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DANCES
MRs. A. V. ALEXANDER

— The First Lord of the Admiralty and 
—s—. Alexander gave a dance at Admiralty House last night to celebrate 
the coming-of-age of their daughter, Miss 
Beatrix Dora Alexander.

Before the dance there was a short concert, 
at which Mr. A. Edward Oldbury, Mr. Leslie Holmes, and Miss Thea Philips sang, and Miss 
Gladys Corlett played the ‘cello. The band of the Royal Marines from Portsmouth played for the dance, and the ballroom was massed with 
hydrangeas in shades of pink, mauve, and 
blue and the hall and staircase with sweet 
peas of the same shades and smilax and palms. 
Many baskets of flowers, which Miss Alexander
received as presents, also decorated the house. 
Among those who accepted invitations to be 
present were: —
i The French Ambassador and Mme. d. pi 
de. Fleuriau. the American Ambassador“and MFS:“baW ls: 
Mr. Henry Dawes, the Japanese Ambassador and 
Matsudaira, the Turkish Ambassador and Mme. Faria B ; Mile.. Ferid Bey. the Italian Ambassador the 
Austrian Minister. Mr. and Mrs. Yoshiatsu Hori, Mr. ana Mrs. K. Wakasugi. Mr. and Mrs. Yoshio Muto, Mr. and Mrs. Yutaka Ishizawa. Colonel Marquis and 
sfrazoness, Mnyeda, Com. Prince and Princess T. 
..The Prime Minister, Miss MacDonald. Miss M and Miss Joan MacDonald. Mr. and Mrs. Philip Snowden. Mr. 
and Mr. Arthur Heurierson, Mr. Arthur Henderson, Jun.. Mr william Henderson, Mr. and Mrs. J. II 
—homas Lord and Lady Passfield, Lord and Lady Par. moor. Lord Sankey, Miss Sankey, Mr. and Mrs. j R 
Clynes, Mr. and Mrs. Wedgwood Benn. Mr. Tom Shaw, Lord Thomson, Miss Margaret Bondfield, Mr. and Mrs. Noel Buston, Sir Charles and Lady Trevelyan. Mr. and Mrs. William Graham Mr and Mrs. William Adamson.

ng Mrs George Lansbury, Colonel Sir Maurice and 
Lady Hankey. Lord Arnold, Viscount and Viscountess 
Chelmsford. Earl and Countess De La Warr. Lord and 
Lady Dickinson, Lord and Lady Gorell, the Earl of 
Kimberley. Lord Kirkley. Lord Marks, Lord and Lady 
Marley, Lord Muir Mackenzie. Lord and Lady Olivier. 
Lord and Lady Ponsonby, Earl Russell, Lord Wakefield. 
—he.Lord Mayor of London and the Lady Mayoress, 
Mr. W. J; Waterlow. Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, the 
Countess of Oxford and Asquith, Kathleen Countess of 
Drogheda, Lady Patricia. Moore, Sir Robert Stewart. 
Viscount and Viscountess Astor, the High Commissioner for New Zealand and Mrs. Wilford. Miss Wilford, the 
High, Commissioner for the U n of South Africa and 
Mrs. to Water, the High Commis ' ner for the Irish Free 
State and Mrs. Smiddy, the Mi Smiddy. the High 
Commissioner for Australia and La Ryrie, Miss Ryrie 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir Charles A- den and Lady 
Madden. Miss Madden. Lieutenant Charl Madden. R.N.. 
Admiral Sir Michael and Lady Hodges. -Admiral and Mrs. R. R. C. Backhouse, Miss Backhouse, . ear.Admirai 
and Mrs. Rupert Preston, Miss Preston, Vice-Admiral Sir | William and Lady Fisher, Miss Fisher. Mr. and Mrs. | 
C. G. Ammon, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Hall, Sir Oswyn and 1 
Lady Murray. Sir Charles and Lady Walker. Lieutenant ; and Mrs. C. Walker, Rear-Admiral and Mrs. w 
Tomkinson,. Miss Tomkinson, Sir Vincent Baddeley. Miss Baddeley • Captain and Mrs. R. M. Bellairs, Miss Bellairs? j 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Flint, Paymaster Commander | 
and Mrs • J. H. & Benwell-Lejeune, Vice-Admiral Sir I Ernle and Lady Chatfield, Miss Chatfield, Captain and —TS. —P. O Donnell. Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Cotton, pav. 
master Captain E. D. T. Churcher, Paymaster Com. mander and Mrs. H. L. Barrow. Mr. J. Lawson, Mr , 
W A Sha^°X' and Paymaster Lieutenant-Commander h
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THE PRIME MINISTER

The Prime Minister left Dunrobin 
Castle yesterday, after his visit to the 
Duke and Duchess of Sutherland, for 
Loch Choir, near Lairg, where he will be 
the guest of the Marquess and 
Marchioness of Londonderry. It is 
understood that he will return to Lossie- 
mouth to-day and will go to Balmoral to- 
morrow. The return journey will be 
made on Monday, and it is understood 
that he will leave Lossiemouth for 
London on Tuesday.
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P • "But the cultural campaign seems to be having results 

"upon behaviour as well as upon physique. The restrained 

"and dignified bearing of the crowds that throng the river- 

side Park of Culture and Rest strikes one at once. I do 

not knot whether the Russians were like this before the 

revolution, but the tolling masses, when assembled Por 

"their recreation, are quite admirable...............

From the Acting Consul Keane at Leningrad. August 8.193.

Much more unfavourable.

All necessaries of life have become scarcer during 

his stay.

About Five-Year Plan.

....The youngest generation of the population

"seem still to put some faith in it; by the rest (excluding 

"those speaking from interest) it is regarded at least 

"sceptically, more often as a bad joke. I have listened to 

"a certain number of foreign experts; they are either re- 

"served or derisive. Two visited me yesterday; the first 

"complained that he had been engaged for three weeks to do a 

"three days' job - and had not yet started after a week; 

"the second that his services had been sought at a large 

"salary as ‘adviser’, and that, after six weeks 1* 
asked for. (The man in the street knows

"only that after nearly two years of the plan the few manu- 

"factured articles he could obtain at its outset are now 

"missing...............

"I was here in 1917 at the outbreak of the revolution, 

"and find a certain similarity between the period immediately 

"preceding it and conditions ruling at the moment. In 

"each case the people have been forced to bear an intolerable 

"burden in order to achieve an object for which they have 

"neither understanding nor sympathy - in 1917 the war, 

" at present the implementation of Communist dogma. There 

"are great differences, and I do not want to exaggerate the 

"parallel. The revolution of 1917 started with small food 

"riots; when the discontent of the population reached that 

"point they found at once professional politicians to lead 

"them, first Liberal, then Socialist, and finally Bolshevik; 

"it is difficult to see what leaders they could find at the 

"present day.

"The common people are now surprisingly open in their 

"speech; in any queue or other gathering the most vigorous 

"invective against the present regime may be heard. This 

“phenomenon is quite recent; it was also characteristic 

"of the last months of the Empire 
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From another unnamed official in Moscow - 

Queues are larger and more frequent. In some
"cases, five or six times more is asked for an article 

"in the free market as compared with co-operatives, but to 

‘openy‘ demand 1,000 per cent, more would be dangerous 

"to 
"is 
Nor

the vendor. In co-operative stores a table of prices 

displayed, showing what prices the various categories, 
cardholders have to pay and the quantities they may" 

‘receive. Those who do not possess cards have to pay 

"top prices for what is left over..................

.......... The shortage of supplies is not confined to Moscow

and Leningrad, but is even more acute in other parts of
"the

” of

country. In some areas it is leading to an exodus

workers from important areas,

"Dnieperstroy hydro-electric works.
e.g., Don coalfields. 

Whenever there is a
falling-off in output in an industry or enterprise, one of 

the stock reasons given is insufficient supply of food 

"and manufactured goods, especially the latter

.......... "The younger generation are all enthusiastic ana rirm

"believers, as they don’t know any other conditions, and
are convinced that they are ‘leading the worlat in
everything. Any older

"position
person holding any kind of

iihe does, 

talk.

"111 never criticise the plan adversely.

It 18 probably with the object or getting
The

you to

iiWhether this 

estimates or

‘outcasts’ may complain, but they don’t count.

"country will

present Five-Year 

not will not make 

be in just as big

Plan goes through as per 

much difference. The 

a muddle as they are now
for many five years to come until the population them-

selves are capable and fit to think things out and decide
what the best methods are to

cope with difficulties and the
they are making now

Foreign experts who have had experience in Russia
before know what to expect and 

that have not boon here before
not surprised. Those

tic for
in some cases enthusia

months

the first three months and disgusted after six

selves

After six months they are in most cases prepared 

on again, but on considerably better terms ror
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I XPRESSIONS of sympathy are 
— still pouring in from all parts 
of the world.

The Imperial Conference passed a 
special resolution of condolence.

After the resolution had been carried, 
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald said:

“ Lord Thomson had been the dear-
•estof my colleagues. -He- had pessed - 

in and out of No. 10, Downing-street 
as a member of the family.
- His door had always been opened, 

his table always spread, his fireside ever 
had a welcome for me.

" Lord Thomson enabled me to get 
over many a harsh circumstance and to 
bear many heavy burdens. Now that he 
is gone you will understand my feelings 
not only as a Prime Minister but as a 
human being.'



Appreciation of Ramsay Macdonald,

by Lord d’Abernon. Vol. III.

p.29

p.30 .

I 06 R

....The first Labour Foreign Secretary was in appearance 4 
more distinguished than most of his predecessors in office; 
in intelligence and personality, he had none of the defi- 
ciencies anticipated. A long, fore-and-aft, finely 
modelled head, deep-set eyes, well-cut features; a tired, 
reflective air, suggestive of an exhausted aristocratic 
strain; no aggressiveness, no stridency, but in their 
place disillusionment, calm and resignation.

in discussion, marked subtlety and some slyness; 
profound knowledge of the arts of debate; an aversion 
to the obvious and a rare preoccupation about the 
secondary effects of any given action - the mind 
attaching more weight to remoter than to immediate 
consequences.

"Somewhat unsimple and indirect - always calculating 
several moves ahead - a system which enables him to 
escape the danger of receiving an immediate checkmate, 
but which has also led to missed opportunities for a 
decisive stroke.

"With so long an experience of Trade Union Conferences 
abroad, he was more conversant with foreign men and 
foreign methods than most English Ministers................................

...." Ramsay’s skill in negotiation proceeded largely 
from his power of appreciating the internal difficulties 
of the other side. Accustomed through life to be sup­
ported by colleagues and companions, who were not averse 
to replacing him, and many of whom considered their claims 
as at least equal to his own, he recognised the necessity, 
in the spokesmen of either side, for extreme caution and 
for a vigilant eye on the benches behind. He therefore 
abstained from asking the impossible, and presented his 
demands in the form least likely to cause his opponent 
trouble at home.

"In another sphere Ramsay belied anticipation.
His knowledge of art, his interest in aesthetics, his 
capacity for discoursing intelligently on past master- 
pieces and modern developments - was far above the level 
of the average statesman. The National Art Collections 
had no better friend - no more intelligent supporter.

"The artistic and cultural bias, which Ramsay Mac- 
Donald took pleasure in proclaiming, completed the dis- 
illusionment of tl one who had expected Labour to provide 
Ministers with rough and horny hands. The first Labour 
Premier might be credited with a more delicate sensibility 
and a finer touch than certain of his Whig and Tory prede­
cessors . And in administration there were neither the 
anticipated defects of tact nor the anticipated elements 
of rough-hewn strength. He succeeded Curzon, and was 
popular both with the Foreign Office Staff and with 
Foreign Representatives at the Court of St. James’s.............. .

p.32 '*.... As the first British Premier to visit the States
in an official capacity Ramsay MacDonald not only dis- 
charged the duty of his high office with exceptional 
ability but won favour by his dignity and nebulous 
idealism..............

p.54 " .... The new Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald, makes an
impression exactly opposite to that of a proletarian 
ruler. Nothing of force and vigour of the people - 
nothing muscular - but artistry and a certain languidness 
suggesting over-fatigue.................

p.98. " . . . .Stresemann is genuinely impressed by Ramsay MacDonald,
especially by his power of silence and the absence of 
formality with which he has directed the proceedings of 
the London Conference.............

‘p.102 .

p.104.

"....Curzon was very anxious to hear what I thought of 
Ramsay MacDonald, and was, I thought, slightly disappointed, 
when I said he was extraordinarily intelligent, rather sly, 
and had a marked rapidity of judgment in foreign affairs" —
’’....The Prime Minister was dignified and impressive. 
He is, perhaps, somewhat in love with himself, and too 
much inclined towards self-pity, but the performance,- 
especially as he was suffering from toothache - was 
remarkable ... .”
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Extract from letter from Professor Karl Pearson, Oct.9.1930.

........."I have read with much interest your account of what you 

believe, perhaps it wants supplementing by a paper ‘What I don’t 

Believe’ . You separate science from emotional faith, probe bly 

because you are not a scientist. The really great scientist 

is always a poet - a man of creative imagination - and therefore 

essentially emotional. He knows that he can never get to the 

bottom of things, and is only describing them as he f eels them . 

No scientific theory is really true to the phenomena it attempts 

to describe, it is only an imaginative way of expressing tl e 

little one grasps of Nature. It is really something which sati 

fies the emotion as well as the reason, and as such It is re li- 

glows in its pursuit of the unobtainable and in the practice 

which follows on what is exaggeratedly termed "knowledge" . 

Hence I cannot agree to your distinction between science and 

religion; if you mean by prayer a personal examination which 

leadsyou to clearer notions of your relation to life around you, 

well and good. But if it leads you to link yourself to "an all

prevailing spiritual force' , you have plunged yourself into a 

sea of theological dogma, too storm driven for me to desire to 

swim after you ....
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MRS. SIDNEY WEBB.
"I PREFER TO BE KNOWN py

THAT NAME."

Tg the Editor of "The Daily Mail... 
quiry whether I t.zour courteous in. 
answer is tRat R"p,La."Passneld, the 
my long-acca-her to be known by 
Webb! and I ani so nome—Mrs. Sidney friends and associatescalled by all my 
escence from nogaent to claim acqui: and are under noSewho have no desire 
wishes, 110 obligation, to meet my

Passflelg c, r , BEATRICE Webb. ’ 
November 6. ’ -iphook, Hampshire,
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Servants would probably defend 
by saying the society is more 
than political.
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Dictatorships.

Servants.
The Civil 

themselves 
intellectual

this organisation, through which 
intellectuals entered the Socialist 
meat, had ceased to exist.

Government by Fabians.
MANY Labour members are talking about

. the dominance in the Government of 
that very academic body, the Fabian Society.

I find that many people believed that

But it goes on with a membership, small 
but influential—some 5000.

Yet practically every recent appointment, 
either to high or low office, in the Labour 
administration has been made from the 
membership of the society, the latest 
examples of which are the new Air Minister. 
Lord Amulree, and the new Solicitor-general 
Sir Stafford Cripps.

Civil Servants.
I am told that at least 90 per cent, of the 

members of the Government are on the rolls 
of the society, and that, contrary to regula­
tions, so are a good many highly placed Civil

This ascendancy is, of course, due to the 
all-powerful influence of Lord Passfield and 
his wife, Mrs. Sidney Webb, with whom the 
Fabian Society has been the passion of 
their lives.
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