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The Special Number of “ The Common Cause " which should have 
been published this week has been postponed on account of the 
Strike and of the consequent difficulties in the way of the distribu
tion of newspapers.

Notes and News.
The Strike.

The COMMON Cause goes to press this week at a moment of 
grave uncertainty. It is possible that before these lines are 
printed the railway strike declared last Saturday may have 
extended into a General Strike. It is possible, also, that a way 
of conciliation may have been found, and that something like 
normal life may have been resumed. , This is no place in which to 
argue the rights and wrongs of the question at issue between the 
railway men and the Government. The gravest element of the 
situation is that many people on both sides proclaim their con
viction that the struggle was inevitable, and that the only question 
was when it should begin. We, ourselves, cannot assent to this 
view. Deep as are the differences of opinion between various 
sections of the community as to what social justice requires, we 
believe the citizens who place the good of the whole community 
before the questions of any one section could, if they were given 
the opportunity, adjust these differences arid find a way to peace. 
The obstacle to their doing so is lack of knowledge, and conse
quent lack of power. The vast majority of the people in this 
country do not want strife, or class-war, or any unfair advan
tage ; what they want is fair play for all—and peace. The 
different classes do not hate each other, and do not want to 
strangle each other. Unhappily, however, they do to some 
extent distrust each other, and this distrust engendered by the 
mistakes and injustices of the past is naturally strongest in some 
of those who have to take a leading part in the struggle on 
both sides. It is ready to flame up at any spark. In this case 
only the change of a word in a Government message was 
required to kindle it. It is the duty of the great mass of public- 
spirited citizens, among whom are the newly-enfranchised 
women to refuse to let themselves be inflamed by it, and to 
resist all temptation to be led away by the prejudices of class, or 
by passions springing from ancient wrongs.. They must insist 
on knowing all the facts. They must take every means open 
to them of hearing both sides. Above all, they must demand 
that the Government which represents them shall find a way to 
peace, and shall not allow the country to drift into a state of 
strife which no one desires and which would be the greatest pos
sible disaster for our national life.

Women and the Strike.
If the great strike had come upon us before 1914 no Govern

ment would have called upon women volunteers to help to keep 
things going. It is a measure of our progress in these five years 
that women motor drivers should be called for as a matter of 
course; that the voluntary workers who register volunteers for 
public service at Grosvenor House should be mostly women; 
that the demobilisation of the W.R.N.S. should be one of the 
precautionary measures taken by the authorities. The women 
of the Women’s Services have the advantage of being disciplined, 
of being accustomed to work with men as well as under arms, 
and of being uniformed and therefore recognised by the public 
as responsible persons with public duties to perform and a 
tradition of competence and courage behind them. The 
stoppage in demobilising the W.R.N.S. is a commentary on the 
irresponsible complaints lately made upon the superfluity of 
uniformed women in this time of transition. The Army and 
Navy (and the W.R.N.S. as part of the naval forces) are being 
used to protect the ordinary citizen against unconstitutional 
attempts upon his liberty. That women should be among he 
guardians of liberty is an earnest and symbol of the fact that 
they have obtained their own political freedom.

An Unjust Scale.
The Ministry of Labour has announced that the out-of-work 

donation for persons thrown out of employment by the strike 
will be on the following scale. Married men and widowers 
with a child or dependent children under fifteen, will receive 
25s. per week. Single men, or widowers with no children 
under fifteen, 15s. per week. Women, 12s. per week. Boys 
between fifteen and eighteen, 7s. 6d., and girls between fifteen 
and eighteen, 6s. This scheme makes no provision whatever 
for widows with dependent children. An unmarried man with 
no children will receive 3s. more than a woman with a family 
dependent on her. No explanation is given of this change in 
the existing rates of unemployment donation which provide for 
dependent children. We indignantly protest against the rate 
if 12s. being applied indiscriminately to women, and against 
the gross inequality of the whole scale.

The War Cabinet’s Report.
The Report of the War Cabinet for 1918 is not news but 

history; it records the highest point of the national effort, the 
turning point, of the war, and the beginning of the process of 
reconstruction. There is, one is glad to see, no special para
graph devoted to “ women's work," but women’s co-operation 
in all forms of work for their country is taken for granted and 
acknowledged in the sober terms befitting citizen-service in 
national emergency. The year 1918 saw the doubling of the 
trained section of the Women’s Land Army, the increase to 
three hundred thousand of the village women employed, whole 
or half-time, on the land, the culmination of the replacement of 
male workers by one and a half million women, the increase of 
women in the uniformed women’s services to a quarter of a 
million. Six million women were engaged in whole-time work. 
So much for their quantitative part in the final war year. Of 
the quality of their work it is sufficient to quote the verdict 
that their employment “ revealed a source of national strength 
whose existence had never been fully realised.” They may 
at first have been employed faute de mieux; their physical 
strength and mental capacity alike improved. But nothing- could 
show more plainly the confidence inspired by women in respon
sible administrative posts than the appointment this week of 
Miss Hopwood of the Food Ministry as London Distribution 
Officer during the strike. It is an open secret that much of the 
good work of this as of other Ministries was done by its female
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staff, and it is only outsiders who express surprise at so suitable 
an arrangement as that of a trained woman as London’s house- 
keeper.

Women as Health Advisers.
The constitution has now been announced of the Consultative 

' Councils set up to advise the Ministry of Health. For England 
there are four councils, and it is satisfactory to learn that at 
least half of the Council advising on General Health Questions 
are to be women. The official paid guardians of the nation’s 
health may be chiefly men, but in the homes of the people it is 
the mother who bears almost the whole responsibility. This 
point was made by the women’s organisations which pressed for 
a special Advisory Council representing women, and its justice 
has been recognised in the selection of the members of this 
Council at least. The advisers on National Health Insurance 
and Local Health Administration, like those on the Medical and 
Allied Services, are men in the proportion of twenty to two. A 
large number of them are appointed as representatives of bodies 
such as trade unions, scientific associations, and local authori- 
ties, and as these bodies are at present constituted, it is natural 
that men should be appointed as their spokesmen. It is for 
women to press for larger representation at this earlier stage, 
and this they will no doubt do with success in the near future, 
thus giving the Government an opportunity of enlisting the 
services of a greater number of expert women, and recognising 
more adequately their importance in what all sections of opinion 
agree in holding to be their sphere.

Medical and Allied Council.
The selection of Miss Frances Ivens, M.S., and Dr. Janet 

Lane Claypon as advisers to the Medical and Allied Services 
will be welcomed by all thinking women. Dr. Ivens is a 
specialist in gynecological surgery; she is well known as the 
recipient of the French Croix de Guerre avec-Palme for service 
under fire at Villers Cotterets, and for her devoted work at 
Royaumont, where, beginning to operate immediately after a 
hurried and perilous retreat from her evacuated hospitals, she 
continued for a week with hardly any rest, and performed in 
fourteen days many hundreds of serious operations. Dr. Lane 
Claypon, Warden of King’s College for Women, is our foremost 
authority on the chemistry of milk as well as a distinguished 
figure in the educational world. Women have always been 
prominent in the Health Administration of Cambridge, and this 
is recognised by the appointment of Mrs. Dimsdale to the 
Council on Local Health Administration, where the other woman 
member is Miss Broadbent, of the Marylebone Board of 
Guardians. Miss Mary Macarthur on the Council for National 
Health Insurance has for colleague Miss Florence, of the 
Women Clerks and Secretaries Friendly Society.

Pride and Conquest.
. The first number of The Woman Teacher, the organ of the 
National Federation of Women Teachers, appeared on Septem- 
ber 26th. It is a gallant venture and we wish it, and predict for 
it, all success. We know of few organisations outside the 
National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship which give us 
so strong a sense of the solidarity of women as this Federation. 
Its President, Miss Agnes Dawson, was, a few years ago, one 
of the most enterprising and indefatigable of the members of the 
London Society of the N.U.W.S.S. She was then,, and she is 
now, on fire with the passionate love of freedom which inspired 
the Women’s Movement in its early days, and which- is its only 
hope now that it has grown up, and is faced with new difficulties 
and new problems. Miss Dawson tells us, in her Foreword in 
The "Woman Teacher, that “ Pride and Conquest is the watch- 
word of the Federation,” and, she continues, “ Weare proud of 
the women in our midst, who have stood so firmly in spite of per- 
secution until women in our land were granted a measure of 
political freedom. > We are proud of the women who, in the 
remotest rural school, carry on arid hold fast to their principles,” 
and again, “What the Women’s Suffrage Movement began is 
left for women workers generally to continue; it is for us to 
establish a freedom and equality of opportunity amongst women 
which has been denied them hitherto.”

New Fields to Conquer.
The words quoted above are the words of a leader, of one 

who sees clearly the struggle to come and the cost of it, but 
who is absolutely convinced that victory is certain. It is this 
faculty of clear vision, and of sterling ability—combined with 
the trained imagination which never loses sight of the goal 
in the multitude of present cares—which distinguishes the Fede

ration as a whole and which has won for it its position and 
enabled it to compel attention to its demands. Every good 
feminist should support . the Federation and should be 
inspired by its example of courage and clear vision to go 
forward with boldness, climbing peak after peak until at last, 
and it will be a long last, the principle, so glibly professed but 
so inadequately practised, of equal status and opportunities for 
men and women in every human sphere is an accomplished fact.

Women’s Suffrage in South America.
Good news of the progress of Women’s Suffrage comes 

from South America. A Suffrage Bill is to be introduced into 
the Argentine House of Deputies by the Socialist Deputy, Dr. 
Regelio Araya, and we hear that arrangements are being made 
for a Pan-American Congress in Buenos Aires in July, 1921, 
and that Mrs. Chapman Catt has promised to preside. In the 
neighbouring Republic of Uruguay much progress has also been 
made in the Women’s Movement. The President, Dr. 
Balthasar Brum, is a strong Feminist who recently made a 
suffrage speech which is printed in full in our contemporary the 
Accion Feminina of Monte Video. After remarking how the 
French Revolution, while proclaiming the Rights of Man, 
failed to establish the equality of the sexes, and left women in a 
state of irritating inferiority with regard, not only to political, 
but to civil and family rights, the President went on to say : 
" In our country, I observe it with real pride, men have made 
it their business to improve the status of women, without wait- 
ing for women themselves to demand it. In a very short time 
many disastrous inequalities have been removed from our laws, 
and woman has been reinstated in her full rights. This is all 
the more honourable for us because it has not happened every
where, and even in the few countries where women have secured 
recognition of their rights, this has not taken place (as it has 
here) by the spontaneous and whole-hearted action of man,' but 
has been conquered after a long and painful struggle.” The 
President went on to point out how all over the world the war 
had been a powerful assistance to women, by giving them the 
opportunity to show how fit they were to take part in all 
struggles, to co-operate with men, when necessary, to replace 
them. It had made even the nations which had most strenuously 
resisted the recognition of equality obliged to proclaim it in spite 
of all the obstacles of selfishness and prejudice. Uruguay has a 
very active National Council of Women, with Dr. Pauline Luisi 
as President.

The Equal Moral Standard and the Empire.
Mrs. Dixon, whose wonderful work against the evils of the 

Cantonment system in India is well-known to all readers of 
the Shield, is now. in England, and is carrying on a cam
paign for the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene. The 
object of the campaign is to' demand that the equal moral 
standard shall be established not only in the Mother country, 
but throughout the British Empire. At present, our great 
Dependencies come far short of the hightest standard of English 
law. The time has come when an effort should be made to 
bring their law into conformity with it. Mrs. Dixon, holds, 
however, that this is not primarily a question of legislation, but 
of educated public opinion. Her recent experiences have 
strengthened her in this view. During the last year, she has 
addressed over twenty-four thousand men and women, and has 
everywhere met with an enthusiastic response. 1 No body of 
people have shown themselves more susceptible to the appeal' 
to justice than the British soldiers in India,' to whom she has 
constantly spoken. Mrs. Dixon thinks that some of those who 
wish to legislate for the bodily health of our troops, without 
regard to other considerations would be surprised if they could 
once realise how the men resent being treated in this way, and 
with what intense eagerness they listen to those who 
speak to them from the standpoint- of justice and right. 
We wish success to Mrs. Dixon and her association in 
their coming labours and we hope that all women’s organisa- 
tions will do what they can to help. Women Citizens’ Associa
tions and others who would like to be in touch with the work 
that is going on should write to Mrs. Dixon, or Miss Alison 
Neilans, at the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene. 
19, Tothill-street, S.W.i.

Peace Work of the Red Cross.
The British Red Cross Society and the Order of St. John 

have agreed to carry on in time of peace the same kind of work 
for the benefit of the sick and helpless that they did for the long 
years of war. That this should be so is a material advantage— 

something saved from the locusts which have destroyed so much 
that we had before the catastrophe. Naturally enough, the Red 
Cross will continue to care for the sick or disabled ex-soldier, 
supplementing the work of the pensions authorities aS it did 
the efforts of the War Office to tend its broken men. Then it will 
do for the civil hospital patient many of the kind offices, that 
meant so much for the soldier, carrying on the Library scheme 
and organising the efforts of those who are willing to sew or knit 
for the sick and to provide the extra comforts that doctors and 
nurses cannot provide owing to lack of funds or labour. It will 
concentrate much of its energy on Child Welfare, co-ordinating 
the work of many societies that have hitherto acted inde- 
pendently. The Voluntary Aid Detachments will still continue 
some kind of connection with the Territorial Force, and the 
ambulances used during the war will be placed under local 
directors and be at the disposal of the sick all over the country, 
which, strange to say, has never had any efficient ambulance 
service outside the large towns. In this new scheme something 
has been borrowed from the French Red Cross, which by its pre
scribed service in Poor Law infirmaries, has long provided a 
modicum of practical training for its workers, while ours were 
purely theoretical in.their attainments The peace-service of our 
Red Cross will tend to become a glorification of the ' ‘ social 
work ” and “ district visiting ” about which many cruel things 
have been said, but which, in spite of its exploitation by busy- 
bodies: and incompetents had as. its ideal the offer of help without 
patronage, which those needing it could accept without servility. 
The tradition of the Red Cross is that of respect and gratitude 
to its patients as well as to the workers, and this spirit carried 
into voluntary ministrations to the sick of the more necessitous 
of our town and country people, may well work a revolution in 
our social life.

Women and the Housing Campaign.
We are glad to hear of the practical work that is being done 

by the Garden Cities, and Town-Planning Association (3, Grays 
Inn Place, W.C.1) to help to make it possible for women to 
take an active part in the housing campaign. The Housing 
Act of 1919 will not gain much living force until the citizens of 
every county and borough have realised the duties and powers 
which it gives to local authorities and have brought the pressure 
of public opinion to bear on their own councils. There are many 
districts,' urban and rural, where the local authorities would 
welcome the assistance of an outside Committee of enthusiastic 
men and women. We hope that the propaganda undertaken by 
the Garden Cities and Town Planning Association, will make the 
formation of such Committees general. The Association 
welcomes the help of all women’s organisations and Women 
Citizens’ Associations which have not yet come into direct con- 
tact with it should write to the Headquarters’for information.

Lodgings for Babies.
The attempt to make life possible for unmarried mothers and 

their-children began, as was natural, with helping the women to 
some employment which should permit them to keep their children 
with them. It became Obvious that a wage-earning woman could 
not, without help, care for a very young child, and hostels for 
mothers and babies, where the infants could be cared for during 
the day by a skilled person were instituted, though their number 
is still lamentably insufficient. But when the child is a year or 
eighteen months old his mother must leave the hostel to make 
room for some one in more urgent need. Then it appears that the 
lodging houses which will have fatherless babies are either very 
unsatisfactory from the health point of view, or from a moral 
standpoint. Miss Inez Skrine, who has founded successively a 
Weaving Studio for unmarried mothers, a hostel to house its 
workers, the Margaret Day Nursery for Fatherless Children, 
with its Mothers"’ Club, now wishes to provide a house where the 
women who use the day nursery can live with their children, each 
in her own furnished room. The. initial outlay might be con- 
siderable, but grants for the upkeep of such a house, if well 
managed, would be available from the Ministry of Health. Some 
such provision is a necessity if unmarried mothers are to regain 
an independent self-reliant existence, and it will doubtless meet 
with the support to tide it over the initial difficulties.

Good Milk.
At a time when pessimistic scientists speak as though the 

choice of the milk-consumer lay merely between the innutritlous 
sterilised fluid on which babies die merely of inability to live 
and dirty natural milk, swarming with germs of enteric, it is 
cheering to read in the Journal of the Royal Society of Arts,

Professor Armstrong’s opinion that the buyer who knows good 
milk from bad will be able to get the good even in London. 
Mr. Robert Mond, he says, has for the last dozen years under
taken the supply of pure milk to the. Infants’ Hospital, Vincent 
Square. Some five thousand mothers have visited the out- 
patients’ department, and “having learnt to recognise good 
milk—by taste, smell, and its curdling power with rennet— 
they have found very little difficulty, after using appropriate 
language, in Obtaining from the existing dairies scattered all 
over the slums and suburbs of London, a suitable milk for their 
babies. ” The' scientists supply-the knowledge, the mothers, the 
energy and the “ appropriate language,” and the milk—of 
which unaided scientists despair—is forthcoming.

It is to be hoped that Rat-week, appointed for the fourth 
week in October by the Board of Agriculture and the Ministry 
of Health, will result in a reduction of the rat population. At 
present it is, at any rate, as numerous as the human inhabitants 
of these islands, is capable of multiplying a millionfold in two 
or three years, and costs the country, at a moderate computa- 
tion, £40,000,000 per annum. It is obvious that we in England 
can no longer afford to maintain a rat each in these times of 
scarcity. ..Unluckily, the scientific people tell us that reduction 
of the rat population will, unless we take precautions, be 
followed by an increase in mice, and house-mistresses, warned 
of this danger, will do well to forestall Rat-week by making 
their houses as far as possible mouse-proof lest the hue-and-cry, 
the traps, poison, and ferrets of October should induce mice, 
when disturbed from their accustomed haunts, to take refuge 
in houses from, which they cannot easily be dislodged. . The 
mouse has not so bad a record as the rat as a plague carrier or 
conveyer of trichinosis, but the Australian mouse plague of 
1917, with its million pounds worth of damage, made it clear 
that mouse diseases are transmissible to domestic animals, and 
that defilement of food by mice may have fatal effects upon 
human beings.’ The Rats and Mice. Destruction Bill now before 
Parliament makes harbouring rats and mice a punishable 
offence, but until this is passed action is possible under the 
Defence 61 the Realm Act against persons taking no measures 
to rid infested premises of these animals, The British Museum’s 
Natural History (Economic Series) Handbook No. 8 gives 
almost unprintable details of the ravages of rats in refreshment 
houses, and suggests that no rat or mouse infested house 
should be licensed for refreshments. Fortunately, the house- 
wife’s remedies are simple. Almost any trap (though one which 
catches • without killing the mouse will warn other possible 
victims) : any bait attractive to rodents, but not elsewhere 
obtainable on the infested premises, stopping mouse-runs with 
powdered glass and cement; not leaving food or edible refuse 
accessible' to either resident or visiting mice. The Board of 
Agriculture’s Leaflet states that there is no ground for the 
belief that phosphorous paste mummifies without odour the body 
of a mouse that eats it. More important is the warning as to 
the careful use of “ Virus,” which is uncertain as a destructive 
agent, and may possibly infect human beings with enteritis. 
Evidently, the cat, harmless as well as necessary, is our best 
friend in this respect. . Country people should look out for mice 
emigrating from threshing yards this autumn, and get rid of 
them before they have time to found a family.

Adelina Patti.
Even to the most materialistically minded a great artist seems 

immortal, and Adelina Patti will live in the hearts not only of 
those who heard her in her prime but in the tradition of the 

. people for all time. Not so much for her operatic triumphs will 
this memory remain green for the ordinary person, but for the 
supreme simplicity—that highest art—with which she 
expressed the primitive' and universal emotions. It is easy to 
smile at her inevitable encore, “ Home, Sweet Home,” but the 
smile becomes a smile of joy rather than of amusement that she 
could so unite herself with thousands, even millions,. of her 
humble fellow-creatures. To adapt a well-worn quotation, we 
may well say one touch of Art it is that makes the whole world 

. kin. In the world of Art there is indeed neither male nor 
female, bond nor free. The artist receives the recognition due 
to his art and to that alone. Would that the controversialist 
could understand the significance of this fact, for Art is the 
almost perfect medium through which truth reveals itself and 
makes its habitation with mankind. We honour the memory 
of Adelina Patti because she was a great artist and because 
through her art it was given to her to vindicate the full humanity 
of women.



308 THE COMMON CAUSE. October 3, 1919. October 3, 1919. THE COMMON CAUSE. 309

OUR EQUALITY PROGRAMME AND CLASS BOUNDARIES.
By Mrs; Margaret HEITLAND.

HAT is the equality for which we of the National Union 
are working? “Sex equality,” most of us would 
answer if our reply were to be quite brief. That 

no such state as literal and absolute equality can 
be reached, we are all aware. We realise that 

equality is an ideal to be approached rather .than attained; 
and that the approach is made by the removal of all inequalities 
which are not rooted in the physical being of men and women. 
The equality for which we are striving (in whatever words we 
may define it) is equality between men as men and women as 
women; and, since we hold that women have been unfairly 
treated compared with men, it becomes our task to abolish by 
united effort the hardships and disadvantages which law .or 
custom has imposed on women. The ‘ ‘ Equal Citizenship ’ ’ for 
which our National Union stands is the equal citizenship of 

, women with men.
Strangers to our Union sometimes 'ask whether bur “ Equal 

Citizenship” implies the equality of everybody or even the 
equality of women with each other. We tell them in reply that 
our actual programme does not go beyond the removal of those 
disabilities which our present social system lays on women by 
reason of their womanhood. We tell them further—and it is 
self-evident—that the Societies within our Union will have 
enough to do in getting the principle of sex equality accepted 
and practised without adding to their undertakings.

Yet the object of every organisation, is linked up with other 
objects; and with us unquestionably the object of sex equality 
does stand in near relationship to the greater ideal of a general 
human equality. It is for no mere rhetorical or rhythmical 

. reason that Fraternity is linked with Equality, and both with 
Liberty, in the expressed ideal of two of our freedom-seeking 
Allies. A measure of fraternity must be gained before we can 
begin the fight for equality. It is useless for one woman to 
demand equality for her sex: women must be united in fraternity 
before they can possess force enough to make their claim heard. 
Our opponents in the past understood this, and sought con
tinually to break up the fraternity of women by urging the 
individual woman to stand alone, to enjoy flattery or material 
comfort and to dissociate herself from her fellow-women. They 
knew that they could dominate or buy off individual women, 
but that they could not defeat women knit closely together in 
union for the sake of a “ Common Cause.” Thus, inevitably, 
women have been brought into close association with each other; 
their cohesion has been an indispensable condition of victory.

We must maintain this cohesion; we must increase it, for on 
the solidarity of women we must rely if we are to gain equal 
franchise powers, opportunities for earning an equal wage with 
men and an equal share in the conduct both of State and domestic 
affairs. The solidarity of women is threatened from many sides. 
The appeal now made to the vanity of individual women is 
different- in kind from the old appeal. “ Dear madam,” said 
the ancient intriguers, “ you are an exceptional woman, gifted 
with a man’s brain.. Why associate yourself with-women of the 
rank and file whom you must know to be markedly your 
inferiors? Take your place, we beseech you, among your peers, 
the lords temporal and spiritual of the world ! ’’

To-day the appeal to a woman’s personal vanity is more 
subtly framed. " Leave your class and the women of your class 
who are unworthy of you," say the modern tempters. " Join 
another class and in it rouse class jealousies. Your gifts will 
show to advantage, for there will be little competition. You 
will quickly become a leader.” What, the tempters omit to 
add is that , the invitation to class leadership is only offered on 
the tacit understanding- that a woman abandons her demand 
for sex equality or that at critical moments she keeps silent 
concerning it.

We have, I think, another part to play than this. It is for 
us, I hold, to work for'the obliteration of class differences and 
to work, so far as we can, for the lessening of all those 
inequalities of education and circumstances which create such 
differences. We do not, I am sure, progress by the intensifica- 
tion of class differences to which some women (in advanced quite 
as much as in old-fashioned circles) are prone. The woman who ' 
publicly disparages her audience because she sees no “ working 
woman ” present is quite as unhelpful to the cause of women’s 
solidarity as was the woman of times past who used to disparage 
women of what she then styled the “ humbler class. ” I see 

choose between the two types. As women whose first 
principle is sex equality we cannot afford to emphasise class . 
inequality, whether for,our. own personal glorification or for 

any other object. We must necessarily stand together. We 
must necessarily. pool our knowledge, our talents and our 
common experience of life and work. To do this involves the 
breaking down of class differences. We cannot take equality 
in small helpings. We cannot pick and choose the sorts of 
equality we prefer and leave the other sorts of equality for those 
who fancy them. From the particular kind of equality that we 
know we want we are led (or may be forced) onward towards 
another equality which we shall like better as we get to under
stand it. • ,

These are hard-sayings, and I do not utter, them because I 
am in any greater hurry to practise them than my comfortably- 
off neighbours, but simply because I know they are true and 
that ultimately we must conform to them.

There is one domain, however, in which we ought, I am 
convinced, to recognise the principle of class equality at once 
and not leave it to fight its way later through the hard social 
crust. This is the domain upon which we are about to enter 
with our new housing schemes. These schemes, especially in 
their “ town-planning ” aspect, give us a magnificent oppor
tunity for striving as practical people to get nearer to class 
equality . by lessening- class inequality. One of our main 
inequalities in large towns is regional or geographical. There 
is a tendency to house the population according to class and 
wealth in certain, often widely separated, areas. In a village 
or small town this tendency is much less marked. Daily affairs 
take the dwellers in large houses down their village street, and 
however much class distinctions may be preserved, there: is at 
all events mutual acquaintance and a give-and-take of services. 
In very large towns this sense of community is lost. The 
occupiers of big houses press that only-big houses should be 
built near them. The occupiers of medium dwellings are 
horrified at the thought of cottages or “ places of business ” 
being placed near them to lessen the ‘ ‘ residential " or “ rate
able ” value of their particular street. A veritable caste system 
is gradually set up. We get a very dull and spacious west- 
end, a very ‘ noisy, crowded east-end, ’ then slums, then 
philanthropy to be kind to the slums, then more or less self- 
conscious " settlements,” and ultimately class differences of 
the most intense and stupid character. -

Many of these evils might be lessened if in large towns we 
lived more together, more intermixed. To me such an inter- 
mixing would be a gain, not a grievance. Personally I would 
as soon spend all my days in a convent or a college as I would 
live, exclusively with persons of precisely my own class. . Life 
loses for me its savour and richness if one may not know—.and 
know intimately—all sorts of people of all ages and conditions. 
But there are many excellent women who feel differently; Such 
women are disposed to spend their working hours on removing 
the troubles against which poorer women contend; but when 
the working day is done they ask to return to the tranquil 
surroundings of their own "residential” district. They 
remind me that the noise with which the air rings in poor districts 
is excessive. There is also insect life, there are epidemics. 
Truej but is there no noise when the wealthy go motoring or 
play football? Were there no vermin in the trenches? And 
do we not meet infection when moving in the highest circles?

Even were these misfortunes doled out to the poor in larger 
measure than to the prosperous, ought we not to be made aware 
of the fact? If we felt these evils in our lives and con- 
stantly, should we not quickly cry out and have our sufferings 
relieved? Undoubtedly we should do so; and this is really the 
great argument for the living together of classes. The well- 
endowed (whether with brains, influence, or other things) do not 
put up with grievances. If mistakes are made by which they 
themselves .suffer, they cry aloud and spare not; and upraising 
their voices on their own behalf, they also help other people.

I do not profess to see far ahead, but 11 can perceive that 
we shall all in the future be called on to share the work of the 
world more equally with each other. During the era which 
the war definitely closed we were by way of ‘ specialising. ” 
(The verb was perhaps a little flattering for the actualities if 
hid.) “ Specialising ” meant that some, persons did mechanical, 
dreary jobs, others did well-paid enjoyable work, and the rest 
W ho did. nothing deplored the indolence of the age. The 

specialising ” era is finished. Each of us now must do a 
little work of all sorts. The house-worker wants some brain 
work as well : the brain-worker will presently find that she must 
make her own bed before she sits down to write an article.

(Personally I fear I should make and unmake my bed many 
times sooner than begin that article!) Anyhow life is going to 
be more varied and heterogeneous and, whether for other people 
or myself, I look forward to.it with pleasure. .

Let us come out from our little class-cells and give up living 
la la “ Young Visiters ”) in our own palatial “ compartments.." 
Most of us, especially .women, live from forty to eighty years in 
. compartments,” and die without having fully lived. When 
wedo our housebuilding, let us, in spirit, do some house- 
breaking as well. Let us take occasion to break down our class 
compartments.

Work for Women on Borough Councils.
By Edith How-MARTYN, 

Middlesex County Councillor.

The November Elections for County Borough and Town 
Councils, give the first good opportunity for the new women 
Local Government voters to exercise their 'power for the good 
government of their towns. To ensure the best administration 
the co-operation of women and men Councillors is necessary. 
Women who are invited to stand will naturally want to know 
what the duties and responsibilities of the office are, and in this ‘ 
article I attempt very briefly to answer these questions.

The Councils meet monthly and usually in the evenings. 
Special meetings may be summoned by the Mayor or by any 
five members,of the Council. All Council meetings are open to 
the public, and prospective women candidates, by attending 
them, can gain a little insight into the working of the municipal 
machine- The detailed work of administration is carried on by 
the Committees of the Council'and these'meetings are not open 
to the public. _d . \ '

The functions of a Borough vary according to the number of 
its population. The County Boroughs exercise within their 
areas all the powers possessed by the County Councils, and are 
independent of the County authorities. Boroughs of more than 
10,000 inhabitants- have Police powers, are the authorities for 
Elementary Education, and administer the Food and Drugs and 
other Acts. In smaller Boroughs, . these duties are performed 
by the County authorities, who generally invite the co-operation 
of the local Councils.

All Borough Councils are administrative bodies, whose duty 
it is to carry out instructions laid down in Acts of Parliament, 
and, except for bye-laws,, all of which have to be approved by 
some central authority, have no power whatever to make or alter 
the laws. A law, however good, is of- no benefit to the people 
until it is administered. In the past, owing to their own apathy, 
the public have not benefited by many excellent laws, because 
the local Councils have not troubled to carry them into effect. 
Women can now look into all these matters, and for the first 
time have the power to insist that the children, the unfortunate, 
and ordinary citizens Shall have the benefits which Parliament 
has made possible. A fair proportion of women among the 
elected Councillors will be the best guarantee of this. Women 
possessing organising and administrative abilities should not 
hesitate to accept invitations to stand as candidates.

Public Health.—All Borough Councils have large Public 
Health powers, and the Ministry of Health is anxious that these 
powers shall be used to their fullest extent. Women are needed 
on all Public Health and Housing Committees. Housing is the 
most urgent problem at the present time—to build houses in 
accordance with a town-planning scheme and on garden suburb 
lines, to put existing houses into sanitary repair, to adapt large 
houses, in short to use thought and imagination to give people 
proper homes, one of the fundamental, conditions of a healthy and 
moral life.

An important new development of public health 1 is the 
Maternity and Child'Welfare work, and I have no hesitation in 
saying this work cannot be satisfactorily carried out unless there 
are a number of women on the Council. County . Boroughs 
administer the Midwives’ Act. The care of the expectant 
mother is at the basis of all sound infant welfare work.

Recent legislation has made it possible for Councils to extend 
their work to the cure, and prevention of venereal diseases, 
tuberculosis and other infectious and contagious diseases, also 
to the proper care and nursing of children suffering from measles, 
whooping cough, and other so-called childish ailments, a mea
sure which will save the lives of thousands of children annually 
and prevent in others disastrous after-effects.

Isolation, Maternity and General Hospitals, removal and 
destruction of house refuse, Baths and Wash-houses, the sani

tary condition of the streets, provision of public conveniences, 
health conditions in laundries, workshops, dairies and public 
lodging-houses, pure water supply, inspection of food, and much 
else all come within the powers of Borough Councils, and the 
health of the people largely depends on their efficient administra-

Education.—Next in' importance to Public Health comes 
Education. The proper administration of the 1918 Act is a 
matter of national urgency. Women are indispensable, on 
Education Committees, so Parliament has made the co-option of 
women compulsory, but elected women Councillors are also 
needed, as they alone are in a position to urge upon the Council 
itself the proposals put forward by the Committee.
. Education authorities control all elementary education, pro

vide for the medical inspection and treatment of the children, 
make bye-laws (within the limits laid down by the Act) regulat- 
ing the employment of children outside school hours, make 
arrangements for defective and epileptic children to attend 
special schools and perform numerous other incidental duties. 
They co-operate with the County authorities in secondary and 
technical education and they may provide Nursery Schools for 
children below school age..

County Borough Education Committees control all kinds or 
educational work within their areas, and may contribute to and 
promote University education. .; .

The future position of England among the nations will be 
largely determined by the kind of education given to its young 
citizens. Women make admirable teachers, and I believe that 
the cause of education has everything to gain by the larger 
participation of women in the well-paid administrative posts and 
on education committees. 6 ( 4

Care. of Children and the Unfortunate. Women can be 
especially useful in all the measures taken for the protection of 
children and young people, the care and treatment of the insane, 
of 'the Sick, of Mental Defectives, of Inebriates, of Unmarried 
Mothers, of Old-age and War Pensioners ; and it may be in the 
near future of some of those who at present are dealt with by the 
Poor Law Guardians. The scope for sympathetic, individual 
work of a personal nature is practically unlimited, and no one 
can do it better than experienced women.

Finance.—Councils are continually spending money which 
they raise by means of rates and loans. In addition, grants are 
received from Government, and some boroughs receive income 
from property or from trading. The indifferent citizen considers 
the whole duty of Councillors is to keep down the rates, while 
the enlightened citizen asks that the money shall be spent wisely 
and properly. Women should certainly understand the finances 
of their Councils, an easy enough matter under the direction 
of the Borough Accountant. Women Councillors should look 
into the salaries and conditions under which the women employed 
by the Council work.

Other Duties. In addition to the above, other important 
responsibilities devolve upon the Councils in connection with 
the Police, Recreation Grounds and Open Spaces, Libraries and 
Reading Rooms, Provision of Small Holdings and Allotments, 
Roads and Tramways, Rivers and Bridges, Diseases of Animals 
and Plants, Licensing and National Insurance. During the 
war the Councils were called upon to carry out many hew duties 
—especially in connection with Food Control. Committees are 
now being set up to investigate complaints of Profiteering.

The above brief outline shows how intimately the work of 
Borough Councils is bound up with healthy conditions for home 
life and with the welfare of children. The new needs call for 
women as representing, the home makers to extend their work 
by taking their share in municipal administration. The 
Women’s Local Government Society states that 63 women 
are doing excellent work on 48 Borough Councils, but that 
276 Councils in England and Wales have no women members. 
Let us see to it that the November Elections will result in 
no Borough Council being without a woman member.

Women’s Economic Status and Outlook. I.
By Mary Ward.

Political status and economic status are closely linked. 
When John Stuart Mill pointed out that the “ subjection of 
women ” had involved the appropriation by the male half of the 
community of the “ lion’s share ” cf the wealth that justly 
belonged to both sexes, he made notable illustration of this 
important fact. It has remained for their experiences during 
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the war to bring its truth home to women in a direct and practical 
fashion.

During the social and economic upheaval they have learned 
something of what their own capabiilties in the matter of wealth
production actually are, and might become if freer scope were 
allowed, them. And, as an indirect, consequence, they are 
beginning to appreciate more truly the economic significance of 
their ordinary work in the home-work, the value of which, on 
the material side, has hitherto been scarcely recognised by the 
masculine half of the community and has been conventionally 
underrated even by women themselves. The man works and 
earns, his wife and children (and maybe parents) live at home, 
sheltered, protected, and freely provided by him with all the 
necessaries and many of the comforts and luxuries of life :—that 
is the convention. How far it differs from the reality as regards 
the mass of the population, will be considered in a later article.

But further, women under war conditions have learned some- 
thing of the dignity and self-respect that belongs, to economic 
independence as well as of the interest that the full and free ex
ercise of faculties lends to life. They have known the satisfaction 
of handling good earnings, the reward of good work. Above all 
they have enjoyed the unwonted freedom of choice in spending 
and have realised the advantage this gives in shaping their own 
lives and surroundings to their own ideals. 1 Women of all 
classes have, in their degrees, in one way or another, shared 
in these experiences. We all know women (young and old, 
married and unmarried") accustomed to ease and luxury who 
in various kinds of arduous war work have found new values in 
life., And this has not been only because of the glad sense of 
good service rendered to their country in its need; it has been 
also because of the satisfaction found in the exercise of energies 
previously cramped or dormant.

All this means that the war conditions have enabled, nay, 
forced, women to “ find themselves ”; and it is unthinkable 
that they should contentedly return to their pre-war social and 
economic status, any more than to their political. At present, 
when the shattering effects of the war have made reconstruction 
of society on a new basis and a wide scale imperative, when 
political, industrial and social institutions seem to be all more 
or less in the melting-pot, women have a rare opportunity of 
“coming into their own ”; and they have a duty to perform to 
the race as well as to themselves in taking advantage of it.

The revelation of the extent and gravity of their economic 
disabilities and of the injury to the State which results has 
come to many women with almost a shock of surprise. Partly, 
they had grown so used to the disabilities as to ignore them, 
partly, they had conventionally accepted them as inevitable-— 
as the result of natural laws and not of human institutions. 
This surprise has come also to many of the more intelligent and 
earnest leaders of reform among men. They are beginning to 
see-—if as yet “ through a glass darkly"—that women’s 
economic subjection blocks the way to the social regeneration 
they desire. Among other things they are envisaging-—in quite 
a novel way—the fact that they are sons before they are 
husbands and fathers, and that the inferior economic position 
of their mothers tends to affect adversely their whole lives; 
especially, of course, in the working class. Scientific enquiries, 
statistics of health insurance, of .infant mortality, of school 
medical inspection, above all, the records of the conscription 
tribunals, revealing, as they did, the shockingly low average 
of our national health (“the C3 nation "), all this is forcing 
attention to the unsatisfactory conditions of motherhood among 
the masses. But the fact that the worst, the most fundamental, 
of these is the mother’s low economic status might still have 
been blinked and scouted were it not for the surprising experi
ence that during the war, despite the high prices of all the 
necessaries of life, despite the largely increased employment 
of women outside the home, a marked improvement took place 
in the health and general well-being of the children in the 
elementary schools. Why? Obviously, because, strange as it ' 
seemed, a large proportion of the mothers possessed- in iheir 
very moderate separation allowances (plus, in many cases, their 
earnings) better means of feeding and clothing their children 
than, ever before. An important point was that these “ allow
ances " were fixed and secure, and that the women had complete 
control of their expenditure. They were no longer entirely 
dependent from week to week upon their husband’s bounty, 
his industry or idleness, his good or bad work, good or bad 
habits, his ideas of his own claims and needs, his personal 
projects andventures, or extravagances. Possibly, many of the 
women—high prices taken into accoii.it—had rather less to 
spend than, on an average their husbands had in pre-war time 
allowed them; but having independent control of the money 
they could make more of it. And they could count upon it.

So it was that the separation allowances did more for the 
children, as statistics show, than all that State doctoring and 
school medical inspection and improvements in sanitation had 
accomplished. And'there is every ground for thinking that, 
however useful maternity schools and baby clinics may be, the 
shortest and surest road to decrease in the infant death-rate 
lies in securing, somehow, better economic conditions for the 
mothers.

But it is not only as regards motherhood that the nation 
suffers from women’s economic disabilities. The war has shown 
what a great material asset the productive energies and capa
bilities of women can be. To their exertions, mainly, was due 
the enormous, increase of production to meet war requirements 
which took place at a time when millions of men were withdrawn 
from the field ,of labour. Yet, all the time the women’s work 
was, heavily handicapped by lack of experience and training antl 
suitable education, and by many other consequences of long 
ages of legislative and conventional restrictions; and many of the 
restrictions continued in force. Women were kept out of many 
of the higher posts for which their fitness in certain cases was 
obvious; and such appointments as they obtained were often 
arbitrary and ill-judged. Not nearly all the available productive 
powers of women were made use of, or made the most of. 
In spite of all this, the facts that far greater opportunities for 
doing decently paid work were given to women than ever before 
and that their efforts were directly encouraged, resulted in an 
enormous output. And that with benefit, instead of injury, to 
the children.

What a loss, then, to the whole nation has been the shackling 
of women’s wealth-producing powers in the past! What woeful 
waste ! And what folly, as well as injustice, is the attempt now 
being made— now, when the nation is threatened with bank
ruptcy—to drive women back to economic futility and serfdom ! 
On the one hand we get the Government shuffling’ off the Bill 
for opening the Civil Services to women on the same terms as 
to men; on the other, large sections.of working men clamouring 
to oust women from their new positions in skilled and other 
well-paid employments. The birthright which the male half 
of the democracy is loudly claiming for itself is the liberty of 
the individual to work in any field for which his capacities fit 
him and to enjoy to the full the actual fruits of his labour. Not 
only that, a yet more significant claim is being made for equality 
of opportunity to prepare himself for this or that chosen sphere. 
Have women no birthright of the kind ?

* A great industrial and social revolution is in progress. The 
masses of the democracy are determined to bring about a more 
equal distribution of wealth and greater equality in the con
ditions of life all round. They claim not only a greater share of 
material comforts, but more security, more freedom, more 
leisure, more education, more opportunity of self-development, 
more possibility of enjoyment of the intellectual, and what one 
might call the spiritual, sides of life. At least this is what the 
leaders of the movement maintain. What we want to know 
is where do women come in under this new scheme of things? 
Are the men taking account of the women as being “ equal 
citizens ” with themselves? Are women’s conditions, political, 
economic, and social, about to be automatically revolutionised, 
pari passu with those of men? To “come down to dots,’ as 
regards just one small matter : do the men who, at the various 
Labour Congresses and Conferences, have been claiming for 
themselves an eight-hours’ working day (less, if Sundays and 
half-Saturdays are taken into account), along with wages which 
will leave them a considerable surplus after everyday necessaries 
.and reasonable comforts have been provided, intend that their 
mothers, wives, sisters (whom some speakers, with an assump
tion of chivalry only partially cloaking the desire to get rid of 
women’s industrial competition, declared “ ought not to go out 
to work ”), should likewise have only eight hours’ daily labour 
in the home, and should also enjoy complete control of a fair 
share of the “ surplus ” income, and have opportunities to 
expend it on their pleasures, their hobbies, and their “ higher 
life ” ? There is little sign that they do; or that they at all 
realise the economic serfdom in which the attainment of their 
own economic freedom may yet leave their womenkind.

Women will have to work out their own salvation; and -the 
sooner they set about it the better. Economic enfranchisement 
will no more drop into their mouths than did political. It will 
be a hard task to obtain it. But with the vote to help them 
to bring pressure, and with the Womens Citizens’ Associa- 
tions to promote united and intelligent action there is no need 
for despondency.

In a later article I hope to consider more in detailthe various 
classes of economic disability under which women suffer and to 
offer a few suggestions of ways and means of coping with some 
of them.

The Girl of the Future.

By C. D. Rackham.

The girl of yesterday suffered from many disabilities which 
are still fresh in our minds; she belonged to the unenfranchised 
sex and she was only slowly emerging from the cramping limita
tions which had surrounded the girls of the. Victorian era. The 
girl of to-day has had opportunities which were undreamed of 
in the time before the war; she has played an entirely new part 
in life, and at the same time she has seen the suffrage agitation 
transformed from the most living movement of the age into 
a matter of history. The girl of to-morrow enters upon an 
inheritance which has been won for her by the pioneers who have 
gone before, and we may glance for a moment at the new, con
ditions which will go to the making and moulding of this 
unknown creature.

If we consider her physical well-being we feel that any 
improvement in this is at present a matter of speculation only. 
We may hope much from higher wages, improved housing and 
town planning, and general social betterment, but in the mean
time dear milk and increased overcrowding are not giving a 
good chance to the citizens of the future.. We hope that the 
greater intelligence of the young mothers of to-day will have a 
beneficial effect on then children, but this cannot operate to the 
full under the wretched conditions which exist in the poorer 
quarters of our towns and cities. A much more effective demand 
must be made by the mass of the people if their daughters are 
to start on their careers with a reasonable equipment of physical’ 
health. We should like to think of them as freed from the 
sufferings of bad health—the bad teeth and anemia—which press 
so hardly on the girls of today, followed by the illnesses of later 
life which have been, revealed by the Insurance Act. Perhaps 
the Ministry of Health will establish a better standard in which 
the girls of the nation will participate.

If we turn to the educational side we know that the girl of the 
future is not to leave school until she is fourteen years old, but we 
do not feel particularly exhilarated at the thought. At fourteen 
she may start her industrial life with attendance at a continua- 
tionschool for a few hours each week until she is eighteen. She 
will at any rate be under the supervision of the school authorities 
during those all important years of adolescence; we may hope 
that this may give her a better chance of growing up strong and 
healthy, and that she may have something in the way of the 
games, swimming and outdoor sports which fill so large a part, 
of the life of the well-to-do girl at that age. These will, it is 
to be hoped, occupy some of the time spent at the continuation 
school, but the eight hours a week insisted upon by law are 
woefully few when we consider how much there is for the girl of 
the future to learn in them. Besides the exercise so urgent for 
her health there is the technical knowledge which will enable 
her to develop the industrial side of her life, and the domestic 
subjects which every girl in the land should have a chance of 
learning, and which it would be well to restrict to the continua
tion school, and remove from the curriculum of the day school 
altogether. There are, last but not least, the study of the 
humanities which will enlarge the girl’s vision and enable her 
to make thebest and happiest use of her leisure. If the girl 
of the future is to do all this in eight hours a week she will be 
a marvel indeed, and we must look for a great extension of this 
period if the best use is to be made of her powers. It is an 
encouraging thought that in the future the working girl may 
have opened to her the possibility of that college life'which was 
won with such struggles for her more fortunate sisters in the 
last century, but for many years to come, college education as 
we know it can be only for the few and the average girl must 
make the most of what the elementary and continuation school 
will give her.

When the girl of the future leaves school will she, if she is 
of the leisured classes, settle down, as so often in the past, 
to a life of aimless idleness, with nothing to look forward to 
except the chance of matrimony ? For the last four or five 
years she has beep emancipated from this; war work has 
claimed her ; but now that the imperious demands of war-time 
have ceased we may find that to a great extent the old traditions

still prevail and that in many homes a career for the girls of 
the family will still be regarded as out of the question. But 
there has been a change of outlook; new avenues have been 
opened ; and ope hopes that at any rate the girl who idles away 
her life in the future will be doing so of her own choice and will 
not be eating her heart out in all the restless misery that comes 
from unused and undeveloped powers.

For the girls from the poorer homes we want hot more work 
but less. There does seem a prospect that shorter hours will be 
worked by the factory girl, and that better conditions and a 
freer life with more leisure will be the lot of the domestic ser- 
vant. Long spells of work in factory or workshop, without 
intervals for food, combined with long journeys to and from 
work, have no doubt been the cause of much ill-health in the 
past, while the close confinement of the girl in service, coupled 
with lonely evenings and want of variety, have been crippling 
alike to mind and body. If we may hope that the hours of 
work will be shorter, it is more difficult to say that work will be 
less monotonous, or that large numbers of girls will not in the 
future as in the past be doomed to spend their working hours 
performing a mechanical action which makes little or no demands 
on their powers of thought. This is to a great extent inevitable 
in modern industry and must be faced. We cannot hope for a 
time when manufacture will be an art in which every worker 
will be able to express his or her individuality. ’ But the neces
sity for much of the work of'the world being dull and mechanical 
need not frighten us, provided that the hours of work are really 
short, so as to leave plenty of time free for the occupations of 
leisure. The girl whose working time has been spent on a task 
which has made no great demand on her energies/ either of 
mind or body, may have all the more strength and spirit with 
which to use the remaining hours of the day, and if she has for 
this time occupations of real interest, the thoughts bound up 
with them may well employ her mind during the hours that her 
fingers are busy with some mechanical work. Such a result can 
only be achieved when girls have ample opportunities of filling 
their leisure and sufficient education to profit by them.

There is ground for hope that the girl of the future will find 
a larger choice of employment open to her than did the girl of 
the past; She will not indeed have the choice that was available 
during the war; some avenues have already been closed, but the 
horizon has been extended, and life and work in the open air 
can never again be considered as exclusively the prerogative of 
men. Greater possibilities are also before the girl who has 
been at a University; she will not in the future, we dare to pre
dict, leave any University, even the oldest, without the degree 
that she has earned by examination, and though many barriers 
have still to be broken down she will not consider any of the 
professions as irrevocably closed to her as they were to the girl 
of the nineteenth century. To all girls of the future we believe 
will belong the improved status, the wider outlook, the better 
opinion of themselves due to their position as potential—if not 
actual—voters in the State, and to the opportunities to prove 
their worth which followed more quickly upon the vote than even 
the most ardent suffragist dared to hope.

In social life we may expect to see the girl of the future 
enjoying herself and expressing herself in many ways denied to 
the girls of the past. All freedom has its risks, and no doubt 
there will be unpleasing manifestations of the girl’s new-found 
right to do and be what she likes, instead of following along the 
lines which her elders, would have laid down for her. But each 
generation will wish to solve the old problems in its own way, 
and each must believe in its turn that it can find the solution, 
or where would progress be? We realise that much in women's 
lives and much in the relations between the sexes has been 
terribly unsatisfactory in the past; more evils have been unseen 
even than those that have been seen, and we know that in the 
attempt to put things right the girl of the future. will make 
mistakes; she may possibly undo as well as do. We on our 
part will realise that it is better to face difficulties than to walk 
round them; and that some misuse of the new freedom is 
bound to accompany its use.

The girl of the future will not, except. in rare instances, 
be grateful to the pioneers to whose efforts she owes her status 
and her rights. She will take them for granted, and will look, 
not back, but, as the young should look, forward to the future. 
She will see in front of her heights of achievement yet unsealed, 
problems of sex and maternity still unsolved, battles for equality 
to be fought and won; and those who were girls yesterday, or 
perhaps the day before yesterday, will welcome her experiments 
and rejoice in her successes, and if they think thatin some 
respects she compares unfavourably with the girls who were 
young with them, .they will, if they are wise, be slow to remind 
her of it.’
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The

People’s Homes
and the

People’s Money
T has been reliably estimated by two 

eminent architects working inde
pendently-—and their conclusions 

have been confirmed in practice—that 
for technical reasons a saving of 

1 per house can be effected in new 
ing schemes if provision is made at 

£3 
hou

the outset for the use of gas fires instead 
of coal grates. The “technical reasons” 
include the possibility of providing a 
much smaller flue outlet for the fires 
and doing away altogether with chimney 
breasts and chimney stacks.

Adopting this course, then, the Govern
ment might save some Sir 5,000,000 
on that amount of the people’s money 
which they propose to lay out on the 
erection of the people’s houses ; while 
the tenants would further benefit by the 
increased floor space secured by the 
abolition of the bulky structures before 
mentioned, and by the convenience of 
having ready at hand, clean, economical 
and labour-saving gas apparatus.

Further information fan be obtained on application 
to the Secretary—-

THE BRITISH COMMERCIAL 
GAS ASSOCIATION

47 Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 1
X93c

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention

A Remarkable Novel.
Heritage. By V. Sackville-West. (W. Collins & Son. 6s. net.)

Heritage r is a wonderful book. It is only 250 pages 
long, to those who are used to the close tissue of detail which 
makes up so much of modern fiction, it may appear slight, but it 
lias the element of greatness. Its literary kinship is not with 
the Old Wives’ Tale, or Mr. Britling, or jac'ob'Stahl, but with 
Chance and with Wuthering Heights. Its resemblance to these 
two dissimilar books is not only a superficial one. The involu
tions of the narrative, the device of making one person tell 
another person's tale, remind us of Mr. Conrad and of Emily 
Bronte. Likenesses such as these are merely irritating, but 
these are not all. On the third page of the book occurs this 
passage :—

" I should like to explain here that those who look for facts and events 
as the central points of significance in a tale will be disappointed. On 
the other hand, I may fall upon an audience which, life myself, contend 
that the vitality of human beings is to be judged less by, their 
achievements than by their endeavour, by the force of their emotion 
rather than by their success; if this is my lot, I shall be fortunate. 
Indeed, my difficulty throughout has been that I laboured with stones 
too heavy for my strength, and tried to pierce through veils too opaque 
fori my feeble eyes. Little of any moment occurs in my story, yet 
behind it all, I am aware of tremendous forces at work, which none 
have rightly understood, neither the actors nor the onlookers."

This explains the book. After reading to the end we have 
come to the conclusion that the reason it reminds us of 
Wuthering Heights is that it presents human emotion to us in 
such a way that it appears charged with unfathomable 
significance. The emotion is not analysed, the expressions of 
it are not even minutely described, one at least of the narrators 
is shown not understanding what he tells, but the book not 
only creates pictures, it gives us a sense of transcendental values 
shining through them. It is therefore not unworthy of com
parison with the acknowledged masterpieces of imaginative art.

The first part of the story is told by one Englishman to 
another, sitting under a clump of stone pines overlooking " a 
rough grey village in the Apennines.” It relates how an 
English yeoman married a Spanish dancer, and brought into his 
Kentish family a strain of hot Andalusian blood. Out of this 
mingling of blood the incidents of the book arise. “ You 
remember,” says the narrator, " Francis Galton and the waltzing 
mice; how he took the common mouse and the waltzing mouse 
and mated them, and how among the progeny there were a 
common mouse, a black and white mouse, and a mouse that 
waltzed; and how in the subsequent generations the common 
brown mouse predominated, but every now and then there came 
a mouse that waltzed and waltzed, restless and tormented,.until 
in the endless pursuit of its tail it died, dazed, blinded, perplexed 
by the relentless fate that had it in its grip.” The narrator who 
introduces and dwells on the fanciful side of this symbol of the 
mice, is himself a character in the tale. He is, perhaps, the least 
satisfactory part of it. . He never seems quite alive. But perhaps 
he did not even in the flesh. He is “ the type of the theorist, 
who, when confronted with realities strays helplessly from the 
road. He had theories about love, but he passed love by 
unseen; theories about humour, but was himself essentially an 
unhumourous man; theories about friendship between men, but 
was himself the loneliest being upon earth.” And we are led 
to guess that he was loved without realising’ it, not only by the 
surprising and wonderfully described Ruth Pennistan, but by the 
other Englishman who tells the other half of the tale, and who 
was—so they both believed.—not his friend. This is a surprising 
touch. But the whole book is surprising.

It is also beautiful. The emotions which are its theme are 
presented on a background of nature.; or, rather, the atmosphere 
of Kentish meadows, full of “ appleblossom and other delicate 
things,” and of burning Andalusia mingles with them. And 
through the clear stream we also see sudden pictures of other 
lands; and find contrasts such as these :—
"I remember how entranced I was by the sense of ritual in the 

labouring year. I thought of the country as a vast cathedral teeming 
with worshippers, all passing in unison from ceremony to ceremony as 
the months- revolved.. When I had come to join the congregation, apse 
and column and nave were rich with fruit, the common fruit of the 
English countryside—plum and apple, and damson and pear, curved and 
coloured and glowing with the quality of jewels; then busy hands came 
and packed and stored the harvest into bins, and colour went from the 
place and it grew dark. Along pause of meditation fell. The trees slept, 
men, worked quickly and silently no more than was imperative, and from 
darkened corners spread the gleam of fires which they had lighted for 
their warmth and comfort.”

“ And I told you I had dipped into many things ; I worked once on a 
Greek trader which plied with figs and oranges from Smyrna to Corinth 
through the islands of the Egean. It was a bulky, mediaval-looking 
vessel, with vast red sails, very little changed, I should imagine, from 
the one, in which Ulysses sailed on his immortal journey: I learnt a 
certain amount about the orange trade, but I learnt another thing from

THE COMMON. CAUSE when ordering goods.

that Greek ship which I value more; I learnt about colour, hot, tawny 
colour, that ran the gamut from the bronze limbs of the crew, through 
the Venetian sails to the fire of the fruit, and echoed again in the sunset 
behind Hymettus, and dropped in the cool aqua-marine of the waves near 
the shore, and deepened into sapphire as I hung over the sides of the 
ship above the moving water. From this rich canvas I had come to 
the grays and greens and browns of England, the dove after the bird 
of Paradise, and, do you know, I felt the relationship of the two, the 
relationship of labour between the Greek, the almost pirate crew, and the 
English farmer with his classic and primitive tools, the brotherhood 
between the sweeping scythe and the dipping oar, between the unwieldy 
stack and the clumsy vessel."’

The next paragraph begins : ‘ ‘ The scent of hay is in my 
nostrils,” and in spite of the Southern scenes and images, scents 
and sights of the weald of Kent predominate in Heritage, 
as those of the Yorkshire moorland do in Withering Heights, 
On the frontispiece is this motto:—

“I was born, and learned my English in Kent, in the weald where 
English is spoken broad and rude.”—William Caxton.

Miss Sackville-West’s English can hardly be described as 
“ broad and rude,” but it has strength and purity which seems 
to take one straight back to old English: sources, and which, 
flowering as it does, into delicate beauty, is not unlike the 
Kentish apple-trees in the Spring.

Correspondence.
(Letters intended for 'publication should reach the Editor by Jirsi 

post on Monday.)—— ------
THE PENAL REFORM LEAGUE.

MADAM,—During the last five years thousands of men have felt the 
misery of lost freedom as prisoners of war, thousands more, whether as 
Conscientious Objectors or for purely military offences, have known the 
life of British prisons from within. Of these men a negligible minority 
only belong to what are called (in: question-begging phrase) “the Criminal 
Classes.” Their evidence,as to the physical and psychological effects of 
imprisonment may be regarded on the whole as trustworthy. It shows 
conclusively that only by the most determined will can. A man deprived 
of liberty and responsibility keep himself from degeneration; they will 
laugh in your face if you suggest that imprisonment can, in itself, 
strengthen or improve character.'

In the light of this new knowledge—for it is new to all but a handful 
of people—it is clear that great changes must come in our system of 
treating, criminals unless we are ready to defend it on grounds of 
punishment alone, abandoning all claim to reform.

The only hope of building up weak wills, of straightening distorted 
natures, of implanting the social virtues, lies in a treatment based on a 
clear, dispassionate and scientific understanding of crime and its causes 
in each individual. A routine treatment of sheer repression can effect 
nothing but the manufacture of gaolbirds. Experiments, in this country 
and others, hold hope of better things, but only an enlightened and 
urgent public opinion can give the impetus for new creation that is 
needed. -

The main object of the Penal Reform League is to lead and inform this 
public opinion. We want to get the question read about, thought about, 
discussed, up and down the land; we want to see a policy of penal reform 
in every candidate’s address at the next election.

Our funds at present barely cover printing, postage and typing. We 
need travelling speakers making it their whole business to address 
meetingsin various centres—this must not be a purely “London” 
movement. The, probable expense, of such a speaker would be £400 a 
year. Will any of your readers give us guarantees of help for, say, the 
next, two years, to enable us to act at this, the most hopeful moment?

> (Signed) Henry Bentinck, Chairman.
S. Margery FRY, Hon. Secretary.

The Penal Reform League,
75 Dalmeny Avenue, London, N. 7.

Reports, Notices, etc.
CONFERENCE ON INDIA.

The following resolutions will be submitted to the Conference arranged, 
by the Britain and India Association to be held on Saturday, October 4th, 
at the Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour Street, W. 1. Morning 11 a.m.— 
1 p.m. Afternoon2. 30—5 p.m. :—

(1) That this Conference earnestly supports the Secretary of State 
for India in his efforts to carry out the declaration of August 20th, 
1917, and trusts that the improvements in fee Reform Bill in which 
all the progressive deputations concurred may be accepted by the 
Government.

(2) That this Conference' learns with great pleasure that the 
workers of India are taking steps to form Trade Unions to improve 
their conditions, extends to them its full sympathy, urges upon all 
the necessity of helping them in their struggle, and heartily appre
ciates Mr. Wadia’s efforts to put their needs before the British public.

(3) That this Conference requests the Secretary of State for India 
to remove the disqualification imposed by the Reform Bill on women 
in common with lunatics and criminals, as regards the franchise, 
and trusts that the Parliament, which only enfranchised British 
women after forty years of bitter struggle, leading to imprisonment 
and torture of many noble women, will not introduce this new cause 
of unrest and disturbance into India.
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Special Display,
of

AUTUMN & WINTER
FASHIONS
C.C.A.65. Practical Dressing Gown (as 
sketch), of warm Ripple Cloth (nearly all 
wool), with self colour silk edge to 
collar, cuffs and pockets, in 
sky, pink, saxe, vieux 45/0 
rose, mauve, or purple ... TV • 

Jackets to match, 25/9.
Also large stock of Warm Flannel Dressing 
Gowns in lovely colourings, from 55/9

Fully Illustrated Fashion Catalogue post 
free on application.

If you cannot make’a personal call, your 
requirements by post will be attended to 
with promptitude and care by 'expert 

i assistants,

DICKINS & JONES LTD
REGENT ST., LONDON, W.I.

W. L. JONES, Managing Director.

Diamond and Sapphire 
Hoop Ring £24. O. 0. 

All Diamonds.
£27. 0.0.

Diamond and Emerald 
< Cluster Ring.

£50. 0. 0.

WARNTNG.
7 he Goldsmiths and 
Silversmiths Company 
leave no. branch estab
lishments in Regent 
Street, Oxford Street or 
elsewhere— in London 
or- - abroad—only one\ 
address, 112 Regent 
Street, London, W./.

JEWELLERS TO 
HIS MAJESTY 
THE KING.

Gem 
Rings
he Goldsmiths and 
Silversmiths Com
pany’s Gem Rings 

are of highest quality 
and are the best value 
obtainable. The Com
pany’s collection includes 
Solitaire Diamond, Pearl, 
Emerald and Sapphire 
Rings and other rings 
of distinctive and effective 
designs. A catalogue will 
be posted -free on 
application.

THE
GOLDSMITHS & SILVERSMITHS
TAWA** "TD with vAteR to incorporatedCOMA 1... TIvGoCbsmiihs^iaianeelS L<ftl7JL

112 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W.1
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National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship

Starting a Child in Life.
A MOTHER is naturally anxious to give her child the best 

possible start in life. To' do this she should begin early 
to set aside a sum of money yearly to produce a “ nest egg ” to 
start her son or daughter in a profession or business or t 
provide a marriage portion for her daughter.

. The best' way of doing this is described in an interesting 
Booklet “ How to provide for the Children’s Future.”

The following is an example of one of several schemes 
available: —

For a child aged 2 
next birthday
a premium of £9 7s. 6d. per annum provides a cash sum of £232, 
payable at age 21. In the event of the child's death before that age, 
the premiums paid are returnable in full. Other valuable options 
at age 21. .,

Terms for other ages and amounts are given in booklet.

The National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship, 
President: MISS ELEANOR F RATHBONE.

Hon. Secretary:
Mbs. A. K. GAME.
Hon. Treasurer:

MISS ROSAMOND SMITH.

Secretaries ■
M1 88 INEZ. M. FERGUSON, MRS 
H UBBACK (Information and Parita- 
mentary).

Offices—Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, London, W. 1. ;
Telegraphic Address—Voiceless, Ox, London. Telephone—Museum 2668.

oppression has become harsher than ever; “ just as though there was no 
war on,” said Mr. Plaatje. ‘ For instance, two women, whose husbands 
were fighting, were not allowed to keep cows on their own ground, to 
provide means of livelihood during their husbands’ absence. In 1916, the 
South African Government went to extremes, and passed a law which made 
it illegal for a black passenger to travel in the same railway carriage as 
white people. The effect of this law is that very often coloured men and 
women buy tickets for journeys, but are not allowed to travel if there is 
no Kaffir carriage attached to the train, and if the train happens to be 
the only one that day (sometimes that week), and there is no Kaffir 
carriage, the blacks are arrested if they attempt to enter any other part

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN TEACHERS.
OCTOBER 3. ' . p—ipode iProtest Meeting in the Central Hall, Westminster. Object: (1) To protes 

against the refusal to give the women teachers’ organisation representation on 
the Joint Committee; (2) To protest against the overwhelming masculine con- 
stitution of the existing Committee; (3) To inaugurate the Sustenalion . “ne- 
Chair : Miss Agnes Dawson. Admission Free. 7 p.m.
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB,
9,. Grafton Street, Piccadilly, W.1, Saturday, October 4th, at 5 p.m. Lecture 
by Mr. Norman Macdermott on " The Everyman Theatre."

Headquarters Notes.
Half-Yearly Council.

Headquarters arrangements for the Half-Yearly Council are still being 
made on the supposition. that more normal conditions will prevail and 
that it will be possible to hold the Council in Glasgow on October 7th, 
8th, and 9th. Even should it prove necessary to postpone or cancel the 
Council, it is possible that the parallel Conferences 011 the programme

of the train. ' . . - . > - ...
Mr. Gumede (a Zulu from Natal) endorsed what Mr. Plaatje said about 

the hardships of the native races, and said that the ignorant Boer is the 
man who is allowed to vote, while the most educated coloured man is 
not allowed to do so. ' He said that so far the Government has given 
then no hope of any help. “ But," said Mr. Gumede, " how can we 
help ourselves if our hands are tied so completely?" The only thing to 
do is for the British public to grasp the matter. He said that the " 
Jack in South Africa used to stand for liberty, but now it only stands

Union

2.

3.

for oppression.
Among the questions that followed, Miss Royden asked if the 

.................  ' ” chief [---

of the Union may still be held for the interest 
Any alteration in the Council arrangements will 
to those societies which intend sending delegates

of 
be 
to

the Glasgow public, 
notified by telegram 
Glasgow. ,

Editorial Notice.
In view of the Council of the N.U.S.E.C., arranged for next week, 

a special number1 of The Common Cause, with leading articles by 
Mrs. Fawcett and Miss Eleanor Rathbone, had been prepared , The 
railway strike may make the postponement of the Council necessary and 
will, anyway, impede the distribution of The COMMON Cause. We are 
therefore holding over our special number till a week in which we can 
be sure of getting it into the hands of our readers. Meanwhile, we would 
ask any subscribers who may fail to receive their COMMON CAUSE this 
week to send post cards direct to this Office, 62, Oxford Street, London, 
W. 1, and copies of the paper will be posted to them as soon as possible.

natives were 
of oppression

treated ' better, 
mentioned, l

them. Mr.
of land, also

as regards the three
by ; the Portugese
Gumede 
natives

said they
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UNION OF JEWISH WOMEN.
President: MRS. M. A. SPIELMAN.

The Union of Jewish Women provides an organisation ready and able 
to assist Jewesses throughout the United Kingdom and the Empire with 
information and advice.
The Union promotes Conferences dealing with social subjects. It trains 
social workers; also keeps registers of voluntary workers and lists of 
Societies needing the help of voluntary workers, as well as of gentle- 

women seeking paid employment.
The Union gives expert advice to Jewish girls and women training for 
professions or skilled avocations; and administers a Loan Training 
Fund entrusted to them for the purpose.

For further particulars apply to:—

governed by
the buying - -, - _ —. 
allowed to vote for Members of Parliament in Lisbon.

the territory 
as regards

Portugese territory were
Mrs. Solomon

Miss HALFORD, Secretary, Office, 4, Upper Gloucester Place, London, N.W.I. 
Telephone: 352 Paddington.

Founded 1815.
THE LARGEST BRITISH MUTUAL LIFE 

ASSURANCE OFFICE.
FUNDS: 22 MILLIONS. CLAIMS PAID : 491 MILLIONS

HEAD OFFICE: 9, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh 
(G. J. LIDSTONE, Manager & Actuary).

LONDON OFFICES : 28, Cornhill, E.C.3, and 17,Waterloo Place, S.W..

Appeal for Funds.
Funds are urgently needed to carry on the work of the Union, which 

will otherwise have to be curtailed. The money is needed to maintain 
our staff of organisers, who spread our propaganda through the'country 
by arranging and speaking at meetings, interviewing local leaders of 
opinion and strengthening the societies in affiliation with us. Money is • 
also needed to maintain our head office and clerical staff; our

reminded Mr. Plaatje that, this was a Suffragist meeting, and asked how 
working girls were treated. Mr. Plaatje replied that every native girl 
had to go to work at the age of fifteen or sixteen, and when she was 
employed (at 8s. a month) she was forced to pay a tax of is. a month 
to prove that she was being employed. A married women is not allowed 
to inhabit the same house as her husband unless she pays the Town Clerk 
is. a month. No natives were allowed to travel from one place to another 
without passes signed by their employers ; no natives were allowed to accept 
jobs (possibly with higher wages) without getting permits signed by their 
present employers, so that often they were forced to refuse better paid 
work because their employers did not want them to go. All these laws 
are called “ Pass Laws,” and the enforcement of them is carried out by 
men policemen. Mr. Plaatje said that in the case of the women the conse
quences could be guessed at, as they would do anything sooner than go 
to prison, and the fines were often too heavy for them to pay.

QUEEN’S HALL, LANGHAM PLACE, W.
(Sole Lessees—Messrs. Chappell & Co. Ltd.)

FOUR LECTURES by MRS ANNIE BESANT.
Subject:

THE WAR & THE FUTURE
On Sunday Mornings at 11.30.

BY APPOINTMENT Da TOH.MTHE KING

The Milk tkat^ always Rve
Are you using the hygienic

NESTLE PATENT FEEDING BOTTLE ?
If unobtainable locally,
complete, post free, on

one will 
receipt

Additional Teats and Valves can be

be sent 
of 1/6. 

supplied.

NESTLE’S (Advt. Dept.), 6 & 8, Eastcheap, London, E.C.3

Forthcoming Meetings.

October 
October 
October

5th.
12th.
19th.

October 26th.

The War and the Builders of the Commonwealth.
The War and its Lessons on Fraternity.
The War and its Lessons on Equality.
The War and its Lessons on Liberty.

Seats, Numbered and Reserved, 7/6, 5/-, 3/6. Admission, 1/6, and a

P arl iamentary 
literature.

Subscribers, 
purposes or if 
the Six Points

Department; our Information Bureau, Library, and 

are invited to contribute to the general fund for these 
they prefer it to earmark their contributions for any of 
of the Year's Programme which are enumerated below:—

(i) Pensions for civilian widows with dependent children.
(2) Equal rights of guardianship over children for mothers and 

- the rights of wives and children to maintenance.
(3) The equal moral standard.
(4) Equal pay for equal work and equal opportunities in industry 

and the professions.
(5) The opening of the legal profession to women.
(6) The election of women M.P.s. and proportional representation 

as a means towards that end.
All cheques and postal orders should be crossed and made payable 

to: The Hon. Treasurer, Miss Rosamond Smith, National Union of 
Societies for Equal Citizenship, Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, W. 1.

BRITISH DOMINIONS WOMEN CITIZENS’ UNION.
An informal meeting was held by the B.D.W.C.U. on Friday morning, 

September) 27th, on the “ Condition of Natives in South Africa.” The 
speakers (who are members of a deputation sent by the natives of South 
Africa to plead with the Government for the better treatment of the 
aboriginals and natives by the Boer Government) were Mr. Plaatje and 
Mr. Gumede. Miss Ruth Atkinson, of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union of New Zealand, was in the Chair.

Mr. Plaatje began by saying that the few facts he had to tell would be 
understood far better by women than by men, he was sure. British people, 
he said, were apt to think that because Cape Colony was a British posses- 
sion, it had the same privileges as other Colonies. But this was not the 
case. In New Zealand, for instance, any man is as good as another, and 
the aboriginals are treated in the same way. But in South Africa, every 
degradation is forced on the coloured man, so that it is impossible to 
believe that South Africa is a Dominion in the same Empire as New 
Zealand. Before 1899 there were two British Colonies, and two Dutch 
Republics, but after the Boer War these were formed into four British 
Colonies, though the Dutch Government still remains. He said that 
South Africa had been given self-government, but this was enjoyed solely 
by the white people. No coloured races were allowed to enjoy the franchise 
(except in Cape Colony) ; so that in the rest of South Africa, the Transvaal, 
Natal, and Orange Free State, the natives are taxed without being allowed 
representation. Even in Cape Colony, although they may vote, they are 
not allowed to vote for a coloured man. The remedy was, he thought, 
for South Africa to have a constitution so as to get protection for the 
coloured races. Three of the chief injustices are that —(1) Coloured men 
are not allowed to work at skilled trades. (2) They are not allowed to 
educate their children in schools where white children are educated. 
(3) They are not allowed to buy or hire any land. This means that they 
must leave the country, or else be driven back into slavery.A great 
many have already gone to Rhodesia, or Portugese territory, where they 
are left more alone. In addition to the ordinary taxation, which is very 
heavy, there are special native taxes for black men, and the money thus 
collected is used to build schools for white children, where black children 
may not be educated. In 1914 a deputation was got ready to come to 
England, and was unable to do so owing to the war. Since 1914 the
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OCTOBHH 3. , .
Wakefield—Inaugural meeting of Wakefield W.C. A. Institute of Literature

few free seats.
Applications for tickets (accompanied by stamped square envelope) 

should be made to either The Theosophical Publishing House, 1, Upper 
Woburn Place, W.C. 1; 169, Piccadilly, W. 1; The Order of the Star in the 
East 314 Regent Str e0 W.; or at the door of the Hall.

and Science. Speakers : Miss Beaumont, on “ The Need of Women 
Associations”; Miss. Hartop, on " The Equality Programme 
N.U.S.E.C.”

OCTOBER 8.
Glasgow—Public Meeting, arranged by the Glasgow Society for 

Suffrage. M’Lellan Galleries, Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. , J

Citizens’ 
of the

7.30 p.m.

: Women’s 
Speakers :

Councillor Eleanor F. Rathbone, Miss Maude Royden, Mrs. H. A. L. Fisher, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, B.A. Chair : Miss Frances Melville, B.D. Subject: “ The 
Future of the Women’s Movement.” Tickets : 2s. 6d. and 1s. > 8 p.m.

Coming Events.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11.

WOMEN'S INDUSTRIAL LEAGUE.
Dance and Whist Drive, organised by the Women's Industrial League, 

to be held at the Eustace Miles Restaurant, Chandos Street. ' ' Tickets-: 
Single, 3s. 6d.; Double, 6s.; from the Women’s Industrial League, 1, Central 
Buildings, S.W. 1. . 6.30 to 10.30 p.m.
WOMEN'S FREEDOM LEAGUE.

Public Meeting in the Minerva Cafe, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1.
Speaker : Miss Clara Andrew.
Subject: “ Adoption in Relation to the Unwanted Child " 

National Children Adoption Association).
. OCTOBER 15.

Speaker: Miss Lind-Af-Hageby.
Subject: “ The Re-Valuation of Women.”

OCTOBER 22.
Speaker : Mr. William Aird.
Subject : " The Food of the Future."

Admission Free. Collection.
OCTOBER 10.

WESTFIELD COLLEGE (UNIVERSITY OF LONDON).
Kiddermore Avenue, Hampstead.
Inaugural Lecture.
Speaker: Professor Gilbert Murray, Litt.D., LL.D.
Subject : " Greek Tragedy.”
Admission cards to be obtained from the Secretary.

OCTOBER 3 to DECEMBERr 5.

(The work of the
3

3

3

5.15

p.m.

p.m.

p.m.

p.m

A Course of Lectures (followed by discussion).
Subjects : “ The Person of Christ," " The Nature of God ”

sideration of the Problem of Suffering), and ‘‘ The Nature__ -_
Speaker: “ Miss M. West, B.A., B.D. (Tutor appointed by the Board for

Promoting the Training of Club Workers). 5 p.m.
Fee for 10 Lectures and discussion, £1 1s. First lecture can be attended free.

(with special con- 
of Man.”

Further details from the Secretary, Westfield College, N.W.3.
OCTOBER 7.

Course of Thirty Lectures.
Subject: “Elementary Principles of Economics.”
Speaker: Mrs. Wooton (Girton College, Cambs., 1st Class Economics

Tripos). 1 5 p.m.
.fee for the course, £1 is. per term (Ten lectures). First can be attended free.

Further details from the Secretary, Westfield College, N.W.3.
BRACKENHILL HOME SCHOOL, BROMLEY, KENT.

OCTOBER 29.
Queen’s Hall, Langham Place,
Speaker: Mrs. Annie Besant.
Subject: “ Education for the New Era.”

—Admission : 7/6, 6/-, 3/6 (reserved), 1/6 (unreserved). Tickets from Captain
Ensor, 11, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, and from Queen’s Halt Proceeds in aid 

the Home. ,- 8 p.m. (doors open 7.30)

GEO. WEBB’S DYE WORKS
THE FINEST QUALITY.

Cleaning & Dyeing 
of COSTUMES, HOUSE 
FURNISHINGS, etc.

Only the highest skilled labour employed, and absolutely the best 
colours and chemicals used. VANS COLLECT and DELIVER 
TWICE WEEKLY THROUGHOUT the WEST END.

Recommendations from all parts of the Country
ORDERS BY POST OR TELEPHONE 
COMMAND IMMEDIATE ATTENTION.

254, BRIXTON HILL, S.W.2.
Tel. 185 Brixton.

THE COMMON CAUSE-
POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

BRITISH ISLES, 108. 10D. ABROAD, 13s. PER ANNUM.

ALL BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS to be addressed to The Manager, THE COMMON 
CAUSB, Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, W. 1 (Telephone: Museum 2702), 
and all ADVERTISEMENTS must reach the Office not later than the first post 
on Wednesday. Advertisement Representatives: West End, Miss F. L. Fuller: 

City, Mr. S. R. Le Mare

DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENT RATES
£

Whole Page - 12
Half Page - - 6
Quarter Page - 3
Per Inch (wide col.)

s.
o 
o o

12

d. O 
O 
o 
o

s. d
Narrow column - 

Per Column 4
• „ inch - -

o Q
8 O

PREPAID CLASSIFIED ADVERISEMENTS.
NUMBER 

OF WORDS. ONCE. THREE 
TIMES.

six 
times.

20
s. d.
1 6

s. d.
4 O

s. d.
7 6

30 2 3 6 3 12 O

40 3 0 8 6 . 16 O

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.
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ANNOUNCEMENT.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE 
L CLUB, 9, Grafton-street, Piccadilly, W. 1.— Sub- 
scription : London Members, £2 2s., Country Mem- 
bers, £1 5s. (Irish, Scottish, and Foreign Members, 
10s. 6d.) per annum. Entrance fee, one guinea. 
Excellent catering; Luncheons and Dinners 
a la Carte.—All particulars. Secretary. Tel.: Mayfair 
3932

PUBLIC SPEAKING.

LARA REED'S STUDIO of Public Speaking. Recit- 
ing, and Dramatic Work; Day and Evening 

Classes, 21s. per term. All classes limited to 10 
students. Private Lessons, 10 for £3 3s.—All com- 
munications, 38, Upper Gloucester-place, Dorset 
square, N.W. 1.

HOW TO SPEAK IN PUBLIC.
MISS LUCY D. BELL.

10, Brunswick Square, W.C.I.
Tel:—Museum 1950. MICHAELMAS TERM. 1919.

Classes in Public Speaking held in any part of 
the country. Terms, £1 1s. per member for the 
Course of Five Classes. Private Lessons, 10s. 6d. 
each. DEBATES and DISCUSSIONS, Saturdays, 
at 3 p.m. Oct. 4th—Dec. 13th, inclusive. Oct. 4th: 
Miss Lucy D. Bell, “ Debates and Discussions." 
Oct. 11th : Miss Marian Berry, " The Duty of the 
London Women Voters.” Oct. 18th, Debate : 

‘‘That the Payment of Members of Parliament 
has Lowered the Standard of Political Morality." 
Oct. 25th : Mrs. Sophie Bryant, Litt.D., D.SC.,
" Ireland.”
. Tickets should be obtained beforehand. For 

the Course, 15s.; Half-Course (6), 8s. 6d.; Single 
Tickets, 2s.

EDUCATIONAL

LONDON (ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL) SCHOOL
OF MEDICINE FOR WOMEN.

(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.) ,
HUNTER STREET, BRUNSWICK SQUARE, W.C.I.

ULL Courses of Study for Medical Degrees and 
Diplomas are arranged for women students.

Post-Graduate appointments are available at the 
School and at the Hospitals connected with it. 
Scholarships and Bursaries are awarded annually. 
Students' Service Chambers are attached to the 
School. Special Courses for Post-Graduate students. 
Primary Fellowship students, and Dental students.— 
Information can be obtained from Miss L. M. Brooks, 
Warden and Secretary. — Louise B. Aldrich-Blake, 
M.S., M.D., Dean.

INDUM HOUSE, BEXHILL-ON-SEA.—Home School 
on Progressive Thought lines. Large garden, 

cricket field, sea bathing; all exams. Special care 
given to backward and delicate girls.—Principal: 
Miss Richardson, B.A.

GARDENING, etc.

Gardening for women at Ileden College 
(removed from Udimore to a more extensive 

property). Healthy outdoor life, with practical 
comprehensive training. Entries any date. Non- 
residents also received. Next term begins 
29th September. — Prospectus of Ridley-Peake, 
King stone, near Canterbury.

MEDICAL. Eto.

VLECTROLYSIS for removal of superfluous hair, 
44 moles, etc. Face Massage and Electrical Hair 
Treatment. Lessons given and Certificates granted. 
Address Miss Theakston, 54, Devonshire-street, W. 1.

ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY, 69, Upper Street, H.

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist.
FREDK. 0. BOUCHER, Asst Dental Surgeon. Esta. 35 Yrs.

Gas Administered Daily by Qualified Medical Man.
Nurse in Attendance, Mechanical Work in all its Branches 
Send Post Card for Pamphlet. N.B.—No show case at door

CONSULTATION FREE. Telephone: North 3795*

PROFESSIONAL.

AUDITOR AND VISITING ACCOUNTANT—Miss
M. E. Moore (Mathematical Tripos, Cambridge) 

undertakes Audits, Accounting, and Income Tax 
Recovery.—Alderman's House, Alderman's-walk,
Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2.

T NCOME TAX RECOVERY.—Claims made for return
1 of tax paid in excess.—Apply Miss C. A. Moffett, 
B.A., 9, Somerset-road, Handsworth Wood, Birming- 
ham.

Make provision now for your old age; money is 
either spent or saved. Save it by investing in 

a Life Assurance Policy with an old established 
Society. Absolute security. A few shillings now 
and your fortune is secure.—Apply Miss Rochford, 
Woman's Assurance Bureau, 39, King-street, Cheap- 
side, E.C. 2.

(MORE MONEY TO SPEND’ (Income Tax Recovery 
and Adjustment).—Send postcard for this book

let to Mrs. Ayres Purdie, Women Taxpayers’ Agency, 
Hampden House, 3, Kingsway. 'Phone, Central 6049.

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING.

MCLACHLAN and N. WHITWHAM—TYPIST8 — 
• 4, Chapel Walks, Manchester, Tel.: 3402 City.

Typewriting.—Authors' MSS., legal work, &c., 
typed by educated woman; many years' ex- 

perience.—Miss H. Stallybrass, 100, Rushby Mead, 
Letchworth.

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.
Enquiries solicited R. CROMBLEHOLM, General Manager.

DRESS.
(1ORSET8 and Blouses made to order, or lady's 
V patterns copied from £1 1a.—Emilia Wiggins, 63, 
Elizabeth-st., Eaton-sq., S.W. 1.

URS RENOVATED AND REMODELLED equal to 
new; finest workmanship at half ordinary 

charges; old furs taken in part payment for new; 
wonderful results.—Fur Renovating Co., 58, Cheap- 
side, London, E.C. 2.

AILOR-MADE COSTUMES. — Latest styles to 
measure; best workmanship and smart cut 

guaranteed. Moderate prices.—H. NELIS8EN, 62. 
Great Portland-street, W.

\ DRBSS
. IDEALISM. , 1

EDU-CRAFT Association) 1
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FOR SALE AND WANTED.
THEENIC SCOTCH WOVEN UNDERWEAR.—Made 

in all sizes in pure Wool, Silk and Wool, and 
Merino. Guaranteed Unshrinkable. Write makers 
for patterns and prices.—Dept. 10, Atheenic Mills, 
Hawick, Scotland.

COSTUMES, coats, furs, underwear, gentlemen's 
and children’s clothing, house furnishings, 

WANTED. Specially good prices given. — Helene, 
5, Hanover-road, Scarborough.

Real HARRIS, LEWIS, and | 
SHETLAND HOMESPUNS I
Direct from the Makers. Special light weights for Ladies ‘ 
wear—all shades. Patterns and Prices on Application a 
S. A. NEWALL & SONS, Stornoway, Scotland. H
State shade desired and whether for Gent’s or Ladies’ wear “

"feasors.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash, 
costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, curtains, 

lounge suits, trousers, and children’s clothing of 
every description; parcels sent will be valued, and 
cash sent by return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby-st., 
Ne wcestl e-on-Tyne.

TWO UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITERS FOR SALE.—
Latest models with two-colours, backspaces and 

tabulators. In absolutely new condition. £26 each. 
Approval willingly.—Electro Plating Co., 71, St. Giles 
street, Northampton.

WHY KEEP USELESS JEWELLERY?
The large London Market enables
ROBINSON Bros. of

5, Hampstead Rd. (nr. Marie’s) W., & 123 Fenchurch St. B.C. 
To give best prices for OLD GOLD and SILVER JEWEL- 
LERY. GOLD. SILVER, PLATINUM. DIAMONDS, 
PEARLS,EMERALDS,SILVER PLATE.ANTIQUES, 
&c., in any form, condition, or quantity. Licensed valuers and 
appraisers. Telephone, Museum 2036.

ALL PARCELS receive offer er cash, by return post.
ARM WINTER COAT—Thick pre-war material, 

brown heather mixture, long coat for sale; 
price, £3 3s.—Mrs. Moore, 90, Ebury-street, S.W.

TO LET.

COMMUNAL HOUSEKEEPING. — Unfurnished 
suites and single rooms to let; with service and 

meals (vegetarian.).—Apply, Secretary, 6, Rosslyn- 
hill, Hampstead, N.W. 3.

FULHAM.—FURNISHED FLAT TO LET; 6 rooms 
and bath; constant hot water; good ‘bus and 

train connections; 3 guineas a week or 22 long let. — 
Apply Miss Emily Dawson, 39, Cheyne Court, 
Chelsea. Tel., 4737 Western.

RAY’S INN.—FLAT TO LET for 6 months; con- 
tains 1 sitting-room, I1 large bedroom (double 

bed), gas fire, kitchen, gas cooker, bathroom 
(geyser), electric light, coal; recently furnished with 
antique furniture, old china, &c.; all new linen and 
plate; every convenience; will only let to careful 
appreciative tenant; rent, including attendance, 
£4 4s. weekly—Apply, Mrs. Lewer, COMMON CAUSE 
Office. _ ' ’

(I DISTRICT. — An exceptional opportunity.
. V. Lady will let, from middle November, Fur- 

nished self-contained 1st floor Flat, one sitting-room, 
large bedroom, (double bed), kitchen, small hall, 
and use of bathroom; electric light and gas fires; 
no children or dogs; for careful tenant will accept 
the low rental of 24 guineas weekly.—Apply, Box 
200, COMMON Cause Office.

FOR REST AND HOLIDAYS.

Hillside Holiday Guest House; charmingly situ- 
ated on the Cotswold Hills, 600 ft. above sea 
level; sheltered from cold winds; G.W.R. Motor ‘Bus 

Service. — Apply prospectus. Manageress, Hillside, 
Hitchcombe, near Stroud, Glos.

VEGETARIAN Guest House. — Lovely garden, 
orchards, own dairy; ponytrap; bath (h. & o.) 

Islip Station 12 miles; from 35s.—The Manor House 
Noke, Islip, Oxford.

ORTHING.—Gwentholme, Selden-road.—Comfort
able residential guest house; close to sea; quiet 

home life; winter terms arranged.—Miss Tomkins.
(Stamp.)______________________ ___

WHERE TO LIVE.

Brooklyn private hotel.—Earl’s-court-squere,
S.W. 6 (Warwick-rd. corner), finest centre all 

parts; 12 minutes’ Piccadilly; quiet, separate tables; 
write or call for tariff; strictly inclusive terms; on* 
equalled for comfort and attention; own privets 
garage free. B. and B., 58. Tel.: Western 344.

DULWICH. — First-Class Boarding Establishment 
will be opened in October; near station; every 

comfort; late dinner; full or partial board; terms 
from 33s. weekly.—Apply, 41, Chestnut-road, S.E. 27. 
HISTEL—Professional Women. Miss Broadbent, 

M.A., Elmhurst, Victoria Park, Manchester.

PRIVATE HOTEL FOR LADIES. Very quiet and 
refined.—13, St. George‘s-sq., Westminster. Bed

room, breakfast, bath, and attendance, from 68. M 
Write, or wire, Miss Davies.

RESIDENTIAL CLUB FOR LADIES. — Hogarth
Hostel, 19, Queensberry Place, S.W. 7; ‘terms 

from £2 weekly (partial board). — Apply Miss 
Mary Hogarth.

THE NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.
I enclose Donation of £ : s. d. to the Funds of the N.U.S.E.C.

Subscription
and Subscription £ : s. d. for the Common Cause (Rates: British Isles 

10/10 12 months, 5/5 6 months, 2/9 3 months 
(Abroad, 12 months, 13/-.)

Name^.__________________ __________________________________________________________________________ —
(Mn., Miss Em., or other Title.)

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 1
All Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed " London County and Westminster Bank, Victoria,” and made 

payable to: The Hon. Treasurer, National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship, Evelyn House 62, Oxford Street, W. 1.
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