Organist and Choirmaster :
Mr. A. AnrtoiNe, A.R.C.O., Waverley, Alderbrook Road.

Verger :
Mr. Francis, 75, Alderbrook Road,

3
SERVICES AND MEEFINGS

As at present arvanged for the Church of the Ascension.

SERVICES IN CHURCH.

SUNDAY.
Holy Communion 1st Sunday in the Month - 7i& 8ia.m,
. "5 2nd and 4th - - - 8 & 1r a.m.
o 5 3rd and s5th 5 - 8&9.45 a.m,
Mattins and Sermon - - - - - II.a.m.
Children’s Service - - - - - - =1 13,30 pents
Evensong and Sermon - - - - - - - 7 p.m.

WEEK-DAYS.
Mattins (except Wednesday, Friday and Holy Days) - 4.30 a.m.
Evensong (except Wednesday) - - - - - 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY.
- - - 8 p.m.

Evensong and Sermon

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY.
Mattins and Litany - - - - - - - IT a.m.

HOLY-DAYS.

Holy Communion 7.30 a.m.
Mattins - - - - - - - - - II a.m,
Evensong - - - - - - - 5 p.m.
HOLY BAPTISM.
Any Sunday at 4.15 p.m.
Week-days—after any Service except Evensong on Wednesday.

CHURCHINGS.
Before any Week-day Service.

SERVICES IN HALL.
For Children—after Sunday School in the Morning.

DISTRICT VISITORS’ MEETINGS.
In the Vestry every last Friday in the Month at 10.30 a.m,

COMMUNICANTS’ MEETINGS.
In the Church after notice.

MOTHERS® MEETINGS.
At Parochial Hall every Monday at 2.30 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ MEETINGS.
Every alternate Friday in Vestry at 8 p.m.

CHOIR PRACTICES.
Every Thursday evening at 8 p.m.

MISSIONARY GUILD MEETING.
In the Church every 1st Wednesday in the Month after Evensong.
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6
CHURCH WORK,

S Compared with last year the number of Communicants
Services: has slightly increased, a proof, I trust, of the growing stead-
fastness of many of you in the grace of true religion. The
clergy, however, have sometimes to note with sadness the
falling away of some who used to be most regular in
their attendance at the Altar. Some who used to come to
our Communicants’ Services seldom, if ever, come now.
Holidays or some other special circumstances have caused
them to break through the good habit, and the Festival of
¢ Easter alone seems to rouse them to a sense of their privileges.
. The same may in a measure be said of our congregations on
‘;1 Sunday. There is a want of regularity amongst strong and
ghealthy people. Bad weather is, I fear, often welcomed as
{ an excuse for non-attendance at Church. During the last
>year we have suffered much from wet Sundays, and these have
told their tale. The congregations have been thinner than I
have ever known them, and the strange fact about it all is
‘that those who live but a short distance from the Church stay
saway, while those, who live a long way off, come. To my
mind, what I have stated, points to a want of earnestness in
religious matters, to a growing disregard of the Apostle’s
precept, applicable surely, I might say especially, to public
worship on the Lord’s Day—* not forgetting the assembling
of ourselves together.”

I feel it my duty in no complaining spirit, but in all
Christian love to touch upon these facts, and to leave the
consideration of them to those to whom they may apply.

As regards our Services generally I believe they are
acceptable to the great body of worshippers. The musical
portion of them if not elaborate, is well rendered, hearty and
reverent, owing in no small measure to the untiring industry
of our Organist of eighteen years’ standing, and to those
members of the Choir who so kindly and constantly give their
help in leading the praises of God.

Clerical
Staff,

Missiong
Room. #

5
i

Relief of
the Poor.

7

For further details as to the comparative results of our
ministerial work, I would refer you to the Tabular Statement on
page 4, by which you will be able to perceive an exact account
of our whole situation and judge for yourselves.

At Christmas the Rev. P. Leith Tomkins severed his
official connection with us, and is now in a more responsible
sphere of work at Lewisham. His place is taken by the Reyv.
T. Pownall Owen, who is already known to some of you, and
will, I am sure, be cordially welcomed by you all. My old and
valued colleague, the Rev. S. G. J. Allnutt, has entered upon
the sixth year of his ministry here as Senior Assistant Curate.

As I indicated in my last Report this has not proved
attractive as a place of worship, and I accordingly think it
advisable to abandon it as such, and to keep the principal room
for the use of the members of the Working Men'’s Slate Club,
for Bible Classes, and other occasional meetings. In lieu of
the Services here, we propose to hold at stated times Services
in the Parochial Hall. The Rev. S. G. J. Allnutt conducted
a most successful series of Lantern Services during Advent,
which were largely attended, and I have great hopes thag
such, periodically given, may prove a greater lever towards
Church-going on the part of our poorer brethren than any
other means we may adopt.

The Building, as stated last year, is useful for other
things. The upper rooms, not only afford living accommo-
dation for the Assistant Nurse and her aged mother, but form
an admirable centre for the Parish Nurse to keep all articles
that are required for the sick room. As regards financial
matters I am sorry to say that the deficit of last year has not
yet been replaced by a balance to the good, and I am the
unfortunate Treasurer.

PASTORAL WORK.
In the earlier months of last year there was less call for
relief than usual, but the immense amount of sickness during
the latter months caused a heavy drain upon our resources,
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Fortunately we have been able to meet it, and close with

a balance to the good. In view, however, of the ravages of

influenza, I am afraid that by the time you get this Report this
{ will probably be exhausted. During the year £3 gs. 4d. was
| spent in wine and brandy ; 989 relief tickets given ; 337 pints
| of beef tea distributed ; and £10 18s. 6d. expended in sending
%convalescent cases to Bath, Droitwich, and the sea side.

‘F”“l’x;g""?s Besides gifts in clothes £82 16s. 6d. was sent in cash.
' Of this sum £43 10s. 9d. was spent in helping 98 families (a
few terrible cases of illness I relieved with substantial gifts of
| money), and the balance transferred to the credit of the

* District Visiting Society.

e There has been a great deal of illness in the parish, and

| several trying cases of cancer and consumption involving an
A

unusual amount of attention and care. Consequently Nurse
Marion and her Assistant, Miss Warsley (who, I am glad to
say, has proved herself a very able and useful ally), have made
between three and four thousand visits during the past year.
It is a wonder to me how the parish existed so long without
a resident Nurse. She is not only a helper of the poor, but
in many indirect ways she assists the clergy in their ministra-
tions, and I cannot ask you to support an institution which,
I honestly believe, is more beneficial in every way. Owing
to the successful Sale of Work conducted by the Ladies’
Working Party, I am happy to say that the funds shew
a large balance to the good, and if the subscriptions amount
to as much as those of last year, we shall have enough
to carry us along for some months to come.

34‘22?5525 These have been well attended, and are almost self-
N\ supporting. I must express my regret, and I am sure that
I\ of all the members that we shall soon lose the help of Mrs.

' Leith Tomkins, who has taken so much interest in this and
other works in the parish. Her loss will be a real one, and

while lamenting her departure I can only wish her God speed

in the good work which she is sure to undertake in some

other neighbourhood.

9

Maternit i i i i
Sonel Thirty-six married women have during the past yecar

availed themselves of the benefits of this Society.

Needle-
work
Society,

Eight hundred and sixty-nine garments have been sold,
and 143 women employed during the past twelve months, I
{\ am sorry to see that the subscriptions have fallen off, upon
which alone the Society has to depend for paying its workers.
The demands amongst poor women for earning a little in
this way are very great, but the Society is obliged to ¢ cut its
coat according to its cloth,” and has accordingly been forced
to refuse many applicants for work, whom otherwise it would
have been only too glad to have employed.

Pasochial The Hall is in a flourishing condition. We have been
fortunate in letting it very well, and the few, who have kindly
kept up their subscriptions, have enabled the Treasurer to
show a balance to the good. I am sorry to say we are losing
as Treasurer, the valuable help of Mr. G. J. Green, who has
shown his interest in the Hall for some years past, and done
a considerable amount of detail work in connection with it.
Major-General Gifford has kindly promised to take his place,
and I trust, that under his management, matters will be
carried on as happily and satisfactorily as heretofore.

gggi"éd;m The deposits collected by the District Visitors amounted

?\to £461 10s. 9d., and the bonus paid on such £43 11s. 2d.

§ The Balance Sheet on page 26 will show you the various
details. There is a slight deficit. May I ask for increased
subscription for a Society which helps the poor in the best
way, viz., by making them help themselves ?

g"ﬁ;gfet One hundred and sixty-nine blankets have been lent to

}’\ g2 families.

gme Some 200 working men belong to this. The weekly
( " payment is 6d., and several have received as their right in
times of illness 10s. a week. The share-out at Christmas

was larger than it has ever been before, viz., £1 3s. gd. per

member.
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As 1 intimated last year this has done its work. The
opening of the Public Library and the establishment of Chil-
dren’s Libraries at the two large Board Schools supply all
that is needed in the way of literature. I have accordingly
handed over the slight balance in hand to the Mission Room;,
which, amongst our institutions, was mostly in need of help,
and propose to give the books to some poor parish situated
in the destitute parts of the Diocese.

Work in connection with Temperance has been chiefly
confined to the members of our Band of Hope. The ¢ Im-
provement Classes,” conducted by Mr. Way, have proved a
great success, and the children seem to be interested in them.
It is impossible to talk about Temperance every week, but we
occasionally have a meeting for that purpose, when the
advisability of Total Abstinence for Young People is urged,
and the virtues of moderation and self-control inculcated. I
wish we could find some kind friend enthusiastic in the
to revive the work, which, I fear, is

bh)

¢ Temperance Cause
greatly needed, not only amongst the men, but also
amongst the women of our parish.

It is a great satisfaction to me to be able to report that I
never knew the Schools in better order or in a greater state of
efficiency. This is mainly owing to Mr. Ravenhill, to whom
we owe a debt of gratitude, for the interest he has taken in
the Schools as Superintendent. His labours would be greatly
lessened were he always sure the Teachers would attend

regularly, or if unable to be present on a given Sunday would -

let him know early in the previous week. In saying this I do
not wish to undervalae the services of our Sunday School
Teachers. When many of you are comfortably seated at
your firesides they are labouring in the Word and Doctrine,
and endeavouring to fulfil the Master’'s Commission to His
Church—* Feed My Lambs.” We still want more (at least
eight) ot these self-denying men and women, and I only wish
I could get a few of the younger people I see before me on
Sunday to come and help us in this way.

1T,

cible Miss Mickley has kindly undertaken to conduct the
Young Men’s Bible Class on Sunday afternoons at the Mis-
sion Room. I have great hopes that many of the lads who
have been under her influence in the first-class at the Sunday
School, and have outgrown that stage, will join, and that she

will have a large and interesting class.

The Rev. S. G. ]J. Allnutt is thinking of reviving the
Young Women’s Bible Class at the same place on some week-
day afternoon or evening. Any who have young Domestic
Servants, whom they would like to join, should communicate
with him.

{;\;‘gri]ji;g I must congratulate the members of the Working Party

Party. on the result of the Sale of Work held in aid of the Parish
Nurse Fund. The Sale realised the large sum of £87, and
when we consider that this was the outcome of some £18
spent in materials, we can understand the taste that must
have been displayed in the choice of patterns, &c., and the
amount of work that must have been bestowed on the various
articles. The Ladies’ Working Party seems to thrive not-
withstanding the lapse of years since it was started. The
members are most united, and I take the opportunity of
expressing my sense of the valuable help they have constantly
rendered, not only to the Parish, but also to the Diocese, in
the amount of money they have been the means of raising for
various objects, both here and elsewhere.

Dordde One hundred and sixty-four garments were made during
\,’_‘the year, and sent to the poor parishes of Camberwell and

South Wimbledon.

s The Branch of the League in connection with our Parish

\
Minister- . S, : :
ing | ©is not as flourishing as it was. Children grow up and cease

322252?'%0 be members, and their places are not taken by others. I
am afraid many of our well-to-do brethren do not grasp the
objects of the League, or they would encourage their little
ones to belong to it. The main intention is to teach children

to be thoughtful for others. No better virtue or one more in
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keeping with the example of “ The Friend of Little Children ”

can be implanted in young hearts than that of unselfishness.
This the League fosters by encouraging its members to give
some of their pence to support the Cot at the Home for
Destitute Children at Ottershaw, and to make useful and
pretty things which are sent to brighten up the inmates of
our Hospitals and Workhouses. If any parents wish to know
more about the principles and methods of the League, I will
refer them to the General Secretary of the Clapham Common
Branch, the Rev. S. G. ]J. Allnutt, who will give them all
information. In a district which includes so many young
families there ought to be at least a hundred members, which
number might be easily doubled.

SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH BOTH AT HOME
AND ABROAD.

Our gifts to outside objects have surpassed those of last
year. I am glad to record this, as a narrow parochialism is the
bane of the Church of England, and we are apt to forget that
we belong, not only to one particular Parish, or even to one
Diocese, but to the Church of our Lord, established through-
out the world. To be mindful of this fact is an incentive to
us all to realise our membership in the Body of Christ, and
to reflect upon the statement of S. Paul that * If one member
suffer all the members suffer with it.” To relieve this suffer-
ing, whether physical or spiritual, is the privilege of all

according,

as God has endowed us with great or little wealth.
In keeping with these remarks it is satisfactory to report
[ that £71 1s.7d. was sent t6 the Hospitals through the Metropo-
| litan Hospital Sunday Fund, and £48 19s. 8d. to the spiritually
' destitute of South London, through the channels of the
Rochester Diocesan Society and the South London Police

Court Mission.

As regards Foreign Missions we have contributed £25,
chiefly to Missionary Work at Delhi, in which we, as a
Parish, are more particularly interested. But besides money

I3

intercessory prayer is needed for those who are still ¢ lying
in darkness,” and I am grieved to notice the apparent
failure of what I had hoped would have been a bulwark of
strength in this direction, viz., * The Missionary Guild.”
The members seem sadly to forget the service on the first
Wednesday Evening in each month,

CONCLUSION.

I have endeavoured to keep this Report to the details of
our Parish Work, and have purposely avoided referring to the
troubles which have beset both Church and State during the
last few months. But I cannot be unmindful of them, and as
we enter upon another year let us pray that God may direct
all things to a right and lasting issue. The year is pregnant
with events of the greatest importance. As Citizens, there-
fore, let us all strive to be found loyal, dutiful, patriotic. As
Churchmen let us pray to be kept humble, faithful, consistent.
And if it please our Heavenly Father that we reach the close
of the year in peace and prosperity, to His Name alone, we
will ascribe the praise and glory.

Believe me, always
Your sincere Friend and Pastor,

HUBERT CURTIS.




Choir Fund
Curates’ Fund
Mission Room

District Visiting Society ...

Parish Nurse

Maternity Society...
Needlework Society
Parochial Hall

Provident Society...

Temperance Society

Sunday Schools

Ladies’” Working Party

Rochester Diocesan Society

Those who are willing to subscribe to one or more of the
above-named objects of Charity, will assist the Vicar very
much if they will kindly signify the amount they propose to
contribute towards each, and enclose the whole to him, if
possible, early in the year.

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION,
BaLuam HirLr, S.W.
Fanuary, 1900.

N.B.—The Collector will call in February for Subscriptions to
Decoration Fund, page 31. Subscriptions to the various Treats will be
called for in the Summer.

[P.T.0.




SUMMARY OF VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO
VARIOUS OBJECTS DURING THE YEAR (8gg.

Poor Fund, including Christmas Gifts
Choir Fund, including Trzat
Curates’ Fund..
Ladies’ Working Party ..
Maternity Society
Needlework Society
Parish Library. .
Provident Society
Sunday Schools, including Treat. .
Mission Room—Subscriptions and Offertories
Easter Offerings
*Offerings for Church Expenses ..

Temperance Society

Decoration Fund

Parish Nurse—Subscriptions and Offertories
Sent to objects outside Parish
Sale of Work ..

* The Churchwardens are unable ty publish a statement of these ‘expenses in this Report
as their accounts have to be made up from Easter to Easter. An audited Balance Sheet is
published in the Parish Magazine after the Easter Vestry.
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IN ACCOUNT WITH THE CHOIR FUND.

Treasurers—TRE CHURCHWARDENS.

Berrey, Mrs. ..
Bourdas, Mr...
Browne, Capt.
Churchill, Mrs.
Crisp, Mr. ..
Curtis, Mrs. C.
Dow, Mrs.

E. M. X
Franklm Mr
Grantham Mr.
Gurney, Mr A
Hall, Miss (the late)
Hall, Miss F.. .
Hamilton, Mr.
Harrington, Miss
Hett, Mr.

Hughes, Mr. ..

Ker, Dr. 5
Kesterton, Mrs.
Kesterton, Mr. E.

-
(X

L
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I0
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0000000000000 0 ™

Knox, Sir Ralph

Liddell, Mr. .. ¢
Lidiard- James, Mr. .
Mackrell, Mr.

MSESG? : 50
Ravenhill, Mrs 50
Ravenhill, Mr. T.

Roberts, Mr. and Mrs.
Ridsdale, Mr. 5
Ronson, Mr. ..

Simpson, Miss E.
Simpson, Miss ]J.
Saunders, Major

Suge iV Ice SR 00 -
Worsfold, Mrs. (the late) ..
Wersfold, Mr. T. €.

L
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0000000000000 O ™

-

£41

-
o

Balance Sheet for the year ending December 31st, 189qg.

RECEIPTS.

Subscriptions
Offertories

Paid by Churchwardens ou.t

of Church Expenses

RECEIPTS.

Balance from last year
Offertories
Balance

£ s d
ATERTEN O
35 14 5
B3 @ i

£781 4

\
|
|
J
|
|

EXPENDITURE. £ s. d.

Payment to Boys .. o D & it
i Altos .. S22 BIE G
Tenors 78 TOM G

Music and Printing, &c. T2RS N6

£78 16 4

Examined and found correct,

H. FRANKLIN, Auditor.

WEEK-DAY CHOIR.

£ s. d.
SRIORSS
& IG5 A
2D

Ziz2arilo

Stipend to Sub-Organist

EXPENDITURE. £
20
Payment to Boys 2

sod.
o o
0 ©

£22 1 o

Balance due to Treasurer.. £z 7 5

Examined and found correct,

H. FRANKLIN, Auditor.

IN ACCOUNT WITH CURATES’

Appleby, Mr...
Anstey, Mr. ..
Bayfield, Mrs.
Berrey, Mrs. .
Berry, Mrs. ..
Blanchard, Miss
Bourdas, Mr.
Brehmer, Miss A.

Bromhead, Mr. V. G

Browne, Capt.
Cawston, Miss
Chance, Miss..
Churchill, Mrs.
Crisp, Mr. ..
Curtis, Mrs. C.
Dow, Mrs.
Drower, Mr. ..
Eck, Mr.

E. M.

Farrant Mrs
Flemmg, Miss L. M.
Franklin, Mr.
Grantham, Mr.
¢ Gratitude ”..
Green, Mr. ..
Griffiths, Miss
Griffiths, Mr. H.
Gurney, Mr. ..

Hall, Miss (the late) ,

Ha]l, Miss F..
Hamilton, Mr.
Harrington, Miss
Hett, Mr.

Hicks, Mr: .
Hill, Mr. A. B.

N

wn
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)

FUND.

Hughes, Mr. ..

Ivey, Mrs. ..

Jeffree, Mrs.

Kennedy, Mrs.

Ker, Dr. s
Kesterton, Mrs. e
Kesterton, Mr. E. R, °
Knox, Sir Ralph
Liddell, Miss.. S
Lidiard-James, Mr. ..
Lindsay, Mrs.

Lloyd, Miss ..
Mackrell, Mr.

M. F. G. o
Moftrey, Mr. ..

Morris, Mr. F. H.
Pearman, Mr.
Ravenhill, Mrs. e
Ravenhill, Miss M. ..
Ravenhill, Mr. T.
Ridsdale, Mr

Roberts, Mr. and Mrs
Ronson, Mr. . 5%
Saunders Major
September 22nd

Shaul, Mrs.

Simpson, Miss E.
Simpson, Miss J.
SlcelsVins S

bugg, W% o 5c o
Worsfold, Mrs. (the late) ..
Worsfold, Mr. T. C... A
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£I31 8 o

IN ACCOUNT WITH MISSION ROOM, PICKETS STREET,

Anstey, Mr. ..
Barrett, Miss. .
Bayfield, Mrs.
Berrey, Mrs. ..
Blanchard, Miss
Bourdas, Mr...
Browne, Capt.
Churchill, Mrs.
Curtis, Rev. H.
Curtis, Mrs. C.
Dow, Mrs.
Drower, Mr, ..
Barnan,lYlre ee

Flemmg, Miss L. M

Franklin, Mr.
Grantham, Mr.
Griffiths, Miss

£ s. d.

OHOOOOHHHHOMMOOODO

10
5
10
10
o)
I
10
o
o)
(o
I
10
10
10
5)
(o)
10

(o)) (e):(e) (=] (o)) ()=l (C] o) [e] (=} (o) (o] (e]iio))(=) o]

|
|
|

Treasurer—THE VICAR.

o @«

Gurney, Mr. ..
Hamilton, Mr.

Knox, Sir Ralph
Last, Miss ..
Mackrell, Mr.

Morris, Mr. F. H.
Pearman, Mr.
Pontet, Miss ..
Ravenhill, Mrs.
Ravenhill, Mr. T.
Ridsdale, Mr.
Saunders, Major ..
Simpson, Miss J. ..

OOOHHOOHHOOOO%
=W O

000000000 oy &

]
@) (@ ©F 1=

1?/




20

Balance Sheet for the year ending December 31st, 1899.

RECEIPTS. £ s. d
od Ael @ (9
ol 230 Rent

By Subscriptions ..
,» Offertories in Church
,» Offertories in Mission

Room .. oA TT
Balance from Parish lerary 36
Balance

£56 15

EXPENDITURE.
Balance due for last year

Gras s

Rates and Taxeq
Repairs

Coals n
Caretaker

8

Balance due to Treasurer

Examined and found correct,
H. FRANKLIN, Auditor.

3
55 8)
AR
o: I3

£ s d

T2
ik 7 5 G (6}

TS
16 10
TOMNO)

(6) ()

£56 15 8

SEEIES

IR CCOUNT S WITH: DISTRICT VISITING -SOCIETY.
Treasurer—THE VICAR.

£ s

I0
(0]
i

Barrett, Miss..
Blanchard, Miss
Bourdas, Mr...
Brehmer, Miss 1.
Browne, Mrs. P.
Burton, Miss ..
Churchill, Mrs.

Crisp, Mr.

Farrant, Mrs.. d
Flemmg, Miss L. M.
Griffiths, Miss A
Haes, The Misses
Hall, Miss (the late)
Hughes, Mr. .. %
effree Mrs.v
Kesterton, Mrs.

IO
I0
5
I0
I
10

OHOOHOOOMHMWMOOOMHHMKDO

OO0 000 OO0 O0O0O0 o™

Kesterton, Mr. E.
Last, sts o
Lidiard- James, Mrs.
Mackrell, Mr. 5
Pontet, Miss AR
Ravenhill, Mrs.
Ravenhill, Mr. T.
Roberts, Mr. and Mrs.
Saunders, Major
Simpson, Miss E.
Slee, Mrs. = .. e
Worsfold, Mrs. (the late)

7
ja R

=
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=
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Balance Sheet for the year ending December 31st, 1899.

RECEIPTS. £ s. d.

Balance from last year ol 2
Subscriptions.. o 5o 2
Offertoriesis <145
Balance from Xmas. fot% .+ 40

EXPENDITURE.

Relief in Bread, Coal, Milk,

Meat and Money .
Wine and Brandy
Printing and Postage
Surgical Aid Society
Blanket Fund o
Treat to Mothers 5
Interest to Slate Club

SS103

Expenses in connection with

Harvest Festival ..
Balance

£233 4 4

Balance in hand

|

S 1 @ e |

Examined and found correct,
H, FRANKLIN, Auditor.

-

I
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LAl

£

ALB €L

Bairett, Miss..
Blanchard, Miss
Browne, Capt.
BuclkiVirs i
Lhurcl1111 Mrs.
Collins, Miss .
Cooper, The MlSSCb
Curtis, Mrs. €. ok
Eck, Mr.

Ewen, M, ..
Freeland, Mrs.
Freeland, Miss
Goldman, Mr.
Greenfield, Mrs.
Griffiths, Miss
Gurney, Mr. .
Hamilton, Mrs.
Harper, Mr. S.
Harrington, Miss
Hawkins, Miss
Hughes, Mr. ..
Jackson, Mr. and Mrs
Jones, Mr. A. S. :
Kesterton, Mrs.
Liddell, Miss. .
Liddell, Mr. ..
Lindsay, Mrs.

21

CHRISTMAS FUND.

EaSs
Mackrell, Mr
Mann, MlS
Mason, WGEs 5
Moffrey, Mr. .
Morris, Mr.
Pendray, Mrs.
Pickering, Miss
Pitt, Mrs.

f

|

|

!

\

|

|

! Rldgdale Mr..
j Rowlstone 1VIrs
|

I

|

\

-
OUUNNOO0OO0OOUVINOOOODO®

Ronson, Mr.
Saunders, Major

-

ShaulSSV s
Smlth Miss ..
Slgg, VI
Ward, Mr. W. S.
Wightman, Mrs.
Wilkinson, Miss
Wilson, Mr. W. J.

-~
OQOOVIONODMDwW

-

Worsfold,Mr. BRC S
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1
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Pontet The i\’ilsses
Roberts, Mr. and ’\/Ir.s.

Simpson, The Mlsse's'

Worsfold Mrs. (the .Iate)

£

2 O
Qi1 (6]

I0
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o
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o
7
o
I
2
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o
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o
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I
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£82 16

Balance Sheet for the year ending December 31st, 189q.

RECEIPTS. L st

By Cash

Coals .
WIEATE o
Grocery
Money

SIS 2N16) 6 ,
|
} Blankets
!
f

Transfer to District Vlsmng

SoCiety &

,{82 16 6

Examined with vouchers and found correct,

H. FRANKLIN, Auditor.

GIFTS IN KIND.

Elkington, Mrs.—Tea and Sugar.
Measom, Miss—Clothes.
Wightman, Mrs.—Clothes.
Anonymous—Clothes.

EXPENDITURE.

40 3

oooooooooooooooooooocoooc?‘

(o))




IN ACCOUNT WITH PARISH NURSE

Anstey, Mr. ..
Barrett, Miss. .
Bendall, Mr. ..
Berrey SMrs.
Blanchard, Miss
Bourdas, Mr..
Brehmer, Mrssj
Brehmer, Miss A. ..
Bromhead, Mr. V. G.
Browne, Mrs 18, 5
Cawston, Miss
Chance, Miss..
Churchill, Mrs. i
Cooper, The Misses. .
Crisp, Mr. .. :
Curtis, Mrs. C.

Day, Miss

December 30th

Dow, Mrs. ..
Drower, Mr. ..

Eck, Mr. o
Ewen, Mr. (’g8)
Farnan, Mr. .. o
Flemi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>