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Notes and News.
Women in All Departments.

T he Board of Trade has now issued a circular to all Govern
ment departments offering women substitutes to replace civil 
servants who desire to join the Colours. “ This circular,” says 
the Daily Telegraph, “ for the first time throws open every 
Government office to women and demolishes, if only temporarily, 
the barrier of sex.” The Board of Trade is prepared to supply 
women clerks through the medium of the Civil Service Com
mission from their list of over 40,000 women who have now 
registered for war service. The National Union is proceeding 
with its arrangements for the work of registering, and a state
ment in the Globe that “ the excellent war relief work of the 
National Union is rudely interrupted ‘ owing to resignations 
from the Executive Committee, is, of course, incorrect and has 
been contradicted from Headquarters.

Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Dependants.
The Select Committee has now issued important proposals 

w hich are briefly as follows :—A Statutory Committee of the 
Royal Patriotic Corporation shall be the body appointed to deal 
with questions of pensions and grants it shall consist of 
twenty-five members, of whom twelve shall be appointed by the 
Crown, two to represent labour, and not less than two to be 
women. Of the remaining thirteen members, three represent 
respectively the Treasury, Admiralty, and the War Office, six 
are appointed by the Patriotic Corporation (not less than two 
being women), two by the National Relief Fund, and two by the 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Association. Local Advisory 
bodies are to be created and “ provision should be made in every 
scheme for the appointment of not less than two women.”

Disappointing Proposals.
W e need hardly say that such proposals are most disap- 

pointing. Matters of vital import to the dependants of soldiers 
and sailors are under consideration. These dependants are 
almost exclusively women and children of the working classes, 
and yet women and labour are alike represented in the slenderest 
proportion. Out of a body of twenty-five members at least 
two only must be women, and these women are not to be 
chosen by their own organisations but to be selected by the 
government, as is also the case in regard to labour members, 

e earnestly hope that these proposals will be reconsidered.

Anti-Suffrage Recommendations.
Mrs. Humphry Ward’s Joint Advisory Committee have made 

certain recommendations on the Reports of the Select Com
mittee and forwarded them to that body in view of discussion 
in the House on the completed report; “ but it now appears,” 
Mrs. Ward complains, “ that none of the important points dealt 
with in our recommendations are at the present moment to be 
submitted to the House of Commons at all.” This is, perhaps, 
a hint to Anti-suffragists to leave political questions to the sex 
which Nature ordained to deal .with them!

“The Only Check.” .......
• The price of food continues to rise rapidly and a further 
increase is expected. In some places bread is 9d. the 4 lb. loaf 
and milk 4ld. per quart. This is a question of paramount 
importance to the working woman and it would seem that 
women alone are grappling with it to any purpose. . “ The 
economical methods of the thrifty housewife,” says The Times 
of April 24th, “ is the only check in the rise in prices. Govern
ment action in the regulation of prices, so far as it has gone, 
has had no effect whatever. The retail dealers have discovered 
that since the outbreak of war, the housewife is given to 
wandering about her neighbourhood seeking the shops where 
she can make her allowance go furthest and so they mark their 
prices only as high as they dare to, under her measuring eye.” '

The War Bonus.
From the problem of high prices issues the vexed question 

of the war bonus W e have reported discontent, which is still 
growing, among Post Office workers owing to the Government’s 
refusal to grant a bonus, on the grounds that the higher cost 
of living must be borne equally by all classes. The miners’ 
agitation gives rise to. yet greater anxiety, and is centred for 
the moment on the demand for a National Conference. The 
question as to whether a settlement shall be reached on National 
lines or by each district independently is the main point at issue, 
and the miners have strong reasons for preferring the former 
course. The coalowners have refused to summon a National 
Conference of owners and men and the miners have made an 
appeal to Mr. Asquith to do so. As we go to press the Prime 
Minister is “ not yet in a position ” to give the definite reply 
for which the miners have been anxiously waiting.

Suffrage for Denmark.
The National Union has cabled congratulations to Denmark. 

The long struggle between the two Danish Houses of 
Parliament is now at an end and the issue is wholly 
favourable to democracy and to Women’s Suffrage. The 
Danish Parliament on April 23rd adopted the new 
Constitution by which all sex privileges are abolished, and 
everybody is given the right to vote. This change will operate 
gradually. The age minimum for voters is twenty-five. Accord- 
ing to Reuter, women may also become members of the Rigsdag, 
and the qualifications hitherto necessary for election to the 
Landsting are no longer needed. The new Constitution will have 
to be passed once more by the new Rigsdag to be elected next 
month. It is hoped that the King will definitely sign the new 
Constitution on June 5th, the anniversary of the establishment 
of the first Constitution in 1849,



- April 21st.
War Service for Women.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the BOARD of Trade 
(Mr. J M. Robertson), in reply to questions from MR. Hogge 
with regard to the appeal to women to register at Labour 
Exchanges, stated that at the Census of 1911 there were 
15,650,778 women between the ages of fifteen and sixty-five. 
At the present time probably about 5,500,000 of these were 
occupied. The nature of any training given under the Board 
of Trade’s new scheme, and We arrangements for giving it, 
would depend in each case upon the nature of the work for 
which employers desire to engage the women. In the case of 
agriculture, where a certain number of women are already being 
trained, the training is being given at agricultural colleges, and 
maintenance grants have been provided by the Development 
Commission. A number of resolutions had been received from 
women's organisations offering co-operation with the Board of 
Trade in connection with the scheme of war service for women. 
The President of the Board hoped to make full use of these 
offers, which he valued very much.

Promotion OF Temperance.
MR. J. M. Henderson (Aberdeenshire West, L.), in the course 

of the debate on the Supply of War Munitions, suggested that 
a good deal of the trouble complained of, with regard to exces
sive drinking, was due to there being no means for the workers 
—who were working hard and working late—to refresh them
selves without going out of the factory. If the factories and 
engine shops were supplied with tea, coffee, and refreshments, 
other than spirits—including a certain amount of beer if 
necessary-—so that the men did not have to go outside the 
bounds of the shop, he thought it would be a very good thing. 
April 22nd.

Disabled SOLDIERS.
MR. Walter LONG (Strand, U), during the debate on the 

Army Estimates, pleaded that help should be organised for 
disabled soldiers discharged from hospital. He submitted that 
there should be proper provision made for these men, until they 
had had an opportunity to recover their strength arid fit them- 
selves for again starting life under new conditions.

Soldiers’ Dependants, ■
Mr; W. C. Anderson protested against the long delay 

which sometimes took place in making payments to soldiers’ 
dependants, particularly in the case of mothers, and against the 
inquisitorial methods adopted by people who go round to find 
out the exact measure of a woman's dependence on her son. It 
seemed to him that these questions actually put a premium 
upon dishonesty, and that the woman who could tell the best 
story was likely to get the most money, whereas very often the 
strictly honest woman would come out of the bargain worst. 
In his opinion, almost as much money was spent on red tape 
methods as would allow of an extra shilling or two a week.

MR. Aneurin Williams (N.-W. Durham, L.) pleaded the 
cause of the woman legally separated from her husband, who 
at present ceases to get the maintenance due to her under the 
separation order, if her husband enlists.
April 2^th.

BRITISH Prisoners in Germany.
In both Houses of Parliament the question of the treatment 

of British prisoners was discussed. Almost all the speakers 
deprecated any retaliation upon German prisoners in this 
country, but there was a strong feeling that those responsible 
for the inhumane treatment meted out to our officers and men 
should be brought to book after the war.

Lord Kitchener stated that .the constant testimony that 
had come in, not only from our own escaped prisoners but also 
from French, Russian, Belgian, and American sources, had 
brought it home to all who have sifted the evidence that the 
inhumanity displayed by the German authorities towards British 
prisoners especially was beyond doubt.

He thought it only right and fair to say that the German 
hospitals should be excepted from any charge of deliberate 
inhumanity. In the different detention camps the treatment 
varied considerably, but in most cases our men had suffered 
from want of food, and have received differential treatment as 
compared with their French and Russian comrades. Latterly, 
however, there seemed to be a slight improvement in some 
respect, due, perhaps to the visits of inspection which had been 
made from time to time through the American Ambassador. 
He concluded :—
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“ Germany has for many years posed before the civilised world as a 
great military nation. She has abundantly proved her military skill and 
courage, but surely it was also for her to set up a standard of military 
honour and conduct which would gain the respect, if not the friendship, 
of nations. Instead, she has stooped to acts which will surely stain 
indelibly her military history, and which would vie with the barbarous 
savagery of the Dervishes of the Sudan. I do not think there can be a 
soldier of any nationality, even amongst the Germans themselves, who 
is not heartily ashamed of the slur which has been thus brought upon 
the profession of arms.”

In the House of Commons Mr. Primrose,, replying for Sir 
Edward Grey, explained what steps had been taken by the 
Government to obtain amelioration of the condition of our 
prisoners. Money had been allocated to the relief of prisoners 
and' interned civilians, and the American Ambassador at Berlin 
had provided clothing in all the necessitous cases. Under the 
Hague Convention that should have been done by the German 
Government. A new scheme of inspection had now been 
inaugurated, under which the United States consular officials 
had been appointed to make an inspection; their reports would 
be published later on. —- . . " —.

The Prime Minister said that there was no more painful 
aspect of this war than the treatment to which British prisoners 
had been subjected by our enemies.

The International WOMEN’S Congress.
In reply to a question by Mr. King, as to the reason which 

led to a refusal to allow about 100 women to attend the Inter, 
national Congress, Mr. McKenna stated :—

" Upwards of 180 ladies applied for permits to leave for Holland with 
the object of attending the International Women’s Congress at the 
Hague. The Foreign Office considered it very undesirable that so large 
a number from this country should attend a conference at a place so 
near the seat of war, and where it was known that agents of the enemy 
were making great efforts to obtain fragments of intelligence as to the 
movements of our.ships and armies. I therefore refused the general grant 
of permits, but agreed, after consulting the Foreign Office, to issue a 
limited number of permits, not exceeding in all twenty-four, to ladies 
representing various organisations and sections of thought. The selection 
of the twenty-four did not in any way give any official character either 
to the conference itself or to the delegates. It is certainly not the policy 
of the Government to promote, or encourage inter national congresses in 
present circumstances.”,

The ladies were warned to remember that they were in a 
country beset with spies, and to have no written matter of any 
kind that it would be dangerous to have read.

War REGISTER (EMPLOYMENT of Women).
Mr. Robertson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 

Trade) in reply to a question by Mr. Anderson, stated that up 
to the week ending April 16th, the number of women on the 
special war register was 47,000, of whom 8,089 had entered their 
names as willing to undertake armament work. The total 
number placed in employment so far was only 440, but the work 
of placing was only just beginning. In the department of 
armament labour, he understood that while the immediate 
demand for women was not in excess of the numbers that could 
be supplied in the ordinary way, some of the principal factories 
had informed the Board of Trade that during the next few 
months they would require additional numbers of women, 
amounting for those firms alone to over 13,000. In reply to a 
question by Mr. Arthur Henderson, calling attention to the 
resolutions passed at a special conference of trade unions and 
women’s organisations, laying down the safeguards considered 
essential in any substitution of women’s labour, Mr. Robertson 

. stated that the whole question was receiving the careful con
sideration of the Board of Trade.

more work for women.

The War Office is appealing for respirators for use by our 
troops at the Front as a protection against asphyxiating 
gases. The following are the two patterns recommended :—

I .—" A face piece (to cover mouth and nostrils) formed of an oblong pad 
of bleached absorbent cotton wool about 54in. by jin. by Zin., covered 
with three layers of bleached cotton gauze, and fitted with a band, to fit 
round the head and keep the pad in position, consisting of a piece of 
zin. cotton elastic 16in. long attached to the narrow end of the face pad 
so as to form a loop with the pad.

II .—“A piece of double stockinette, 92in. long, 34in. wide in the 
centre, gradually diminishing in width to 24in. at each end, with a piece 
of thick-plaited worsted about 5in. long attached at each end, so as to 
form a loop to pass..over the ear.”

These respirators should be sent in packages of not less than 
one hundred to “ Chief Ordnance Officer, Royal Army .Clothing 
Department, Pimlico.”
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WOMEN IN INVASION.
Mr. Balfour and two other members of the Committee of 

Imperial Defence gave an interview to Miss Courtney, Miss 
Marshall, and Miss Atkinson, in order to discuss the part 
women might play in case of invasion. Miss Courtney urged 
that the women of the present day would not be content to go 
to the cellars, but would wish to help in time of need. It was 
very desirable to make use of the energies, of strong and able- 
bodied women, many of whom had considerable experience in 
organisation of various kinds. There would be much work 
for them to do in removing old people, invalids, and young 
children from the threatened areas, in providing food by the 
way, and lodgings for them inland. Women should be con
sulted about these things beforehand ; everything should not 
be left to the last minute. In some districts Boy Scouts were 
entrusted with directions which they were to keep from their 
own mothers.

Miss Marshall pointed out that many mistakes might be 
avoided if women were consulted on the practical details. She 
instanced directions given for the removal of school-girls. If 
a large number of these, dressed in a more or less uniform 
manner, were seen marching away, they might easily be 
mistaken at a distance for some kind of military force, and 
consequently fired upon. Consultation with women teachers 
on such points as these was essential.

Miss Atkinson said that women did not wish to constitute 
themselves into a special body to do this work, but urged that 
they should be included in the general scheme. Were they 
members of the Local Emergency Committees this would be 
secured. . .

Mr. Balfour, in reply, said that it was recognised that women 
could in many matters render valuable service to the Local 
Emergency Committees. It had been suggested to the Lords 
Lieutenant that women might with advantage be associated with 
the Local Emergency Committees in certain classes of work.

In Lancashire a deputation received by Lord Shuttleworth 
put before him the desirability of the co-operation of women in 
schemes for safeguarding the civil population. As a result a 
committee of women was appointed to confer with the Chief 
Constable.

WAR SERVICE FOR WOMEN.
Mrs. Sidney Webb presided ata meeting on "‘ War Service 

for Women,” of the Fabian Society (Women’s Group) on 
April 27th. Many new occupations were now being given to 
women, Mrs. Webb said, and the great danger was that these 
openings were being given under very unsatisfactory conditions. 
Unfortunately, the trades which were now beginning to employ 
women were not the better class professions; these were being 
strictly guarded by the men. Another great danger was the 
probability of giving the women workers only the mechanical 
part to do, as for example in the post office where there was a 
great tendency to give to the women clerks merely the routine 
work and to keep the more responsible work for the men.

MR. J- J- Mallon (Anti-Sweating League) said that there 
was now quite an exceptional chance di doing permanent good 
for the working women. It was a matter of censure if they 
did not make the most of the opportunity. Mr. Mallon said 
that naturally everybody agreed that, in the cases where the 
soldiers returned to their work after the war, they should go 
back to their former employment. Some men, however, would 
not come back and the women could fill their places; for this 
they would want, more than ever before, women with increased 
capacity and increased industrial ability, and for these things 
training was essential.

The point of training and trade schools was brought forward 
and very strongly urged by Mrs. Pember Reeves (Fabian 
Women’s Group).

WOMEN AND PEACE.
A meeting of the Church League for Women’s Suffrage was 

held at Caxton Hall on April 22nd on “ Women and Peace,” 
Mrs. Strickland presiding.

Mrs. SWANWICK pointed out that the war had made 
people think more deeply than before of the basis of 
the demand for the vote; they were realising now that 
they were not merely asking for a little weapon, a tool by which 
they might get some things they thought good—it was the 
Symbol of a complete change of the basis of government. War 
time gave them the supreme-opportunity for making people see 
the root of their demand. War time was also pre-eminently
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the time for peace education. In peace time the great mass of 
men and women were drugged and lulled by secret diplomacy. 
They thought that if Sir Edward Grey simply desired peace he 
was strong enough to maintain peace, and they did not trouble 
about these matters. Now, however, they were at last asking 
themselves whether they had any right to say that these things 
were somebody else’s business. But it was not right to leave 
everything to one man and then, at the critical moment, 
to repudiate that man. One had to go further back than that 
and upon them lay the responsibility of the war, and also the 
responsibility of seeing that these things shall not happen again.

Miss Maude Royden said that those who regarded the 
Suffrage as something apart from peace had not understood the 
nobler meaning of the vote.

The military system destroyed the respect in which women 
should be held. History had shown that militarism when it is 
triumphant can only destroy. Women did not greatly count in 
war time; the ultimate appeal must always be to the fighter. 
Under militarism women counted only as breeders of soldiers.

THE WoMEN’s INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS.

In answer to many current criticisms the Executive of the 
English Committee of the International Women’s Congress has 
issued the following statement:—

“ It is desirable to clear up certain misconceptions which have arisen 
in relation to the Women’s International Congress to be held at the 
Hague this week. The Congress was called by the Dutch women, and 
will take place in any case whether or no the British contingent arrives. 
The newspapers have frequently called the Congress a ‘ Peace Congress,’ 
and the title has given rise to much misapprehension, since the resolutions 
show that it is not the intention of those prompting it to call for peace 
at the moment, or to discuss in detail the terms of the peace which is 
to end the war—a task obviously beyond their power—still less to raise 
a ‘Peace at any price’ cry. On the contrary, discussion on the national 
responsibility for, or conduct of, the present war, will be ruled out of 
order. The members of the Congress will find a common basis for dis
cussion in considering the principles on which a permanent peace may 
be built after the war is over, and the part which it can play in securing 
support for them, and the determination that some means other than war 
must be found for settling international disputes in future.

“ On the original programme drafted by the preliminary Committee, 
which met in Holland in February, one resolution called for a truce in 
order that the belligerent countries might define the terms on which they 
would be willing to make peace, but it is quite likely that this resolution 
will be ruled out of order as contrary to the rule of debate referred to 
above. All the other resolutions deal with such matters as the substitu- 
tion of arbitration and conciliation for the settlement of disputes by arms, 
the education of children in peace principles, the right of women to 
share in the councils of the nations since war affects them so profusely, 
the promotion of ‘ goodwill between nations, and the democratic control 
of foreign policy.”

THE CONFERENCE ON WAR BABIES.

. A Conference on the increase of illegitimate births near 
military centres, which met by the invitation of the Women’s 
Imperial Health Association on April 22nd, was attended by 
some sixty representatives of different Women’s organisations. 
The N.U.W.S.S. was represented by Mrs. Auerbach.

The following resolutions were passed :—
(1) That a Committee fully representative of all the voluntary societies 

and associations, more particularly those interested in the welfare of 
women and infants, be appointed to consider how best to investigate 
and deal with the various problems in connection with illegitimate births 
arising out of the present war crisis.

Proposed by Muriel Viscountess Helmsley. 
Seconded by Dr. Florence Willey.

(2) That this Committee should form the nucleus of a General Council 
with power to co-opt, and later the General Council should appoint a 
small executive Committee. ′

Proposed by Mrs. Arthur Thesiger. 
Seconded by Mrs. Percy Bigland.

(3) In view of the importance of safe-guarding the health of unmarried 
mothers and their children, it is essential that in any scheme put forward 
to help them, provision should be made (a) for the co-operation of Public 
Health Authorities which are now undertaking the care of mothers and 
infants before and after childbirth, and (b) for the representation of 
working women on any Committees entrusted with the work.

Proposed by Miss Llewellyn Davies. 
Seconded by Mrs. Barton.

(4) This Conference is of opinion that it is in the highest interest 
of the State that the bond of mutual affection and responsibility between 
mother and child should be preserved.

Proposed by Mrs. Deane Streatfeild. 
Seconded by Mrs. Whitting.
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THE HAGUE CONGRESS.

Correspondence.
A large amount of correspondence is unavoidably held over. Itis 

necessary to remind our readers that there is no editorial responsibility 
for opinions expressed in the correspondence columns.

MRS. FAWCETT AND THE CONGRESS.
Madam,—The retiring members of the Executive criticised by Mrs. 

Fawcett in her address to the National Union will doubtless reply for 
themselves. I write as a member of the.February Council, who had the 
honour of moving the resolution in favour of an international congress, 
over the interpretation of which the differences on the Executive have 
arisen. .

To us of the rank and file the decision of the Executive was sufficiently 
amazing : Mrs. Fawcett’s arguments in defence of that decision are more 

1 amazing still. Every one of them was advanced in opposition to the 
Council resolution itself by Mrs. Fawcett and others. It was stated at 
the Council that such a conference at such a time—while the war was 
still in progress—was " likely to be the reverse of conducive to the cause 
of peace,” and would " probably be injurious in its effects on the N.U.," 
and that “ this is not the time to agitate, in regard to the terms of 
peace.” The Council listened patiently to all these arguments, and— 
passed the resolution ! Not only so, but it emphasised its rejection of 
Mrs. Fawcett’s contentions, (a) by rejecting a vote of censure on the 
Executive for proposing such a conference, and (b) by rejecting an amend- 
ment postponing the conference till after the war.

How has the situation changed since this decision? The resolution 
asked for a congress to be convened by the International Suffrage 
Alliance. The International Suffrage Alliance has refused to convene a 
congress, and the task has been taken up by a new international com- 
mittee convened from Holland. Opponents of the proposal are entitled 
to show if they can that this change is so vital as to make the arguments 
on which an I; S.A. conference was approved no longer applicable (and 
that cannot be done by merely canvassing the attitude of individual 
members of the Executive). The only general argument advanced by 
Mrs. Fawcett on these lines is based on the assertion that " This Con- 
gress, whatever it may be called, is virtually a Peace Congress,” since 
“all the chief resolutions bear on peace.” This is only true in the same 
sense as many of the resolutions passed by the N.U. Council (some of 
them unanimously) “bear on peace.” Could Mrs. Fawcett have pre- 
vented the submission of resolutions bearing on peace to an I. S.A. con
gress ? Of course not; Mrs. Fawcett would have used her great influence 
to secure a. modification of any resolutions she disapproved of, just as the 
British committee is using its influence to modify some of the resolutions 
to be submitted to next week’s Conference at The Hague.

No; Mrs. Fawcett’s whole argument is that any international confer- 
ence of women at this time to consider the foundations on which a lasting 
peace can be built up is inopportune. The N.U. Council has come to the 
exactly opposite conclusion from exactly the same premises. Yet Mrs. 
Fawcett frankly tells us that her desire has been “concentrated on pre- 
venting the National Union from being officially connected with the 
Congress.” By what right? Scarcely by right of that very leadership 
which was conferred for the execution of the Council’s will!

A society established to proclaim and defend the principles of 
democracy cannot allow its express decisions to be reversed by either 
Executive or President. Mrs. Fawcett has evoked in the past our 
passionate devotion and loyalty by the steadfastness of her defence of 
these principles. Will she not add one more claim to our devotion by 
securing that the Council Shall be invited to decide for itself whether 
or not its recent decisions have been correctly interpreted, and to elect 
an executive in accordance with its views?

an inefficient and vacillating instrument. The societies must make up 
their minds where they want to go, and choose leaders who will take 
them in that direction. An Executive is not like the House of Commons, 
with an Opposition whose function it is to oppose. The views of the 
two sections in the Executive were irreconcilable; one wished to work 
actively for the abolition of militarism as the arch-enemy of women’s 
enfranchisement, the other was content merely to pass resolutions about 
it. Mrs: Fawcett knows this, and her suggestion amounts to this, that 
the active ones should have remained on-the Executive, but have taken 
their pacifist activity outside. This is not really practicable, and it is 
possible for Mrs. Fawcett to think it is only because, until lately, most 
of us have not taken a very prominent part in the propaganda she has 
characterised as “almost treachery ” Some of us have found it very 
hard to bear association with views expressed by Mrs. Fawcett on 
National Union platforms and in Jies Suffragii; the Council, indeed, 
emphatically asserted its internationalism as against the antagonistic 
nationalism which she had asserted in Jus. She would probably find it 
increasingly hard to bear with us if we remained her colleagues on the 
Executive. Now we are off, she will be able to lead the Union con
sistently in her direction, and we can be free to go in ours.

I note that Mrs. Fawcett appeals to members of the N.U. to " confine 
their energies " (with the exception of educational courses recommended 
by the Council) to the same work as it was doing " between August, 
1914, and February, 1915." That is to say, she sets aside all buf one 
resolution passed at the last Council.

I think that the National Union, is losing its greatest opportunity. I 
cannot think that the great gifts of Miss Courtney and Miss Marshall 
would be suitably expended, in relief works or in a kind of educational 
campaign better adapted to the W.E.A. It is their special genius to 
organise and: express political opinion which shall lead to the real 
enfranchisement of women, and I am glad to see this genius liberated. 
I want to have done with the militancy of men as well as of women, 
and for the same reasons—a Suffragist’s reasons.

H. M. Swanwick.

Madam,—Yesterday the Committee of the Darlington Society passed a 
resolution calling upon the Executive to arrange a Special Council 
Meeting in order to discuss the present serious situation in the N.U.W.S.S. 
They think this the only way in which a satisfactory conclusion can be 
arrived at, and hope that other Societies will take a similar step.

There is evidently much confusion of thought as to what interpretations 
may be put upon the resolutions carried at the Annual Council Meeting, 
and many of us are not satisfied with those arrived at by the Executive, 
which has caused the resignation of so many valuable members.

A. Burtt Woodhead (Hon. Sec.)

APRIL 30, 1915-

Geo. G. Armstrong.

SUFFICIENT CAUSE.
Madam,—Mrs. Fawcett’s article in your last issue repeats a misunder- 

standing which has been often corrected. She quotes my article in Jus 
Suffragii, in which I wrote that the three Hon. Secretaries and the 
Editor of The Common Cause resigned because they " desire to take a 
more active part in promoting what they consider the right sort of peace 
settlement,” and she proceeds to argue as if that more active part in- 
volved a stop-the-war campaign now. (I can only suppose that this is 
what she means by saying that the International Congress, " whatever it 
may be called, is virtually a Peace Congress.”) Miss Courtney and 
Miss Marshall have repeatedly corrected Mrs. Fawcett’s version of their 
reasons for resigning; they withdrew from their offices not because they 
disagreed, with the resolutions of the Council, but because the CounciI 
deliberately decided not to work for one of its most important declarations 
(the resolution endorsing Mr. Asquith’s Dublin speech). They decided 
later 011 that they could not even sit on the Executive Committee, because 
they believed the Executive was misinterpreting the Council in hampering 
the work of the Press department, and in refusing to allow the Union 
to take part in the International Congress and in the Women’s Conference 
held in London on April 14th. They do not wish, nor did either of the 
conferences wish to conduct a stop-the-war campaign at present. This 
is a misrepresentation which ought not to be repeated by any of our late 
colleagues.

• Nor is it fair to suggest that any of us are less concerned about 
Belgium than Mrs. Fawcett herself. Miss Marshall has well expressed 
the difference in our attitudes by asking us to think whether we are really 
considering " the redemption of Belgium or the avenging of Belgium.” 
In that wonderful Socialist Congress at Berne, Miss Bondfield tells us 
it was German women who drafted the resolution, placing blame on Ger
many for the invasion of Belgium, and demanding reparation. Some of 
us think that it would help on good feeling if British women clasped the 
hands of these brave German women, who are running the risk of being 
called traitors to the country they love, because they want that country 
to do what is right. Some of us think that a true concern for Belgium 
first might make us willing to consider whether there is no way by which 
we might cease to fight out our quarrels on her innocent soil.

" Mrs. Fawcett thinks that we twelve resigned with no " sufficient cause.”- 
But she appeals for unity within the National Union, and it is in the 
interests of that unity that I, for one, resigned. A divided Executive is

Mrs. Adele Spon writes :—
Madam,—I was very glad to see in your last issue Mrs. Fawcett’s 

appeal to members of the National Union, to confine their energies when 
working through the Union, to those activities on which we all agree. 
Many of us feel that, at the present time, the attendance of British 
delegates at a Peace Conference is likely to have mischievous results.

Even a cursory perusal of German newspapers is sufficient to show 
how they are relying on a peace party in this country to save them 
from the consequences of their aggression—an aggression, moreover, which 
has been backed up and approved of by the whole German nation for the 
last quarter of a century, as anyone who has read German literature, 
even superficially, is forced to admit—and help them to obtain peace on 
their own terms. German agents have made (and are still making) all 
sorts of invidious attempts to sow distrust among the Allies, and if they 
can utilise the utterances of British delegates at this Conference in their 
campaign of misrepresentation, they will not fail to do so.

One proposal that is to come before the Congress runs as follows :—- 
“ Since the people in each of the countries now at war believe 

themselves to be fighting, not as aggressors, but in. self-defence and 
for their national existence, this International Congress of women 
urges the Governments of the belligerent countries to open negotia
tions at the earliest possible moment, and to refuse no proposal to do 
so : and, if necessary for this purpose, to call a truce.”

The present moment, when for the first time on the Western Front the 
Allies are in a numerical superiority, is a peculiarly inappropriate one 
for British women to press for the opening of negotiations. The preamble 
to the resolution also does not fit the facts of the case. Truthfully worded, 
it should run something like this :— .

" Since the people in Germany, who acclaimed and approved of 
a war of aggression, now find themselves faced with the possibility 
of being forced to fight in self-defence, and for their national 
existence----- "

Such a suggestion as the one proposed, made by a Congress which 
has no claim to -represent the general opinipn of. the women of any 
of the combatant countries, can, of course,, carry not the slightest weight 
with any of the Governments concerned. But if, unhappily, the general 
public among our Allies should be led to believe that the Congress is 
really representative of the opinion ofthe majority of Englishwomen, it 
will be deeply and bitterly resented by them. It will also be resented 
by our own men at the Front, who have fought so heroically for our 
protection against superior numbers, .and who are now eagerly waiting 
for the word to advance. The leaflet issued by the “ British Committee " 
of the Congress states that " there is no proposal on the Congress agenda 
for a ‘ peace-at-any-price ’ propaganda.” But what sort of peace do the 
Committee think they are likely to obtain while the enemy still holds 
Belgium and a considerable part of France? How should we British 
women feel if England, Scotland, Wales, or Ireland were invaded, and 
French and Belgian women went to a Congress and talked about opening 
negotiations for peace? Have the well-intentioned ladies of the British 
Committee no imagination, or are they so cosmopolitan as to esteem 
patriotism a sin?

Madam.—May I ask for a little space in your valuable paper to 
point out that though much has been said and written as to the un-
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suitability of the present time for the holding of this Congress on 
questions of peace and war, that there are some evils which cry so loudly 
for redress that their voice will make itself heard in season and out of 
season. Many women who have felt deeply on this point cheeked the 
utterance ot their sorrow till this call to express it came from Holland. 
In replying to it they realised how grateful they were that at last some 
voice had been raised in protest against such appalling world-wide 
destruction of all they had been striving to accomplish for the world’s 
betterment in years of devoted labour.

Probably if the first resolution, asking for a truce, had been omitted 
from the list submitted for consideration, thousands of those who have 
withheld their support from the Congress would have whole-heartedly 
bestowed it. Many of those selected by the Government to attend the 
Congress-were travelling there with the fixed purpose of modifying this 
resolution which urged the granting of a truce, and so of ensuring that 
the resolutions would be issued to the world in such a form that they 
embodied a great and noble truth, and would be a landmark for future 
discussions on the best means of ensuring that such a disastrous means 
of settling international disputes should not be taken in future years, and 
that even matters which concerned the vital interests of many nations 
should not be decided by mortal conflict involving such terrible and 
universal loss and havoc.

Although, according to one correspondent last week, many French 
women do not feel they can at the present time support the aims of the 
Congress, there are others who have expressed themselves as most 
cordially at one with us, and who have even gone further and voiced 
the surprise and sorrow they, in common with many English working 
women, have felt, in past months, when no voice was raised by the 
women of England against the cruel war which was causing such misery 
throughout the world. The desire was not so much that the present war 
should be stopped, this being obviously impossible, as that such a strong 
and united protest should be made by the women of all nations that in 
future war should not be the means chosen whereby international disputes 
should be settled.

Were all women united in this desire, surely their voice would make 
itself heard, so that such a barbarous manner of settling disputes should 
give way in favour of some form more rational, and not only rational 
but in accordance with those principles of love and forbearance which 
ought to be the characteristic of those who profess to be followers, 
however humbly, of Jesus Christ.

The Ideal 
House Shoe

A Member of THE Congress.

THE OBJECT OF THE N.U.
Madam,—It has been our pride that the N.U. could find room for people 

of the most divergent opinions, all of whom were ready to subordinate 
their individual'views on other subjects to the one great cause of Women’s 
Suffrage. The moment any other cause—however overwhelmingly im- 
portant—is substituted for Suffrage the divergencies are bound to cause 
disintegration. We may desire the weapon of the vote in order to attack 
militarism, or the white-slave traffic, or drink, or any other horrible evil 
—to different members of the N.U., different evils seem the most impor- 
tant; but as soon as we cease to concentrate on grasping the weapon, 
we begin to wrangle as to what we shall do with it when we have it. We 
have not got it yet. Let us by all means form or join societies of any 
kind we think desirable as a means of showing our views on any given 
subject, but let us remember that the object of the N.U. is not to 
demonstrate women’s views about war, but to obtain the Parliamentary 
Franchise for women on the same terms as it is or may be granted to 
men.

G. E. Hadow.
[We must remind Miss Hadow that the last Council Meeting recorded its 

belief that " the Woman's Suffrage movement is based on the principle that 
social relations should be'governed not by physical force but by recognition 
of mutual rights." The cause of future peace, therefore, according to the 
Council, is not " substituted for Suffrage," but is the basis of the Woman's 
Suffrage movemerit.—ED., C.-C.]

WAR BABIES.
MADAM,—May I urge readers of The Common Cause to accept no 

general statements which are made as to the number of “War Babies » 
that are to be expected during the next few months without the most 
careful investigation? It is indeed our duty to watch out most carefully, 
and make what inquiries we can in our own neighbourhoods so as to be 
ready for any developments which may occur, but there is no doubt that 
many of the " hundreds here" and “thousands there,” so glibly quoted, 
have melted away when inquiries were pressed home.

I should also like to urge that, in any special arrangements which 
have to be made, consideration should be given to all first cases, and 
efforts made to prevent any of these from having to enter the workhouse. 
This can often best be done by supporting existing institutions which 
deal with these cases.

G. D. Rackham.

THE HAGUE CONGRESS.
. The Countess of Aberdeen, President of the International Council of 
Women, in a letter to Miss Janes, calling attention to the movement for 
the study of International Relations, states her views, as follows, with 
regard to Women’s International ’ Conferences :—

" I believe that International Conferences and Congresses on subjects 
connected with the war are for the present premature, and might even 

the means of retarding the causes which we have most at heart. I am, 
"nerefore, on this ground, personally declining the courteous invitation 
wnicn has been extended to me by the Committee of the International 
Congress of Women, which is convened at The Hague in April, and I 
am advising my I.C.W. fellow officers to take the same course. It will - 
P remembered that, after much consideration, it was decided at the 
ecutive held at The Hague, that the International Council of Women 

won appoint no delegates to attend the meetings of other International 
Organisations.’
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BENDUBLE SHOES
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Browning’s
Rimless Clip.

L HINTS ON EYESIGHT.
2. MICROSCOPES, TELE

SCOPES, SPECTRO- 
SCOPES, &c., &c.

3. OPERA & FIELD GLASSES
HOURS : 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

SATS. : 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Rimless Spectacles.

AN EDUCATIONAL COURSE ON WAR
Consisting of Six Readings and Discussions, will be held at the 
office of THE LONDON SOCIETY OF THE N.U.W.S.S., 58, Victoria 
Street, S.W., at 5 30 on the following Fridays, May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4,11. 

Fee for the Course 3s., including free copies of the text-book " War and 
Democracy," and of the W E. U. pamphlet on Study Circles.

DIFFERENT CHAIRMEN AND LEADERS OF DISCUSSION EACH WEEK. 
Full particulars on application with stamped envelope. Members are urged to 

make these Readings known.

ADDRESS-

72, NEW OXFORD ST., W.C
Between Tottenham Court Rd. & Bloomsbury St.

AND

146, STRAND, W.C.
Opposite Gaiety Theatre,

LONDON.
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M. EMILE VANDERVELDE
Will speak at the

SAVOY THEATRE, STRAND
(By kind permission of Mr. H. B. IRVING.)

At 3.30 p.m., MONDAY, MAY 10th, on
THE GREAT HOPES HE CHERISHES 
FOR THE FUTURE OF BELGIUM?

MISS MARIE BREMA
has kindly consented to Recite

M. EMILE CAMMAERTS* " CARILLON.”
Profits to be divided between the Fund for relieving ______ 

The URGENT NEEDS of the BELGIAN SOLDIERS NOW at the FRONT 
(Union df Committees, British Gifts for Belgians A

And the Women’s Service Fund of the London Society of the N.U.W.S.S.
Tickets 10/6 tol/-» obtainable from Miss. P. STRACHEY, London Society for 

Women’s Suffrage, 58, Victoria Street, S W., or at The Savoy Theatre, and at 
Messrs. Keith Prowse, and Messrs. Chappell’s offices throughout London

LEADLESS GLAZE
China and Earthenware of every description suitable for Clubs, 
Institutions, Schools, Nurseries, Country Cottages, etc., can be 

obtained from—
THE LEADLESS GLAZE CHINA CO.,

16, Belgrave Road, Victoria, London, S.W.
Telephone: Vic. 6213. THE ONLY ADDRESS.

SEND FOR NEW COLORED ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
WHICH WILL SHORTLY BE READY.

JOHN BROWNING
(Incorporating R. S. NEUMANN.)

SIGHT-TESTING

Medals, 1862. 
ESTABLISHED 1765.

has been associated with all that is most distin
guished in the science and practice of Optics.

BROWNING’S method of Sight-Testing is based on 
many years’ Optical practice and an accumulated ex
perience extending over a CENTURY and A-HALF.

The Improved Method of Fitting adopted in 
BROWNING’S RIMLESS CLIP ensures the greatest 
amount of comfort in wear and the least possibility 
of breakage occurring.
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The N.U.W.S.S. is an association of over 52,000 men and 
women who have banded themselves together, under the leadership 
of Mrs. Henry Fawcett, for the purpose of obtaining the Parlia
mentary vote for women on the same terms as it is or may 
be granted to men. At this great national crisis, however, they 
have for the time suspended their ordinary political activities, in 
order to put themselves and their Union at the service of those 
who are organising the relief of distress caused by the war.

Morals and Militarism,
Among the rumours which have at intervals convulsed us 

all since the outbreak of the war, a very persistent one has been 
that a large number of illegitimate births would follow on the 
abnormal conditions surrounding our great camps. " War- 
babies," as they are called in popular journalism, have been 
much and excitedly discussed, and all sorts of strange proposals 
made for their welfare. Mr. Ronald M’Neil argues in the 
Observer of April 18th that “ we may have to throw over 
principles that we should otherwise hold,” and that the laws 
of bastardy should be “ drastically reformed, even if only 
temporarily." Other writers argue that, at this time, the one 
thing needful is to maintain and to increase the population, the 
implication being that to bear children, under whatever tircum- 
stances, is the duty of every woman.

We have to remember, in dealing with this question, that 
the whole problem of sex morality—including the institution of 
marriage—is, for many perfectly moral people, in the melting- 
pot. The old idea of property in marriage—the property rights 
of the husband over his wife—is rejected with disgust by modern 
men and women; and the fact that they still exist in English 
law has discredited legal marriage in the eyes of many to whom 
the ideals of permanent monogamous union are absolutely 
sacred.

There is, moreover, a growing sense in the public mind both 
of social responsibility and of the value of human life. The 
knowledge that had social conditions, too carelessly accepted by 
most of us, are the cause of much that is wrong in the individual 
has brought with it a more merciful attitude to the unmarried 
mother. We know that loneliness, economic pressure, the 
impossibility of early marriage is responsible for much : we 
realise that not the individual only but our social system is to 
blame. The recent demand, successfully made, that the 
unmarried mother shall receive maternity benefit under the 
Insurance Act was made under a deepened sense of social 
responsibility both towards the mother and her'child; and the 
more recent decisions with regard to the unmarried wives of 
soldiers and sailors followed the same humane impulse.

It is natural, therefore, that Suffragists (who have had a 
large share in this humanising of public opinion) should turn 
to consider the problem of the “ war-babies ” with the liveliest 
sense of our common responsibility for war conditions, and an 
earnest desire to save them from the least disadvantage of all 
that have been-attached by law and public opinion to 
“ illegitimacy.” But we must be as careful not to hurry from 
the humane to the sentimental, and it is towards the most 
deplorable kind of sentimentality that public opinion seems to 
be rushing now. “ There may be illegitimate children,” said 
a great French speaker dwelling on the sacredness of mother
hood : “ there are no illegitimate mothers.” Surely a senti
mental piece of rhetoric. Let us have the courage and the 
honesty to reverse it. There are no illegitimate children, and 
no child should bear the stigma of a guilt that is not his. Let us 
give such a child the maintenance, the care, the respect, that is 
his right. We can never give to him all that belongs to his 
happier brother. It is for this reason that we say boldly—there 
is illegitimate motherhood.

A child has a right to the best that we can give it in this 
. imperfect world. It has a right to two parents, and to a home.

It should be the child of a faithful love. Its coming should 
be earnestly desired, looked forward to with joy, received with 
reverence. Man does not live by bread alone, and all that the 
State can do for the illegitimate child will not make up to him 
if the rest is lacking. And therefore a woman or a man who 
becomes responsible for the birth of a child, from a passing 
emotion and evanescent passion, from a moment of loneliness 
or a sudden temptation, is an illegitimate mother—an illegiti
mate father. Let us remember all our own responsibility, and 
avoid cruelty as the worst of sins : but let us not speak as though 
to bring a child into the world in any but the best conditions 
we can create, is anything but frivolous and cruel.

It is, of course, sufficiently obvious why illegitimate parent
hood is suddenly glorified, Indeed those who write of it say 
frankly that children (" boys at least ” one says) are “ badly 
needed.” The awful loss of life caused by the war must 
somehow be made good. How else shall we fill our factories, 
our workshops and mills ? Let us have babies anyhow, and hope 
they may be boys. And if our laws of illegitimacy create any 
difficulties, let them be “ drastically amended, even if only for a 
time ” (the italics are ours). The question is not of their justice 
or injustice, but only of their effect on our need for a rapidly 
increasing population. The one thing for which everything 
else must be sacrificed, is a rise in the birth-rate. We have been 
spared, in this country, some of the more obvious temptations 
of militarism; but that one most dangerous to women—the 
tendency to regard them merely as potential mothers of men, 
is already with us. Such was the sole function of women in the 
militarist France of Napoleon, and such, to a very great extent, 
the position of German women now. But rarely, perhaps, has 
this gospel been preached so openly in our country as to-day. 
The physical fact of motherhood becomes all-important, and all 
that it should mean is lost sight of. The old cruelty of public 
opinion towards the unmarried mother is forgotten, and a new 
cruelty towards her child creeps in. For it is a real cruelty_  
based on a real irreverence—to preach that children must be 
born—anyhow, merely for our convenience, to fill up the cogs of 
our social and industrial machinery. The girls who have been 
hanging round our camps have, as a matter of common 
knowledge, often been very young. Giris of fourteen, fifteen, 
and sixteen, have, we are told, “ been the worst.” Such girls are 
neither mentally, morally, nor spiritually equipped for mother
hood. They bear children at peril not only to themselves but 
to the next generation.

We are informed that printed slips urging men “ to forego 
no opportunity of paternity " are being widely distributed in 
this country. The consequences to the women and to the 
children are disregarded with a levity which is as cruel as levity 
always is. We protest with all our strength against this 
abominable advice. The nations have gone to war. They have 
disregarded and jeered at the work of pacifists. They have ■ 
devoted their genius, their revenues, and the lives of their 
citizens, to the manufacture of instruments to destroy life, and 
they have given nothing—relatively it is nothing—to the 
pursuance of less frightful methods of deciding international 
disputes. Now the end has come, and we have what we have 
worked for—destruction. Let us bear the anguish and repair 
the breaches with what fortitude we may : but let us not consent 
to the reckless lowering of the moral standard involved in the 
advice— forego, no opportunity of paternity " ; in the brutal 
disregard of the rights of the unborn; in the reduction of women 
to the status of mere breeders of the race.

A. M. Royden.

Workhouse Babies.
The Minority Report of the Poor Law Commission, 1909, 

Part I., gives some valuable information with regard to ille- 
gitimate deaths in workhouses, where a certain section of the 
public at the present time believes conditions are quite adequate, 
desirous as they are of patriotically saving as many “ war 
babies ” as possible. From available statistics the Commis
sioner gathered that:—

. “ In 1906 the number of births in Poor Law institutions of the United 
Kingdom exceeded 15,000, and out of 11,000 children born in 450 of the 
645 Unions (England and Wales), 30 per cent, are described as legitimate 
and 70 per cent, illegitimate, amounting to 18 per cent, of all illegitimate 
births.

“ The infants who are particularly likely to die are the illegitimates, 
and it is difficult to trace them after leaving the institution. The result 
is that many of the illegitimate babies are dead within a few weeks.

“ Dr. Fuller, medical inspector to the Local Government Board for 
Poor Law purposes, came to the conclusion that out of 3,719 infants under 
two years of age in 546 workhouses, the average deaths during five years 
was 1,315, i.e., more than 3 the average infant population in 'the 
institutions.”

The following figures are instructive (1906):—

Age at Death. 
Put under i week 
Put under i year

Workhouse Population.
Legitimate. Illegitimate.

40
268 45

392

General Population.
25 per 1,000 babies born.

132 » »
" i.e., the mortality of infants in Poor Law institutions where all 
dangers of inadequate medical attendance, nursing, lack of food and 
warmth, parental neglect are missing, is between two and three times as 
great in the workhouse as outside.” (The figures for ‘ under one year” 
are obtained by assuming that the babies who left the workhouse soon 
after birth die at the same rate as those who remain inside to the end 
of the short year of life.)
And what of the Damage Rate? A high medical expert 
writes :— •

The infantile mortality question is of extreme importance. While 
thousands perish outright, hundreds of thousands who worry through 
are injured, and grow up weaklings, physical and mental degenerates.

.A high infantile mortality rate denotes a far higher infantile deteri
oration rate, and this unwelcome fact must not be lost sight of.” 
And Dr. A. K. Chalmers :— J
" The dead baby is next-of-kin to the deceased baby, who in turn 

becomes the anemic, ill-fed, and educationally backward child—the un. 
employable casual.”
Dr. Newsholme in his reports to the Local Government Board 
1913-14, writes :—

" Nearly all the deaths in the first week, and most of the deaths in the 
men are attributable to ante-natal and natal conditions—largelyfirst month,

avoidable.”

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.

The Workhouse as Maternity Hospital.
Some Facts and Figures.

It has always been woman’s province to save life—in the 
nome, the school, the hospital, and on the battlefield; and from 

| every woman’s platform has come the demand of women to 
snrol the conditions of life in the home and out in the world.

the present time, all the most important women’s organisa- 
onsare occupying themselves with the problem of War Babies 

and their Mothers, and many different proposals are being put 
orward' In considering these it will be helpful to examine 

statistics concerning illegitimate infants in normal times.
• . 191I (Daily Mail Year Book, IQ14) there were 2 624 

illegitimate children born, and if there is absolutely no increase 
. ennumbers in this year of stress and sorrow, the figures 

thinkie mortality are grave enough to merit some very straight

Still-Births.
. Under the Notification of Births Act, 1907, not only live 

births but dead births occurring after the 28th week of preg
nancy have to be notified wherever this adoptive Act is in force 
and Dr. Newsholme (p. xxviii.) writes :—

" It is clear that a large and variable proportion of dead births remain 
unnotified. In the practice of midwives dead births amount to about 
3 per, cent, of all births attended by them. Dr. Routh estimates from 
consideration of a large number of cases that abortions at an earlier 
period of pregnancy are four times the number of dead births. ‘

. This would imply a total ante-natal mortality of 150 per 1,000 
births, 6., 120,000, which is higher than the total mortality in the first 
year after birth.
Dr. Newsholme continues (p. ciii.)

From evidence published by the Royal Commission on venereal dis* 
eases, it appears likely that half of this ante-natal mortality is ascribable 
to syphilis.” J

Dr. Johnstone (in his Special Report to the Local Govern
ment Board, August, 1913, on " Venereal Diseases ”) reports 
the Venereal wards of the Poor Law Infirmaries which he visited 
as being generally well kept and well administered, but the 
accommodation provided for venereal cases in the workhouses 
visited by him as a rule was not well adapted to the treatment 
which these cases require.

With regard to ophthalmia of the newborn which is respon
sible for much blindness (30 per cent.—78 per cent, of all blind- 
ness are figures given for England and other countries), Dr 
Newsholme’s report is equally interesting (p. cvi.). Notification 
of this disease is now compulsory since February, 1914, but 
many local authorities adopted the notification from 1010 
onwards.

For 1913 in 215 districts representing nearly 11} millions 
population and 295,000 births, 1,913 cases were notified (Cf. 
London in 1914, 884 notifications). He continues :_ .

"The prevention of the disease is best secured by the prevention 6 
gonorrhoea, or, failing this, its discovery and treatment before parturition.” 
Comment is needless.

War Babies.
If the military doctors have done their duty towards the 

troops under their care, the " warbabies" should be

m
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healthier than illegitimate children in general, just because their 
fathers have been living with a higher standard of health and 
hygiene, whilst under military discipline and medical control. 
Pin the Morning Post on Wednesday, April 21st, Lady 
Gwendolen Cecil recommends the workhouse for our war 
babies ” where she believes adequate provision already exists 
for them. She at least is not torn between a desire to save 
the babies for our crippled nation, and a fear that life may be 
made too easy for the mother, though the life of a, girl left 
alone with a baby and a heartache can t be very easy. It has 
been left to two men to write: “The women are no more 
blameworthy than the men.” .
° is Lady Gwendolen Cecil content to let any words of hers 
support the saying that “ woman’s worst enemy is woman ‘ SReMight with advantage read the Minority Report of the Po ‘ 
Law Commission on " The Workhouse as Maternity Hospital." 
That this is unknown to her, & the only charitable construction
to put upon her letter. Barbara TCHAYKOVSKY, M.D. -

■ [Tto be continued in a subsequent article, "How to Save the War Babies.”}

Wanted—More Medical Women.
I was seated in a corner of a railway carriage the other day, 

on my way to town, and opposite me were two elderly gentlemen 
talking earnestly. Presently, one raised his voice and I heard 
this sentence :— The people who have done the most good in 
China have been the lady doctors, but we want more of them.

“ We want more of them,” that is being echoed all over 
England to-day, for prejudice and jealousy have been swept 
aside; the medical woman has come into her own in amazing 
fashion, and young women considering a professional career 
are urged to become doctors. . Before deciding such a momen
tous question, however, the intending student would like to have 
some idea as to whether she would make a good doctor. - nen 
come questions as to the cost, the time it takes to train, and 
most important, the prospects after qualification. Briefly, in 
this article, I propose to give some definite information on these 
POIs to the personal qualifications in order that a woman may 
become a successful practitioner, the Warden of the London 
School of Medicine says-—‘1 Good health, common sense, and 
hard work are essential. The training will develop tact, 
sympathy, and knowledge of human nature. .

With these qualities and a genuine desire to be a doctor (it is 
fatal to choose a profession because someone advises it) the next 
question may be faced—that of cost. It is considered that from 
1120 to 4140 a year is sufficient for a student at The London 
(Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for Women, this sum 
including board, lodging, and all necessary fees and expenses. 
With care a student can manage on a little less at the School in 
Edinburgh. The General Medical Council require that medical 
studies shall extend over a period of five years from the date of 
registration. This is an advantage, as only the efficient are 
likely to persevere through so lengthy a training : it also prevents 
overcrowding and tends to keep the standard of character high. 
The experience gained while working among the poor during 
two severe epidemies has convinced me that the personal 
character of a doctor counts enormously.

It is a proof of the great strides that have been made by 
women in this profession that there is to-day a choice of medical 
schools in which to train. The first and best known is The 
London (Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for Women, 
8, Hunter Street, Brunswick Square, W.C. Founded by women 
for women at a time when the universities and medical schools 
refused them admittance, its history has been one of steady 
progress, and it has now been found necessary to enlarge its 
quarters. Here a student, if she has passed a preliminary arts 
examination, may enter as soon as she has passed her 16th birth
day. A certain number, sixteen in all, can be housed at the 
School, there being'nine sets of chambers, each set having one 
or two bedrooms and a sitting-room. College Hall, Byng Place, 
Gordon Square, also provides residence for thirty-five students 
of schools of the universities and a list of suitable boarding 
houses, in the neighbourhood is kept by the Secretary. The 
Missionary Societies have learnt by experience the advantage 
of having medical women, and many of them give assistance to 
students on certain conditions. The School very generously 
makes a redaction in fees to students entering the.School with 
grants in aid of training for Missionary Societies. .

Those who consider co-education an advantage will be
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interested in The Victoria University of Manchester, which 
receives men and women students for medical training. 
“ Owens College ” although originally founded for men, has 
admitted women for certain classes since 1874. When in 1903 
the University was reconstructed under the title of The Victoria 
University of Manchester, it was enacted “ that all degrees and 
courses of study shall be open to women ” : this includes the 
medical school. The class rooms, laboratories, and libraries are 
open to women, and there is a large common room for women 
students in the medical department. They must, however, be 
over seventeen years of age instead of sixteen as at the London 
School of Medicine. There is no accommodation for the resi
dence of students within the Manchester University, but there 
are two licensed Halls, Ashbourne Hall, Fallowfield, where Miss 
Phoebe Sheavyn, D.Litt. (London), is Warden, and Langdale 
Hall, Church Hostel for Women Students, under the Warden
ship of Miss Thyra B. Alleyne, D.Litt. (Durham). Both these 
Halls are within easy distance of the University.

After qualification, the student usually seeks a post in a 
hospital to gain further experience before settling down to 
private practice. This used to be a difficulty, so much so that 
women were practically forced to found hospitals of their own 
in order to obtain full opportunities for post-graduate training. 
Since the war this has been entirely changed, and the big 
hospitals are only too thankful to get fully qualified women; 
indeed, there is hardly a resident post not open to a qualified 
woman if she cares to apply for it. In connection with this an 
amusing incident occurred at a hospital committee meeting a 
few weeks ago. It was in a large provincial town, and the 
committee, all of them men, were worried; they had fried to 
obtain a resident house surgeon for a month and the post 
remained vacant. Finally, a member said in a resigned tone— 
“ If it comes to the worst we shall have to ask for a woman.

“ We have written to all the medical schools that have 
women students and have advertised for a fortnight for a lady 
doctor,” replied the Secretary, “ there is not one disengaged.” 
At the present moment there is also a demand for women to 
act as locum tenens for doctors going to the front.

Just now the conditions are abnormal; the demand will not 
always be so much greater than the supply, but the general 
hospitals having opened their doors to women residents will 
never refuse them again merely on account of their sex. On 
certain lines it is probable that women will more than hold their 
own, for it is significant that the only hospital in England 
devoted to the treatment of early nervous cases, and the hospital 
at Manchester for babies under one year old, have been founded, 
and are officered by women. In general hospitals the post of 
resident is held for six months or a year, and the salary is from 
£120 with board and lodging. Some asylums, however, have 

permanent residents and such posts occasionally carry a pension.
In private practice, women have always done well and are 

likely in the future to do still better. . There is a great need for 
them in our large industrial towns : working women of all classes 
appreciate being attended in illness by one of their own sex. A 
well-known doctor addressing students at a medical school told 
them that the general practitioner must be prepared to face all 
emergencies with sound health, wisdom, patience, and all the 
virtues, But even with a few imperfections the medical woman 
will not have to wait long for an interesting practice and a 
comfortable income. -

A. H. Bennett.

INQUIRY INTO THE “WAR BABY” PROBLEM.

The following announcement was issued on Monday, 26th, 
from Lambeth Palace :—

" The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, Dr. Scott Lidgett, Adeline 
Duchess of Bedford, Dr. Mary Scharlieb, Lady Londonderry, Lady 
Edmund Talbot, and others have been giving careful consideration to 
the alleged probability that there will be during the war an increase in 
the number of illegitimate births, and they have requested, a small com- 
mittee of ladies, convened by Mrs. Creighton in consultation with the 
National Union of Women Workers, to investigate the nature and extent 
of the danger.

“ They propose to invite a larger body to consider the report made by 
the investigators, and the special steps which, in conjunction with official 
bodies, should be taken, if it is shown that the problem is of serious 
dimensions. The Archbishop of York will be chairman of that larger 
body, and the names of those comprising it will shortly be communicated 
to the press.”

THE SUFFRAGE CLUB.
Dr. Barbara Tchaykovsky will speak on “War Babies and their 

Mothers ” at the Suffrage Club, 3, York-street, St. James’, on Tuesday, 
May 4th, at 8 p.m. Admission will be free; there will be a collection 
in aid of the International Suffrage Shop.

Work of the London Society.
The London Society’s office at 58, Victoria Street has been 

like a beehive of late. After Christmas there was indeed a 
slight lull, but during the last two months all sorts of unexpected 
openings for new kinds of usefulness have appeared.

London Units for Scottish Hospitals.
First and foremost, as is well known, the Society has the 

firm resolve to raise two London Units' of its own for the 
National Union Scottish Women’s Hospitals and the idea is 
arousing enthusiasm not only among our own members but also 
among a large ana increasing circle of new friends. The 
London headquarters for the Scottish Hospitals general pur
poses has also now been established in the office and has been 
working in close co-operation with the National Union head- 
quarters and with Dr. Elsie Inglis herself. Special Committees 
of all kinds for the London work have been formed, and they 
also include not only members of our local and Executive 
Committees, but also many others too numerous to name, among 
them being Mrs. Philip Agnew, Mrs. Anstruther, Mrs.'Percy 
Bigland, Lady Busk, Lady Brassey, Lady Cowdray, Miss Emily 
Davies, Lady Emmott, "Hon. Mrs. Alfred "Lyttelton, Mrs. 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh, Lady Selborne, Lady Strachey, and 
Dr. Jane Walker. Miss Rosamond Smith is Hon. Secretary 
and Miss Kathleen Burke Hon. Organising Secretary, and they 
have efficient support in the office from Miss Hunter who has 
become Hon. Secretary of the Equipments Sub-Committee, 
while Miss Theresa Gosse, as representative for the passports 
department, carries out some curiously intricate and responsible 
duties with marvellous energy and skill. A large number of 
meetings to raise funds are in hand, and more and more are 
needed (readers please note !); speakers can always be provided, 
and the meetings may be large or small, public or private. 
Among the varying sums already raised at such meetings are 
£48, £39, £3, £8, £300, and £59. The latest of these to 

be arranged is a drawing-room meeting at 44, Finchley Road, 
at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, May 12th, when Mr. Maurice Hewlett 
is to be in the chair and that great authority on Serbia, Mr. 
Seton Watson (co-editor of “ War and Democracy ”), will tell 
us what he alone can tell of that country. Some invitations for 
this meeting may still be had at 58, Victoria Street.

The call of Serbia is insistent, volunteers to increase the staff, 
to form new Units, to take the places of those who have given 
their lives or their health flow in, we therefore must provide the 
money and at once—over £7,000 more for the London Society’s 
responsibility in this matter is what is asked. Dr. Inglis has 
been working at the office for some days, early and late, and 
thoroughly approves all we are doing and attempting. But now 
an urgent telegram has come and at a day or two’s notice she 
has herself left for Serbia to reinforce Dr. Soltau, who has fallen 
ill at her post, and this makes it more than ever important 
for us to be able to send out the news very shortly that our task 
is accomplished-—two London Units to go to Serbia or to France 
and £10,000.

And not only Serbia but France also needs our help. Miss 
Strachey has gone to France for her holiday, and, writing from 
the South, she says :“ It is impossible to escape from the war 
for one instant even down here ”; while of her stay at Royau- 
mont she writes : “ I lay on a straw mattress in a beautiful stone 
vaulted room in a distant corner of the building along strange 
passages, and up and down steps—the light came through a 
traceried window and all night I listened to the guns ----- ’ ’ And 
she lifts the veil in regard to how those who are not skilled 
doctors, or nurses also serve : “ X spends her life in fumigating 
and darning and doctoring up filthy uniforms and garments of 
every sort. ... I think of her spending her whole days in 
solitude in that attic chamber . .. ! ”

Yes, France with her 500 miles of battle-front wants our 
help, too.

If there are any who may still doubt that our London Units 
scheme in particular deserves-every bit of support the generous 
will give it, be it known to them that its Vice-Presidents are 
Sir Alfred Keogh, the brilliant chief of the War Office Medical 
Service, Dr. Louisa Aldrich-Blake, and the Bishop of London.

War Service at Home.
To turn to those left at home. There is the Government 

War Service scheme, for, of course, we are one of the accredited 
societies for oiling its wheels J Two delegates attended the 
recent conference convened by the Workers’ National Com- 
mittee to consider how best to provide against this patriotic 
service depressing the normal conditions in the labour market, 
and the position of the ordinary working woman. The Society
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UNIVERSITY

MANCHESTER
FACULTY OF MEDICINE.

(Including the Dental, Pharmaceutical and Public Health 
Departments.)

THE courses of instruction, which are open to men and 
women students, also meet the requirements of other 

Universities and Examining Bodies.

CLINICAL INSTRUCTION. In associa
tion with the University there are hospitals 
containing over 1,000 beds. THE ROYAL 
INFIRMARY, which is in close vicinity to 
the University, contains 492 beds, and offers 
unrivalled opportunities for Clinical Study. 
THE DENTAL HOSPITAL is also adjacent 
to the University and provides every modern 
requirement for the teaching of Dentistry.

There are two HALLS OF RESIDENCE for WOMEN 
STUDENTS.

Prospectuses giving full information as to courses of 
study, examinations; etc., will be forwarded on application 
to THE REGISTRAR.

Hospital Supplies
at moderate prices

BED JACKETS 
DRESSING GOWNS 
PYJAMAS 
DAY SHIRTS 
PANTS & VESTS 
BLANKETS
FEATHER PILLOWS 
PILLOW CASES 
SHEETS & TOWELS 
DRAW SHEETS

ETC. ETC.

Inspection invited. 

/arvey J^icBofs
Knightsbridge. London.sw.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.
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will make every effort to prevent such a disaster, by bringing 
before those who desire to sign on, this possibility, while at the 
same time offering them every encouragement to hold themselves 
in readiness for any demands the country may make upon them. 
The forms filled in make an interesting study—there is, alas, 
the underpaid girl at 7s. a week who wants “ a change, there 
is the ardent aspirant towards wireless telegraphy or towards 
ticket collecting or lift attending or post office canteens, or 
ammunition making, or what not, while someone else, again, 
offers ′ Chinese, French, Esperanto, and a little German ’ as 
her share; and, lastly, there is the delightful French lady whose 
human document replies as follows to the inquiry : “ Have you 
done professional work before? ” - “ Yes, on the stage, and did 
jumping and tricks with horses at the Hippodrome. She 
wishes to do despatch riding or to drive horses or mules any
where in the country in France, and when asked : “ Will you 
train, &c.,” her rejoinder is convincing—“ Do not want to be 
trained in anything; want to go in own capacity ! She seems 
quite efficient, and wears breeches and topboots, and finds 
London delightful, because no one fusses, and everyone takes 
her as they find her!

WOMEN’S Service,
The new “ War Service ” idea does not make us forget our 

own Women’s Voluntary Service, and we hereby make it known 
that efficient voluntary workers for many kinds of social work 
are still urgently wanted. Both in this department and in that 
of “ War Service,” Mrs. Anstruther is giving us every help 
and support.

N.U.W.S.S. SCOTTISH WOMEN’S HOSPITAL. Notes from Headquarters N.U.W.S.S. SCOTTISH WOMEN’S HOSPITAL.

BELGIUM AGAIN.
Least of all have we forgotten our first love, brave Belgium ! 

Mr. Irving has lent us the Savoy Theatre for May ioth, and 
at 3.30 on that day M. Vandervelde, the Belgian Minister, and, 
it is said, the ′ greatest living orator,” will tell the public of 
his great hopes for the future of Belgium. No one should miss 
this, and especially as the profits will be divided between the 
Women’s Service Fund and the fund for supplying the many 
grievous needs of the Belgian soldiers now at the front.

Study of the Problems of Peace and War.
Lastly, we do not forget that Suffragists have also respon

sibilities of yet another sort, and a series of six readings and 
discussions on the problems of war has been arranged to begin 
at 5.30 on Friday, May 7th. Tickets for the Course are only 
3s. each, and include a copy of the text-book to be used. War 
and Democracy, so a large attendance is hoped for. The six 
subjects chosen are : Introductory : Foreign Policy and Causes 
of War; Our Allies; The States with which we are at War; The 
Issues of War; War, Science, and Philosophy; Ways of Pre- 
venting War in the Future. All the above are activities centre
ing to some extent round the office, but in all of them our local 
branches and members are co-operating, in addition to carrying 
on innumerable activities of their own, some account of which
we shall hope to give very shortly. A. H. W.

THE SUFFRA GE CL UB, St. JomkesSsrsat; s. w. 
for MEN and WOMEN.

During the War, subscription reduced to One Guinea and no entrance fee.
MEETINGS:—Monday, May 3rd, at 3.30 p.m. Speaker; Mrs. MERIVALE-MAYER(A.&N.

Tuesday, May 4th, 8 p.m. Miss MURIEL MATTERS (for I nt. Suff. Shop). [Z.W.V.Assn.) 
Wednesday, May gth, 3.30 p.m. Mrs. NEVINSON, WF.L.
Friday. May 7th, 3.30 p.m. Speaker: Mrs. Douglas Knocker.

The Tariff at this Club instead of rising with the War, is being lowered. Note the 
present 1/- lunch—Soup, Joint, two Vegetables, Bread, Sweet or Cheese. Test it 
as the BEST SHILLING LUNCH IN LONDON*

MISS L. B. EVETTS, R.H.S.,
(Trained Swanley Horticultural College, * Elmcrop Nurseries— Wester gate.

Many years’ practical experience.)
Care of Gardens undertaken by day or half-day. Gardens Designed 

and Laid Out. ADVISORY WORK.
SPECIALITY made of Pruning; the laying out of Herbaceous Borders, 

Rock and Wall Gardens, etc..
Further particulars apply:—

28, WATERLOW COURT, HAMPSTEAD WAY, HENDON, N.W.

Serbia.
The outstanding event of the week has been the departure 

for Serbia of Dr. Elsie Inglis, who, with Miss S. E. S. Mair, 
originated the hospital scheme. It is to her bold conception of 
the great possibilities of the work, to her indomitable persever
ance and triumphant energy in carrying it out, that the present 
achievements are mainly due. When the news came that the 
Chief Medical Officer (Dr. Soltau) of the hospital at Kraguievatz 
was smitten with diphtheria and that Dr. Inglis’s presence was 
greatly wished for, she did not hesitate for a moment in respond
ing to the call to active service at the front. With her have 
gone the good wishes of countless friends, to whom her per- 
sonality has been an inspiring force. Miss Bowhill and the Hon. 

/ Mrs. Haverfield accompanied her as Matron and Orderly respec
tively for the Kraguievatz Hospital, and six additional nurses 
are on their way by sea, Dr. Inglis taking the quicker route by 
land. In Kraguievatz, at the end of March, there were 6,000 
cases of illness, of which 1,000 were typhus. It is probable, 
however, that the disease is now somewhat on the decrease.

Dr. Soltau writes of a visit to the hospital of the Crown 
Prince of Serbia, who was very pleasant. She also describes a 
visit paid by herself and Dr. Chesney to Nish for a second con- 
ference on how best to cope with the fever epidemics in Serbia. 
Sir Ralph Paget, who has been appointed Special Commissioner 
for Hospitals by the British Government, was present, and the 
co-ordination of the work of the various hospitals and the effec
tive distribution of their forces was discussed. The latest news, 
happily, reports an improvement in Dr. Soltau's condition.

The new Serbian Unit, under Dr. Alice Hutchison, sailed 
on an Admiralty transport on April 21st, forty-two persons in 
all, accompanied by six nurses bound for Kraguievatz. The 
destination of this second Serbian Unit is as yet uncertain, but 
it carries its house on its back, so to speak, in the shape of an 
ample supply of tents, the most sanitary and approved form of 
fever hospital. Further workers, including Miss Florence Jack, 
the Administrator, are to join Dr. Alice Hutchison by the next 
transport.

Unsparing help was given to the outgoing party at Cardiff 
by Miss Mabel Howell, Secretary of the Welsh Hospital Unit 
for Serbia, who did everything possible to aid the dispatch of 
the forty-eight people with their 1,171 bales of equipment.

France.
Dr. Louisa McIlroy and Dr. Laura Sandeman, who are to be 

in joint charge of the new French, Unit, hope to go out to look 
after preparations at Troyes early in May. Their personnel will 
be housed in the delightfully situated Chateau Chanteloup, at 
Troyes, whilst the patients will be under canvas in the pleasant 
grounds. Their Bacteriological Laboratory willprobably, be in 
charge of Dr. Ellen Porter, and their Radiographer will be Miss 
Stoney. Preparations are being made for two hundred beds, 
and General de Torcy, of Troyes, expresses much satisfaction 
at the expected arrival of the Unit.

At the Abbaye de Royaumont there is hope of an interesting 
extension in the shape of a travelling X-ray apparatus and 
ambulance rest-station. The plans for this are under considera
tion, and will probably mature ere long. Charming letters of 
appreciation from ex-patients in the trenches have been received, 
and it is evident that Royaumont is regarded a most desirable 
haven.

.The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies.
President: Mbs. HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D.
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Treasurer’s Notes.
In previous notes an attempt has been made to show how 

useful and necessary every branch of our normal organisation 
has been to the success of the special and exceptional work 
undertaken by the N.U. since the war. In this connection 
mention must also be made of the Press department, whose 
continuous industry has been instrumental in raising large sums 
by bringing the various activities of the N.U. prominently 
to the notice of the public. The initiative shown by Miss Leaf, 
the late Press Secretary, in this direction requires to be recog
nised, not only in order to be appreciated, but also so as to serve 
as an example for future efforts in the same direction.

To give a few examples of the sums raised in direct response 
to appeals appearing in the newspapers the following, may be 
mentioned :—

In October 800 came in for the Scottish Hospital in 
response to a letter signed by Mrs. Fawcett and appearing in 
four London papers and one provincial paper.

In ’ March a further appeal was made for the Scottish 
Hospitals on behalf of the Serbian Unit, and a letter signed by 
Mr. Charles Roden Buxton in the Daily News resulted in the 
receipt of >185, mostly in small sums, of which a large number 
were contributed by working men and women and the children 
in poor schools.

One of the most important appeals was that signed by Lady 
French, Lady Frances Balfour and Mrs. Fawcett on behalf of 
the Active Service Fund, and forwarded to women's organi
sations and prominent individuals in America and the 

, Overseas Dominions, and by them communicated to the press. 
This appeal brought in a sum of 103 8s., and several cases of 
garments for distribution.

It is specially hoped that Suffragists in the more distant 
portions of the Empire, as well as those in the Mother Country, 
will bear in mind that the needs of the Active Service Fund 
continue to be a‘’severe drain on the resources of the National 
Union which require constant replenishing.

Active Service Fund.
£

Already acknowledged ... 4,733
Miss J. M. Evans (8th monthly)
Miss C. M. Forster (9th 

monthly) ...... ... ...
Miss Alice Robson (Belgian 

Relief) ... ... ... ...
Mrs. Beilby (4th donation) ...
F. M. W. (4th donation)
Staff and Pupils, Gloucester- 

shire School of Domestic

5
5

s. d.
7
2
5
0 
0
0

6
0
0 
0
0

Science (Belgian Relief, 13th 
weekly)

Mrs. Thom ....

Miss A. W. Cooke (5th donation) 
Miss V. Partington (7th 

monthly donation) ...
Professional Women's Patriotic 

Service Fund:—
Mr. Bosch (Sydney)...........
Countess of Wemyss and 

March ......... ............
Received for the Scottish

Women’s Hospital...........

£ s. d.
2 2 0

5 0

2 14
3

0
6

Contributions to the General Fund.

10
5 0

29 18

0
0
0

£4,797 7 1

. £ s. d.
Forward as per list of April 

17th, 1915
Further list of donations 

received:—
Brought forward £21,696 17 

i Cupar W.S.S., per Miss Innes, 
Hon. Treas. '—- -

" Cupar-Fife " 
Serbia):—

(to name
Bed in

Mrs. Westwood (£5), Miss 
Westwood (£1), Miss Caw 
(10s.), Mrs. T. W. Alairdson 
(10s.), Proceeds of Jumble 
Sale (£18) ............

Miss E. H. Lang (Serbia) 
General and Mrs. Stockwell 

(£5 5s. to go to Serbia)
Miss D. E. Bunting (Serbia) 
Birkenhead and District W.S.S.

and Friends per Miss 
Dalby, Hon. Treas. (3rd 
instalment, for “ Birken- 
head ” Bed at Royau- 
mont) :—

Mrs. Gossage (£20), Mrs. 
Lowry (£5), Birkenhead 
Conservative and Unionist 
W.F.A. (£1 2s.), Birken- 
head Women’s Co-operative 
Guild, Central Branch 
£1 ls.), Sums of £1 and 
under (£6 4s.), Eight 
Monthly Subscriptions 
(£1 17s. 6d.) ........ ...

Worcester W.S.S.
Williams,

per Miss
Hon. Treas.

(further contribution to 
“ Worcester ” Bed in

Mrs. Duncan (£5), Rev. and 
Mrs. Duncan (£3), Mrs. 
Townshend (£2 2s.), Lady 
Urwick (£2), G. B. 
Wetherall, Esq. (£2), Boys 
at Cathedral'School (£21s.), 
Mrs. Allen (£1 ls.), Mrs. 
Bottomley (£1 ls.), Miss 
Downing (£1 ls.), Mr. and 
Mrs. Moore Ede (£1 ls.). 
The Misses Barnitt (£1), 
Miss Hamilton (£1), Mrs. 
Moore Ede (£1), Miss Nash 
(£1), Mrs. Berkley (£1), 
Mrs. Talbot (£1), Boys at 
Choir School (£1), Women 
Employees at Russell and
Dorrels (18s. 7d.),,Deanery
Offertory (12s.), ”Mrs.

6d.),

32

Harrington (10s. €..),
Messrs. Horniblow & Son
(10s. 6d.), " Anon.” (10s.), 
" Anon.” (10s.), The Misses 
Binyon (10s.), Mrs. Besley

25
3

10

0 
0

0 
0

(10s.), Mrs. Clarke (10s.), 
Mrs. Fitz Morris (10s.), 
Miss Norbury (10s.), Miss 
Hunt (10s.k Two School- 
girls (10s.), Miss Davis 
(7s. 6d.), Deanery House
hold Collection (6s. 6d.), 
Mrs. Ivor Atkins ' (5s.), 
Miss Downes (5s.), Miss 
Graham (5s.), Miss Hyde 
(5s.), Mrs. Hunt (5s.), Miss 
A. Ogilvey (5s.), Mrs. 
Rogers (5s.), Mrs. Smith

S. d.

10

35

0 
0

6

(5s.), Infirmary Collection 
(5s.), “ Anon." (4 s. 5d.), 
Mrs. Mussen (3s.), Miss 
Bates (2s. "**
bury (2s
(2s. 
(2s. 
(2s. 
(2s. 
(2s.

6d.), 
6d.), 
6d.), 
6d.),6d.),

6d.), Mrs. Cad- 
6d.), Mrs. Day 
Mrs. Harttey 
Mrs. Stinton 
Mrs. Watson

Mrs. F. Webb 
Mrs. Yeates

(2s. 6d.), Sums under 5s.
(2s. 6d.), Collection at
Suffrage Meeting (£11) ...

Tracing Office Staff, Mirrlees, 
Watson & Co., Glasgow, per 
Miss I. Munro (Serbia)

Per Mrs. Thomson :—
Mrs. Thomson (5s.), 

Gillon (2s. 6d.),
Stewart (2s. 6d.), 
J. H. Paterson (2s. 
J. D. Cattanach (ls.) 

“ A Erlend ” (Serbia) 
Miss M. Graham...........  
Mrs. Shield Nicholson ...

Mrs. 
Miss 
Mrs. 
6d.),

Per Mrs. J. w. Henderson 
(towards "Lennox Street” 
Bed):—

Capt. Livingstone Bruce (£2), 
W. J. Henderson (£2), Mrs. 
Tod (£2), Mrs. Mackay 
(£1 ls.), Mrs. Veitch 
(£1 ls.), Mr. Burnen 
(£1 1s ), Miss T. A. Wilson 
(£1 ls.), Mrs. Miller (£1), 
A. W. Mossman, Esq. (£1), 
Miss Bell (£1), Misses 
Torrance (£1), Mrs. Thilane 
(£1), Mrs. Dickson (£1), 
Miss Bevridge (10s.), Miss 
Sang (10s.), Miss Sampson 
(5s.) ... ............

25 0 0

0-

13
5 0

10

17 9

0 
0
0

0
Total ... £21,822 7 3}

- [We regret that owing,to pressure on 
our space we are obliged to hold over 
the remainder of the List of Donations.]

forthcoming MEETINGS.
APRIL 30.

Bristol—40, Park Street—West of England Federation Committee Meeting 11.30 
Women's Patriotic Club, Bedminster—Speaker, Mrs. Cross 8.0

. Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—Mr. Harold Raeburn on ' Impressions - 
whilst Travelling through Russia and the Balkans in War Time » ; 4 30
- , . Patrick Thomson's Tea Room, North Bridge—Whist Drive, in aid of the 
Serbian Unit of the N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s Hospitals for Foreign 
Service—Tickets, 2s. 6d. 3.156.30

Maidenhead—Town Hall—Dr. Elizabeth Sloan Chesser on “Women’s 
Hospitals in the Invaded Countries ”—Chair, Mrs. Robie Uniacke

South Kensington—No. 8 Studio, Bedford Gardens, Campden Hill—Meeting 
in aid of the N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s Hospitals—Speaker. Dr. A-—$8 Lewin—Chair, Miss Sloane Octavia

MAY 3.
Bristol—40, Park Street—Working Party
Manchester—Oldfield Hall, Gardenwall Street, Salford—SouthSuffrage Club ,
Southport—Girls’ Club, 561, Lord Street—Meeting to discuss War 

for Women and proposed Educational Courses

Salford
Service

3.30

Calais.
The enteric epidemic in Flanders being happily so much on 

the wane, the Scottish Women’s work has come to an end there. 
Dr. Phillips and some of the Staff are rejoicing in the continu
ance of their association with Dr. Alice Hutchison, and have 
gone to Serbia with her, whilst some of the other nurses, by no 
means weary of foreign service, are going on to Troyes.

Already acknowledged since 
November 1st, 1914 ........

Received from April 17th to
April 24th, 1915 :—

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Mrs. Paris ... ass
Nme. G. Loppe ... ..
Miss E. D. Coats ... ...
Miss Margaret E, Smith ...

£
820

2

S. d.
15

5 
0
2

6

0
0
0
6

Typewriting and Shorthand.
(Miss Mildred Ransom.)

Educated Women trained as Private Secretaries. 
Careful attention given to each pupil.

Second-hand Typewriters bought and sold.

Meetings reported; MSS. accurately 
copied. First-class work.

195-197, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON,
Telephone - 6302 Paddington. *

Gifts in kind as follows will be gratefully received by Dr. 
Elsie Inglis at 2, St. Andrew Square, .Edinburgh, or at 58, 
Victoria Street; London, S.W. They should be accompanied 
by the names and addresses of the donors.

Clothing, &c., Required for the Hospitals.
Bed jackets, dressing, gowns, bedroom slippers, pyjamas (flannel and 

cotton), day shirts (flannel and cotton), blankets (old and new), draw 
sheets, feather pillows, sheets, towels of all sorts, pillow cases, helpless 
ease shirts, pants, vests, hot-water bottles (rubber), hot-water bottle covers.

AFFILIATION Fees.
Newquay W.S.S. ...
Merthyr W.S.S.
Woburn Sands W.S.S.
Jaunton W.S.S. ...
Lancaster W.S.S. .
Ramsgate W.S.S. ...
Revenoaks W.S.S
Brighton and Hove 

(additional)
Ambleside W S S

W.S.
2

9
5
7

16
9

16

0 
0
3 
9
3 
6
0

7 
7

6
6

[We regret that we-are obliged to hold over till next week the interest
ing account of the Welsh Unit'for Serbia, which it is hopedwill soon - 
be complete.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.

Berwickshire W.S.S.
Croydon W.S.S.................
Goole W.S.S.
Halifax W.S.S. ... ...
Hereford W.S.S...............
Stockport W.S.S..............
Woodbridge W.S.S.
Tiverton W.S.S. (additional)
Alresford W.S.S...............
Rishton W.S.S.................
Scalby W.S.S. ... ...
Dunbar W.S.S.................

DONATIONS.
Mrs. Beilby........................
F. M. W.
Mme. G. Loppe ...........
Miss Bertha Steedman 
Mr. B. Dowson ...........
Mrs. Dowson

£ s.
2 0
2 10

8
12
18

1 2
5
2
8
6

10
15

d. 
0 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
3 
0

Sutton Coldfield— Homewood,” Sutton Goldfield (.by kind invitation of 
Mrs. N. Fowler)—Speaker, Mrs. A. C. Osler

MAY 4.
Bristol— 40, Park Street—Meeting to arrange District Study Circles

" roydon—The Horniman Hall, North End—Mr. G. Lowes Dickinson, on The Economic Causes of War”
, Glasgow—Lynnhurst, Jordon Hill—Drawing-room Concert—Hostess, Mrs. 

Warren—Speaker, Miss E. M. C. Foggo, on “The N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s Hospitals” . ° -
North Kensington—Gymnasium, Johnson Street—Annual Meeting—Sneaker. 

Miss Kathleen Burke, on “The N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s Hospitals”— Chair, The Countess Brassey ■
. Paddington—6, Hatherley Grove, Westbourne Grove (.by kind permission oi Messrs. Owen)—Working Party for London Units of the Scottish HospitalsRutherglen Lecture .byDr. Mary F. Nanneth (illustrated by lantern 

slides), on Holland in Peace and War ”—Proceeds for the N U W S S Scottish Women’s Hospitals - ’
Worcester Park (Surrey)Cafe Royal—Public Meeting—Mrs. Mauchlin on 

War Service for Women ’’—Chair, Mrs. Maurice Hill
MAY 6.

. Bristol-Broad Plain — Mothers’ Meeting — Speaker, Miss Tanner, on ‘ Women Police ”

3.30

3.30

5
5
2
5

0 
0
0 
0 
0 
0

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0

£861 2 0

Annual Meeting Appeal for the Active Service Fund.

Already acnowledged ... 
Miss Catherine E. Berridge 
Braintree W.S.S............
Wokingham W.S.S.

£ s. d.
1,033 - 7 

no
3 0

0 
0 
0
0

Mrs. S. M. Asp land
Mrs. Peter Macdonald

£ s. d.
2 2 0

10 0
£1,040 16 0

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention

Esher—Drawing-room Meetings, in aid of the N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s
HospitaS] i _ . Afternoon and Evening.Newcastle-on-Tyne—Bible House, Pilgrim Street—Miss Elizabeth Stevenson 
on Economic Substitution in Time of War ”

Wallasey and Wirral—St. Paul's Schools, Seacombe—Tipperary Club 
MAY 7. — '

Blackheath—“ Elmsdale,” Blackheath Park—Hostess, Mrs. R. H. Green— 
Speakers. Dr. Hazel Cuthbert and Miss Douglas Irvine

Manchester—Unitarian Schools, Wilbraham Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy— Speaker, Miss Illingworth •
. South Kensington— No. 8 Studio, Bedford Gardens. Campden Hill—Meeting 
in aid or the N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s Hospitals—Hostess, Miss Sloane— 
Speaker, Miss Rosamond Smith °

7.30
7.30

3.30

THE WOMEN’S MUNICIPAL PARTY.
NON-PARTY. President : THE DUCHESS OF MARLBOROUGH.

7, EVELYN HOUSE, 62, OXFORD STREET, W.
For all particulars of Special Meetings apply Secretary. Tel.: Museum IB 2.

THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.
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WHY KEEP USELESS JEWELLERY?
The large London Market enables 
ROBINSON Bros. of - 

5, Hampstead Rd. (nr. Maple’s). W. & 127, Fenchurch St. E.C. 
To give best prices for OLD GOLD and SILVERJEWEL 
LEkY. GOLD. SILVER, PLATINUM. DIAMONDS, 
PEARLS. EMERALDS, SI LVERPLATE.ANTIQUES, 
&c.. in any form, condition) or quantity. Licensed valuer and 
appraisers. Telephone, Museum 2036.

ALL PARCELS receive offer or cash, by return post.

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.
Teh words, 9d per insertion; ev^ry additional teh 

words, 6d. per insertion. Four insertions for the 
price of three. All advertisements should be 
addressed to The Manager, The Common Cause 
Publishing Co., Ltd., 14, Great Smith-st., I estminster, 
and must be received not later than first post 
Wednesday:

ANNOUNCEMENTS.
A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL UNION would be
A grateful for gifts (or loan) of tennis rackets, net, 
balls, netting, or shoes, to start a club for girls.—Ad- 
dress, Miss Driscoll, " Caerleon," Mount Pleasant, 
Chepstow, Mon. -_____________________ 
Memorial Hall, Manchester,MondaysMazarth,
RECITAL OF PIANOFORTE DUETS AND SOLOS

By HOPE SQUIRE and FRANK MERRICK.
Tickets 5/- (reserved). 2/6 and 1/-, from Messrs. FORSYTH

Bros., 126, Deansgate, and at the door.

POSITION VACANT.
HE Glasgow Society for Women’s Suffrage wants 

an experienced organiser for the beginning of 
September.—Apply, by letter, Suffrage Offices, 202. 
Hope-st., stating experience and salary required.

POSITION WANTED.

Demoiselle BELGE.— Pianiste. Violoniste (Laur- 
late). Conservatoire Liege desire entrer dans 

ana famille Anglaise au pair.—References, Ecrire, 
A. V., 8, Talbot-vd.. Bayswater W

MOTORING, Etc.
LADY TEACHES MOTOR DRIVING, 

RUNNING REPAIRS, ENGINE INSTRUCTION.
Dadies trained as Private Chaffeur^s. or as Drivers of Vans.

Hon. G: BORTHWICK, 55c, Greencoat Place,
Ashley Gardens, S.W.

MISS A. PRESTON
Teaches Motor Driving, “ Running Repairs. ”
Country Pupils. Officially rscommondcd by the R.A.O.
2, ST. MARY ABBOTT’S PLACE, KENSINGTON.

POSITION VACANT.
I ANTED, Lady Chauffeur, to drive private car; 
H London district; state certificates, experience, if 
able to do running repairs, weekly salary, &c.—Apply 
Box 5,006, Common Cause Office.

FOR SALE.
GPECIAL OFFER. WAR WORK. MOTOR FIELD 
• KITCHEN—Red Cross and St. John’s Ambulance 
specification; ready for immediate delivery, £250; also 
2-stretcher ambulance with 4 seats, £250 complete — 
Apply Hon. G. Borthwick, 55c, Greencoat-pl., Ashley- 
gardens, S.W.

GARDENING, &c.
ARMING FOR WOMEN—Practical training • for 

colonial life or home farming, and in market 
gardening on large dairy and mixed farm; riding and 
driving; short or long courses; excellent opening for 
trained student.—Mrs. Gardner, Prestbury Park Farm, 
Cheltenham..

Gardening FOR health in a Sussex Village.— 
Ladies received; charming country residence; 

elevated position; efficient instruction; month or 
term; individual consideration.—Peake, Parsonage 
Place, Udimore, near Rye, Sussex.

EDUCATIONAL & PROFESSIONAL.
R8. AYRES PURDIE, A.L.A.A., recovers overpaid

Income Tax, buys or sells Stocks and Shares, 
effects all kinds of Insurances and Annuities, Mort- 
gages. Loans, or Reversions, or any business of a 
legal or financial nature.—Hampden House, 3, King" 
way. ‘Phone: Central 6049.

ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY, 69, Upper Street, N.
. MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist, 

Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Asst. Dental Surgeon. Esto. 35 Yrs.
Gas Administered Daily by Qualified Medical Man. - ' - 

Nurse in Attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Post Card fr Pariphlet. N.B.—No show case at door. 

CONSULTATION FREE. Telephone: North 3795.

ruo GIRLS SEEKING A USEFUL AND ATTRACTIVE
I CATLING.—ANSTEY COLLEGE FOR PHYSICAL 

TRAINING AND HYGIENE, ERDINGTON, WAR- 
WICKSHIRE, offers a full teachers* training in 
Physical Culture, including Swedish Educational 
and Medical Gymnastics, Dancing in all its 
branches, indoor and outdoor games. Swimming, 
Hygiene, Anatomy, Physiology, &C.

GOOD POSTS OBTAINED AFTER TRAINING.

WOODVILLE SCHOOL OF 
DOMESTIC SCIENCE.

ANDSWORTH, Birmingham, offers careers for 
women. Students assisted in finding posts. 

Certificates awarded. Two reduced vacancies for 
those affected by. the War.—Miss Ross, Principal.

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING.

mary McLachlan, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester.

TYPEWRITING. TRANSLATIONS. Best work
Special terms to Suffragists.— Mrs. Marks, The 

I Moorgate Typewriting Co., 63, Finsbury Pavement, 
E.C. Telephone, 5838 London Wall.

Templar PRINTING works, BIRMINGHAM - 
R. Crombleholme, General Manager. Enquiries 

l solicited.

LAUNDRY.
USH HILL PARK STEAM LAUNDRY, 19-20, Second- 
Avenue, Enfield. Proprietor, Miss M. B. Lattimer. 

Best family work, under personal supervision of 
trained experts; Open-air drying. Stand-done shirts 
and collars. Specialities : flannels, silks, fine linen, 
laces, &c. Prompt attention to parcels sent by post.

DRESSMAKING, MILLINERY, &c.

ARTISTIC hand-embroidered dresses, coats,. and 
jibbahs. Special. prices during war time.

Designs,. &c., on application.—Maud Barham (Late 
186, Regent-st.), 33-34, Haymarket, S.W. Facing Picca- 
dilly Tube .Station.

DRESSMAKING; Costumes, Day and Evening
Gowns, Blouses, Re-modelling; ladies own 

materials made up at moderate charges.—Miss 
Baxell, 19, Richmond-rd., Westbourne-gr., W.
TAILOR-MADE COSTUMES.—Latest West-End and 
- Paris styles, from 34 guineas. Patterns sent on 
application.—H. NELISSEN, Ladies’ Tailor, 14, Great 
Titchfeld-st.. Oxford-st., W. (near Waring’s).

FOR SALE AND WANTED.

ARTIFICIAL TEETH (old) bought; we pay abso
lutely highest genuine prices—up to 5b. 6d. per

tooth pinned on vulcanite; 10s. on silver; 12b. 6d. on 
gold; 35s. on platinum. Immediate cash. If offer 
not accepted, we return parcel post free. Satisfaction 
guaranteed.—S. Cann & Co., 69a, Market-st., Man- 
Chester. Bankers, Parrs. Mention ‘‘C. C.”

ATHEENIC UNDERWEAR is made from the best 
materials, guaranteed unshrinkable, and gives 

lasting wear. Write for Free Book, and buy direct at 
first cost.—Dept. 8, Atheenic Mills, Hawick, Scotland.

)ARRISTER‘S WIFE wishes to sell child’s iron cot 
) and best quality mattress, length 4 ft. 6in., 25s.; 

. also 3 double-bed blankets. Maple’s finest quality, 
practically unused:—Box 5,004, COMMON CAUSE Office.

TRISH LINEN Fabric—" FLAXZELLA"—with new
1 silky finish, makes ideal Skirts and Blouses. 
Washable,: durable,, uncrushable. 112d. to 2s. 42d. 
yard. 200 Patterns FREE 1 Send Postcard to-day I— 
HUTTON’S, 159, Larne, Ireland. i >

[ADY: wishes to communicate with someone to buy 
L her slightly-worn shoes, best makes, - size .7or 
narrow 72—Box 5,005, COMMON CAUSE Office.

LUXURIANT HAIR.—Grey hair restored to its 
natural colour, baldness prevented, and dandruff 

cured by using Luxur Hair Tonic; no dangerous 
ingredients; trial package is. post free—Luxur Co., 
165, Shirland-rd., Maida Vale, London, W.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash;
$ costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, "curtains, 

lounge suits, trousers, and children's clothing of 
every description; parcels sent will be valued, and 
cash sent by return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. .

( HELSEA.—Share of small furnished flat offered by 
V lady artist; situation high and open.—H., 130, El 
Park-mansions, Chelsea.
(1 OATHLAND, on the Yorkshire Moors—House to let, 
U furnished with old oak; 5- bedrooms; sanitary 
certificate; garden; golf—Obit, Orchard.

Hampstead garden suburb.—Furnished room, 
very moderate.—Address, “ Self Help,” COMMON 

Cause Office.
O LET.—Furnished cottage in lovely Cotswold 

country, near Stroud; 2 sitting and 4 single bed- 
rooms; garden and orchard; 3 guineas weekly.—Apply 
Mrs. Knowles, 10, Norfolk-rd., St. John's Wood, N.W.

WANTED.
ANTED within 2 hours of London, preferably near

South Coast, a. small unfurnished cottage, 2 
sitting-rooms, kitchen, 3 to 4 bedrooms. Rent, in
cluding taxes not to exceed £30.—Box 4,073, COMMON 
Cause Office.

WHERE TO LIVE.
OGNOR.—Comfortable apartments; recommended, 

minute sea.—Mrs. Bateman, Sea Glen.

Brooklyn private hotel.—Earl's Court Square 
(Warwick Road corner), finest centre all parts;

12 minutes’ Piccadilly; quiet, separate tables; strictly 
inclusive terms from 5s. day, 31s. 8d. weekly, B. and 
B. 4s.; private sitting-rooms, 218.; electric light 
throughout; own private garage free. Tel: 344 
Western.

HAMPSTEAD SUBURB.—Lady offers bright ‘bed- 
sitting-room to lady worker; every convenience;, 

suit vegetarian; attendance arranged.—Box 5,005, 
Common Cause Office.

Hostel for lady. WORKERS, students, and 
. others; central and convenient for all parts;

terms moderate.—Miss Sullivan, 59, Albany-sV., 
Regent's-pk. (Portland-rd. Station, W.)-

HOSTEL for STUDENTS, Professional Women, and 
other Ladies. Near British Museum, University 

College and Women’s School of Medicine. Central, 
quiet.—Miss H. Veitch-Brown, 6, Lansdowne-pl., 
Brunswick-sq., W.C;

PROFESSIONAL MAN’S FAMILY in Hampstead 
would be glad to hear of student or other worker 

as paying guest.—Box 4,083, Common Cause Office.

PRIVATE HOTEL FOR LADIES. Very quiet and 
refined, 13, St. George's-sq., Westminster. Bed-.

room, breakfast', bath, and attendance from 4s. Id.— 
Write, or wire. Miss Davies.

THE NATIONAL UNION.

ACTIVE SERVICE FUND.
1 enclose p.Shega, for £ : s. d. for relief and educational work organised by the

National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies in connection with the war.
Nam. - - ______ ______ de ' — - _ , -an - - :a — edzsma :

(Mrs., Miss, Esq., or other Title.)
.. A ddress __________ _ _____ ' .

Cheques to be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. Auerbach, crossed London County and Westminster Bank, and sent
_ to the N.U.W.S.S., Parliament Chambers, 14, Great Smith Street, London, S.W.

Printed (and the Trade supplied) by the National Press Agency LTD., Whitefriars House, Carmelite St., London, for the Proprietors, The Common 
CAUSE PUBLISHING Co. LTD., and Published at 14, Great Smith, St., Westminster. London1. George Vickers. Manchester: John Heywood; Abel 
Heywood & Son; W. H. Smith & Son. Nerucastle-on-Tyne: W. H. Smith & Son. Edinburgh and Glasgow: J. Menzies & Co. Dublin ah^ 
Belfast: Eason & Son.


