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T, NOVEMBER 5, 1906.
WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

----- —--------

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir, I have just received the enclosed letter 

from Mrs. Sidney Webb. As she generously 
allows me to make any use of it I like, may I beg 
the favour of its insertion in The Times ?

Those who have been working for many years 
| for women’s suffrage naturally regard with 
extreme satisfaction the adhesion to the move­
ment of two of the ablest women who have 
hitherto opposed it, Mrs. Creighton and Mrs. 
Sidney Webb. Mrs. Creighton’s change of view 
was chronicled in your columns about a week ago.

Yours obediently,
MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCETT.

41, Grosvenor-road, Westm inster-embankm ent, 
Nov. 2.

Dear Mrs. Fawcett,—You once asked me to let you 
know if I ceased to object to the grant of the electoral 
franchise to women. The time has come when I feel 
obliged to do so.

My objection was based principally on my disbelief in 
the validity of any " abstract rights,” whether to votes, 
or to property, or even to " life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.” I prefer to regard life as a series of obliga­
tions—obligations of the individual to the community 
and of the community to the individual. I could not see 
that women, as women, were under any particular obliga­
tion to take part in the conduct of government.

I have been told that the more spiritually minded 
Eastern readily acquiesces in the material management of 
his native country by what he regards as the Anglo-Saxon 
" man of affairs.” In the same way I thought that 
women might well be content to leave the " rough and 
tumble " of party politics to their mankind, with the 
object of concentrating all their own energies on what 
seemed to me their peculiar social obligations—the 
rearing of children, the advancement of learning, and the 
landing on from generation to generation of an apprecia-. 
ion of the spiritual life.

urdar

Such a division on labour between men and women is 
hoy ver, only practicable if there is among both sections done scontinuous feeling of consent to what sssseeng 

sciousness consent can hardly avoid being upset * the works of government comes actively to overlap the pare “icular obligations of an excluded class. If our Indian 
administrators were to interfere with the religious 

ehlisations.of Hindus or Mahomedans, British PEeTh thatia wou ’ suppose, come to an end. It seems to me 
that something analogous to this is happening in h 
Sen toxdoy with regard to the particular obligations 

Raxmen.. The rearing of children, the advancement of 
regard as the particular obligations of women"arey“ig" 
clear, more and more becoming the main preoccupations 
of the community as a whole. The Legislatures of this 
genturx are, in one country after another, “creasing 
devoting themselves to these subjects. Whilst I reioics 
in much of this new development of politics I think eemuntelx, accounts. for the increasing Kostiveneskedt 

========= 
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ttres===C=r.==C: 
garuc bukZnPB"YssSTORoriHgtoRs=tsrgnt.,sepeuzCEOAPO: 

: SBSBBfe^ 
. swssssi^A^S 

constitutional methods of asserting their vievss"as!9"rom 
' kReAhsasettemoltezrensive, To the.EEseros personas EnAEiYSg 

an undistinguished, ana IAasuch behaviour vulgar is language. The way out" Or“Yhis"unpreasditerater."se of 
among Gonszn—s.LQKPsxenE" pentsczeoYEBssaqomserouenese 

compel them to claim a share in the conduct of political afairs—to find a constitutional channel Pontica
cis.reasoning involves, of course, the admission to the 
franchise of women as women, whether married or sine 
propertied or wage-earning. single,

, It is, I feel, due to you that I should tell . . — 
LheeTSstedfanttiy"ndzson" 1 thought you wonid BorhaKs ^

Yours very truly, BEATRICE WKBE.

. DEMONSTRATION IN TRAFALGAR-SQUARK. I: 
“in - in support of woman suffrage was beta |
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THE MANCHESTER EVENING CHRONICLE; WEDNESDAY,

THE WIRE PULLER.

It is rumoured that Mr. Sidney Webb, the well-known Fabian, drafted the new Licensing Bill. And the Fabians claim that 
he also inspired the Education Act of 1903.
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(Cheers.) Brieny, and most imperfectly,1 wave attempted 
to lay before you one argament, not perhaps very easy of 
comprehension, but lending up, as I think, to a conclusion 
absolutely necessary if we are to be saved from a hopeless 
pessimism. For my own part I cannot conceive human 1 
society permanently deprived of the religious element a 
(cheers), and, on the other hand, J look to science far ‘ 
more than to the work of statesmen or to the -creation of 
constitutions, or to the elaboration of social systems, or 
to the study of sociology, I look to science more than 
anything else as the great ameliorator of the human lot in 
the future? (Cheers.) If I had to believe that those two 
great powers were, indeed, in immutable and perpetual 
antagonism, it would be impossible for me to avoid that 
hopeless despair which makes effort impossible, which 
deprives labour of all its fruit for the future, whether we 
live to see it or not, which makes the travail and struggle 
of mankind for the hanny and better conditions ofL
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PEOPLE.

Mr. Sidney Webb, Fabian and Democrat, defends the Committee 3 
Secondary School Policy.

Tears run downness of his appeal is without question.
the cheeks of members, and altogether the scene is as re- 
markable as the

The Council: DECEMBER 17TH, 1907.—AN ORATOR OF THE

At midnight to-day probably the most eloquent speech 
ever made at Spring Gardens is delivered by Mr. AV. Iq I Q 
Crooks, M.P. The oratorical methods of the Poplar repre­
sentative are never obscured, but the power and earnest-



—penaser.) taken place aa 
subject of filling up the post of Council s Assistant In- 
spector, which will be rendered vacant by Mr. Burnet’s 
resignation. Mr. Gray moves the reference pack. In 
1901 the School Board had eight or nine inspectors, 
while the Board of Education had forty-four, in London. 
Now the Education Committee has twelve district 
inspectors for the day schools, with their assistants, 
and many others beside, while the Board of Education 
has reduced its. London inspectorate to fourteen. The 
Committee is paying out of local rates for services which 
in other parts of the country are being paid for out of 
the Imperial Exchequer. It is not only unnecessary, but 
injurious to the educational service to have two sets of 
men, with two standards, inquiring into the work, with 
confusion, waste, and inconvenience as a result.

* * * *
Mr. Goldsmith seconds. He lias been talking to the 

head teacher of a school who has had twelve inspectors 
on the building in a year. The school and the teachers 
are suffering from over-inspection. Miss Lawrence does 
not agree with Mr. Gray. They, the Committee, must 
either institute a system of personal inspection or else 
hire persons to do it for them. How could they rely on 
His Majesty’s Inspectors to tell them what teachers were 
fit for promotion ? The debate is continued at length. 
Dr. Sophie Bryant being in favour of the present 
method. She calls the inspectors the “eyes and the 
ears of the committee.” Both the Rev. S. Headlam and 
Mr. Gautrey suggest that, on the whole, the attitude of 
the Council’s inspectorate towards the teachers is much 
improved. The latter supports, but the mover opposes 
the amendment. On a division, Mr. Gray s amendment 
is defeated by 19 votes to 11.

* * * *
Mr. Gautrey has for some time been urging that the 

next training college should be erected in the country 
or at the seaside, and lie is anxious that the Higher 
Education Sub-Committee shall again give the matter its 
careful consideration. Mr. Sidney Webb promises that 
this shall be done. Then a long discussion takes place 
on the highly involved case of the salaries of the teachers 
in the Jews’ Free School. Mr. Shepheard moves the 
reference back. He says the Committee had originally 
made a mistake on this question. They ought now to 
pay the salaries or take some steps to put themselves 
mrenmslusccends. and suggests that an en- osogyseestmygmet! i





First Published
Nov. 1903

New Series

MAB
Mainly About Books

Vol. IB. No. 1. April, 1908 Price Id.
Post free 14d.

Nero.
From “The Roman Empire,” by H. Stuart Jones. 

(See page 19.)
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