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VMD. BIDA- “EPP- -
Honorary degrees were first conferred on Mis. 

Sidney Webb, Mr. Charles E. B. Russell, and
Mr. Robert C. Bares. 2.7 f

There were ringing cheers as Mrs. Webb 
ascended the platform and was presented by 
Professor Alexander for the degree of Doctor of 
Letters. Whatever changes in the structure 
or the methods of industry and society. Pro- 
lessor Alexander said, the future may hold 
secret in her lap, they prepare the way not 
least to a prudent and beneficent result who, 
like the lady whom I have the honour to present 
to you, set themselves the task of tracing the 
growth and the tendency of the forces, which 
are now at work. Trying her young wings 
over the field of cooperation, she spread them, 
in the company of her distinguished husband, 
for a wider and more sustained flight, in order 
to surey the history of trade unionism, the pre- 
sent operation' of the principle of collective 
bargaining, and its scope and possibilities for 
the future; and later, with an even greater 
courage of enterprise, to take in in one com­
prehensive view the whole history and condi- 
tion of English local government. Let timorous 
politicians complain that these studies by their 
persuasiveness of interpretation insinuate a 
particuar ideal of political reform, and warn us 
that
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Subtle wiles are in her smiles, 
To set the world a-wooing ;

it is for us rather to praise their learning, their 
devotion of inquiry, the large and luminous 
sweep of their observation. Of her report upon 
the Poor Law I cannot tell whether it is 
destined to be known hereafter as the report of 
the minority of a Commission or as the judg­
ment of the majority of a people.—(Applause.) 
But, Individualists or Socialists or Fabians, we 
are all of us Fabians in the tribute of admira­
tion which we pay to the breadth, the con- 
sistency, the singleness of conception displayed 
by its authors. . In all these vast undertakings 
she has maintained with pertinacious modesty 
that her own share in the joint labour is less 
than an equal one. But I crave your permis- 
sion, Mr. Vice Chancellor, to follow a world un­
convinced in counting this belief of her’s in 
the class of illusions generated by the affec­
tions.—(Laughter.)

Though we cannot claim her as one of cur 
own former students, she belongs to a family 
associated intimately with the life of Man- 
Chester, whose tradition of eminent public ser- 
vice she has continued and enlarged. And it 
is therefore a daughter of our own house whom 
I ask you to inscribe upon our rolls when in the 
name of the Senate I present to you Beatrice 
Webb for the degree of Doctor of Letters in 
this University.
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MR. SAMUEL AND THE MINERS.
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(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 
MIDDLESBROUGH, SATURDAY Night. 

We have now completed half the campaign, 
and a week hence all the country will know 
Cleveland’s verdict on Free Trade and ths 
Budget. Mr. Samuel's reception in the agricul­
tural villages justifies the hope that he will poll 
more strongly among the farmers than in 1902. 
Some of the Unionist speakers have represented 
to the electors that Mr. Samuel is so anxious as to 
his seat that he has applied to Westminster for 
some of the best speakers in the party. " There 
is not one word of truth in the story," is his 
emphatic retort. Many members of Parliament 
are helping Mr. Samuel, but this is due to the 
shortness of the contest and the popularity of 
the Liberal candidate with members of the 
party. In the next few days Mr. Samuel is to 
have much support from the miners’ leaders, 
too, and he is to visit Skelton on Wednesday to 
address the annual demonstrationof the Cleve­
land Miners Association. The candidate has 
found it necessary to take the women suffragists 
to task regarding certain statements of theirs. 
Mrs. Pankhurst and her coworkers have in- 
sinuated in various parts of the division in their 
speeches that “the late member for Cleveland ” 
used his influence at the Home Office in order 
to prevent the imprisoned suffragists from re­
ceiving " first-class misdemeanant treatment.”! 
This imputation Mr. Samuel has emphatically] 
denied. Many of the electors were anxious to 
hear what he had to say about women’s votes, 
and at Guisborough he expressed the opinion 
that if the present Government passed a great 
constitutional reform such as women’s suffrage 
it would be going beyond the mandate given
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THE TOCSIN

Oliver Sidney Webb Twist, the Poor 
Law, and Bumbledom Generally.

“ Do you know this voice, Oliver ? ” said Mr Bumble.
“ Yes,” replied Oliver.
“Ain’t you afraid of it, Sir? Ain’t you a-trembling while I speak, sir, said Mr Bumble.
“ No ! ” replied Oliver, boldly.

— Oliver Twist.

Mr Sidney,Webb, and the minority of the Poor Law Commission, strongly advocate the 
overthrow of, the present Poor Law. In spite of Bumble & Co., they as strongly insist that 
their Report is found to be a complete cure for destitution. Mr and Mrs Webb speak on the 
subject at Dundee on 4th November. (See Advertisement).
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LAUGHTER. 243

ERNEST
Harriott

MR, SIDNEY WEBB.

As the caricaturist suggests, by disembodiment, Mr. Sidney Webb is 
the personification of the triumph of mind over matter. He is generally 
believed to be the father of most of the good Acts of Parliament passed 
during the last decade, with the exception of the Budget of 1909. which



was Mr. Philip Snowden’s. Is a past master at the gentle art of permea- 
tion, which means making one do the right thing in the right way from a 
wrong motive. Married Miss Beatrice Potter, who sat on the Poor Law 
Commission, and is now sitting severely on the Poor Law for its sins of 
commission and omission. Together they are endeavouring to break up the 
Poor Law and abolish the workhouse, and substitute for these callous and 
obsolete methods of destroying homes and spreading disease measures making 
for sanity, sanitation, and the prevention of destitution. They have jointly 
written many important works on sociological questions, and in the summer- 
time they turn their attention to conducting the Fabian School in North 
Wales, where facts for Fabians are interspersed with fun for the same.
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October 21,1910 THE RAILWAY
LORD G. HAMILTON AGAIN.

ME. SIDNEY WEBB'S SPEECH 
RESENTED.

The following letters were issued on Monday by 
Lord Claud Hamilton (chairman of the Great 
Eastern Company) and the general managers of 
the Great Northern and Great Western Companies 
with reference to the recent speech made by Mr. 
Sidney Webb at the opening of the new offices of 
the A.S.R.S.

“ Board-room, Liverpool Street Station, 
“ London, E.C., October 17th, 1910.

" Dear Mr. Webb,—Absence from England has 
been the cause of some delay in my taking action, 
together with several of my colleagues of the 
London School of Economics, in regard to the 
speech you delivered on the 17th ult. to the Execu­
tive Council of the Amalgamated Society of Railway 
Servants. To certain points in that utterance I feel 
bound to take strong exception. Among these are 
(a) the references to what is known as the Osborne 
judgment; (b) the statistics employed in reference 
to railwaymen’s wages; (c) the reference to the over- 
hours question ; (d) the setting up of a claim 
on behalf of a certain section of railway servants 
to particular rates of remuneration ; (e) imputation 
of unfair dealing on the part of railway companies 
in carrying out the various wages and hours awards. 
I am bearing particularly in mind the fact that you 
occupy the responsible position of chairman of the 
board of governors of the London School of 
Economics in connection with the University of 
London, which embraces in its activities the
expounding of questions relating to railway 
economics, directed by a committee of governors 
of which
understood

I am chairman. I have always 
that the teaching of sound economics

necessarily inculcated respect for established 
law and order, without which no civilised
community can. .prosper, 
to exist, ar do.1 11

or indeed continue

ridicule the ' 
body ackne

hold up to contempt and
est legal court in the kingdom—a

. idged by jurists of all civilised com­
munities + be for independence, legal acumen, and 
impartial judgment, the first tribunal in the world
•—strikes me as a course of action calculated to be 
singularly mischievous. With regard to the 
statistics relating to the wages of railwaymen, I 
have reason to believe the figures employed are 
inaccurate and misleading. In respect of the over- 
hours question, the Board of Trade, which you 
thought proper to adversely criticise, can no doubt 
well take care of itself, and I am only concerned to 
point out that you apparently did not correctly 
represent the case.

“ To advocate an arbitrary standard of pay for 
employes without regard to the conditions of their 
work or responsibility is a course which in my 
view can only be taken in defiance of all economic 
laws and in ignorance of the true state of affairs. 
In adopting such a course I can but assume that 
the proceedings of the boards of conciliation estab­
lished by agreement between the railway companies

chairman of the Board of Governors of the London 
School of Economics, of which board I form 
part. In the speech, as reported in the news­
papers, statements were made by Mr. Webb much 
at variance with the facts, and so entirely opposed 
to the interests which I represent that I feel unable 

; any longer to remain on the board, and with much 
: regret I beg to tender my resignation as a governor 
; of the London School of Economics.—Yours, etc.,

"(Signed) “ OLIVER BURY.
: “To the Secretary of the Governors of the

London School of Economics, Clare Market, W.C.”
“ Great Western Railway General Manager’s 

Office, Paddington Station, October 15th.
“ Sir,—It is with regret that I feel compelled to 

resign my position as a governor of the London 
School of Economics and member of the committee 
of management on railway subjects. The circum­
stances which impel me to take this course arise 
out of the fact that the chairman of governors, Mr. 
Sidney Webb, in a speech recently delivered laid 
himself out in so distinct a manner to encourage 
discontent and disaffection on the part of railway 
employes generally in which are included the staff 
of my own company, and made such reflections 
upon railway administration that I cannot any 
longer allow my name to remain in association with 
his in connection with the school.—I am, eto.,

“(Signed) “JAMES C. INGLIS.
“ The secretary to the governors of the Londe 

School of Economics, Clare Market, W.C.”
MB. WEBB SURPRISED.

Mr. Sidney Webb, interviewed by a “Daily 
News ” correspondent on Tuesday at Dundee as to 
the resignation of Lord Claud Hamilton, the chair­
man of the G. E. Company, and of the managers of 
two other railways from the Board of the School 
of Economics in consequence of his recent speech, 
said he was at a loss to understand Lord Claud 
Hamilton’s letter.

“ I have not yet received it,” he added, “although 
it has been precipitately sent to the newspapers. 
Neither I nor Lord Claud Hamilton has anything 
to do with the teaching of the railway students at 
the London School of Economics. Our function 
as governors is confined to the administration of 
the institution. Since Lord Claud Hamilton has 
been a governor he has made a number of speeches 
with which I strongly disagree, but it never 
occurred to me that that was a reason why I should 
resign my membership of the committee over which 
he has presided.”

Mr. Webb did not quite understand why the fact 
that he had expressed opinions with which Lord 
Claud did not agree should be any reason why he 
should resign membership of the Board over which 
Mr. Webb presides.

“Indeed,” he remarked, “I believe that on the 
occasion of my last election to the chairmanship it 
was upon the motion of Lord Claud Hamilton 
himself.”

PUBLICATIONS.
and their staffs in co-operation with a Department The Art of Publicity,” by Mr. Ernest Spiers,
of the State, together with the arbitrations which which Mr. T. Fisher Unwin will publish on 24*h
in a number of cases followed, were deliberately 
belittled with the object of openly encouraging 
railway servants to once more enter upon a 
campaign of agitation and unrest, thus sacrificing 
that peace in the railway world and consequent 
benefit to the public which the scheme was intended

inst., is a book which business men should read, 
for whether or no they anticipate enlisting the 
help of advertising, it is wise to know just what 
publicity is capable of doing to increase turnover
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to ensure. The references which were made, 
without any claim to special knowledge of the 
subject, to the administration of the awards of the 
arbitrators who have adjudicated on these matters 
imputed unfair dealing on the part of various 
railway companies with th eir employes — an 
imputation apparently based upon ex parte state­
ments and which is devoid of foundation.

“It is, in my view, impossible to dissociate your 
attitude in this matter from your position as chair­
man of the Board of Governors of the London 
School of Economics. In that capacity I take it 
that your mission and duty lie in the direction of 
controlling and guiding the higher education of the
students, 
been entr

d I would remind you that you have

special insi.
fed by the Government with the 

on in economics of certain officers 
"nnot avoid the conclusion thatof the army. ________ ______________ ...__

your public u. rances must in some sense be 
reflected in the teaching in the class-rooms of our
school. In the past I have cordially supported 

you in the general work of that institution and 
have specially interested myself in forming classes 
for the members of the railway staff, but I feel I 
-can no longer work with one who takes advantage 
of his special position to advocate doctrines at 
variance with the public interest, and calculated to 
mislead the minds of those we are training in 
respect of their future responsibilities in life. I, 
therefore, feel compelled, with much regret, to 
tender my resignation as a governor, and to sever 
my connection with the London School of 
Economics.—Yours, etc.,

“ (Signed) “ CLAUD J. HAMILTON."
1 ‘ Great Northern Railway,

“ General Manager’s Office, 
“King’s Cross Station, October 17th. 

“Dear Sir,—I read with considerable astonish- 
ment the speech made by Mr. Sidney Webb on 
the 17th ultimo to the Executive Council of the 
Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants, coming 
as it did from one who occupies the position of

o Members of Trade Unions, Political 
rganisat Ions, Debating Sociatiesiml

and profits. Written by a well-known expert of 
many years’ practical experience in every branch 
of advertising, the book sets out in plain English, 
avoiding all technicalities, a clear and concise view 
and explanation of every medium, explaining how 
to use it and what to avoid in employing it. After 
perusal, the reader will be able to form an inde­
pendent judgment as whether itis wise for him to 
advertise, and, if so, which medium or media are 

.applicable to his individual case.
Two stories for boys will be published by Mr. T. 

Fisher Unwin on 24th inst. “ The Gold Seekers,” 
by Mr. Robert M. Macdonald, author of “ Chilagee 
Charlie,” “The Secret of the Sargasso," etc., is a 
story of present-day adventures on the Sahara 
Desert and on the Central African tableland which 
forms the divide of the chief head-waters of the 
Nile, the Congo, and the Niger. It tells of how 
some clever young engineers, hearing that the 
desert sands carry gold, acquire a strangely built 
motor car, to which they fit a gold and sand 
separator and other inventions of their own, and 
set out to cross the great sand expanse. After 
many startling adventures and much dealings with 
the mysterious sect of Mahommedans known as 
the Senussis, they accomplish their object, gaining 
a fair amount of gold, and eventually finding a 
famous ancient temple in a wonderful state of 
preservation. Here they are at last tracked down 
by the Senussis, “ who must not live where the foot 
of the infidel has trod,” and the end is highly 

. dramatic.
“ The Opium Smugglers,” by Mr. Harold 

Bindloss, the author of many popular novels, tells 
how a boy, forced to earn his own living, goes to 
the Pacific coast and works on a ranch. He and 
the rancher’s son have an interesting life. They 
learn all the ins and outs of ranching, spend their 
days riding, digging trenches, grubbing up stumps 
or hauling logs, and in the cool of the evening go 
swimming or canoeing, and dream of the time they 
will have a ranch of their own. Many ex iting, 
adventures are furnished by the hunting doo o 
gang of Chinese and opium smugglers, wFB 
become so dangerous that actual warf a 
out, which ends in a siege and pitched L
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It is not easy to gather from the con­
tradictory and evasive reports in the English 
Press whether the recent strike on the 
French railways was a definite strike in 
order to enforce the demands of the men, or 
whether it was intended as a demonstration 
to draw attention to their needs and force 
an early settlement. If the former was the 
object then it appears to have been partially 
successful, and if the latter was the idea 
then the demonstration was a huge success.' 
For many months the men had been put off 
by promises and prevarications, and they 
determined to show the companies and the 
Government the power they were capable 
of wielding. The withdrawal from work 
and the effective closing of line after 
line was a magnificent display of determina- 
tion and discinline on the part of a body of 
Responsible workmen—humorously dubbed

Anarchists ”—who were thoroughly sick 
of the methods practised upon them during 
the last few months. The Government 
appears to have got into a thorough mess 
if we are to accept many of the Press 
reports, but amid the columns of condemna­
tion of the strikers we gather that the rail-, 
way companies have decided, on the advice 
of the Government, to make early conces-- 
sions to the rank and file, of their employes. 
It has been arranged that on January 1st 
next all railwaymen in Paris shall receive a 
minimum of 4s. a day. The “Daily Chronicle” 
says: "It was for this concession that 
the men have been agitating for years, 
and it was for this that they struck.” 
If this is so, then the men have won, and
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the companies havingto talk about
“ restored order,” “ the strike has broken 
down,” “ entire submission,” and the use of 
similar phrases is a sheer attempt to blind 
the hard fact. The “entire submission ” 
appears to be on the part of the companies. 
British railwaymen would not object to 
“ entire submission ” and the restoration of 
order on the same terms, and they will con­
vey to their French comrades congratula­
tions upon their success.

Our Guides.
What with our troubles with the 

wyers and the railway companies, the 
^“••makers, whose employers evidently

- 'p run the unions as well as the

revolutionary or political cause at work, as 
distinct from the economic cause which so 
much more frequently actuates our more 
cold-blooded countrymen. But these are 
mere words which signify nothing. French- 
men may have learned their tactics at the 
street barricade ; . we can well believe it, 
and give the fact all the importance it is 
entitled to in our consideration of their 
decisions. It in no way diminishes the awful 
realities of a great conflict which may arise in 
a very short time from a railway stoppage. 
Authorities vary as to whether the causa 
was equal to the action. On that we have 
no right to decide until all the facts of the 
matter are to hand. But the general sense 
of relief that has been expressed at an 
end of any kind having been put to the 

-hostilities is a measure of the Arend wi.l.l. 
now begins to exhibit itself whenever strife 
puts forth its ugly head in the world of 
railways. It is not merely the owners of 
railways who feel alarmed for their profits, 
but it is the whole of the people who are, 
and justly so, alarmed for their lives. One 
sapient guide has been so far inspired 
as to write that a similar occurrence 
could not possibly arise in this 
country because of the fear of losing 
their situations which the bulk of railway­
men have come to regard as permanent, 
even if they have drawbacks and dis­
advantages to put up with. In a word, 
that any sort of employment is better than 
none. He quite overlooked the other side 
of the shield, and not even the French 
strike served to bring it to mind that it may 
come to pass that large bodies of men may 
get it into their heads that the reverse is 
true on railways as in any other employ­
ment, and then where are our fine theories ? 
The cotton mills were stopped on what 
seems the merest pretext; the boilermakers 
were stopped on a pretext equally 
flimsy. For it is hardly to be credited that 
discipline is so precious to the masters that 
they will risk opprobrium and loss to main­
tain their undisputed power over their hands 
even to the extent of dominating what they 
shall do in their unions, unless we, at the 
same time, concede that this discipline has 
its value. This is the economic kernel on 
which so much depends. The power to 
dictate and dominate all questions affecting
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the Empire taken singly. It points out that
such a united policy is possible
if the commercial 
of the Empire are
we
tion,

believe to be 
and, what is

interests of all 
locked together.
an
far

unassailable

only 
parts 
That 
posi-

the other portions
more important,

of the Empire hold
the same opinion. But it is not the opinion held 
by the Liberal Party hitherto, nor have the 
means to which all the rest of the Empire trusts 
received so much as unprejudiced consideration 
from that party. If, therefore, that party’s 
“ Imperial Federation beginning here at home " 
really means anything more than the rebaptism 
of a policy of disintegration, it cannot too 
promptly reveal the alternative methods by 
which the strength of the Empire and of its 
centre is to be consolidated and reinforced.
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The Degradation of Economics.
We published yesterday three important 

'letters on a subject about which, it is to be hoped, 
a good deal more will be heard. They were 
letters from LORD CLAUD HAMILTON, Chairman 
of the Great Eastern Railway, and from MESSRS. 
BURY and INGLIS, managers respectively of the 
Great Northern and Great Western Railways, 
resigning their connexion with the London 
School of Economics. All three were Governors 
of that institution and members of the Com­
mittee on Railway Subjects ; and all three felt 
compelled to resign because of the speech 
delivered on September 17, at the opening of 
the new offices of the Amalgamated Society of 
Railway Servants, by Mb. SIDNEY Webb, 
Chairman of the Governors of the school. In 
order to understand the merits of the case, it is 
necessary to look into the nature and constitu­
tion of the London School of Economics. It 
is a branch of the University of London, belong­
ing to it in just the same way that the Uni­
versity Museum at Oxford belongs to Oxford 
University. First founded in 1894-5, it moved 
in 1902 to the handsome building in Clare- 
market, which had been built, chiefly through 
the munificence of Mb. PASSMORE EDWARDS, 
on freehold land presented by the London 
County Council—that is, by the London rate­
payers. "The building was opened by LORD 
ROSEBER who wore his official robes as Chan­

on what they themselves call their 
Crusade on behalf of the Minority

Report on the Poor Law, the Chairman 
of the School of Economics has preferred agita­
tion to science. W e have nothing to say against 
agitators as such ; they must be judged accord­
ing to the merits of their cause. But the 
career is one that is incompatible with that of 
presiding over a deliberative and scientific 
body, such as the school in Clare-market. 
Mr. WEBB should make his choice. He has 
precedents to guide him. When his colleague, 
Mr. HEWINs, decided to throw in his lot with 
Mb. CHAMBERLAIN’S movement for Tariff 
Reform, he resigned his Directorship of the 
School. He knew that, if he did not do so, 
the school might suffer ; and it is not likely to 
suffer less if the Chairman of the Governors 
keeps on publicly and passionately identify- 
ing himself with one side in what, according 
to his speeches, might quickly develop into a 
class war. The founders of the School of 
Economics professed to imitate the late M. 
Boutmy’s Nicole des Sciences Politiques in 
Paris. But would that school continue to 
command public respect if it were governed, 
not by a man like M. BOUTMY, but by M. 
J Aukes and the writers and speakers who have 
been promoting the disastrous railway strike 
in France ? The parallel is not inexact ; for the 
tendency of speeches like MR. Sidney Webb’s, 
in the present position of the industrial world, 
is identical with that of the articles of M. 
JAURiS.
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includes all the others, being “ to organize, pro- 
“mote, and assist in any way whatever the 
“study d advancement of economics or 
“ political economy, political science, or political 
“ philosophy, statistics, sociology, history, geo- 
“ graphy, and any subject cognate to any of 
“ these.” In other words, the school was 
founded, and the money to build, equip, and 
carry it on was subscribed, in order that it 
should be purely scientific and educational. 
Mb. Sidney Webb, to do him justice, was very 
active in founding it, and in rousing opinion 
in favour of the young institution. While the 
late Bishop CREIGHTON, LORD ROSEBERY, and 
LORD Rothschild have been the successive 
Presidents, Ms. Webb himself—in strange 
collocation with these names—has been, and 
still is, Chairman of the Governors and of the 
committee of management. That is to say, he 
has held from the beginning the chief position 
in this purely scientific school. A glance at 
the list of governors and instructors will show 
that he has associates of every kind of opinion, 
political and economic ; and that the school 
has been supported alike by the money of the 
Rothschilds, the advice of a War Office 
Board specially detailed for tho work, and the 
lectures of Unionists and Radicals, Tariff 
Reformers and defenders of Free Trade.

Being thus in a sense the official head of a 
very various body, Mr. Webb has chosen to 
deliver a speech which has driven three 
very prominent associates to part company 
with him and his school. It must be pre- 
mised that the school attaches so much impor­
tance to what may be called railway economics 
that it has a special committee to super 
vise them, consisting till now of five genera, 
managers and one railway chairman. These 
gentlemen may or may not control the teach­
ing in the school, but it is certain that they do 
not control the utterances of the Chairman of 
the Governors when he takes his stand upon a 
really congenial platform. It is well to mark 
the date of the speech in question. It was on 
September 17, when a strike had been pro­
claimed in the Welsh coalfields, when the great 
shipyard lock-out was in progress, and when the 
dangerous disorganization of the cotton trade 
of Lancashire was impending. This was the 
moment that the Director of the School of
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Economics chose for telling an excitable 
gathering of railway workers that the 
highest Court of Law was afflicted with 
“ colossal ignorance ” of the subjects with 
which it dealt ; that the workers’ grievances 
were disregarded by their employers, and 
also (so it was strongly hinted) by the 
Board of Trade ; and that the reversal of 
the Osborne judgment would mean, for the 
workers, “ the recovery of their freedom of 
“ action.” It was an amusing commentary on
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this last point that in the very next column to 
that containing the report of Mb. Webb’s 
speech we printed a racy letter from Mr. Tom 
Jones, who had applied for an injunction 
against the officials of the Miners’ Federation, 
to prevent their spending the money of the 
union on political objects. " I ask tho electors 
“of the United Kingdom,” said Mb. Jones, 
“ to stand by me in the fight that I am making 
“on behalf of my freedom.” To Mb. Jones 
freedom means the right to keep his subscrip- 
tions from being paid as a subsidy to his poli­
tical opponents. To Mb, Webb, and to a 
number of clamorous persons all over the 
country, it means the right of a majority to 
use the minority’s money for that very purpose. 
Another of Mb. Webb’s charges against the 
railways appears to have been one borrowed 
from Mb. Richard Bell, in the days before 
he had quarrelled with his party, that there 
were 100,000 men in the railway service receiving 
less than 20s. a week. As Mb. PRATT points 
out in his letter to-day, Mb. Webb had forgotten 
that this total includes the 48,520 boys who, 
according to the official papers, are employed 
by the railways. But a statement of the kind 
serves its purpose. It helps to rouse the 
ignorant and excitable men to whom it is 
addressed, and who cannot, and would not if 
they could, check the figures given by the 
prominent individual who is addressing them. 
A speech like Mb. Webb’s, delivered on such 
an occasion and in the midst of great Labour 
unrest, can mean only one thing. It must 
mean that, in the view of the speaker, labour 
and capital are hostile and warring forces, and 
that labour is very unfairly treated. Is that 
the kind of Economics that is to be taught

' | in the London School ?
The truth is, we are afraid, that Mb. 

Webb’s political passion has latterly out- 
• run his economics. Ever since he and 
■ Mbs. Webb—whom it is impossible to 
: avoid mentioning in this connexion—started
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give the land taxes a trial, and they were in . 
that stage now. He opposed the land taxes at • 
the last election, and might do so again, but at 
this election he was not going to pledge himself ! 
to vote for their repeal. I asked Mr. Johnson 
if his attitude on the land taxes could be taken 
to apply to the high licence duties and the 
other new taxes imposed by the Budget, and 
ho replied that that was the logical conclusion. 
Mr. Johnson is to address a meeting of Wal- 
thamstow licence-holders to-morrow.

A mild sensation has been caused by the 
I widely-circulated statement that property- 
‘ owners in the division had yet to make the 
। acquaintance of Form 4. This statement 
turns out to be very wide of the mark, as at 
least 30.000 forms‘have been distributed in 
Walthamstow and Leyton, and a large pro­
portion of them have been returned with the 
particulars filled in. Walthamstow has two 
land valuation offices. More than 12,000 
forms have been issued from one and about 
7,000 from the other, and a very large number 
of these are again in the hands of the officials. 
At Leyton about 12,000 forms have gone out, 
but the returns here are not so satisfactory as 
at Walthamstow. However, the back of the 
work has undoubtedly been broken, and the 
magnitude of the task involved in the collec­
tion of the land duties will be realized from the 
figures which I have given for one electoral area 

| alone.
I Mr. D. J. Morgan, a former member of Parlia- 
Lment for this division, has sent the following 
■telegram to Walthamstow from Harrogate :—•
s Please tell my friends attending meetings how much “I regret rheumatic gout detains me here. We are I not mean in opposing Sir John Simon ; I a dmire and 
| respect him. Am delighted he has been honoured. 

but I hate the Government whom he serves and must 
‘ obey if returned. They oppose Tariff Reform, decline 

Preference with our Colonies, which I say means more 
work and more wages for Britons. We can make 
what we want better than Germany can. The Govern­
ment will not spend sufficient to ensure freedom from 
invasion in 1913, and voting for Simon means agree­
ment with all Radicals have done since 1906.
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Sir John Simon has consented to receive this evening 
a small deputation representing the trade unions and 
Socialist organizations in the constituency who desire 
to obtain from him a pledge on behalf of the Govern­
ment to pass legislation enabling trade unionists to 
use their funds for political purposes.

hi ch 
joy-

ie 
e

e 
ne

te 
d

S, 
ilt

■ )t. 
The 
t it 
fom 
fers

avoy
‘ will

is
Ling7 ty
I n’s

At 
thy 
ged 
iged 1 to

TS.
ng 
•by 
23. 
les. 
lia 
orJ at 

jut 
led 
to

he 
‘er-

‘27, 
ain.
h a 
ow-
nd 
the 
eri- 
he 
ld.

In.c 
| es 
his 
No 
| ck 
I is

nd 
on

to

ks 
of

f

SOUTH SHIELDS.
(ROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

SOUTH SHIELDS, Oct. 18.
The announcement that there would be 

no Labour candidate was totally unexpected 
in South Shields. What is the meaning of 
this Labour debacle in an essentially working- 
class constituency ? It was recalled that 
the national agent of the Labour Party at the 
■ose of last week considered the adoption of 
Dr. Crooks a foregone conclusion. The election 
was to be fought on the sole issue of the 
sotal reversal of the Osborne judgment. Mr. 
Crooks was to be swept victoriously to the 
’top of the poll on an overwhelming wave 
of working-class indignation against the decision 
of the law lords. The truth is that the national 
agent of the Labour Party fell into the hands 
of a few blindly enthusiastic and uncalculating 
local Socialists, and was deceived by their 
reports of the trend of the thoughts and feel­
ings of the workers outside their own ranks. 
As events have moved the trade unionists of 
South Shields were deeply moved only by 
resentment of “ Bossism ” as represented 
by the dictatorial action of the executive 
of the Labour Party. To the policy of the 
reversal of the Osborne judgment which Mr. 
Crooks was to have inscribed upon his banners 
they seem to be indifferent, to say the very 
least.

In the action of the Conference there is to 
be found certainly a sort of endorsement 
of the candidature of Mr. Russell Rea. But 
does the rebuff which the Labour Party has 
sustained remove all the elements of uncer­
tainty from the situation ? Mr. Havelock 
Wilson still remains to be accounted for. So 
far he is an uncertain quantity. He is not 
expected on the scene till Thursday. All 
that can be said at present is that South Shields, 
being a great seaport as well as an important 
centre of mining and shipbuilding, has exten­
sive relations with the sea, and therefore 
the man who calls himself “ The sailors’ 
champion ” may succeed in attracting many 
of the large seafaring community to his side. 
Mr. Russell Rea is a shipowner; and, however 
unreasonable it may be, there is undoubtedly 
a feeling here that a shipowner is anything 
but an ideal representative of the workers 
of a seaport. There remains the question 
what the Socialists will do now that the Labour 
candidate has been forced to beat a retreat. 
The Socialists have a large following here. 
They may abstain from voting; but, if any 
of them do go to the polling booths, they are 
certain to go in a spirit of antagonism to Mr. 
Russell Rea, not necessarily because he is 
a shipowner but because he is a Liberal, which 
in the eyes of many Socialists is curiously 
enough the unforgivable sin; and if the chance 
be given them, they will vote for Mr. Havelock 
Wilson as the representative of social unrest
and discontent.
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inevita]GRAY V. G. NELSON BILLIARD MATCH.---  

match, in which Nelson receives a start of
G.

This
3,000 points, was continued at Bradford yesterday. 
In the afternoon Gray made breaks of 112, 120, and 
370 (363 by losing hazards). Nelson’s best break 
was 101. The scores at the interval were :—Nelson, 
3,785 ; Gray, 2,250. In the evening Gray reached 
his points in eight innings, making breaks of 121, 
444 (3 84 off the red), and 94 (unfinished), to Nelson’s 
best of 189 and 115. The closing scores were:— 
Nelson (receives 3,000), 4,210 ; Gray (in. play), 
3,000.

BRITISH TRADE WITH PORTUGAL.—At a 
meeting yesterday of the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce a letter was read from the Foreign Office 
with regard to the chamber’s inquiry whether a com­
mercial treaty between the United Kingdom and 
Portugal would be likely to be concluded before 
January, 1911. The reason for the inquiry was that 
the Portuguese Government had decided to enforce 
the surtax law, under which the Government was 
authorized to increase the existing Customs duties 
by 100 per cent, in the case of imports from all coun­
tries which had not up to date entered into a com- 
mercial treaty with Portugal. Such a course, they 
pointed out, would have a serious result on British 
imports. Sir Edward Grey, in his reply, regretted 
that he was unable to answer the inquiry as to whether 
a commercial treaty was likely to be concluded before 
January, 1911. The matter, however, was receiving 
the most careful consideration.
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MR. SIDNEY WEBB

REPLY TO LORD C. HAMILTON’S
LETTER.

TEACHING OF ECONOMICS.

Mr. Sidney Webb sends for publication the sub- 
joined reply to Lord Claud Hamilton, who recently 
publicly resigned his position as a governor of the 
London School of Economics as a protest against 
a speech made by Mr. Webb before the Amalgamated 
Society of Railway Servants criticising the manage- 
ment of certain railways in relation to their men:—

41, Grosvenor-road, Westminster,
October 22, 1910.

Dear Lord Claud Hamilton,—It was, I need hardly 
say, with the greatest concern and regret that 1 
read in the newspapers of the 18th inst. the letter 
which subsequently reached my house, resigning your 
position as a governor of the London School of 
Economics. Simultaneously I read, also in the news- 
papers, the letters of Mr. Inglis, dated October 15, 
and of Mr. Bury, dated October 17, which seem to 
have been forwarded at the same time. The reason 
given for this concerted action was not any dis- j 
satisfaction with the London School of Economics or ; 
with any doings of mine as its chairman, but the I 
disapproval of the opinions expressed by me in an 
address to the Executive Council of the Amalgamated 
Society of Railway Servants a month previously.

That address, which had not the remotest connec­
tion with the London School of Economics, was one 
that I was invited to deliver as historian of the trade 
union movement. It would have filled four columns 
of the “ Times," and the newspaper reporters could 
naturally give only about one sentence out of 
every thirty. .Almost inevitably, therefore, the 
reports gave a false idea of what I said. Some of 
the misrepresentations were grotesque. One that I 
have seen gives a sentence uttered (in' connection 
with payment of members) explicitly about the House 
of Commons, expressly as applying (in connection 
with the Osborne judgment) to the House of Lords. 
Even the fuller report subsequently published in a 
weekly paper inevitably omits much, suppresses 
parenthetical qualifications and explanations, and 
cannot avoid some positive inaccuracies. But apart 
from all this, there is, of course, as we have both 
always known, a fundamental difference between 
your opinions and mine as to the functions of trade 
unionism, its relations to employers and to the 
State, the legal regulation of the conditions of em- 
ployment, and the expediency of the direct repre- 

. sextation of Labour in Parliament. This funda- 
mental difference of opinion in economics and poli- 
ies his not prevented our cordially working together 

, oi the past five years in the business administration 
of a university institution, during which you, as • 
chairman of its Railway Instruction Committee, ’ 
have done so much to organise the higher education 
which both you and I think necessary for railway 
administrators. During those five years you have . 

. expressed—and quite rightly expressed—both to your _ 
• shareholders and to your parliamentary constituents. • 
a Tevlews that you take on the economics and politics • 
• 8 rallvay administration, in public speeches which I 
■ n You will forgive me for saying so) have seemed I • time to contain many statements "at variance With • a The facts and calculated to mislead the minds" ■ 
■ "Asour own words about my less important ■ 
H " erances). But il never ocurred lo me, notwith- • 
• standing the strong, and as I believe erroneous views • 
■ e nies and politics of railway ndministra- • 
■ ' you publicly expressed, to question the • 
■ alility: publie spirit, and impartiality of your chair- • 
■ manship ou Railway Instruction Committee; or ■ 
■ Maresign my position as a member of that com- • 
a initlee, in protest against the public utterance 05 •z itm!.”" "enue "vhui —t I 

a Free Speech. •
•.But your letter raises a larger isste- noting lees • 
• inshor!, than that of freedom of though? and free- • 
■ Com speech in university administration. ■ 
■ $9 mon. consent, the London School of EOnonis • ■ i i from first been organised and administered 5 ■ without a shadow of partiality for one set of opinions ■ 
• or another, as its first director, Mr. A. S. Hewins I
■ has so aptly and 59 generously testified in 
I "imes".of October 22. Owing largely to this gWet • ■ "partiality and genuine freedom of teaching it 5 
I has in 15,years attained its present unique position. ■ 
I Whilst, for the first twelve years of its existence its ■ 
■ successive directors and many of its professors hap- 5 
I pened to.hold militant Tarif Reform and Consersa. ■ 
■ live, opinions, it received the constant support of a M 
S rogressive and Free Trade county council, as Non B 
I as hat of .Government departments presided over by 
I Liberal Ministers. This impartiality of administra- B 
■ . tion and freedom of teaching, indispensable in a B 
I university institution, have been rendered possible B 
I only by the presence among the governors of men of 5 
■ every shade of political and economic thought who B
I wine together (knowing each other's views) on the B 

common basis of organising the best available instruc- B
. ton and the most open-minded research in the B science and technique of administration in its widest D 

| sense, whether governmental, municipal, railway, or B 
commercial. And if freedom of thought and free- 5 
Com of speech are vitally necessary to the salaried D 

(director and professors within the institution it is B 
plain that a like freedom cannot be denied to those D 
men and women of public position or specialised D 
altainments who, without fee or reward of any kina. D 
Give up some portion of their time to serving on +h2 
governing bodies of these educational institutions.B 
$ n this point I speak as one having had many years 
experience in the difficult task of recruiting a sum. B 

client number of these indispensable volunteers for the B 
couple of hundred governing bodies of the higher B 
educational institutions of the metropolis. If such B 

I governors or chairmen of governing bodies or com- B 
mittees are to be precluded, outside the institutions B 
with which they are connected, from making speeches D 
on public issues that some of their collea oer Gies B ineccumate. indiscreet, or again me pusker’I 
the J administration of educational institutions by B unpaid men and women of position will become B 
practicable, and we shall have to depenaneB 
burcaneraey paid to be silent, or paia’t".. B

I municipal government for the time being. 5 
I In a Dilemma, B 
quS zqmninspethe.ccompayotively. miooniB

. '] X ■ it is, of course, desir- a 
5 berserman of any corporate should D

not (whether for good reasons or bad) be personally 
distasteful to any of 1ns colleagues. The unanimity 
of my successive re-elections as chairman, and the 
unbroken cordiality of my relations with every one 
of my colleagues—not least with those of them whose 
political and economic opinions differ most fund- 
mentally from those that I am so well known to 
hold—made your letter (published without a word 
of previous inquiry or explanation with me) come 
as a painful shock. If it had been intimated to me 
at any time that some other governor would be more 
acceptable to my colleagues, or even to any fraction 
of them. 1 would gladly have made place for a 
more popular business head. The school is now so 
well established that it is of little consequence, who 
among the fifty governors acts as chairman of the 
courtor of any of its committees. As a matter of 
fact, in the course of 1911-12 I expect to be away 
from England on a prolonged tour in the East, which 
would, in any case, have necessitated some re- 
arrangement of chairmanships among the governors. 
But your public denunciation of my chairmanship 
on the express ground of the opinions that I hold— 
supported by a leading article in the "Times 
explicitly requiring me to resign on account of the 
opinions of myself and my wife— places me in a 
dilemma. If I follow the natural prompting of 
good manners, and tender my resignation, I shall be 
responsible for submitting to the ostracism of par­
ticular views which a great financial interest thinks 
objectionable ; and for thus bringing to an end the 
reign of tolerance and impartiality which has 
hitherto prevailed at the London School of Econo- 
mics, and which, in my judgment, is indispensable 
to a’ university institution. If, on the other hand, 
I retain the post to which you and the rest of my 
colleagues unanimously elected me last December, 
you compel me to feel that I have, through your 
personal dislike of me, caused the school to lose 
the services, in the conduct of its business, of such 
able and experienced administrators as Mr. Bury, 
Mr. Inglis, and yourself. In this dilemma I can only 
consult with my colleagues as to what is best for 
the permanent interests of university education in 
the subjects in which you and Iare concerned.

Under the circumstances I think that you will not 
object to my sending this letter to the Press.

I am, yours faithfully,
(Signed) Sidney Webb.

The Lord Claud Hamilton. / 4 1 5
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BRIDE’S MIRROR
ARGARET BAILLIE-SAUNDERS
Baillie-Saunders writes too rarely. Like 
e paints with real flesh and blood. And 
mpressionist as well as a Colourist. Her 
ided me many times of Mrs. Humphry 
is also an artist, but does not rivet the 
r chain the imagination so resolutely”

John Bull

London : HUTCHINSON & CO.

’S NEW 6s. NOVELS.

uthor of “A Room with a View.”

; END. By E. M. FORSTER

TURN. By W. De La MARE
AN DAILY Times : “Mr. Arnold mail be congratulated 
bored a writer of real importance in Mr. De La Mare. 
[ Farjeon. or Le Fanu never wrote anything quite so e as 'The Return,’ which is emphatically one of the 
son." _______________ __

[LE GRAY MAN. By JANE WARDLEI Gazette: “We congratulate the author on having 
towing the portrait of the worst man we remember 
on. "
SADER: "An uncommonly good piece of story-telling.”

RSUIT. By FRANK SAVILE
"Nearly every chapter is tense with human passion, 

th perilous adventures, admirably conceived and told, 
perhaps the best that has come from the writer's 

of the best of its kind in recent fiction."

WARD ARNOLD, 41 & 43, Maddox Street, W.

PUBLISHED TODAY. 

L REMINISCENCES OF 
IRAL MONTAGU.
ITH ILLUSTRATIONS. 1 Vol. 15s. net.
tor of this entertaining book, Admiral the Hon. Victor 
is passed a long life divided between the amusements 
lic society in this country and the duties of Naval ser- 
His memory recalls many anecdotes of well-known men 

am the famous ‘Waterloo" Marquis of Anglesey, who 
ndfather. Sir Harry Keppel, Sir Edmund Lyons, and 
lmiral Montagu is a well-known figure at Cowes, and was 
th the personal friendship of the late King Edward VIL

EDWARD ARNOLD, 41 & 43, Maddox-st., w.
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