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PLAN FOR A NEW CHARTER TO BE 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND..IRELAND 
STRIVEN FOR BY ALL SOCIETIES 
AND REFORM.

o OF - 
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DEMANDED BY THE PEOPLE 
AND TO BE EXPLICITEY 
ORGANISED FOR FREEDOM rrweeeTenesmtnnwsereyekcNal

Some of us doubtless remember the agitation by noble men

and women to whom the name of chartists was given, as a cognomen

of reproach, but to whom and to those leaders, of whom Ernest 

Jones should especially be named, the men of Great Britain are 

greatly indebted for the modicum of freedom which has been 

wrested from the parasites who are permitted by the supineness 

of the people to live upon their labors and so to rule over them 

as to retain their hold upon the lives and liberties of the people.

Ernest Jones and many of his colleagues were awarded a 

prison for their services to humanity, and sixty years later 1 

women, in like case are receiving the like regard to which brutal 

torture has been added, at the administering whereof the prison 

doctor disgraces his profession by acting as cheif torturer "for 

his thirty peaces of silver" when one single refusal {soto act 

would have rendered such tortures impossible, and elevated the 

recusant doctor in the hearts of his countrymen to the highest 

level of those who sacrifice their wordly prospects for the cause 

of humanity and freedom!

It is time to formulate a new charter to supplement the 

time worn charter of King John and the neglected Bill of Rights.

To this charter, efforts should be directed to procure 
the adfdiaaii labor Unions, all associations for freedom 



and, in brief, all Reform Societies and Associ 
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The Charter should embrace the matters presently set forth; 

and however revolutionary some of them may seem to be, they do not 
embrace all that justice demands, and those who will delibedate 

upon them should be asked to remember that the more that 1s de- 

manded, the more will be aostenb-niLecL »

The following then are the lowest demands which should be 

sought for in this new charter of and for the people:-

1. Universal adult suffrage.

11. The Initiativet, the Referendum and the recall, to protect 

111.

the people against treason or ignorance on the part of 
their oecicff, and to protect these latter from being 

tempted to be guilty thereof.

The land of right belong s"l to the people, and to enable the 

people to enjoy their property therein, the value of all 

lands in the possession of individuals or of corporations 

should be taxed to the amount ofEEYEEnt of,D% 

annual value thereof, supposing it*to be put to their- 

most profitable use: should be excluded from such value, 

the present value of all improvements on such lands, except 

as hereinafter is except ted.

IV. All other taxes to be abolished.

V. The veto power of the house of Lords to be abolished.

VI. All enclosure acts passed since 1688 to be repealed, and

all lands inclosed by virtue of any of such acts to be resu­

med by the people.

(2)



rights of way, use of the foreshore, riparian, riverine 

or lacustrance rights, or rights of fishery, which had 

been enjoyed by the public for a period of 20 years or 

more PEAOL, kogzuch decisions, or for any period of 20 

years are declared to be void.

V111. The Removal of the judges by whom such decisions were 

rendered, as also of those by whom the right of woman 

to vote was denied by the decision in the case of 
Chorlton v Ange, shaik be submitted to a vote of 

the people.

IX. All lands from which crofters have been evicted at

any time within the past 100 years in any part of Great

Britain or Ireland or any of the isles thereof, shall be 

confiscated to the use of the nation.

Whenever improvement S

persons other than the

upon land have been effected by

present reputed owners thereof 

their ancestors, the Rvalue of such improvement S

shall not be deducted from the taxable value of the lands 

upon which they may have been effected as provided by 

section 111 of this Charter; to the end that where any 

landholder has become possessed thereof by virtue of that 

species of robbery Known as the falling in of what are 

termed building leases, the proceeds of such robbery shall 

not be further enjoyed by others than the builder

(3)
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or those claiming under thenyor by the nation. 111419 

All pensions not earned by the personal services of the 

pepsieneg.to the nation, or by his immediate progenitors, 

=5 abolished.

All pensions exceeding £500 per ann: granted for services 

or supposed services rendered by the holder thereof to the 

nation, -ary reduced to that sum.

All Official salaries at present exceeding the sum of $500 

per ann: shall be reduced to a reasonable amount not ex- 

seeding £2000per annum.

Al 1 lands formerly possessed by the Church or by ecclesias- 

tical houses or bodies, which were confiscated by Henry VIII 

or by any of his successors or by any Act of Parliament sub-
XV

sequent to the Henry VIII, in whatever hands they now may 

be, shall be resumed by the nation; but the present value 

of any improvements effected thereon by their holders at any 
time within the past thirty years shall be a charge upon 

such lands for the benefit of the persons by whom the same 

were effected or of the persons claiming under them. 

The number of members of the House of Commons shall not 

exceed 300, so as to enable the rowdyie which eflate year” 
has alogracca that House to be readily put an end to. X 

As Office is established and should be held for the public 

service only, no rights to Office shall ever vest in any 

person for his own benefit; not shall any person be entitled 

to compensation on the abolition of any such Office; but

(4)
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any person claiming to have been elected to any Office J

and to be prevented from exercising the duties or from

receiving the emoluments thereof shall be entitled to 

the Por the same. A law Officer appointed for the pur­

pose

To enforce

may join in such action on behalf of the people.
* ■

the above demands and the enactment of the people’s 

Charter as above set forth a Universal strike shall be declared 

to commence on the first daydof May 1917. All organised bodies 

should at once begin to set aside and Collect funds to provide 

for such Universal strike and shall report to the organising 

committee/to be appointed) as hereineeter provided, on the first 

day of December in each and every year the quantities and amounts 

of provisions, stores and money collected for such strike and 

where deposited or invested. Said organising Committee shall 
for

provide the distribution of such provisions, stores and moneys

among the strikers and their families, as may be necessary, by

local committees.

A peace army of 504000 

to begin a march upon London

men and women shall

on the first day of

be organised,

June 1917, if

the abover Chater be not enacted by the 1st day of May before

mentioned. oud . 344-24— Re +4£96.
Man and women, worthy of Wat Tylerare called upon to 

enroll themselves at once in such army. To begin at once a course 

of gymnastic training, to include boxing, /--, sword and 

gun exercises.

Let as many men and woem as possible be drilled and 

(5).
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exercised in the use of arms as have been our worthy sisters

of China.

All men and women are urged to gegin at once to save.

so that they may contribute to the cost of bringing to a successful 

issue the Universal strike; all sums of money and the value of 

all provisions and stores contributed will be accepted as a 

charge upon the nation, to be reimbursed to the donors, or at 

their option, credited to them upon their national savings

in the Post Office.

It is urgently pressed upon the people to abandon the 

drinking of beer and other forms of alcohol and the use of tabacco; 
/ucA-Le © 10—0 

as a means for saving for the Universal strike^and hick would at

the same time materially improve the public health.







TERRITORIAL FORCE WAR SCHOOL.

TELEPHONE: 103 Western

191

10. EARL’S SQUARE, S.W.



Women won’t tell their age and they are right. I would as a lawyer

Tell 103 Western

advise very many of them to go to gaol rather than do so.

10 Earl’s Court Square 
S.W.

June 4th 1912

To the Right Hon. The Chancellor of the Exchequer

Sir,

I have just been consulted by some ef my poor friends, including 

one of my servants, a poor, honest good woman , who was a patriotic, 

self-sacrificing citizen when you were basely insulting brave 

Generals and other military officers, my former pupils, for doing 

their duty in Africa. She has had your Insurance Forms and does not 

understand them - nor do I nor do any of the many folk, legal, military, 

clerical, suffragette or anti-suffragette whom I have consulted.

They all called you a mere drivelling, spouting charlatan and 

that is all the information I can get and it sounds very like your 

own language about your own adversaries. Not one person in this 

neighbourhood - Conservative, Liberal, Home Ruler - or the Non Party 

man wants the Insurance stamps - neither to buy, nor to affix nor to 

receive them.

I learn that you are appointing preachers - even nonconforming 

preachers - of your financial heresies and your fooleries and are 

circulating commentaries on your new Evangel. Hence I am writing 

to ask you or your Agents to send round a man or a woman here, who 

can understand the Act and explain it•

As I wish to be quite fair, I will arrange for a good congre­

gation for him and lend him a large lecture room from six to ten 

in the evening and see that he is properly refreshed.

Of course, for my part as a lecturer on Political Exonomy 

efore you were even an M.P. or a financier - - and as an employer

a large and complicated scale myself before you had to run out



of Birmingham for disgraceful conduct and as a friend and champion 

of the poor all my life. I must say that your Act is utter bosh in 

almost every detail and offensive to women - old and young, rich and 

poor in the last degree. To my certain knowledge many of them are 

arranging to lie about their age already and I was coaching a fine 

lot of young women on the topic myself to-day.

Lord save us! With what little wisdom and what ample and 

spurious rhetoric the leaders of our Democracy win power and money 

for themselves and secure shame, perplexity and decadence for the 

masses who trust them.

But please send round a lecturer betimes or neither employers 

nor employed in this neighbourhood will fill in the documents and 

you will be imprisoning us wholesale.

By the way I have to lecture on Haldane‘s pilgrimage and its 

results. The tax payers want to know what that simpering and 

bleating i 

tell us?

poster was doing in Germany for £14 a day. Gan you 

Excuse my obtrusion,

and believe me to be,

Your obedient servant

. Miller Maguire.
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From The Broad Arrow : The NAVAL and Military Gazette, 
Friday, 7th June, 1912.

“EYE WASH" AND STRATEGY.
Sir,—I read your articles on “ Eye Wash ” and the “ Situation 

in the Mediterranean,” with much interest. Every M.P. should 
learn them by rote.

What you say about the wholesale “ making of lies ” by the Army 
Council is only too true, and the lack of strategy among Asquith and 
his highly-paid departmental chiefs is only too deplorably true.

The “ Valour of their Ignorance ” would be sublime, if it were 
not ridiculous and disastrous. But the position of the Government 
is not affected, and is certainly not shaken by such criticism—the 
average Radical voters are only influenced by appeals to prospects of 
personal financial gain or class animosity. “ Where do I come in? ” 
is his vital question. The speaker who “ wasted ” time on Imperial 
questions would have a very small audience in Hyde Park on 
Sundays or on street corners in Hackney. You very truly remark 
that the “ Eye Wash ” of that metaphysical translator of Schopen­
hauer and worshipper of Goethe and chief of the War Office is not 
exposed as it should be by the Tory and cheap Press and is basely 
championed by official sycophants.

Hence we are all very much obliged for your very able remarks 
on the vagaries of this K.C. Secretary of State for War, who charges 
£14 a day for essays on German mysticism and whose rambles in 
the Black Forest and visits to our Teuton rivals are as mysterious as 
the pilgrimages of that far more efficient tactician and orator, 
Miss Christabel Pankhurst, whose absence from the Old Bailey 
recently to my certain knowledge was more sincerely lamented by 
the Police than is Viscount Haldane’s from Whitehall by the 
Army!

As to the “ abandonment of the Mediterranean in consequence of 
the recent reorganisation of the Fleet,” your writer is quite moderate 
in his just criticism of the fatuity of the Asquithian following and on 
the insensate indifference of the 
warned again and again. The 
terranean, age after age, from 
Hannibal, and Sylla to those of

electorate, though they have been 
strategic importance of the Medi- 
the days of Themistocles, Scipio, 
Byng, Sidney Smith, Nelson, and 

Codrington were fully discussed last October in the Royal United 
Service.

Your writer agrees with Alexander the Great and Napoleon as 
to the importance of Egypt, and Mahan agrees with you that Great 
Britain in the time following Admiral Lord St. Vincent’s retreat 
from the Mediterranean was in the position of a nation struggling 
for existence, and so she felt it; and, as Lord Kitchener evidently 
thinks, the true question of to-day is not whether Mr. Thomas has 
no right to earn a living because he does not join a Union or 
whether Irish members should sit in the two opposed and contra­
dictory Legislatures in London and Dublin, but whether Great 
Britain is to be enrolled in the list of European nations.

The views of Napoleon as to Egypt are easily ascertained, and his 
Eastern schemes, though brilliant in conception, were foiled by sea 
at the Nile battle and by land at Acre; but a hundred years have not 
altered by one jot or tittle the permanent international importance of 
the land of the Pharaohs and the Ptolemies, and Napoleon bitterly4 OF — regretted the failure of his Eastern enterprise, 
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It was my duty to dwell fully on this subject in a lecture published 
in the February number of the Journal of the Royal United Service 
Institution, but I must not trespass any further on your space than 
to emphasise the truth of the arguments in the article in The Broad 
Arrow of 31st May, which I am well assured are also the views of 
Field-Marshal Lord Kitchener, and were eloquently set forth by 
Alison.

Placed in the centre of Europe and Asia, on the confines of east 
and west, amid the western force of civilisation, at the extremity 
of the African continent, on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea, the 
basin of the Nile and its adjuncts in Syria are certain to become a 
central point of communication for the varied productions of every 
part of the globe. The waters of the Mediterranean bring thither 
all the fabrics and all the iron work of the western looms and forges. 
The Red Sea wafts to its shores the riches of India and China. The 
Nile floats down on its bosom the products of vast and unknown 
regions.

If any eminent writers on military history and geography of any 
race or age from Herodotus and Julius Cassar to Leibnitz and Free­
man and Mahan are worthy of any attention, then the members of 
the Cabinet are mere vote-catching partisans, and your warnings 
of last Friday both as to party “ Eye-washing ” humbugs 
and grave Imperial dangers deserve the careful study and thankful 
appreciation of every patriot—British and Irish.

I am, &c., T. Miller Maguire.
io, Earl’s Court Square, S.W., 3rd June 1912.
P.S.—Questions which I heard asked amidst jeers and loud cries 

of contempt and scorn yesterday (Sunday, 2nd inst.):—“ McKenna. 
Why was he not retained at the Admiralty? ” “ Where is Hal­
dane? ” “ What is he doing? ” “ Why is he chief War Lord? ” 
“Why pay him more than six real Colonels?”

I heard these and similar questions asked at the throngs of poor 
strikers on Tower Hill and also at well-dressed audiences at Wimble- , 
don. Thousands awaited replies anxiously—but in vain.

If you could tell us, sir, the public, male and female, would be 
very grateful to you.

Is, as was suggested, the distribution of our highest offices a mere 
matter of party corruption, wire-pulling, craft, and “graft”? If 
so Revolution and Ruin are at hand; nor will its “ watery wall ” 
protect a weak and wealth-worn populace from any more sturdy 
foe.
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150 LAUGHS IN 20 MINUTES.

Rope Merchant.

Bow Street Case.
Brace of Horrors. The New Adam.

Stage Frights.
Same

He would be a Father.

Ransomed.

A Midnight Charge.

Phantom Footpad.

Hamshire Hog.

Den of Thieves.

HIS ORIGINAL PARTSIN

WITH

Miss Jackeydawra Melford’s Sketch Companies,

MARK MELFORD
------------------------ — — t-”""Mur "aery, FwGan. SPECIALREVIVAL OF

‘ MY WIFE WON’T LET ME, 6 DESPERATION.’ ‘ NON-SUITED.’ ' SHE DID IT, MY LORD.’!
The wedding gifts from the amorous Curate include a monkey-up-a-stick, a wild fox, captured in the

church (produced), a cock rabbit, an Armstrong typewriter (produced), a pot of honey, and pair of braces.

MARK MELFORD is a Prince of light Comedians, and a sketch maker that never wrote a failure !
back to the stage that missed him in greater form than ever,—" Press.”

OF SKETCHES ONLY HIS WORKS INCLUDE :—

Millionaire for a Minute.

Called For.

Only a Wedding.
Best Man Wins.

Pugge, the Preacher.
Funny Fish.
Prize Fighter’s Daughter-
Militant Crusader.
Bottled Bequest.
Last Good Night.

Jim’s Little Joke.

That Beastly Child.
Clever Capture.
Danger Hill.
The Coming Clown.

Mothers Meeting.
Turned Up.
Tip Top Flat.

The Scarecrow
Tale of a Tigeress

2-2"%
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Leicestershire Club, 
Leicester

m POLI i ICAL ul‘
% AND 9 

A’oacse” 
949





4





Rev".? P. E. T. Widdrington,___
St. PETER’S VICARAGE,

Coventry.
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Telephone: 15143 Central.
Telegrams: "Tactics, London.”

VOTES FOR WOMEN

(132/Colours: Green, Gold, and White.
Weekly PAPER “THE VOTE,” 1d.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE
OBJECTS : To secure for Women the Parliamentary Vote as it is or may be granted to men; to use the power 
thus obtained to establish equality of rights and opportunities between the sexes, and to promote the social and 

industrial well-being of the community.

President: MRS. C. DESPARD.
Hon. Treasurer: Miss C. V. TITE.
Hon. Head Political and Militant Dept.:

MRS. HOW MARTYN, A.R.C.S., B.Sc.
Hon. Head Literature Dept.:

OFFICES:

1, ROBERT STREET,

ADELPHI, STRAND,

LONDON, W.C.
Secretary: Miss F. A. UNDERWOOD.
Auditor: Mrs. AYRES PURDIE. 

Bank: LONDON & SOUTH WESTERN.
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Ayale H de os/18 Gleneagle Road. Plymouth • ow
26th June .1912.

George Lansbury Esq M.P.

House of Commons.

Dear Sir.
I have the greatest abhorrence against the principles of 

Socialism which you so ably advocate,and no sympathy with the 

desire of women for the vote,and a strong repugnance against the 

violent and senseless methods lately adoptedand for which some 

are now as I consider, quite justly imprisoned;but I have a very 

strong feeling that forcible feeding particularly of women who 

however misguided are acting as prompted by their consciences is 

dastardly,cruel,and revolting,to the extremest degree,and that 

Mr Asquith*s remark that they "could walk out of prison at any 

moment" is evidence of the meanest,unnatural,and cold blooded 

cynicism. I beleive that if the most brutal criminal was subjec­

ted to this horrible torture of forcible feeding it would by many 

be considered an outrage. P[‘

I have the greatest respect and admiration for the humane feeling 

and manliness that prompted your indignant protest,and consider 

your loss of self control under the circumstances highly 

creditable to you,and I trust that you will not consider that I 

am taking a liberty in thus expressing my sympathy and regard;

I hope you will receive thousands of letters to a similar effect, 

I am sure that millions of people in the Country must feel as I 

do in the matter,though I am sorry to find that amongst those 

with whom I have come in contact here, there appears to prevail 

a most strange apathy in regard to it.With best wishes.

Yours very sincerely



W. Andrade 
Rational Union of Gasworkers and General Labourers

======
TELEPHONE NO. 0F GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

1953 Central

LONDON DISTRICT.
S. J. WRIGHT,

District Secretary.

Registered Office : 172, PENTONVILLE ROAD, KING'S CROSS,

LONDON,
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Dear Mr Lansbury,

I have long wanted to write and express my warm 

appreciation of your constant support of the Women’s cause in Parlt. 

and out, hut your outbreak last night compels me to do so without 

further loss of time. It feels so humiliating a thing to me sometimes 

when I have done my little best for them at an open-air meeting, that 

they should afterwards come and thank me for what I have said, as if 

it were so rare a thing that a man should defend a woman’s rights that 

it merits thanks, instead of being the most natural thing in the 

world, that I wish your hot and passionate words could set England on 

fire. I am glad to have met, and remotely to be associated with, 

one man who has blood in his veins.

I could almost wish, as you seem to have yourself intended, that 

your exposure of Asquith’s meanness had ended in another Bradlaugh 

ejection, but I am glad, very seriously glad, that you have not got 

yourself suspended, for I am very much afraid that the tempting bait 

of the Manhood Suffrage bill will cause some of the tame sheep in our 

Labour Party to wobble when the time comes, and I want you to be there 

for the second reading, to keep them right, and to tell the House 

straight that we don’t want men’s rights at the cost of women’s wrongs, — ■ — — ■ ■ — ■' — ■ — - ——— _ — ———— 
and make that the clear issue.

It is an abominable thing that England, the ancient home of 

freedom, the sanctuary for the oppressed of all nations, the first to 

break the chains of slavery, the foremost in sending martyrs to die 

for every great cause wherever the sun has shone, should be the only 



one among the nations of the earth which thrusts its women into prison 

by the thousand rather than grant them the most elementary of human 

rights. You are quite right about Asquith. The first essential of 

statesmanship is Vision. May his grave be defiled.

Excuse my troubling you. And don’t bother to reply. Take 

my hearty thanks for saying so well what I hope may be repeated a 

hundred thousand times, and believe me, with my hat off, 

Yours very sincerely,



Telegrams: Bohn, London”
Telephone: 12784. Central.

PUBLISHERS.

YORK HOUSE,
PORTUGAL ST., KINGSWAY,

LONDON, W.C.
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