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REPOR T

TO

The Right Honourable Thomas H. S. Sotheron Estcourt, M.P., 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, &c. &c. &c.

General Register Office, Somerset House, 
gIBj 3<Z .May 1859.

I have the honour to submit to you my Twentieth Annual Report, 
containing the detailed abstracts of the births, deaths^ and marriages 
which were registered in the year 18^7, in England and. Wales.

One million four hundred and one thousand and eighty names have 
been inscribed in the National Registers during the year. TAree Azm<» 
and eighteen thousand one hundred and nintyfiour persons married. 1 e 
births of s£c hundred and sixty-three thousand and sewnty-one children, 
and the deaths of/owr AwArfrec? nmefeen jfAowsand eight hundred 
and fifteen persons of all ages, were registered. Neither the births nor 
the deaths of stillborn children are registered ; their numbers consequently 
do not appear in the Tables. x

The births exceeded the deaths by two hundred and forty-three 
thousand two hundred arid fifty-six, and that is somewhat below, the 
number expressing the natural, increase of the population, as all the births 
are not .registered, owing to a defect in the English Registration Act.

Table I__ Estimated Population, with the Number of Marriages, Births, and
Deaths registered in England in each Year from. 1838 to 1857.

Years fended.
Mabbiages.

Deo. 31st.

1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
185.4
1855
18.56
1857

Estimated 
Population 
in England 

in the Middle of 
the Years.t

118067'
123166
122665
122496
118825
123818
132249
143743
145664
135845
138230
141883
152744
154206
158782
164520
159727
152113
159337
159097

15,812,256 
15,515,296 
15,721,029
15.929.492 
16,123,793 
16,320,479 
16,519,565 
16,721,081 
16,925,051 
17,131,512
17.340.492 
17,552,020 
17,766,129 
17,982,849 
18,205,627 
18,403,313 
18,618,760 
18,786,914 
19,045,187 
19,304,897

PEBSONS

Jfarrfed.

Bibths 
(exclusive of 
Still-born).

236134
246332
245330
244992
237650
247636
264498
287486
291328
271690
276460
283766
305488
3(18412
317564
329040
319454
304226
318674
318194

463787
492574 
502303
512158 
517739 
527325 
540763 
543521
572625 
539965 
563059 
578159 
593422
615865 
624012 
612391 
634405 
635043
657453
663071

342760
338984
359687
343847
349519
346445
356933
349366
390315
423304
399833
440839
368995
395396
407135
421097
437905
425703
390506
419815

Excess of 
Births 

over Deaths.

121027
153590
142616
168311 
168220 
180880 
183830 
194155
182310 
116661 
163226 
137320 
224427
220469
216877
191294
196500
209340
266947
243256

t The Population has been deduced on the assumption that the annual rate of increase was uniform; via. ■ 
1-220 per cent in each of the 10 years 1841-51, and 1-326 per cent, in each of the 3 years 1838-60. For 1852-57 
the increase of Population has been obtained by taking the excess of births over deaths m the four Quarters . 
ending June 30th, in each year. The' results, by the latter method, wall probably he found now to bemore correct 
than those deduced on the hypothesis that the population increased at til? same rate in 1851-2-3^-5-6-7, as it

did in 1841-51.



li Marriages, Births, and Deaths.

The recorded natural increase of the population of England and Wales 
exceeded 666 daily.

I pointed out in the Nineteenth Annual Report the difficulty of deter­
mining the exact population of the country until the next census is 
taken. By the method there described, the population of England and 
Wales must have been nearly 19,304,897 in the middle of the year 1857. 
The annual rate of increase was 1'364 per cent, by this method.

The births exceeded by 5618 the births in the year 1856; and the 
deaths also exceeded the deaths in that year by a much larger number, 
namely 29,309.

Emigration.—The emigration from the United Kingdom became more 
active after the Russian war ; andin the year 1837 the emigrants amounted 
to 212,875, of whom 78,560 were ascertained to be natives of England. 
By taking a proportional part of the numbers of unascertained birthplace, 
the English emigrants will be raised to 86,348, of whom 9192 sailed to 
British North America, 39*375  the Australian Colonies and New 
Zealand, 37*333  to the United States, and 448 to other places.

Thus 236 English people on an average left England daily ; but it is 
probable that the numbers were replaced by Scottish, Irish, and other 
immigrants.

The marriage rate is obtained by comparing the number of persons 
married in a year with the number of persons living; and thence de­
ducing the proportions. Thus in the year to every 100,000 persons living, 
1648 married. The births were at the rate of 3435, the deaths at the 
rate of 2175, to every 100,000 living.

The average rates per cent, per annum during the twenty years were 
as follows : the marriage rate 1 *634,  the birth rate 3 ’293, the death rate 
2’232. The three rates during the last year were 1*648,  3*435,  and 
2,‘I75*  The marriage rate and the birth rate were above, the death rate 
was below the average.

These rates may be stated in another way ; on an average of twenty 
years 1 in 61 of the people married annually, 1 in 45 died annually, and 
1 child was born alive annually to every 30 persons living. During 
the last year these proportions became 1 in 61, 1 in 46, and 1 in 29.

Table II.—Proportion of Marriages, Births, and Deaths to the Population of 
England.

Years ended

Bee. 31st.

To 100 Persons living. The Number of Persons living.

Marriages. Persons 
Married. Births. Deaths. To one 

Marriage.
To one 
Person 

Married.
To one 
Birth.

To one 
Death.

1838 *771 1*542 3*029 2*238 130 65 33 45
1839 •794 1*588 3*175 2’185 126 63 31 46
1840 *780 1*560 3’195 2*288 128 64 31 44
1841 •769 1*538 3*215 2’159 130 65 31 46
1842 * 737 1*474 3'211 2*168 136 68 31 46'
1843 *759 1*518 3*231 2*123 132 66 31 471844 *801 1*602 3*273 2’161 125 62 31 46
1845 •860 1*720 3*251 2*089 116 58 S 31 48
1846 •861 1*722 3*383 2*306 116 58 80 43
1847 *793 1*586 3’152 2*471 126 63 32 40
3848 •797 1-594 3*247 2*306 125 63 31 43
1849 •808 1*616 3*294 2’512 124 62 30 40
1850 •860 1*720 3*340 2*077 116 B / 30 48
1851 ’858 1*716 3*425 2’199 117 58 29 451852 •872 1*744 3’428 2*236 115 57 29 45
1863 *894 1*788 3*328 2*288 112 56 30 44
3854 *858 1*716 3*407 2’352 117 58 t 29 43
1855 •810 1*620  . 3'380 2’266 j 123 62 30 44
1856 *837 1*674 3*452 2*050 119 60 29 49'
1857 •824 ,1*648 3*435 2175 121 61 29 46

Mean w • *817 1*634 3*293 2*232 122 61 80 45

Note.—The Table may be read thusIn the year 1838 to every 100 persons living there were *771  marriages 
or 1*542  persons married, 8*029  births, 2*2G8  deaths; the number of persons living to every marriage, person 
married, birth or death, was 130,65,33, and 45 respectively. By disregarding the decimal points the Table will 
show the proportion to every 100,000 persons living. A correction for, increase of population has been made in 
calculating the above results.

■Marriages. iii

The facts show that upon the whole the people were prosperous and 
healthy during the year.

Some unfavourable effects , of the high temperature became apparent 
during the autumn, and partial outbreaks of a new epidemic were 
observed.

Marriages.
131,031 marriages were celebrated according to the rites of the 

Established Church; and 28,066 otherwise. The proportions were nearly 
as 82 to 18.

Upon comparing the results with the returns of the previous year, it 
appears that the-marriages according to the rites of the Established 
Church decreased to the extent of 2588 ; while the marriages in the 
registered places and registration offices increased from 25,718 to 28,066, 
or 2348, being 9 per cent, in excess of the former number.

The marriages (7360) in the Roman Catholic places of worship are less 
by 167 than the numbers in the previous year ; the marriages in the 
registered places of other Christian denominations increased by 976 or 
1'0 per cent., and amounted to 10,686; the marriages in the superintendent

Table III.—Marriages registered, in England in each Year from 1841 to 1857.
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1841 122496 13 15792 78015 972 19579 114371 8125 5882 2064 66 113
1842 118825 9 14935 75744 944 18415 110047 8778 6200 2357 58 163
1843 - 123818 8 14544 79849 1222 18014 113637 10181 7152 2817 61 151

1844 132249 10 14930 85176 1558 18335 120009 12240 2280 6284 3446 55 175
1845 - 143743 10 16013 92867 1706 18919 129515 14228 2816 7181 3977 74 180

1846 145664 14 17135 92995 1862 18503 130509 15155 3027 7669 4167 68 224
1847 135845 14 17052 84863 1968 16979 120876 14969 2961 7483 4258 83 184
3848 138230 18 16896 86519 2170 15871 121469 16761 3658 8060 4790 67' 186
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iv Marriages.

registrars’ offices rose from 8097 to 9642, so the increase was 1545 or 
19 per cent, on the numbers in the previous year.

67 marriages were contracted by members of the Society of Friends, 
and,311 by Jews; the former less by 3, the latter less by 1 than the 
numbers in the previous year. ' ?

The accession of numbers to the class of persons who married not 
according to the rites of the Established Church does not imply any 
change of creed in any considerable part of the population. It was rather 
the result of the extension of the principle of toleration by an Act 
(19 & 20 Victoria, cap. 119.) which came into operation on the first day 
of the year 1857. Notices of marriage had formerly to be read before the 
Boards of Poor Law Guardians, and the grant of licences by the superin­
tendent registrar was clogged with difficulties. Both these grievances have 
been swept away by the Act of Parliament. No one has now any just 
ground of complaint; and the 131,031 marriages in the national church 
were performed by no unwilling conformists to her rites.*

. * The great facilities for marriage afforded by the present state of the law will be 
apparent from the following brief notice of the various modes in which the solemnization 
of matrimony may now be effected. Parties may be married in England and Wales—
(1) according to the rites of the Established Church, (2) in registered places of worship 
belonging to the Dissenting bodies, Roman Catholics, &c., (3) in the District Register 
Offices, and (4) Quakers and Jews may be married according to their respective 
“ usages.”

The solemnization of marriage according to the rites of the Church of England may take 
place (1) by special licence, (2) by licence, (3) after banns, or (4) upon the production of 
the ^Superintendent Registrar’s certificate. A special licence can only be granted by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury ; it allows the marriage to be solemnized “at any convenient 
time and place,” but the fee being of considerable amount, not more than 11 couples, on 
an average, are married yearly upon this authority. The ordinary ecclesiastical licence 
granted by a surrogate is for marriage in the parish church or in some public chapel of 
the parish or chapelry in which one of the parties has resided for the space of 15 days 
immediately before the granting of such licence. No previous notice is required ; the 
first application for the licence may be made, and the parties may become man and wife 
within the hour. For marriage after publication of banns it is necessary that the banns 
shall be proclaimed upon three Sundays in the church of the parish in which the parties 
dwell, and when they live in different parishes, in the parish church of each. To obtain 
the Superintendent Registrar’s certificate one of the parties must give “ notice of 
marriage ” in the prescribed form at the register office of the district, where such notice 
must be “suspended or affixed in a conspicuous place” during 21 successive days, and 
the particulars entered in the “ Marriage Notice Book.” After the expiration of that 
period, the Superintendent Registrar’s certificate for the marriage is issued upon appli­
cation. A previous residence of seven days in the district immediately before giving 
notice is requisite ; and where the parties dwell in two different districts, the same 
forms must be gone through in both. Under a provision of the Act of 19 & 20 Viet, 
c, 119., no marriage by certificate can be solemnized in a church or chapel without the 
consent of the officiating minister.

Marriages in registered places of worship not Sefomjwig to the Established Church can 
be solemnized either (1) by licence or (2) by certificate'; both of which are to be 
obtained from the Superintendent* 1 * 2 * * Registrar. In order to obtain a Zicewce a “ notice 
of marriage '” in the prescribed form must be delivered to that officer, who enters the 
particulars in the,“ Marriage Notice Book,” to be therein open for inspection during one 
whole day, after which the licence may be granted upon being applied for. Either of the 
persons to be married may give the notice and obtain the licence, but one of them must 
have resided 1,5 days in the .district in which the notice is given. Where the parties live 
in different districts, notice given in one district is sufficient. Although in ordinary 
cases the marriage is celebrated in the district in which one of the parties resides, the law 
allows them to marry elsewhere, in the “ usual place Of worship ” of one- of them (pro­
vided it is a registered braiding, and situated not more than two miles distant); they may 
also be married out of the district when there is within it no registered place of worship 
in which they may be married according to the forms which they desire to adopt. The 
same freedom of action is allowed with respect to marriages in Dissenting Chapels by 
certificate. In that case the “notice of marriage’’.must be suspended, or affixed in the 
District Register Office during 21 successive days after the entry of the particulars in 
the “ Marriage Notice Book,” , on the expiration of . which period the Superintendent 
Registrar may issue his certificate. Only seven days previous residence is- necessary 
before giving a notice for marriage without licence.

Marriages are celebrated in the District Register Office upon production of the Super­
intendent Registrar’s licence or certificate ; the contract is a purely civil one,, as the use 
of any religious service is prohibited. The presence of the Superintendent Registrar,' as 
well as that of a registrar of marriages, is requisite, and both officers must sign the 
register.

Marriages between'Jews and marriages, between Quakers may. be solemnized: with or 
without licence, according to their respective usages; the Jews may .marry either in a 
synagogue or in a private dwelling, and at any hour of the day; the Quakers in a Friends’ 
meeting-house, between the hours of 8 and 12 .

These various forms and authorities may be recapitulated thus
Marriages may be solemnized,— ! Authority.

A. Special licence from the Archbishop of Can-
11 AOhSS t0 the rfteS °f the Bstablished J 2. Licence from a Surrogate, &c. 

enuren. Publication, of banns.
^■4. Certificate from the Superintendent Registrar

2. In registered places of worship not of the f 1. Licence from the Superintendent Registrar. 
Established Church. (2. Certificate ditto ditto,

,. In fcMsMotWter Office -

Between Quakers and between Jews -{J

By the English law as it stood before the passing of the Act of 6 & 7 Will. 4. c. 85. no 
marriage could be lawfully solemnized (except where both the parties were Quakers or 
Jews Respectively) in any other place than a church or public chapel wherein banns 
might be published, unless by special licence from the Archbishop of Canterbury! This 
law was enforced by severe penalties ; and if any persons intermarried without licence 
from a competent authority, or without the previous publication of banns, the marriage 
was null and void to all intents and purposes. - Thus all. persons (with the exception of 
Jews and Quakers), whether conforming to the Church of England or not, were compelled 
to resort to the Established Church in order to have their marriages lawfully solemnized. 
The boon conferred upon Roman Catholics and Dissenters generally by the amended law 
of 1836, which enables them to marry in their own places of worship and according to 
their own forms, may well be appreciated.- The' recent Act of 1856, besides abolishing 
the objectionable practice of reading notices of marriage before Boards of Guardians, 
has Sanctioned marriage out of the district in the “ usual place of worship ” oft one of 
the parties, and reduced the interval between the giving of notice of marriage by licence 
and the grant of the licence from seven days to one clear day.

Marriages'.

the - church marriages 9 were by special licence, 21,230 by licence, 
102,062 by banns, and 3748 by superintendent registrar’s certificate; in 
3962 instances the mode was not specified. In Too of these marriages 
16-7 were by licence, 80-3 by banns, and, 3’0 by certificate. The pro­
portions differed slightly from those in the previous year, the marriages 
by licence being in rather larger proportions.

The marriages have been found to vary with the prosperity of the 
country. When young people are in unusually good circumstances, they 
marry in unusual numbers, and conversely. The prices of a commodity, 
like Wheat, of universal consumption, also vary, and affect the condition of 
different classes variously. Thus it has been shown in previous reports; 
that as the price of wheat falls the proportion of marriages by banns in 
churches increases, and in the annexed Table (page vi.) it is shown that in 
seven years; when, the price of wheat ranging from 74s. 8<7. to 36s. 3d?., 
was 66s.3d. on an average, there were 4936 marriages by banns to 1000 
marriages by licence; in the five years when wheat was 32s. id., there 
were 3469 marriages by banns to 1000 by licence ; and in the five years 
when wheat was 42s. 9c?., ranging from 30s. id. to 38s. 6d., there were 
333° marriages by banns to 1000 marriages by licence. The numbers 
4936, 3469, and 3330 were in the inverse order of 66s. 3d., 325. id., and 
42s. gd.

The marriages of the middle and of the higher classes are apparently 
most numerous when the price of wheat is highest, while the reverse 
happens with respect to the marriages of artizans and labourers. These 
.classes marry in the greatest numbers when the price of wheat is near the 
general average. All violent fluctuations in prices are injurious ; and the
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medium price, whatever it may be, is most favourable to the happiness 
of the great bulk of the people.

Marriages of minors—8885 men and 28,798 women married under 21 
years of age; and of every 100 married 5'58 men, 18*10  women, or 
11*84  persons of both sexes, were minors.. The proportion of minors 
steadily increased from 8*72  in 1847 to 12 *03  in the year 1836, and 
slightly declined in the year 1857. It will be seen at the next census 
whether the number of young persons out of whom the marriages took 
place increased in any unusual proportion. In the meantime it will be 
noticed in a future Table, that the increase of early marriages is chiefly in 
the mining and manufacturing counties.

In London 2*74  of the men and 12*11  of the women who married were 
not of full age. There is an excess of adults in the metropolis at the 
marrying ages over 21 ; and there are not apparently the same induce­
ments to marry early as exist in the Midland Counties..

The five counties in which the proportion of men marrying as minora 
was highest were Bedford 11*75  <5 Huntingdon 10-75 ; Cambridge 9*38,5.  
Buckingham 8*93  ; Northampton 8*8i.

The five counties in which the proportion of women marrying as 
minors was highest were Stafford 26*83;  Durham 23*83  ; Bedford 
23*3,7  ; Huntingdon 24*95  ; the West Riding of York 24*67.

Table III. a.

YEARS.

MARRIAGES. Estimated to 100 persons living.
Price of Wheat 

per Quarter.To 100 persons 
living.

By Banns to one 
Marriage by 

licence.

Marriages 
of the higher 
and middle 

Classes.

Marriages 
of the Artizans 
and Labourers 

and other Classes.

1 2 3 4 5 6

Average: s. d.
Of 7 years of 

highest prices
■

- -804* 4*936 *135 '669 66

Of 5 years of 
intermediate prices

■
■ *843 5*469 •130 •713 52 I

Of g years of 
lowest prices

■
■ *831 5*53° • 127 •704 42 9

l855 •810 4*883 •138 •672 74 8
1854 ’858 4-991 •143 •715 72 5
1847 '793 4*977 •133 •660 69 9
1856 *837 4*888 • J42 ■695 69 2
1841 •769 4*94P • 129 •640 64 4
1842 *737 5*072 • 121 •616 57 3
1857 •824 4*803 • I42 •682 56 5
1846' •86r 5*427 •134 -727 54 8
1853 •894 5*293 • 142 •752 53 3
1844 •801 5'*7o5 •I 19 •682 5i 3
1845 •860 5*799 • 126 *734 5° IO
1848 *797 5* 121 ’ 130 * 667 So 6

1843 *759 5*490 •117 *642 50 1
1849 •808 5*429 • 126 •682 44 3
1852 •872 5*472 •135 *737 40 9
1850 •860 5-666 • 129 •731 40 3
1851 •858 S’591 •130 •728 38 6

* Disregarding the decimal point, this will read 804 marriages were celebrated to 
every 100,000 of the population ; 1.35 were marriages by licence, 669 were marriages by 
banns. It may be assumed that these two groups represent the whole of the corresponding 
classes of society, whether belonging to the church or not..
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In the South Midland Counties the men and women marry in early 

life ; many miners everywhere appear to marry very young girls.
Rutland i*8 i in 100, Middlesex 2*07,  Hereford 2*48,  Westmorland 

3 *9^  Shropshire 3 *02,  are the counties in which the smallest proportion 
of men who marry are under age.

North Wales 11*78,  Dorset 12*56,  Cumberland 12*71,  Middlesex 
12 76, Hereford 12 83, are the counties in which the smallest proportion 
of women marry under age.

The ages at which 187,910 persons married are stated at pages 
26-7 ; and it will be there observed that more than half the bachelors and 
■spinsters who marry are 20 and under 25 years of age.
' The mean age at marriage was, bachelors 25*9  years ; spinsters 24*7  ; 
widowers 41*9  ; and widows 38*8  ; men without distinction 28*0  years ; 
women 25 *9  years.

In the annexed Table (Va) the counties are arranged in the order of the 
.marriages of minors, beginning with the county in which the marriages 
of minors were in greatest excess in 184t-. I have added for comparison 
the proportional number of Women married who signed the register with 
maiks; and the rates of mortality among children under five years of 
age.

This table deserves to be carefully studied. It will be observed that 
great irregularities prevail, but that the general law evidently, is, that in 
the counties where the women are the most ignorant they marry in the 
largest proportions under 21 years of age, and lose the largest numbers 
of their children. When the counties are thrown into groups the relation 
is perceptible.

Re-marriages.—21,872 widowers and 14,487 widows married during 
the year; and out of 100 men 14 were widowers, 86 were bachelors ; out 
of 100 women 9 were widows, 91 were spinsters.

In Middlesex, out of London, the greatest proportion (13*86)  of 
widowers marrying is found, in Herefordshire the smallest proportion 
10*06.

In Staffordshire the greatest proportion 10*84,  i* 1 Westmorland the 
lowest proportion 4*37  of widows marry.

130,317 bachelors married the same number of spinsters ; 6908 
bachelors married widows ; 14,293 widowers married spinsters ; and 7379 
widowers married widows.

To ] 00 Married.

Table IV.—Marriages. The Proportion per Cent, of Minors of each Sex, of Males 
and Females who signed the Register with Marks, and of Persons who were Widowers 
or Widows.

YEARS 

ended 

31st December

The Proportion under 21 
Years of Age.

The Proportion who 
signed LheMarriageRegister 

with Marks.
The Proportion who were

Males. Females. Mean. Males. Females. Mean. Widowers. Widows. Mean.

1841 4’38 13’29 8-83 32’7 48*8 40-8 112-90 18’99 flO‘951842 — 4’53 13’47 9’00 32-0 47’9 40’0 13’14 8*90 11 *021843 4’45 13-25 8*85 32-7 49’0 40*9 13*17 8’73 10*951844 4-17 13’16 8-67 32’4 49’2 40’8 12'81 8’46 10’631845 4’37 13-48 8’93 33’2 49’6 41-4 12'04 8'60 10-62
1843 4-33 13-73 9-03 32’6 48’2 40'4 12*59 8’33 10*461847 4’09 13’34 8-72 31’2 45’5 38’4 12-98 8’54 10’741848 - 4’41 14’06 9-24 31’2 45-4 38’3- 13*76 8’86 11’311849 4-69 14’88 9’79 '31*0 45’9 38’5 13’85 8*88 11’371850 4-88 15’13 10-01 81-1 46*2 38-7 14-49 9*27 11'88
1851 ? 5-02 15-75 10-39 30’8 45-3 88-1 13-98 9’00 11*491852 5'39 13-99 11’19 30’5 44’6 87’6 13’49 8’86 11’181853 5*55 17*76 11-06 30*4 43*9 37’2 13’59 8*97 11’281854 5-77 18*03 11*90 80’0 42-7 36*4  , 13-62 9*01 11’321855 ' 5*< ’S 17-89 11-70 29*5 412 35’4 i 14'42 9*49 11-96
1856 5*72 18*34 12’03 28’8 40-2 34-5 } 13’94 9’36 11’651857 5-S8 18'10 11’84 27’7 38’8 83'3 j ' 13’75 9*11 11-43

t The proportion of Widowers and Widows in the Year 1841 is for the September and December quarters only.



Vlll Marriages.

In 1851 the bachelors of the age of 20 and upwards amounted to 
1,428,000, the spinsters to 1,445,000, the widowers to 334,000, and the 
widows to 662,000. And if marriage had tahen place indifferently" 
between the several classes the marriages between bachelors and spinsters 
would have been less numerous than they actually were. The marriages

Table V.-^ENGLAND. Marriages.—Proportional Number of Marriages in 
the several Counties of England during the Year 1857 ; of Persons who signed their 
Names; of Persons not of full Age; and of the Re-marriages of Widowers and 
Widows.

REGISTRATION COUNTIES.

M
ar

ria
ge

s to
 100

 
In

ha
bi

ta
nt

s.

Signed their 
Names 

in Writing.
Persons not of 

full Age.

Re-marriages.

Widowers. Widows.

Of 100 
Men 

Married.

• Of 100 
Women 
Married.

In 100 
Men 

Married.

In 100 
Women 
Married.

7 In 100 
Men 

Married.

In 100 
Women 
Married.

ENGLAND - •824

I.—London - “ " •972

Nd. II.—South Eastern Counties.
1 Surrey (extra-metropolitan) - - •664
2 Kent (extra-metropolitan) - ’725
3 Sussex - - - ’671
4 Hampshire - - ' . - - - ’799

...5 Berkshire ------ 

III.—South Midland Counties.

’638

6 Middlesex (extra-metropolitan) - •545
■ 7 Hertfordshire - - - ’581

8 Buckinghamshire - - - - ’680
9 Oxfordshire - - - *718

10 Northamptonshire - ’792
11 Huntingdonshire - *711
12 Bedfordshire. - - - „ - 7oO
18 Cambridgeshire - - - - -

IV.—Eastern Counties.

’677

14 Essex - - - •604
15 Suffolk - - ’694
16 Norfolk - - - - - .

V.—South Western Counties.

’728

17 Wiltshire - - . - •631
18 Dorsetshire - - - - - ’698
19 Devonshire - - - - Too

20 Cornwall - . - - ~ ~ two
21 Somersetshire - - - -

VI.—West Midland Counties.

boL

22 Gloucestershire - •859
23 Herefordshire - - - - - ’618
24 Shropshire ------ ’700
25 Staffordshire - - - ’967
26 Worcestershire - - - - ’863
27 Warwickshire - - - - -

VII.—North Midland Counties.

’885

28 Leicestershire - - - - - •720
29 Rutlandshire - - *684
30 Lincolnshire - - - - - ’708
31 Nottinghamshire - - ’847 

•74632 Derbyshire -

VIII.—North Western Counties.
33 Cheshire - - - - - - •787• A/? A
34 Lancashire _ - - - -

IX.—Yorkshire.

Vol)

35 West Riding - - - - - ’820
36 East Riding (with York) - - - •907
37 North Riding -

X.—Northern Counties.

’753

38 Durham - - - •933
39 Northumberland - ’891
40 Cumberland - *651
41 Westmorland - -

XI.—Monmouthshire and Wales.

’594

42 Monmouthshire - - - •959
43 South Wales - - - - - •859
44 North Wales ------ •635

72’3

88’5

73*7  
75’0 
76*4  
76*8  
66*2

76’0
53*7  
66*4  
69*5  
70*3  
62’6 
57’3 
60’0

60’6
58’7
61’5

64’8
69’0
76’9
65*6
67’0

73*7  
64’9 
62’9
56’5 
66’2 
72 6

73’7 
77’1 
74’5 
70’7 
74’4

68’7
69’2

72’7
81*5
80’0

74’1 
81’6 
83’5 
83’6

54’1
59’6
60’8

61*2 5’58 18’10

80’8 2’74 12’11

80’5 3’40 15’87
73’9 3’53 19’49
79’7 4’48 18’01
75’3 3*20 15’91
68’5 5’03 16’36

75’7 2’07 12’76
56’9 6’31 21’59
60’9 8’95 22’57
70’1 4’27 15*80
63’7 8’81 22’85
66’5 10’75 24’95
50’8 11*75 25’37
59’7 9’38 24’86

65’4 4’97 21*75
62’7 6’10 18’77
64’7 6’86 18’31

65’9 7’22 16’54
66’9 6’77 12’56
70’4 3’90 , 13’61
55’2 6’39 20’18
65’1 6’64 14’44

69’8 5’35 14’27
69’4 2’48 12’85
56’3 3’02 13*41
44’7 8’49 26’85
58’0 6’84 20’59
62’0 6’38 19’78

64’5 7’65 18’91
77’7 1’81 14’46
68*9 3’93 17’95
58’8 7’43 20’16
62’3 7’34 21’22

49’7 4’95 15’50
43’7 7’45 20*06

49’9 7’86 24*67
67'7 4’23 19’54
70*9 3’64 17’84

56’7 5’90 25’83
65’9 3*50 14’29
66’0 3’65 12’71
80’6 2’96 14’52

44’0 6’17 19’60
37*9 5’11 15’50
42’8 4’12 11’78

13’75

14’32

11’37 
11’50 
13’69 
12’33 
13’18

15’86 
11’25 
13’24 
14’35 
13’87 
11’61 
13’53 
11’96

12’89 
14’75 
13’98

9*11

9’72

8’87
9*26
8’39 

10’67
9’18

8’39 
7’87 
8’57 
8’93 
7’13 
7’31 
5’60 
7^74

10’34 
8’21 
7’87

14’81 
13’46 
11’74
11’22 
15’04

8’02
6’77
8’44 
6’32 
7*87

10’06
11’76
12’87 
13’26 
14’17

8’06
8’82
8’69 

10’84
8’81 

10’10

14’92 
10’84
13’37
15’38
14’45

7’76 
7’23 
8’20 
8’65 
8’29

14’39
15’32

14’03
14’02
11’62

9’30 
10’44

8’76 
10’35
6’41

12’00 
12’40 
12’34 
10’75

9’84
8’59 
7 38 
4’57

12’18 
13’51 
14’36

9’85 
8’36 
7’33

The Table may be read thus by omitting the decimal pointsIn England, among every 100,000 persons 
living 824 marriages took place ; of 1,000 men rnarried 723, of 1,000 women 612, signed the marriage register 
by writing their names; of 10,000 men married 558 were not of full age, of 10,000 women married 1810 were 
not of full age; of 10,000 men married 1375 were widowers, of the same number of women married 911 were
widows.
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between bachelors and widows, widowers and spinsters, widowers and 
widows, were actually fewer than they would have been upon the above 
hypothesis. The respective ages, among other circumstances, have great 
influence upon this result.

Signatures of Persons married In signing the marriage registers 115,084 
men wrote their names, 44,013 made their marks; while 97,332 women 
wrote their names, and 61,765 made their marks. Of the men 72, of the 
women 61 in 100 wrote their names ; of the men 28, of the women 39 in 
100 made their marks. This implies a great deficiency in the elementary 
education of the people. But indications of improvement appeared in 
1847, and as the persons married were educated some years ago, it is 
evident that the education of the people started onwards after the passing 
of the Reform Bill, and has since then made considerable progress. In 
1846 sixty-seven men, in 1857 seventy-two men in 100 wrote their names ; 
the proportion of women writing rose, in the same period, from fifty-two 
to sixty-one. The progress of the women has been greater than the

TABLE Vcc.—Comparative view of the relative Number of Women who Married 
under 21 Years of Age in 1841 and 1857, the Proportions signing with Marks, and 
the Annual Bate of Mortality per Cent, of Children under 5 Years of Age 
(1838-44).

REGISTRATION COUNTIES.

Proportion per Cent, 
of Females 

Married under age.

Proportion of Females 
who signed the 

Marriage Register with 
Marks to 100 married.

Number of
Children dying 
under 5 Years 

Of Age 
annually in 
100 Children 
l ivin g o f th at 

Age (1838-44).1841 1857 1841 1857

Bedfordshire - 24’27 25’37 62 49 5’476
Hertfordshire — - - 23’02 21’59 56 43 4’981
Cambridgeshire - - - - 22*73 24’86 56 40 6’234
Essex - - - — — — 21’44 21*75 53 35 4’716
Yorkshire (West Riding) - - 21’21 24*67 63 50 6*329
Northamptonshire T- - t 20*03 22*85 51 36 5’424

Huntingdonshire - — 19*66 24*95 52 33 5*623
Leicestershire - ' — — - 18*01 18*91 45 35 5’853
Buckinghamshire - — - - 17*80 22*57 50 39 5’377
Suffolk - - — - - 17 62 18*77 52 37 4’502
Wiltshire — — — 17*44 16’54 55 34 4’600
Lincolnshire - — i. 17*03 17’95 47 31 5*010
Sussex - - - - - 16*89 18’01 39 20 4*155
Staffordshire — - 16’60 26’85 59 55 6*290
Nottinghamshire - - - - 15’73 20*16 50 41 6*019
Worcestershire - - - - 15’63 20’59 60 42 5’783

Berkshire £ — 14’75 16’36 44 31 4’609 •
Cheshire - - - - — - 14’71 15’50 62 50 6’537
Rutlandshire — — - 14’55 14’46 36 22 4’181
Lancashire - - 14’26 20’06 67 56 8’855
Norfolk ' - - — 14’20 18’31 48 35 5’377
Oxfordshire — — — 13*84 15’80 46 30 5’189
Derbyshire — - - 13*58 21*22 48 38 5’472
Kent (part of) - 13*55 19’49 40 26 4’831
Durham - - - 13*54 25’83 49 43 6’137

ENGLAND - - - - - 13’29. 1810 48*8 39 6 037
Dorsetshire - — 13’25 12’53 38 33 4’297
Monmouthshire - — — 12’87 19’60 64 56 6’558
Warwickshire - - 12’50 19’78 47 38 6*639
Surrey (part of) - - - - 12’43 15’87 34 19 4’066
Cornwall — - - 12’25 20’18 55 45 4’885
Northumberland - — - — 12’14 14’29 38 34 5’386
East Riding (with York) - - 12’03 19’54 38 32 6*206
H ampshire — 11’44 15’91 41 25 4’387
Middlesex (part of) - - - 11’38 12’76 35 24 5’303
Gloucestershire - — 11’12 14’27 41 30 5*915
Yorkshire (North Riding) — - 11*07 17’84 38 29 4’116
Cumberland - - - - 10*26 12’71 36 34 4’753

Somersetshire 9’75 14’44 49 35 5’211
Westmorland — - - 9*07 14’52 34 19 4’041
Herefordshire — — — 8*49 12’85 44 31 4’268
Shropshire - - - 8*46 13*41 52 44 4.475
North Wales - — — - 8’25 11’78 71 57 4’095
South Wales - — — - 8’09 15'50 70 62 4*868
Devonshire — 7*43 13’61 40 30 4’668
London - - - - - - 6’85 12’11. 24 19 8’027

Mean of first group - 22*12 23'51 . 57 42 5'527
,, . second group — - - . 17*24 20'53 51 37 5*321
„ third group - — - - 32*84 17'25 45 35 5*414
,, fourth group — • 8*30

. . . ...  •,
13*53 48 37 4’957
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progress of the men ; and in the following counties the women who write1 
exceed the men in proportion : Surrey (out of London), Sussex, Berkshire,, 
Hertfordshire, Oxfordshire, Huntingdonshire, Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Wilts, Herefordshire, and Rutlandshire. In other points of learning the 
women also probably excel the men.

In Bedfordshire the women are very illiterate ; only in 100 who marry 
write their names. In Cornwall only 55 in 100 write their names. In 
Staffordshire the “ blackness of darkness ” hangs over the people ; less 
than half or only 45 in 100 women write their names. Cheshire is bad 
(50) ; but the women in Lancashire are unhappily kept'in still thicker 
darkness, for 44 only in 100 write their names. In the West Riding of 
Yorkshire less than 50 in 100 women write their names. The Welsh will 
labor under some disadvantages until they all learn the English language 
in infancy ; of the women in Monmouthshire only 44, in North Wales 
only 43, and in South Wales only 38 in 100 who married, wrote their 
names. .

In the Northern Counties the employments interfered largely with the 
attendance at schools ; but we may hope that arrangements will be made, 
by the educated classes in the worst counties, to confer the blessings of 
education upon their less enlightened neighbours.

Buildings registered for the solemnization of Marriages.—The number 
of places of public worship registered for the solemnization of Marriages, 
and on the register on 31st December 1857, was 392$, being an increase 
of 114 during the year. It will be seen from the Table, p. xlviii, that 
1342 of these places of worship belonged to the Independents, 882 to the 
Baptists, 697 to the various sects of Wesleyan Methodists, and 490 to the 
Roman Catholics. Of the modern sects, the New Church had 21, and the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church 16. In London there were 263 registered 
buildings, in Lancashire 430 (of which number the Roman Catholics had 
112), and in Monmouthshire and Wales, where Dissenters are more 
numerous than in any other division, 594. Including 12,272 churches 
and chapels belonging to the Church of England, the Places of Worship 
wherein marriages might be solemnized amounted at the end of 1837 to 
16,197, besides the Jewish Synagogues and Quakers’ Meeting Houses. 
There were in addition 629 Superintendent Registrar’s Offices for the 
celebration of civil marriages.

Table VI.—-ENGLAND. Number and Annual Rate per Cent, of Marriages 
in each Quarter of the Years 1838-57.

Years.

Marriages registered. Annual Rate per Cent, of Marriages.

In the Quarters ending the last day of In the Quarters ending the last day of

March. June. Sept. Dec. March. June. Sept. Dec.

1838 23,201 29,801 > 27,764
1839 24,679 31,389 29,887
1840 - 26,395 30,786 29,221

1841 24,447 32,551 29,397
2842 25,860 30,048 27,288
1843 — 25,285 31,113 28,847
1844 26,387 34,268 31,675
1845 29,551 35,300 35*003

1846 31,417 37,111 35,070
1847 27,480 35,197 32,439
1848 — 28,398 34,721 32,995
1849 28,429 35,844 38,874-
1850 - 30,567 39,204 37,636

3851 32,724 38,635 37,316
1852 32,977 40,002 38,400
1853 35,149 40,446 39,899
1854 ,.. ' 33,234 40,518 38,182
1855 - 29,186 38,549 37,308

1856 33,427 . 38,820 39,089
1857 — 33,321 41,267 38,669

37,301
37,261
36,263

36,101
35,629
33,573
39,919
43,889

42,066
40,729
42,116
43,736
45,337

45,531
47,313
49,026
47,793
47,070

48,001
45,840

•618 •783 ’719
•649 •'812 •764
•677 •787 r737

•626 •822 •731,
•654 ‘749 ’671
•632 ’767 •701
•644 •834 •760
*721 •849 '830

•757 •882 . *822
'655 •82.6 ’751
•661 •805 •755
•661 •822 •766
•702 •888 •840

•742 •864 ■822
•730 •885 •836
•778 •883 •859
•728 •875 ’813
•633 •82.4 •787

•708 •819 •813
•704 •859 •794

*963
•949
*911

•895
*874
•934
*955 

1’038

’983
'940
•961
•986 

1010

1*000  
1’027 
1’053 
1’015

•989

•995
•938

Births*  xi

Births.

Births (exclusive of still-born).—663,071 births were registered in the 
year, and the birth-rate was 3*435  Per cent, or such that 3435 children 
were oorn to every 100,000 persons living. It is considerably in excess 
of the average rate (3 *293)  deduced from the returns of 20 years.

The birth-rate exceeds 4 per cent, in two counties ; it is in Staffordshire 
4*225  and in Durham 4*526.  In some counties the rate was below 3 per 
cent. ; it was so in Sussex, in Berkshire, in Cambridgeshire, in Norfolk, in 
Dorsetshire, in Devonshire, in Somersetshire, in Gloucestershire, in Here-

Table VII.—ENGLAND. Births, 1857.—Number and Proportion of Male and 
Female Children born in and out of Wedlock.

REGISTRATION COUNTIES.
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ENGLAND - - - 339998 323073 318067 302002 21931 21071 105’2 105’3 104-1 6-5

No.

I—London - - - 45885 43692 43945 41884 1940 1808 105-0. 104-9 107-3 4-2
II.—South Eastern Counties.

1 Surrey (eatfra-meZropoZ/’tan) ' - - 3609 3488 3440 3311 169 177 103*5 103*9 95-5 4-92 Kent (errZra-meZropoZiZan) - - 8993 8451 8498 7982 495 469 106-4 106*5 105-5 5’53 Sussex - - - - _ _
Hampshire ------

55,45 5352 5157 5015 388 337 103-6 102-8 115-1 6-74 7171 6871 6792 6478 379 393 104-4 104*8 96-4 5’55 Berkshire ------ 3241 3032 2999 2787 242 245 106-9 107:6 98-8 7’8
III.—South Midland Counties.

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

Middlesex (ecrZra~»ieZropoZi7an) - 
Hertfordshire - - - - -
Buckinghamshire - - - _
Oxfordshire - - - -
Northamptonshire - - - -
Huntingdonshire - - - -
Bedfordshire
Cambridgeshire -----

2643
2870
2485
2839
4070
1072
2487
3104

2450
2846
2410
2730
3924

989
2381
3025

2540
2681
2320
2628
3845
1011
2295
2853

2334
2653
2252
2523
3679

937
2181
2794

103-
189
165
211
225

61
192
251

116
193
158
207 
245.
.52 

'200
231

107- 9
100-8
103- 1
104- 0
103- 7
108- 4
104- 5 
102-6

108’8
101- 1
103- 0
104- 2
104’5
107-9
105- 2
102- 1

88’8
97’9 

104-4 
101-9
91-8 

117-3
96-0 

108-7

4- 3
6-7 
6-6
7*5
5- 9
5’5
8-1
7’9

IV.—Eastern Counties.
14 Essex -------

Suffolk - - - - _ 
Norfolk z - - - -

6128 5795 5776 5469 352 326 105-7 105-6 108-0 5-715 5777 5310 5300 4899 477 411 108-8 108-2 116-1 8’016 7006 6686 6293 5964 713 722 104-8 105-5 98-8 10-5
V.—South Western Counties.

17 Wiltshire - - ~ ~ 3869 3083 3598 3365 271 268 106-5 106-9 101-1 7’218
19
20
21

Dorsetshire ----- -
Devonshire ------ 
Cornwall ------ 
Somersetshire - - - - -

2881
8713
6234
6933

2680 
8258
6014
6652

2672
8225
5930
6504

2504
7814
5667
6223

209
488
304
429

176
444
347
429

107-5
105*5
103- 7
104- 2

106-7
105’3
104-6
104-5

118’8
109-9 
b7‘6

100-0

6-9 
5*5  
5-3 
6’3

VI.—West Midland Counties.
22
23

Gloucestershire ------ 
Herefordshire - — - - -

6808
1539

6396
1478

6411
1387

6023
1321

397
152

373 106’4
104-1

106-4
105-0

106’4
96’8

5’8
10-224

26
27

Shropshire ------ 
Staffordshire - - - - -
Worcestershire - - - - -
Warwickshire - - - - -

3987
15206
4854
9968

3871
14309
4565
9571

3592
14280
4537
.9441

3477
13453
4288
9026

395
926
317
527

394
856
277
545

103’0 
106’3..
106-3
104-1

103- 3
106-1
105-8
104- 6

100-3
108-2
114-4
96-7

10-0 
6’0 
6-3 
5*5

VII.—North Midland Counties.
28
29
SO
31

Leicestershire - - - _ -
Rutlandshire - - - -
Bincoinshire - - - _ _
Nottinghamshire - - -
Derbyshire ----- -

4186
398 

6873 
5946

3916
348 

6563 
5604

3839
379

6297
5438

3625
324

6030
5076

347
19

576
508

291
.24

533
528

106-9
114’4
104’7.
106-1

105-9
117-0
104-4
107-1

119-2
79-2

1.08-1
96’2

7-9
5-8
8’3
9’032 4954 4748 4611 4388 343 360 104-3 105-1 95-3 7-2

VIII.—North Western Counties
33
34

Cheshire - - - - - _
Lancashire ------

8178
44467

7590
42237

7514
41480

6992
39259

664
2987

598
2978

107-7
105-3

TC7-5
105’7

111-0
100-3

8-0
6’9

IX.—Yorkshire.
35 West Riding ■ - 28018 26898 26039 24999 1979 1899 104-2 104-2 104-2 7’136 East Riding (with York) - - - 4722 4423 4359 4071. 363 352 106-8 107-1 103’1 7- 8

8- 337 North Riding ----- 3503 3295 3222 3015 281 280 106-3L 106-9 100’4
X.—Northern Counties.

38 Durham - - - - — - 10732 10082 10161 .9604 571 478 106-4 105-8 119-5 5*039 Northumberland - - - - 5825 5383 5388 4960 437 423 108-2 108-6 103-3 7’7
10-140 Cumberland ■- - . - - 3385 3236 3038 2916 347 320 104-6 104-2 108*441 Westmorland _ - _ _ _ 871 883 801 803 70 80 98-6 99-8 87’5 8-6

XI.—Monmouthshire and Wales.
42 Monmouthshire - - - - 3751 3539 3560 3355 191 184 106-0 .106-1 103-8 5’143 South Wales ----- 12054 11577 11246 10812 808 745 104-3 104-0 108-5 6’d44 Nor th Wales — 6218 5912 5.745 5470 473 442 105-2 105-0 107’0 7-5



xii Births.

fordshire, in Rutlandshire, in Westmorland, and in North Wales. The 
birth-rate was highest in Durham, 4'526, and lowest in Devon, 2-792 ; 
the difference being 1" 734. Durham is the centre of the great northern 
coalfield ; Devon is chiefly devoted-to agriculture, but it has Plymouth 
on its southern coast, and a certain number of copper and tin mines on 
the western border.

■ Sex.__Of the children registered 339=998 were males,. 323,073 were
females ; or the sexes were born in the proportion of 1052 males to iooo

Tart k, VII. a—Births to 100 Persons living in each County, during each of the 
Years 1850-57.

Births to 100 Persons living.

COUNTIES.
1850. 1851. 1852. 1853. 1854. 1855. ’ 1856. 1857.

Average 
Annual 
Rate. 

1850-57.

ENGLAND - - - 3'340 3’425 3’428 3’328 3’407 3’380 3’452 3’435 3’399

No.

I.—London -

II.—South Eastern Counties.

3'205 3'300 3’357 3’334 3’374 3’334 3’342 3’358 3’326

1
2

Surrey (extra-metropolitan) - 
Kent (extra-metropolitan) - -

2’866
3’196
3*036

2’943
3’324
3’149

2’987
3’253
3’186

2’995
3’095
2’995

3’027
3’159
3’034

2’995
3’101
2’883

3’230
3’219
3’043

3*267
3’337
2’978

3’039
3’211
3’038

3
4
5

Sussex - - - - - ~
Hampshire - - - - -
Berkshire ------

3 169
3’087

3’180
3’111

3’150
3’111

3’155
2’891

3’089
2’922

2’950
2-832

3'230
2’974

3’264
2'961

MB
2’986

III.—South Midland Counties.
3’065
8’082
3’198
3’102

6
7
8

Middlesex (extra-metropolitan) -
Hertfordshire - - -
Buckinghamshire - - - r

2’983
3'333
3’383
3’267

2’921
3’388
3'410
3’254

3’035
3’150
3’336
3-313

3’010
2’974
3’068
2’957

3’136
2’934
3’101
3’045

3’044
2’839
3’052
2’850

3'198
2’995
3'064
3’080

3’192
3’040
3’171
3’053

9
10
11

Oxfordshire - - -
Northamptonshire - - -
Huntingdonshire -

3'425
3'677
g’«08

3’500
3’557
3’655

3’419
3’277
3’583

3’230
3’117
3’271

3’280
3’049
3’318

3’381
3’004
3’252

3’439
3’150
3’371

3’445
3’149
3-453

3’390
3’248
3’432

12
13

Bedfordshire, - - - - 
Cambridgeshire - - - , - 3’609 3’418 3’388 3’020 3’018 2’954 3’066 2’971 3’181

IV.—Eastern Counties.
3’222
3’069

3-174
3’12714 Essex - - - - - - - 3’262

3’333
3’277
3’369

3’199
3’212

3’054
3’002

3’072
3’016

3’109
2'941

3’199
3’073

15
16

Suffolk -------
Norfolk ------ 3’207 3’298 3’188 2’914 3’066 2’887 3'029 2’957 3’068

V.—South Western Counties.
2’886
2’886
2’732
3’181
2’836

3’005
2’911
2’827
3’253
2’884

2’924
2’920
2’792
3’165
2'795

3'035
3'024
2'900
3’274
2’946

17
18
19
20
21

Wiltshire - - - -
Dorsetshire -
Devonshire ------ 
Cornwall - - - - - ~
Somersetshire -. -

3’187
3'183
3’020
3'225
3’093

3’217
3’238
3’013
3’361
3’087

3’144
3’121
3’035
3’355
3’084

2’859
2’987
2’915
3’310
2’862

3'059
2’948
2'862
3’344
2’930

VI.—West Midland Counties.
2’962
2’886
3’025
4’225
3’346
3’725

3’059
2’854
2’900
4’096
3’341
3’722

22
23
24
25
26
27

Gloucestershire - - - ”
Herefordshire - - - - -
Shropshire - - - - - ~
Staffordshire - - - - -
Worcestershire - - ”
Warwickshire -----

3’047
2’860
2’770
3’777
3’247
3’564

3’114
2’799
2'859
3’942
3’309
3’662

3’148
2’921
2’852
4’032
3'338
3’832

3’007
2’752
2’774
3’984
3’264
3’647

3’098
2’960
2'987
4’199
3’466
3’800

3’070
2’720
2’880
4’305
3’334
3’759

3’026
2’931
3’042
4’303
3’422
3’784

VII.—North Midland Counties.
3’186
2’847
3'094
3’619
3’427

3’364
2’875
3’165
3’454
3’430

28
29
30
31
32

Leicestershire - ” “
Rutlandshire - - - -- “
Lincolnshire , - " ~ “
Nottinghamshire - - - -
Derbyshire ------ -

3’421
2’785
3’388
3’343
3’413

3’644
3’068
3'315
3'407
3’411

3’467
2’825
3’213
3 446
3’470

3’284
2'902
3’029
3’376
3’319

8’840
2’949
3’053
3’494
3’362

3’267
2’778
3’064
3’430
3’479

3’304
2’843
3’162
3’519
3’560

VIII —North Western Counties.
3’456
3’900

3’430
3’86733

34
Cheshire - - - - ~ ~ 
Lancashire - - - ~ ~

3’326
3’755

3’532
3’840

3’409
3’860

3’362
3’855

3’466
3’929

3’456
3'896

3’433
3’901

IX.—Yorkshire.
3’741
3’343
3’215

3’793
3’290
3’172

35
36
37

West Riding - - -
East Riding (with York) -
North Riding - - - ~ “

3’669
3’233
3’183

3’835
3’281
3’175

3’915
3’223
3’168

3’781
3’223
3’055

3’826
3’296
3’119

3’786
3’292
3’200

3’793
3’426
3’264

X.—Northern Counties.
4’526
3’428
3’148
2’802

4’136
3’404
3’187
2’895

38
39
40
41

Durham . - - - - “
Northumberland - - - -
Cumberland - -
Westmorland - - - - -

3’727
3’358
3’237
2’970

4’024
3’486
3’332
3’070

3’933
3’386
3'238
2'921

3’769
3’240
3’105
2’883

4’078
3’2.91
3’209
3’008

4’437
3’461
3’119
2’712

4’596
3’578
3’108
2’797

XL—Monmouthshire and Wales.
3'800
3’548
2’911

3’787
3’600
2’836

3’564
.3’368
2’861

42
43
44

Monmouthshire - - - - -
South Wales - ~ -
North Wales - - - “ -

3’403
3’227
2’899

3’449
3’245
2’891

3'386
3'286
2’ 852

3’354
3’256
2’816

3’694
3’385
2’820

3’642
3’395
2’859

; deducing the results glvvn hr th^^bla a ^"“n thS S
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females. In Westmorland the proportion was 986 boys to 1000 girls ; in 
Suffolk 1088 boys to 1000 girls. These were the two extreme counties. 
This question has occupied mathematicians, who show that the variations 
in these ratios depend to a certain extent on the absolute numbers. The 
ages of the parents and other circumstances produce different degrees of 
disparity in the sexes.

Seasons. The births are unequally distributed over the year, and they 
are in such proportion that to seventeen births in the first half there are 
sixteen in the second half of the year. The conceptions are most numerous 
in April, May, and June. After correcting for the inequality of the time, 
the relative number of births in the four seasons, referred to a common 
standard (1000), were as 1042, 1031, 964, and 963.

Children born out of wedlock.—43,002 children were born out of wed­
lock. So 1 in 1 or 6’5 per cent, of the total number of children born, are 
exposed . to all the evils incidental to illegitimacy. In fourteen counties 
the illegitimate were less than 6 in 100 births; in Surrey out of London 
4 9> Kent 5 • 5, Hampshire 5 * 5, Middlesex out of London 4 • 3, Northampton

Table VIII.—Proportional Number of Births in each Quarter to 1000 Births in 
the Average Quarter of each Year, 1838-57.

YEARS.

1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857

Number 
of Births 

id the
Average
Quar ter.

Proportional Number of Births.

In the average 
Quarter 

(assumed to be 
1000).

First
Quarter 
ending 

March 31.

Second
Quarter 
ending 

June 30.

Third
Quarter 

f ending
Sept. 30.

Fourth 
Quarter 
ending 

Dec. 31.

115947 1000 995 1053 981 971123144 1000 1017 1049 967 967125576 1000 1059 1033 949 959
128040 1000 1059 1017 959 965129435 1000 1062 1039 944 955131831 1000 1052 999 964 985135191 1000 1068 1018 957 957135880 1000 1068 1009 966 957
143156 1000 1027 1047 961 965184991 1000 1099 1032 934 935
140765 1000 998 1070 . 991 9411445'40 1000 1078 1066 927 929148356 1000 974 1051 990 985
153966 1000 1022 1033 978 96715,60.03 1000 1037 1019 969 -974153098 1000 1056 1037 964 943158601 1000 1026 1090 968 916158701 1000 1060 1044 966 930
164363 1000 1035 1060 952 953165790 1000 1042 1031 964 963

Table IX.—ENGLAND. Births and Deaths registered in each Quarter of the Years 
1838 to 1857.

YEARS.

Births. Deaths.

In the Quarters ending the last day of In the Quarters ending the last day of

March. June. September. December. March. June. September. December.

1838 113815 121781 114734 113457 98152 90877 -72877 808541839 123543 128806 120115 120110 89740 87969 76280 849951840 132305 129059 119822 121117 98896 90339 80822 89630
1841 133720 129884 123868 124686 99069 86134 75440 832041842 135615 134096 123296 124732 96314 86538 82339 843281843 136837 131279 128161 131048 94926 87234 76792 874931844 143578 136941 130078 130166 101024 85337 79708' 908641845 143080 136853 132369 131219 104664 89149 74872 80681
1846 145108 149450 138718 139349 89484 90230 101664 1089371847 146453 139072 127173 127267 119672 106718 93435 1034791848 139736 149760 140359 133204 120032 99727 87638 924361849 153772 153693 135223 135471 105870 102153 135227 975891850 144551 155865 146911 146095 98430 92871 85849 91845
1851 157286 159073 150594 148912 105359 99458 91499 990801852 161803 159031 151222 151956 106358 100625 100382 997701853 161729 158697 147602 144363 118119 107647 92201 1031301854 160785 172457 154724 146439 111843. 102586 113843 1096331855 166225 165277 154700 148841 134542 106493 87646 97022
1856 169250 173263 157462. D7478 103014 100099 91155 962331857 170430 170444 161181 .161016 108665 100046 100528 110576

XX



Births. Births. Xvxiv
c-o, Huntingdon J*  Essex 5’7, Devon 5’5, Cornwall 5*3,  Gloucester 
5 • 8, Warwick 5 'f, Rutland 5 ’ 8, Durham 5 • o, and Monmouth 5 * 1.

In eleven counties the proportion of illegitimate births was 8 or more 
in 100 ; in Bedfordshire 8*i,  Suffolk 8’o, Norfolk 10’5, Hereford to’a, 
Salop io-o, Lincoln 8-3, Nottingham 9*0, .Chester 8‘o, the North_Riding 
of York 8'3, Cumberland 10’1, Westmorland 8’6.

In London out of 100 births only 4-2 are registered as illegitimate; 
but it is believed that this is an under statement. In forming an estimate 
either of the prolificness or of the state of public morals in a country, 
the number of children born in wedlock must be compared with the 
number of married women at childbearing ages ; in like manner the 
number of children born out of wedlock must be compared with the 
number of unmarried women of the same ages.

This is done in the annexed Table (XI). .
I have hitherto shown the proportion of births in and out of wedlock 

to the population of the several counties; and the birth-rate has been 
found to differ considerably. But that rate is evidently regulated to a 
large extent, firstly by the proportional number of women in the several, 
counties between the ages of 15 and 55, and secondly by the numbers 
living in the marriage state at those ages.

In consequence of the arrangements made at the last census, the 
ratio of legitimate births to married women, and of illegitimate births to 
unmarried women, can now be definitively determined for each county, 
from the returns of thirteen years, including six years before and six- years 
after the census year. (See Table XXXIV p. 1.)

The'proportion of women of the puerperal age differs much in the 
manufacturing, mining, and agricultural counties ; and while the pro­
portion of , women living married at the age of 20-40 to tera zmwzurrtea 
is ten in two counties (Middlesex out of London and Westmorland), and 
only eleven in North Wales, Devon, Surrey, Gloucester, Somerset, ;Salop, 
Hereford, Cumberland, the proportion in four counties, Monmouth, 
Durham, Stafford, and; Huntingdon, is nineteen married women of the age 
20-40 ;to ten unmarried women of the same age. .

The number of unmarried women of the age of 15 and: under the age 
of < may be (divided into nearly two equal portions ; the one of women 
of the age of 20 and under 40, the other of women above os below that 
age • and the Swedish returns show that the mothers of the great majority 
of children are 20 and under 40 years of age; I have, therefore, to deter­
mine the relative birth rates, compared the births respectively (i)with 
the number of women of the age of i and (2) with the number o

-Table X.—ENGLAND. Proportion of Births to 100 Women living at the 
Age 15-45, in each of the Years 1841-57.

Middle of the Years
Women living 
at the Age 15-45 

(estimated)1.
Births registered.

Births to
100 Women living 
at the Age 15-45.

Women bearing
Children to 100 

Women living.*

1841 - -
I 1842
1843 - -
1844 - - '
1845 - -
1846 - -
1847 -
1348 - : -
1849 - -
1850 - -
1851 - -
1852
1853 - -
1854 - -
1855 - -
1856
1857 - . -

3,811,614
3,853,121
8,895,081
3,937,497
3,980,376
4,023,721

' 4,067,538
4,111,833
4,156,610
4,201,875
4,247,632
4,293,888
4,340,647
4,387,916 ’
4,435,699
4,484,003
4,532,832

512,158
517,739
527,325 >
540,763
548,521
572,625
539,965
563,059-
578,159:
593,422
615,865
624,012
612,391
634,405
635,043
657,453
663,071

13'4
13'4
13'5
13'7 
13'7
14'2 
13'3 
13'7 
13'9 
14'1
14'5 
14'5 
14'1 
14'5
14'3
14'7 
14'6

13'7
13'7
13'8
14*0
13'9
14'5
13'5
14'0
14'2
14'4 

. 14'8
14'8
14'4
14:7
14'6
15'0
14; 9

1 2 3 4 5

" p. 72. The figures in col. 5. are deduced by multiplying the figures in col. 4. by 1 02. 

women of the age 20—40. It will be observed that the counties, arranged 
in the two orders, stand in nearly the same relative positions.

Thus in Devonshire one child in eighteen born alive is illegitimate; while 
in Norfolk one in every nine children born alive is-illegitimate ; and in 
Devon eleven unmarried women out of 1000 of the age 15-55 bore 
children annually ; while in Norfolk twenty-five out of 1000 unmarried 
women of the same age bore living children annually. If the illegitimate 
children had been the children exclusively of women of the age 20—40, then 

Table XL—ENGLAND. Average Annual Proportion of Children born alive 
of Wedlock to 10.00 ZTnmarriej Women and Widows of the Ages 20—40 and 15-55 

in the 13 Years 1845 io 1857; Proportion of Children born to One Birth out of 
Wedlock in the same period ; and the Proportion- of Married Women to Ten Unmarried 
Women and Widows of the Age 20-40 living in 1851,

Average Annual
Proportion (1845 57) of S S a 1
Children born alive out

of Wedlock to 1000
Unmarried Women: ■ gs-sand Widows ot tne Age oO o 

*43 © TCl 0 bo
3.5 ®

20-40 15—55
O E H r-i

S’SrL

LONDON - - - ; - 14 7 8'0 25 12
1 Middlesex (exfra-mefronoZtian) 18'6 101 20 10
2 Devonshire - - - 20'8 10’9 18 11
3 Surrey (eartra-me&’opoZttan) 22’7 12’0 18 11
4 Gloucestershire - - 23’0 12-2 16 11
5 Cornwall - - - - 25-4 124 , 20 12'
6 Somersetshire - - - 25*9 13*5 15 11

- . 7 . Rutlandshire - - - 280 14*  1 17 12
8 Hampshire - - - 28*4 14'5 16 13
9 Sussex - - . 29’3 14’9 15 12

10 Kent (earfra-metfropoZafan) 301 15*2 17 13
11 Dorsetshire - _ - 30’3 15'1 15 12
12 Warwickshire - - - 31'4 15'6 18 15

ENGLAND - - - 32'1 16'4 15 13
13 Monmouthshire 33’2 16*1 20 19
14 Worcestershire 33’5 17’0 15 13
1-5 North- Wales - 33’9 17‘3 13 11
16 South Wales - ' - - 34-1 17’6 14 12
17/ East Riding'(with York) 35'0 17’5 14 14
18 Huntingdonshire - 35-2 16'0 19 19
19 Essex - - _ . - _ . 35*3 17’3 16 Ifc
20 Wiltshire - - - .- 35*4 17’4 14 13
21 Northumberland - 361 - 18'2 - ■ 13 12

• 22 Berkshire - - - - 86'3 18'2 13 i8:
23 Lancashire - - - 36’4 18'8 14 13
24 Hertfordshire 37'3 18:3 14 14
25 Northamptonshire - 37*4 18'0 16 16
26 Oxfordshire - - - 38'2 19'0 13 13
27 Westmorland - - - 38'2 19*3 11 10
■28 Cheshire - - - 38’8 19'9 12 13

. 29 Buckinghamshire - 38*9 18'8 14 15
30 Lincolnshire - - - - 40'0 19'6 14 15
31 CAMBRIDGESHIRE - - 40'0 19*3 14 16
32 West Riding - - - 40'9 20'0 15 16
33 North Riding. - - -. . 41'9 21'4 12 12
34 Bedfordshire - - - 42’0 20-1 13 15

■ 35 Shropshire - - _ 42’2 21-5 10 11
36 Leicestershire 42'2 21*0 12 14
37 Derbyshire - - 42’7 21’0 13 14
38 Herefordshire 43'1 22'3 10 11
39 Durham - - - 43'5 201 17 1£
40 Suffolk - - .-• - 45:6 22*1 12 15
41 Cumberland - _ 46'3 23'7 9 11
42 Nottinghamshire - 46'8 231 11 14
43 Staffordshire - ...- 49’1 23*0 16 19
44 Norfolk - - - 49'5 25'2 9 18 ]

Group 1. Nos. 1-11 25'7 13'2 17 12 ji
„ 2. „ 12-22 - 34'5 171 15 14
»j 3. 23-33 - - 38'9 19'3 14 14
,, 4; 3444 - - 44'8 -• 22’1 12 14

The Table may be read thusIn England to 1000 Unmarried Women and Widows of the Age 20-440, the 
Average Annual Number of Children born alive out of Wedlock in the 13 Years 1845-57 was 32, and to 1000 
Unmarried Women and Widows of the Age 15—55 the Average Annual Number of Children bom alive out 
of Wedlock was 16'4. Of 15 Children born alive 14 were Legitimate and one Illegitimate. Of 23 Women 
Jiving at the Age 20—40,13 were Married and 10 Unmarried.

ENGLAND (1845-57.)
Average Annual Number of Children born alive to 100 Women of the Age 45-ss - • 12'042
Average Annual Number of Children born alive io 100 Women of the Age 20-40 - ' - 21'030 

Women living aged 45-55 on 31st March 1851 ’ 4 - . . 5,003,563
„ „ 20-40 in the middle of 1851 • - - 2,865,081

b 2
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the proportion of such women must have been 21 annually in Devon and 
50 in Norfolk out of every 1000 ; in nine counties less than 30 ; in 
twenty counties 30 and less than 40 ; in fifteen counties 40 and less than 
50 women.

The mining counties Stafford and Durham, the border counties, Here­
ford, Salop, and Cumberland, the Danish counties, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Nottingham, Derby, Leicester, and the manufacturing counties in a less 
degree, Bedford, York, Chester, and Lancaster, have an excess of women 
unmarried, yet prolific ; while all the Celtic population occupy an inter­
mediate place ; and the population south of the Thames has the smallest 
proportion of unmarried women bearing children.

These tables deserve to be studied by persons living in the several 
localities in connection with all the circumstances ; as there can be no 
doubt generally of the unhappiness of the children born out of wedlock, 
any more than there can of the derangements produced in families by 
profligacy.

Why, it may be inquired, do twenty-five in Norfolk, and eleven in 
Devon, bear children annually out of the same number of unmarried 
women ; and what are the consequences to the population of the two 
counties, distinguished in such different ways.

The same table (Table XXXIV.) shows the proportion of legitimate 
children borne by women of all ages annually to 1000 married. women 
living of the ages under 40 ; it is 392.in Cornwall, 321 in Norfolk, which 
is thus also in another way remarkable.

For all England 1000 married women of the age 15—55 have 220 
children annually ; 1000 unmarried women have 16 children annually, or 
one in fourteen of them is exposed to the same chance of bearing children 
as married women.

Deaths.
419,815 deaths were registered ; and this number exceeds the deaths 

in the previous year by 29,309. Thus the annual rate of mortality, 21*75  
in 1000, exceeded the rate, 20'50, tbe previous year by 1*25  ; but it 
was 0*57  below the average of the previous years.

Table XIL—ENGLAND. Deaths.—Annual Rate of Mortality of Males 
and of Females, 1838-57.

YEARS.

Deaths.
Deaths of Males 

to 100 
Deaths of Females.

Of equal Numbers 
living, 

the Number 
of Male Deaths 

to every 100 Deaths 
of Females.

Of Males 
to

100 Males 
living.

Of Females 
to 

100 Females 
living.

1888 2*335 2-133 105 109
1839 - 2-275 2-090 104 109
1840 - 2’372 2-203 103 108
1841 — 2-238 2-083 103 107
1842 — 2-241 2’098 102 107
1843 - 2-202 2-047 103 108
1844 — 2’242 2-083 103 108
1845 - 2’170 2’012 103 108
1846 — 2-395 2-221 103 108
1847 — 2-546 2-380 103 107
1848 - - 2-391 2’224 103 108
1849 - 2-581 2-445 101 106
1850 - 2-143 2*013 102 106
1851 - — 2’276 2*124 103 107
1852 - 2-320 2*156 103 108
1853 - - 2’379 2’201 104 108
1854 & 2’434 2’273 103 107
1855 — - 2-348 2-187 104 107
185ft. 2*125 1’978 104 107
1857 - 2’237 2’114 102 106

Average of 20 years,)
1838-57 , - - j 2-313 2-153 103 107

The Table may be read thus:—In the year 1838 to every 100 males living there were 2’335 deaths of males; to 
every 100females living there were 2*133 deaths of females; and to every 100females who died there were 105 
deaths of males. The last'column shows the relative mortality of males and females; and that out of equal 
numbers living the deaths of males were 109 to every 100 deaths of females in 1838. .
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The annual rate of mortality in England and Wales was 22*32,  or 
nearly 22 in 1000, on an average of twenty years ; 25*12  was the highest 
and 20*50  was the lowest rate.

Table XIII.—-Annual Rate of Mortality per Cent, in each County during 
each of the Years 1847-1857.

Deaths to 100 Persons living.

COUNTIES.
1847 1848 1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856

Ave­
rage 

Annual
Rate 

1847-56.

1857

ENGLAND - 2*471 2-306 2*512 2’077 2*199 2’236 2-288 2*352 2-266 2*050 2’276 2’175

No.

I.—London

II.—South Eastern 
Counties.

2*695 2’582 3*014 2-104 2*339 2-258 2’435 2*929 ,2*414 2*189 2*496 2’215

1 Surrey (extra-metropolitan} 2*007 1-966 1*932 1-683 1*719 1-803 1-914 2-012 2*111 1*953 1-910 1*8532 Kent (extrar-metropolitari) - 2*219 2’163 2*362 1-838 1*916 1*915 2’023 2’173 2-077 1*939 2’063 1’9723 Sussex ----- - 1-894 1’907 2-018 1-768 1-901 1-820 1*855 1-877 1*947 1’707 1’869 1’7064 Hampshire - - - - 2*133 2*138 2*523 1-995 1-948 2’011 2’027 2’091 2-318 1-946 2’113 2’0145 Berkshire - - -
III.—South Midland 

Counties.

2-153 2’106 2’272 1’966 2*001 2’036 2*057 2*008 2*122 1*799 2*052 1’796

6 Middlesexfeatra-metropoZitan) 1-922 2-234 2-241 1’730 2*017 2’052 2*109 2*588 2*132 2*029 2*105 2’1367 -Hertfordshire - - — 2*069 2-139 2-254 1’916 1’839 1-802 1*777 1-796 1*890 1*723 1*921 1’8328 Buckinghamshire - - 2*123 2*405 2-124 2*104 2*066 2’010 2*144 2’002 2*167 1*832 2’098 1*9259 Oxfordshire - - - — 2*229 2’239 2*219 2*099 2*144 1-978 2*038 2-109 2-024 1*683 2’076 1’90310 Northamptonshire - - 2-159 2-365 2-211 2*023 1-953 2-101 2*156 2-193 2-196 1*900 2’126 1’97611 Huntingdonshire - - 2*425 2-256 2-061 2’296 1-908 1-940 1*993 1’734 1*915 1-714 2-024 1’91912 Bedfordshire - - - 2’356 2-410 2-156 1-952 1-907 1-957 1*977 2*132 2-562 1-934 2’134 2’04913 Cambridgeshire -

IV.—Eastern Counties

2’305 2-429 2-375 2*165 2*024 1-914 2*027 2*031 2*165 1*754 2*119 1’856

14 Essex - - " - - 2-225 2-048 2*235 1-846 1-881 1-924 1*989 2*275 2*102 1*877 2*040 1’98315 Suffolk - - 2-109 1-981 2’144 1-982 2-026 2-011 2-000 1-846 1*998 1*835 1*99,3 1’86116 Norfolk -

V.—South Western 
Counties.

1-989 2-024 2-119 2’327 2-157 2’072 2-019 2’033 2*105 1*793 2-064 1*959

17 Wiltshire - - - 2’219 2-236 2’285 1-926 2*083 2*087 2-155 1-979 2*151 1*719 2*084 1’773IS Dorsetshire - - 2-116 1-976 2’094 1-869 1*877 1-939 1-936 1-820 1*942 1’574 1*914 1’80519 Devonshire - - - - 1-896 2-024 2’362 2’010 1*938 2*028 1-952 1-909 2*017 1*688 1*982 1’87220 Cornwall - - - - 1*660 1-800 2*003 1-868 2*123 2’108 2*042 1-879 1-978 1*799 1-926 1*83621 Somersetshire
VI.—West Midland 

Counties.

1-973 2*010 2’186 2’031 2’062 1-984 1*997 1-797 2’050 1*670 1’976 1*760

22 Gloucestershire — - - 2-281 2-275 2*460 2’095 2’187 2-242 2-184 2-089 2-156 1*830 2-1'80 1*93323 Herefordshire - - -- 2’114 2’083 1-918 2’005 1-890 2’061 2-125 1-813 2-260 1-905 2-017 1*92524 Shropshire - - - 
Staffordshire - — —

- 2*181 2’278 2-225 1’953 2-054 1-911 2*100 1-960 2’070 1-778 2-051 1-97025 2’836 2-419 2’745 2’297 2-507 2-1379 2*576 2-876 2-470 .2*307 2*542 2*67126 Worcestershire - - - 2*299 2-283 2*076 1-960 2*066 1-954 2*028 2-178 2-066 1-812 2’072 2*035
27 Warwickshire - —

VII.—North Midland 
Counties.

2*611 2’570 2-276 2-156 2’464 2*294 2*369 2-651 2-229 2*092 2-371 2-427

28 Leicestershire - - - 2’180 2-168 2*210 2*066 2*163 2*325 2*238 2’075 2-009 1*872 2-131 2-13029 Rutlandshire - - - - 2’064 2*233 1-893 1-836 1’645 1-627 1*765 1’581 1*879 1’661 1’818' 1’40530 Lincolnshire - - - — 2-114 2-190 2-009 1-811 1-876 1-832 1*790 2’009 1’977 1*575 1-918 1’69431 Nottinghamshire - . - - 2-352 2’225 2-142 1-894 2*144 2-124 2’405 2*331 2’028 2-090 2-174 2’14732 Derbyshire - - -

VIII.—North Western 
Counties.

2’278 2*278 2-117 2-016 2’045 2*190 2-328. 2’215 2*110 1’936 2-151 2’079

33 Cheshire - - - - 2-587 2-422 2*409 2-103 2-244 2*488 2’432 2-218 2*192 2’037 2*308 2*25234 Lancashire - - -

IX.—Yorkshire.

3’582 2*765 3*037 2’464 2’647 2’889 2*818 2*766 2’765 2’554 2’829 2’735

35 West Riding - - - 2’535 2*317 2*684 2-225 2-449 2’510 2*461 2*438 2*221 2*203 2’404 2’352
36 East Riding (with York) - 2*699 2*415 3’279 2*087 2*224 2’332 2’179 2*226 2’050 1*869 2’336: 2’293
37 North Riding

X.—Northern Counties •

2’131 2*037 1-946 1’750 1-790 1’921 1’848 1’916 2’011 1*693 1*904 '1-846

38 Durham - - 2*442 2*214 2’641 2*035 2-218 2’376 2-467 2*569 2*411 2’454 2’383 2*52639 Northumberland - — - 2*585 2’221 2*647 1-945 2-041 2-353 2*750 2*087 2*133 2’044 2*281 2’17540 Cumberland - - - - 2*777 2*119 2-276 1-929 2-006 1-928 2*034 2*128 2’104 1*890 2’125 1-914
41 Westmorland -

XI.—Monmouthshire and;
Wales.

2'263 1-970 1-847 1*769 1’816 1-915 1*990 1*739 1’756 1’517 1*858; 1*590

42 Monmouthshire - •— - 2-691 2-334 2*542 2*129 2*061 2*162 2*415 2*492 2*361 2’031 2’322 2’13943 South Wales - - - 2-284 2-077 2’746 1*994 2-108 2’118 2*217 2*238 2’259 2-030 2*207; 2’02844 North Wales - 2-202 2*224 2’223 1*925 1-843 1-990 2*041 1*919 2-091 1’832 2*029 1’863

Note.—In deducing the results given in this Table a correction has been made foi&icrease of population, 
based on the numbers enumerated in 1841 and 1851, on the assumption that the increase was uniform in each 
year (1841—1851). Since the Census of 1851, as no satisfactory data exist for ascertaining the progress of the 
population, which has been much interfered with by emigration and other causes, the increase has been taken 
to be approximatively represented by the excess of births over deaths registered in each respective year 
ending June 30th.
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It might'facilitate the recollection of the facts to state, that there is in 
England i: birth in 30 persons living ; one death in 45 living ; one person 
married in 61 living. The numbers living out of which the respective 
events happen, namely, 3°> 45, and 61, are nearly in the proportion of 2, 
3, and 4. .

Se#.—The mortality of males was at the rate of 22’37, and the 
mortality of females was at the rate of 21’14 in 1000. 1 he difference 
was 1 • 23, or rattier more than 1 in 1000.

Qn the average of twenty years, the annual rate of mortality was 
23’13 among 1000 males, and 2x^3 among 1000 females ; the difference 
was 1 -60. Thus the depression of the mortality below the average among 
males was greater in 1857 than the depression of the mortality among 
•flRTTl fl,I AS. w v.j;

105 boys were born in the year to 100 girls, and 102 males died to 
100 females. On an average of twenty years, 103 males die to 100 
females ; and as the number of males living in the country is less than 
the number of females, this implies that the excess in the mortality 

Table XIV.__Density of Population 1841-51, and the Annual Rate of Mortality
per Cent, in each County during the 10 Years 1843-1853 (excluding 1849); in the 
Cholera Epidemic Years, 1849 and 1854; and in 1855, 1856, and 1857, arranged 
according to the Mortality in 1843-1853.

Annual Rate of Mortality per Cent, from all Causes.

18571856Acres 
to a 

Person.

Hectars*  
to a 

Person.

1’853
1’706 
1’405 
1’846
1’836 
1’694 
1’872 
1’832 
2’136 
1’805 
1’590 
1’863 
1’983 
1’796
1’861 
2’014 
1’760 
1’972 
1’970 
1’778 
2’028 
1’925 
2’035 
1’914 
1’959 
1’903 
2’049 
1’925 
1’919 
1’976 
2’147 
2’079 
1’856 
1’933 
2’130
2’175

2175
2’139 
2’526 
2’298.
2’252 
2’352 
2’427 
2’671
2’215
2’735

Mean of
10 Years 

1843-1853 
(excluding 

1849).

1*784  
1*824  
1*844  
1*889  
1*923  
1*928  
1’945 
1’945 
1*948  
1*961  
1*964  
1*969  
1*991  
1*999  
2*000  
2*001  
2*011  
2’028 
2’046 
2’063 
2*065  
2*074  
2*092  
2*107  
2*112  
2’114 
2*130  
2*133  
2*140  
2’144 
2*148  
2*154  
2*172  
2*173  
2*187
2*223

2’226
2*232  
9*255  
2’262
2’330 
2 351 
2*377  
2*398

2’403
2*784

2’111 
1’947 
1*879  
2’011 
1’978 
1’977 
2’017 
1’890 
2’132 
1’942 
1’756 
2’091 
2’102 
2’122 
1’998 
2’318 
2’050 
2’077 
2’070 
2’151 
2’259 
2'260 
2’066 
2’164 
2’105 
2’024 
2*562  
2’167 
1’915 
2’196 
2’028 
2’110 
2’165 
2’156 
2’009 
2’133
2’266 
2’361 
2’411 
2’050 
2’192 
2’221 
2’229 
2’470

2’414
2 765

2*44  
2*96  
4*54 ’ 
6*49  
2*52  
4*60  
8*08  
2*55  
1*21  
3*57  
8*48  
4*99  
2*96  
2*90  
2*86  
2*81  
2*23  
2*18  
3*72  
3*22  
4*96  
4*85  
1*77  
5*36  
8*10  
2*87  
2*52  
2*86  
3*54  
3*06  
2*12  
2*23  
3*16  
1*76  
2*84  
4*39
2’21 

2*64  
2*04  
3*07  
1*75  
1*34  
1*38  
1*30
’036
*70

1*953  
1*707  
1*661  
1*693  
1*799  
1*575  
1*688;  
1*723  
2*029  
1*574  
1*517  
1*882  
1*877  
1*799  
1*835  
1*946  
1*670  
1*939  
1*778  
1*719  
2*030  
1*909  
1*812  
1*890  
1*793  
1*683  
1*934  
1*832  
1*714  
1*900  
2*090  
1*936  
1*754  
1*880  
1*872  
2*044  
2’050 
2*031  
2*454  
1*869  
2*037  
2*203  
2*092  
2*307

2’189
2*554

REGISTRATION 
COUNTIES, &c.

Density of Population
1841-51

*99 
1*20  
1*84  
2*63  
1*02  
1*86  
1*25  
1*03

*49 
1*44  
3*43  
2*02  
1*20  
1*17  
1*16  
1*14

*90
*88 

1*50  
1*30  
2*01  
1*76

*72 
2*17  
1*25  
1*16  
1*02  
1*16  
1*43  
1*24

*86 
*90 

1*28
*71 
*94

1*78
•89
1*07

*83 
1*24

*71 
*54 
*56 
*53
•015
*28

SURREY (extra-metrop.} 
Sussex - - •-
Rutlandshire - 
North Riding - 
Cornwall - 
Lincolnshire - 
Devonshire - -
Hertfordshire - -
Middlesex {extra-met.) 
Dorsetshire 
Westmorland - -
North Wales - 
Essex -
Berkshire - 
Suffolk
Hampshire - 
Somersetshire - -
Kent (extra-metrop.) | 
Shropshire - -
Wiltshire - 
South Wales - 
Herefordshire - 
Worcestershire 
Cumberland 
Norfolk - 
Oxfordshire 
Bedfordshire - 
Buckinghamshire 
Huntingdonshire - 
Northamptonshire - 
Nottinghamshire 
Derbyshire 
Cambridgeshire 
Gloucestershire 
Leicestershire - 
Northumberland * - 
ENGLAND - - -
Monmouthshire 
Durham - . - -j 
East Riding (withYork) 
Cheshire -
West Riding 
Warwickshire - 
Staffordshire - 
LONDON - - -
Lancashire - -

* The Hectar is the unit of land measure in the Metrical system, and it is equal to a square of 100 Afefere, 
= W-36“ds, tothe side. It is equivalent to 2’471143 (nearly 2J) Statute Acres, or, expressed m other 

terms, a Statute Acre represents ’404671 (rather more than 4-10ths) of a Hectar..

Cholera Epidemic 
Years.

1849 1854

1*932 2*012
2*018 1*877
1*893 1*581
1*946 1*916
2’003 1*879
2*009 2*009
9*362 1*909
2*254 1*796
2*241 2’588
2*094 1*820
1*847 1*739
2*223 1*919
2’235 2*275
2’272 2’008
2*144 1’846
2*523 2*091
2*186 1*797
2’362 2’173
2’225 1*960
2*285 1*979
2*746 2’238
1*918 1*813
2*076 2*178
2’276 2*128
2*119 2’033

. 2*219 2*109
2*156 2*132
2’124 2*002
2*061 1*734
2’211 2*193
2’142 2*331
2*117 2’215
2*375 2’031
2*460 2’089
2*210 2*075
2*647 2*087

2*512 2’352
2*542 2*492
2’641 2*569
3’279 2’226
2*409 2*218
2*684 2*438
2*276 2’651
2’745 2’876

3'014 2-929
3*037 2*766
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of males is greater than these numbers imply. Thus if 190 females die 
out of a given number of females in a given time, out of, an equal number 
of males 107 males die in the same time. ;

Highest, lowest, and mean annual Rates of Mortality,—per Cent.

Localities.-—The mortality was below the average of the preceding ten 
years in every county, except Stafford, Warwick, and Durham.- The 
mortality in those three counties was high before, and apparently grew

(1.) Highest rate, 1849 (cholera epidemic) - - -
(2.) Mean rate, 1838-57 - - - - -
(3.) Lowest rate, 1856 - - -

Males. Eemales.

2-581
2’313
2’125

2-445
2-153
1-978

Excess of highest rate (1) over mean rate (2) - - -
Depression of lowest rate (3) below mean rate (2)

•268
•188

•292
IH75

Extreme range of rates in 20 years ■ - - - •456 •467

Table XV.—ENGLAND. Deaths.—Annual Rate of Mortality per Cent, of 
Males and Females at different Ages.

DEATHS of Males to 100 Males living.

Years ~
*

1847 184$
t

1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856

Average 
of the

Rates of 
10 Years 
1847-56,

1857

All Ages - 2*546 2*391 2*581 2*143 2*276 2*320 2*379 2*434 2*348 2*125 2*354 2’237

0- 7*588 7*401 7*513 6*695 7*298 7*500 7’346 7*795 7’242 6*801 7*318  . 7*305
5— *970 1*043 1*124 *814 *869 *906 *847 *935 *819 *718 ’905 ■ *775

10- *550 *530. *646 *467 *491 *520 *506 *550 •499 *450 *521 - *462
15- *929 *858 *951 *717 *776 •799 *828 *835 *771 *725 •819., *723
25- 1*100 1*026 1*243 *879 *948 *968 1*013 1*025 *958 *881 1*004 *887
35- 1*436 1*303 1*581 1*165 1*236 1*230 1*316 1*349 1’282 1*178 1*308 1*197
45- 2*065 1*864 2*262 1*716 1*787 1*816 1’958 1*962 1’898 1*695 1*902 1:763
55— 3*649 3*266 3*655 2*980 3*031 3*073 3*278 3*227 3’354 2*975 3*249 3*064
65- 7*696 6*793 7*244 6*306 6*396 6*284 6*912 6*665 7’109 6*107 6*751 6’357
75- 17*326 14*986 15*187 14*019 14*055 14*161 15*897 14*808 16’161 12*942 14’954 . 14’136
85- 35*553 30*622 29*976 28*555 28*245 28*279 31*297 28*003 32*778 26*347 29*966 27’913

95 & upwds. 56*607 42*435 42*859 38*560 41*937 43*422, 47*305 38*382 42’657 32*201 42*637; 34’349

DEATHS of Females to 100 Females living.

All Ages - 2*380 2*224 2*445 2*013 2*124 2*156 2*201 2*273 2*187 1*978 2’198 2’114

0- 6*553 6*396 6*488 5*738 6*299 6*445 6*362 6*814 6*224 5*947 6*327 6’452
5- *951 *997 1*102 *810 *860 *878 *813 *924 *807 *737 *888 ? ’773

10- *577 *566 *653 *491 *527 *537 *540 *560 *494 *450 *540 *460
15- *919 *878 1*000 *777 *818 *834 *861 *859 *819 •747 *851 *776
25— 1*173 1*090 1*347 *988 1*005 1*031 1*064 1*102 1’001 *934 1*074 *942
35- 1*422 1*301 1*617 1*169 1*193 1*214 1*251 1’328 1’262 1*160 1*292 1’181
45- 1*789 1*589 1*998 1’473 1*519 1*514 1*596 1’663 1’564 1*429 1*613 1’489
55- 3*226 2*860 3*355 2*625 2*679 2*660 2’845 2*352 9’950 2*527 2-853 2’716
65- 6*964 6*072 6*596 5*717 5*854 5*708 6’133 5’979 6*414 5*386 6*089 5’927
75-’ 15*945 13*604 14*028 12*684 12*818 13*177 14*106 13*325 14’816 11*971 13*647 13’046
85— 32*104 27*623 28*028 25’922 26*357 27*427 28’968 26*412 30’743 23*443 27*703 96’925

95 & upwds. 53*230 46*816 43*323 42*927 45*017 40*676 45*770 40*268 41’822 34*086 43*394 41’578

The Table may be read thus:—Of 100 Males living of the age of 35 and under 45, 1*436  died in 1847, 1*303  
in 1848, and so on for other years, a correction for increase of Population having been made for each Age in 
each Year; and the deaths of persons whose ages were not returned have been distributed proportionally over each 
age. The data upon which this Table is constructed appear in this or have appeared in the previous Reports, and 
in the Census Report. See Census Report 1851; and the Annual Reports of the Reg.Gen., particularly the 8th and 9th.

* Influenza epidemic. t Cholera epidemic.
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higher, instead of falling. Sanitary works are unfortunately much 
neglected in many parts of those counties. The Tables (XIII. and XIV.) 
deserve to be carefully studied by the proprietors and inhabitants of the 
respective counties.

The mortality in the outer parts, of Middlesex was higher than the 
average ; but it is probable that by the extension of London the popula­
tion has increased faster than the excess of births over deaths indicates, 
which would account for the alteration of the rate.

It must be borne in mind, in reasoning on all the county ratios, that 
the census was taken in i8ji, and that every year after that the certainty 
of the results diminishes.

Ages.—As the mortality is found to vary at different periods of life, 
it is separately given for each of twelve intervals of age (Table XV.) The 
mortality of males under five years of age was at the rate of 73 in 1000 ; 
that of females of the same age, 65 in 1000 ; at the next interval (5-10) 
the mortality was about one tenth part of what it had been, and it was 
nearly the same, rather less than 8, in the two sexes ; the lowest rate was 
attained at the school age of 10-15, when less than 5 in 1000 died. At the 
ages following, 15-25, 25—35, and 35-45, the mortality rises, and is at the 
rate of 7 and 9 and 12 in 1000 ; it is higher at these ages in females than 
in males. At all the subsequent ages up to 95 the mortality of males 
exceeded the mortality of females, and the rates increased more rapidly. 
Thus, commencing at the age 45-55, the deaths out of 1000 men living at 
each decenniad of life were 18, 31, 64, 141, and at the age 85-95 n<> 
less than 279., Out of 1000 women at each of the corresponding ages, 
the deaths were 15, 27, 59, 130, and 269. The mortality of old men of 
95 arid upwards was at the rate of 343, of old women at the rate of 
416 in 1000.

At nearly all ages the mortality exceeded the rates in the preceding 
year 1856; but it was below the average rate of the preceding ten years, 
except in the single case of female children under five years of age.

Seasons.—The deaths were unequally distributed through the year. 
If the number in the average quarter be represented by 1000, then the 
deaths in the four quarters, assumed to be of equal duration, were in the 
proportions 1050, 955, 950, and 1045; the deaths in the two warm

Table XVI.—Proportional Number of Deaths in each Quarter to 1000 Deaths 
in the Average Quarter of each Year, 1838—57.

YEARS.

Number 
of Deaths 

in the
Average
Quarter.

Proportional Number of Deaths.

In the Average 
Quarter 

(assumed to be 
1000).

First
Quarter 
ending 

March 31.

Second
Quarter 
ending 

June 30.

Third 
Quarter 
ending 

Sept. 30.

Fourth
Quarter 
ending

Dec. 31.

1838 85690 1000 1145 1061 850 944
1839 84746 1000 1059 1038 900 1003
1840 89922 1000 1100 1005 899 997
1841 85962 1000 1152 1002 878 968
1842 87380 1000 1102 990 942 965
1843 86611 iooo 1096 1007 887 1010

>1844 89233 1000 1132 956 893 1018
1845 87342 1000 1198 1021 857 924

1846 97579 1000 917 925 1042 1116
1847 105826 iooo 1131 1008 883 978
1848 99958 1000 1201 998 877 925
184'9 110210 1000 961 927 1227 885
1850 92249 1000 1067 1007 931 996

1851 93849 1000 1066 1006 926 1002
1852 1017,84 1000 1045 989. 986 980
1863 105274 iooo 1122 1022 876 980
1854 109.476 1000 1036 940 1031 993
1855 106426 1000 1280 1001 816 903

.1856 97627 1000 1061 1031 ■928 980
1857 104954 . 1000 1050 955 . .950, , 1045

Deaths'. xxi

Seasons being below, the deaths in the two cold seasons being above the 
average.

The changes in the state of the public: health are described in some 
detail in the following digest of the Quarterly Reports.

SUMMARY of the QUARTERLY REPORTS, 1857.

First Quarter__ January, February, March, 1857.

The returns of births, deaths, and marriages, are satisfactory. The 
marriage rate was slightly above the average in the first three months of 
the year. The births exceeded the average number, and'the rate of 
mortality was much lower than the average. The sanitary state of the 
country has been better in the two last winters than in any two successive 
winters of which we have authentic records.

Marriages.—The marriages in the winter quarter (January, February, 
March,) are always less numerous than in any other quarter of the year ; 
but 66,642 persons married in that quarter of the present year. The 
marriages increased in the manufacturing districts, in Oxfordshire and 
Northamptonshire, in Essex and Norfolk, in Cornwall, in Worcestershire, 
in Warwickshire, (and notably in Birmingham,) in Lincolnshire, in 
Nottinghamshire, in Cheshire and Lancashire, (particularly in Man­
chester). The marriages in Cumberland rose suddenly from 199 to 300 ; 
and in the whole of the four northern counties from 1738 and 1878 in the 
winter quarters of 1855—56 to 1997 in the winter quarter of 185.7. Pro­
bably some of the swains who formerly indulged in the licence of a trip 
to Gretna Green and the Scotch borders to marry, have been induced, by 
the difficulties which the new law. interposes, to marry in England. The 
great majority of the Scotch marriages are now registered, and we may 
hope that the Scotch law reformers will ere long free Great Britain from 
the last stains of their defective marriage law, which, drawing no distin'ct

Table XVII.—ENGLAND- Annual Eate per Cent, of Birth, and Death, 
during each Quarter of the Years 1838-1857.

Years.

Bibth Rate. Death Rate.

In the Quarters ending the last day of In the Quarters ending the last day of

March. June. Sept. Dec. March. June. Sept. Dec.

1838 3’032 3’198 2-970 2'928 2’615 2-387 1-887 2-086
1839 3’248 3’338 3’069 3’059 2’359 2’280 1*949 2’164
1840 3’395 3’301 3-021 3’044 2'538 2’310 2'038 2’252

1841 3’424 3'278 3’082 3’092 2'537 2’174 1-877 . . 2'063
1842 3'431 3-344 3’032 3’058 2-436 2’158 2’025 2-067
1843 3-420 3-234 3’114 3-174 2’373 2’149 1'866 2'119
1844 3'507 ’ 3’334 3’123 3’115 2’467 2’077 1’913 2’175
1845 3'491 3’291 3’140 3-103 2"5o4 2'144 1'776 1-908

1846 3'498 3*551 3’251 3-256 2-157 2'144 2'382 2- 545
1847 3’488 3’265 2'945 , 2’938 2’850 2’506 2*  163 2’389
1848 3’252 3-474 3’211 3*038 2’794 2’313 2’005 2’108
1849 3’575 8’523 3’056 3’053 2’462 2*341 3’057 2’199“
1850 3*321 3-530 3'281 3'253 2’261 2’107 1'917 2’045

1851 3-567 • 3-557 3’317 3'270 2’388 2*224 2*01'5- 2’176
1852 3'582 3’509 3'291 3'298 2’354 2’221 2-185 2'165
1853 3-578 3’464 3’177 3-100 2’613 2’355 1*985 2’214
1854 3’520 3’722 3'294 3’111 2’449 2’214 2-423 2’329-
1855 3'603 3-534 3’261 3*128 2*916 2'277 1’848 2 039

1856 3’585 3’656 3’275 3-264 2-182 2-112 1*896 1’995
1857 3’600 3-548 3308 3'295 2’295 2’083 2’063 2’263

Mean - 3’456 3’433 3-161 . 3*079 2’480 2’229 2’064.. 2’165

The Table may be read thus, without reference to the decimal pointsIn the March quarter of the year 1838, 
to 100,000 of the population of England there were 3,032 births, and 2,615 deaths registered. The three months 
January, February, March, contain 90,. in Leap year 91 days; the three months April; May; June, 91 days ; 
each of the two last quarters of the year 92 'days; For this inequality a correction has been made in the 
calculation.;
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line between clandestine concubinage and marriage, tends to expose the 
young women of Scotland to cruel temptations and errors.

Births.—The births of 170,430 children were registered in the quarter 
that ended on March 31st 1857 ; and the birth-rate was 3 ’60 per cent, 
per annum, the average rate of the quarter being 3 *31.  The conceptions 
in England are most numerous in spring and summer ; the births in 
winter and spring.

The number of births was greater in the last winter than the number in 
the previous quarter, except the spring of 1854 and of 1856. ,

Increase of Population.—As the births in the first quarter of the year 
amounted to 170,430, the deaths to 108,663, the natural increase of popu­
lation in England and Wales in 90 days was 61,763, and probably some­
what more, as the whole of the births are not registered.

33,007 emigrants sailed in the same 90 days from the ports of the 
United Kingdom at which there are emigration agents, and it was ascer­
tained that 14,814 of the emigrants ‘were of English origin ; to which 1,043 
may be added for the due proportion of 2,303 emigrants whose origin was 
nbt distinguished. 9,351 of the English emigrants sailed to the Australian 
colonies, 6,264 to the United States, and only 44 to the North American 
colonies and all other places.

Weather, and the Price of Provisions.—The weather presented few 
essential peculiarities. The temperature of each month was slightly 
above the average ; so was the humidity, although the fall of rain was 
only 3“6 inches. Remarkable storms of show and hail occurred in 
March, and the ranges of the barometer exceeded one inch in each month.

The price of provisions presents two aspects. Wheat, which was 
72s. 4<Z. a quarter in the winter of last year, has fallen to 36s. iocZ. in the 
winter of the present year. But the price of potatoes has risen from 
86s. to nos. a ton at the water-side market, Southwark; the price of 
beef from 3^. to 3ft/.; of mutton, from $%d. to 6%d. a pound, by the 
carcase, in the Leadenhall and Newgate markets. Thus the price Of 
wheat fell 21 per cent. ; while the price of potatoes in London rose 28, of 
beef 10, of mutton nearly 16 per cent.

State of the Public Health__ 108,665 deaths were registered in the
.winter quarter of this year, and the annual rate, of mortality was nearly 
33 in 1,000, against the average of the season 23. The winters of 1846, 
1850, and 1856 alOne, within the registration range of observation com-, 
mencing in 1838, show a lower rate of mortality ; and the winter of 1846, 
exceedingly mild, was followed by a hot summer, which gave birth to a 
severe epidemic of diarrhoea and summer cholera. The temperature of 
the last winter quarter differed little from the average, and will not 
account for the low rate of mortality, which may be partly referred to 
improvements in the sanitary condition of the people. In the country, 
and-still more in the towns, there is, however; great room for further im­
provement ; for the mortality in the villages and small towns was at the 
rate of nearly twenty, in the large town districts in 1,000.

The registrars, make no mention in their notes- of any epizootic 
affecting animals, and it does not appear that the disease prevailing in 
parts of the continent has reached England. The pathology of domestic 
animals is exceedingly imperfect; their diseases are badly characterized ; 
and the effect of epizootic causes on the human race is little understood. 
It is therefore a wise precaution, at all times to prevent the importation.of 
infected animals into England ; but it may be inferred from the analogies 
which influenza and cholera supply, that quarantine is no infallible pro­
phylactic, and that our surest defence against extensive loss of life is to be 
sought in internal Sanitary measures. Disease will come, in one shape or 
another, at one time or another; and it is always most fatal among 
crowded animals in ill-ventilated stalls, breathing impure air, and drinking 
dirty water.

First Quarter—January, February, March. xxiii

English farmers and their families enjoy many sanitary advantages ;.yet 
they suffer from the heaps of manure which surround their houses. 
Young farmers of the age of 25-33 die at the rate of 10 in 1000 annually, 
which is a slightly higher rate of .mortality than is experienced by shoe­
makers, carpenters, bakers, grocers, miners, blacksmiths, at that period of 
life. Farmers in the subsequent ages of life enjoy superior health, and 
after 33 live 33 years on an average, as they then become less sensible to 
zymotic influences; which, however, prove fatal .to,their children and 
their cattle. The cattle are exposed to the additional risk of drinking . 
impure water, which recent experience has proved is often fatal; for 
many of the unscientific farmers in the country still allow the putrid 
ammoniacal fluids to stray into the roads, or into the ponds where the 
■cattle drink; although, as the late Principal Harris acutely once remarked, 
this is about as rational as to retain the grains for use alter brewing, and 
to allow the strong ale to run away to waste.

The deaths in the South Eastern Counties were 8736. The morta­
lity was very low in Canterbury, Dover, Portsmouth, and Winchester. 
16 deaths occurred from angina maligna (scarlatina ?) in Ash, and an 

-unusual,number from the same disease inRotherfield (Uckfield), which “I 
fear,” the Registrar says, “must be attributed to our very bad sanitary 
arrangements.” The deaths in St. Peter, Brighton, are below the 
average. But the following instance illustrates there the pernicious effects 
of dirt:—

A woman died in the quarter in circumstances -which demanded a coroner’s inquest. 
The husband of the deceased died two days after. Several members of the family were 
immediately afterwards seized with fever, together with some persons who nursed them, 
two or three of whom died under the attack. The dwelling in which the family resided 
was in a most -filthy and unwholesome condition.

6619 persons died in the South Midland Counties, or 2073 less than 
died in the winter of 1855. Measles, however, prevailed in Edgware, 
where the Brent is polluted, and in Baldock. Bronchitis and whooping- 
cough have made “ sad havoc among children ” in St. Andrew the Great, 
Cambridge. In Sutton Parish, Ely, low fever prevailed; and many cases 
of ague occurred in the sub-district.

Tn Essex, Suffolk, and Norfolk, the deaths were 3666; nearly the same 
number as in the previous winter, but fewer by 1988 than the deaths in 
the winter of 1855.. The Registrar of Bradwell (Maldon) complains that 
he has every quarter to record one or more deaths not certified by a 
medical attendant. “ They occur,” he says, “ amongst persons belonging 
“ to a sect called ‘Newlights,’ who always refuse to call in medical assis- 
“ tance.” Scarlatina and whooping-cough have infested Biofield; typhus 
is lingering in Shipdham, and has proved fatal to several persons in the 
parish of Tacolnestone. Five children died of whooping-cough in the 
parish of Docking.

In the South Western Counties 9737 deaths were registered; 3443 
less than the deaths in the winter of 1855. Measles has prevailed exten­
sively, but has not been often fatal. In Stanton St. Quintin, Chippenham, 
3 deaths occurred out of 163 cases ; nearly every family in Seagry suffered, 
but “ as yet no death has happened.” Small-pox has been excessively 
prevalent in Wilton ; but “ thanks to vaccination,” hot a single death has 
occurred. ' Four deaths from small-pox took place in the union workhouse, 
Tisbury. Here the reporter is silent under the head of vaccination, which 
had probably been neglected. There was an excess of deaths from 
measles in Bridport. In consequence of a misunderstanding between the 
farmers and the house-owners of Heavitree, sanitary measures have not 
been carried out to the extent required. The births and deaths are above 
tlie average in number. Callington (Liskeard) is in an unhealthy state; 
19 persons have died of scarlatina, 3 of typhus. “ In this town there is a 
“ large cess dr catch, pool, a receptacle for all the refuse of the town, 
« dammed back for the manuring purposes of the proprietor, which must 
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il certainly have a deleterious effect on the health of the inhabitants.” 
At Penzance the deaths in the three last winters have been 312, 283, and 
262. The Registrar observes, “ our medical men attribute the absence of 
“ fever, &c. to our improved drainage ; the town of Penzance being now 
« in course of thorough draining, and having an unlimited supply of 
“ water at high pressure.”

The deaths in the West Midland Counties were 13,879 ; more than 
in 1856, and less than in 1855. The mortality was below its average in 
Bristol, Clifton, and Hereford ; and in North Staffordshire, which has 
recently been supplied with good water. In Walsall, West Bromwich, 
and Dudley, 1983 deaths took place in 90 days, out of a population of 
219,303 in 1851. The deplorable neglect of sanitary measures, and the 
extent to which the lives of the poor people of Dudley are sacrificed, may 
be inferred from this one appalling fact: “ small-pox was fatal in fifty-one 
cases 1” .. .... . ; .. # k. .> .-

The children of Coventry are still dying off rapidly ; but it is gratifying 
to learn that the municipal authorities and the medical men of the town 
have made some inquiry into the causes, which it may be hoped will ere 
long be mitigated. “ Of the 145 deaths,” the Registrar of Holy Trinity 
observes, “87, or exactly three fifths, are those of children under 5 years 
“ of age. Amongst the certified causes of death, there are 28 of measles, 
“21 of malignant fevers, and 30 of inflammation of the respiratory 
‘ organs.”

6409 deaths were registered in the North Midland Counties. 
Scarlatina has attacked some districts ; but the mortality has generally 
been below the average. The registrar of St. Ann, Nottingham, considers 
the exertions of the sanitary committee one of the main causes of the 
decrease of mortality. The mortality of Leicester was higher in the last 
winter than it was in the two previous winters ; but the mortality, of the 
city has been much reduced within the last three years. Leicester in 1841 
was inhabited by 50,853 in 1851 by 60,642 people, dwelling upon an area 
of 3960 acres, of which only 1320 acres are strictly occupied by habita­
tions. The population is dense, and the mortality was at the annual rate 
of 27 in 1006 during the 10 years 1841—5 The deaths in the. 10 years 
1841-50 were 14,921, of which it was computed in the Sixteenth Report*  
that 5575 unnatural deaths, or the results of the insalubrities in 
which the' people of Leicester lived. The borough under the circumstances 
appointed an intelligent health officer. The system of deep sewerage was 
completed in 1855, and the sewage was deodorized. The river, which was 
the'receptacle of nearly all the filth of the town, is now comparatively 
pure. The courts, which were covered with stagnant Water, are now 
clean. The people who reside over the deepened sewers enjoy improved 
habitations. The annual mortality in the three years 1852-54 was at the 
rate of 29, 2.7, and 25 ; while in 1855—56 it fell to 23 and to 21 nearly in 
looo.j’ Small-pox has been completely disarmed by vaccination. The 
mortality will fluctuate, but by persevering in her career Leicester will 
reap large rewards of health and fame. . .

* Reg. Gen. 16th Ann. Rep. pp. 152, 3. . e
f Report on the “ Sarntary Condition of Leicester in 1.856, by John Moore, Surgeon, 

Officer of Health.”..

18,020 deaths were registered in Lancashire and Cheshire ; rather 
more than the deaths in 1856, and 2805 less than, the deaths in the winter, 
of 1855. The deaths in Manchester, Salford, and Chorlton were 3445, in 
Liverpool and West Derby 3200. The mortality is declining, and in the 
progress of sanitary improvement we may hope to see the quarterly deaths 
in each of these great centres .of population reduced to 2200.

; 10,988 deaths were registered in Yorkshire, In Leeds and Hunslet 
the health of the people appears to be deteriorating ; 1424 of them died 
in the winter quarter. Sheffield exhibits little improvement; the deaths 

Second Quarter.—April, May, June. xxy

were 794- Hull and Sculcoates experienced a high rate of mortality. 
“Better sanitary regulations ” are referred to at Bradford ; and in that 
district the mortality has slightly declined.

5879 deaths occurred in the Northern Counties, Where the mortality 
has gradually declined.. The decrease has evidently been counteracted by 
the epidemic of scarlatina, which has infected many districts. In Bed- 
lington the epidemic has been so virulent that many cases have terminated 
in death a few hours after the attack.

In Monmouthshire and Wales 6803 deaths occurred. Scarlatina, 
measles, and whooping-cough have been epidemic in some districts. The 
registrar of Cardiff remarks that “the births, are 425, the deaths 224. 
“ The deaths, which until very lately have been nearly equal to the births 
“ in the town of' Cardiff, are now greatly reduced. Fevers and other 
“ epidemics rarely prevail. This result is attributable to the excellent 
“ drainage of the town recently effected, and also to an abundant subply 
“ of water.”

Second Quarter.—April, May, June, 1857..
The marriages and the births were above the average numbers, and the 

deaths were below the average during the quarter that ended on June 
30th. Upon the evidence of their births, deaths, and marriages, the 
19,300,000 people of England and Wales have hitherto been prosperous 
and healthy during the present year.

Marriages.—82,534 persons were married in the three months that ended 
in June ; or nearly 172 in every 10,000 persons living. This exceeds the 
average of the quarter of the ten previous years. The 41,267 marriages 
exceed by 2447 the marriages in the spring quarter of 1856. A corre­
sponding excess is observable in all the divisions except the northern ; 
where the decrease of marriages in Sunderland, South Shields, Newcastle,. 
Tynemouth, and some other coal districts has reduced the number of 
marriages in Durham and Northumberland. The marriages in Cumber­
land during the three quarters ending June 1855-6-7 were 288, 299, 361,

Births.—The births of 170,444 children were registered in the quarter 
that ended on June 30th; and the births were at the rate of 3*55  
annually, the decennial average being 3 -52.. The number of births is less 
by 2819 than the births in the corresponding quarter of 1856 ; but it ex­
ceeds by 5167 the births in the spring quarter of the war year 1855,

'Increase of Population.—As the births were 170,444, and the deaths' 
100,046, the natural increase of the population of England and! Wales was 
70,398 in 91 days.

93,100 emigrants sailed from the ports of the United Kingdom in the 
quarter that ended on June 30th, and 35,414 of the number were of 
English origin ; of whom 15,73.7 sailed to the United States,. 6459 to the. 
North American colonies, 13,149 to the Australian colonies, and 69 to all 
other places.

The Weather and Price of Provisions.—At the Greenwich Observatory 
the temperature was below the average in April, above the average in 
May and June. Saturation being taken at 100, the degree of humidity 
was 76, or one degree below the average. The reading of the barometer 
was slightly below the average. The fall of rain was 4*7-  inches, or 2’7 
inches below the average. The air moved at the rate of 78 miles daily.' 
The intense heat in June was remarkable. The first eight days Were 
warm ; ten cold days followed; hot weather set in on the 19th, and on 
Sunday the 28th the temperature near the sea rose to 750; at places’be­
tween the latitude of 510 and 5 20 it exceeded 910, and even 920 ; in London 
it was 88° ; and at all other places under observation, somewhat below 90°. 
This 28th of June was the hottest day we- have experienced since- July 
6th, 1846. It was also remarkably dry ; the temperature of the dew­
point falling at times during the day full 35° below the air temperature. .
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The average price of wheat, like that of consols, has been nearly the 

same as it was in the .first three months of the year ; it was 56k gd. in the 
thirteen weeks of April, May, and June 1857 ; and consequently wheat is 
cheaper by 23 per cent., and 17 per cent, than it was in the corresponding 
seasons of 1835 and 1856. In the London markets beef has risen 7 per 
cent., while mutton has slightly fallen since last year. The high price of 
potatoes is the most unfavourable circumstance in the Table. The price 
of this important esculent was 59 per cent, higher in London than it was 
in the spring quarter of 1856. The abundant crop of fruit will, to a 
certain extent, supply its place as an antiscorbutic ; and we may hope that 
the present year’s crop of potatoes will be more abundant.

State of the Public Health.—100,046 deaths were registered in the 
Quarter ending on June 30, and this implied an annual mortality at the 
rate of 2- 086 per cent. The mortality in the districts containing 
the principal towns was at the annual rate of 2-322, that is • 142 less than, 
2 - 464, the average of the preceding ten spring quarters. In the remaining 
districts, comprising chiefly small towns and country parishes, the reduc­
tion in the annual rate of mortality was -212 ; it was 1-868, . while the 
average rate of the season was 2 • 080. . . o .

The deaths in London have fallen progressively since 1855, notwith­
standing the increase of population, from 15,001 to 13,212; and the 
diminution has been proportionally most sensible on the south side 
of the Thames, where the improvement in the water supply has been, 
greatest. The Registrar of St. James, Bermondsey, notes that to 208 
births there were 86 deaths. « This district,” he says, “ having suffered so 
4 fearfully during the prevalence of cholera, when the water supply was 
« very bad,'and the open tidal ditches poisoned the atmosphere, it is very 
« satisfactory to observe the excellent state of health now existing, 

proving the beneficial effects of good water, excellent drainage, Pa^g’ 
“ cleansing, &c.; and I may remark that an improvement is perceptible 
« in the market gardens and in the foliage generally since the partial.

abatement of the smoke nuisance.” . .
In Lambeth, Waterloo (1st Part), the Registrar notes births 145, 

deaths 5 <. The deaths are about 2 o below the av erage of the three preceding 
years. “I have a strong opinion,” he says, “ regarding the unwholesomeness 
« of the water we have for years been drinking.. There is now a marked 
« difference in the quality of the supply on this side the river, though 
« there is stiff occasionally room for improvement. There has been no

Attention was^formerly called to the effects bad, 7at.e^ °Vhe 

people of London ; and the improvement in the public health that has been 
the result fully establishes the correctness of the remarks made on this 
subject. The effects of the constant supply of the best water than can be 
procured have yet to be registered.P In the Southern and the Eastern Divisions the deaths were .fewer 
than in the spring of 1855, and generally fewer than they were in e 
spring of i80.. Some partial epidemics of scarlatina, measles, whooping 
cough, typhus, and small-pox, however, are mentioned by the registrars 
of these divisions. Two persons were killed by lightning while taking 
shelter6under a tree in KiUury, Hungerford.*  At Chalfont, Amershan, 
one death occurred in digging for chalk, this making the fifth death from 
that cause within two years, “ owing to the careless mode of performing

* Published at Sittingboume, Kent.

]Athe West Midland Division, Yorkshire and the Northern Counties, 
the number of deaths in the spring of 1857 exceeded the number of .dea s 
in the spring of 1855. In the North Midland Division, in Cheshire and

* The sub-district and district are designated by the two names in this and similar 

cases.
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in Lancashire, the diminution in the number of deaths was not considera­
ble. Among the districts in which the deaths were in excess of the deaths 
in the previous quarters may be enumerated Cheltenham, Ludlow, Bridg­
north, Leek, Burton-upon-Trent, Lichfield, Wolverhampton (1000 deaths 
occurred here), Walsall, West Bromwich, Dudley. All the South 
Staffordshire districts are in an unsatisfactory sanitary state. The Pottery 
districts of North Staffordshire have been recently supplied with good 
water, and their mortality has fallen considerably. King’s Norton 
Coventry, Hayfield, Chester, (Great Broughton), Huff, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, have also lost more lives than in the two previous spring quarters.

Many districts of the country still suffer from marsh malaria. In Mal- 
don, the Registrar says, “ Ague is very prevalent in Tollesbury, Gold- 
hanger,Tolleshunt-D’Arcy and its neighbourhood.” The lower levels of 
the basin of the Thames as high up the stream as Oxford, and as low as 
Hoo and Sheppey, suffer from malarious diseases in spring and autumn. 
The mortality on the high grounds at the sources of the Thames is at the 
average rate of 17 and 18 annual deaths in 1000 living ; in the low flooded 
districts on its banks the mortality rises to 20, 21, 22, 23 in iooo• in 
Orsett (Essex) the mortality is at the rate of 24 in 1000, in Hoo (the Isle 
of Grain) 24, and in Sheppey, containing Sheerness, 24 in 1000.

Thus in the marshy districts the mortality is raised from 17, the natural 
rate, to 24 in 1000, chiefly in consequence of the noxious emanations from 
a rich ill-drained soil.

Sheppey may be taken as a type of these districts. The inhabitants 
have that pallid blue aspect which characterizes aguish districts ; they 
frequently suffer from ague, and sometimes from typhoid fever. A consi­
derable number of men in the Sheerness dockyard and in the ships on the 
station have been struck down and disabled by fevers during the present 
yean Sheppey has its high lands but a large quantity of it is marsh, 
drained imperfectly by ditches containing stagnant water and putrid vege­
table and animal matter. The owners of this property are absentees, and 
the tenants mostly commit their farms to the care of a bailiff. No effort 
is made at improvement by the small' occupiers, although experience has 
shown that the investment of money in the deep effectual drainage of the 
marsh is remunerative in a,high degree. His Excellency Lord Harris 
has published an interesting statistical document showing the outlay 
and receipts in detail on the Rayham farm, of 439 acres, in Sheppey, 
during the seven years ending Michaelmas 1856. 2200Z. has been 
obtained from the Government Drainage Fund and expended on the land 
during the last four years. After allowing a liberal interest for all the money 
invested, the profit, which was set down at 141/. in the first year, rose 
progressively to 6931.; ■ and upon taking the value from the inventory at 
the beginning and end of the last year, in .connection with the surplus of 
the receipts over outgoings, 972Z. remains as a balance towards the rent of 
a farm in 1856 for which a tenant could not be obtained at Michaelmas 
1849 who would pay a higher rent than 100Z. The whole of this remark- 
able document*  deserves to be closely scrutinized and studied by all the 
owners of the marsh land which now prejudices the health of the inhabi­
tants and deters people from building in its neighbourhood. Sheerness 
should be immediately drained and supplied with pure water.

As a Government fund affords very proper facilities for the loan of 
money, drainage should be made compulsory on the owners of the land in 
districts which are so fatal to the inhabitants as Orsett, Hoo,, and 
Sheppey; more particularly when the naval force of the country is 
seriously impaired by this standing insalubrity. It is evident that a large 
portion of our naval reserve may be paralyzed by ague and fever at the 
very time when it may be called upon to fight. A force which lives in
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* The decrease in the mortality of Yarmouth is stated by the Registrar of the northern 
sub-district to be owing to the excellent sanitary arrangements carried out by the authorities 
of the town.

an aguish atmosphere is necessarily enervated and loses some of its 
courage. It cannot be always ready to meet the enemies of England at 
the gates of the Thames and the Medway.

It will be observed that many districts of the country are now unusually 
healthy. For the information of those who may be about to resort with 
their families to watering places a Table is annexed of the mortality 
during the three months that ended on June 30th ih some of the prin­
cipal places of resort. It must be borne in mind that the mortality of 
some parts of these districts is lower and of other parts higher than that 
here stated |—

Annual Rate of Mortality per 1000 in the Districts round the Sources and on the 
Course of the River Thames, during the 10 Years 1841-50.

No. of 
District.

DISTRICTS.

Annual 
Mortality. No. of

District.
DISTRICTS.

Annual
Mortality.

Deaths to
1000 living.

Deaths to
1000 living.

343 Winchcomb 17 38 Chertsby - - - 18
341 Northleach - - -■ 18 47 Kingston - - - 18
340 Cirencester _ — • 20 48 Richmond _ _ - - 20
251 Cbickladb - — - 20 134 Brentford - - , - 21
250 Highworth - - -- 21

LONDON - - - - 25
122 F ABINGDON — — — 20
161 WITNEY - — - 22 194 WESTHAM(includingStratford) 18
160 Woodstock ■ — - 21 197 Romford _ _ - _ 20

158 & 157 Oxfobd And Headington 23 198 OllSETT _ _ - - 24
123 Abingdon — — — 23 199 & 201 Billericay and Rochfobd 21

50 Dabtfobd - i- - , - 19
156 Thame — - - 22
125 Wallingford — — — 20
126 Bradfield 19 51 Gravesend (including North-
127 Reading . - - 24 fleet and Strood) - - 25
128 Wokingham - _ - 17 52 North Aylesfobd 22

53 Hoo - - - _ _ 24
150 & 155 Wycombe and Henley 21 54 Medway (exclusive of Fort

129 Cookham - - - - 19 Pitt and Fort Clarence) - 24
131 Windsob —. — 20 68 Milton - - - - 21
149 Eton - _ - 18 69 Sheppey (including Sheerness) 24
132 Staines -- - 19

Mortality in the Districts containing some of the principal English Watering Places.

No. of DISTRICTS.
District,

57
70
72
76
78
85
90
99

227
228
274
283

295
, 326

330
344 

' 388
403 

447,4497 
and 450 J

525.
531
575
597 

. 621
623

Tunbridge (including Tunbridge Wells) - - - -
Thanet (including Ramsgate and Margate) - ’
Dover - - - - - - - --
Hastings
Eastbourne -------- 
Brighton - -
Worthing (including Littlehampton and Arundel) 
Isle of Wight (including Ryde, Newport, and Cowes) - 
Muteord (including Lowestoft) - - - - - -
Yarmouth - - - - - ’ "
Weymouth (including Melcombe Regis) - - ■ 7
Newton Abbott (including Dawlish, Torquay, and East and

West Teignmouth) - - - - - ■
Barnstaple (including Ilfracombe) - - - -
Bath - - - -
Clifton (including part of Bristol City and Bristol Workhouse) 
(CHELTENHAM*  ~ ” — — ” * "
Upton-on-Seveen (including Malvern), - - • . -
Warwick'(including Leamington) - - -
Ashborne, Bakewell, and Chapel-en-le-Frith (including

Buxton and Matlock) - - - -
Scarborough - - ■
Whitby - - - C "
Kendal -■ , - - - - u - - ■ •
Aberystwith - - -
Bangor - - -- - - - --
Anglesey -------

Annual Rate of
Mortality to 1000 

living in the

10 Years
1841-50.

3 Months 
ending 

30th June 
1857.

20 21
19 18
21 17
18 16
15 15
21 16
17 13
17 is
17 17
23 13*
19 23

19 19
17 20
24 19
23 16
20 19
18 20
20 17
20 20
21 22
21 24
20 18
18 19
21 24
17 21
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Third Quarter.—July, August, September, 1857.

The marriages in the three summer months were slightly below the 
ayerage number for the quarter ; the .births are above the average. The 
deaths exhibit a rate of mortality below the average of the season, but 
higher than the rates of the corresponding seasons of the two previous 
years.. Diarrhoea has prevailed in many districts, and a few fatal cases 
of cholera of a severe type have been registered.

Marriages-.—persons were married in the three months of July, 
August, and September. The number is less by 840 than the number 
of persons who married in the corresponding quarter of 1856. The annual 
rate of marriage in the quarter was 1'59 persons per cent., the average 
being 1’61 percent. In the spring quarter of 1857 the marriage rate 
was-above the average. The marriages fell off in London, in the South­
eastern, the South-western, the North-western, and the York Divisions. 
In the South Midland, the Eastern, the West Midland, the North Mid­
land, the Northern, and the Welsh Divisions, the marriages, as compared 
with those in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, increased.

Births.—The births of 161,181 living children were registered in the 
quarter that ended on the last day of September. This number exceeds 
by 3719 the births in the corresponding quarter of the year 1856 ; and is 
the greatest number of births that ever occurred in England during the 
summer months. The- birth-rate of the; quarter was 3-31 per cent. It 
has been only once exceeded in the summer quarter :—in 1851 the rate 
was 3 '32. The births in the first six months always greatly exceed in 
number the births in the last six: months of the year in England.

Increase of Population.—The births were 161,181, the deaths 100,528; 
consequently the recorded natural increase of population in England and 
Wales is expressed by 60,653.

51,994 emigrants sailed from the ports of the United Kingdom at which 
there are Government emigration officers. Of this number 18,725 were 
ascertained to be of English origin ; and allowing for a due share of the 
55'16 whose origin was not distinguished, the probable number of English 
emigrants may be set down at 20,947. 10,197 of the number sailed io 
the United States, 1707 to our healthy North American colonies, 8947 to 
the Australian colonies, and 96 to other places.

The weather and the Price of Provisions.—These elements affect the 
births, deaths, and marriages directly and indirectly.

The temperature of July, August, and September was considerably 
above the average of the same months in the last eighty-six years. Since 
the year 1771 the temperature of July has only been somewhat exceeded 
thirteen times. Since 1771“ a date as far back as trustworthy records 
extend, the temperature of the month has never been so high as it was in 
August last; and the temperature of the month of September was only 
exceeded six times. In one year only (1818) out of 86 years did the 
temperature exceed the temperature of the three summer months*  July 
and August were less, September was more humid than usual. Little fain 
fell in July; the average amount fell in August; the rain-fall in Sep­
tember Was above the average. As a general rule the temperature of a 
thermometer with its bulb on the (grass falls in every month below the 
freezing point (320) ; but it is a remarkable fact that at Greenwich the 
thermometer so placed never fell below 36° in the last three months.

The average price of wheat was 76s. id. and 7?s. 3d. in the two periods 
of thirteen weeks ending September 1855? and September 1856; it fell 
to 59s. i id. in the thirteen Weeks ending September 185,7. Wheat is 
consequently 17 per cent, cheaper than it was last year. The price of 
beef by the carcase in the Leadenhall and the Newgate markets has 
fallen in the three summers from 5^-d. to $^d. per pound; that is 8^ per 
cent. The price of mutton by the carcase has fallen from 6d. to f^d.. a 
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pound, or 4 per Cent., in the same seasons; The price of potatoes has 
unfortunately risen from 74s. to 785. and to 105 s. a ton, in the three 
seasons ; it was 42 per cent, higher in the thirteen weeks ending 
September 1.857. than the prices of the same season in 1855. The scarcity 
of potatoes is likely to produce scurvy in the country, as people are not 
generally aware that potatoes are an antiscorbutic, which can only be 
replaced by fruit and vegetables. The abundant crop of apples will 
supply to a certain extent the vegetable acids, which experience has 
shown that the human frame requires to maintain its elements in 
equilibrium.

State of the Public Health.—100,528 deaths were registered in the 
quarter ending September 30th ; and the death rate was 2-06 per cefit. 
The deaths in the. summer quarter of the previous year were 91 155 • 
and in the summer of 1855 the deaths were 87,646. The excess of deaths 
in the last summer quarter over this number was 12,882.

The annual rate of mortality per 1000 during the summer was 25 in 
the town districts and sub-districts where 8,247,017 people dwelt in 1851 
upon 2,149,800 acres ; and *7  in the other districts and sub-districts of 
England, and M ales where 9,680,592 people dwelt on 35’I75?I^5 aCres. 
The Arts which have been invented in cities are now required to render 
their natural homes healthy. As a preliminary to all other steps the 
people must be supplied with pure water. The town manures must be 
restored to the disinfecting fields every day, and no longer be suffered 
either to remain under human dwellings or to pollute the streets and 
streams around them.

If the mortality in the towns had been at the Same rate as the mortality 
in the other districts, -the deaths would have been upwards of 17,000 
fewer than they were. What was the cause of this great destruction of 
life ? Evidently the violation of the plain natural laws of life. And the 
strict observance of these laws must be of the utmost importance to the 
welfare of the human race, otherwise their violation would not be so 
terribly punished by, the Almighty. Indeed, if the English race could 
lose strength, beauty, health, and life in the impurities of its dwelling- 
places with impunity, the imagination of Swift alone could conceive,— 
his pen describe,—7the depth of degradation to which the nation might 
fall.

The intelligent classes of this country will, however, never acquiesce 
in the continuance of its. present imperfect sanitary condition, and of the 
resulting diseases which it brings down upon the heads of the popula­
tion ; who often when they violate the laws of nature know not what 
they do.

A summer of unusual warmth in our European climates not only pro­
motes the growth of corn and wine, but is probably salutary to the human 
frame,, where the land is drained, decaying refuse is buried in the earth, 
and cleanliness is observed. But in England these conditions are not yet 
complied with ; hence fever, ague, and diarrhoea have prevailed exten­
sively in the last hot summer. The Registrar of Strood (Kent) has 
registered within one as many deaths as births. He remarks '

-This district being marshy in a great part, the poor have suffered during the last 
winter .from agues in a greater degree than has been experienced during a great number 

y?^rs- Ague leads to debility, and the consequent inability to earn a sufficient 
livelihood. An unusally hot summer has operated still more to make the marshes and 
adjacent district intensely unhealthy. Many deaths have been registered from intermittent 
fever, directly or indirectly. This disease is rarely fatal [under favourable circumstances.] 
The chief mortality is amongst indigent and debilitated persons and their families, who 
have fallen an easy prey to diseases of a general character, in consequence of their 
reduced condition.

The other districts of Kent on the marshy banks of the Thames and 
the Medway have also experienced a mortality above their average; so 
has the district of Romney Marsh. Other districts of Kent, such as 
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Elham and Bridge, have lost few inhabitants, the mortality of these 
healthy places having been below the average. While the mortality in 
Kent and Hampshire exceeded the average, the mortality in Surrey (out 
of London) and of Sussex was about the average. 363 persons died in 
Southampton out of a population amountingin 1851 to 34,098; scarlatina, 
hooping-cough, and measles having prevailed; The sanitary state of this 
thriving town evidently admits of improvement, in which the nation 
at large is interested, as it is the station of the West India and other 
mails.

The mortality in the South Midland Counties is higher than usual: 
6.395 persons died in the three months. Diarrhceawas fatal at Hillingdon, 
Brentford, Acton, Bishop Stortford, Royston, Hatfield, St. Albans, Ramsey, 
Dunstable, Cambridge, Ely,. Whittlesey; and Wisbeach. One death from 
English cholera was registered at Ramsey (Huntingdon), and one in 
Wisbeach.

In the Eastern Counties the deaths (5686) exceeded the average 
number. In West Ham, Epping, Billericay, Chelmsford, Tendring, 
Colchester, and Lexden ; in Sudbury, Ipswich, Blything, Mutford,, 
Yarmouth, Norwich, Forehoe, and Docking, the increase of deaths was 
considerable. . Bilious fever, putrid sore throat, typhus,-diarrhoea, ague, 
scarlatina, have prevailed.

The Registrar of Bradwell says :—
There was a terrible epidemic of typhus in Tillingham parish, also of malignant sore 

throat. The drainage m the part most visited by the fever is very bad. Nearly every 
house had from 1 to 3 persons sick in it.

■ One of the Registrars of King’s Lynn adds :—
Diarrhoea, may be almost said to be universal The- high temperature has continued 

much longer than usual. The illness is now accompanied with the usual remittent fever, 
which is the prevailing, disease here, The. deaths from diarrhoea seem confined to.children 
during dentition.

One death from “ Asiatic cholera ” was registered at Bungay; and one 
death from “ cholera ” at Buxton in Norfolk.

In the South-western Division the deaths increased in the three 
counties of Dorset, Devon, and Cornwall; the deaths in the five counties 
were 7^47- Small-pox was fatal to 8 persons in Wilton. Scarlatina, 
raged at Weymouth as it only rages in bad sanitary conditions, ; In 
Lerrin (Liskeard) the Registrar reports :—

The deaths (24) are nearly double the average, and more than a third are those of 
children from disease in the throat. This epidemic here generally shows itself in the 
form of cough and sore throat, and appears, after arriving at a certain stage, to baffle 
medical skill. I am told that something of a fungus nature shows itself in the 
throat.

Croup, and what is locally called “throat fever,” also prevailed in 
Kea (Truro).

The West1 Midland Counties have suffered more than any of the 
previous divisions ; the deaths amounted to 12,357. The great coal and 
iron districts, .Wolverhampton, Walsall, West Bromwich, Dudley, and 
Stourbridge, are in a very unhealthy state f the mortality has been 
raised greatly above the average by small-pox, diarrhoea, scarlatina, 
typhus. One death from cholera happened in Wolverhampton, one in 
Wednesbury, 5 in Tipton, one in Sedgley. If the authorities, who are 
intelligent and active in many things, do hot bestir themselves, the 
population may again be decimated by epidemic cholera. North Stafford­
shire is 'already supplied with good water ; the supply of water in South 
Staffordshire was recently, and is probably still, execrable: the results 
are legible in the registers of death.

The sanitary state of many English towns has undergone improvement, 
and the mortality has declined in recent years ; but this has unfortunately 
not been the case in the Birmingham district, nor in the districts imme­
diately adjacent. The deaths in the three corresponding summer quarters 

C 2



xxxii Summary of the Quarterly Reports, 1857.

of 1855, 1856, 1857 were 920, 1118, and 1,520 in the Birmingham dis­
trict; 293, 353, and 529 in the Aston district; 132, 114, and 202 in 
the King’s Norton district, containing Edgbaston, which has hitherto 
been one of the healthiest districts in the kingdom. Diarrhoea has been 
exceedingly rife. The authorities of Birmingham will, we may hope, be 
stimulated by the recent meeting of the Congress of Social Science to 
take effective steps for the improvement of a great town, which has 
hitherto not stood very low in the sanitary scale.

The deaths in the North Midland Division exceed the deaths in the 
corresponding quarters of the two previous years, but the mortality is 
not high. In some districts the mortality is low. In Loughborough the 
Registrar says :—

The deaths are below the average. There have been fewer cases of diarrhoea than^is 
usual at this time of the year. The population generally'are well employed, which, with 
sanitary arrangements, may have tended to reduce the rate of mortality.

In Lincoln diarrhoea has been “ very prevalent among children;” in 
Horncastle diarrhoea has been “ very prevalent;” in Great Grimsby 
diarrhoea has raised the deaths above the average. Worksop, Basford, 
Nottingham, and Newark have also been visited by diarrhoea. In 
St. Peter, Derby, 31 persons died from diarrhoea. A child (11 weeks) 
died of “ English cholera •” & gentleman, 82-years old, of “English 
cholera” (9 days) ; and a man 73 years of age of “ cholera, with conges­
tion of brain.”

17,287 persons died in Cheshire and' Lancashire. The number of 
deaths exceeds the numbers in the two previous corresponding quarters. 
Scarlatina was fatal in Stockport, Runcorn, and Chester. Diarrhoea also 
prevailed in districts of the two. counties. Three deaths from, cholera 
occurred at Heaton Norris, one of them twelve hours after the attack; 
one death from “ Asiatic cholera,” it is said, occurred at Cheadle. In 
Liverpool and in the West Derby district adjoining (pop. 411,515 in 
1851) 3650 persons died, while the deaths in the corresponding quarter 
of 185.5 were 30,51. In Manchester, where great numbers of people 
visited- the exhibition, the deaths only exceeded by 79 the deaths in the 
summer quarter of 1855 : in the Manchester, Salford, and Chorlton, 
districts (pop. 439,797 in 1851) the deaths were 3460.

Mr. Leigh, of tile Deansgate sub-district, makes the following judicious 
remarks, which deserve the careful consideration of the people of 
Manchester. Very sad there is the life of a child

Births 266 ; Deaths 254. The total number of deaths, exclusive of coroners’ cases, is 
224, and of this number 156 were of children under 5 years of age, leaving a total adult 
mortality of only 68. So large a proportion I have never before known. It is evident that 
whilst the ordinary circumstances affecting adult life have been to a considerable extent 
in abeyance, those militating against the very young have been in great activity. Of 
the children not less than 76 were carried off by diarrhoea, 14 by hooping-cough, 6 by 
scarlatina, 6 by measles, and one by small-pox. 87 of the children died under the age 
of one year. Neglected diarrhoea, close confinement to ill-ventilated rooms during 
hooping-cough, want of proper nutrition, and free administration of laudanum, producing 
marasmus and convulsions,—as well as hydrocephalus and congestion of brain, these 
must explain why, with a diminution of all the causes producing disease in adults, the 
mortality as a total is still so high.

An explosion of fire-damp at the Heys colliery killed 40 persons in the 
Ashton-under-Lyne district.

10,908 deaths were registered in Yorkshire, and the mortality is in­
creasing in several districts ; among which are Skipton, Hunslet, Leeds, 
Dewsbury, Barnsley, Sheffield, Hull, Sculcoates, and Scarborough. 
Diarrhoea, typhus, and small-pox are prevailing causes.

Except in Westmorland, the deaths in the Northern Counties have 
been somewhat in excess; in the aggregate they amounted to 5907. 
Diarrhoea has prevailed here as elsewhere, and has raised the mortality 
in Sunderland, Gateshead, and Newcastle. In some districts of Cumber- ,
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land the mortality has been below the average. The Registrar of Low 
Longtown only registered 14 deaths.

The deaths in Wales and Monmouthshire amounted to 5467. This 
number is below the average; and few epidemics are mentioned by the 
Registrars.

Fourth Quarter.—October, November, December.

The returns of the quarter are in some respects unfavourable, for the 
mortality is higher than the average mortality of the season. The'Asiatic 
cholera, however, which was threatening in October, was arrested in its 
course ; and the excess of deaths is partly referable to influenza, scarlatina, 
fever, small-pox, and diphtheria (throat disease). The number of births in 
the last three months of the year exceeds the average ; but the marriages 
were below the average number for the quarter.

The state of the births and of the deaths on the aggregate of the year 
1857, exhibits a favourable aspect; for while the births exceeded, the 
deaths were below, the average.

Marriages.—The Christmas quarter is always distinguished in England 
and Wales by the multitude of its marriages. Ninety-one thousand six 
hundred and eighty persons married in the last three months of 1857. 
The marriages were at the rate of 1'88 persons married to 100 living in 
a year ; the decennial average rate of the corresponding quarter being 
1-99.

Births.—The births of 161,016 children born alive, were registered in 
the last three months of the year 1857. This number exceeds by 3538 
the births in the corresponding quarter of 1856. The births were at the 
rate of 3 ‘30 per cent, per annum ; the average of the previous quarters 
being 3 • 15. The increase of births is observable in London and in every 
other division except the Northern,

The births during the year 1857 .amounted to 663,071 ; or to about 
3'44 per cent, on the population.

Increase of Population.—As the births amounted to 161,016, and the 
deaths to 110,576, the natural increase of population was 50,440 in 92 
days. The excess of births over deaths, and therefore the natural 
increase of the population of England and Wales, was 243,2 56 in the year 
1857. In the United Kingdom the natural increase probably did not ex­
ceed looo daily.

28,673 emigrants sailed from the ports of the United Kingdom at which 
there are Government emigration officers ; namely,. 27,790 from four 
English ports, 879 from Glasgow and Greenock, and only 4 from Irish 
ports. The origin of the 28,673 emigrants was shown in 25,281 instances ; 
and after distributing those not distinguished proportionally, it appears 
that 11,630 were of English origin ; of whom 7 366sailed to the Australian 
colonies, 4210 to the United States of America, 20 to the North American 
colonies, and 34 to other places.

212,875 emigrants sailed from the ports of the United Kingdom in 
the year 1857, and of that number 78,560 were declared to be of English 
origin.

The number of English soldiers and sailors who have died abroad, can­
not yet be brought into the account.

Weather and the Price of Provisions.—The high average tempera­
ture of the summer was sustained through autumn until the end of the 
year. In November and December the temperature fell at Greenwich 
only to 46° and 450; thus remaining 30 and 6° respectively above the 
average of each of the last two months of the 86 preceding years. The 
dew point for the quarter was 45'6°, or 4*7  above the average of the 16 
previous years. The humidity, was 92, saturation being expressed by 
100 ; and the atmosphere was thus 5 points nearer to saturation than it
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was on an average of 16 years. The rain*fall  was 6’ cl inches', or i • i inch 
below the average ; although on October 22<1 nearly three inches of rain 
fell in several places of Norfolk, Cambridge,, Hertford:, Middlesex, Buck­
ingham, Surrey, and Sussex. The barometer was above the average. 
Wheat was sown in favourable weather. The country was remarkably 
green at the end of December. At Ryde fuschias and strawberries were 
in bloom in -December ; raspberries were picked on the 20th.

The price of wheat was 52s. a quarter, while in the corresponding three 
months of 1855 arid 1856 it was 79s. 4<Z. and 63s. 4c?. The reduction was 
34 and 19 per cent, respectively on the prices of the two previous years. 
The price of beef by the carcase at the Leadenhall and Newgate markets 
was 5|-cZ. per pound ; while it was in the same seasons of 1855 and 1856 
respectively and a pound. Mutton was in the autumns of the 
three years (1855, 1856, and 1857) a pound. The potato crop 
partially failed, and the average price of York Regents at the water-side 
market, Southwark, was 140s. a ton, or 161b. for a shilling. In . the pre­
ceding autumns of 1855, 1856, the price of potatoes was 95s. and 100s. a 
ton. The price of potatoes was 40 per cent, higher than it was in the 
three autumn months of 1856. This high price necessarily limits the 
consumption of potatoes among the poorer classes of artizans in the towns; 
and the family of the labourer, whose crop has failed in the country, must 
suffer still more severely, as he has not the means of purchasing other 
commodities. The want of potatoes often induces scurvy, but no direct 
evidence of that disease is yet mentioned by the registrars. It is, how­
ever, often the masked cause of other maladies:.

State 0/ the Public Health.—110,576 deaths were registered in the last 
quarter of the year 1857.. This number exceeds by 14,338 the deaths in

Table XVIIL—ENGLAND. Annual Rate.of Mortality per Cent, in Town and Country 
Districts in each Quarter of the Years 1847—1857.

18511811

8,247,0176,838,089

9,680,5929,076,079

Population 
enumerated.

In 125“ Districts’ 
and ■ 23 Sub­
districts com­
prising the 
Chief Towns.

In the remaining’
Districts and 
Sub-districts of 
England and 
Wales com­
prising chiefly 
Small Towns 
and Country 
Parishes

In deducing the results given in this Table the population up to ^5 has been increased “ ^dT^ngleteZ 

observed between 1841-51. For the year 1856: and 1857 the increase of population has been ooiainea y

of Births oyer Deaths. . . ., v . All Districts of London (36), and Kingston,
Kames of the 125 Districts and 23 Sub-districts comprising the chief towns> .-All the Distnet Brighton, Portsea

Richmond, Gravesend, Medway, East and West, Maidstone Sub-districts, Canterbury, Thanet Hastmgs,

Island, Alverstoke (Gosport), Southampton, WinchesterEdmunds, I^wich, Yarmouth, 
district, Headington, Oxford, Northampton, Cambridge, West ^m^CoIc*MbBy,  Bu Y & Damerel (Devonport). Bedruth, 
Norwich, King’s Lynn, Melksham, Salisbury, Exeter, .Plymouth, SpUatrioto,

Bath, Bedminster Sub-district, Bristol, Chfton, St. Nicholas Gloucester, . Wolverhampton, Walsall, West
Cheltenham, Hereford City Sub-district, Shrewsbury, Wtanton Stoke Home Sub-district, Badford,
Bromwich; Dudley, Stourbridge, Worcester, Birmingham, Aston, Coventry, Leicester, d 1 chester Castle and
Nottingham, Derby, Stockport, East Macclesfield West Ma^erfeld,^and XEon, Leigh, Bolton, Bury,
Chester Cathedral Sub-districts (Great Boughton), Derby, rfaslingden, Burnley, Blackburn, Preston,

Bartoh-upon-Irwell, Chorlton, Salford, Manchester, As ton, , w.k.field' Ecclesall Bierlow, Sheffield, Bootham, 
Todmorden, Huddersfield, Halifax, Bradford, Hunstet Leeds, “^-districts (Durham

OS e Wst Cuthbert and st‘Marr

Mb-distridts (Carlisle), Merthyr Tydfil, and Llangafeiach and Swansea Sub-distriets (Swansea).

Annual Bate of Mortality per Cent, in each Quarter of the Years

Quarters 
ending 1847 1848 1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855' 1856

fl «e 1
1857

. March 
) June - 
) Sept. - 
! Dee. -

3*020
2’776
2:691
3*094

3*074
2’505
2*328
2’434

2-708
2’537
4-225
2’510

2’368
2*221
2’223
2-345

2-656
2*444
2’365
2’509

2-616
2*402
2-589
2-479;

2-789
2-521
2’325
2’659

2*706
2-455
3*072
2’700

3’074
2*401
2-082
2’308

2’482
2-381
2-282
2-371

2-749
2*464
2*618
2*541

2’588
2’322
2’510
2’702

Year - 2’895 2-584 2-996 2-289 2-493 2’521 2-573- 2-734 2*465 2*374 2*592 2’526

Year - 2-128 2’079 2-110 1-898 1-947 1’990 2’031 2*002 2’062 1-775 2’002 1’876

• March
) June - 
I Sept. - 

7 Dec. -

2-637
2*270
1-763
1-845

2-545
2-141
1-765
1-867

2’190
2’162
2-121
1-967

2-108
1-988
1-683
1-816

2’098
2-021
D747
1’923

2’116
2’052
1’866
1’924

2’388
2’181 
1’711
1’848

2’145
1'978
1’871
2’016

2’671
2’129
1’646
1’805

1-915 
1*873  
1’596 
1’706

2’281
2-080
1-777
1’872

1’987
1’868
1’714
1’924
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the corresponding quarter of 1856 ; the mortality in: the quarter was at 
the rate of 2-263 per cent, per annum, the average of the: season being 
2-167. The increase was equivalent to one on every 22 deaths. The 
increase of the mortality was greatest in the town districts or sub-dis­
tricts'; while the deaths in the country districts were considerably above 
the average. After correcting for increase of population, on the assump­
tion that the population in town and country increased at the same rates 
as in the ten years 1841-51, the mortality in the towns appears to be at 
the rate of 2-702 per cent., in the country at the rate of 1-924 per cent, 
per annum. The excess over the average of the season was 161 in the 
towns, ’ o 5 2 in the country ; it was therefore more than three times as 
great in the towns as it was in the country districts. - , . .

The proportion of the deaths in a given time to a given population is 
not an exact measure of its vitality ; the mortality being very different at

Table XIX.—The'Average Prices of Consols, of Wheat,- of Meat, land of Pota­
toes; also the Average Quantity of Wheat sold arid imported Weekly, in each 
of the Years, arid in each Quarter of the Years 1852-1857.

Average?
Average price 

Brice M
Wheat

per
Consols Quarter 

in
(?or England

Money);
Wales;

. Wheat s 
in the 

290 Cities; 
an^l Towns in 

"England 
and Wales 

making 
Beturns.

Wheat and
Wheat Flour 

entered for 
Home 

Consumption 
at 

Chief Ports 
of Great 
Britain;

Average Prices of

Meat per lb. 
at Leadenhall and Newgate 
Markets (by the Carcase).

Potatoes 
(York Begents) 

per Ton 
at Waterside 

Market, 
Southwark.Beef. Mutton.

Average Number of 

Quarters Weekly.

Range 
of 

Prices.
Mean.

Bange 
of 

Prices.
Mean.

Bange 
of 

Prices.
Mean

Years. £

1852 99f
1853 97f
1854 91<
1855 90S
1856 93
1857 914

Quarters
eliding

1852
March - 971
June - 99f
Sept; - 100
Dec. - 1001

1853* —
March - 99f
June - loot
Sept. - 97
Dec. - 931

1854:—
March - 91
June - 881
Sept. - 931
Dec. - 931

1855:—
March - 911
June - 901
Sept. - 901
Dec; - 881

1856:—
March 901
June - 931
Sept; - 95
Dec. - 921

1857:—
March - 93f
June - 931
Sept. - 90|
Dec. - 891

d. Qrs.

40 10
52 11 86,191
72 5 75,259
74 8 101,057
69 2 97,055
56 5 100,866

40 10 95,532
40 io 87,949
41 2 78,712
40 5 111,224

45 7 95,115
44 6 84,559
51 10 86,087
69 10 79,002

79 6 60,022
78 4 55,842
63 10 56,389
68 0 128,783

69 11 88,000
73 4 94,791
76 1 94,545
79 4 126,893

72 4 92,152
68 8 104,952

.72 3 78,208
63 4 112,909

56 10 102,433
56 9 .107,850
59 11 02,156
52 0 101,025

Qrs. d.

3i—5
89,450 4 —5t
68,625 4S—6t
46,190 41-61
83,062. 44—61
61,115 4i-6|

27,540 31—5
54,675 34—4f
67,912 31—5
72,870 3 —5

63,530 31—51
82,623 4 —5}

120,020 41—6
91,627 4 —6

103,519 ’ 44-64
103,331 41—61
48,135 4f-6f
19,513 41—6f

33,821 41-61
57,068 41—61
51,511 5 —61
42,358 4t-6i

48,018 41—61
63,003 41—61

117,807 41—61
103,328 31-61

51,310 44-64
42,178 41—61
55,384 41-61
95,587 41-61

d. d.

41 4—5f 41
4| 41—7 . 51
51 if-4-7 51
5t 4J—64- 51
5t 41-61. 51

;51

41 31-51 41
4 314:51 41
41 4 —6 5
4 41-61 51

41 44-64 51
41 5 —6f 51
51 5 -71 61
5 41—7 54

51 41 7 51
5t 44-64 51
51 5 —7 6
5f 5 —7 6

5| 414-61 5f
51 41r—61 51
51 5 4-7 6
51 41-64 51

51 41—61 51
51 5 —61 51
51 5 —7 6
51 41-61 51

51 51-71 61
5f 41-61 51
5t 41—7 51
54 41—7 51

S. 5. d.

79—103 91 0
116—145 130 6
107—131 119 0
94—107 100- 6

.78— 93 85' 6
108—134 120 8

60-- 80 70 0
85—110 97 6
80—100 90 0
90—120 105 0

110—145 127 6
110—145 127 6
110—12.5 117 6
135—165 150 0

120—160 140 0
137—172 155 0
75— 85 80 0
95—105 100 0

105—120 112 6
110—130 120 0

69— 79 74 0
90—100 95 0

78— 93 86 0
70— 90 80 0
75— 80 78 0
90—110 100 0

100—12( 110 0
105—15( 127 6
95—lit 105 0

130—15( 140 0
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different ages, and the proportional numbers of young and old being 
disturbed by excesses of births over deaths, and by emigration, the deaths 
in two equal populations may vary from differences in their composition 
as to age, without implying any real differences in the vitality. A dis­
turbance may also be produced from disproportions in the sexes. Under 
ordinary circumstances the annual rate of mortality, however; at all ages, 
serves as a sufficiently accurate measure of the relative sanitary condition 
of the population ; and where this is insufficient, the mortality at quin­
quennial or decennial periods of life may be separately determined.

The mortality of England and Wales in 18^7 has been compared with 
the mortality of England and Wales in the ten previous years, and it may 
be compared with the mortality (22-36 per 1000) in the 19 years 1838-56. 
It is below that average. But is that average itself, it may be asked, 
the true standard ? What is the natural rate of mortality among English­
men, under favourable sanitary conditions ? Under such conditions how 
long do they live ? How many of them die annually ? No direct answer 
can be given to these questions. No large body of Englishmen is

Table XX.—Mean Annual Value of Meteorological Elements
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Guernsey - - - 123
0 / //
49 33 ON.

in.
29*977

in.
1*044

0
64*5

0
42’5

O 
22*0

0
57*6

0
49*0

0
8’6

0
51*9

0
46*1

Helston - - - 106 50 7 0 29’985 1’128 69*3 38*0 31*3 61*5 48*1 13*4 53*7 49*1
Ventnor - - . - - 150 50 35 0 30’056 1’066 66*2 40’0 26-2 58’1 49*0 9’1 53*5 48*8Worthing - - - 34 50 45 0 30’010 1’030 63’1 35’8 27’3 56’7 45’4 11-3 50’8 47’4
Little Bridy — •• •• •• •• 68’7 31’8 36’9 59’1 42’9 16*2 50’2 45’8

Clifton - - - ■ - - 228 51 28 0 29*983 1’134 68*6 32*0 36’6 58’3 43’8 14-5 50’3 45’1
Lewisham - - - - 29’998 1’096 72*9 32’5 40’4 61-3 43’2 18-1 50-6 45’6Royal Observ., Greenwich - 159 51 28 38 29-998 1’090 72’2 33*4 38*8 60’7 43*7 17’0 51*1 45’7
St. John’s Wood - .. 29’966 1’044 70*0 35*0 35*0 59*2 45*0 14’2 51*6 46*1
Guildhall - - - 1’074 67*9 36’9 31’0 58*3 46*2 12*1 51*8 45’4
Whitehall - - - - 30*003 l’W2 67*8 37*4 30*4 58’0 46’7 11’3 51*4 44*1
Paddington - - - 126 51 30 0 30*007 1*058 72*5 35*3 37*2 60*8 45*3 15*5 52*0 46*5
Rose Hill - - ’ - - 29*998 1’070 67*9 31*7 36*2 58*0 41*6 16*4 50 0 45*3
Oxford Observatory — 2io 51 45 36 30’000 1*139 67*6 32*9 34’7 57’6 43*4 14*2 49*9 45’2
Great Berkhampstead - 370 51 45 0 29*998 1*097 69*6 28*6 41*0 58*5 41*4 17*1 49’8 43*5
Hartwell House - - 250 51 49 0 29*963 1*101 70*9 32*6 38*3 60*5 42*7 17*8 50'9 45’3
Hartwell Rectory - 290 51 49 0 29*967 1*096 69*5 32*2 37*3 58*8 42*9 15*9 50*1 45’8

Royston - * - 271 52 2 40 30*021 1*105 71*7 33*2 38*5 59*6 43’3 16*3 50*6 44’5
Gloucester - - - - 29*993 1’142 70*2 31*5 38*7 59’5 43’6 15*9 510 46’8
Cardington - - 100 52 7 0 29*988 1*112 69*3 33*0 36*3 58’4 43*4 15*0 50*6 45*4
Lampeter - — - - 420 52 7 0 29’961 1*161 70*1 28*7 41 4 58*8 42’6 16’2
Norwich - - - - 39 52 37 0 30*001 1’071 68*5 32’7 35*8 57’8 43’7 14*1 50’3 45’7
Grantham - - - 
Belvoir Castle - - 260 1438 69*2 27’5 41*7 58:4 39*1 19*3 48’4 44*1
Derby - - -• ■7' 100 52 56 0 29’967 1*138 67*5 31*8 35*7 50*4 44*3
Hoikham - - - - 39 52 57 10 29*901 1’088 68’4 31*1 37’3 57’3 43’6 13’7 soj-o 45’9
Nottingham - 181 52 57 30 30*016 1*148 69*8 31*2 38*6 58*4 42*4 160 49*9 44’5

Hawarden - - 260 53 11 15 29*966 1*236 66’0 34’8 31*2 56*4 44*8 11*6 49*5 44’4
Liverpool - - - - 37 53 24 48 30*007 1*129 65*3 38*9 26’4 57’8 47’7 101 51’3 44*7
Manchester - - - 123 53 29 0 29*974 1’187 71*1 29’7 41’4 58*9 42’8 16*1 50*0 44-0
Wakefield - - - 115 53 40 50 29*986 1’183 69’1 28’7 40*4 58*5 42*3 16’3 49*6 44’3
Leeds - - _ ■ - - 138 53 48 0 29*969 1*177 69*3 33*1 36*2 58*4 44’7 13’7 51’0 42’9
Stonyhurst 381 53 50 43 29*962 1’177 65*6 30’4 35*2 55*9 42*8 13’1 48*3 44’5
York - - - 60 53 57 30 29’920 1’161 64*3 31*7 32*6 54*7 42*9 11-8 .. ..

Scarborough 91 54 17 0 29’962 1’055 62’8 35’9 26’9 52’7 45’2 7’5 48’5 45*5
Durham - - - •7. 29’948 1’172 63*3 32’6 30*7 53’4 43’6 9*8 47*5 43*0
By well - - - - 74 54 56 43 29*894 1*164 67*2 32’7 34*5 58*0 43*6 14*4 49’5 45*1
Alienheads - - - 1360 54 48 44 29*924 1*147 61*7 30*5 31’2 52’0 40-1 11*9 44? 8 41*2
North Shields - - - 124 55 0 7 29’990 1*198 63’0 34*6 28’4 53*7 44’3 9*4 47*6 45*6
Pittenweem • - - : •• 29*906 1’246 62*3 33’4 28’9 54’2 43*0 11-2 48*2 42’4

Arbroath - - - - 50 56 34 0 29*834 1-210 63’5 31*8 31*7 54’1 42’0 12’1 47’8 42*6
Aberdeen - - - - 29-927 1*196 62*8 30*5 32’3 53*3 39’8 13*5 47*4 41’1
Braemar - - — .. •• 29’915 1’175 61’2 25’5 35’7 51’1 39’8 11*3 44’1 39’1

Culloden - - - - 104 57 31 0 29’872 1*342 62’2 35*7 26’5 53’1 44*6 8’5 48’4 43’5
Elgin - - - - - 28 57 38 0 29*882 1*227 63’9 33*6 30*3 54’1 42’8 11*3 47*8
Stornoway - , - •• •• •• 1*220 ••

“ 1 47*8, 43*4

o
"to 
ce
Sg o

•326

•358 
•360 
•339 
•319

•310 
•317 
*319 
•324 
•314 
*298 
•330 
*312 
•310 
•292 
•317 
•321

*303 
*332 
•314

•320

•298 
*299 
•328 
*307

*303 
•304 
•307 
•302 
•286 
•303

•315
•287
•311
•266
*315
•280

•282
•265
*246

*292

•289
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breathing pure air, living on a perfectly sound diet, free from all defile­
ment, and free from vice, exercising duly the mind and body generation 
after generation. We can point to no model city—to no model caste ; we 
can discover no model parish in the country. In the matter of health we 
are all very ignorant or desperately negligent. What courses then remain 
open to the inquirer ? One only. The mortality of the districts of 
England in which the sanitary conditions are the least unfavourable, can 
be employed as the standard measure until happier times supply the real 
standard of vitality. Sixty-four districts in various parts of the country 
are found where the mortality of the people ranged on an average extend­
ing over ten years from fifteen to seventeen deaths in 1000 living. This 
is not an accidental event; the mortality only fluctuates in such places 
slightly from year to year, and the death rate under the same circum­
stances will not be exceeded. The people dwell in sixty-four districts 
extending over 4,797,315 acres, and their number at the last census was 
973,°7°- Undoubtedly the sanitary conditions in which they live are in 
many respects favourable. They generally follow agricultural pursuits; and

for the Year 1857. By James Glaisheb, Esq., F.R.S.

W
ei

gh
t o

f V
ap

ou
r in

 
ib

ic
 F

oo
t o

f A
ir .

M
ea

n a
dd

iti
on

al
 W

ei
gh

t of
 

V
ap

ou
r r

eq
ui

re
d 

fo
r S

at
u­

ra
tio

n.

M
ea

n 
de

gr
ee

 o
f H

um
id

ity
 o

f 
th

e A
ir 

(S
at

ur
at

io
n=

10
0)

.

M
ea

n W
ei

gh
t of

 a C
ub

ic
Fo

ot
 o

f A
ir.

M
ea

n 
Re

ad
in

g 
of

 M
ax

im
um

 
Th

er
m

om
et

er
 in

 ra
ys

 of
 S

un
.

M
ea

n R
ea

di
ng

 of
 M

in
im

um
 

Th
er

m
om

et
er

 o
n 

G
ra

ss
. Wind.

M
ea

n 
A

m
ou

nt
 o

f O
zo

ne
 .

M
ea

n 
A

m
ou

nt
 o

f C
lo

ud
.

Rain.

NAMES
OF 

STATIONS.

M
ea

n es
tim

at
ed

St
re

ng
th

.

Relative Proportion of

N
um

be
r o

f D
ay

s i
t f

el
l.

A
m

ou
nt

 co
lle

ct
ed

.

N. E. S. W.
fl 
CO 
a c3

grs.
3’7

grs.
OS’S 82

grs.
539 1’6 2*4 4*7

days.
151

in.
31*7 Guernsey.

4-0 0’8 85 538 1*9 12 15 15 18 2’0 5’5 185 36*6 Helston.
4’1 0*8 84 539 .. 6’7 4 8 7 11 152 36*7 Ventnor.
3*8 0’6 88 544 7 7 8 9 5’4 130 24*1 Worthing. 

Little Bridy.3’6 0’7 85 •• •• 0’5 10 13 11 11 •• 5*6 188 37*3

3’5 0’8 83 540 .. 0*9 8 11 15 15 2’8 6’1 192 28*0 Clifton.
3’6 0*8 83 543 .. .. .. 8 9 11 14 1-2 6’5 139 21’8 Lewisham.
3’6 0’9 83 541 .. 7 8 11 10 .. 6’8 129 21*4 Royal Observ., Greenwich►
3*7 0*9 82 540 151 24-1 St. John’s Wood.
3’5 1’0 80 542 127 22’3 Guildhall.
3’4 in 78 543 71 ii 11 15 136 21’3 Whitehall.
3’7 0*9 83 540 68’5 44’4 8 9 12 14 Paddington.
3-5 0*8 84 539 67’4 39’9 i*6 ,. 4’7 6’8 148 28*4 Rose Hill.
3’5 0*7 84 541 69*9 42’0 1*2 .. .. 2’7 6’8 151 27*5 Oxf ord Observatory.
3*3 0*9 80 538 .. 0’7 9 ii 11 14 .. 158 29’2 Great Berkhampstead.-
8*5 0*9 82 538 .. .. 1’0 11 7 15 12 3’1 6’2 -. Hartwell House.
3’6 0*7 86 538 •• •• 9 9 13 15 •• 6*0 - •• Hartwell Rectory.

3’4 1*0 81 539 9 7 13 15 4*5 5’9 232 28*1 Royston.
3’7 0*7 86 542 .. 9. 10 9 19 , i 6’2 145 22’8 Gloucester.
3’6 0*8 84 542 80’8 35*3 0’7 1^ 9 12 14 .. 6*4 147 24’9 Cardington.

. .. .. 0*6 5 9 15 11 2-9 6’3 189 38*9 Lampeter.
3’6 0’7 85 543 38’3 1’4 1*6 6’7 23*1 Norwich.

. .. .. .. Grantham.
3’4 0*6 86 539 .. 1’4 9 6 ii 16 5’6 158 22-0 Belvoir Castle.
3’4 0’9 82 540 .. 168 25*3 Derby.
3’6 0’6 88 544 79’0 37’8 1’1 7 5 11 7 139 24*9 Hoikham.
3’5 0*8 82 542 68’9 40’6 0’3 2’1 7‘5 180 28’3 Nottingham.

8’4 0’8 84 540 65*1 37’9 1’5 7’3 124 28*3 Hawarden.
3’6 1’0 79 543 0*9 6*9 153 26’0 Liverpool.
3'5 08 83 542 66’1 40*6 4 8 9 10 7’1 31’5 Manchester.
3’4 0’8 83 543 66‘2 41’2 i’G 14 16 18 22 7*1 i93 27'0 Wakefield.
3*2 1’2 75 541 68’1 6 ii 17 12 7’8 174 25*4 Leeds.
3-4 0*6 87 538 .. 40’1 6’8 14 17 18 20 7*0 211 40*9 Stonyhurst.

*? 26*4 York.

3*6 0’5 91 2’7 10 11 11 14 Scarborough.
3’3 Oh 6 85 540 1*5 7’9 161 26*5 Durham.
3 5 0*7 86 542 70’9 37’0 1’2 7 12 io 16 5’8 191 27*7 By well.
3’0 0’5 87 523 .. 37’2 1’9 4 12 15 16 5*8 258 42’0 Allenheads.
3'6 0*3 93 544 41*3 1’8 io 9 12 14 6*0 160 39’2 North Shields.
3’2 0*8 81 544 •- :,>•■' 1’8 5 13 16 11 . •• 4*8 140 20’7 Pittenweem.

3’2 0’7 83 543 1’4 5 7 6 10 6*8 130 23/7 Arbroath.
3-0 0*8 80 544 .. .. 1’1 5 5 10 11 6’7 Aberdeen.
2*8 0’8 80 531 •• •• 1’0 6 10 16 14 •• •• 196 32’7 Braemar.

3’1 0’7 83 543 0’5 4 4 9 10 6’8 6’5 216 25’6 Culloden.
.. 6 8 10 18 • • 23*8 Elgin.
3*3 0’6 85 541 Stornoway.
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they are scattered thinly over an open country, often on high ground, so 
that the impurities which they;produce are dispersed and diluted in the 
air and water. They do not breathe each other’s exhalations in theatres 
and churches;; They do not drink water sullied by impurities. They do 
not drink poison in gin palaces. Their minds are not overwrought by 
dissipation, passion, intellectual effort. But visit their dwellings,7 and 
amidst much that is most commendable you will discover many sources of 
insalubrity. The bed-rooms are often small, close, crowded ; personal 
cleanliness is not much studied; the dirty pig and the filth of various kinds 
lie here in close proximity to the house ; the land there is imperfectly 
drained ; in the winter; clothing, fuel, and food are scantily enjoyed in all 
large or improvident families ; ignorance yields its baneful fruits ; medical 
advice is ill supplied or unskilful; Yet the annual mortality per 1000 of 
this million men, women, and children, year after year, does not exceed 
17. Is it not evident that under more favourable auspices the death rate 
would be still lighter ? Under such sanitary conditions as are known, and 
with all the mechanical appliances existing, can we not imagine a com­
munity living a healthier life than these isolated people ?

Without affirming on physiological grounds that man was created to live 
a destined number of years, or to go through a series of changes which 
are only completed in eighty, ninety, or a hundred years, experience 
furnishes us with a standard which can only be said to be too high. 17 
in 1000 is supplied as a standard by experience. Here we stand upon the 
actual. Any deaths in a people exceeding 17 in 1000 annually are un-

Table XXL—Mean Annual Value of Meteorological Elements 
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50° and 51° - 29’948 0’988 66’2 33’1 \ 33’1 56’2 43’2 <13’1 48’8
51° and 52° - - 29’946 1’020 67’3 28’4 39’2 55*2 40’6 15’0 46’9
529 and 53° - - 29’958 1’055 65’6 27*6 37’9 54’5 3?’5 14’9 4(F2
53° and 54° - - 29'934 1’119 63’8 29’4 \ 34’4 53’4 40’4 13’0 46*1
54° and 55° - 29’957 1’168 60’3 31’7 28’6 51’1 41’1 10’0 45’2
56° and 57° - - 29’876 1'200 60’6 28’7 31’9 52’4 38’3 14’1 44’7
57° and 58° - 29’879 1’226 62’1 29’3 : 32’8 51’5 . 39’7 11’8 44’8

1856 - 49° and 509 29’947 1:114 62’8 41’4 ' 21’4 56’6 , 48:3 7’3 50’5
50° and 51° - - 29’947 1’098 66’1 34’9 31’1 57’9 45*5 12’4 49’8
51° and 52° 29’944 1’146 69 V 30’6 38’4 56’9 42’2 14:7 48’8
52P and 53° - - 29’937 1*159 67 V 28’8 38’8 56*3 41*8 15*0 48’3
53° and 54° - - 29*930 1’102 65’9 30’2 35’7 55’1 42*2 13’0 47’9
54° and 55° - - 29’919 1’199 61’3 33*1 28’2 52’0 42’3 9’7 46’0
55° and 56° - 29’855 1’245 63’3 27’5 35’8 52-2 39’3 12’9 45’4
56° and 57° — 29’879 1’178 61’1 29’8 81*3 52’3 39’7 12*6 45’6
57° and 58° - - 29’873 1’243 60’4 33’3 27’1 51’0 41*5 9’5 45’9

1857 - 49° and 50° - 29’977 1’044 64’5 42’5 22’0 57’6 49*0 8’6 51’9
50° and 51° - 30’017 1’075 66’8 36’4 30’4 58’9 46’4 12’5 52'1
51° and 52° - - 29’992 1’093 69’9 33’2 36’7 59’2 43’8 15*4 50’8
52° and 53° - - 29’972 1’122 69*0 30’9 38’1 58’2 42’5 15’7 49’9
53° and 64° - 29’968 1’179 67’2 32’4 34’8 57'2 44’0 18’2 49’9
54° and 55° - ~ 29’944 1’147 63’6 33’3 30’3 54’0 43’4 ■10’6 47’6
56° and 579 — -• 29’870 1’228 62’9 32’6 30’3 54’1 42’5 11’6 48’0
57° and 58° 29’899 1’235 62’5 31’3 31’2 52’9 141’8 11’1 46’9
58° and 59° - - 29’742 1’220 r~ — iSStSS — — 47’8

Between the latitudes,—
. 54’4 42’0 12*4 47*31855 - 49° and 559 29’944 1’041 64’6 31’7 J 32’9

1856 - 49° and 55° - 29’937 1’136 65’5 33*2 32’3 . 55’6 43’6 12’0 48’6

1857 - 49° and 55° 29’985 1’100 67’2 85*2 32’0 58’0 45’2 12’8 50’8

Between the latitudes,—
t

52’0 39’0 13’0 44’81855 - 55° and 58° - - 29’878 1’213 61’4 29’0 32’4

1856 - 55° and 58° - 29’867 1’222 61’6 ,30’2 31’4 51’8 40’2 11’7 45’6

1857 - 55° and 58° 29’885 1*232 62’7 32’0 30’7 53’5 '42’1 Ip 4 47’5
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natural deaths. If the people were shot, drowned,; burnt, poisoned by 
strychnine, their deaths would not be more unnatural than the deaths 
wrought clandestinely by disease in excess of the quota of natural death ; 
that is, in excess of seventeen deaths in 1000 living.

But it may be said that this standard cannot fairly be applied to 
determine the excessive mortality of large towns, which can never become 
so healthy as the country. How healthy towns may become we do not 
know. It is only proved that the population of parts of many towns 
experiences a mortality little above the natural standard ; and that the 
prevalent diseases are referable to causes which evidently from their nature 
admit of removal. The question, however, is not, Does the excessive mor­
tality admit of removal? but, Does it exist ■?—and thesetwo questions have 
no logical connection. The existence of the excess is established by com­
paring the actual mortality with the standard. Then the chief causes of 
the excessive mortality are now ascertained ; and if the people have done 
all they can to remove them, the residual excess may be held to be inevi­
table. But what is inevitable at one time and in one place is not inevita1- 
ble at other times and in other places. It is therefore of the utmost 
importance to keep steadily in view all the excessive mortality over and 
above that which is implied in the great decree : “ It is appointed unto 
man once to die.” In London during the sixteenth century the population 
lived about twenty years on an average, and 50 died out of 1000 living ; 
consequently the excess over 17 was 33. That this excess was not inevitable 
is now demonstrated ; for with a great increase in number, the population

in the Years 1855, 1856, and 1857, for different Parallels of Latitude.
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Between the latitudes,— 
49° and 50°
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Between the latitudes,— 

49° and 55° - - 1855.
43’8 •296 8’4 0-7 84 541 ■ —, 5’9 161 310 49° and 55° - 1856-
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38’4 •258 3’0 0*8 80 545 6’1 139 20’9
Between the latitudes,— 

55° and 58° - 1855-
40’3 •257 3-0 0'7 82 545 6'7 166 28’2 55°and58° - - 1856.
41’7 ’275 3'1 0'8 82 541 4-' I 6’2 171 25’7 55° and 58° - - 1857-
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now lives about 3 7? years, and the mortality has fallen to 25 in 1000. Is 
the excess of 8 deaths a year among every 1000 living inevitable? This 
cannot be admitted for a moment, if we regard only the imperfect state of 
those sanitary arrangements which the public authorities of London have 
Within'their power. Nor can it be admitted that the excess of 5 deaths— 
or 22 deaths instead of 17—a year in every 1000 living is inevitable in 
England and Wales, with evidence before our eyes of the same violations 
of the laws of nature in every district.

Whether the causes admit or do not admit of removal, the fact, then, is 
incontestable, and must not be lost sight of, that the excess of deaths in 
England and Wales over those from causes which exist in sixty-four dis­
tricts was 91,652 in the year 1857 ; for 419,8x5 persons died in that year, 
and only about 328,163 persons would have died had the mortality not 
exceeded the standard of 17 deaths in 1000 living. The portion of the 
loss of life falling during ten years in each of the 628 districts-of the 
kingdom has been published in the Sixteenth Annual Report, and deserves 
to-be carefully studied.

England is a great country, and has done great deeds. It has encoun­
tered in succession, and at times in combination, all the great powers of 
Europe ; has founded vast colonies in America ; and has conquered an 
empire in Asia. Yet greater victories have to be achieved at home. 
Within the shores of these islands the twenty-eight million of people dwell 
who have not only supplied her armies, and set her fleets in motion, but 
have manufactured innumerable products, and are employed in the 
investigation of scientific truths, and the creation of works of inestimable 
value to the human race. These people do not live out half their days ; 
a hundred and forty thousand of them die every year unnatural deaths ; 
two hundred and eighty thousand are constantly suffering from actual 
diseases which do not prevail in healthy places ; their strength is impaired 
in a thousand ways : their affections and intellects are disturbed, deranged, 
and diminished by the same agencies.*  Who will deliver the nation from 
these terrible enemies ? Who Will confer on the inhabitants of the United 
Kingdom the blessings of health and long life ? Who will give scope to 
the improvement of the English race, so that all its fine qualities may be 
developed to their full extent under favourable circumstances ? His con­
quests would be wrought neither by wrong nor human slaughter ; but by 
the application of the powers of nature to the improvement of mankind,

Health of London in 1857.

England is not, like some of the states of antiquity, a city state. The 
population of the United Kingdom is diffused over nearly two hundred 
islands. The Metropolis, however, contains not only a larger population, 
but also a larger proportion of the population of the Kingdom, than the

Table XXII.—Meteorology of Greenwich in the Nine Tears 1849-1857.

Years.

Mean
TFeefc/y 

J/ovemeni 
of the Air 
in Miles.

Fall of
Rain 

in 
Inches.

Mean
Dryness

Qi
Atmosphere.

Mean
Temneratare 

of 
the Air.

Mean Temperature. of the Air 
in the Quarters ending the last day of

March. June* Sept; Dee.

Miles, Inches. 0 0 0 0 0
1849 735 23'7 6'7 49’9 41’9 51’7 61’0 44'8
1850 761 19’6 6’4 49'3 39'4 53’5 59’6 44’7
1851 - 684 20'5 6'6 49’2 41’9 51’5 59'8 43'7
1852 724 34’4 7'3 50'6 41’4 51’2 61'8 48'1
1853 596 29-0 60 47’7 38’1 51'8 58’5 42’3
1854 687 18’7 5’7 490 40'8 51'7 59'8 43’7
1855 638 211 5'3 46’9 34’1 50’5 60’4 42'7
1856 713 21'9 5-7 49’1 40-0 52*3 59’9 44’2
1857 568 21’4 5’4 51-1 39-2 53’8 63’3 47'9

* The annual number of deaths in the United Kingdom is about 616,000; and the 
number constantly sick is about twice the number of the annual deaths, or 1,232,000. If 
the annual rate of mortality per 1000 were reduced from 2,2 to 17, the deaths would fall 
to 476,000 ; the constantly sick to 95 2,000.
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capital of any .other country. London is not merely the'metropolis of 
the United Kingdom. It is the metropolis of the Empire. The Colonies 
and India, sustain part of its multitudinous people. It is a vast represen­
tative city, and it contains a mass of the best as well as a due share of 
we worst portion of English population.

It is sjx years since the people were enumerated ; but it appears to be 
a law- of this great city that it grows at rates not greatly varying in 
periods of ten years. Hence, if it be assumed 'that the population has 
continued to increase nearly 2 per cent, annually, as it did between the 
two last censuses, its numbers may be now estimated without risk of any 
important error. J

London. probably contains 2,667,917 inhabitants within its bounds, 
which circumscribe an area of a hundred and twenty-two square miles, 
that may be represented by a tract of land eleven miles long by eZetien 
miles wide. The population in 1851 was two millions, and one third part 
of a million. According to the estimate, one third of a million of . people 
have been since, added to the people on that immense encampment.

The weekly Tables of the year 1857 supply us with, the means of 
knowing the births and the deaths, and the causes of death, as far as 
they can be determined by the medical practitioners of the. day, in fifty- 
three weeks, and. in thirty-six districts of London, amidst the various 
atmospheric conditions of the seasons.

Every thing in the numbers relating to the Metropolis is , on . a grand 
scale. In the year 1857. fifty-nine thousand one hundred and. three, 
persons, a number surpassing the aggregate population of. two or three 
county towns, died, and were buried in the churchyards and cemeteries. 
Eighty-nine thousand five hundred and seventy-seven children were born 
arid were registered in the same time.

The births.registered exceeded the deaths in the year by 30,474. .That 
was the natural increase of the population.' Many of the children born 
m London emigrate, or go to other parts of the country; but the excess 
of immigrants over the emigrants was about: 20,000, consisting, of men, 
women, and children of all ages, who came to. London, chiefly from the1 
south, or from the Midland counties, and in smaller numbers from 
Ireland, or from the. counties north of the Humber, and even north of 
the Tweed.

The rate of mortality in the year was 2-22 per cent. The average 
of the last ten years being 2-45 per cent., the mortality of the year 1857 
is less than that average by 1-eleventh part.

The mortality is not . so low as it was in the year (1850) immediately 
after the epidemic of cholera ; but it has now remained low for two years 
in succession, as the mortality of the year 1856 was at the rate of 2-18 
per cent.; and the mean of the mortality of the two last years together 
is less than 22 deaths in 1000 living.

Table XXIII.—LONDON.—Births and Deaths in the Ten Years 1848 to 1857.

YEARS. 1848 1849 I860 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857

BIRTHS ------ 71380. 72612 74564 78300 81250 82254 84885 S5532 87430 89577
DEATHS _____ 57771 68756 48950 55488 54638 60069 73697 61942 57274 59103

Excess of Births over Deaths 13609' ■ 3856 25614 22812 26612 22185 11188 23590 30156 30474

(Males. - - -
Births

36371 37168 37907 40056 41388 42132 429881 ■43501 44410 45885
(Females - . - 35009 35444 36657 38244 39862 40122 41897' '42031 43020 43692
(Males - - - -

Deaths -X
'29413 34168 24634 28140 28063 30852 37151 31354' 29076 29769 .

(Females . - - . - 28358 34588 24316 27348 26575 29217. 36546 30588 28198 29334
Annual Mortality per 1000 . - 25'83 30’08 20’94 . ,23'40 22’47 24’41 29’88 24'06 21'78 •22’20
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The reduction ,in the rate of mortality is riot, equally great in all, the 
districts. Upon the average of the ten years the five groups of districts 
stand thus in the order of mortality :*  the North districts (2 • 22), the West 
districts (2'28), the’Central districts (2'qq), the East districts (2 58}, 
and the South districts (2'63). Taken in the same order, the, mortality 
in these five groups of districts in 1857 was 2*12  ; 2*08  ; 2-29; 2'44 ; 
and 2'16. The reduction in the rates pervades the five groups ;<but? it 
is most remarkable in . the South districts. , .The fall is from 2 ‘ 63 . to 
2-16. This, modification of the sanitary condition of so large a portion 
of the population of the metropolis will be watched with interest in 
connexion with the improved water supply, and with the improvement 
in the drainage, which still remains defective, and counteracts to some 
extent the beneficial effects of the diffusion of the population over a wide 
area. The area of the South districts is 71*2  square miles, and of the 
Central districts 2’9 square miles ; while the population of the South and 
of the Central districts in 1851 was nearly as three to two, or 616,635 
and 393,256. : ' n z- i xi

* The following Districts are comprised in these five groups:—West Districts: 
Kensington—Chelsea—St. George, Hanover. Square—Westminster—St. Martin-in-the- 
Eields—St. James.. WortA Districts: Marylebone—Hampstead—Pancras—Islington- 
Hackney. Central Districts: St. Giles and St George—Strand—Holborn-Clerkenwell 
__ St Luke—East London—West London—London City. East Districts. Shoreditch 
Bethnal Green—Whitechapel-St. George in-the-East-Stepney—Pop ar. NoatA Dis­
tricts- St. Saviour—St. Olave—Bermondsey—St. George, Southwark—Newington 
Lambeth—Wandsworth—Camberwell—Rotheyhithe—Greenwich—Leu isham.

Small-pox was fatal in 156 instances. In the year 1856 the deaths 
from that disease were 5,31. 'The disease naturally fluctuates largely; 
but it is certain, that if the whole of the children are vaccinated the 
number of deaths will be inconsiderable.

1341 (children chiefly) died of measles?; from which 1479 also died in 
the previous year. 2318 died, of this disease in 1845, when, the mean 
temperature was 47°'6 ; and 600 in 1852, when the mean temperature 
was 5o°*6.  _ . , .

Of scarlatina .1599 persons, chiefly children, died; less than m any 
of the previous 5 years. Whooping-cough was unusually fatal; the 
deaths by this disease were 2527, a number only exceeded in.the zymotic 
class by the deaths from diarrhoea (311.5), which, was more fatal than .in 
any previous year, except when cholera raged. 2343 of the deaths from 
diarrhoea were registered in the summer quarter, when 177 deaths from 
cholera occurred. The deaths in the year from cholera amounted to 214 
and late in the year the epidemic cholera, which had prevailed at 
Hamburgh, appeared to be impending.

Typhus, typhoid, and relapsing fever, which are registered together, 
destroyed 2096 lives ; and the mortality from this cause increased m the 
two last quarters of the year.

Table XXIV.—LONDON.—Deaths in Public Institutions, 1852-57.

Total Deaths in Public Institutions

In Workhouses - - - - -
Prisons
Military anr-Naval Asylums - - ;
General Hospitals - - - -
Hospitals fob Special Diseases

j Women - ?■
Lying-in Hospitals -(ChjUren _

! Military and Naval Hospitals - 
Hospitals and Asylums for Foreigners 
Lunatic Asylums - - - - -

1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857

8479 10116 12046 11316 10381 ifl079

4890 5955 6812 6552 5797 5714

105 106 , 155. 71 81 71.

832 842 312 299 304 285

2247 2675 3415 2956 2859 3008 '

299 281 326 441 612 332

7 13 20 1 .27 14 11

26 22 43 40 .31 23

183 ;263 441 404 282. 180

-81 59 57 64 61 63

359 400 465 456 340 392

Great Britain.

If we place together the deaths from small-pox, measles, scarlatina 
whooping-cough, diarrhoea, and typhus, and divide by the corrected 
population,, it is found, that the mortality from these diseases was at the 
rate of about 41 to every 10,000 living in London.

7369 deaths are referred to phthisis, which is the most fatal disease 
01 adults. Notwithstanding the elevation of the temperature, 5710 deaths 
are referred to bronchitis; many of which properly belong, to the epidemic, 
influenza which prevailed to some extent at the close of the year' 
Medical practitioners are too often apt to overlook the specific character 
of influenza, and to refer the deaths it occasions to one of its effects 
bronchial congestion or inflammation.

118 mothers died of metria or puerperal fever, and 247 of the other 
diseases incidental to childbirth. Childbirth is much more fatal than it 
should be ; but much less fatal than it was.

2520 deaths were referred to the six following heads: intemperance 
(99.), privation (20), cold (4), neglect (11), want of breast-milk (347), and 
violence (1852). Many of the deaths by disease are induced and accele­
rated by the operation of the causes in this class. Of the violent deaths 
99 were by poison, 266 .were by burns and scalds, 315 by hanging and 
suffocation, 340 by drowning, 661 by fractures and contusions, 107 by 
wounds, and 64 by other violence.

io,o79 ^eaths, or nearly a sixth of the whole number, took place in 
the public institutions of London, and of these 5714 occurred in the 
workhouses.

The peculiar meteorological phenomena of the year are the high 
temperature (51 1 ) and the slowness of the wind’s movements. - The 
temperature was 20 above the average of the preceding 17 years; the 
wind instead of moving at the average rate of no miles a day, passed 
over London at the rate of 81 miles during the 53 weeks. The rain-fall 
was 21‘4 inches,

GREAT BRITAIN.
The Registrar-General of Scotland supplies me with a return of the 

births, deaths, and marriages in Scotland. It completes the Return for 
Great Britain.

The excess of births over .deaths was 41,703 in Scotland, which con­
tained about 3,072,725 inhabitants, so the rate of natural increase was 
about one per cent. The births were at the rate of 33'73, the deaths at

rate of 20; 15.to 1000 living ; the marriage rate was 13'88 persons 
married to 1000 living.

Table XXV.—LONDON.—Deaths and Meteorology, 1848-57.

YEARS.

Total 

Number 

of ! 

Deaths.

Mean

Tem­

perature 

of Air.

Dryness

-of , 

Atmo­

sphere.

FaH 

of Rain 

in 

Inches.

Mean 
Weekly- 
Amount 

* of
Hori­
zontal 
Move­
ment 
of the 
Air.

Weekly Average of 1857.

1857

Number 

of 

Deaths

Mean

Tem­

pera-

Average 
daily 

Range 
of

Dryness 

of 

Atmo-

Fan 

of Rain

Amount 
of 

Hori­
zontal 
Move-' 
rnentj

1848 <57771
0

50’2
0

5*6 30-1
Miles.

1018 weekly.
ture 

of Air.
Tem­

perature.
sphere. Inches.

of the 
Air 

in each
1849 68756 49’9 6-r 23'7 735 Week.

1850. 48950 49-3' 6'4 19'6 761 First 0 0 0
1851 55488 49'4 6'6 20*2 .684 Quarter f 1238 88'9 12’8 3'9 0'27 606
1852 54638 ' 50'6 7'3 34*4 ’724 Second

Quarter1853 60069 47-8 6-0 29'6 596 j- 1019 53'2 21-5 7’3 0'38 640
1854 73707 491 5'7 : 17'3 687 Third
1855 61942 46'9 ;5'3 21-lsi 638 Quarter j- 1097 63’6 21'4 7’5 0’60 498
1856
1857

5727'4
59103

49 1
51'1

5'7
5’4

21*9
21’4

713
568

Fourth
Quarter

} n82 48'2 12 A 2'2 0’41, 529



xliv Great Britain.

The excess of births over deaths was 284,959 in Great Britain, and the 
natural rate of increase was 1 * 273 per cent. The births were at the rate 
of 34’26, the deaths at the rate of 21 ’53 in 1000 ; and 16’ 12 persons out 
of 1000 married.

The births, deaths, and marriages of Ireland are not registered, so that 
the vital statistics of the United Kindom are left incomplete. Such a 
glaring defect does not exist in any other civilized state of Europe.' ' * ‘

Her Majesty’s Government introduced a Bill in the last Session of 
Parliament to wipe away the reproach, by securing a registration system 
for Ireland, and a measure for this purpose will probably be enacted and 
be in force ere many months have passed.

Table XXVI.__Estimated Population, Marriages, Births, and Deaths in Great
Britain, 1857.

Note.—The population of England and Wales has been obtained by taking the excess of births over deaths in 
the 4 quarters ending June 30th in each year; the population of Scotland has been deduced on the assumption 
that it increased in 1857 at the same rate as it did in each of the 10 years, 1841-51.

Area.

Estimated 
Population 

in the 
middle of 
the Year 

1857.

Marriages. Persons 
Married. Births. Deaths.

Acres. Hectars.

England and Wales 37,324,915 15,104,312 19,304,897 159,097 318,194 663,071 419,815

Scotland - - r( 20,047,462 8,112,627 3,072,725 21,314 42,628 103,628 61,925

Great Britain - 57,372,377 23,216,939 22,377,622 180,411 360,822 766,699 481,740 u

Proportion per Cent, of Marriages, Births, and Deaths to the Population of Great 
Britain, 1857.

The total area of a country, divided by its population, gives what is here called the “ Arealityit is the 
average area to each person. The reciprocal gives the “ density ” of the population or the population to each 

acre, square mile or other measure.

England and Wales

Scotland -

Great Britain

Areality. To 100 Persons living.

Aires Hectars
Marriages. Persons 

Married. Births. Deaths.
to a Person.

1*93

6’52

•78

2*64

•824
*694

1’648

1-388

3*435
8*373

2-175
2’015

2*56 1*04 •806 1*612 3*426 2*153

Table XXVII a.—Number of Deaths in the British Army during 1855, 1856, 
and 1857 (furnished to the Registrar-General by the Adjutant-General by direction of 
H.R.H. the Commander-in-Chief).

1855 1856 1857

Great 
Britain. Ireland. Abroad. Great 

Britain. Ireland. Abroad. Great 
Britain. Ireland. Abroad.

......—-

O
ffi

ce
rs

.

N
 on

-c
om

m
iss

io
ne

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 a

nd
 M

en
.

O
ffi

ce
rs

.

N
 on

-c
om

m
iss

io
n e

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 a

nd
 M

en
.

O
ffi

ce
rs

.

N
on

-c
om

m
iss

io
ne

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 a

nd
 M

en
.

1 Of
fic

er
s.

N
on

-c
om

m
iss

io
ne

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 an

d 
M

en
.

O
ffi

ce
rs

.

N
on

-c
om

m
iss

io
ne

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 a

nd
 M

en
. |

O
ffi

ce
rs

.
N

on
-c

om
m

iss
io

ne
d I 

O
ffi

ce
rs

 a
nd

 M
en

.

O
ffi

ce
rs

.

N
on

-c
om

m
iss

io
ne

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 an

d 
M

en
.

O
ffi

ce
rs

.

N
on

-c
om

m
iss

io
ne

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 a

nd
 M

en
.

O
ffi

ce
rs

.

N
on

-c
om

m
iss

io
ne

d 
O

ffi
ce

rs
 an

d 
M

en
.

Cavalry - 3 70 - 32 8 731 2 . 69 - 37 2 Ill
>27 482 175 163 2,921

Infantry 11 854 6 383 229 17,958 14 672 8 396 64 2,243

Artillery 3 199 - 17 12 1,184 1 132 1 25 1 131 7. 53 14 4 118

Engineers - 2 30 - 14 179' 4 21 1 - * 5 23 1 12 - r 1 13 '

’ Total 19 1,153 6 *432 263 20,052? 21 794 10 458 72 2,508 35 547 7 189 168 3,052

Great Britain. xlv

His Royal Highness the General-Commanding-in-Chief has favoured 
me with a return of the strength and the number of deaths in the army 
abroad, from which I have deduced the rate of mortality in the population

Great Britain, including its due share of the army abroad. And the 
mortality caw now. be compared with that of France. M. Legoyt, who 
directs, with such intelligence, the statistical operations of France, has 
supplied me with the official returns for the years 1856 and 1857. It will 
be observed that the people of France marry at nearly the same rates 
as the people of England ; that the births to 1000 people living in the 
two countries are, 26 in France, and 34 in Great Britain; the deaths 23 in 
I rance, 22 in Great Britain. The mortality in the two countries rises 
and falls in the same years; but the rate was rather higher in France 
than it was in Great Britain.

Table XXVII6.—Deaths of Officers and Men in the Army Abroad, and Estimated 
Numbers belonging to Great Britain and to England and Wales, in each of the four 
Years 1854, 1855, 1856, and 1857.

YEARS.
Deaths of 

^Officers and Men 
in the 

Army Abroad.

Estimated Numbers in Col. 2 
belonging to

Great Britain. England and 
Wales.

1 2 3 4

1854 7,383 4,287 3,496

1855 20,315 11,794 9,619

1856 2,580 1,498 1,222

1857 3,220 1,869 1,525

TJie number of Deaths in the cols. 3 and 4 were estimated on the assumption that the soldiers abroad belonged to 
the different parts of the British Empire in the proportions indicated in the next Table derived from the Census 
Report, Occupations, Vol. I., Supplementary Tables, p. cccxlv., vi. See Table XXVII c.

Table XXVIIc.—Army serving at Home and Abroad.

1851

Officers and Men born in England - - - 67,647

Scotland - 15,300

a ,, Ireland - - - 53,169

it „ Foreign Parts - 6,754

Total - - - - - 142,870

It was inferred also that the 76,446 officers and men abroad in the army in 1851 should be added to the population 
of the several parts of the United Kingdom, also in the proportions indicated in the above Table. Thus the population 
of England and Wales at home in 1851 was 17,927,609; add the proportion of the army abroad (86,196) belonging to 
England and Wales and its population becomes 17,963,805. The estimated population at home in 1856 was 19,045,187, 
and the population, including its share of the army abroad, was deduced from the following proportion• 

17,927,609 : 17,963,805 : : 19,045,187 : x = 19,083,644
Great Britain was dealt with on the same principles.

Table XXVII d.—Rate of Mortality per Cent, per Annum, including the 
Deaths of Soldiers Abroad.

YEARS. Great 
Britain.

England and 
Wales. France.

1855 2*287 2*312 2*594

1856 2*085 2*053 2*306

1857 2*157 2*178 2*823

XX, d



Births and Deaths of English Subjects at Sea.xlvi

England and Wales.

185718561855 1854

19,304,89719,045,18718,786,91418,618,760Estimated Population -

Marriages -
Births
Deaths s

159,097
663,071
419,815

159,727
634,405
437,905

159,337
667,453
390,506

152,113
635,043
425,703

Tabte XXVII e.—Return showing the Average Strength of the Army Abroad, m 
^e xTats 1855, 1.856, and 1857. Burnished to the Registrar-General by desire of 
ri T? TT the Commander-in-Chief. _______.

Births and Deaths of English Subjects at Sea.

I have unfortunately to repeat a sentence which appeared in my last 
renort to this effect: that the Registration Act has still been imperfectly 
complied with by the captains of ships, and the births and deaths at sea 
are not fully returned, ioi births at sea were reported to this office 
during the year 1857. Of the deaths at sea in 1857 only 352 have 
been reported to me by the captains and commanding officers of vessels ; 
vet it appears from the accounts of wages and effects of seamen dying 
before the termination of the voyage, received by the Registrar General 
of*  Seamen that 3444 died in that year. The mortality was at the rate ot< 1’000 Thl health of this important class of men is of great
importance, and it may be undoubtedly improved. Quarantine would be 
less costly if all vessels were kept clean, well ventilated, and well provide 
with sweet water and good food, including a due supply of lime juice.

The Population of England and Wales for 1854,1855,1856, and 1857 has been deduced by ta mg e ex 

births over deaths since 1851, when the population 166,428 men, being the Effective Strength
* According to the official Enumeration this 1856 M Legoyt has favoured the Registrar

of the Army of the East in. the Crimea m the month oUanuary^ Ley 
General with the Returns of France for the years 18»6 and census
as it is in England, and the date of the French Census is not stated.  

1855 1856 1857

Non- Non­
commissioned 

Officers 
and Men.

Non­
commissioned 

Officers 
and Men.

Officers;
commissioned 

Officers 
and Men.

Officers. Officers.

Cavalry - - - ~ 245 5,676 137 3,614 126 2,757

Infantry - - - - . " 3,003 95,440 2,682 85,257 2,327 65,361

Artillery ----- 307 9,067 240 7,694 246 5,402

Engineers - - - - 130 1,388 106 1,434 107 1,350

Total - ~ - 3,685 111,571 Z.VoS 9’7,999“ 2,806 74,870

France.

1854 1855 1856 1857

36,155,682 36,118,408 36,205,792 36,292,663

270,906
923,461
992,779

283,846
899,559
936,833

284,335
952,116
835,017'

290,349
929,832
842,961

Puoro™ of Maukhobs, B.RTUS, cud ropulatiou of England and
Wales, and m France, 1854-7. v

■ The rate of mortality of females during ^fV^anSrZe 2-483 percent. 
In 1855 the female rate of mortality in England was 2 187, and m rran

England and Wales.
Fbance.

1854 1855 " 1856 1857 i 1854 1855 1856 1857

Marriages - -
Persons married 

Births
Deaths - -

•858 
1'716 
3*407:  
2-352..

•810
1-620
3-380
2'266

-837
1-674
3'452
2’050

•824
1-648
3’435
2’175

•749
1- 498
2- 554
2-746

•786
1-572
2’491
2’594

nd in Frail

•785
1- 570 .
2- 630
2-306

ce 2’721 I

•800
1*600
2-562
2’323 

er cent.

Births and Deaths of English Subjects at Sea. xlvii

The registers of the marriages of British Subjects before Her Majesty’s 
Consuls abroad, received by me, pursuant to the Statute in the year 1:857, 
amounted to 167.

I have been favoured by the Board of Trade with Returns relating to 
the mortality of Merchant Seamen. (Tables XXX. and XXXI.)

Table XXIX.—Number of Births and Deaths of English Subjects in British Ves­
sels at Sea, reported by the Captains or Commanding Officers of Vessels, and entered 
in the “ Marine Register,”, pursuant to, Sections 21 and 26 of the Registration Act.

Table XXX.—Mortality of Merchant Seamen at Sea, in the 7 Years 1852-58.*

Total. Males. Females.

From 1st July 1837 to 31st Dec. 1857: —
Births at Sea - -
Deaths at Sea - - - -

75°
3821

380
3460

37°
361

Whereof were reported during the years 
1856 and 1857 : —
Births at Sea {

Deaths at Sea / J_

72
IOI
302
352

37
50

274
261

35
5i
28
9i

Years. Strength. Deaths.

Mortality.

To 1000 living,

1852 159,563 2,205 13’8

1853 172,525 3,276 19-0

. 1834 162,416 2,772 17-1

1855 168,537 3,318 19’7

1856 173,918 3,549 20-4

, 1857 176,387 3,444 19’5

1858 177,832 3,486 19-6

In the 7 years )
1852-58. J 1,191,178 22,050 18'5

* Deduced from a return of the’ number of accounts of wages and effects of seamen (exclusiye of masters) 
dying before the termination of the voyage, received by the Registrar General of Merchant Seamen. This 
return does not include seamen dying ashore in foreign parts, whose wages and effects are delivered to the 
consuls or officers of the hospitals to which such men are sent; acebunts of their effects are sent direct to the 
Board of Trade.

Table XXXI.—Return showing the Number of Deaths from various Causes on 
board British Vessels engaged in Voyages between the United Kingdom and the 
Foreign Parts enumerated in the Year 1857.

• Total 
Number 
of Ships 

including 
repeated 
Voyages.

Total 
Number 
of M en
cbm-' 

prising 
Crew.

Deaths. Total 
Number 

of Deaths 
from all 
Causes.

Per­

centage.Cholera. Accident. Disease. Fever.

New Orleans Trade - 60 1,372 __ 8 3 1 12 •875

African- - - - - 361 5,083. 8 45 36 85 174 3’423

Mexican - - - - 27 267 3 1 12 16 5'992

United States 216 5,641 2 25 12 9 48 •850

West India - - ■ - • 956 15,710- 17 - 65 -57 . 308 447 2-845

South American - - - 457 7,483 6 . 63 26 26 121 1-616

Brazilian - 342 5,767 — 29 4 110 143 2-479

d 2



xlviii Certified Places of Meeting for Public Worship.

Certified Places of1 Meeting for Public Worship;
All buildings registered for the solemnization of marriages of which, 

as before stated, there were 392$ on the register at the close of 1857
Table XXXII.—Showing the Number of Buildings registered for the Solemnization, of 

Marriages, and on the Register on 31st December 1857.

ENGLAND:

DIVISIONS AND
ciREGISTRATION COUNTIES.

a 3
631689502398
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1,

15

1
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2

2
2

2
4

5
3
2

3
14

9
3

6
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1
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2
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8

3
13

2
1
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1
4

2
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70
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11

Wesleyan Methodists.
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2

2

2
1

1
1
1

7
1
4

3
1
1

3
1

1
3
1
1
1
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50ENGLAND - - 3925 14 50 53 1342 882 4 490 146 445

1
Divisions.

London - - , - 263 4 4 ' 5 96 56 38 8 16
2 South-Eastern - 320 - — - 123 81 - 36 15 37
3 South-Midland 315 - - - J 128 124 1 19 4 29 •
4 Eastern - • 234 - - ■- - 98 _4>5

92
- 19 ..7 26

5 South-Western 433 - 154 1 29 27 73
6 West-Midland 421 'r 5 129 93 1 79 15 47“
7 North-Midland - A 247 — - - 70 71 - 26 10 39
8 North-Western - 1 - 512 4 6 13 136 56 1 124 37 57
9 York - — - - - 362 - 2 2 120 51 - 54 13 70

10 Northern - 224 6 38 28 39 12 - 46 2
11 Welsh - - 594 - - 249 181 - 20 8 28^

T.—London. 
Middlesex (part of) - - 188 4 4 3 66 34 27 6 13
Surrey (part of) - 52 - - - 21 15 - 7 2 3
Kent (part of - . - - 23 - - . 2 9 7 - 4 — —

1
II.—South-Eastern Div. 
Surrey (extra-metropolitan) 29 16 3 5 1 2

2 Kent (extra-metroplitan) - 103 - - - 33 31 11 4 17
3 Sussex - - - 60 — — 23 16 4 5 6
4 Hampshire - - - 86 - - - 37 21 - 10 3 7
5 Berkshire - - - 42 - - — 14 10 — 6 2 5

6
III.—South-Midland Div.
Middlesex (extra-metropol.) 32 19 7 4

7 Hertfordshire - - 44 - — — 29 12 — 1 1 1
8 Buckinghamshire - - 38 - ■ - - 19 14 - 2 - 2
9 Oxfordshire - 35 - - - 11 9 - 8 1 6

10 Northamptonshire - - 59 - - - 24 24 1 2 1 6
11 Huntingdonshire - 21 — •— — 4 14 — — — 3
12 Bedfordshire - - - 39 - - 8 21 - 1 7 .
13 Cambridgeshire - - - 47 - - 14 23 - 1 1 4

14
IV.—Eastern Division. 

Essex ----- 82 44 16 8 10
15 Suffolk - - - - 69 -- - - 35 23 -■ 3 3 3
16 Norfolk - 83 - - - $ 19 26 - 8 4 13

17
V.—SOUTH-WESTERN DlV. 
Wiltshire - - - 67 26 24 3 2 6

18 Dorsetshire - - 43 - - - 20 4 8 4 6
19 Devonshire - - - - 147 - - - 56 31 -. 6 14 19
20 Cornwall . 58 - - - 7 6 - 6 - 22
21 Somersetshire - 118 - - 45 27 1 6 7 20

22
VI.—West-Midland Div. 
Gloucestershire - - - 105 40 36 1 9 3 7

23 Herefordshire - - - 19 - - ' - 4 6 - 2 - 2
24 Shropshire - - 49 - - 19 S8 - 9 1 2
25 Staffordshire - - - 114 - 3 28 11 - 33 2 20
26 Worcestershire - 48 - 1 10 11 >8 4 9
27 Warwickshire - . - - ,86 ,.r 1 28 21 18 5 7

28

VII.—North-Midland 
Division. 

Leicestershire - - - 64 20 24 8 2 7
29 Rutlandshire - - - 5 - - - 8 2 - r- - -
30 Lincolnshire - - ■ - 72 — - ■ — 16 19 — 6 3 16
81 Nottinghamshire - - 48 - - 12 16 - 4 2 8
32 Derbyshire - - - 58 - 19 10 8 3 8

on
VIII.—North-W estern 

Division.
^Cheshire - 82 1 2 27 7 12 10 11

34 Lancashire - - - - 430 4 5 11 109 49 1 112 27 42

35
IX.—York Division. 

West Riding - - - 269 1 2 92 42 32 10 51
36 East Riding (with York) - 56 - - - 18 7 - 10 2 9
37 North Biding < - - 37: — 1 ■ - 10 2 12 1 10

38
X.—Northern Division. 
Durham - 83 8 4 16 5 23 15

39 Northumberland 95 5 25 21 9 6 - 15 1 6
40 Cumberland - - - 35 1 4 3 11 - - 7 - 5
41 Westmorland - — • - 11 - 1 - 3 1 1 1 1

42
XI.—Welsh Division. 

Monmouthshire - - - 94 31 42 9 6
43 South Wales - 337 — - - 164 118 - 7 7 10
44 North Wales - - - 163 — — — 54 21 ** 4 1 12

* For the names of the religious bodies or other description given on the registration of these buildings, see next page.

Certified Places of Meeting for Public Worship. xli

(Table XXII.), must previously be certified as places of meeting for 
public worship.

The certification of 481 places of meeting for public religious worship 
was completed during the year, making a total of 8194 buildings on the 
register on 31st December 1857. Jn addition to the existing places of 
worship certified in this office, a large number had been previously 
certified according to law, during the period between the passing of the 
Toleration Act in 1688 and 30th June 1852 in the Courts of the Bishops 
and Archdeacons, and to Justices of the Peace in General or Quarter 
Sessions. All uncertified places of worship are now certified exclusively 
to the Registrar General. At the census of 1851, returns as to accommo­
dation and attendance were obtained from about 20,400 places of worship 
then existing and not belonging to the Established Church. The de­
nominations whose buildings have been certified since June 1832 are 
distinguished in Table XXXIII.

Non-Parochial Registers.

In the year 1836 Commissioners were appointed to inquire into ;the 
state, custody, and authenticity of alt registers or records (not being 
parochial) of births or baptisms, deaths or burials, and marriages duly

Table XXXII a.—Buildings registered for Marriages.—Names of the Religious 
Bodies or other description given in the registration of the 63 Buildings entered in 
the preceding Table in the Column “ all others.”

RELIGIOUS BODIES.

N
um

be
r of

 
Re

gi
ste

re
d 

Bu
ild

in
gs

.

Total - - 63

Brethren- - - u 3
Christians - - - - 4
Christian Brethren - - - - 3
Christian Church — - 1
Christian Israelites - - - - 1
Disciples of Jesus Christ - - - 1
Episcopal Free Church - - 1
Free Christians 1
Free Church - - - — 4
Free Church of England — 2
Free-thinking Christians - - - 1
Jews - - - - . - 1
Inghamites - - - 3
Mormons or Latter Day Saints - - - 1
Nonconformists - - 2
Orthodox Oriental Christians — - 1
Oliver’s (late Mr.) Connexion ■■ 1

RELIGIOUS BODIES.

of
 

re
d 

gs
.

L N
um

be
r 0 s

.jo >3
*S>3V 5

Protestant Dissenters - 4
Protestant Episcopalians - - - 1
Protestant Christians - - — 1
Seamen’s Church - - - 1
Society of Friends - - — - 1
United Christians - - 1
United Christian Church - - 1
United Free Gospel Church - - - 1
Universalists (Berean) - 1
Welsh Independent Dissenters - - 1
Denomination not stated 7
No particular Denomination - - 1

Foreign :
German Protestant Reformers 1 • _ ■’ 2
Greek Church - - - — 2
Lutherans - - - 5
Reformed Church of the Netherlands 1
Swiss Protestants - - — - 1

Table XXXIII.—Number of Places of Meeting for Public Worship in England 
and Wales, certified to the Registrar-General, and on the Register on December 
31st, 1857.
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1 ’ : Non-Parqchial Registers.

solemnized, with a view to. some legislative provision to insure the safe 
preservation of such of them as might be found trustworthy and authentic, 
and to give to them full force and effect as legal evidence in judicial pro-

Table XXXIV.—Number of Registered Births, distinguishing those in Wedlock and 
those out of Wedlock, and the Proportion of Births in Wedlock to Married Women, 
and of Births out of Wedlock to Unmarried Women, in England and in each of the 
Registration Counties in the Thirteen Years, 1845-57.

Thirteen Years,

1845-57

Proportion of
Births in Wedlock, 

1845-57 
to 100 Married 

Women,

Proportion of Birth® 
bitt of Wedlock, 

1845-57 . 
to 100 Unmarried, 

Women and Widows;

Total 
Births.

Births 
in 

Wedlock

Births
out of 

Wedlock.

Under 
the Age 

of 40.

Under 
the. Age 

of 55,

Of the
Age of 
20-40.

Of the
- Age of 
15-55.

ENGLAND - -• - 7,832,991 7,312,287 520*704 34’499 22*024 8*209 1-635

I.—London.*
Middlesex (part o/) - - - 738,881 708,535 30046
Surrey (part of) - - 217,195 208,486 8,709 > 30’566 20-366 1*470 *800
Kent (part of) - - - - 57,931 56,417 1014

IT.—South Eastern.
1 Surrey (extra-metropolitan) - 77,757 73,427 4,330 34’413 21*024 2'266 1*197
2 Kent (extra-metropolitan) - - 202*905 190,624 12,281 35 175 22*114 3*008 1*518
3 Sussex - - - 133,675 124,613 9,062 33*53 ’5 20'939 2*933 T487 •
4 Hampshire - - - - 163,572 153,637 9035 33*056 21'090 2*837 1*446
5 Berkshire - - - - 78,157 72,144 6,013 34’210 20-906 3*627 1'820

III.—South Midland.
6 Middlesex - - 57091 54,706 2085 33’934 20*699 1:855 1*008
7 Hertfordshire - - - 71,735 66076 5*159 34*364 21*356 3*732 1-829
8 Buckinghamshire - - 60,703 56,448 4,255 34’679 21*483 3*887 1-8.84
9 Oxfordshire - - - 69,713 64,452 ' 5,261 35*358 21-597 3*822 1*902

10 Northamptonshire - - 94,928. 89i070 5,858 34*919 22*083 3*743 1*804
11 Huntingdonshire 26,510 25,129 1081 34*555 22*127 3*520 1*597
12 Bedfordshire - - — • 59,077 54,572 4,505 34'736 22*505 4*197 2*011
13 Cambridgeshire - 82,601 75,764 5037 33*612 21*628 4*004 1-927

IV.—Eastern.
-14 Essex - - - — - - ■ 142,462 133023 8,939 33*720 21*307 3-525 1-726
15 Suffolk- - - - - - 139,748 127,985 11,763 33*626 20*935 4*504 2'210
16 Norfolk - - - -■ 175,403 156,883 18020 32101 19*606 4*953 2*523

V.— South Westerns
17 Wiltshire _ - - - - 96062 89,700 6062 35-190 21-164 ”3*539 1737
18 Dorsetshire - - - - ’ - 70,146 65,347 4,799 35*404 21*239 3*032 1-508'
19 Devonshire - - - - - 218,184 206076 11,808 33*665 20*248 2*077 1-089
20 Cornwall - - - - - 153,067 145,218 7049 39-164 23*746 2*537 1’244
21 Somersetshire - - - - 177,669 166,197 11,472 35*253 20*965 2*587 1'347

VI.—West Midland.
22; Gloucestershire - - - - 167,398 157006 10,192 33*650 20*648 2*304 1-215
23, Herefordshire - - - 36,892 33,175 3,717 35-429 20*165 4’312 2’225
24 Shropshire - - - - - ■ 91,163 82,251 801’2 34*741 20*019 4*219 2*149
25 Staffordshire t - - - - 326,059 305,200 20059 37*675 25*183 4*909 2-301
26 Worcestershire - - - -. 111*651 104,125 7,526 34*926 21*917 3’346 1-696
27 Warwickshire - - - - 223,840 211,170 12,670 34*218 22*387 3*137 1*556

Vi I —North Midland.
28 Leicestershire - - - 102,917 94,682 8,235 34:880 21’635 4*223 2-099’
29 Rutlandshire - - - ‘ - 9046 8,784 562 36*386 21*288 2*798 1*405
30 . Lincolnshire - - - ?! 167025 155,241 12084 34*803 21*626 4*0.01 1-960. :
31 Nottinghamshire - 128,616 116,970 11,646 34*365 21*253 4*683 2307
32 Derbyshire - - - - 114,710 105,625 9,085 35*230 21-891': 4*270 2-096

VIII.—North Western.
33 Cheshire - . ,"r’ - — 184,810 169,311 15,499 33*175 21*486 3*878 1-985
34 Lancashire - - - - - 1,026,657 952,725 73,932 36-019 24’043 3*635 1-876

IX.—York.
' 35 West Riding ' ‘ - - - - 645,465 661017 44,148 35*789 23*493 4-091 1-996 "

36 ;East Riding’ (with York) - - 108,663 100,765 7098 32*613 20*897 3-498 1’745
37 North Riding - - - 80,701 73,751 6050 37*743 22*573 4.191 2-141

X.—Northern.
38 Durham - - - ; - 213,226 200,924 12,302 37? 519 25*149 4-353 ,2-013
39 Northumberland - - - - 133,006 122,988 10018 35*593 22 884 3*613 1*823
40 Cumberland - - - - 81,304 72;670 8,634 36’306 22*459 4*634 2’373
41 Westmorland - - _ - 22,770 20,673 2097 38*126 ■22*888 3*822 ,1'933

XL—Welsh.
42 Monmouthshire - - ' - - 80017 76,218 3,999 34*196 ,22*630 3*319 1-605
43 South Wales - - 260,409 241,931 18,478 37'562 23T499 3*411 1-757
44 North Wales - - - - 149,474 137,756 11,718 35.495 20*752 3*389 1’728

* The Commissioners were Mr. Samuel Gale, Mr. John Sutherden Burn (members 
of the former Commission), Mr. R. Lush, Q.C., Mr. W. P, Barken, Mr. Horace Mann, 
Mr. Hull Terrell, and Major Graham. Mr. James T. Hammack acted as Secretary to 
the Commission.

* Lewisham and Hampstead were added to London in 1847. In this return London has been corrected for 
these Districts in 1845-6 by adding an estimated number of Births in and out of Wedlock, on the assumption 
that the numbers in.those, two years bore the same proportion to the Total Births in London as . in the 
subsequent years 1847-50
t In 1847 ths District of Dudley was for the first time included in Staffordshire; in this return, for the sake 

of uniformity, it has been included in the same County for the two previous years 1845 and 1846.

Non-Parochial Registers. R

jceedings. A large number of the Nonconformist congregations possessed 
of records of the nature referred to gladly availed themselves of the 
opportunity thus offered, and transmitted their registers to the Commis­
sioners. About 7000 register books, from upwards of 3600 religious 
congregations, besides about 1500 registers from the Society of Friends, 
from Dr. Williams’s library, and from other’sources, were, after careful 
.examination and inquiry, pronounced to be authentic and admissible. 
The Commissioners in their report recommended that these registers 
should be kept together in a secure place of deposit, under the care of the 
Registrar General; that the registers should be then deemed to be in legal 
custody ; that they, or certified copies of them, should be receivable as 
eyidence in all courts of justice; and that such certified copies or extracts 
.should be given to the public, under certain regulations, upon payment of 
a moderate fee.

These several recommendations were embodied in an Act of Par­
liament passed in 1840, “For enabling Courts of Justice to admit Non- 
“ Parochial registers as evidence of Births or Baptisms, Deaths or 
“ Burials, and Marriages” (3 & 4 Viet. c. 92.); and, pursuant to its. pro­
visions, all the registers examined and certified by the Commissioners 
are now in my custody at this office, where searches and certified copies 
are granted.

Subsequently to the close of the labours of the Commission, a consider­
able number of additional registers belonging to the Society of Friends, 
which were overlooked when the others were collected, were discovered ; 
and it was the earnest desire of that body to have them also duly authen­
ticated and placed in the same custody, and bn the same footing, as the 
others.

In order to accomplish this object, and at the same time to afford to 
other religious communities or to individuals who might be in possession 
of any registers of a like nature, an opportunity of securing an extension 
to them of benefits similar to those conferred by the Act above cited, 
Her Majesty was graciously pleased to issue a further Commission of 
Inquiry.*

The first proceeding of the newly appointed Commissioners was to 
make known amongst the various Nonconformist bodies the objects of the 
Inquiry. This was effected by public advertisement and by circular 
letters addressed to the acting representatives of the several associations 
of Protestant Dissenters, to the proprietors of burial grounds closed by 
Orders in Council, and to all other persons presumed or known to have 
non-parochial registers in their possession. Applications were also made 
with respect to the registers of the Roman Catholics and of the British 
Jews, but both of those bodies, for the reasons assigned on their behalf by 
Cardinal Wiseman and Sir Moses Montefiore respectively, declined to part 
with the custody of their registration records.

Of the whole number of registers transmitted to the Commissioner 
393 were judged to be accurate and faithful, and such as might be advan­
tageously legalised as evidence by an Act of the legislature. They 
included 120 volumes and bundles belonging to the Society of Friends, 45 
registers of Independent congregations, and smaller numbers from the 
Wesleyan Methodists, the Baptists, Lady Huntingdon’s Connexion, and a 
few other sects, besides the original registers kept by the respective 
chaplains of the royal hospitals at Greenwich and Chelsea, and the 
Foundling Hospital, which were deposited by the governors of those



lii English Life Table for Females.

institutions. These 303 registers, comprising upwards of 270,000 entries, 
have been placed in my custody, pursuant to the provisions of the recent 
Act of 21 Viet. c. 25., by which they are made receivable in evidence in 
all courts of justice upon the same footing as the non-parochial registers 
previously deposited in the General Register Office.

The diseases and other causes of death in the year 1837 are briefly 
discussed by Dr. Farr in a letter addressed to me which will be found in 
the Appendix.

The Appendix also contains a new Life Table for Females, correspond­
ing with the English Life Table No. 2. for Males already published*.  
It has been computed under the immediate superintendence of Dr. Farr, 
and is founded on the ages at which the entire number of deaths of 
females occurred in England and Wales according to the registers of the 
seven years ending 1844.

* Twelfth Annual Report of the Registrar General (8vo.) Appendix.—Finance of 
Life Assurance, pp. 73-108.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your faithful servant,
GEORGE GRAHAM, 

Registrar- General.


