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" I have been asked,” the man told listeners, " to 
give a talk in answer to Sir Herbert Austin.” Here he 
paused for a few seconds; then came his passionate 
outburst:

" But my talk has been so cut about and censored 
by the B.B.C. that it is a travesty of what I intended 
to say ... I cannot give it." I Sha 20)4 I*T25)

A few words more, then silence—and an announcer 
stating that Mr. William Ferrie’s talk would not take
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Tuesday, DAILY HERALD march 6, 1934.

WHAT MR. FERRIE MEANT TO SAY ON RADIO
My Mates Are Slaves

Of the Machine
(Continued from Page One)

I “ I found that I was crippled in my 
, talk, and I took the only way out I could 

think of.”
| Mr. Ferrie lives at Islington. N., and 

is employed by a car body building firm 
in Hendon, N.W.

He had been specially chosen by the 
B.B.C. to follow Sir Herbert Austin, who 
broadcast last week in the same series, 
“ The National Character.”

Mr. Ferrie was introduced by the an­
nouncer to give a short talk on Modern 
History and National Character.

Here are the main points in the speech 
that he intended to deliver. Those 

J passages that the B.B.C. told him he 
1 must omit are in italics.
i I'd like to say at once that you will 

find that Sir Herbert Austin and I don't 
ogree—that wasn't to be expected. Any- 
)• it will be all the more interesting 
$ you who are listening.
‘ Sir Herbert Austin contrasted working- 
lass life now and 50 years ago, and that 

contrast made him draw a very cheerful 
picture of working-class life to-day—it 
was such a cheerful picture that I for 
one couldn’t recognise it.

He said that modern factory condi­
tions have improved the health of the 
worker in every branch of industry.

He said that the worker could now 
obtain credit (which seemed to mean to 
him that his bank balance was sound).

He said that many workers owned 
their own houses, bought furniture on 
the hire purchase system, had deposits in 
municipal banks, and—had developed a 
growing sense of thrift.

be able to see for yourselves whether 
the slaves are made of metal or not.
I work on a conveyor belt under the 

Bedaux system. In our factory we manu­
facture cars. In the shop you will find 
a long line of travelling bodies swoop­
ing and dipping in accordance with the 
layout of the shop.

On the belts is the machine which 
is being made. Now it’s on the ground 
level. Now it rises on the conveyor 
over our heads to come down again 
to earth when next required. In this 
way ground space is saved.
But it means that we have to chase 

our ever-moving job. and as the speed 
of the conveyor increases so does the 
hardness of our work, and I’d like to re­
mind you too that the speed of the belt 
can be regulated by the supervisor at 
very short notice.

In one factory where I worked there 
was an increase of speed from 3 feet 
per minute to 13 feet per minute. There 
was no increase in our pay.
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A TYRANT

BEAUTIFUL PICTURE
I don’t want to waste my time de­

stroying this beautiful picture of work- 
Ing-class life. Enough to say as regards 
health to-day and fifty years ago that 
68 per cent, of recruits to His Majesty’s 
Army were rejected last year on grounds 
of physical unfitness. So much for im­
proved health!

Thrift! Let Sir Hebrert Austin tell 
this yarn to a chap I know who by thrift 
in better days bought a house. He was 
thrown out of work because of the intro­
duction of new machinery.

I won't repeat what he said about 
thrift when the Means Test investiga­
tor called upon him!
Sir Herbert in his closing sentences 

said, if I remember rightly, “ mechanisa- 
ion is now relieving the brain of the old 
ediums and giving it a new stimulus.” 

And then he said something about 
‘ slaves of to-day being made of metal 
while the mind of man directs.”

I’d like to take you on a trip 
through a modern plant, then you’d

in my opinion, the conveyor belt has 
become a tyrant.

The machine enslaves us. It com­
pels us to do its bidding. We have to 
accept its pace and follow its com­
mands. The conveyor belt is our 
master.
If the management in the factory 

decide to increase speed by 10 per cent., 
a thousand hands work 10 per cent, 
faster

I wish you could see the thing at work. 
When the belt is on the move nothing in 
the world exists for us except the line 
of chassis relentlessly bearing down on 
us. We often work with sweat pouring 
out of us.

Each worker has to finish his 
particular job before the next chassis 
bears down on him—and then- the next 
and the next and the next.

Some men are underneath on their 
backs; others are on little parts pro­
pelling themselves along by their heels 
all day long; others scramble about in 
order to keep the line up to production 
standard.
I do know, from experience, that high 

speed affects the whole nervous system.
I believe that the cause of the trouble 

is not the machines but the private 
ownership of these machines, and in

by his employer even if there wasn't 
immediate work for him to do.

There's none of that nowadays—or, at 
least, very little of it.

Regular work means that you can 
plan out how to use your wages to the 
best advantage. The average weekly 
earnings in the motor industry for 1933 
was about 57s. 6d. per week. If you are 
certain of that sum you can lay your 
plans and spend it to the best advan- 
Cage. But 57s. 6d. isn’t very much.

What can a man with a family do 
on it? How much can he save for the 
black days of unemployment? I asked
one of my friends 
spent his money, 
to hear it.

The biggest item

to tell me how he 
Perhaps you'd like

is, of course, rent
—16s. a week. That's a scandal.

The next biggest item is fares.
The next biggest item is food out, 

6s. 4d.
Then there’s insurance, 2s.: trade 

union membership. 1s. 6d.; clothes for 
himself and his family, about 3s. a week; 
coal for heating and cooking 2s. 6d. a 
week.

WAGES REDUCED
While production has been increased, 

wages have been reduced, and the num­
ber of workers employed is less.

Those workers who still manage to 
retain a job have witnessed the repeated 
attacks on unemployment benefit. They 
have, many of them, themselves 
experienced the " joys ” of the " Not

Thousands Living in
Basements

is it any wonder, then, that the । Should they happen to possess a wire- 
workers are becoming increasingly deter- less set they can listen quite often to 
mined to prevent any further encroach- good musical programmes and other 
ment upon their living standards? items.

Many of my mates say, and justly. About religion! The deevlopment of 
" We are not responsible for the our machine age has killed the hell-fire 
economic chaos which exists. We do not I and brimstone idea. Just as our boss

is of production." 
blind to the fact

go short of food, factory

has become impersonal, so has religion. 
I have described my factory. In the

and o
into the

live in a very real world.

family mu: 
sion upon t 
ing class?

period betw 
getting to 
what is c

saying so I am only expressing 
viction that is rapidly growing 
my workmates.

There's another thing I’d like 
about work under the machine.

a con- 
among

to say 
in the

Genuinely Seeking Work" Clause, 
Anomalies Act, the Means Test, and 
so-called training centres.

They realise that though for

the 
the

the

old days an employee who possessed 
some particular skill was often retained

moment in a job, they may at any time 
find themselves outside the factory and 
subject to the " tender mercies " of the 
Means Test inquisition, and P.A.C.

hink that such cases as 
rking woman in Hamp- 
litted suicide because of 
futile efforts to feed her 
ike a profound impres- 
inds of the British work-

about our leisure. The 
een knocking off work and 
work the, next morning is 
mmonly called " leisure."

What hypocrisy! Leisure implies facili­
ties to enjoy oneself and relax.

of course, someone 
bright suggestion that 
ing-man’s home is his 
stay at home. Most of

might make the 
as " every work- 
castle,” why not 
them do. not be­

cause they choose to. but because they 
have no other alternative. They can't 
afford to go anywhere else.

Take the homes of the workers in 
Islington, where I live. Overcrowding 
is appalling.

There are 15,359 families living in 
one-roomed tenements and 552 of these 
families live five or more to a room. 
There are 26,805 families living in two- 
roomed tenements.

LIVING IN BASEMENTS

In London alone there at least 100,000 
workers living in 30,000 basement dwell- 
ings. which are in such a condition that 
they stand as a disgusting monument to 
an economic system based on the profit 
motive

In Islington there arc 1,460 base­
ment dwellings which come strictly 
within the meaning of the term— 
dwellings at or below street level—but 
there are at least 13,600 which are 
practically in the same category.
Let us take these workers who have a

few bob to spend.
They can drop 

pub.
Or they can go 

films and amuse

What is open to them? 
round to the corner

to the cinema and see 
themselves by watch-

ing how the upper classes are supposed 
to solve problems which arise from their 
falling in love with each other's wives 
and husbands, and in which, incidentally, 
workers are usually depicted as half-wits 
having no other desire than to serve 
their so-called betters.

Levers, buttons, belts, power.
Should anything go wrong with the 

machinery the worker or the foreman 
would not dream of looking for some 
supernatural cause. He would examine 
the machinery.

Can you wonder, then, that the 
modern worker looks at life generally
in the same Miracles don't
happen in the workshop, and matter- 
of-fact explanations can be found for

I most evils.

ASKED TO SACRIFICE
What does all this boil down to?
We, as workers, arc being continually

asked to sacrifice in the interests of the 
। " nation." but as one eminent Tory 
statesman of the last century pointed 

| out: there arc two nations, the rich 
and the poor.

My workmates see that "equal sacri- 
fice,” " the maintenance of British 

I prestige " and the perpetual pointing to 
the corner which we are forever sup­
posed to be turning means for us harder 
work for less wages, the prospect of 
unemployment, starvation and degrada­
tion.

The policies which have been put for­
ward over the wireless give me and my 
mates no hope. They all boil down to 
harder work and less for it, or no work 
at all.

" We see the feverish preparations for 
war on a world scale. We see the wave 
of Fascist terror sweeping across Europe. 
We sec the growth of the forces of Fas­
cist reaction here in this country.

THIS CONTRAST
" On the other hand we see in Soviet 

Russia a seven-hour day. wages doubled 
in five years, and the leisure and facili­
ties for education and culture.

“ My mates arc talking about this con­
trast between conditions here and there 
and arc expressing their determination 
not to go on accepting Fascism and war.

" The dissatisfaction of the workers 
with their lot is growing. The limita­
tions imposed on us educationally and 
culturally is making us increasingly de­
termined not to tolerate a social system
which 
velop 
ence.”

denies us the opportunity to de- 
our material and cultural exist-



“WIDOW’S JEWELLERY 
MONEY

WAS OVERLOOKED”
—Says Prosecution

A WITNESS in the murder charge 
— against three men at Croydon 
(Surrey), was stated to have been 
interfered with outside the court 
before giving evidence.

In the dock were: Leslie Martin, 
aged 32, motor-driver, of Mitcham- 
road, Croydon; Albert Henry Ansell, 
aged 29, printer’s cutter and ware­
houseman, of Gilbert-road, Kenning­
ton, S.E., and Walter Thomas Ross, 
aged 24, leather stainer, of Station­
road, Camberwell, S.E., who are 
charged with the murder of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Juliet Ray, a 76-year-old 
widow, who was found dead in her 
house at Handcroft-road, Croydon.

Mr. vincent Evans, who prosecuted, 
said that Mrs. Ray was alone in the 
house when the 
alleged murder men.
was committed, I -—.
her lodger, Mr.
Pennefather. hav- 
ing gone for a tier 
walk.

Mr. Evans said “aor a *
although men raw ih
had apparently voa 
visited the house — 
with the object Roi i
of robbery, no- .

real name, by the way, is Jo 
goes by the nickname of 
Fairy.).

" On February 14 Knowl 
this man Martin and told h

es. He also 
' Curly' or

money in 47, Handcroft-road,
pointed the house out to h 

“TO DO THE SHOW”

" On February 17
Martin, with another mar 
Knowles at his stall and
going down to do ths

" Knowles understo 
Martin was referring 
road.”

Mr. Evans said that 
peared at Knowles’ si

•s was with 
m there was

and
im.

6.15 p.m.,
came up to 

said, ' I am
it show.’
ad by that tha 
to 47, Handcroft

appear that the probable

t Martin again ap- 
tall, and it would

me was about
8.15 p.m.

"Martin went up to Knowles and said. 
‘ I turned the rat over. There was no­
thing there—not a light.' By that 
Knowles understood that Martin was re­
ferring to 47, Handcroft-road, that he 
had been there, and found nothing.

“ He said to Martin .' What did you do 
with the old girl?—You did not hurt her.
did you? ’ 
right now.

Martin replied. ' She is all
No one saw u: away. All

thing 
w a s 
The 
were

very much

we left behind was a handkerchief.’
" Knowle said, ' You had better get 

away from here.' ”
"FAIRY” JONES

in
drawer 
front 
and the

obtained, 
valuables 
a locked 
in the 
bedroom 
thief or

thieves had either 
overlooked it or 
had not had time 
to force it.

Mrs. Ray

It contained a sum of £14 10s., a Post 
Office savings book and some jewellery.

“ Further inquiries by the police led

They went into a public house which 
was opposite, and shortly afterwards 
Martin came in and said, " The ambu­
lance is down there. What do they want 
the ambulance for? " Martin then left.

It was decided to interview Ansell and 
Ross. Both were taken to Croydon 
police station.

When William Knowles was called, Mr. 
Evans said, " With regard to this witness, 
there has been some form of interference

them to Mr. William Knowles (a stall­
keeper), who is known to Martin (whose |"

outside the court this morning." 
Knowles said he knew Martin as

' Fairy ” Jones.

qiatskstatsts

BLIND UNDERGRADUATE—Ox­
ford possesses a blind undergra­
duate, Miss Margaret Brand, who is 
studying English literature. Here 
she is (left) off to lectures with a 

friend.

Arson Alleged 
Against 
“Friendless” 
Blind Man

A BLIND man was committed for 
— trial at Stockport on a charge 
of arson.

He is Samuel Fildes, aged 50, and it 
was alleged that he set fire to the Stock- 
port Public Assistance Committee’s 
Children's Cottage Home.

Sergeant Higginbotham said that when 
charged Fildes said, “ I hear it was the 
children’s home I set fire to. I am sorry, 
I did not mean that. It was the church 
building I meant to fire.”

Fildes told the court that for the past 
two or three years he had allowed drink 
to become his master and it had over- 
powered him.

" In addition,” he said, " I have been 
living for three years in a dirty, filthy 
lodging-house, and the consequence is 
that to-day I am not fit to enter the 
home of any decent citizen. That has 
driven me to do what I have done, being 
totally blind and friendless.”

CHILDHOOD 
HORROR 

REVEALED
GIRL’S APPEAL 
AFTER THEFT

A GIRL who, as a child, saw her 
— father riddled with bullets by 
masked men, appealed in the Court 
of Appeal against a sentence of six 
months’ imprisonment for stealing a 
handbag.

The girl, Doris Hunt, had been 
sentenced at London Sessions. The 
court now bound her over in £20 to 
be of good behaviour for 12 months, 
and ordered her to undertake to obey 
and stay with her mother.

It was stated that in 1921 her father 
was serving in Ireland with the “ Black 
and Tans," and, one evening, when he 
was dining at a hotel with his wife and 
daughter and some friends, six masked 
men burst into the room and riddled 
him with bullets.

A bullet grazed one of Miss Hunt’s 
legs. She received a terrible shock, 
from which she never had recovered, 
and her intelligence now was that of 
a girl of eleven.

Mr. J. D. Cassels (for the girl) said 
her mental history and condition were 
not before the Court when she was 
sentenced. Had that been known a 
different course would probably have 
been taken.

When her father was shot dead, she 
rushed to him as he fell to the floor, and 
as she was stooping over him, the shots 
still rang out, some piercing her clothing 
and one her leg.

•' She was taken away screaming, he 
went on, “ and everybody is satisfied 
that she carries with her to this day the 
effect of the shock of being a witness of 
the scene."

Mr. Cassels added that Miss Hunt re­
ceived some £1,500 as compensation 
for the loss of her father.

Dr. W. R. C. Watson, formerly a 
medical officer of prisons, said her 
mental age did not exceed 12, and in 
some particulars fell to nine.

MADAME PRINCE and her son 
after attending a memorial service 
in Paris to her husband, M. Albert 
Prince, the murdered French judge.

BETTE
I

JAIL FOR MOTORIST 
WHODRQUE ON

13 ACCUSED OF 
KILLING MAN

GANG RAID ON DANCE 
HALL

men, were charged with
Jacmsbnnbemnpolice court
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L Anotner development which may have I g.
contributed to the feeling of relief which 
was visible in the financial district to-day 
was with respect to the sensational allega­
tions presented before the House Inter- 
State and Foreign Commerce Committee 
yesterday by James H. Rand, jun., concern­
ing the real objectives of various members 
of the President’s “ Brain Trust." It was 
asserted that the real objective was the 
overthrow of our representative form or 
Government, and the establishment of a 
Communistic regime. For months past 
there have been ugly rumours afloat 
regarding Communistic activities, and there 
has been just enough plausibility in them 
to cause considerable anxiety in well-in­
formed financial and political circles. A 
resolution is now being prepared for intro­
duction in the House, calling for an in­
vestigation of the "Brain Trust. The 
financial community hopes that this in­
vestigation will be made, and that it win 
be thorough, so that the question of com- 
munistic activities in high places can be 
definitely settled. 69*
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