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#MANY THOVSANost * \1/ives and Ma~r!ns of.the .City off · 
. London, and other pares of this j! 

_ KINGDO·ME, f 
... For the Ccffacioa and Finall Conclufto~ of 

thefe Civill Wars, 
And for the reilitutibn and revocation of their 

H r S B A ?{ D S, · 
. -Wlao have u juft caufc-to coaipkinc for the waat of them, 

tctgether with our children md bofome friends, as the 
Virgim have for lofmg tbcir Sweet-hearts. · 

Prefcated by divers Gentlewomen of good credit, t· 
and CitiZ01s Wives; 

To tbe confideration of both H o u 1 • 1, _ . 
,Oil ThMrfl9,thc fccend of F,~""'1• . 
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·J:he h1.Jmhlc Petition of 111a n.y thou_ ... 
· ·fands of Wives ;ind Matro~s-, of the City · 
. of L11idon,andother p;1rrs oftb;s.King-dnme~ 

; ' . for the ceffation and finall conclufion of 
• L thefe Civill Warres. 

~----·--· T was the firft act of God Almighties fa-
~:- · • 

1 vour, to our firfi parent in Paradite, to 
e '. ordaine him a hdper n1ect for him ; 

. namely, a ·W~fe ; luc-~ as we are, to the 
•-

1
"""~

111 number at mahy thoufands, who doe 
f~,/ -1 

hereby prefent this Petition for the: r.edi-
. . :i> · fying of our dreadfull' and iRcre.tfing·grie- · 

:ances, Firfr~it is not unknowne to the-whol~ kingdo,ne of 
E111la11d,that Wives are thr maine 1upporFersof.the frrength 
nd be-auty thereof. that Wives an: thofe· who people and 

r, plcuHh t,he Common~wtalt~ wi~h Inhabitants ;, _that 
Wives arc the ~.1others ci the bithfull, an·d tht producers of 

good Subjects •. 1!-s it is impo_ffible, that fields alone wit'h-
~t corne lbould bnng for~h fiutt, or that cotl'k: illould m -
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' tiply-without being cafr into good ground : fo it is i&1poffible 
mankinde ihwld be continued., or filcceffion maintained 
withou~ the help_~t Wi\te, t btlniJ (orth c~lldreti when 
they .. lJav~.c.<>'p~~i~ld_t~t~iH~r~\,w~, 1 -1.· ~. ~P~i~n.e and 
afH1;14_~ft~ '. JtJS iij -~,1 ·J!i·at;ih 0ur 
ow11c Nffl.~n,at;ll~n\t ·~ re{fed · mi . nt {hould 
be nfitd{~~i~ ¥t~(,:~;4Jf on regafdt1 ·,1- \lyit ,lttih~iflg nt re-

, f pea,. Aijte '"~~ ,!)iv~ f.& tnany ty f.upot1• all tlf@f~.futh who 
'1i~ll.~e~•a~1 th1~ :QRr-tt!~idi>f~~d ,hdg.i i! ·cff~~h

1
~ ,,qually 

w1thour.ff.lve:J. •,· ., · ,. •. 1 ,·p.t-'"·. --~; .'. -~ ·,. 
. Fit{£-, ·w '-ar::\tt,t';1gfl6tii1f· ·~t tn~ftft~be~.r{a great 

many malicious and ungracious repot ts caft upon us Wo-
m·en,as that w~ fhould weare Jhe breeches, that our ;onglileS 

-dre pttretuall lardnts to <lifihrbe tlie peace arld qui'etndf e of 
their refr, , that wear~ cank<rt-s in their, EftAt<ts,.qdnfutning 
tltein more in new fafhions and fobleries,then would IUlin-
taine an ArlnY, again{t the M~ligoants ; that befidlH, the 
Wives oFH1e·tJ1ty are t~Wtbit: $iv~¥ttrthc ltla.king cif mon-
flers, or cpnv~rting t)Ur 14usb'antis1t11fB foc:h, by turniihing 
thtir fore--heads with larg~ a_nd beautifill~.hornes ; all w~ch 
afperfions we returne upon the vile and icandalous Authors, 

. -·Who.i0 ,the ,h'fight of their Wine hive branded us with thefe 
.ign,pminious calumnies,'l becaufc: we 1woµld not permit them 

:: to;litn<: d1eif. twigs..1at' our. Plll~-tPe.~S-; ·nor to inoculate our 
. ft,61~~ wit!i.~h~j_:r gr1fts 'i 1aud .tttdl:iog .. ~gainfi: all fuchmif-~ 
.,repot;ts,as unp~judici,all to OUli cauf-c~,~ any way imptach-
ing thi$ our Petition, Whieh out of tbe I anguHh and k>itter-
ndfe of ourbe~t$,W«.areJorctd t:o dolivt:r. We the Wives 

· 9t~Ulo!ri) ,ages af\d~~di.tio~lro~ the Mc:tc.b-nts~if•qf 
'fi.ije~n .in f\lke Moahad0:> t~ tht Apple~wifo~f tcmrefcore in 
G~n•~> ;. .a~ ~~-wives, Oyfitt:-Wives,, •Eifh~wivies_)Xrip~ 

· wiv,s,,4, in lti-hUflliility· £he.Wing the greatnttf e Jf 4~<Y$ 
l f}BQ. fui~iqgfij P.~R1fip.t1~d !ly-tbcHam~~blt•uo4J~~glfAl1-
• 1littJ;tij,c bfJhijfl! it1t!Q:.it11.i 1'i~fll1w~~ w~er-dJ~li1! hAtb:~t,t: 
~art. ~Ot1CJ:11l~ :Giln~( y,Aith~t r,es tlS t~fflr@CiWl,tD;f• 
( , · : ; bettomes 
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, ho1t&1me1t if Guf!~at_t~J then wcitltl·btYe d~t a ?ittndtetf t>t 
:-us gtJod tutnrt, ind fuch turnes as would _have fetved on~. 
:.,t11tflt$ ittdetd, ind t6 {ome pt1rpoft ;' then having been tttote 
mans-bloud tked ill t-heU:1 rombtttes tnd contentions, then 

< '.;fhete,isUF@ , it, 'allI&it bbdie~, w·hich i! t~rtainly a point df 
'.!gte~itllmmanity lied barbarbufneffe·. ,And -wl1ereas before 
the beginntng t>f tltefe \Vats,c:aeffof us good Wives,eith~r by 

! the i.iut benevol~nte of our Hhsbands, ·or tHe ch;ttitable af:. 
6fiante t>f our frieAds, whom we ref peeled irt the i:iarute of 

~H~tsband~, ·could every yetare-for t11e·moft l'art bting forth 
· fruf~ in due fta(on1 wJthout lyihg idle like Fallow. and until- . 

· , ltd fit±lds,now heaven have mercy upon us, w_c walk defolate 
· like WrddoWfS, With ollr bellies as flit as Fl0undets., ana 
empt.y .as trackt-nuts that have loft their kernels: Y ctur cota- · 
mon harlot$ untl(')i~ us in the.w-aycs·of copulation and pro-
1cre'atibn, ;they in this deatth of mans fl~{h ht~ittg fome cu-
11:emtrs and helpers at :dead lifts, While we pooh~ fotiles 
· wander llk0 fr>litaty Turtles without . trtates ; . not 011e mah 
aiu.>mg·• hundred, fidce tile departure-uf the Cotfrtters and 
Ca..-alit~ that in this City bath fo n1ttch honc:fi:y as:to askc 
a married w_0man the ~aeftiart, or oifer his body to hrr fer-
vict ; and it this lie net a lamenta~le cafe my Mailers, you 
who .haY.t Wi•ts, ind.fo knbw wh•t bdon&:s ta women, be 
ilnpartiall1and-jufi: Jbdges. Allflefh-is fraile wt know ,tnd 

- we women ar-e the · weak~t v·dfels, ftnd fo have the friiler 
fle{h,and are more fubjecl tQ aur failings then men. 'An~ is-
itnot a pittifaU caft~ abllfto inake a mans bowels yeat11e 
with compatfron, t-sat W<>Men iliould out <{tleir frailty &ll,. 
. .and ha'\<t no.man t~ take them ttp, exc,pt' wd lhould b~ be-
:hold!ng-to Urofe who ha•e th! palfie in all their joyn!S1 de--

}, c~ptd:old' mtn.,,t hat cannet lift up 'any part. ab,out us, AQ'.r 
. ·ftandat,allto.el~*ttt. out direcl:ions for paines and ach~ :: 

, . w:bile w, in t~ mttlit! t-\me· -t}te O\lt foules, ·and conftune 
'! .. ' ;~e .Jlc.{h rc,t ()llt bbtii~ ;v1th.~~ni~g~~afil9 menrall toflteplr• 
• (Qll& ; fucb. as-tttaytilf'f(f~ r~J~incebitd.y to troUble. 

• ,w, ' - ,· ';A J .... ,. · out· 



/ 

( 6) 
~ur fancies, the pall banqu~ts we ufed daily and nightly to tafi:e, when as they fay we eat i w-cet mt:ats with ipoones and rioted in dainties. But now, woe worth the time l 1incc the beginning and continuance of thete warres, we haYe been held to hard incar,ka,ce getth1g a morfd to fatisticth'C gripiugs and hul)ger of our bellh:s jm three or fi>u, c dafes; 'nay,not in a weekt: {ometimes,and that we are taine totteale or borrow from our neighbours, in an ill houre be it ip0Re11, to foch a dearth of men are we rc:duced,-our Husra:1ds who acco.rdingto the Lawes of the J ewes)wcre bound to give us due benevolence, b_eing engaged and ilnbroiled in thde warres, (bedding thejr blouds, and m·aitning their bodies, to· .the loffe of divers of the bdl: of their mt:mbers in the hot fer vice, as. many of us who.te Hu bands are tetuL 11ed lame .and i1~1potent can fpeake 1t oy wot1.1ll expe1 ience. · 

And wltich is a far greater ~iii ' f 1011, efides the loffe of our Husbands ( whom we would have · fpared with ali our 
he~rts,fo they. had betn lcfi: u~) wr: are depnved otoul' deare .and delicious friends, who ufc.:d wit~ tucq plc:aiure to f lace and r~create our bod1es at Ta ve1 ncs,a 1d other places,paying -for our going in to -playes, and iniLal1mg u~ 10 triumphio the halfo crowne boxe~, though We otten p.a1d tor it our fdves, borrowi.ngot our }:ius9ai1J5 bymg .o{Je; o tupp four.friends, wh9 paid our ware~ ap4 co1pmodit1~s agame by .ietaile : By • which thougn our ijusbal1ds wt!rc- lQ{ers, we were ture to ,, be good. gajners. .And tµde g~:>0J Gentlc.!~eA_, our .noble friends, ·are t:iken away by the 1meloyments of tht fe civill warres, and in ou_t plac~s fupply the 1.e<;dlit1cs of Farmers dau3hters>, an~ lnne-6eepers, and P·arfons wives,th t make th~m lucky to horte-fieth · Jn what a miiera1- 1 eHat~ and .con~ition. are we Wives ldt then, beinr not ondy deprived of ~he. bodily confolation ot ot1t· Hu~r,ands, but alla .of our fl;icnds,, w.h9 !U ftead 1,?f d"uncing t.he ,1b.~king of the £beet$, 

are d~uncing to t~ 1nuftc~}C . ot the 1D,ums, endangering · .Lloutely thoie pr~ aud at1~· tmucrsfo Jcareto 
,~ us • 



.,---

US! Wi~eS!'; &eftdes.. thi~.inif eqi and' defed, the ·.want ~ftra• 
ding ;tunentably affiids -us ·Oyfrer!wiv'ts, Apple~:wives, 
Tnpt.:.w1v~s/ 113h the··vcry .i\le·-\VlV0t'S, that had w'ont fd · 
~ommonly ,a~d ~o evury Chapman _and P~fftn~er:!~ lEJl off 
th:eJr war~s, ~avmg now no vent for their.cominod1t1es. 'Un ... : 
M;{fo tney. wili p.lllt-thun.offupon trufr,! if\d fc-0re up all their 
Bttre,Ale·,and,Cakes.: fo that Wrves ofallJottslindoccupa-: 
tions' have reafo,n to brnent and complaine, of the cont:1nu.;.. 
ance:of. tlieie warres~which have brought themfo inapyand 

., fuch killing: affjiciions, wliich mak~s all the patt$ and ~very 
· pa~rule: of ,out bodies tremble with feare; , arrd :unaz:ement: 
to 0belfold ~hefiiltincr~Gng torrent·of our milenes ;· which 
neitbertongue:fan :exP.reffe,. nor, pen dec1phc·r ; for we are 
notr_on.ely, in ~daily. jealoufirs of our Husban~sn0t returning· 
to us,but alfo of their being fiaine in the warres:wneteby Wi:1 
are made unable of having hopes to propagate or fruttifie 
the earth with children lawfully begotten) and fo poflerity 
mu{l: ceafe, and the City ,Towne and Countrcy,be left defe-
late : .Befides, we arctearefull if we fi-.ould loie thefe Huf-
bands, that we iballnot fuddenly get new ones; for though 
wt: care not much for them, yet we know, according·to the-
old Pn>ver.be, that feldome CQmtJ" bettr.r, and. therdore we 
Jhould gladly refr our felves contented with theie we have, 
rather wifhing to weare our old clothes-,hen to goe ilarke 
naked; - But-iurely this \aking .. away of our friends,' whom, 
we fet in the firfr place,and our Hus'f:lands from us,was a jufr 
judgement of Heaven upon us for our finnes and iniquities .;.. 
for before, when each of us bad a loving and kin de husband 
as ev~r laid leg over woman, we were not c@ntented with 
them, but ilill defired change, divtrs of us, having .a friend;-
two or three in a corner befides, and fo ha:th hapned t-0 us as 
to covetous wretches, who · firiving to incrcak their !tate, , 
lo{(' all they had befon:, we poore dilheffed Wives this cold 

· weather lying alone in our beds, without the warme touches . 
ind embraces of anY. man to comfort us. 

In , 
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· ln.eoQ!ider«tion·of all whifb gN\'.'UC!.eS and oppretli,on, 
wbichfall daily ;ind nightly 1:1pon us,we the goed wives and. 

.. .b,d wives, chafre ·and unchafte, Sc0lds and Turtle-doves, 
I,cing to the nui;nber of at leaft th,ret µtillions Qf bQdics, 
thro.ughout the whole. Kingdome, moll hwnbly in~reati amt. 
with teares in our eyes btdtech that an fnd ,nay be f:hddc,dy · 
pat~ rhefe bloudy -and defpcratc civill warrtts, wherein to 
much bl9ud bath been flieJ, to .thtt terrour· ef all Carilli.an 
,eople, efpecially e>fus weakt?and ten4er•heartcd women, 
tb~t we may no longer lye alone ·m ·opr beds, ·ti»ut ha .. e our, 
h~btnds r,~orcd to us, to the {ol~ and .confolatielllof our, 
bPdit• apd foulcs, tllat we may agaiw: bring forth cllildren 
•very_ ~we to inc~cafc the num&erof the ~ .liege people 
and fa1tbfW1 S!lbjtcts, And •Wf .as inJUaityhoqtuliliaU.. 

· CJ~ p.rayi&c. · ., ... , f ...i ,r 
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