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A TALK AT C.AMBRIOOE ON 4.TH MARCH1 1951. 

I lunched with_ Kaldor, his wife and his two brightest pupils 
at King's, Dawson am Marris, both doing econanics. 

Dawson talkenlittle, Marris - and of course Kaldor - a lot. 
I mainly listened, saying that, as a Cabinet Minist er1 I wanted same clear
cut advice, though I didn't promise to act on it. 

Marris, supported by Kaldor, said that -

(i) neither Am.erica nor Russia could defeat the other. Iut we - and 
West Europe - could be destroyed in the course of the fighting 
between the two giants. Therefore, our supreme aim should be to 
avoid war; 

(ii) with a view to this -

(a) we should not act as though, if we differed openly and on 
important questions from the Americans,they would desert 
us; in fact they would not, 

(b) we should seek agreement with the Russians at the four-power 
talks, even against the .Americans, and even if the agreement 
was limited to Germany, on the basis that Germany "should be 
unified, disoccupied (over a period of years), and remain 
una.xmed in the West and be disarmed in the East. A Gel1118Il 
buffer state in central Europe would ease the tension gre 

{iii) the Russians are seriously alarmed, but if we increase our aI111ed 
forces, so will they theirs. It will be an arms race from which 
neither side will gain security and both will lose prosperity; 

(iv) the Russians would be very unlikely to start a preventive war, even 
if we re-armed the West GeI1118.ns; 

(v) many influential Americans are bent on war and think they can win 
with the a tam bomb; 

(vi) Yugoslavia, if attacked, should be helped by us with :food and arms, 
but not with British or other allied personnel. 

(vii) :Marris said that those in thei r 20s feel quite dif ferently f'ram 
those in their 30s. J,fany in their 20s would say that war should 
be avoided, almost at any cost, and that if' lffl.r came they would 
take no part in it. 

(viii) :Marris also said he hoped that our inner counsels were sometimes 
wiser than our outer talk. I t old him1 on t his , t o ~ad ~~e• 
Revision of the Treaty. He said that this was out of print. 

This talk followed the assault on me, the night before, at 
Nicky's party by the female furies, who charged me with being a warmonger 
and an American cat's-paw. Clearly this line is running rather strongly in 
certain circles at Cambridge and Nicky himself is a good deal infected by it 

We should show as much understaming and tolerance of this line 
as we can and should certainly stretch a good deal to try to reach an 
agreement with the Russians. Iut the sumnary of the ta.J.¥, set out above, 
contains sane very wishful thinking, particularly as regards the desir
ability of an unarmed, unified and unoccupied Gennany. This "WOuld just 
be col d meat for the Russians. 
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[MISS HORSBIUJGH.] 
.names. because from the trade point of 
view it is better that I should keep those 
things out ; but there were certain types 
of sausages which were known to be par
ticularly good. They had a name and a 
reputation here, and might even have 
been exported. As far as I know, those 
sausages did not have the addition of the 
milk powder or anything of that sort. 
We also know that in those days a cu
tain proportion of the sausages did have 
this addition. 

The Order has nothing to do with price. 
and I should be completely out of order 
if I were to mention that aspect. but I 
think I can say this and yet keep within 
order. In the days of pre-war sausages. 
there was a difference of price. Not only 
could the housewife. or whoever did the 
shopping, ask for a particular make of 
sausage, knowing that it did not contain 
milk powder and the like, bot there was 
a differentiation in the price. so that the 
housewife also knew what she was buy
jng. If she bought a sausage with these 
additions. she knew it and she paid less. 
Now, under the present scheme, I do not 
think she will get those advantages. 

I dislike the words "consumer " and 
"foodstuffs" and some of the extra
ordinary language which is nowadays 
used- although some of the .food does 
look rather like " stuff " ; but it is a 
serious point that the housewife. when 
buying bee sausages today, will not know 
whether tbe_y contain this milk pow,d.er or 
whether, b'"k:e those we have bad in other 
times. they arc without the milk powder. 

Mr. Willey : I can assure the right hon. 
Lady that one of the best-known sausage 
manufacturers did, in fact. use milk 
powder in pre-war clays. and that they 
have been kind enough to give advice to 
other manufacturers about the use of milk 
powder. 

Mill O Bonbnglt : I am very glad we 
have had that information and that one 
of the pre-war makers bas volunteered to 
advise others how milk powder can be 
used and can make the sausage equally 
palatable. But my point still remains. It 
is important that people should know that 
some sausages are to have milk: powder 
in them, and some are not What I do 
feel strongly about is that the housewife 
should be able to know if the sausages 
she buys are __pf lhe one sort or the other. 

J7 P 24 

That point ought to be considered. I 
know that the Parliamentary Secretary 
has said that the nutritional value is the 
same. J~Cl'gMp#Qa ] I hear someone 
sayingananas," and I should like to 
talk about the nutritional value of 
bananas, but that would be out of order. 

However, we arc told that the nutri
tional value of the sausages is the same, 
and that the palatability is the same. I 
should like to say one last thing about 
that because we have had it mentioned 
before. We have often been told that 
certain products are very good for us, 
with certain nutritional value, and that 
they arc very palatable. Who tests the 
palatability? Somebody might test the 
palatability of these sausages and say he 
liked them, but hece we have a guarantee 
of nutritional value and palatability ; 
what is the means of testing the palat
ability? 

We have gone on witb this discussion, 
which I think bas been useful ; I never 
thought that I should have been called 
upon to talk of sausages and milk. We 
have often wanted strawberries and 
cream, and we arc promised that we 
shall get the cream ; but here we have 
sausages and milk-or sausages and no 
milk. I think it was a good thing that 
we should have made the effort to deal 
with this matter, for we have learned a 
good deal. I hope that the nutritional 
value will be there, and that there will be 
agreement about the palatability, although 
I doubt it. 

Mr. R. J. TaJlor rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, "That the Question be 
now put." 

Question, .. That the Question be now 
put," put. and agreed to. 

Question, "That an bumble Addre.u 
be presented to His Majesty, praying that 
the Order, dated 26th February 19S1, 

·entitled the Meat Products and Canned 
~~ 'A!r•nA~) 0•,1,...£..- 19 , 
1951. No. 314), a copy of which was laid 
before this House on 27th February, be 
annulled," put accordingly. and negatived. 

Motion made, and Question proposed. 
"That this House do now adJoum."
[Mr. Sparks.] 
1.3 a.m. 

Mr. Da'ficl Rmoa (Huntingdon) : On 
a point of order. I shouldlike, if I may, 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, to point out that 
I have down as the last Order on the 
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gaze. No wonder the Parliamentary I lmow liow anxious be was to make 
Secre~ does not like our moving this it clear that the facts about the particular 
Prayer, and loses his temper and calls us sausage in the Order had been arranged 
foolish. with the trade, that the trade had already 

expressed its opinion. and that what he 
ML Willey : The hon. Gentleman talks rea !. out was the trade's opinion both in 

a good <lea) about publicity. As a matter this country and America. That being 
of fact. a reference appeared in the so I thoroughly agree with him, because 
« Sunday Express " before the Order in the days I was in the Ministry of Food 
appeared. I knew of the difficulty of dealing with the 

various trades. There is difficulty about 
coming to a decision as to what one 
thinks ought to be done. if the particular 
trade with which one is dealing had an
other suggestion and their way of doing 
it was slightly different. 

Mr. Carr : As one of my boo. Friends 
bas suggested, I shall have to look for · 
another breacb of privilege. Whatever 
may be said about publicity, the publicity 
which this has received compared with 
that ~hich the supJ_:!OSed improvement in 
the. " Webb Sausage " got was small, and 
I am prepared to let the public judge 
whether they would have tlie Opposition 
raise 1his or let it go through as the 
Parliamentary Secretary would have liked. 
I think perhaps that the housewives and 
the men who eat these articles will not 
think it was foolish and stupid of the 
Opposition to raise it. and I am prepared 
to let them judge on iL I submit that the 
public should know wbat we are doing in 
bringing this order before the House and 
giving it this publicity. I think this Order 
should be protested against because of 
the misleading impression that it gives. 

I know from my own experience of 
tlie difficulty of getting work <lone in co
operation with the trade. J understand 
that 011 •this occasion there has been co
ope.ration from the trade. On this occa
sion. as I gather-and the bon. Gentle
man will interrupt me if I am wrong
the suggestion came from the trade and 
so far as I can make out jt was like this. 
The trade communicated with the 
Ministry of Food, and suggested that 
sausages of this sort ·ought to be per
mitted. I think I am right in saying. that. 
and that the suggestion first came from 
th~ trade and not from 1he Ministry of 
Food. 

12.52 a.m. Mr. Willey indicated assenr. 
Mias Bonbrugb (Manchester, Moss Mill Bonbrllgll: Having got that 

Side): I am glad to have an opportunity perfectly clear, and in view of the assur: 
of joining in this debate because the 111st ance we have had from the Parliamentary 
Government post I occupied was that now Secretary that m.11k or milk powder was 
occupied by the bon. Gentleman who has added to the pre-war sausage. therefore
been replying to the debate tonight- the trade could say to the Ministry of 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministcy· Food, as the Parliamentary Secretary has 
of Food. As I have sat h.ere and listened repeated here tonight, that the scheme was 
to the debate, and 10 his explanation on . no real novelty. We had had that type 
certain Orders_. Lshould Jilt.e to take the of _sawiage to a oertain extent in pre-war 
opportunity of congratulating him. because days. and there baii been ·that type ·of 
there have been difficult points. He has sausage in other countries. including 
been 'asked for replies to points in grea\ America. 
detail. and _he =--=~="' ~~tremely One Qf OJl.t.(AASQ.111! for thinking that the 
i:OurteoUS aoa po7fte. a n<rafifo time lias Order ougfit·lolle aisc--- - t""We,--=.:= 
appeared to think in any way 1hat the have had no information as yet as to 
questions were in too much detail. I quite the quantity of these and of other 
understood that he wanted carefully to sausages that are to be on sale. The 
point out-that the article be read out was Parliamentary Secretary will agree that in 
an article referring to what the trade pre-war days the majority of the best 
wanted to do and was doing. I agree_ sausages were witllout the ad4i_tioo of 
that be thinks and feels that some of my such things as dried milk. As we have 
hon. Friends believe that the remarks he heard from one of my boo. Friends. thero 
was reading were from the "Min"istry of were certain makers of sausages wlro had 
Food and not from the trade. I realised a name and a r.eputatioo for particularly 
his difficulty. good sausages. I am not mentioning 
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