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In reference to the work among the Match-
Factory Girls, we should like to add a few
words. These poor, hardly-beset girls spend
their days and otherwise subsist amidst the
most vicious and depraved surroundings, which,
by long years of contact, ingrain their corrup-
tions till human nature is verily seen at some-
thing like its worst in them. The other evening,
in passing from our Institute into the street, as
the clock was nearing ten, we noticed a knot
of angry young fellows with whom were some
of our factory girls,with bare heads and unkempt hair. Trying,
as we passed, to restore order, I was scon rewarded by seeing
one of our “girls” (a young woman in years) receive a_terrible
blow from a young fellow about twe nty, who laid hold of her by
her hair and commenced a terrific onslaught. With the
quickest of moves I laid hold of the pair, blowing my police-

whistle the while, and struggled to separate them, though all
three of us rolled into the gutter together ; but I ceased not to
defend as best I could this poor girl, till further efforts with the
whistle brought some police upon the scene, who finally restored
something like order, removing the transgressor for the time
being out of the way; though the young woman, with won-
derful ““good heart,” promptly said she would prefer no charge
against him.

A crowd, a fight; and a police-whistle blowing may be said
to be the daily—and on Saturday nights the continuous—accom-
paniments of this truly dreadful neighbourhood. A policeman
murdered in this street, a woman nearly murdered by that door,
such are the heart-sickening tales that a few months suffice to
run up. But we will dwell no longer upon these harrowing details.
However, we feel it right to mention them that our friends may
not slacken in prayer and sympathy for these poor ill-fated
girls and those who work amongst them. They are coming
again this winter in good numbers, having about 150 on the
books, whose aggregate attendance in the week amounts to about
the same number—say, from 50 to 60 each evening open.
Classes are held, addresses are given, clothing materials are
sold, and garments are made up for them free of charge, and
best of all, some are leadin changed lives, which is the
test of their conversion. Ms SR tSS=—\AL :
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SOMEBRSEY HALL,
205, DEVONS ROAD, BOW.

Dear Friend,
We beg to commend to your kind notice

and assistance

s R e

who is to our knowledge under very straitened
circumstances and unable to afford to pay for advice.
Trusting you may be able to render the help
so much needed,
We would remain,

Yours gratefully,

To Dr. MecERAE,
Brrerir Harr Mebpicar Mission.
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