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•· 4!1:" Amendment to the Society 's Rules. 

:r: . 

Motion by the Executiv~ Committ~e : 
That the Society's Rules be amended e.s follows :-

Rule 3 (Annual meeting to be held in May). 
First line : delete " in May," and insert " not 

later tban June in each year." 

~ Notice of Motion. 
By Montague Fordham. 

" That it be an instruction to the newly-elected 
Executive to concentrate attention on the in-
vestigating e.nd making known amongst members 

1 
of the Sooiety and the publio the immediate 
Socialist solutions of the practical problems of 
the de.y, with specie.! referenoe to the reconstruc-
·tion of rural England, the building of houses for 
working people, the provision of employment, 
e.nd the reduction of food prices." 

~~~ 
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~~ 4-/- 4--<--v ~ Vr. ~ 
~ ~- ~ ~ 4--e<--~- a;::_ 

~-~~-~~4.~ 

P-~-T-.r.a.~/--4e-~ ~ 

--'r ?--~L:;::_ ~.A ~ ~-

ll-AmendmEmt of the Society 's Rules. Motion by 
the Executive Committee that the Summer School By-
Laws be amended as follows:-

By-Law I. , line 5, delete " and " after the words 
" Women's Group," and add the words " and the 
New Fabian Group " after " the Fabi3Jil Nursery." 

~~~~~~~ 
/j u::-r~ ~ ~--C.-1. ~ ~/~ /~ 
~~-4- ~ -~ 

.:,-.tU-~~~#-//~~ 
~ ~ ~ .4-c--c.-e..--~ Cc.. ~ 

~'/~t<.~d-~~ 
~~-~ ya:::/'~ 

14.-._ a::;_ ~ ~ 4...-...c·L.......,...-L r. 
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1~~-.~~~~ 
~ ~ n--<k=; <Si'£ ?..( ~ 

~ A~c..-/-/C~ 

7~~ ~a:;;:;:-~· 

ft Notice of motion. By W. A. IWbson :-
That the present rate of subscription which the Society 

reco~men?s that 1ts membt!:~s sh_ould pay is in effect a degressive 
a!ld meqoitable system, ~h1ch IS opposed to all Socialist prin· 
ctples, and should accordmgly be revised on sound Fabian lines. 

?~ ~c-<. h.-.:.,~~ vf, 

~~&<.~~~~. 
~ a_~~ 

~~~,~~ 
~~£~./ f.&.~~ 
~ lk4. 4rC ~- . ~ u?~ 

A,----;c ~~ ~ ~ ~ 

a. 

~~-~ te:v~~ 

dA..-~ ~- ~ {fo ~ ~­

~ ~~ ~ 

{- Notice of motion. By Geo. Crosoer:-
LABOUR PARTY POLICY AT PARLIAMENTARY 

BY.ELECTIONS. 
That ~he Fabian Society is of opinion that the only reason· 

able pohcy for the Labour Party to adopt is to withdraw 
Labour can~tdates at . by-elect10ns where it is more probable 
that the ~tberal can~tdate would be successful, on condition 
that the Liberal _candtdate be withdrawn at by-elections where 
the Labour candtdate would more probably wm the seat. 
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~~ That .this meetmg of the Fabian Society protests energeti - I 
ea Y. agamst the Trad.e Disputes and Trade Unions Bill as 
reacttonary _ an_d repr~Sl\'e . _ It records its oonsidered o in ion 
that the_ Bill IS conceived 10 malice and directed to endi that 
are ,.. hostile to th~ best tendencies of social legislation since 
lf~h ~ bledges Its members to co-operate heartily in all efforts 
;ate. ~ a our Party to secure Its repeal a t the earliest possible 
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The 45th Annual Me eting or the Society was held in 
Fabian H~n. on Thursday JUne 14th 1929 ~ Owing to the 
inclement weather the attendance or members was smaller 
than usual . H. Clapham J~nder was elected Chairman or the 
Meeting . 

Apologies ror absence were received rrom a number or 
MeMbers , including Miss Helen M. Keynes who Nas engaged 
as Labour Candidate in the ~~~orn By-election , Capt . Basil 
Hall , R. N. , ·~ . & . Mrs . Sidney Webb and others . 

The Annual Report anJ. accounts were presented by the : 
General Secretary on behalr or the Executive Committee, 
<>.n·l. the report was conr>idered paragraph by paragraph . 
Discussion arose on the paragraphs relating to Membership , 
the Labour ani Soc ial i_st InternA.tional , Meetings and 
JJectures , Bublications , the Summer School , tl:e Local 
Gover ~ent News and Bureau, Book Boxes and Library , and 
Finance , in which E . R . Fee. se , F . Law s on Dodd , Hubert 
H~r~reys , v.A. Robson , H. Samuels , S . F . Errington, Percy 
Arnold , Hiss Stella Br owns , Miss S .Acheson , F . G.Radclifre 
and oU.ers took part . ThA General Secretary agreed to 
make slight corrections to the paragraphs relating to the 
L .c. c . election ~nd to the Book Box circulation . No 
Motion or amandment was rormal l y proposed however and the 
re s olution to adopt the Report as a who l e was put by the 
Chairman and carried unanimous l y . 

F.Lawson Dodd , the Hon ,Treasurer then brierl y 
exp l ained the i teMs in the Accounts and Balance Sheet and 
Moved that they be adopted . The Motion was second~d by 
W. A. Robson and carried nern con . 

At the conclusion or the business on the Agenda ror 
the Meeting the General Secretary , by direc tion or the 
Ex~ cutive an'i v·5.th the consent of the Chairman , made a 
statement ~a t o t he pending removal of the Society ' s 
orfi ces , 

This concluded the business of the meeting and an 
inf or mal r ecept i on of those present was held arterwards 
in t he Co1'11'lon Roo:m as usual . a...~ ·'lt-1- ~ t 

~~· ~ l,f'#-f 





F A B I A H S 0 C I ET Y. 

FORTY - SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

THURSDAY 13th JUNE 1929 . 

The 46th Annual Meeting was held in the Livingstone Hall , 

Broadway, \/estminster on Thursday 13th June 1929 at B. p .m. There 

was a fair attendance of members, and A. E . Appelbe was elected 

Chairman of the meeting . 

The minutes of the previous annual meeting were read and 

confirmed . Some apol oe;ies were mentioned . 

The Annual Report and accounts were presented by the General 

Secretary on behalf of the Executive Committee and the report was 

considered paragraph by paragraph . Discussion arose on the 

paragraphs relating to Meetings and Kingsvray Hall Lectures , 

Publications , the Summer 2chool, the Local Government News and 

Inquiry Bureau, The Common Room and Library, and Finance in which 

Messrs . T. Ridpeth, D. Freeman, F . Lawson Dodd, E . F . Errington, 

J . Lloyd- Davies , Percy Arnold, Ald . A. Emil Davies , L. c . c . , 
~ 

J . H. Ramage , A. ~, (vi . A. Robson, Dr . w. H. Brend, J . A. 

Sargent , Mrs . Garle and others took part . The General Secretary 

and other members of the Executive Committee replied to the 

various questions raised, but no motion or amendment was formally 

moved . The resolution to adopt the Report as a whole was then put 

by the Chairman and carried unanimously . 





F . Lawson Dodd, the Hon . Treasurer, then briefly explained 

the items in the Accounts and Balance Sheet and moved that they 
be adopted . Some questions arising thereon were asked by Hiss 

Stella Browne, Mrs . Garle, Mrs . Van Raalte, Messrs . Humphreys, 

Rarnage , Ridpeth, Robson and others and the motion was agreed to 

nem con. 

At the conclusion of the business on the Agenda for the 

~eeting , Mr . Harry Snell , l.i . P ., by direction of the Executive 

Committee and with the consent of the Chairman made a statement 

as to the results of the recent General Election so far as the 

Fabian Society is concerned, and as to the Society ' s representation 

in the new Labour Government. 

An informal reception of those present at the meeting was held 

lfterwards in the Fabian Common Room as usual . 





THE ANNUAL ltillF.TING 10~0. 

The 47th Annual Meetinr; of' the Society was held 

in the Livingstone Hall, Broadloray, Westminster, on 

Thursday June 10th at R.p.l'l. There was a sl'!all 

attendance of' Members ancl H. c. Corner was elected 

Chairman of' the meettng. 

The minutes of' the previous annual meeting were read 

and conf'irl'led and si~ned by the ChairMan. The Annual 

Report ancl accounts were then presented by the General 

Secretary on behalf' of' the Executive Col'lJTiittee and the 

report was considerecl p.'lragraph by paragraph. Discussion 

arose on the paragraphs relating to UeMbership, Meetings, 

Publications, the SuJ!II'ler School, the (;eneral Election, 

I.ocal GovernMent ann Finance, in which Hessrs. E . F. 

Errington, W. Lloycl Davies, C. H. Bates, F. Lawson Dodd, 

Hubert HUI!Iphreys, Percy Arnold, Col. ~l::~.nrice Spencer, c .M .G. 

w. A. Robson, the Chairman ann others took part. 

On the paragraph relating to the Livinr;stone Hall 

Lectures th"" f}uestion of' the hour at which they begin 

was raised and objections were made to the change f'rom 

~.p.m. to 8.=:lO.p.m. made this year. Af'ter discussion 





:f_ t was a~reed nem con to reool"ll'lend the Executive to 

reconsider this question with a view to reverting to the 

forMer practice of beginnin~ the meetings at R.p.m. 

No other rnotion or al'lllJendrnent was proposed ann the 

resolution to adopt the Report as a whole was carried 

unani1"1ously. 

F. Laws on Dodcl, the Hon. Treasurer of the Society 

then briefly explained the iteMs in the Accounts aml 

B:\ lance f:heet and moved thej_r adoption. Some questions 

anrl dtscnssion thereon arose in which Hessrs . W. A. Robs on, 

Col. HauricP Spencer, c. U. Realces, Ald. A. El!lil DRvies 1 

Percy Arnolcl1 W. Lloyd navies • Mrs. Corner and others 

1:ook part. F. Lawson Dodd and the General Secretary 

replied to the various points raised and the Motion to 

adopt the accounts was then carriecl nnanil!lously. 

An inforMal reception of those present at the 

meeting was helc:l. afterwards in the Fabian Society's 

Offi.ces and the Coi"II'lOn Roorn as usual. · 

N. ~J ttGtf 
~[~o-v-

/1. c. $1. 





THE ANNUAL MEETIN~ 1931. 

The 48th Annual Meeting of the So~iety was held 

in the Livingstone Hall, Broadway, Westminster on 

Thursday, June 11th at 8 p.m. There was a small 

attendance of members and H. Cecil Heath was elected 

Onairman of the me eting. 

Tne minutes of the pr evious annual meeting were read 

and confirmed and signed by the Cnairman. Tne Annual 

Report was then presented by the General Secretary on 

behalf of the Executive committee and the report was con-

sidered paragraph by paragraph. Discussion aro~e on the 

paragraphs relating to Meetings, Publications, the Summer 

School, Book Boxes and Travelling Library and the Common 
~-ffl.. 

Room, in which Me~srs, 0 . u• Bates, ~.lovery, F. Law~on 

Dpdd, E. ~ R«Lkes, E. F. Errington, Percy Arnold, Capt. 

Basil Hal~, HUbert Huwphreys, Capt. J, E. Drummond and 

others took part. The general Secretary and other members 

of the Executive replmed to the various questions raised. 

No motion or amendment was proposed and the Resolution to 

adopt tne Report as a whole was carried UBBnimously. 





{c.1t/ I 

F. Lawson Due, the Ben. 'l'reasurer o:f the Society 

then brie:fly e~plained the items in the accounts and 

Balance Sheet and moved their adoption. some questions 

and disou~sion arose thereon in which E. F. Errington, 

Ald. A. Emil Davies, L.u.c. and Jonn Ramage took part. 
F. Lawoon Dodd and the General Secretary repl~ed to 

tne points raised and the motion was then carried 

unanimoudly. 

An informal reception of those present at the 

meeting wad held afterwards in the Fabian Society's 

o:f:fices and the Common Room as usual. 





The Annual ~eat ing, 1932. 

The 49th Annual Meeting of the uOciety was held in 

the Livingston~ Hall, Broadway, Westminster on Thursday, 

9th June, 1932 at 8 p.m. There was a small attendance of 

members and Capt. J. E. urummond was unanimously elected 

Chairman of the meeting. 

The minut es of the previous Annual meeting were read 

and confirmed and signed ~y the Chairman. The Annual rleport 

v1as then presented by the General Se~r etary on behalf of 

the Executive committee and was considered paragraph by 

paragraph. Discussion arose on the paragraphs relating to 

Membership, Provincial and other Societies, Mee tings, the 

General election, Book Boxes and Library, and Finance, in 

which Jonn Ji:dbrooke, A.O.Tomkina, ~ .rt.Pease, .J .Lloyd Daviea, 

dss Judson, Dr . Caroline :ilaule, Mitjs Stella Browns, .'I . A. '!lilson, 

JoLn rlamage,F.A,Howe, N. b . Saneers, H.Humphreys, J.A.Sargent, 

A.Creech-Jones, and others took part. No amendment to the 

report was ~oved and the General secretary undertook to con-

vey the various suggestions made to the Executive Com~ittee. 

A motion to adopt the report as a •.vhole was moved by J.Ira. 

Sanders,seconded by W. A. Wi lson and carried unanimously. 





In the absence of the Hon.Treasurer the General 3ecratary 

then explained the items in the Ac'ounts and Balanc~ ~beet 

and aftsr a brief discussion a motion that they be adopted 

was moved by Dr . Caroline "'aule, seconded by A. Creech_Jones 

and carried unanimously. 

This concluded the business of the Meeting and 

an informal recepti on of those present was held after -

wards in the Fabian Common .oom as usual. 





THE ANJUAL l.lliETING, 1933 . 

Tne 50th Annual Mee ting of the Society was held 

in the Livingstone Hall, Broadway, Wes tminster on 

Thursday, 15th June, 1933 at 8 p.m. Tnere was a small 

attendance of members and Eric G. M. Fletcher was 

unanimously elected chairman of the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous Annual meeting we:t"l6 read 

and confirmed and signed by the Chairman. The Annual 

Report was tnen presented by the General SecretaLy on 

behalf of the Executive Committee and was considered par-

agraph by paragraph. Discu~sion arose on the paragraphs 

relating to Provincial and other societies, lectures and 

meetings, the Summer School, and Finance, in which 

F. J. Be~lenger, Dr. F. Law~on Dodd, Mi ss Ste lla Browne, 

Mis o s. Acheson, J.A.Sargent, A.Emil Davies, L.C.C., 

Dr. Drummond Shiels, David Freeman, ~ .~.Sanders, Hubert 

Humphries, Mrs. Van Raalte and others took part. The 

General Secretary replied to the various questions 

raised and gave explanations where necessary. No amend-

ment to the r eport was moved and a motion to adopt it 

as a whole was moved by John amage, Seconded by Davnd 

Freeman and carried unanimously. 





Tbe accounts and Balance Sheet were then explained 

by the Hon. Treasurer, Dr.F.Laws on Dodd and he and the 

General Sec~etary replied to various questions, etc . 

The motion that they be approved and adopted was 

seconded by F . J. Be~lenger and carried unanimously. 

This concluded the business of the meeting 

and an informal reception of those present wa~ held 

afterwards in the Fabian common Room at 11, Dart-

mouth Street. 





T H E A N N U A L M E E T I N G, 1 g 3 4. 

The ~i~ty-~irst Annual Meeting o~ the society was 

held in the Livingstone Hall, Westminster on Thursday, 

7th June, 1934 at 8 p.m. There was a cmall attendance 

o~ members and Jonn Ramage was , unanimously elected 

chairman o~ the meeting. 

The minutes o~ the previous meeting were read and 

co~irmed and signed by the Chairman. The Annual 

Report was then presented by the General Secretary on 

hehal~ o~ the Executive Committee, and considered 

section by section. Discussion arose on the section 

relating to publications and David Freeman moved the 

re~erence back o~ the paragraph relating to the new 

booklet published during the year on the Nationalisation 

o~ Bankin& by Mrs. Blanco White. ~ter discussion in 

which Mrs. Blanco White, the General Secretary, w. R. 

Blanco White and others took part the motion was with-

drawn. Further discussion arose on the sections 

about Publications, the Parliamentary By-Election 

Fund, and the Local Government work of the Society and 

other itens, in which David Freeman, Mrs. Blanco White, 

F. J, Bellfnger, Hubert Humphreye, F. R. West, M.P., 





and others took part. A motion that the Report be 

approved and adopted was moved by T. Heid, seconded by 

Bubert Bumphreys, and carried unanimously. 

F. Lawson Dodd, the Hon. Treasurer of the 
society then moved the adoption of the accounts 

and balance sheet and e~plained the various items 

shown therein. After discussion in which 

E. F. Errington, F. R. West, M.P., Percy Arnoad, 

E. C. H. Smith, F. W. Bacon, J, s. Edbrooke, 

Dr. Drummond Shiels, Jesee Hawkes, and others took part, 

the motion was seconded by G. R. Blanco White and 

carried unanimously. 

The proposal to alter Hule 3 by substituting 

"May" for "April" as the date for the election of 

the committee, of which notice had been given was 

moved formally by the Chairman on behalf of the 

Executive and agreed to ~ ~ 
Bubert Bumphreys had given notice of a motion 

"That the Secretary in future before the election of 

the Executive publish the attendances of members for 

the previous year·" The Chairman pointed out that 

this was not in order as it stood, and With the consent 





o~ the meeting, Hubert Humpljreys altered the opening 

words to"That this meeting instructs the Executive 

Committee in ~uture,"etc~ The motion as amsna~ was 

seconded by E. F. Errington and agreed to. 

This concluded the business o~ the meeting and 

an in~ormal reception o~ those present was held a~ter-

wards in the Fabian Common Room as us ual. 

----#1~ ~.:v.f 
/,J·J~ , ')h~, 





The Annual Meeting, 1935. 
========================= 

The rirty-second Annual Meeting or the Society was 

held at the Livingstone Hall, Westminster, on Thursday, 

I 13th June, 1935 at 8 p . m. There was a small attendance 

of members and Hubert Beaumont was unanimously elected 

Chairman or the Meeting. 

·.1·he .... inutes or the last Annual ieeting were read and 

conrirmed and signed by the Cnairman. The General Secretary 

then moved the adoption or the Annual ~eport on behalf of 

the Executive Committee and it was considered section by 

section. DiscusJ ion arose on the sections relating ~o 

Provincia l Societies, the Common hoom, Various Activities, 

and Finance, in which Miss Stella ~rowne, David Freeman, 

John ~amage, Miss H. Burgess, E. F. Errington, and others 

took pant. The motion that the ~eport be adopted was 

seconded and carried unanimously. 

In the absence of tne Hon. Treasurer, Dr. F. Lawson 

Dodd, who sent an apology ror inability to be present, the 

General secretary moved the adoption or the Accounts and 

Balance Sheet ror 1934-35. E. F. Errington asked a question 

about the mortgage on our orrice premises but no other matter 

arose and tne moti on was seconded and agreed to unanimously. 



~~~~}/~/~<-£ .J-
~~{ c-~ ~ ~--1-<--

5. Notice of motions by F. W. Bacon. Seconded by 
B. J. Laski. 

I. 
11 THAT ihia Society, rea.liaing the greatly increased danger 
of war resulting from the present a.rma.menta race, doe• not 
trust any capitalist government to use the machinery of the 
Lea.gue of Nations wholeheartedly for the maintenance of 
peace ra.ther tba.n as a.n ios\l'ument of its own national policy. 
It therefore believes tba.t the Labour Movement sho•ld oppose 
by every possible means a.ny war entered into by a capitalist 
government in tbie country. It further instructs the Execu-
tive Committee to aend a resolution and{or amendments to 
resolutions in this sense to the next Labour Pat'ty Annual 
Oooference." 

II. 
"THAT this Society, believing that 'be fullest freedom of 
speech and liberty of individual conscience should be allowed 
to members of the La.bour Party, holds that no such member 
should be deprived of membership of the Party simply by 
reason of his having apoken on the same platform as members 
of the Communist Party ot its affiliated or ancille.ry organ-
isations. It further instructs the Executive Committee to 
send a resolution a..nd /or amendments to resolutions in this 
sense to the next Labour Party Annual Conference.'' 



Mis~ W. Judson had given notice of a motion to altar 

the Rules of the society, but was unable to be present and 

sent an apology for absence. The motion accordingly dropped• 

F. w. Bacon than moved the xasolution No. 1 of which 

ha had given not i ce, and it was seconded by Professor a.J. 

Laski. Jessa Hawkas proposed an amendment which the 

Chairman ruled out of order as it raised an entirely new 

point and required a separate r esolution of which notice 

s hould be given. The discuss ion on the r esolution which 

followed was animated and over a doz en members took part. 

Professor G. E. Catlin moved as an amendment "That the 

Res olution li e on the table". Tnis was seconded uy Miss H. 

Burgess and af~ar ~urtner lively discussion F. W. Bacon 

replied to the daba ~a. 

Professor catlin's motion was than put to the meeting and 

lost by 21 t o 20 votes. The resolution as proposed was than 

put to the me eting and carried by 22 to 19 votes. 

F. W. Bacon than moved hasolution No. 2 of which notice 

had bean given. It was seconded by Professor Laski and 

a fter a discussion in which six other members took part, 

Pr ofessor Laski replied t o the debate. The r esolution was 

than put to the meeti ng and carried by a lar ge majority. 

This conc luded the business and the meeting adJourned 

l tl' / '4 ~~-~ ~. at 10·20 p.m. 





Tne Annual Meeting 1938. 

The 53rd. Annual Meeting was held in the Comnittee 

hoom at Livingstone Ball, Westminster on Thursday 11th 

June, 1936. There was a small attendance o~ members 

and David Freeman was unanimously elected Chairman of 

the meeting. 

Tne Minutes of the last Annual meeting were read 

and con~irmed and signed by the Chairman, subject to 

the insertion o~ the terms o~ the two resolutions passed 

thereat. 

The Annual neport, proo~ of whicn had been circulated, 

was then ~ormally moved by the secretary on behal~ of 

the Executive Committee, and was considered section by 

section. Discussion arose on the paragraphs relating 

to Publications, the Friends Ball Lectures, the 

Livingstone Hall meetings, Book boxes and library, the 

Common hoom, and Finance in which J. P. Barter, Mrs. A. 

Jenkins, G. h. Blanco White, Miss Stella Browne, E. F. 

Errington, F. w. Bacon, Hiss w. Judson and others took 

part. The secretary undertook to put be~ore the Executive 

suggestions re smoking at t he Friends Hall lectures, and 

with regard to the hours o~ opening o~ the Common hoom. 

The motion to adopt the heport was then put and carried 

nem.con. 





Ald. A. E. Davies, the Hon. Treasurer then formally 

moved the adoption or the Accounts and Balance She et. 

~ . F. Errington raised the question or the mortgage on our 

premises at 11, Dartmouth street and suggested that an 

effort should be made to clear it orr. This was supported 

by Miss W. Judson and Ald. navies in reply undertook that 

the matter should be considered by the Committee. The 

motion to adopt the Accounts was s econded by L. Freedman 

and carried nem.con. 

At the request or the Executive Committee Alderman 

navies then moved "That a cordial vote or thanks and 

appreciation be passed and recorded to Dr. F. Lawson Dodd 

for his services as Hon. Treasurer or the SocietY for the 

past twenty-five years". This was carried unanimously 

by ace lama ti on • . 

F. Meddings was then called upon to move the first 

resolution or which he had given notice, as follows:-

"That this meeting or the Fabian s ocietY instructs ita 

Executive Committee to forward to the Labour Party for the 

Agenda or the next Annual Conference of the Party, the 

following resolution, viz:- "That this Conferenc e instructs 

the National Executive of the Labour Party to urge on 

H. M. Government the desirability of concluding a pact or 
mutual assistance with the u.s.s.R. on the linea or the 

Franco-soviet pact, as the beat method or strengthening 





the rorces working ror peace and so preventing the out-

break or war". 

LTC{ 

It was seconded by M. Garner and a. lively debate rollowed 

in which L. Freedman, J. ha.ma.ge, J. P. Barter, Miss Helen 

Keynes, Ivor Monta.gu, Ho Lycett Green, G. h. Bla.nco White 

and others took part. F. Meddings replied to the discussion 

and the motion was put to the meeting and carried by 34 

votes to 14. 

F. Meddings then moved the second resolution or which he 

had given notice a.s follows:- "That this society realising 

the urgent need or working class unity in race or the ever-

growing danger or war requests the National Executive or 

the Labour Party to reconsider its decision not to accept 

the a.ppliea.tion or the Communist party ror arriliation"• 

It was seconded by J. P. Barter. Pror . G. E. catlin moved 

an amendment to leave out the words after "Labour Party" in 

tne third line, and insert the words "to consider immediate 

adoption of the policy or the Popular Front to include all 

working class parties and those working ror Peace and Free-

dom". This was seconded by G.h. Blanco White. Discussion 

rollowed in which Percy A.rnold, Ivor l~ontagu, F. W. Bacon, 

and others took part. F. Meddings replied to the discussion 

and the amendment was then put to the vote and deraated by 
Tue resolution was than put and carried 

27 to 18 votes. 





by 34 votes to 10· 

This concluded the business of the maetin~ and 

it adjourned at 10 . 15 p . m. 





The Annual Mee ting, 1937. 

The 54th Annual l,Ieet ing of the Society was 

held in the Committee l!loom at Livings tone Hall, 

Westminster on Thursday, l C!th June 1937. About sixty 

members attended and Dr. L. Haden Guest was unanimously 

elected Chairman of the meeting . 

The ~iinutes of the last Annual 1:eeting were read 

and confirmed and signed by the Chairman. Apologies for 

absence had been received from :t-Uss Keynes, Hubert 

.Humphreys and \'/ . s. Sanders, M. P. 

The Annual Rerort wh ich had been circulated to 

members was then formally moved by the General Secretary 

·on behalf of the Executive Committee, and was considered 

paragraph by paragraph. Discussions arose on the para-

graphs relating to Membership, Provincial Societies, 

Publications, the Autumn Lectures, the Common Room and 

the Book Boxes and Library, in which Mi ss Judson, r·rs. 

Alexander, r iss Halestrap and Messrs. Errington, Sargent, 

Lloyd, Garner, Janis, Esher, and others took part. The 

General Secretary replied to the questions raised and 

the motion to adopt the Report was then forma.lly put and 

agreed to . 





Ald. A. Emil navies, the Hon. Tre asurer, then 

moved the adoption of the accounts and baaanve sheet 

and spoke at some lengtr on the financial position of the 

Society and the steps ta l--: en and contemplated t o meet the 

situation. Considerable d i scussion ensued and 

many points were raised and questions asked b~r 

Hiss Judson, Hrs. Alexander, Mie s Balestrap, 

::essrs. Errington, Bacon, Presbury, Foster, 

Freedman, Esher, ICimber( Evana, Smith and others. 

E. F. Errington moved a resolution recommenuing 

t11e -xecut ive to appoint a special sub com"littee to 

consider the question of premises, the bookshop, 

etc. with power to add to their numbers and this was 

seconded by Miss Jl,dson. L. Freedman moved as an 

amendnent to alter the word"recommending"to "directing" 

and this was seconded by David Freeman . Alderman W. 

I 
Bennett, L.c.c. opposed both resolution and amendment 

and Emil Davies explained that the Finance Committee 

had the matter in hand anl it would be fUlly considered. 

The motion and amendment were then put to the meeting 

ani both were lost by aarge majorities . After some 

further discussion the motion t o adopt the accounts \vas 

moved formally by John Ramage, seconded by David Freeman 

and agreed to. 





The General Se cretary then formally moved the 

aMendment to Rule lZ of which notice had been given by 

the Executive Committee, as follows:-

"After paragraph 2, Rule 12 add new paragraph as 

follows:- The Executive Committee may, in special 

cases, elect honorary members of the Society who should 
not however, in any circumstances be entitled to 

vote or to take part in priva te business meetings. 

This was put and carried nem con. 

E. c. n. s - ith then moved the resolution of which he had 

given notice as follows:-

"That t h is Annual General l~eeting of the Fabian 

Society requests the Executive to invite ! ~. 

Harry Poll it t 1;To spealc at one of the Spring 

lectures of the Society. 

After a short discussion in which Ald. B nnett, 

Messrs . Fraser, Bacon, Foster and others took part the 

the resolution was put to the meeting and rejected by 

24 votes to 20. 

F. Meldings was then called on to move the reso-

lution of which he had given notice as follows:-





"That this Annual General Meeting of the Fabian 

Society directs the delegate to the Annual Conference 

of the Labour Party to support the resolution urging 

Conference to revoke the decision of the Executive 

Counc i l of the Labour Party to expel the Socialist 

League." 

Tha Chairman pointed out that it was not strictly 

in order ~s the Socialist League had now been dissolved. 

In order not to prevent discussion however, he consented 

to accept an amendment. Meddings therefore amende~ it to 

read after the words "urging Conference" to substitute 

"to allow the Socialist League to be reformed as 

an alllllliliajed organisation of the Labour Party", 

and this was accepted by the Chairma.n and seconded 

by Garner. It was opposed by John Wi1mot and supported 

by Gordon Esher and others, a~ on being put to the 

meeting was rejected by 24 to 19 votes. 

This concluded the business of the meeting 

I and it adjourned at 10·10 p.m. 





The Annual Meeting, 193A. 

The 55th Annual Meeting of the Soclety was held 

in the Committee Room at Livingstone Hall, Westminster, 

on Thursday, 16th June, 1938. About si~ty members 

\ attended and Arthur Skeffington was unanimously elected 

chalrman of the n:e et ing. 

The minutes of the previous Annual Heating were 

read anrl confirmed end sjgned by the Chairman. 

The Annual Report which had been ci rru lated to 

members was then forrnall y moved by the G""ll eral Secretary 

on behalf of the Exeutive Committee, and was consiriered 

paragraph by p~rragraph. Discussion arose on the paragraphs 

relatjng to membership, Publications, the Summer School , 

book boxes, the Social Actj_vities Committee, and the Speakers' 

class, in which E. F. Errington, F. J. Osborn, Miss W. 

Ju:ison, H. Cocl'erell, Hubert Humphreys, and others took 

part. Al:i A. Emil Davies, the Hon. Treasurer, explained 

the accounts and balance sheet and replied to questi ons 

raised thereon . The motion to adapt the Report and Accounts 

was then agreed to unantmously. 





The motmon, of which notice had been given on behalf 

of the Executive Committee was then moved by Ald. navies, 

and seconded by G. R. Blanco White, as follows:-

"That the sum of £1AO representing the balance of the 
old by-election fUnd be transferred to form the nucleus 
of a staff pension fUnd,ft 

and this was put to the meeting and carrmed unanimously. 

Miss 1'1 . Judson then moved the fi.rst ttf the throe 

resoluti.ons of which she had given notice, as follows:-

(1) That the Society shall endeavour to provide an 
adequate Pension fUnd so that members of the pa d staff 
shall retire, men at 65, women at 60 years of age 
and that at the present time such pensions shall be 
partially financed by appointing new members of the 
staff at lower salaries, which shall rise to the 
present level by annual increments, if the funds are 
forthcoming. 

This was seconded by E. F. Errington. 

Ald , A. Emil Davie s moved. the amendment on behalf of 

the Executive Committ ee of which notice had been given as 

follows: 

"That the Society shall endeavour to provide an 
adqequate pension fund so that members of the paid 
staff may retire at 65 years of age." 

This was seconded by Dr. Haden Guest and after a short 

discussion in which ''iss S . Acheson, Miss IL Hankindon 

and Tom Foster took part, it was moved and seconded 

ftThat the question be now put.ft The Chairman put the 

amendment and it was carried by 31 votes to 3 and agreed 

to accordingly. 





Miss W. Jud&on ~oved and E. F. Errington seconded 

the second motion of' which she had given notice as follows: 

(2) That no new member of' the salaried staff' shall be 
eligible f'or election to the Executive Committee" . 

G. R. Blanco White opposed on behalf of' the Executive 

Committee and after discussion in which Messrs . F.J.Osborn, 

T. Besterman, Capt, W. J. Miller, Miss M. Hankindon and 

others eook part, the mot ~on was put to the meeting and 

rejected by 20 voyes to 15. 

Miss W. Judson then moved the third resolution of' 

which notice had been given as follows: 

(3) That Secretar ies of' subsiduary Groups, e.g. 
omen t a Group, 1936 Group, Fabian NursPry, etc. 

shall ex officio, be members of the Executive 
Conmittee, without voting power. 

E. F. Errington seconded and the General Secretary 

opposed it on behalf of' the Executive committee . After 

a short dj_scussion in which Hubert Bea umont, B'.R. Simrnonds , .. 
Mh s Hankinson, Miss W. Holland and others took part the 

(moti on was put to the meeting and rejected by 21 votes to 12. 

F. Meddings then move1 the reso lution of which he had 

given notice as follows:-





"Viewing with deepfoncern the growing dangers of the 
international situation; convinced that only a 
British Government loyally s~pporting Peace a nd 
Collective Security can avert War; ani convinced 
that such a Government can be secured in Britain only 
under the leadersnip or the Labour Party uniting all 
the democratic rorces or Brita in, this Annual 
General Meeting of the Fabian Society urges the 
Executive Committee of the Labour Party to convene 
without delay a full conference or the Party to 
consider the qu estion or a united Peace Alliance. 

It was seconded by Francis Bacon and opposed on behalr or the 

Executive Committee by Dr. Haden Guest, H.P. An animated 

disc• ssion rollowed in which David Freeman, D.M . Fraser, 

George Jeger, Maurice Webb, W . R . 1~cLaughlin, Major W .F .Vernon, 

and others took par t. F. Meddings replied to the discussion 
and the motion was put to the meeting and rejected 

by 22 votes to 19 . 

This concluded the business or the neeting anrl it 

ad~ourned at 10.5 p . m. 
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We beg to draw your 
;ention to the fact 
:tt this book is now 
proaching completion, 
d as the durability of 
:count Books is greatly 
Jreased by the lengtl' 
time allowed for the 

mufacture, we shall 
ll obliged if you will 
l up and forward to us 
3 accompanying form 

early as possible. 

~ To 191 

PARTRIDGE & COOPER, LTD .. 
ROYAL COURTS STATIONERY WAREHOUSE, 

191 & 192, FLEET STREET, AND 1 & 2, CHANCERY LANE, 
LONDON, E.G. 

fJ?lease su.ppll/-- t;]Jooks, as previuasly 
had from. you, the Label at the co1nrnencem.ent oj 
-w-Inch beu..r•::; Lhej'ollu-wing narnber• and particu..lar•s: 

.No. 

rRulmg 
Wanted 

.Name 

.Address 

Suies 

Pagetl or Folioed. 

If any alterat>ons >n Lettering, &c., are required, please gtve parttculars 
~-. on back of this form. 
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