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"BALLINACURRA"

477, FOOTSCRAY Road, 
New Eltham, 

Kent.

20th February 1932.

Mr.George Lansbury,M.P.
39 Bow Road
E.3.

My dear George,
Here’s wsihing you a very happy 73 

not out. May you reach your century (also not

out) is the warm wish of

Boxing critic 
Daily Herald.



e) _ C, 183 Usher Road, Zot —ero 1— - - Bow.E.3.____ __

2 oth, February, 1932 • 

G. Lans bury Esq,M.P.
Dear Comrade,

All here desire to wish you 
many happy returns of your Anniversary of 
your Birthday.
We trust and hope that you will have good 
health and strength to carry on for many, 
many more to come.
To Mrs • Lansbury we send also our sincere 
and kind greetings, with every good wish 
and thought for her health.

Again, Congratulations and all Good wishes 
Believe us to remain

Yours fraternally 
On behalf of the Family



Woolwich Council of Social Service | 202
The Council and its Committees meet at the Town Hall, Woolwich _ -

Preside't: THE MAYOR OF WOOLWICH
H. KEMP, L.C.C.‘"eresidentsit Councillor j NEWMAN (Ex^Mayor) 

Chairman: W. CALDERWOOD, J.P.
Hon. Treasurer: A E. LIDGETT

Tel. : Woolwich 0047

Hon Solicitors: Messrs. J. D. LANGTON & PASSMORE 
Hon AudUor: G. E. McCANLIS, F.S.A.A.
Hon Secretary : C. H. GRINLING

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary :

71, RECTORY PLACE,
WOOLWICH, S.E.18

My dear Lansbury,
20th. February, 3293

A thousand good wishes and very affectionate greetings on your 
day.

How I would love to he with you! .

This portrait of one of our great Woolwich women comes to add

Woolwich greetings.
Yours always,
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Post OFFICE £ 
Telegrams for INLAND 
handed to the messenger "t 
The Post Office accepts 
This form, and if possible the envelope, should at

a Telegraphs.
y addresses may be 
) who delivers this form.

telegrams by telephone.
company any enquiry respecting this Telegram.

Prefix. Time handed in. Office of Or

7 / 1 ,7
/ /0 •

igin and Service Instructions. Words. 

w19 bred.



INLAND C.O.D. SERVICE.

The value of an article sent by Regis­
tered Letter Post or by Registered or 
Unregistered Parcel Post between 

I places in the United Kingdom is col- 
: Aected on delivery by the Post Office 
• and remitted at once to the sender. 

The service is also available for goods 
. sent by Railway in Great Britain.

- Eparticulars can be obtained at any 
B EY ORDER POST OFFICE or 

the POST OFFICE GUIDE.

ALL

POST OFFICES
at which telegrams are dealt with

ACCEPT
RADIOTEL,EGRAMS 

at 1/6 a word for long ranges 
or nd. a word for shorter distances 
FOR SHIPS AT SEA.

TELEGRAMS BY TELEPHONE.
To send a Telegram by Telephone ask 
the exchange for " Telegrams " or, if the 
telegram is for a place outside the British 
Isles, or for transmission by wireless to a 
ship at sea, "Foreign Telegrams." In the 
case of an Automatic Exchange, dial the 
appropriate code.
To secure delivery of a Telegram by 
Telephone, use the addressee’s TELE- 
phone number as the address (e.g. Jones, 
Bristol 640)* or prefix " Telephone ” (not 
charged for in inland telegrams) to the 
ordinary address.

* In foreign telegrams " Dubois Telephone 640 Calais.”

-‘ -





Bow Central Hall MISSION,
BRUCE ROAD, BOW, E.3.

3, 394 1932

SISTER WINIFRED, REV. HARRY WILLIAMS,
67, Campbell Road, Bow, E.3. 41, Addington Road,

SISTER HONOR, Bow, M
12, Wellington Road, Bow, E.3. Tel.: East 6283.
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THE INDIA LEAGUE (28
Headquarters: 146 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2 - -

Chairman
Bertrand RUSSELL.

Vice-Cbairman
J. F. Horrabin.

Parliamentary Secretary
Tom Williams, M.P.

Telephone: Temple Bar 3689

OBJECT:
To support the Claim of India for Swaraj (Self-Rule).

Treasurer 
Richard A. HARMAN.

Secretaries
James Marley.

V. K. Krishna Menon

Brecutive Committee 
Horace Alexander.

A. Fenner Brockway. 
Winifred Horrabin. 

Freda Laski. 
Fred Longden.

Mrs. Brijlal NEHRU. 
Wilfred Wellock. 

Syed Mohamedi.

21st February 1932

The Right Hon. George 
39, Bow Road, 
E. 3.

Lansbury, M.P.,

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

Chairman
George Hicks, M.P.

Secretarg
Tom Williams, M.P.

INDIAN LABOUR COMMITTEE

President 
A. A. Purcell.

Executive Committee 
Fred Longden.
James Marley.

A. M. Wall.

Secretary
V. K. Krishna Menon.

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

Chairman 
Mrs. Brijlal Nehru.

Secretary
Mrs. Winifred Horrabin.

Dear Mr. Lansbury,

We would like to join with the many thousands 
of people who are thinking of you today with 
affectionate esteem, and wish you many happy 
returns of the day.

We are glad to feel that your voice is still 
raised as earnestly as ever in the cause of peace 
and freedom and against exploitation and suppression.

We wish you every happiness and all strength 
to fight for and serve the causes which you hold 
dear.

Yours very sincerely,

Joint Secretary

BRANCHES

1

LONDON PROVINCES
Hackney. Bournemonth.
Holloway. Birmingham.
Leytonstone. Bradford.
Norwood. Bristol.
Richmond Cardiff.
St. Pancras. Hull.
Tooting. Leeds.
Walthamstow. Liverpool.
Westminster. Manchester.
Wimbledon. Merthyr.

r Greenwich. Middlesbrough.
East London. Southampton.

%







Transport House, 
Smiths Square, S.W. I.

BeSGlll Beb‘

(86 - ue 3) 1932.
To the Right Hon1 George Lansbury. M.P.

My dear George:

Looking back on all the Years,the glorious 

years ,of fervid hopes,and hopes and courage,in the midst 

of setback and torture,of failure. Sometimes ,our own 

mistakes ,but it has all helped us ;in an education more 

practical and certain;than any theory could.

I am glad to have worked with you,to have lived 

in the torments,the enthusiasms,the fervours,the anticip­

ations,' to miss all we dreamed of,and then for fate to wor 

a miracle;for our people have seen visions of courageous 
r 

outlook;they have acted with impulse of mighty willings, 

of volcanic massed action. We have shouted then, but the 

noondays ,have given way to the nights,and then as if the 

miracle is repeated,another morning,with the sunlight & 

promise against warming our Souls to new effort.

But,you have always been the Optimist,for others alway 
my dear Comrade. At a time Men men are to lay their 

tasks to rest;you have been chosen by fate to lead the 

party,the people you have always served so well.



I hope you are well, hope you are going to win’you must 

not yet go to your Pisgah;you will remain in the wilderness 

to train and fight, to help the others, who are daily receiv- 

ing,the"milk and honey"of Canaan-in comparitive measure 

to the rewards of toil,afforded their fathers.

God love you all the while and everytime.

May you and yours,join with the millions,who 

wish you good health,great happiness and cheer,filling up 

your perennial fountain of Fathh & love for mankind/the mar 

kind of all the World.

Your big old heart is,as a flow­

ing fountain. Yours very sincerely,



London County /Council.

Marner Street L.C.C. Boys’ School,
St. Leonard’s Street,

Bromley, E.3.

22 FEB 1932
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THE NATIONAL .

Union of General and Municipal Workers
Branch Secretary’s Address—

BRANCH.
Please quote
Reference No.





SEAMEN SUBSCRIBE £20 
> LABOUR PARTY

CHEERS for Mr. Lansbury, a vote 
of £200 for the Labour Party 

and a decision to ballot again on 
affiliation to the Party were features 
of yesterday’s session of the annual 
conference of the National Union of 
Seamen in London.

At present the union is not affiliated. 
A ballot in 1931 gave a majority for 
affiliation, but it was ruled invalid by 
the Chief Registrar.

Certain technicalities, he said, had not 
been observed.

ALL MAY VOTE
The conference decided yesterday to 

ballot again, and affiliation to the Labour 
Partv is now regarded as virtually accom­
plished.

The ballot will last for six months, in 
order that every member of the union 
may have the opportunity of voting.
Mr. Lansbury was enthusiastically re­

ceived when he addressed the delegates at 
the morning session. He stressed the im­
portance of the seamen being represented 
in Parliament. x

Conference passed unanimously a 
lution calling for Government acti 
assist the shipping industry. Thi 
t

M1+ 49

as
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moved by Mr. George Reed, district secre-
tary for the Bristol Channel.

" Unless the Government gives some 
assistance to shipping forthwith,” it de­
clared, “ this valuable asset of the Empire 
will rust in the ports of the United King­
dom, and become useless.

" We therefore ask the support of the 
Trades Union Congress in urging the 
Government to take steps to protect and 
improve the position of the British Mer­
cantile Marine, and to give some measure 
of relief in order to make it possible for 
British to compete against foreign ship- 
owners, who are heavily subsidised by 
their respective Governments.”

The resolution instructed the union 
representatives to seek the support of the 
National Maritime Board and the Chamber 
of Shipping for this policy.

MR. CLYNES’ DISCLAIMER
The name of Mr. J. R. Clynes has been 

associated with the chairmanship of the 
Lancashire Cotton Corporation, recently 
vacated by Sir Kenneth Stewart.

Mr. Clynes told the “ Daily Herald ” last 
right that he had heard rumours of his names being coupled with the post, but 
that herhad not been approached in any
M

r



28, ETON Avenue, 
N.W.3.



CONFIDENTIAL.
Ill I (223

Extract from letter from W. Arnold Forster, 4th July, 1932.

Miss Courtney, Pickard and myself had our 

deputation to-day to Sir John Simon, Sir Herbert Samuel and 

Lord Londonderry. Mrs. Corbett Ashby arrived towards the 

end. They were good enough to give us a whole hour at this 

busy time. Miss Countney introduced the deputation, speaking 

as Chairman of the British Disarmament Group, at Geneva, and 

as Chairman of the British Women’s International League and a 

member of the Executive of the League of Nations Union. She 

emphasised the widespread and ardent welcome of the Hoover Pro­

posals in England - and recalled, too, the work we had been 

doing in support of the full implications of the principle 

of qualitative disarmament affirmed by Sir John Simon on April 

22. She noted that the most informed and representative re­

solutions received from home in support of the Hoover proposals 

had been at pains to reaffirm their support of measures of 

qualitative disarmament in addition to those indicated in the 

proposals. Picard then spoke, on behalf of the Christian 

Organisations Committee, and the Friends, in similar sense. 

Like Miss Courtney, he strssed the importance of not adjourning 

before a number of decisions on major issues had been reached. 

\ I then spoke on three concrete points, though

I vindicated that we hoped for early decisions on a number of 

issues, such as the acceptance in principle of a permanent 

Disarmament Commission, abolitions of chemical warfare services 

etc.

1. Replacement of Capital Ships. I said that

we had been happy to noteMr. MacDonald‘s declaration in 1930 

in favour of non-replacement: and that we hal inferred from 

Sir John ‘s speech, June 22, in reply to Mr. Gibson, to our 

keen regret, that he favoured agreement now to replace the 

warships over 10,000 tons by new ships of 25,000 in place of

35,000. I said frankly that we had long regarded

9 OF %
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(112.(27
replacement as the worst of all possible policies: that 

this woul d not be regarded at home as a contribution either 

to real economy or disarmament; and that agreement now to 

replace at 25,000 tons might be even worse, because more 

likely to lead to actual replacements, than an agreement 

to do so at a reduced tonnage. I added that there was 

nothing in the American proposals inconsistent with non­

replacement, and that they did call for an immediate and 

(as we thought) welcome reduction of numbers. We expressed 

the hope, therefore, that the delegation would find it poss­

ible to declare for abolition; or failing that, for non­

replacement with reduction of numbers and total tonnage now: 

or failing that, for a deferment of decision in the hope of 

non—replacement: and that in any case they would say and do 

nothing that might increase the chances of replacement.

2. Tanks. As regards tanks, I said we had long urged 

all-round abolition as in Germany’s case; and I recalled Sir 

John’s reference on April 22 to the Versailles list of 

weapons prohibited on the ground of their being specially 

calculated to favour sudden smashing attack. We had noted 

with regret that, after Sir John, on April 11, had declared

in favour of abolition of "heavy tanks", Lord Stanhope in the 

Land Commission had indicated a limit so enormous as 20 to 

25 tons. If, unhappily, the delegation could not see their 

way to support the American proposal for total abolition, could

they not at least agree to accept a far lower tonnage limit

than 25 tons - say 5 tons or 7. And if it should be thought 

necessary to provide larger tanks for certain special areas 

(e.g. the North West Frontier), could not this be arranged for 

as a specially authorised exception, inst ad of maintaining a 

high limit for the whole world.

3. Air Weapons. Lastly, I said we were strongly in 

favour of total abolition of naval and military aviationtH -i.
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that we regarded this as of special importance for the securiv 

| of a country with a capital situated as London is: that we 

were sceptical as to the possibility of cutting the air weapon 

in half by any reliable division? but that if the delegation 

did not see their way to support that abolition, we hoped that

I they would at any rate accept such a limitation as would give 

reality to the abolition of bombing from the air. We had 

been disturbed at the alleged claim of the delegation that 

| the limit on aeroplane tonnage should be so high as 5,000 or 

6,000 kilogrammes: we hoped that instead of trying to com- 

| promise upon some such high figure as 3 tons, the delegation 

would support such a figure as the 1,600 kilos (about 12 tons ) 

proposed by the Nine Powers headed by Spain. And if, to meet 

special cases, e.g., in desert territories, a larger areoplane

I tonnage was demanded, could not this be provided for by exceptions 

by
1 rather than/a general rate.

The deputation was, of course, particularly concerned 

to emphasise their desire for a really cordial welcome of the 
The

Hoover proposals. /Delegates asked us several questions, but

no indications of their policy were given.

The meeting was private, and we undertook, at Sir 

John Simon’ request, not to publish any account of it or give 

any report to our organisations of what the delegation said to 

us, though we might report to them what we had submitted to the 

delegation.

x 2 tons for naval planes.
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION
Telephone

WELBECK 4468 ETHANUZE, LONDON

BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON
W.1

When replying please quote
ie lc

11th July, 1932

s -4

Dear Mr Lansbury,

Treasury
We have 

and at Sir Warren
delighted to invite you to

been in touch with the 
Fisher’s request we are 
come to the microphone

to speak, as I understand you are ready to do, on 
the War Loan Conversion Scheme on Thursday. This 
is to tell you that we are putting five minutes 
at your disposal at 9.15 p.m. immediately following 
upon our Second General News Bulletin. It means 
some dislocation of our programmes and we should 
therefore be grateful if you would confine your 
manuscript to a maximum of 600 words. If you
could let us have 
but at this short

this in advance we should be grateful 
notice we should be unreasonable to

press you for it

broadcast 
to come a

before
I cannot recall whether you have 
Probably in any event you will like 

little early to see the studio in which you
will broadcast and to run through a portion of your 
manuscript so that your voice and position at the microphone 
can be properly adjusted. I take it I can assume that 
these arrangements are convenient for you, but if there is 
any point you would like to raise would you be good enough

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P

9 AND
OF
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to let me know at once as we are anxious to give 
publicity to your talk both in the Press and at 
the microphone, and shall do so immediately upon 
receipt of your acceptance of our invitation.

Yours sincerely.

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., 
House of Commons,
Westminster, 

London, S.W.l.

GHS



12, vii, 32.

Dear Sir,

I enclose herewith copy of 
the talk. Mr. Lansbury proposes to 
broadcast on Thursday evening.

Mr. Lansbury asks me to say 
that he will try to arrive early 
because although he has broadcast 
to America, he has not done so 
before in this country.

Yours sincerely.

Private Secretary.

The Manager,
Talks Department, 
Broadcasting House, 
W.l.
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13. Vii. 32.

Dear Comrade,
Tha k you for your letter of the 11th July

and enclosures.
As you will know, the House has now 

adjourned and there has been no time to put the 
case of these boys before my colleagues. If 
Irs. Wright will consent I will write to the 
Ambassador enclosing a copy of her statement and 
ask him, if it is true, to convey to the Authorities 
in America my view that the boys should be given 
their freedom.

My only reason for hesitating in signing 
the protest is that the statements are so terribly 
against the legal authorities in America that unless 
I have the whole facts in front of me I should not 
like to accept the responsibility of saying that they 
are true. But I will, as I say, write to the . 
Ambassador if Mrs. Wright will allow me to send her 
statement.

Best wishes,
Yours very truly,
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GREAT RALLY WEEK

TO HELP THE ANIMALS-

Hitrafioj over the

be "Prime

divisional
are »» closely guarde

difficult to understand the use of ‘the
big stick' as a means of settling a dispute
with Ireland.”

’v. he
—5,5,

Mr. de Valera will produce sweeping eco­

Involve a General Election in the Free
State.

adopt a policy of reprisals, then the Irish

PREMIER’S OPPONENT CHOSEN
Mr. Emmanuel Shin well, who was Secre

FOR SIXPENCE

day
= It will provide that the 100 per cent.

Duties’ Act.
- The main Labour amendment will be to

to arbitration.
In the view of the Labour opposition

the tribunal which arbitrates shall be
chosen at Ottawa during the sittings of 
the Imperial Conference.
' It is believed that the differences as to
the composition of the tribunal have been

least from outside the Dominions.
If this is the case, it is considered ex­

of reaching agreement.
A tribunal consisting of three adjudica­

REPLY TO MIC. THOMAS

It is a reply to Mr. Thomas’ recent

From Our Political Correspondent

Britain and the Irish Free State

Meanwhile
Series of amendments to the Government’s resolution, which im

Read Lord Lonsdale s

enter the Great Animal
Lovers Contest NOW.

Minister at the nexteleci
ae will be pub.Hi
of the Party for

POLITICS & PARLIAMENT

BID FOR IRISH PEACE TO-NIGHT
Mr. Lansbury Meeting

Free State
Party Leader in London

R. GEORGE LANSBURY is leading a determined effort to pre­
vent the outbreak of economic warfare between Great

At six o'clock this evening he will have a frank discussion
in a London hotel, with Mr. W. Norton, the leader of the Laoour
Party in the Irish Ddil, on the Land Annuities crisis.

the Parliamentary Labour Party is tabling a

poses duties on imports from the Free State up to 100 per cent

THE Government’s resolution will 
— be moved in the House on Mon- nomic plans with which he will seek to

nullify the British proposal to impose a
levy upon Irish imports.

may be chargeable in addition to any
other Customs duty to which the articles
are normally liable under the Import

prevent any duties being levied on Irish
goods until the matter has been submitted

narrowed down to a fine point.
The Irish Free State, it is now under­

stood. would be willing to consider a tri­
bunal which contained one member at

tremely unlikely that the Ottawa Con­
ference will allow the development of
economic reprisals within the Empire
when there is such a reasonable chance

tors, one of whom was a judicially minded
public man from outside the Empire,
could, it is believed, settle this dispute
without the need of the economic pressure
threatened by the British Government.

The Free State Cabinet last night ap­
proved of the terms of the Note to be
sent to the British Government, and it is
in course of preparation for dispatch.

It is not likely, however, that it will
reach London before Monday.

Note insisting th
land alliuities questir 
before an Empire tril

The plans he has in mind, it is stated,
are revolutionary in character and would

Mr. Norton, the Irish Labour Leader.
said last night: “If Britain prefers to

AND WIN £15,000

offer on rage 1 and

See rage 6.

people must take steps to ensure that the
full resources of the nation are organised
to meet whatever situation develops.

" In view of Britain’s past policy it is

tary for Mines in the Labour Government,
has been elected by the various branches
of the Seaham Labour Party as " rospective 
Labour candidate to oppr’
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19. vii, 32.

pear Mr. Mellon,

I think we have never met yet, but I hope 
one of these days I may have the privilege of 
seeing and speaking with you.

Meantime, you will I am sure forgive me 
for troubling you about a matter whichis causing 
a great deal of discussion among some of my Triends, 
and about which some of whom have asked me to 1 
approach you officially. It concerns the Scottsboro* 
case and I enclose you a copy of a letter from the 
mother of one of the boys concerned.

it seems impossible to believe that anything 
approaching the alleged facts can have taken place, — 
and I feel you will not mind my calling your 
attention to the statements made by Mrs. Wright, and 
if it is possible give me some reply which I can 
communicate to those who have written to me.

I apologise again for troubling you in the 
matter and thank you in anticipation.

Yours very truly.

-1

Hi 6 Excellency
The Rt. Hon. Andrew Mellon.

14, Prince’s Gate, "



TE LEPHON E: 

AVENUE 9320.

telegrams: 
CH I RABI NAT, Kl LB. LONDON.

QABLEGRA ms: 
CHIRABINAT, LONDON.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF RABBI

4, St. James’s Place, Aldgate,

London,E.C. 3.2lst_uly, 1932569 2

Dear Mr.Lansbury,

Pardon my delay in acknowledging the telegram 

you sent me in regard to the Anglo-Irish dispute.

Needless to state that I share your abha rence of 

everything that makes for dissension among races, creeds or 

peoples, and would be indeed happy if it lay in my power 

effectively to help in the present unfortunate crisis. To 

my great regret, I do not see how any action of mine could

advance the cause of peace and good understanding between

George Lansbury, Esq. , M.P.,



Lambeth Palace.S.E.
21st July 1932

Dear Mr.Lansbury,

I received your telegram about the present situation in 

the relations between His Majesty's Government and the Government 

of the Irish Free State. I have delayed sending any answer because 

I expected that you might follow your telegram by some letter of 

explanation. I did not know whether you expected me to communicate 

with the Pope, the president of the Free church council, and the 

Chief Rabbi, or others, or whether you had yourself done so. i 

gather from some notices in the press that you sent your telegram 

to them as well as to me. I do not know what reply any of them may 

have sent to you but I must not any longer delay sending some reply 

from myself. I do not wish to discuss the matter at any length. 

I fully appreciate the motives which prompted your telegram and I 

have done, and shall do, my utmost to endeavour to bring this 

unhappy situation to some peaceful close. At the same time I must 

say that I think the prime Minister has done everything that was 

possible to induce Mr. De valera to take a more reasonable attitude 

than that which he has hitherto adopted, and I regret that I am not 

able to take any such action as you indicate in your telegram.



Lambeth Palace.S.E.
PRIVATE. 21st July 1932.

My dear Lansbury,

I do not wish merely to send this more or less formal letter 

without a personal word to yourself. The real difficulty is that 

De Valera seems to be incapable of reasoning. He merely repeats 

his position over and over again and turns down every suggestion 

that is made. I cannot think that Christian principles require 

that the demands of a man who shows himself to be so unreasonable 

should be immediately granted. As I have said, I think the prime 

Minister has done all that he could do, and personally (mueh as I 

appreciate your motives) I do not feel bound by any Christian 

principles at the present stage to endeavour to persuade him to 

modify the attitude which I think he has most reasonably taken up. 

On personal grounds I am very sorry to disappoint you but I feel 

that I have no alternative.

Yours very sincerely,



FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL
REV. JAMES REID, M.A.
=9,2 enesplottum 

STANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. FREE CHURCH COUNCIL.
(1877

THE MANSE,

DITTONS ROAD,

EASTBOURN E.

22nd July, 1932.

My dear Sir, — ——--

Your telegram, with regard to the possibility of intervention 
in the Irish difficulty was sent on tome.

I need not assure you that, in common with every section of 
the community, the Free Churches are distressed at the present diffi­
culty with Ireland. The issues raised by Mr. De Valera’s attitude are 
so serious and far-reaching in their possible influence on other parts 
of the Empire that I feel it would be inadvisable for the churches to 
intervene at the present stage. The question is one which, no doubt, 
will be ventilated at Ottawa, and possibly further light will be thrown 
on the situation there.

I shall be glad to co-operate with the heads of other churches 
at any moment when it seems that our intervention would be wise and 
useful.

I am,

Yours sincerely,

M+ 4 6
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Dear Mr. Lansbury:

t

2ut

London, July 23, 1932.

May I acknowledge your note of July 19th and

explain that as it was received after the Ambassador’s

departure for the United States it is impossible for 

Mr. Mellon to reply to it. I feel sure, however, he

would share

you express

reports, to

my conviction that, if the case in which

an interest is, as your correspondent

be heard before the Supreme Court of the

United States this autumn, that tribunal will give

a just and unbiased decision*

Yours sincerely,

//. . , •/

ble
The Right Hon •

George Lansbury, M. P.,

House of Commons,
(SH Lig
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Westminster, S. W. l.
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AFRICAN WORKERS
Sir,—May we beg the hospitality of your columns 

for an urgent appeal to save a piece of work of inter­
national importance which must come to an end unless 
further help is obtained ?

In 1928 Councillor W. G. Ballinger, of Motherwell, 
went out to South Africa at the invitation of the In­
dustrial and Commercial Workers’ Union, the Native 
trade-union organization, as its technical adviser. He 
found on arrival that, through the ignorance and 
inexperience of its members, the exploitation of un­
scrupulous white lawyers, and the severity of the Labour 
and Pass Laws, this once-flourishing body was in 
chaos and its treasury empty. Instead of throwing 
up the job, he laboured for two years to prevent the 
complete bankruptcy and breakdown of the union. 
But no expert could, under present conditions, build 
up any comprehensive and reliable organization of 
African workers. What Mr. Ballinger was able to do 
was to keep open a central office as a nucleus of industrial 
organization, which has served the Natives well in 
wage-adjustments and legal difficulties. Meanwhile, he 
has acquired an unprecedented knowledge of the needs 
and psychology of the industrialized Natives. This know­
ledge he has used in evidence before government com­
missions, in advisory educational work amongst the 
Natives, and in most valuable efforts to bring black and 
white workers into closer contact and understanding.

His common sense, wisdom, and loyalty have overcome 
the suspicions with which both black and white once greeted 
him. He has more recently been co-operating with such 
bodies as the Joint Councils of Europeans and Natives, 
and the Workers’ Educational Association ; he acts as 
the adviser to the new movement for co-operative trading 
in the Rand mining area ; and his investigations into the 
effect of industrial conditions upon the Natives of the three 
British Protectorates in South Africa proved so valuable 
that the Witwatersrand University both contributed a 
grant to his enquiries in Bechuanaland and encouraged 
its senior lecturer in history to accompany him and assist 
in drafting his report.

The present crisis, however, has intensified every 
economic, rivalry and racial prejudice in South Africa. 
New legislation is turning Africans off the land they once 
occupied,and unrest and suspicion are growing daily. 
Mr. Ballinger's work was never more greatly needed, for 
only a man who has already won the confidence of the 
Africans can properly appreciate either psychological 
reactions or the problems that arise from their sudden 
impact with modern industrial conditions. He is fitted 
by every quality of character and experience to undertake 
that planned process of investigation and relief which 
may be the only remedy against the rising disaffection. 
The single obstacle against this is financial.

Hitherto Ballinger’s expenses have been met by a Trust 
Fund supplied both by individuals and by grants from the 
International and British Trades Union movements. He 
has received not a penny of the salary originally promised 
by the I.C.U., and has spent on the work his own capital 
and savings. He has lived with extraordinary frugality, 
has twice been seriously ill, and has constantly faced 
considerable risks of every kind. He has refused offers 
of highly-paid appointments which would have imposed 
unacceptable limitations upon his work for Africans. But 
now the Trust Fund is depleted ; owing to the financial 
crisis, subscriptions have been perforce diminished or 
withdrawn; and now the work must stop unless the 
public will support it.

What we need is a regular guaranteed salary of £400 
a year for a term of years, with another £400 for working 
expenses. All money received will be administered through 
the Trust Fund, audited by Messrs. Howard Pim and 
Hardy, Chartered Accountants of Johannesburg. At a 
time when the closer economic relationship of the Empire 
and the need for avoiding industrial disturbances are in 
their minds, we appeal to men and women in this country 
to prevent the wastage of experience, ability, and oppor­
tunity, which the loss of Mr. Ballinger to South Africa 
would mean. Contributions large or small may be sent 
to Mr. F. S. Livie-Noble, 44, Denbigh Street, Westminster, 
S.W.l ; and will be gratefully acknowledged.

We are, etc.
OLIVIER.
William M. Carter 

(Archbishop).
Leonard Barnes. 
H. G. Wells.
Constance Malleson.
Edwin W. Smith.
F. W. Pethick

Lawrence.

Josiah C. Wedgwood.
Sanderson.
Bertrand Russell.
C. Roden Buxton.
G. Bernard Shaw. 
Arnold Plant. 
E. Pethick Lawrence. 
Winifred Holtby.
Fredk. S. Livie-Noble.



THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SWAZILAND

NEED OF IRRIGATION AND 

SETTLEMENT
The Financial and Economic Situation 

of Swaziland is the subject of a report 
just issued by H.M. Stationery Office 
(Cmd. 4114, 2s. 6d.). The Commissioner, 
Mr. A. W. Pim, visited Swaziland charged 
by the Secretary of State for the 
Dominions to inquire into its financial 
and economic position. His report, 
which extends with appendices to 150 
pages, gives a full picture of conditions 
in Swaziland to-day. After a general 
description he recapitulates the economic 
history and the position of the natives 
to-day. He draws attention to the 
existence of a large mining area, whose 
opportunities are not widely known in 
the Union.

Of the natives, he says:—
The position may be summarized as 

follows: —There are no large uniform areas of 
fertile soil, the most important being in the 
low veld, where irrigation, hitherto un­
developed, is essential to successful cultivation. 
Elsewhere the culturable area lies in scattered 
blocks mainly situated along the courses of the 
rivers and their tributaries. Development was 
until recently hindered by its isolation from 
the Union owing to the distance from 
the railway and the bad communications, 
but this atmosphere of isolation has been 
to a large extent dispelled by the 
establishment of the Motor Transport 
Service assuring access to the markets even if 
the costs of transport are heavy for all but the 
more valuable products. An area of 3,767 
square miles is held by a small number of 
Europeans with a population density of 6.5 to 
the square mile. On this area only 20,000 
natives have been permitted to remain, but 
have no rights and are liable to ejectment at 
any time. The conditions on which they are 
permitted to reside vary widely, but when a 
money rent of £1 is not charged (the so-called | 
kaffir farming) service is required for periods 
up to six months. It is usually paid for at full 
or reduced rates, but- is sometimes unpaid and 
very onerous. . .

LAND TENURE
The bulk of the area is held by a limited 

number of land companies or individual 
farmers, and only a very small proportion of 
the area has been developed up to the present 
by a few enterprising farmers, most of whom] 
only obtained possession of their farms a few 
years ago, and who are struggling with many I 
difficulties. The rest is held for the most part I 
either by ’small farmers, limited and unpro- 
gressive in their outlook, by sheep farmers I 
holding 1,378 square miles, but contributing 
nothing to the revenue of the country I 
and using their ' land for winter grazing 
only, and by companies or non-resident I 
proprietors, most of whom - are making I 
little effort to develop their properties; 1 
2,660 square miles are held by the Swazi nation | 
with a density of population, of 38 to the square I 
mile. They are but recently emerged from a 
subsistence economy and have not yet adapted I 
themselves to the new money economy, being I 
still absolute children in money matters. Their I 
standard of living is very low, though in the I 
aggregate they own large numbers of cattle 
and are much less congested than in many 
other native areas, such as the Transkei. . . . 
At their head is a Paramount Chief, fairly well 
educated and anxious to cooperate with the 
'Administration in doing his best for the people. 
He is, however, seriously hampered by tribal 
custom and by the conservative and sometimes 
reactionary tendencies of a large proportion 
of his chiefs and councillors. Progress there- 
fore must be slow and difficult, notwithstand­
ing a genuine desire to advance both in educa­
tion and in the other elements of civilization.

The Swazi, Mr. Pim adds, is by no means a 
naturally laborious, person. He does not go out 
to work because he likes it, dr merely to obtain 
luxuries, but because he must go out to obtain 
money , for pressing necessities, and more 
especially for the payment of taxes. Public 
income and expenditure is then discussed at 
length.
POSSIBILITIES OF DEVELOPMENT

Both for Europeans and Swazis, whose 
interests are interlocked, it is essential for pro­
gress to raise the native standard of life, and 

jno increase in the taxable capacity of the 
people will come apart from that. A creamery 
is suggested for European farmers, perhaps 
with help from the Colonial Development 
Fund. The country is suitable for ranching 
with small units of some 600 head. Mr. S. 
Milligan, representative in South Africa of the 
Empire Cotton Growing Corporation, who 
accompanied Mr. Pim as economic adviser, 
gives detailed opinions on these points. Euro­
pean farmers are handicapped for want Of 

i scientific knowledge and adequate capital and 
need Government loans. Irrigation and 
pasture improvement should precede settle- 
ment schemes and publicity.

In his concluding section Mr. Pim says: — 
| For Europeans the main requirements have 
been found to be improvements in transport 
and the continued assistance of the Agricul­
tural Loan Fund for productive improve­
ments. The only proposal involving substantial 
expenditure is that for the establishment of a 
creamery in the northern half of the Territory, 
a proposal equally advantageous to Europeans 
and to natives. For the Swazi, improvements 
in methods of cattle keeping and breeding and 
also of cultivation have been suggested, 
accompanied by such, extensions of education 
and of medical facilities as are necessary to the 

| fulfilment of the obligations of an enlightened 
| Administration. Very little has as yet been 
I done in these directions.

The raising of their standards of enlighten- 
| ment and of living will be a long and slow 
| process, many difficulties will be met with, and 
I no speedy results are to be expected. 
I Ignorance and suspicion are serious obstacles. 
I They are, however, willing and anxious to 
A learn, and if wisely and sympathetically 
ghandled are still open to guidance. The 
character of the Paramount Chief and the 
Relations between him and the Administration 
“re favourable factors of great importance.



FROM Mrs. PETHICK-LAWRENCE. .A , wosdssortonen*o**HrE"" .

( • Emelle lelkel 11 Old Square,

Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.2.

27th. July. 1932.

My dear Mr. Lansbury,

I want to enlist your interest and sympathy in a matter 

which I know will commend itself to you. As you know, there 

is a new Swaziland development scheme proposal in the new 

Report on the Economic and Financial situation in Swaziland, 

and there is a plea for the resettlement of detribalized 

natives, with suggestions of co-operative agricultural 

development. Now there is one man in South Africa who, 

if put in charge of this work, could make it a real success.

No doubt you know him by name if not more intimately. This 

man is Ballinger, who some years ago was sent to South Africa 

by the Trade Union Congress, to take charge of and put in 

order, the native Trade Union. His record is a remarkable 

one. He has won the trust of the natives and also the trust 

of those in authority. He has made a position in the South 

African press and his articles are constantly being published. 

He has had experience of working co-operative trading schemes 

similar to those foreshadowed in the Report. The native people 

generally have such confidence in him that he could help them, 

to understand what the Government wants.



I met Mr. Ballinger myself in Johannesburg, had several 

interviews with him and saw a good deal of his work. He 

impressed me as he has impressed everybody who knows him. 

Amongst these are Mr. Hawkin who knows Swaziland very well 

and has lived there. Mr. Hawkin has been consulting with 

Ramsay Muir and has persuaded him that Ballinger is the 

man who should be put in charge of this new Swaziland scheme. 

Mr. Hawkin says he,w*kk Ramsay Muir and one other Liberal 

will sign a joint letter from the Labour and Liberal 

parties (Ramsay Muir signing officially for the National 

Liberal Association) but he makes it a condition that you 

yourself, as well as two other/men, shall sign the letter.

This letter will be addressed to Lord Sankey as acting 

Secretary of State for the Dominions, in the absence of 

Mr. Thomas. When the letter has been drafted, may I send 

it to you, and if you approve will you give it your signature?

I am leaving London this morning therefore I am writing 

to you now before the letter comes, and I hope that you also 

are considering plans for a real holiday after your most 

strenuous session in Parliament. May I echo the words of 

Mr. Henderson who congratulated you the other night on the 

splendid success you have made with your small battalion 

in Opposition.

Please give my affectionate good wishes to your wife.
Believe me, ff , • , 0

Ever yours, Cl-e (‘Aaoi?-ou@


