
THE . SOCIALIST CHRISTIAN LJAGUE
President: Rt. Hon, George Lansbury, M.P.

Vice-Presidents: Rev. A. D. Belden, B.D. and Canon F. Lewis Donaldson, M.A.

“THE SOCIALIST 
CHRISTIAN ”

2d. monthly. 2/6 per annum 
Editor: FRED HUGHES 
17 - 20, Holborn Hall 
Grays Inn Road, W.C.l

General Secretary and Treasurer : 

CHARLES RECORD, B.Sc., 
“ Yggdrasil,”

Bank Top, 
Almondbury, 

Huddersfield.

5rd April 1955

Bear Mr.Lansbury,

As members of the Socialist Christian 

League have, in correspondence, spontaneously 

expressed their sympathy with you, as our 

President, in your recent bereavement, I feel that 

I should not omit to convey to you, although 

belatedly, the feeling of sympathy and comradeship 

which undoubtedly is felt for you throughout the 

League.

Por the Central Council, and for 

myself, I would add that our sincere sympathy and 

good wishes are with you.

Yours fraternally.
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QUINTA DA BOA VISTA. 
FUNCHAL, 

MADEIRA.
5 April 1933

My dear Lansbury,

We have only ^ust heard, of Mrs. Lansbury^s 

d.eath, and. I want to send, you just a few lines to 

say how much we both sympathise with you. We 

remember meeting Mrs. Lansbury once or twice, and. 

so perhaps we can in a small way und.erstand some­

thing of what her loss must mean to you. We are 

both so very sorry for you.

Yours very sincerely,

Please cLon’t think of answering this. We 

shall be home on the 17th.

M'A'^A
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63 K«wbrldge Road. Bath 14 iv 1933 1

My dear Lansbury
I Wien you aii Eaeter joy. The ret 

ent news of your wife's departure for her reward brouj^ht 

(Jith it the assurance of your faith in the unseen and 

the certainty of your hope. All that is to the good.

I nave D«en- very Ouey wltn pHyonloax reeercn lately
n

a^9 it has bee a real treat to find that the most re pent

workers In toat direction are feeling that love is the

e Ie me nt they most reckon upon for a basis of certainty.

T need not explain exactly how it works, Out it

is most Cheering to rind men of science relying upon It.

There is much to make lire difficult just now and 

to wonder what can be done to put matters straight 

out I hope aii win come well.

Th 1 ne ever

M‘<‘'1
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GENERAL MANAGER.

E. W, LEWIS. 
RESIDENT SECRETARY.

2,3 & -4, COCKSPUR STREET, 
LONDON , S. W. I.

The Rt.Hon.The Earl of Albemarle-.^ 
The Rt. Hon. Reginald McKenna, p. c. '

Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada
. (incorporated in CANADA IN 1865 AS A LIMITED COMPANY.)

telephone: MONUMENT 2631-2 . MONUMENT BRANCH:

A. M. LESTER.
BRANCH MANAGER

ease quote reference..
>d Policy Number.

-XX/IAC

51-54, Gracechurch Street,

E.C.3.

ISth April, 1933.

D. Postgate Esq., 
39, Bow Road, 
London, E.3.

Dear Sir,

Re:- Policy No. NY. 1119094.

I take this opportunity of returning the Death Certificate 
of KL?s. Lansbury, the beneficiary under the above numbered policy and 
would thank you to acknowledge the safe return to you of this document.

the company and 
not hesitate to

We have entered the necessary particulars in the records of 
if I can be of service to you in any other way, please do 
let me know. .

OF 
gPOLITIGALi 
lo and oJ 
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Triridad VZorkingnien*s Association Inc.,

40 St Vincent Street, Port of Spain, 

Trinidad, British. S’est Indies,

ISth April, 1933.

To

the Rt. Honourable Mr George Lansbury M.P., 

Trans port House, Bond on.

Right Honourable Sir:-

I sun directed by my Executive 

to convey to you, and the other members of your family, 

the sincere sympathy of the Trinidad V/orkingmen»s Association 

over the Irreparable loss sustained by the death of the late 

Mrs Lansbury, the news of whose demise appeared in the 

public telegrams of the 16th instant.

It is our earnest hope that you will be endowed with

the necessary strength to bear your sad affliction*

T am, Right Honourable Sir,

Vivian E* Henry )

General Secretary,



^^_^^‘tish Guiana Wooers’ League, 
^TT Robb -Street, Lacy town, 

Georgetown.
19th April, 1933. ( ^'^'^^

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P.,
House of Commons, 

Westminster,
London, England.

Sir,

The sad news of the loss of your esteemed life-partner after 
more than fifty years of happy married life Impels us to tender you 
our very sincere sympathy in your great bereavement, and to wish you 
God’s cheer and increased strength so that you may be able to sustain 
the irreparable loss at this age.

Your noble life and valuable service to humanity have always 
filled us with admiration, and given us some inspiration though thous­
ands of miles -separate us. May there be some consolation to you to 
learn from afar that you and your excellent partner have not wasted 
life but have benefited humanity far as well as near, and that the 
Christian hope of the immortal crown awaits us after death, so that th 
dear departed are blessed in preceding to recelve~lET.

May the sweetness of your life be continued by pleasant remin 
iscences of your dear departed, if the actual communion of saints does 
not keep your spirits in constant touch, is our earnest prayer for you 
The working people of British Guiana are all united in this to you

While I remain,

Yours faithfully,

A. A. Thorne.
President.

Of

M ~!!



* Rhodesia Railway Wqrkers' I^ion. xr^
J. W. KELLER,

GENERAL SECRETARY.

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: 
“UNITY” BULAWAYO.

P.O. Box 5S6.

Telephone Nos.: 
3186 (J. W. Keller). 
3250 (C. N. Davidson). 
3251 (Enquiries).

^,»&^^^....A®rti „8J*$...zyjL.®*
S. Rhodesia.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE OUR 
REFERENCE AND DATE.

YOUR RBF, .................... ................

OUR REF.

To the Editor 
of the

England.

Sir,

Will you, he good enough to afford space in 
your columns for an expression of the deep regret felt hy 
the Vi^orkers of Rhodesia at the death of Mrs. Lansbury? 
Many of us are aware of the .fifty years’ battle which she 
and George Lansbury have waged against the cruelty of the 
capitalist system, and their fight has had its*influence 
on the lives of workers in this remote Colony of the 
Empire.

I wish to say very simply that we sympathise 
whole heartedly with the gallant Leader of the Opposition 
in the hour when he will miss his helpmate so keenly, and 
we trust he vi 11 be long spared to carry on the noble work 
to which he has devoted himself during his life, not the 
least part of which was the establishment of the "Daily 
Herald".

Thanking you, Sir,

I am,

Yours truly.



ISth May, 1933.
Ri. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., 
House of Commons, 
i^esiminster,

Dear George,

I enclose herewith a pamphlet, .which 
is a reproduction of the series of articles which 
I wrote for the ^Hew Clarion".

We, as a Union, haue not raised 
this as a Party matter, I have discussed the problem 
with dozens of Employers and find there are a large 
nu7fiber who think that something should be done. 
For that reason, the pamphlet has been addressed 
to all the Members of Parliament, to the Leaders, 
to all kinds of Public People, Joint Industrial 
Councils, Conciliation Boards, Employers* Organisations, 
Industrialists, certain Civil Servants, Public 
Authorities, Co-operative Movem,ents, Trade Unions, etc., 
in the hope that we shall create some public opinion, 
at this stage, to do s omething of a practical and 
tangible character on behalf of those who are the 
victims of the present situation.

I think the pamphlet puts the position 
quite clearly and will meet with the sympathy of the 
Party. I shall be happy, together with others, 
to discuss methods with. you. My Executive Council 
are of the opinion that if the matter is handled as 
an industrial as well as a political one, we might 
be able to get a volume of opinion to back us and 
enable us to really get something done,

SpoLmcAL J think I am optimistic, with
and" o/ this Government, but still the problem is a very serious 

one and it is not exclusively limited to our side.



■the Employers are finding the position extremely 
difficult, especially with regard to recruitment, 
apprenticeship and the necessary preparations 
in the euent of the return of trade.

Trusting to receive your hearty 
co>*operation,

GENERAL SECRETARY,



TELECRAPmC ADDRESS 
"TRjMISUNION * PARL • LON DON?

TELEPHONE
VICTORIA 7671/5

Transport House,Smith Square,

ffenejizlSecreta}^, E RN EST BEVIN
WESTMINSTER,

LONDON, 9moieialS^efeboy, STANLEY HIRST 
(2s^£.ff&iaalSecis&iJ^, JOHN CLIFF

TQi THE EXECUTIVE 
CO^HHTTEE OE THE 
LABOUR PARTY.

EB/IS 16th May, 1933.

Dear Sir and Brother,

My Executive Council have directed me 
to forward to you a copy of the pamphlet, y.^hich is a reproduction 
of the articles I wrote for the ‘^Hew Clarion .

Ue have not attempted to make this 
strictly a Party issue and the pamphlet is being sent to all 
the Members of Parliament, the Cabinet, Employers^ Organisations, 
Publicists, Industrialists, as well as to the Trade Unions, in 
the hope that we shall secure public interest in the pr oposals.

Ue trus t,, however, to receive the whole-­
hearted support of the Party because if the Trade Unions are to 
re-organise we must get the weight of this huge army of unemployed 
dealt with. As I have explained in my pamphlet, and as is 
admitted by Mr, Heville Chamberlain, that even if the trade of 
this country is restored to any great extent, the present 
growbh of rationalisation and technology is so rapid that the 
numbers of unemployed will still remain very large.

My Executive Council hopes, therefore, 
to secure your whole-hearted co-operation in the furthering of 
these pr oposals,

Yours fraternally,

ERNEST BEVIH.

OF
,m POLITICAL J

CENERAL SECRETARY.
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18. V. 33.

Dear -rnest, 
Thank you for yours of the 

Ue pamphlet. i
l?>th May and

to put ourI think before we are able 
b-.^ck into it, tn® whole question must go to 
th® T.U.C., and th® Labour i^arty
conference! 1 have always advocated the P^J^®y 
laid down in this respect in ’
nnd Joeley, Johnston and myself spjnt six 
Af onr time trying to put that policy into concrete

th® Cabinet*
I think we must not laake ®^ny mistake next

argunents which the gentlemen st ®f ^our. 8
«^« able to martial against us - though ol courts
I did not accept these.

I wonder whether you *»«“,^®LS?^^*’*' 
get a united ufiCKing 
for some other that theM.J.C. so as toup at th® — _ 

eibhnr for your scheme or 
movetnent may accept<

Yours very truly,

sm^st Bev In Beq.,
Transport House,

Gmith Square,
/^ OP

C°«™'%^

A/ ^ y^



M
W. H.Thompson,

01/0

^ € - V^-^ 4 • 13. Ma^c;,<-. t r r^, . 22na My 1933

Dear G-aLw,

You will be pleased, to hear that Letters of 

Administration have today been granted to you and, Bill as 

administrators of the estate. This document has today been 

sent to Bill for him to make the necessary registration in 

the books of the Stratford Veneer Co. and while this is being 

done perhaps you will let me know what is the next step you 

wish me to take. 'This document will of course have to be 

registered with the Co-operative Society and although 1 have 

not seen the Lease under which 39 Bow Road is held I have no 

doubt there is a provision in that deed reciuiring the production 

and registration of the Letters of Administration. However, 

to help you in this direction I am today writing the Bank and 
enq.uiring.



Dear Mr, Bevin.

You will remember you wrote to Mr. Lansbury 
on the 12th May enclosing a copy of your pamphlet, and. 
that Mr. Lansbury in his reply referred to the arguments 
used by the Treasury and other <dovernment departments 
when these questions were raised during she last 
Labour government.

Mr. Lansburghas now had an opportunity of 
collecting together the documents concerning the 
raising of the school age and. retirement pensions, 
which were issued during the Party’s last term 
of Office. If J OU would care to see these he would 
have no objection ro your doing so, but he must 
ask you -go treat them as strictly confidential and 
kt^ep them under lock and key when you j'ourself are 
not using Lhera.

The documents are at p-esent here, but if 
you will let me know if and when you would like to 
see them, I will send teem across to ^/ou 

xours sincerely.

Ernest Bevin Esq.



W. H.Thompson,

Cl/0

TELEPHONES: HOLBORN 5734 (2 LINES)

Dear G.L.,

1 have registered the Letters of Administration in 

the books of the London Go-operative Society and they are 

desirous of knowing whether you wish to oe paid the amount of 

the Share Capital and Death Benefit or whether you would 

prefer the account to oe transferred into an account in your 

name. In any case please let me have the Share Passbook of 

the late Mrs.Lansoury and if you have an account in the 

Society let me have your Passbook together with your

appropriate instruct ions.

Yours sincerely,

The Kt.non.George Lansbury, M.P., 
39 Bow Koad,
K.3»



A-<

W. H.Thompson,
SOLICITOR.

telephones: HOLBORN 5734 (a lines)

Gl/0

15tii June 1933

Dear G-.L.,

I am enclosing the Go-operative Society’s cheq.ue for the hea

benefit £7.14.4. and leave you to deal with it.

Yours sincerely,

The Rt.Hon.Greorge Lansbury, M.P.,
39, Bow Road,
Bow, E.3.

Snc.



STATELET

There are in the world, at the present time, many 
hundreds of thousands of persons who are without nationality 
and who lack the protection and assistance which that word 
implies.

The situation of those persons is due to a variety 
of reasons. It may be due to a radical change of government 
- as in the case of the Russian refugees, of whom there are 
abput a million in different parts of the world ~, or to 
racial differences - as in the case of the 300,000 Armenian 
refugees who fled from Turkey; or it may be due to the shift­
ing of frontiers following the signature of the Peace Treaties, 
which dispossessed many thousands of persons of their former 
nationality without ensuring for them the guarantee of acq.uir- 
ing another.

whatever are the causes of their present statelessness 
those persons are eminently deserving of the protection of the 
League of Nations. They should be regarded as the ’’Children 
of the League of Nations”, to use the words of Mrs. Swanwibk, 
the British Delegate, who in 1924 acted as Rapporteur to the 
League Assembly Por Refugee Questions and introduced her Report 
to the Assembly with these inspiring words: ”Is there anyone 
who is likely to be fetter friehd of the League; a better 
child of the League, than he or she who has its international 
passport?”

'n POUTiOAL ih

/Vl i^f L..j ^

The League has almost since its creation admitted its 
duty to afford assistance to persons without a country and 
without a Government willing to protect them. As long ago 
as 1921 it entrusted Dr. Nansen, its Highi Commissioner, with 
the protection and assistance of about one millinn Russian 
refugees. His mandate was extended successively to 300,000 
Armenian refugees, and to some thousands of Assyrians, Assyro- 
Chaldean and Turkish refugees. \Vhat the Nansen Office has been 
able to accomplish for those refugees, in the face of the most 
extraordinary difficulties, is now a matter of history. It has 
transformed many tens of thousands of what were facetiously 
described as ’’International tramps” into citizens of the world 
who are entitled to obtain Nansen passports from more than 
fifty Governments, as well as many kinds of legal and material 
assistance from the representatives of the Nansen Office in 
fifteen countries. That assistance takes a variety of forms: 
it ranges from the large scale settlement of thousands of 
Armenian refugees in agricultural colonies and urban quarters 
in Syria and Soviet Armenia, to the placing of refugees in 
groups; as families; or as individuals, in every conceivable 
occupation - from engineers to bootblacks - in countries as 
far flung as Brazil and China. Now must it be thought that 
these persons are treated as the pampered objects of charity: 
far from it: they retain their self-respect, and the Nansen 
Office husbands its funds, by means of a system of advances to 
indigent refugees which they have to repay as soon as they get 
on their feet, to enable the Nansen Office to help still more 
destitute refugees. In other words, the Nansen Office acts as 
a sort of benevolent banker to the refugees.

An attempt was made^ by Dr. Nansen and M. Albert Thomas, 
in 1927 and 1928, to extend to all stateless persons the 
facilities afforded to the Russian and Armenian refugees. 
These efforts were only successful in so far as the Assyrian, 
Assyro-Chaldean and Turkish refugees were concerned, Sir Austen 
Chamberlain in particular insisting at the Council table that 
the Nansen Office was only created to protect persons who had 
become refugees as a result of the Great War. Thanks, however,



to efforts made by the International Federation of League of 
Nations Sosieties and by Sir Willoughby (noviz Lord) Dickinson 
and Sir 'Walter Napier, the League was subsequently induced 
to introduce a system of passport for persons without national­
ity. That system was only adhered to by a limited number of 
Governments and in practice has given but meagre results, owing 
to the absence of any international machinery charged with the 
execution of the system.

The failure to secure the extension of ths Nansen Office 
services to all stateless persons was due to the fear of certain 
Governments that such extension would confer political protection 
on those persons and micourage some of them to undertake active 
political measures against thesountries of which they were pre­
viously nationals. If there was any ground for such anxiety 
in 1927 and 1928, it no longer exists, seeing that the present 
functions of the Nansen Office are purely humanitarian. It is 
possible, moreover, that too great an emphasis was laid on the 
necessity of helping stateless persons^ and far too little em­
phasis on the advantages which would be conferred on the coun­
tries concerned by relieving them of the danger connected with 
the existence in their countries, or on their borders, of large 
numbers of outlaws. That danger was stressed by Dr. Nansen in 
his Report to the Ninth assembly, in which he said:

’’If intelligent human beings are forced to brood over a 
situation so much against their wishes and efforts that they 
come to regard it as an injustice, and if they are denied 
the most elementary forms of protection, there is the dan­
ger that their physical and intellectual energies, instead 
of being turned into constructive channels, may be exploited 
in other ways which will exact a heavy reckoning out of all 
proportion to the slight sacrifice they now ask. ”

Recent events have increased the number of stateless persons 
and even the most optimistic student of international affairs 
would hardly venture to hazard the opinion that those numbers 
will not be increased in the next few years.

A time will certainly come when the League will be forced 
by public opinion to face frankly the facts of this situation 
and shoulder its responsibility, and it can but gain credit in 
the eyes of that public opinion by a courageous initiative now. 
Adequate authority for the purpose would appear to be conferred 
by Article 11, paragraph 2, of the Covenant, v/hich reads:

"It is also declared to be the right of each Member of the 
League to bring to the attention of the A^embly or of the 
Council any circumstance whatever effecting international 
relations which threatens to disturb international peace 
or the good understanding between nations upon which peace 
depends."

Objections on financial grounds ms.y be raised to the 
extension of the Nansen Office services to all stateless persons. 
It vzould therefore considerably facilitate negotiations if any 
recommend tions to the League on the subject were accompanied 
by the definite promise of funds to enable the Nansen Office to 
afford adequate assistance.

There is just one other objection which may be raised. It 
will probably be pointed out that the Nansen Office is required to 
liquidate its organisation by the end of 1938, and that, in con­
sequence, it might be useless for it to commence a task which it 
could not finish satisfactorily. It is almost certain, however. 



given the necessary funds, that the material side of the 
problem could be substantially solved before 1938. 
The political and legal aspects of the refugee problems 
will remain a permanent responsibility of the League 
Secretariat.

D/CH/1.7.33



Telephone Temple Bar 2006* Vigollan, Rand, London*Trade (& Deliveries, 30 Maiden Lane WC

DIRECTORS
VICTOR GOLL^CZ • NORMAN COLLINS • FRANK STRAWSON (sTRAUSS) • STANLEY MORISON 

C^^” ‘^‘^•^ RUTH GOLLANCZ • EDGAR DUNK 

‘^VICTOR GOLLANCZ, LTD
14 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2

LONDON 7th July 1933

The Rt Hon George Lansbury,M P 
39 Bow Road,E 3

Dear Lansbury,

I have been urgently approached this morning by Professor 

Jacob Isaacs,of London University,in the matter of Dr Carlo 

Mierendorf. I asked Isaacs to set out the points in writing, 

and I attach what he has written. I understand from Isaacs 

that Mierendorf has many close friends in England,and,as 

apparently the only thing that is influencing Germany at all 

at the present moment is fear of public opinion abroad,the 

idea is that some pressure might be brought by pointing out the 

concern which is being caused to Mierendorf’s English friends.
1 don’t know whether there is any influence you can use - 

this appears to be the only way of tackling the matter.

Yours sincerely

PS Mierendorf is a Socialist (not a Communist),and is not a Jew.



CLc

11. vii. 33.

Dear Captain Eden,

I wonder whether anything can be done 

in the case of Dr. Carlo ’iierendorf, which has 

been sent to me fs'om a very reliable source.

I know that it is not a case in which 

we could officially interfere, but it may^be 

possible for our Ambassador to make discreet 

enquiries.

Yours sincerely.

Capt. A. ’Dden, U.C., a.?^ 
Foreign D^ice



PERSONAL AND
CONFIDENTIAL.

Foreign Office, 
“*^"‘^'‘'~”*’***^wia<t^S^.JVy2^1^

14th July, 1955

With reference to my letter of the 12th July, I 

find that we had already heard from Lord Cecil about 

the case of Dr. Mierend<^f. Much as we may sympathise 

with the sufferings of this unfortunate man and with the 

desire of his English friends to do what they can to 

help him, it is only too clear, as I feared, that there 

is really nothing that this Department can usefully do, 

officially or otherwise, in the matter. Since Dr. 

Mierendorf is a Germainational, we should have no locus 

standi for making any representations on his behalf to 

official quarters in Germany. Further, such representa­

tions would not only most certainly meet with a rebuff, 

but they would probably defeat their own object by making 

Dr. Mierendorf’s position and his chances of better 

treatment even worse than they apparently are at present.

In/ 

The Right Honourable 
George Lansbury, J.P., M.P.



In any case it would be invidious for us to pick 

out and take up one Individual case from among the

numberless instances of ill-treatment and persecution 

which have been occurring in Germany during the last few 

months. If we did so I feel sure that Dr. Mierendorf 

would be suspected or accused of spreading "atrocity 

propaganda" - you knov^r how fond the Germans are of the 

expression, and how they resent a well-founded charge - 

and he would be treated worse than ever. I am afraid 

therefore that there is no action which we could take 

on behalf of Dr. Mierendorf.



W. H.Thompson,
SOLICITOR.

TELEPHONES: HOLBORN 5734 (SUINES)

Cl/0

Private

19th July 1933

Dear G-.L.,

.0.3 Mr Olay ton informed you yesterday I have 

expended on your "behalf in Estate Duty and Prohate Court 

Fees and stamp duties roughly £45 and the arrangement he 

came to with you yesterday is (luite satisfactory to me. There 

is no need for you to hurry about sending me the £55 and I

am prepared to wait any time to suit you.

Yours sincerely,

The Rt.Hon.G-eorge lansbury, M.P., 
39 J Bow Road,
Bow,
E.3.



C Copy of my first, letter to Hr Lansbury ) '^—

24-8-33
Dear Ilr Lansbury^

The enclosed, letters speah for themselves. I had 

hoped that someone v/ould clear up the point on which I was not 

clear. Can you do so? The national’ Union of Seamen is more 

than it was when Mr Shinwell broke away from it. The Shipovmers 

think so much of it that they hold it together by means of the 

P.C.5. You welcomed it back into the Labour Party. The Daily 

Herald speaks well of it and of the P.C.5. Mr Shinwell, and hr 

Lewis showed that they were no better than the officials of the 

h.U.s. when they launched the Amalgamated Marine Workers Uhion. 

1 see knov/ of no reason why they should not stand together on 

the Labour Party platform. Does the Labour Party approve of the 

h.U. S. J the P.C,5., and the kind of union which Mr Shinwell and 

Mr Lewis formed before they moved on to the political field? will 

you please enlighten me on this point, as I want to know what I 

am voting for when next the Labour Party asks me to vote for its 
candidate?

Tours sincerely,

S, Park.

P.S. 1 have voted Labour all my life, but I did not think t

I was voting for petty dictators and the P.C.S.

iS'^yjIOAL 2 



Copy of Kr Lansbui'y’ s reply -to my first, letter.

28, YUI. 33

Dear Mr. Paj?k,

I have your letter. Apparently the statements made in 

your letter to Forward were incorrect if Shinwellisletter of 

the 14th, July is accurate.

The P.e,5 has been in force a good manjr years now and X 

paIdaw hear any complaints about it, but it seems to me that 

this is a matter for the Seamen and Firemen themselves. There 

is ft the Union, and although it takes a long while to get a 

plebiscite of its members, this can be done and its up to you 

if you are a member of the union to get a vote as to whether 

the P.C.S shall continue to receive the support of the Seamen 

and Firemen,

1 have sent many men to the unionas 1 have sent them to 

the Transport Union in connection with work at the docks and 

yours is the first complaint I have received in late years in 

connection with this matter.

Yours truly, 

(signed) George Lansbury.
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tCGpy of my second letter to E(Ir Lansbury. >

Dear Mr Lansbury,

Tbanl^ you for your reply to my letter. As the points 

on v/hich 1 vzish to be enlightened are not yet clear to me, I 

hope won’t mind if I write to you again,

Mr Shinwell and Mr Lewis formed the British Seafarers 

Union because the IT.U.S, was not run on the lines of the best 

trade unions in this country,They fought the N.L.S, for years. 

Then they formed the A.M,W,b. here are some of its rules:- 

Rule Ids ’’Branch Secretaries shall be appointed by the G.E.C-. ” 

Rules5,6,7, ’’(The Kational Officials)? shall hold office during 

the pleasure of the Society,” Perhaps Mr Shirovell will check 

these axtracts, and tell you under which rule the members had 

power to get rid of any official, I could not find it.

Does the Labour Party approve of unions like the * 

A,M,Vir,ir,? Does the Labour Party think that the men who formed 

it ought to be elected to power to bring in Socialism?

You suggest that I ought to get a vote M the seamen 

to see whether they v^ill continue to support the P,C,5, What 

1 want to do is to find out whether the Labour Party approves 

of the P.C.S, and the kind of democracy— udder which one man’s 

vote may count as one,and another man’s vote may count as five 

or six perhaps—which is in operation in the IT,U,S, You. don't 

suppose the seamen voted for these things, do you? The first 

hint hint- 1 had of it the P.C.S, v;as when a British Consul told 

^ QP *^®^®’ ^’^ threatening tones, about some new arrangement which was 
iV°an1?*’"oP®^’^ ^Y “^^^ Shipovmers and the officials of the N.U.S. 



by means of vZhich men v/ould be dealt withvZho refused to put* up 

\;ith bad conditions. The next time I heard about it was-v/hen arA 

official of the h.U.S, told us at a branch meeting in Glasgow* tha 

before very long vze would have to belong to the h.U.S. whether 

we bloody-well liked it or not. The Daily Herald knew what' it 

;;as devised for when it said, with obvious approval, that,by-> 

means of the P.C.5., no man not wanted by the owners or not in 

benefit in the n.U.G. 'would get a job. The P.C,5. looks to- me 

like a fascist instrument to keep the seamen where the owners 

and the union officials want them, and it looks as if the 

..eculiai' IhU. b. metlxod of voting vzas brought in to make it 

difficult for tlie seamen to get rid of the P.C.5 or of the- »•* 

officials who operate it. Does the Labour Party approve of* the' ■ 

P.C.5 and of the LhS.LT. brand of democrac;/? If they v/ere-iartposed 

upon other 'workers by employers and trade union officials, * would 

the Labour Party raise any objection? There is a lot of-talir' 

about dictators these days, and I hope that your reply 'will make 

at puite clear that the Labour Party does not believe in 

dictators, camouflaged or open.

: fours sincerely,

L. Pax’k. - ■ ' ' 

P.b. If the Labour Party does not believe in dicta.tors, but-has 

no objection to the P.C.5 and to tlie IT.U.S, brand of democracy, 

I hope you will make that point quite clear.

(t OP ^

^Hh3
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Copy of Kr Lansbiiry’s reply to my second letter.

Dear & Paric,

1 have your letter of the li 1st. and have really nothing 

more to say than I have already said to you on the subject. I 

am Sony not to he able to answer you in the way you desire.

Tours truly,

C signed) George Lansbury.

Copy of Shinwell’s letter. 

(.To- the Editor of Forward.)

Dear Comrade,

Tour correspondent S.Parh, is sureljr dreaming. The Marine 

VZorkers Union, v/ith which I was formerly connected, went out of 

existence in the early part of 1927, therefore the question 

raised in S. Park’s letter so far as I am concerned does not 

arisa.

Tours sincerely.

E, Shinwell.,

Z^^^''^.
*3


