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SOVIET RUSSIA: A NEW CIVILISATION

Introduction

The Empire in Dissolution (1900-1917).
The Czardom and the Court.
A corrupt and pedantic Bureaucracy.
The Nobles.
The Merchants.
Foreign Capitalism.
The Growth of a Proletariat.
The Hungry Peasantry.
A superstitious and licentious Church.
The Revolutionary Movement.
The Advent of the Polshevicks.
The Debacle of the Great War.
The Revolutions of February & October 1917.

PART I.
Social Structure.

Chapter I. The Soviets: The Origin of: Federal 
ILCCO Guo, The -Executive. State, 

• , W'200-u ‘ —J/lrusts.
Constitution.

Republic & Municipal

n

n

II. The Trade Unions
III, The Consumers Co-operative Movement:

IV
V

The

The

Association of Owner Producers:
Communist Party: /4crou : 7

PART II
Social Activities.

"1 VI. The General Plan.
" ■ VII. Industry.

" ‘ VIII. Agriculture.
" IX. Transport & Communications.
n X. Trading: Home & Foreign. .
n XI Social Services: Health, Education, Research, 

Leisure, Athletics etc.
" XII. Police & Defence: Foreign Affairs.

PART III
Social Theory.

” XIII. Marxian dialectics. oK’Coa ddlu-( , 4
" XIV. Communist Ethics: (Family %. State: Indussyy Y 59*

’ Anti-God: Internationalism.)
" XV. The Emergence of a Jma-orkotetd.Co'Cu'* ‘

tm*r ( 9 0-A/C . '
EPILOGUE . .“ —

What the Old civili sation can learn from the New.
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ROTHERHAM ELECTION

SEAT REGAINED BY 
LABOUR

The result of the Rotherham by-election 
was announced shortly after 1 o clock j 
yesterday as follows : —

Mr. W. Dobbie (Lab.) • • • ■ 28,767
Mr. H. Drummond-Wolf (C.) ■ ■ 12,893

Labour majority .. • • 15,874

The figures at the last election were : —
Mr. G. Herbert (C.)........................... 23,596 

Mr. F. W. Lindley .(Lab.)...... - 22,834

Conservative majority .. 762 I

The Labour majority in 1929 was 
836. Mr. Lindley sat for the borough 

1923 to 1931. j



Stampfer, the Socialist Deputy and editor 
of the suppressed V or warts, points out, the 
only evidence adduced that the party had 
any connexion with the firing of the 
Reichstag is that a young man, entirely 
unknown in Social-Democratic circles, 
who is said to have started the fire with 
the aid of his own shirt (or jacket accord- 
Ing to another version), has stated that he 
Mood in some relation or other to the 
Socialist Party.

SOVIET GRAIN POLICY

A SUDDEN REVERSAL
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

i RIGA, Feb. 28
During the week-end the Soviet 

Government has reversed its own grain 
olicy for the spring of 1933 as regards
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THREE CITIES 
by 

Sholem Asch.

pp. 227-8.
"Sometimes, of course, one is assailed by doubt. And doubt 
has a far worse effect on an old man than on a young one. 
When you young people are assailed by doubt, which God 
forbid, you soon get over it. The strength of life in you 
draws you back from the abyss and bears you away on its 
current. But when an old man like me - God forbid! - 
falls into doubt, then it's as if he were knocking his head 
against a wall. You must see that - the grave is waiting 
and one must be prepared for the last journey, or else one 
is in a bad case. So some try to secure their place in 
the future world by prayers and intoning psalms - though 
that's no better than blind-man’s buff! Others prepare 
themselves for the future world in other ways: by using 
their minds; they press on and on until they gain a certainty 
of some kind.” "And what certainty have you reached?" asked 
Mirkin. "I’ve come to the certainty - with every faculty I 
possess - I’ve come to the certainty that there is finally 
a world order that binds everything together. I’ve come 
to that conclusion quite simply - one doesn’t need to be a 
famous scholar to do that, one only needs to feel it, as I 
feel it. Often one says something without oneself/being 
aware of the thought that lies at the bottom of it. A saying 
is like a fruit; one has first to eat it, so to speak, before 
one can know its taste. Take, for instance, the axiom s et 
up by our logicians: ‘From the particular can be deduced the 
general;' that means that we can draw conclusions concerning 
the community of mankind from the individual. Now, obviously 
logic governs the individual. If that weren’t so nothing, 
from the smallest to the greatest organisms, could exist; 
nothing either in the organic or the inorganic world would 
have continuance. Can you conceive that even the tiniest worm

(continued)





1

Three Cities 

Sholem Asch, 

pp. 227-8 (cont).

(96 5)

THE JEWS

1913

p. 229.

"could live for a moment, the tiniest blade of grass 
become what it is, the smallest rock take shape, if there 
had not existed from eternity immutable laws and norms of 
life governing them? But if that is so, what reason have 
we to imagine that there is no logical meaning in the 
whole, in the world-order itself? I’ve read very learned 
books on this subject, but - only saw their deeper meaning 
after I had myself come to this knowledge. Do you know 
what the world is? The world is a living entity just as 
much as the tiniest organism. Yes, the world lives, the 
great universe lives. We don’t see it simply because we 
are a tiny strand in the great fabric, because we are so 
sunk in the emptiness, the petty nothings of our own 
individual existences, that we have no time to perceive the 
greater life. Like worms we have crept into the dark caverns, 
the narrow gloomy passages of our individual existences and 
have no time left to rise into the clear radiant world and 
to gaze at the mighty sun and the living light. Rise out 
of yourself, young man! Tear yourself free from the dark­
ness of your own petty life; then you will see the great 
light, will feel the mighty pulse, the great heart-beat 
of the world! "

Asch describes the leader or elder of the Jewish community, 
Tolestyn, who has come to St. Petersburg to persuade the 
authorities not to declare the village in which his community has 
always lived to be outside the Jewish pale (apparently villages 
as distinct from cities were prohibited for the ‘ews).

"Our wise men say that the thoughts of men bind the whole world 
together, bind every creature to mankind, even God himself. 
We preserve the world by our thoughts. If one of us plays 
false to his thoughts, he plays false not only to his own life, 
but bo the whole world, to God Himself. For our thoughts and





Three Cities

THE JEWS

1913

Sholem Asch.

p. 229 (cont) "our hearts - these are the foundation on which everything 
rests. How can anyone renounce such a goal, and a young man 
in particular? How are you to live to the end the life that 
waits for you? On what will you support it?"
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Letter to-Lady Horner, abotetyslth.2892 , in m emo ry 0 
his wife Helen and her goodness,in a previous I etter, 
Sept.llth, 1892, he writes: "a restraining, rather than a 
stimulating influence, and, knowing myself as I do, 
I have often wondered that we walked so evenly together." 
/ (L0 // LWLA

On October 17th 1892: "Do you remember (for you know these 
things) the Theban, somewhere in Herodotus, who says
(Greek quotation) which means, being translated, that of all 
human troubles the most hateful is to feel that you have
the capacity for power, and yet that you have no field to 
exercise it. That was for years my case, and no one who 

Oot

has not been through it can know the chilling, paralysing 
deadening depression of hope deferred and energy wasted, 
and vitality run to seed. I sometimes think it is the 
most tragic thing in life ferd. 20-4. Gradually, not at all 
quickly - I got on bit by bit, and in '86, in defiance of 
the advice of all my judicious friends, I stood for Parliament 
and got into the House. Helen ( my wife) looked on and did 
not really wish it; but she was an angel and never murmured; 
although she felt that this was the beginning of the end of 
our quiet unruffTed uneventful companionship. I made my 
maiden speech (which was rather a success) and the world 
began to open out, and great and charming people smiled 
onus." A --------------------------—
(Time Remembered, by Francis Horner, 1933:)
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"To begin with (for, I repeat - in the field of action.
Marx comes before Spinoza), the Jew must renounce loyalty
the exploiting class. Without that, all his "service" 
"vain oblation". Today, as twenty-six centuries ago, • 
of the prophet is true; ‘Bring no more vain oblations; 
it is an offering of abomination unto Me; New moon and 
the holding of convocations - L cannot endure iniquity

to 
a 
word

is 
the

with solemn assembly... 
Seek justice....'

"Learnto do well I "

sabbath, 
along 
well;Cease to do evil; Learn to do

In our industrial world, this means 
it isactive allegloce to the class whose historic function

to abolish economic —=1 oitation - the base of social injustice - 
by doing away with economic — eces altogether. This new 
allegiance will not be easy; since TT 180 15312enturi es have 
been forced to earn their bread within the midd-e C-e-.- - 
will have the value, by itself, of a religious conversion: 
this new loyalty as a group does not mean that the Jew will be submerged in the working class or in any proletarian body like 
the Communists. He must fight for the workers (and the 
farmer and the intellectual, too, are workers), help them with 
his brain and body; but he may be detached from them, at 
least at present, because of his particular stewardship of isafsiaa? "varnes - "the realm of God", in each man, with which 
the harried and hungry worker has not had time to grow.” amiliar ’ 

The revolutionary proletariat cannot trouble about God..
There are good functional reasons for the atheism of the — 
Marxists The word God has been monopolized so long by the apo- 
SSsts of the class of exploitation: theologians philosophers, 
poets’ To detach (as Spinoza did) the reality in God, from 1 
the accumulated lies is a problem that calls for.subtlety., 
bevona the present anguished state of the masses, for energy 
that the masses and their immediate leaders cannot spare from 
the day’s struggle. It is unhistorical to expect the active 
revolutionist of our time to do more than reject the false 
navan of the churches and the synagogues. Yet the true experience 
of God even in the heat of Revolutionary battle, must not die. 
hen the first Marxist ends are won and man is freed from animal 

oenurv and fear into the human stage of security and leisure, 
ene individual must find life good: and this can be only through 
the Spinozistic sense of God. Against that liberated day»,the 
experience of the divine in mortal life must be preserved.
(The New Republic, December 13th 1933, article by Waldo ran 
ent i tied "Why Should the Jews Survive? )












