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John Stuart Mill once said that labour-saving
appliances have not lightened the toil of any
buman being, but have merely enabled a
greater number to lead lives of drudgery. He
might have gone further and said that some-
times  their introduction and use destroys the
possibility of even a life of drudgery. Machinery {

may take a trade out of a man’s hands and leave | .

him stranded after he has spent the best years
of his life in acquiring his skill and
exercising his craft. Such  cases are
all too common. It is easy for the philo-
sophers of laisscz fatre to say thas the
labour displaced by the invention and perfection
of machinery can and must get itself em-
ployed in other avenues of usefulness. The fact
remains that it does not always get 1tself so em-
ployed, and that men who are superseded by
servants of iron and steel too often drift intc
extreme poverty because they cannet get encugh
of the commenest drudgery todo. I have come
across several cases where men have attributed
their worklessness and their distress to labour+
saving appliances—to the use of maehinery,
which, while it has benefited the community af
large, has practically ruined them. It will be
( useful to look at the questionfrom thestandpeins
.of one who has been deprived of. his real mean:
of earning his living and now finds that she
vears he spent in mastering his craft stand him
in little stead in the struggle for work. The
man whose experiences will serve this purpose
18 now a jobbing paper-hanger. He was out of
work ; he had earned only 5s. during the past
three weeks ; his assets were the very old clothes
in which he stood and a little furniture ; and
his liabilities were two weeks rent at 3s. 6d. a
week for one room in ~street, Islington,
and the daily feeding of himself and two
children. When he can get paper-hanging to
do either for builders or private householders he
can earn 8}d. per hour, but his story was vhe old |
one, that try how he might there were no jobs to
! be had just now ; nor was there any prospect of
permanent employment during the winter.
Hew long have you worked at paper-hanging? |
I asked. ,
** Though I do paper-hanging,” he said, “‘and |
have areputation for being a goed workman at |
that, paper-hanging is not my real trade—or
rather it is only a part of it. I am a paper-

stainer and marbler.”

Were you apprenticed to that?—Yes, to my
father, who was in business as a paper-stainer.
I served my seven years with him,

Is it an easy trade to learn? — By
no means. Unless a boy goes into it when he
i8 13 or 14 he won’t master it. It is little use a
grown man trying to learn paper-staining and
marbling.

Then you would claim that it is a highly
skilled calling ?—Without question it is.

I asked him to describe to me the modus |
operandy of paper-staining by hand labour, and |
calling into being an imaginary bench, with
rolls of paper, colours, sizings, and the like, he

went through the process.” The description
would be unmintelligible to the general reader,
but it was sufficient to convince me that great
technical skill was required in the Preparation
of the materials, and the manipulation of the
colours and the tools with which the graining of
**marbled ” paper was dene, Itwas obvieusly a
trade calling for high manual dexterity, and
good sense of form and of coleuration.

And what wages would you earn at thas
work? I asked. —Why, three pounds a weelk. It
was paid by the piece, and a man who worked |
bard and was really skilful could make a good

living at it.

And why did the trade fall off ?*—Simply be-
cauge of the use of machinery. When I was at
woik-a% paspyrantice and yonng man this eera-
petition was not fels very much. I conid get a

; Job any minute I liked, and could leave one

{

shop to go to another where I could make
another eight or ‘ten shillings. Bus whereas I
could do &0 ** pieces ” a day working with three
colours a machine will now do 1,500 preces.

How long did this period of full work and
good wages last after you had served your
‘apprenticeship 7—Seven or eight years I should
say.

And when did the great decline in hand-
staining of paper set in?—Iight or ten years
ago, The hand worker has been superseded
by the printing-msachine sinde then,

Is the machine-stained paper equal to that
stained by hand?—I think net.  Yeu can’s
““bind ”’ the colours se well by the machines,
And the use of machinery in the trade has led
vo the production of alot of slep werk which
used to be unknown. Cheapness is all the rage
in the trade, and the hand Paper-stainer and
marbler is crowded out.

What would you earn at your trade now if
you could get work ?—QOn good werk not more
than 20s. or 23s. & week ; eon slop work not more
than 18s, Of course 1f a man can
get work and likes to kill ' himself by
driving as hard as he can from eight in the
morning to eight or nine at night he may make |
a little more than at that slop work. ' But work |
1s not to be had and when it is te be had the pay
18 80 small. 'Lhe hand paper-stainer, in fact, 15 |
not wanted, He is supplanted by the machim’ary. 5

" ¥ had to fall back on paper-hanging. Fortu.
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‘John Stuart Mill once said that labour-saving
appliances have not lightened the toil ef any
buman being, but have merely enabled a
greater number to lead lives of drudgery. He
might have gone further and said that some-
times - their introduction and use destroys the
possibility of even a life of drudgery. Machinery 1
may take a trade out of a man’s hands and leave |
him stranded after he has spent the best years
of his life in acquiring his skill and
exercising  his  craft. Such  cases are
all too common. It is easy for the philo-
sophers of laisscz faire to say that the
labour displaced by the invention and perfection
of machinery can and must get itself em-
ployed in other avenues of usefulness. The fact
remaing that it does not always get itself so em-
ployed, and that men who are superseded by
servants of iron and steel too often drift intc
extreme poverty because they cannet get enough
of the commenest drudgery todo. I have come
acrosg several cases where men have attributed
their worklessness and their distress to labours
saving appliances—to the use of maehinery,
which, while it has benefited the community af
large, has practically ruined them. It will be
{ useful tolook at the questionfrom the standpoin/
.of one who has been deprived of his real mean:
of earning his living and now finds that the
years he spent in mastering his craft stand him
in little stead in the struggle for work. The
man whose experiences will serve this purpose
18 now a jobbing paper-hanger. He was out of
work ; he had earned only 5s. during the past
three weeks ; hisassets were the very old clothes
in which he stood and a little furniture ; and
his liabilities were two weeks rent at 3s. 6d. a
week for one room in ~street, Islington,
and the daily feeding of himself and two
children. When he can get paper-hanging to
do either for builders er private householders he
can earn 8.d. per hour, but his story was the old |
one, that try how he might there were no jobs to
| be had just now ; nor was there any prospect of
permanent employment during the winter.
Hew long have you worked at paper-hanging? |
I asked. |
** Though I do paper-hanging,” he said, ““and {
have areputation for being a goed workman at
that, paper-hanging is not my real trade—or
rather it is only a part of it. I am a paper-

stainer and marbler.”

Were you apprenticed to that?—Yes, to my
father, who was in business as a paper-stainer.
I served my seven years with him,

Is i6 an easy trade to learn? — By
no means. Unless a boy goes into it when he
i3 13 or 14 he won’t master it. It is little use a
grown man trying to learn paper-siaining and
marbling.

Then you would claim that it is a highly
skilled cailing ?—Without question it is.

I asked him to describe to me the modus |
operandi of paper-staining by hand labour, and
calling into’ being an imaginary bench, with
rolls of paper, colours, sizings, and the like, he

went through the process.” The description
would be unintelligible to the general reader,
but it was sufficient to convince me that great
technical skill was required in the preparation
of the materials, and the manipulation of the
colours and the tools with which the graining of
*‘marbled ” paper was dene, Itwas obvieusly a
trade calling for high manual dexterity, and
good sense of form and of colouration.

And what wages would you earn at that
work ? I asked.—Why, thres pounds a week. I |
was paid by the piece, and a man who worked !
hard and was really skilful could make a good
living at it.

And why did the trade fall off 7—Simply be-
cauee of the use of machinery. When I was at
work &3 pgppronsiceand young man. this eem- .
petition was nos fels very much. I conld get a
Job any minute I liked, and could leave one
(shop %o go to another where I could make
| another eight or ‘ten shillings. But whereas I

could do 80 ** pieces ” a day working with three

colours & machine will now do 1,500 pieces.

How long did this period of full work and
good wages last after you had served your
apprenticeship *—Seven or eight years I should
say.

And when did the great decline in hand-
staining of paper set in ?—Right or ten years
ago. The hand worker has been superseded
by the printing-machine since then,

Is the machine-stained paper equal to that
stained by hand?—I think not.  Yeu .can’t
‘“bind ”’ the colours so well by the machines,
And the use of machinery in the trade has led
vo the production of a lot of slep werk which
used to be unknown. Cheapness is all the rage
in the trade, and the hand paper-stainer and
marbler is crowded out.

What would you earn at your trade now if
you could gett work ?—OQOn good werk not more
than 208, or 23s. a week 5 on slop work not more
than 18s, Of course 1f a man can
get work and likes to kill  himself by
driving as hard as he can from eight in the
morning to eight or nine at night he may make |
a little more than at that slop work, - Bus work |
18 not to be had and when it is to be had the pay
18 80 small, Lhe hand paper-stainer, in fact, 1s
not wanted. He is supplanted by the machim'ary |

‘I had to fall back on paper-hanging. Forty.
nately for me T was taught that as well as the
| other, for in my father’s business we used to
| hang the paper as well as stain 15. This work,

however, 18 very irregular. I have worked for
 the best building firms in London off and on
and done every private job I could lay hands on:
but lately thig work has been Very scarce.

How znailyhmofldths’ work would you get on an
average !—I shoulqd say seven mo: i

And there is nothi)x'xg e e T
work: that  prevents you
papef-hmlllging ?h—N othing at all,
people tell me they would give me work ;
bad 1t. T am well knowngas a gooed :i:o;fk:x}::z
in‘my line; they know that T can do a job
thoroughly, but here I am simply unable to
{get work. My trade, which it took e

Saven years to learn and in which for seme years
I got a good living, has disappsared ; and in that
branch of it which is s? 1] left to me there is not
ensugh work te keep me going. And there are
thgzeds of other paper-stainers in the same
plight.

. vyh(iich til'lul?tmtms how the
\ Industrially degr.

the adaptation of machinery to h}i’n cagl'li:d;flagg
where the-one shing that is left to him does not
yield a livelihood at present. That the commu-
nity’ at large has  been benefited by
the use of the machinery—that it would be
beneh_t.ed, teo, if someone were to invent a
machine which  would hang  paper on
our walls ag well as stain and grain it—is not
| open to dgubb. But indicating this advantage does

not feed the labourer that ha ‘ I
| 8 been d
(| or help him to do Something whicg shl:ﬁ!?)geg;
pgzgtggte a:' ghe work that has been lost. It
;’o blhe macﬁlllai nleB,y the man who has 1o give place
danlt

nere Paper-
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The friends of trades unionism and co-operation
are asked to assist the Card-Box Makers’ Co-Opera-~
tive Union, Leman-street. Locked out by a large
employer because tbey refused to *‘swamp all the
smaller employers,” a number of fancy card-box
makers in Whitechapel started the co-operative
business in Leman-street, with their joint savings,
a capital'of £12. Their good work: is attracting
business, but they want to have ¢*£20 at once in
band for the purchase of material.” They would
be prepared to repay it in six months: &
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