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The News of the Week.
Editorial.

Human nature appears to be so constituted that it 
cannot bring itself to do anything until the last possible 
moment. We bow to Nature, and inform our correspon­
dents regretfully that we cannot in future undertake to 
publish in the week’s issue any communications that 
arrive later than first post Monday in that week. We 
had given first post Tuesday as the latest time, with the 
result that such masses of correspondence come in during 
Tuesday morning that it is physically impossible to deal 
with them. A few considerate people send in reports of

we know what they can do and what we can do. We 
take the hardest work upon ourselves, and no good and 
just woman can complain of want of consideration, 
legally or socially.” This good gentleman, fresh from 
the exhilarating task of ‘weighing up ” women, is 
shocked by “M.A.’s” statement that children and 
housing are women’s questions; she exhibits " a strain 
of self-assertion which it is not pleasant to behold,” and 
he adds that he discusses “these women’s matters, of 
which ‘M.A.' so glibly speaks,” with his wife and 
daughters, and “ the advice of ‘ M.A.,' or any woman 
who has studied at Girton, Oxford, or Cambridge, is of 
no importance to me."' We can picture this gentleman 
laying down the law to the wife and daughters whom he
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meetings as soon as they have been held, and forthcoming 
meetings as soon as they are decided upon, and these 
people have the Editor’s blessing and thanks.

Correspondence in the “Nation.”
We felt sure that Mr. Holford Knight's absurdities 

could only do good in rousing Liberal women to a sense 
of their true position. A lively correspondence has 
ensued in the " Nation.” This week a member of the 
Devonshire Club and Miss Horne and Mr. Frank 
Marshall, of Keswick, all write pertinent letters. Last 
week there was a cogent and temperately worded letter 
signed " M.A.,” which has roused a very comic splutter 
on the part of a patronising gentleman signing “ G. S.” 
He remarks, with portentous self-sufficiency, " We have 
weighed women up with kindness and with justice, 

has taught to know their “ sphere,’’ and flattering him­
self that this is “ discussion ” ; perhaps,—it is more than 
likely—his wife and daughters have " weighed him up.” 
and apply to him the wisdom of the cynical poet: “ Men 
must be taught as though you taught them not, And 
things unknown proposed as things forgot.”

Anyhow we have to thank “ G. S. ” for a good laugh, 
and if the letter is a hoax we congratulate the author 
of it.

Annual Conservative Conference.
The 43rd annual conference of the National Union of 

Conservative and Constitutional Associations will be held 
in Manchester on November 16, 17, and 18. One of the 
resolutions to be submitted “recognises the justice of 
granting the franchise to all women who, in other respects 
than sex, are qualified under the existing laws,”
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The People’s Federation and the Women’s
Co-operative Guild.

The late president of the Women’s Co-operative Guild, 
Mrs. Bury, who made such an excellent speech last year 
at the great Suffrage meeting in the Tree Trade, Hall; 
has written an interesting letter to the " Co-operative 
News " deprecating the inference that the whole of the Co- 
operative Guild may be taken as tacking the new Federa­
tion. As far as we have heard from co-operators them- 
selves, the delegates have not been asked to vote upon 
the question whether they wished to join this Federation ; 
their voting at Oldham was for an " academic " resolu­
tion, and before the Federation had taken form. The 
Executive of the Guild has joined the Federation 
apparently, but this surely does not mean that the 25,000 
members of the Guild may be taken as endorsing the 
views of the Federation.

More Light on the Marriage Tax.
In a recent leader in the " Times ” we may see plainly 

how hard the suggested taxes hit married people as coin- 
pared to single. " A has an income,” says the "" Times,” 
“of £200 a year, and in consequence of its smallness he 
is asked to pay only 15s. per cent. B has an income of 
£400 a year, and the extra two hundred are supposed to 
make his shoulders so much broader that he has to pay 
45s. per cent. Instead of paying double what A has to 
pay he is charged six times as much.” Now the case is 
precisely the same if A, with £200 a year, marries B, 
with £200 a year, because, though there are two people 
living on £400 instead of two living on £200 each, the 
wife’s £200 is added to the husband's £200, and the total 
made liable to 45s. per cent. Two bachelors might have 
lived together and only paid 15s. per cent. each. Where 
there are children the case becomes still harder, for the 
bonus on children goes a very little way indeed. These 
objections are of the nature that Mr. Lloyd-George calls 
" sentimental.” One wonders what he would call prac­
tical. Perhaps an objection with a vote at the back of it 
would be practical.

The Fifteenth Society.
Last week we speculated as to how long there would be 

only fourteen national Suffrage societies. Not long. 
This week we give news of a fifteenth. This Suffrage 
«League of Youth" begins well, with such sporting 
characters as its well-known and popular young secre- 
taries, and we wish it every possible good wish; may it 
help the cause, and incidentally have—and give—a 
“ good time." Its constitution and its titles are as 
original as are its gallant young leaders.

Royal College of Surgeons.
At an ordinary meeting of the Council the Secretary 

reported that the by-laws relating to the admission of 
women had been signed by the Home Secretary, the Lord 
Chancellor, and the Lord Chief Justice. A report was 
received from the president and vice-presidents on the 
form of the diplomas to be granted to women, and the 
privileges which the diploma would confer upon them. 
With regard to the collegiate privileges, the diploma will 
entitle them to admission to the museum, the library, 
and to all lectures. It will also render them eligible to 
compete for the collegiate and Jacksonian prizes.

By-election.
Owing to the death of Sir John Baker there is a 

vacancy at Portsmouth. It had been hoped that in view 
of the impending general election we might have been 
spared a by-election, but the latest news contradicts this. 
The Liberal candidate is Mr. R. C. Lambert; the Labour, 
Mr. Alderman Sanders; and the Conservative, Lord 
Charles Beresford.

A Dream of Good Women.
The Lady Chapel of the new Liverpool Cathedral is to 

have fourteen windows, and through all, except the 
central one, run the words of the Magnificat. Figures 
of the women in the Old and the New Testaments and 

various Saints are included, and the modern women of 
repute are recorded as follows:—

Mary Collet, and all prayerful women.
Louise Stewart, and all the noble army of martyrs.
Christina Rossetti, and all sweet singers.
Grace Darling, and all courageous maidens.
Dr. Alice Marval, and ill who have laid down their 

lives for their sisters. .
Catherine Gladstone, and all loyal-hearted wives.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and all who have seen the 

infinite in things.
Josephine Butler, and all brave champions of purity.
Anne Hinderer, and all missionary pioneers.
Margaret Godolphin, and all who have kept themselves 

unspotted in a corrupt world.
Angela Burdett-Coutts, and all almoners of the King

of Heaven. -
Mother Cecile, and all women loving and large-hearted 

in counsel.
Elizabeth Fry, and all pitiful women.
Agnes Jones, and all devoted nurses.
Queen Victoria, and all noble Queens.
Lady Margaret Beaufort, and all patronesses of sacred 

learning. '.
Mary Rogers (stewardess of the Stella), and all faithful 

servants.
Ann Clough, and all true teachers.
Mary Somerville, and all earnest students.
Susannah Wesley, and all devoted mothers.

Our Unsatisfactory Workhouses.
The action taken with regard to the unhappy fatalities 

at Hemel Hempstead Workhouse Infirmary, which 
resulted in the acquittal of the nurse implicated, has 
been followed by a correspondence in the “Times,” 
started by Princess Christian and the officers of the 
Workhouse Nursing Association, and followed by ■ the 
chairman of the Board of Guardians, the chairman of 
justices, and the foreman of the jury. The matter cannot 
now be allowed to rest in its present most unsatisfactory 
condition, and we hope that a full and free inquiry will 
be instituted by the Local Government Board.

More Protestants.
Mrs. Cobden Unwin last week resigned the member­

ship of the Rochdale Women's Liberal Association on 
account of the treatment which Women Suffragists were 
receiving. She asks: “ How long will the Liberal women 
of this country support a Government which refuses to 
make Women’s Suffrage a Government measure, although 
the second reading of the Bill has been carried by a large 
majority of all parties in the House of Commons, and a 
Prime Minister who obstinately refuses to receive a depu­
tation from any organised body of women?” Mrs. 
Cobden Unwin is a daughter of Richard Cobdeh, and the 
wife of the well-known publisher, Mr. T. Fisher Unwin.

Mrs. John Mills, president of the Altrincham and 
Bowdon Women’s Liberal Association, said at a meeting 
last week that the recent declaration of Mr. Churchill 
had aroused women to a keener sense of their false posi- 
tion. While they would not accept the physical force 
policy. Liberal women would let the Government know 
that unless their enfranchisement were to be included in 
the next Reform Bill and were to form part of the Liberal 
election programme, they would strike and retire from 
all share in political contests.

Evil Communications.
It is sad indeed to hear of Mrs. Arthur Somervell being 

so far corrupted by her communications with those dread­
ful women, the Suffragists, that she has taken to the 
methods of the more extreme section, and interrupted a 
Suffragist meeting in Edinburgh for quite a long time, 
on October 30, with questions out of their proper order. 
We are glad indeed to hear that the managers of the 
meeting would allow no violence to be done her.

Our Portrait.
How can we do better than publish the portrait of the 

first woman Member of Parliament to be elected to the 
Norwegian Parliament? Fru Anna Rogstad is " sub­
stitute-deputy ‘ ’ in the Storthing, and she is shown among 
her pupils in the Grunerslakken public school.
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Excuses and Prophesies.
This would seem indeed to be the age of little men. 

No great subject can ever, surely, have been approached 
in such a timid, confused, hesitating, and pettifogging 
spirit as this one of women’s enfranchisement. Last week 
we had the benefit of Lord Crews’s statement of the 
political situation, and it is noteworthy that in the whole 
of his long disquisition on the prospects of women’s 
enfranchisement, this Leader of the Liberal Party in the 
House of Lords did not utter one word that would have 
led anyone to suppose that he held or even professed 
liberal opinions: the whole of his speech was directed to 
showing women that to enfranchise them would be bad 
business" for the Liberals, and that by no process of 
gerrymandering could their votes be turned to party 
profit. He indulged in a good many prophesies, for some 
of which there would appear to be little or no justifica- 
tion. One remark, that where women had the Suffrage 
they took “singularly little interest in the politics of the 
State or colony to which they belonged,” is directly 
traversed by those who have experience in our colonies, 
and in parts of Australia it has even been noted that the 
women voted so well as to work up the interest of the 
men and make them vote better than they had ever done 
before. As to whether women would or would not vote 
for Free Trade, clericalism, taxing the foreigner, and so 
forth, we submit that neither Lord Crewe nor anyone 
else has any grounds for prophesying on the subject. The 
fact that Liberals are so sure women will be reactionary, 
and that Conservatives are so sure they will be revolu- 
tionary, only shows up very plainly one thing: they won’t 
take the trouble to know and understand women; they 
fear the unknown, and they cast about to find excuses for 
their inaction, which excuses they then dub with the 
more respectable name of reasons.

Lord Crewe proceeded to speak from what he called 
“ the low party point of view,’ ‘ but as for us, we cannot 
see that he ever spoke on this subject from any other. It 
is this which fills women’s hearts so full of bitterness and 
even contempt,—that their great human need should be 
met by men as if it were a mere pawn in some game the 
men were playing,-—not for progress, but for power. Let 
us see what were the " truths ’ ’ which Lord Crewe thought 
it good for women to hear. They seem to be two: first, 
that the support which we were given to understand we 
had in the House was unreal: it had been “ rather reck- 
less,” it was hasty and “without consideration," and it 
amounted to so little that a vote taken now would result 
in Women’s Suffrage being defeated by a large majority; 
secondly, that the Cabinet, although there was within it 
a majority in favour of reform (this he did not deny), 
was not unanimous on the question, and although our 
friends would none of them risk office for our sakes, the 
opponents of the Suffrage would do so. In the Cabinet, 
that is to say, our friends are many and weak and our foes 
few and bitter.

Lord Crewe is reported to have said that all this was 
cold comfort. It seems that he can hardly have realized 
the depth of indignation that such a diagnosis would 
arouse if women really believed it to be entirely true. 
We are to believe, according to him, that all those pledged 
Members in the House have gone back on their pledges, 
and that even those who voted for Mr. Stanger’s and Mr. 
Howard’s Bills would now vote against them (for he did 
not make any particular qualifications the difficulty) ; 
that their " support ’ ’ was merely a blind, and that if they 
really feared a Bill might become law they would vote 
against it. Women, angered and impatient, have often 
made such statements in public, and have been rebuked 
for such cynicism, such “ want of trust ” in our noble 
statesmen; are we to believe that it is true after all? A 
Liberal says so; are Liberal women to believe him ?

He talked the usual nonsense about an“ illiberal fran- 
chise." One may bear with some patience the 
opposition of people who will move Heaven and Earth to 
get an enlarged franchise, but frankly, no Suffragist can 
take advice from a Liberal who is opposed to Women’s 
Suffrage, who refuses to help it, who regards the demand 
for Adult Suffrage as “ postponing the question,” and yet 
says that the women who prefer the bird in the hand are 
giving Liberals a “hard nut to crack.” What he does 
not seem to grasp is that women want the sex disability 
removed, and that speedily ; they do not intend to work 
patiently for a Liberal party which offers them Adult 
Suffrage in a “ dim and speculative future. ’ ’ The Liberal 
who prefers to enfranchise no women because he cannot 
see his way to enfranchising all, gives women a still 
harder “ nut to crack,” and when, like Lord Crewe, he 
says one thing to women and another to men, women may 
be excused if they think his advice not worth following.
Lord Crewe spoke in the House of Lords on the London 
Elections Bill, and there he said: “ When it was proposed 
to remove a particular anomaly, they were constantly met 
with the argument that it was no use dealing with the 
matter in a piecemeal fashion, and that if anomalies were 
to be removed, they must all be swept away at once. But 
the whole custom of legislation in this country had been 
piecemeal legislation. All the Reform Bills mentioned 
by Viscount Midleton were undoubtedly piecemeal 
measures, and full of exceptions, hedged about with safe- 
guards, and conferring the Suffrage on one particular 
class at a time. ... If they had a chance of meet­
ing a particular grievance, the existence of which was not 
denied, they ought to take it.” What was this 
“grievance”? Why, that some 40,000 men in London 
were temporarily deprived of their votes when they 
removed, and that a few other men had more than one 
vote. Can this compare, as a grievance, with the fact 
that between eight and nine million women in England 
are entirely deprived of votes for the whole of the term 
of their natural lives? Men made the “property vote.” 
It is only when women ask to share it that they find that 
they cannot give it to women.

Lord Crewe, like so many politicians, took care to leave 
his party many doors of escape. Mr. Asquith had 
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ment, barring accidents. The existence of the House of 
Lords appears to be an accident (one which might have 
been foreseen, we submit, but “ on ne saurait penser a 
tout,” and doubtless Mr. Asquith just forgot the House 
of Lords when he made his kind promise); this will prob­
ably prevent the Reform Bill from materializing, and 
then, in a new Parliament, of course, a Reform Bill can- 
not be brought in till near its end; it will then be some­
one’s duty to invent another happy “ accident, ‘ ’ and so on 
as long as the game pays.

Meanwhile Lord Crewe gives Liberal women two alter­
natives : (1) “If the Suffrage was not made an issue by 
the Liberal party, and if they yet considered that in spite 
of that the party remained the best engine for progress in 
the country, they would be prepared to hope for the con­
version of the Liberal party to their views. (2) If they 
thought that the cause of the Suffrage was more precious 
than the others, then he should even advise them to work 
only for the conversion of women to Woman Suffrage.” 
It seems as if Lord Crewe could only imagine women as 
so many Lord Crewes in petticoats. Alternatives will 
suggest themselves to women other than being “pre­
pared ” to “ hope ’ ’ for “ conversion, ’ ’ or than devoting 
themselves to converting those who are as helpless as 
themselves. We have no fear that women will know how 
to use rather more powerful weapons, and that they will 
by-and-bye make it as well worth while for a politician to 
be their friend as to be their enemy.

The Week’s Wage.

By Mrs. Murray Hickson.
- A thousand words are a thousand words; one cannot 

say much in them. But “ The Common Cause ” is a busy 
paper whose crowded spaces afford no wider room; there­
fore, when the Editor kindly allowed me a thousand 
words in which to write about “ A Little Cheque, ’ ’ I was 
duly grateful, and now, when I am permitted to touch 
upon another aspect of the same subject, I am more 
grateful still.

It is hard upon a woman of the upper classes whose hus­
band keeps too tight a hand upon the purse-strings, yet 
her lot is easy and pleasant compared with that of her 
poorer sister in the same plight. If the one feels the 
pinch of curtailed " pin-money,” the degradation of 
having to " coax ’ ’ for the price of a pair of gloves, what 
must it be to the other, whose bread, whose very 
existence, depends upon the character or the mood of the 
man she has married ? In our class many women possess 
a portion of their own—settled upon them and secured by 
law. If we choose to let our husbands have the spending 
of that portion the fault is ours; due to inherent weakness 
on our part, inherent selfishness on his; it becomes, in 
fact, a question of character, and for questions of char­
acter no law finds a remedy. Laws help those who help 
themselves; they are powerless to provide for people who 
will not put them into operation. Of course, many upper- 
class wives are portionless; for them some provision should 
be arranged to ensure a certain justice, a - certain 
independence, but their need for protection is nothing 
when compared with that of the working woman.

Can it be generally known that a man is in no way 
forced by law to provide for his wife and children? He 
may keep them without proper money, without proper 
food; he may desert them, he may cut down the supplies 
below living point, yet there is no redress. Only this: if 
wife and children, are forced into the Workhouse, the 
Workhouse authorities may recover the amount of their 
keep from the husband—if they can find him. The wife 
has no power to compel her " man ” to provide for her or 
for her children.

This being so, any law apportioning to the wife a fixed 
allowance, according to her husband’s means, would be 
of service in cases of gross neglect or of desertion. That 
no such law exists is an amazing though, luckily, not a 
well recognised fact. Did the mass of working-men 
realize their irresponsibility, possibly their families would 
be worse off than now; as it is, there exist among them — 
just as amongst men of better class—varying standards

of honour as regards their womankind; some high, some 
low, some unaccountable; yet few of them falling below a 
notion that bare, necessary maintenance should be pro­
vided. The opinion of their fellows carries weight, as it 
does with most of us; but the ideas of many working-men 
about the necessities of life for women and children are 
not only interesting, but astonishing. In one of the big 
Yorkshire cities it is quite a common thing for a man 
earning from two to five pounds a week to give his wife 
sixteen, eighteen, or twenty shillings upon which to pro- 
vide for the household, while he spends the remainder on 
dogs, “sport,” gambling, and drink. Now it is not easy 
to clothe and feed six or seven people, to pay the doctor, 
and to keep a household going upon sixteen, or even upon 
twenty shillings a week. The wife works very, very hard 
to do it. She bears the children, she brings them up, she 
cooks, cleans, sews, and nurses. She feeds her family, her­
self, and her lord and master (these North-country skilled 
workmen like to eat and drink abundantly), and she 
defrays all household expenses out of this pittance. 
Presently bad times come; nothing is saved; the woman 
is obliged to run into debt. Again trade revives ;money 
is plentiful, but frequently the wife does not benefit. She 
has fallen behind in her weekly payments and she cannot 
regain lost ground. Then follows the inevitable. The 
harassed shopkeeper, often a poor widow barely able to 
keep head above water, resorts to the County Court, and 
the man—responsible and ostensible head of the family, 
as he likes to be, as he should be considered—is summoned 
for debt. He seldom, or never, appears; he sends his 
drudge—the wife. Arrived in court, she can only plead: 
“Please, your Honour, I have but sixteen shillings a 
week: That's what my man gives me. ” The wages books 
are turned up; the court finds that the husband is making 
two, three, or five pounds, and the court says so. The 
statement doesn’t affect the woman, poor thing. She is 
usually unable to realize that, under these conditions, she 
ought to receive more, and all she can say is; " My man 
must have some money for boots and beer.” This reply 
greatly amuses a busy judge in the North; he once 
remarked that in all his life he had not spent on boots 
what a Yorkshire workman seems to lay out in a single 
year. In the end a judgment order is made; but how 
can the wife pay ? She can’t, she doesn’t, and the matter 
drags on until finally her husband is ordered to pay or go 
to prison—not " for debt, ‘ ‘ as so many believe; imprison- 
meat for debt is obsolete and unknown, but for contempt 
of court, for refusing to pay just debts while possessing 
the means with which to discharge them. He seldom goes 
to prison. In 99 cases out of a hundred he damns—and 
pays! Then the whole weary round recommences, and so 
on, da capo.

. Now, if some law could be framed—it would be 
difficult, yet surely not impossible,—if some law could be 
framed to secure a minimum allowance to every wife 
based upon her husband’s earnings, half this misery would 
be swept away. Surely, with Woman’s Suffrage, some­
thing could be done. Without it, there seems but little 
chance, because men, in the bulk, are unable to realize 
how hardly a shortage of money presses upon their 
women. They do not mean to be cruel, either the work­
ing-men or the men of the upper classes, but it is not they 
who lack independence; and they simply haven't 
imagination to put themselves in a women’s place. How 
should they 1

A friend urges that such a law would press hardly upon 
those men whose wives are bad managers, foolish, 
drunken, or spendthrift. Also that no good man with- 
holds a proper maintenance from his wife and children. 
This is true. But laws are not framed to shackle good 
people, but to keep in order bad or faulty ones, and for 
the protection of the weak who cannot protect themselves, 
whether " the weak "‘ compose a class or a sex. The 
drunken, the silly, wife would have but a minimum of 
money to squander. No husband would be bound to give 
more than a fixed sum, though, of course, he could give 
more when he wished to do so, even to the half, or the 
whole, of his kingdom. And—again it would be difficult, 
yet possible—some clause could surely be arranged which 
should protect a husband from his wife’s culpable 
extravagance and, in view of her incapacity, allow him to 
administer her portion ?

In any case such a law would press no more heavily 
upon a careful, generous husband mated with a bad wife, 
than its absence now affects the good wife, eager to do her 
best, but groaning under the oppression of a tyrannical or 
mean husband—an “owner” from whose injustice she 
can obtain no redress.

[Note.—This article was in type before the appearance 
of an article on a similar subject in “The Englishwoman. ’ ‘ 
It is good to think the subject is " in the air.’’]

In Parliament.
Another Reform Bill Thrown Out.

The House of Commons did not sit all last week.
In the House of Lords on the 9th, Lord Denman moved 

the second reading of the London Elections Bill, and
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The Executive Committee.
The whole force and enthusiasm of the National Union 

must from now be put forth, to carry out the great 
scheme of constructive work at the general election. To 
start this great campaign, we are holding a meeting in 
the Scala Theatre on Tuesday, December 7, at 8 
o’clock. Mrs. Fawcett, Councillor Margaret Ashton, and
Miss Helen Fraser, all speakers from the fighting line, 
will there set forth our policy and, with the help of Miss
Bertha Mason in the chair, put before the members of 
the Union our practical needs in the way of funds.
What we have to do in this coming general election is to 
make sure the Budget question shall not swamp the 
equally .urgent matter of women’s enfranchisement. That 
is not an easy task. But it can be done. We have the 
beginnings of such a work in the voters’ petition. We 
must make this an overwhelming demand, and send up to 
Parliament a mandate which cannot be disregarded.
The petition is to be one part of our policy. As to the 
rest, we must wait till the 6th for the Council’s decisions, 
which will be announced at the Scala on the 7th. As 
for the petition, we must set ourselves to get at least 
one million signatures, and this work can be started at 
once. The petition forms are ready at the office, and the 
register of voters can be obtained at any Town Hall. All 
that need be done is to get the forms, look out the names 
of the voters on the register, and then go and see them; 
at the same time holding small meetings, whether indoors 
or outdoors, explaining how much men can do to help us 
by signing our petition, and by asking their candidate 
questions. In a few days a simple leaflet about the 
petition will be ready, and if every secretary will send 
for election literature early it will be a great help. We 
can make this election a Suffrage election if we put our 
whole strength forward. We must make it a triumph of 
constitutionalism and of justice, and show at this moment 
of political excitement that the women of the nation must 
no longer be excluded from sharing in the responsibility 
of a great national decision. J ust now what we need most 
is help for the meeting; people to sell tickets and to buy 
them, and distribute handbills, to act as stewards, and to 
give donations. Will everyone who can help send in his 
or her name as soon as possible to me, at 25, Victoria 
Street?

MARION PHILLIPS.
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Lord Derby, in moving its rejection, said that there had 
been no commotion in the country over the rejection of 
the Plural Voting Bill, and there would be none over 
this. Lord Crewe, replying to Viscount Midleton, made 
a statement about "piecemeal legislation,” to which 
reference is made in our leading article. ■

The Bill was rejected, 40 voting for and 157 against 
a second reading.

Irish Land Bill.
Negotiations are said to be proceeding between the 

Earl of Crewe, Lord Lansdowne, Mr. Birrell, the 
Attorney-General for Ireland, Lord Londonderry, and 
Mr. Walter Long, on the subject of the Irish Land Bill, 
the whole of the Lords’ amendments to it having been 
thrown out by the Commons.

Treasurer’s Notes.
Subscriptions and Donations, Nov. 1 to

Nov. 13.
Mrs. Napier (Don.) General Fund ............. .
Mrs. Henry F. Cox (Don.) General Fund ...
Miss Eleanor Rathbone (Don.) General Elec­

tion Fund_.......................... 
Miss Eleanor Rathbone (Don.) Welsh Cam- 

paign Fund _   
Miss M. B. Thornton (Sub.) .............................
Miss Vida Morris (Don.) General Fund ........
Miss Margaret Ashton (Don.) General Elec­

tion Fund .....................___ ..............
Miss Jessie Green (Don.) 3d.-bit Fund .........
Cardiff W.S.S., per Mrs. Morgan (Don.)

General Election Fund ...................... 
Miss W. Harold (Sub.) ...... ................. ....... ......
Brighton W.S.S., per Mias Allum (Don.) 

General Election Fund ......................  
Anon. (Don.) General Election Fund .............

£ s. d.
5 0 0
0 10 6

100 0 0

50 0 . 0
10 0 0
0 1 0

50 00
15 0

3 6 10
0 10

0 14 6
0 2 6

221 0 4
BERTHA Mason, Treasurer.

Women’s Suffrage and the General 
Election.

The general election will be fought on one great issue 
—the greatest constitutional fight of generations. Where 
do Women Suffragists stand, and what is expedient for 
them to do?. Since the last general election much has 
been done for the reform. Conflicting policies have been 
carried out, and tactics of obstruction and reprisal have 
loomed large. The anti-Government policy, conceived 
at its inception to be one that would wrest a pledge 
speedily from the Government, has gone on till it has 
degenerated into an anti-Liberal one, till antagonism, 
not, and violence have become the order of the day, and 
its most brilliant exponents have become merely the tools 
of the vote-catching politician of the Opposition. It 
was an idea that was the result of a grave miscalculation 
of the support the demand had in the country. It was 
a policy that was a failure eighteen months ago, that 
was admittedly a failure when they cast the first stone, 
and refused the right of free speech to the Cabinet. If 
the anti-government policy were really effective politi- ca Y 1 it exerted the pressure upon the governing party of which we hear so much, no tactics save the anti-GMern, 
merit by-etectton policy would be necessary.
If it really put pressure upon the Government, if it 

really damaged and defeated its candidates, no women 
would need to go to prison, no tactics would be required 

does not. 1



NOVEMBER 18, 1909. THE COMMON CAUSE, 419

418 THE COMMON CAUSE, NOVEMBER 18, 1909.

The Irish party is often quoted in defence of the policy
—an unfortunate choice. The Irish desire to leave the 
Government, to cease to be of it. We desire to be of 
it, and the policy that one might adopt if one desired to 
antagonise and go out is not the policy to adopt if one 
desires to share.

All over the country the electors have been antagonised 
by the policy—in the House of Commons some people go 
so far as to say that if the Government were to bring 
in the Bill at this moment, the private members would 
defeat it.

The anti-Government policy, examined in the light of 
practical politics, is built upon a house of cards. It is 
entirely built upon the 420 pledges given at the last 
general election. Only about 70 of these pledges were 
confirmed by the electorate. We do not grant our 
reforms in this country—we do not make great consti- 
tutional changes on that kind of pledge. We shall never 
get this reform now till it is definitely taken up by one 
of the great parties. We shall never have it taken up 
by one of the great parties till the other policy, ours, 
which has saved this movement from being cast aside 
altogether politically, takes its rightful place as the policy 
of the Suffrage movement. Realise that this is a great 
task—that we are not going to rush this or any British 
Government or the British people on this question.

We must go on constructing—go on doing the greatest 
work, the work of education—go on with our practical 
political work, the task of securing mandates from the 
electors and people, the task of building up an educated 
public opinion among the people, the electors, and, of 
necessity, the parties. Then the pressure upon our 
Cabinet will come. Then we shall demand with our 
forces arrayed and not in vain.

At the general election we have a great work to do.
Do not let the one great issue depress you. Humanity’s 
mind has room for more than one thought. Electors 
will realise the great truth and just claim that, upon the 
great constitutional question, qualified women should 
have spoken and had the right to cast their weight as full 
citizens as well as men.

The electors must give us a mandate from every con- 
stituency. Every member of the Union must work to 
secure that.

The note that we must strike in our campaigning is 
the note of support—not of antagonism. The country is 
tired of antagonism—tired to death of reprisals and per­
sonal and party attacks. We must strike a 
saner note—a strong hopeful note, and we 
must go into this great fight, ■ we must 
give our money, our enthusiasm, and our personal 
service with the courage that those who do battle for the 
righteous and inevitably victorious cause always have. 
A fight against great odds is a glorious thing. See to it 
that the National Union’s fight is gloriously fought.

HELEN FRASER.

The London Society.
Bermondsey Election.

I should be glad if you would kindly allow me through 
your columns to thank, on behalf of the Executive Committee 
of the London Society for Women’s Suffrage, all those who 
have so generously contributed towards our Bermondsey By- 
election Fund.—Yours,

P. Strachey, Secretary.
Bermondsey By-Election Fund.

£ s. d.
Donations already acknowledged ..............  32 1 6 
Mrs. Robie Uniacke ....................................... 10 0
Collected by the Nottingham Society 

(N.U.W.S.S.)  7 10 0

£40 1 6

The Younger Suffragists.
A society of “Younger Suffragists’’ has been started with 

the object of providing those who cannot take part in the 
regular work of the other societies with an opportunity of 
doing something for their common cause. It is non-party 
and iron-militant.

Its members hope to organise dances, concerts, plays, and 
entertainments, to have speakers’ classes, debates, and 

lectures, and in this way both to raise money and to advertise 
the movement. , n.

The society has already received several girts both in money 
and kind. A friend has lent her flat in Victoria Street, and 
an office has been opened there. The " Younger Suffragists 
also have a typewriter and some furniture, but they need a 
great many other things, which they hope their friends will 
give them. . D -V -V

The first meeting of the society will be held on December • 
(afternoon). Miss fe- Robertson, one of our members, has 
lent her house, and Lady Betty Balfour has very kindly 
consented to speak. .

The hon. secretary. Miss O. J. Dunlop, will be aehg.ited 
give further information to anyone who wishes to join. The 
office address is: 36, Victoria Street, Westminster.

The National Union in Salisbury.
I have just spent ten days in that beautiful old Cathedral 

town, Salisbury, organising the formation of the Salisbury 
and District W.S.S. On every hand I met with the utmost 
kindness and courtesy, not to mention ■ practical help, 
especially from the owner of a motor-car, who took me round 
to an outlying district. I had an easy task in setting this 
new society on its feet, for much work had been done before 
I came, and arrangements for meetings were settled previous 
to my arrival by the energetic and businesslike hon. secre- 
tary. Miss Hardy. - . 4 ........- .

I addressed six meetings in all—one at the inauguration 
meeting of the new branch, another at the Adult School, by 
request of the Mayoress, a third speech to the staff of the 
Godolphin School, followed by an address by special request 
at the reception held in honour of the new Mayoress, Mrs. 
Shepherd (who I am glad to say is a member of the com- 
mittee), besides another to the Wesleyan mothers’ meeting. 
I held forth the same evening at a public meeting, the 
success of which more than realised our fondest hopes. A 
large audience filled the Central Hall, and gave the closest 
attention to all I had to say to them. Mrs. Murray-Prior, 
from Australia, and Miss Bagnall, from New Zealand, greatly 
pleased everyone with their interesting details about the 
effect of the woman’s vote in both these Commonwealths. 
An irate Anti-Suffragist desired to floor me, but unfortu- 
nately for herself she tried to heckle me on the particular 
points I have specialised in, and my stream of information 
in reply hugely delighted the audience, and clearly showed 
in which direction their sympathy lay. A good collection 
was taken for the funds of the new branch, and a brisk sale 
of literature and " Common Causes"‘ was carried on by 
several energetic sellers. A satisfactory proportion of the 
audience was composed of electors, and the policy of the 
N.U. was explained at the outset by a most popular chair- 
man, the Rev. Geoffrey Hill. Plans for future work have 
been well laid, and ought to have good results.

DOROTHY EDWARDS (Organiser).

Deputation to Lord Crewe.
The following report is taken from “The Times"‘ of 

November 12:— -
A deputation of 14 members of the Forward Suffrage Union 

within the Women’s Liberal Federation was received by Lord 
Crewe at the Colonial Office yesterday.

Lady Grove, who introduced the deputation, said their 
object was to try to obtain some definite idea of the attitude 
the present Government meant to adopt on the question of 
Woman Suffrage when they appealed to the country, in order 
that the dissatisfaction which was spreading rapidly among a 
large proportion of Liberal women throughout the country 
might be arrested. The Prime Minister’s pronouncement, 
though appreciated, did not satisfy them.

The Hon. Mrs. Bertrand Russell referred to the severe loss 
which the Liberal party was suffering in the constituencies 
through the fact that the ardent women Liberals were obliged 
to concentrate on the suffrage.

Lord Crewe, in reply, acknowledged the moderation with 
which the ladies had stated their wishes. He feared he could 
not make anything like a declaration of policy on behalf of 
the Government. He had not before been asked to make any 
declaration on Female Suffrage, but he had never been a 
violent opponent. He had felt the weight of what he might 
call the sex considerations pure and simple, but he had never 
regarded an extension of the franchise to women as con- 
stituting a public danger. His own belief was that, so far 
as general politics were concerned, the concession would not 
have any great effect. Looking at it from the point of view 
of a Liberal, he thought that many social good causes, such 
as temperance, would be definitely strengthened. On the 
other side, causes which he did not himself favour, such as 
clericalism and denominational education, would also gain 
some considerable access of strength. As regarded the fiscal 
question, he thought that the cause of free food would 
probably be strengthened by the women’s vote. On the other 
hand, he would not be surprised if the desire to tax the 
foreigner—if they believed such an operation could be carried 
into effect—would be largely helped by the vote of the female 
sex. He considered that the main objection to the extension 

of the Suffrage was that it would add to the number of 
indifferent voters. Other countries in which Woman 
Suffrage had been given had experienced that difficulty. It 
had been found that they took singularly little interest in the 
politics of the State or colony to which they belonged.

They could not deny that the question, quite apart from 
the events of the moment, did divided the Liberal party 
sharply. If they made this question a definite issue at the 
general election, it would undoubtedly involve changes in 
those who now held office in the party. That, women said, 
was a matter of no importance, but it would involve a 
distinct loss of strength to the Liberal party. Speaking from 
the low point of view, the losses were merely a matter of 
counting heads. The losses at one end might be as great as 
the gain at the other. He confessed to a sympathy with the 
point of view expressed by the deputation. It was hard, when 
they had given their time and money and energies to the 
Liberal cause, to find that the one item in the whole pro- 
gramme of politics to which they attached the most 
importance was set aside by the Liberal party. It seemed to 
him that each must judge for herself in such a case as that. 
If the Suffrage was not made an issue by the Liberal party, 
and if they yet considered that, in spite of that, the party 
remained the best engine for progress in the country, they 
would be prepared to hope for the conversion of the party 
to their views. If they thought that the cause of the Suffrage 
was more precious than the others, then he would even 
advise them to work only for the conversion of women to 
Woman Suffrage. All this was very cold comfort. (Hear, 
hear.) He believed there was a way out of the difficulty, but 
he was not going to say what that was. He was not going 
to forecast the future. They had asked a simple question, 
and if they asked whether there was a chance of Woman 
Suffrage being made a plank in the Government programme 
if they went to the country, he replied that there was not. 
He understood many women, although excellent Liberals in 
all respects, would sooner take an illiberal franchise than 
none at all. That was a very hard nut for Liberals to crack. 
If they were to join in giving a narrow form of franchise, 
which in effect would have the result of attaching the vote 
in a great majority of cases to property rather than to the 
individual, they would be breaking one of the Liberal 
principles and would also be doing something of an extreme 
quixotic character from the party point of view, because they 
would be damaging their position very seriously. On the 
other hand, he admitted, if they wanted anything like Adult 
Suffrage, they did seem to be postponing the question, because 
that was so large a business that the country might fairly 
be expected to take time to consider it. But a 
general reform was of an urgent character, and he 
should think that they would not long postpone the question, 
and then the Suffrage cause would undoubtedly come under 
consideration. He had said more than he intended to say, 
and was afraid he had given them little comfort. That was 
not from want of good will, but it was useless to disguise the 
facts.

Lady Grove mentioned, with regard to Lord Crewe’s state­
ment that a limited Bill was not democratic, that of the 
million and a half women who would be enfranchised under 
that Bill, 82 per cent, would be working women.

Manchester Liberals.
On Wednesday, November 10, a special meeting of the 

General Council of the Manchester Liberal Federation was 
held in the Reform Club, Manchester, to discuss the following 
resolution: -" That this meeting of the Council of the Man- 
chester Liberal Federation, while regretting and condemning 
the policy of violence adopted by a section of the Suffragists, 
recognises the urgency of women’s need for the Parliamentary 
vote, and desires to give all the assistance in its power to the 
promotion of a practical measure for their speedy enfran- 
chisement.’

Mr. C. P. Scott (president) was in the chair, and he was 
supported by Mr. W. E. Thompson (chairman of the General 
Committee) and Mr. William Royle (chairman of the 
Executive). The Chairman explained that the resolution was 
not presented as official, but was there " to focus discussion,” 
and the Council was at liberty to pass, to reject, or to amend 
it. Three women then addressed the meeting.

Mrs. W. Tattersall (president. Liberal Women’s Suffrage 
League) argued that the women’s vote would tend to reduce 
the rough and tumble of political life, and that the only way 
of educating the masses politically was to give them the vote. 
Women wanted the vote because it would raise their status, 
and also because of the many reforms which they had at 
heart.

Councillor Margaret Ashton (chairman of the Executive 
of the North of England Society for Women’s Suffrage) 
said that women, just like men, were citizens of this country. 
Representative government made for the greatest happiness 
of a nation, and no government could be really representative 
if any large section of the community was deprived of repre­
sentative power. Women were interested in good govern­
ment equally with men, and suffered under bad laws like men. 
and they understood what were the laws which oppressed 
them better than men. Votes for women was not a revolu­
tionary demand, but only a progressive necessity of an 

advancing country. Women had seen class after class 
enfranchised and interest after interest represented in Parlia- 
ment, and they alone were left out. They asked for the vote 
not entirely that they might protect themselves, but also 
that they might be heard on all legislation. They did not 
ask that women should be able to sit in Parliament, but what 
they did want was that women should be allowed to elect 
members of Parliament, who would then be interested in 
directly representing women. They might talk about the 
influence of women, but men had influence and a vote as 
well, and influence with the vote was infinitely more powerful 
than influence without it. It was not good for the nation that 
one section of it should be entirely unrepresented. What 
harm had ever come of extending the franchise to fresh 
classes? What weakness to the nation had resulted from 
giving interest in national concerns to greater numbers of the 
people ? There was a whole side of social reform in which 
women could do more to help forward progress, because it 
touched the inner family life, and it was the family life of 
the nation that was at stake at the present time. Women 
asked for the vote for the sake of the nation, and not for 
themselves alone.

Mrs. F. T. Swanwick (hon. secretary of the North of 
England Society) said she was glad to speak to party men, 
because they did not often give her the chance. Few party 
men came to Suffrage meetings, and it was not easy to get 
them to hear what the women had to say. Consequently 
they made an absurd bogey of the thing called " Suffragist,” 
which was quite unlike the creature they were familiar with in 
daily life—unfeminine, unsexed, injurious,—and on no 
account to be listened to. They were party men. What did 
their party, the great Liberal party, stand for ? Were they 
banded together merely to protect vested interests, to uphold 
privilege, to maintain monopoly ? She had been reared in the 
tradition that the Liberal party stood for the liberties of the 
people. Were the people only men? We were hearing a great 
deal now of the House of Lords resisting the will of the people. 
But to women, both Houses were Houses of Lords. Men 
exploited the women not only in deed but in word, until the 
" poor widow " was a byword for laughter in the Men’s House. 
Among their Free Trade posters they had a picture of a 
woman trying to shut the cupboard door against a great Tariff 
Reform hand about to seize her food; if they were honest, 
why did they not give women the key with which to lock the 
cupboard door ? There was no sex war yet. Women had men, 
many and good, on their side; these men were the idealists, 
the intellectuals, the working-men. In Manchester they had 
a good number among party men—Sir Charles Schwann, Sir 
George Kemp, Mr. Zimmermann, Mr. Scott, and others. But 
they wanted the whole party to move. Elections were never 
upon one issue only. They recognised that the House of Lords 
was bound to be a great question, but there was no reason 
why they should not include Women’s Suffrage as one of the 
great questions upon which opinion would be taken at the 
general election. They were proposing to deal with divorce, 
poor law, industry, education, drink, and religion. Before 
they touched any of these questions women must have freedom 
to make their opinion felt. Women were not free. She 
would ask only two questions: Would any man think he was 
free if he were not considered to be the parent of his own 
child, and if at any time women alone could deprive him by 
law of the means of earning an honest livelihood ? She quoted 
Mr. Asquith’s speech at the Eighty Club last July, and said 
she only asked them to apply these principles. When they 
swelled their chests at party meetings and sang "Land of 
Hope and Glory, Mother of the Free,” let them remember 
that in England only the men were free.

Mr. Royle moved the resolution, which was seconded from 
the body of the hall. A rider, proposed by Mr. G. G. Arm- 
strong, ran : " And respectfully urges His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to include this measure in the programme on which they 
go to the country at the general election." Mr. .Armstrong 
thought that if they passed the resolution it would leave them 
where they were. They wanted the next election to give a 
mandate for Women’s Suffrage, and how could that be if it 
was not in the party’s programme ? The Prime Minister had 
promised to include Women’s Suffrage in a Government Bill 
if a majority of the House of Commons supported it, and now 
they must ask the Government to go a step further, and 
make it a Cabinet question. Was it fair to put such a strain 
on the loyalty of Liberal Women Suffragists as they did 
when they gave them only nebulous promises ?

Mrs. Barton (a member of the Council) supported the rider, 
which was rather hurriedly put to the vote and lost. Mr. 
J. A. Bland moved an amendment recommending the claims 
of women to the Parliamentary vote, but postponing any 
action until the policy of violence should be abandoned. Mr. 
Alexander Porter and others opposed this, and it was lost. 
After further rather desultory discussion, the Chairman, 
before putting the resolution, said: " So far from the women 
coming here and begging us as Liberals to support this cause, 
we ought to be all tumbling over each other to help them in 
every possible way. It is not that they are asking us to do 
something new and strange, they are simply asking us to 
give the most obvious application to principles which we have 
been proclaiming from on high ever since we were Liberals 
and had a voice to proclaim them."

The resolution was then put and carried, with fourteen 
dissentients. The result was greeted with cheers.
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It is important to make quite clear that the passing of 
this resolution, in an open Council meeting of which due 
notice had been given, commits the Manchester Liberal 
Federation to the terms of the resolution. An anonymous 
writer to the local papers tries to get out of this by saying 
that the resolution was not “official.” The Chairman 
explained at the meeting that it was not put forward officially 
by the Executive, and that it was open to the Council to 
pass, reject, or amend it. Since the Council chose to pass 
it (by several hundreds to 14), it has become now the 
“official” pronouncement of the Manchester Liberal Federa- 
tion, and is binding on them.

Nottingham Women’s Liberal Union.
A deputation from the Nottingham W.L. Union was 

received by Dr. Macnamara (Secretary to the Admiralty) on 
Thursday last. The deputation was introduced by Arthur 
Richardson, Esq., M.P., and the hon. secretary, Mrs. W. E. 
Dowson, said that if the Government did not make it clear 
that they would help women, they could not have the help 
of the best and most progressive women of the country.

Dr. Macnamara said the functions of men and women as 
citizens were different but of equal importance. The absence 
of the franchise certainly did place women in an inferior 
position to men. He held the view that it was economically 
sound that where a woman did the same work as a man she 
should get the same wages, but he believed that if a woman 
had a husband who could maintain her, her best place was in 
her home. The tactics of the militant section of the 
Suffragists had set back the cause of Women’s Suffrage, but 
his own views would survive any danger from the action ot 
these women. He had always given his support to Women’s 
Suffrage, and was entirely in favour of that and of Adult 
Suffrage.—-" Nottingham Daily Express.”

The National Women’s Social and 
Political Union.

4, Clement's Inn, Strand, W.C.
The work of educating the people goes on steadily both 

in London and the provinces. Two new centres with their 
organisers have now been started at Southport and Burnley; 
and the Glasgow work is so extensive that it has been divided 
into six centres. In the Midlands and North of England 
Lady Constance Lytton and the Hon. Mrs. Haverfield are 
carrying on an extensive campaign, and numerous large 
meetings have been held for the general public, as well as 
special meetings for working women, and the usual street 
meetings. At Manchester last week Councillor Johnston 
spoke at a W.S.P.U. meeting protesting against the treat­
ment of women prisoners. In the Queen's Hall on Monday 
last Mrs. Massy, daughter of Lady Knyvett, gave a racy 
account of her experiences at various by-elections,, and 
appealed for helpers for the contest shortly to be fought at 
Portsmouth. .

Funds continue to come in. During the past week over 
£600 was added, of which £152 is being devoted to the legal 
fund for Mrs. Leigh’s action against the Home Secretary, 
and the governor and doctor of Winson Green Gaol. This 
action will probably be heard on November 26th.

Various protests have been made during the week. At the 
Guildhall banquet, where Mr. Asquith was a guest, two women 
threw stones and broke a stained-glass window, for which 
they were sentenced to fines of £5 and £2, or in default one 
month's imprisonment. The prisoners elected not to pay 
the fine, but to go to prison. At Dalston protest meetings 
were held outside Mr. Samuel’s meeting; at the Savoy 
Theatre, during a performance of "The Mountaineers, 
several members of the W.S.P.U. questioned Mr. Lloyd- 
George, who was witnessing the performance from a box; 
and at Bristol various demonstrations were made in connec­
tion with the visit of Mr. Winston Churchill and Mr. Birrell: 
windows were broken at the Liberal Club and Post Office, 
and Miss Garnett assaulted Mr. Churchill at the station with 
a whip. As a consequence, Miss Wentworth and Miss Allen 
were sent to prison for 14 days; Miss Ellen Pitman was com­
mitted to the Assizes; and Miss Teresa Garnett was sentenced 
to one month with hard labour.

One prisoner was released last week, Miss Kitty Marion 
at Newcastle. She served a sentence of a month’s hard 
labour, and began a hunger strike and was forcibly fed.

Women's Freedom League.
4, Robert Street, Adelphi.

By the time this goes to press it will have been decided 
whether the trial of Mrs. Chapin and Miss Neilans is to be 
postponed for a month. We think this cannot be refused, 
as the authorities must see that it would not be fair to try 
Mrs. Chapin until Mr. Thorley has quite recovered from the 
unfortunate accident to his eye.

In addition to Mrs. Arncliffe Sennett, who has been booked 
for a long time, we are going to have Miss Cicely Hamilton 

to speak to us at our " At Home " on Wednesday, 17th; and 
on the 24th Mrs. Amy Sanderson from Yorkshire (a delight- 
ful speaker, who is too seldom heard in London) and 
Mrs. H. W. Nevinson are our speakers. Those who saw the 
wonderful women’s pageant at the Scala Theatre will, I 
think, go to our Yuletide festival at the Albert Hall on 11th 
December, to see it again, and to enjoy all the other attract 
tions. If they can arrange to be at the Albert Hall on that 
day from 3 till 10.30, the time will not hang heavy on their 
hands. ...... .. , - ’ -

The Rev. R. J. Campbell gives us each year an address, 
which appears later as a pamphlet, and which is thus an 
important addition to the literature of the movement. This 
year the meeting which he will address for us is to be at the 
Town Hall, Bradford, on the 7th December, and as Mrs. 
Despard will also speak, the hall should be crowded.

On next Monday (22nd) the Hampstead branch has 
arranged a meeting at Wellington Hall at 8 p.m., at which 
the speakers will be Mrs. Despard, Mrs. Arncliffe Sennett, 
and Mrs. H. W. Nevinson.

The Compleat Organizer.
X.—BY-ELECTIONS (4). PETITIONS.

The election petition is at the present time a most im­
portant feature of the by-election propaganda. Being 
signed by electors only, it is more valuable than any other 
class of petition, as every signature is verified by the Peti- 
tions Committee of the House of Commons, and the aim of 
the organizer should be to send up a petition on which the 
total of electors’ signatures is equal to if not larger than 
the number of votes polled by the successful candidate. Thia 
would indeed be a mandate from the country.

From the commencement of the campaign the petition 
arrangements must be organized. Immediately the com- 
mittee rooms are taken, printed posters, avoiding any party 
colours, should be placarded around the rooms in as many 
places as possible, and small paragraphs inserted in the 
local Press, above all emphasising its non-party attitude. 
Petition forms should be lying in the committee rooms, and 
others taken to each meeting during the campaign, and the 
necessity of signing there and then urged on the electors; 
many signatures obtained beforehand relieves the work on 
the day of polling. 2 nu

The prayer on the first page of a Parliamentary petition 
must be handwritten, though all successive headings may be 
printed. It is advisable to ask someone possessing good 
legible handwriting to set out the first form, which can 
then be signed up in the committee rooms and put in a 
place of safety till the total signatures arc obtained. Care 
must be taken to ensure a sufficient number of forms being 
provided; as an average there will probably be fifteen signa­
tures on each sheet, so, taking the official figures of the 
electorates at the respective polling booths, it can easily be 
estimated how many to provide, with a margin in case of 
accidents. A paper should be pinned up in the committee 
rooms, and the names set down of every available person 
willing to help on polling day, the list of polling stations 
and their respective numbers of electors obtained, and, if 
certain helpers can only go to certain polling stations, or are 
able only to give help during certain hours, the official num­
ber of the polling booths and the hours should be written 
against the respective names on the list.

To avoid mistakes it is well to have cards typed advising 
petition workers (1) that no invalid signature must be 
crossed out or a line run through it; it must be left to be 
thrown out when the signatures are verified by the Petitions 
Committee; also (2) that the petition must be signed by those 
only who have votes for the Parliamentary division in which 
the election is taking place; and (3) that, in the event of 
an elector being unable to write, his name may be put in by 
another person, he making a cross between his Christian and 
surname, or in case of more than one Christian name, between 
the second or last and the surname. In a country con­
stituency stamped post-cards pre-addressed to the organizer, 
with blank spaces for name of polling station, name of 
worker, and number of signatures obtained, should be sent to 
every person in charge, with a request to state these par­
ticulars and post when the poll is closed, in order that the 
organizer may know the total numbers and have some idea 
of the success of the petition. This is not necessary in a 
borough where the stations are more concentrated and the 
majority of the workers turn up at the committee rooms at 
the close of the day.

Having obtained the names and addresses of all those who 
are willing to assist, and the help of every available person 
having been pressed into the service, a schedule of the poll­
ing stations must be drawn up with the workers arranged 
according to accessibility to the different booths and the 
hours they are able to devote to the work. It is obvious 
that the heaviest places in point of numbers must be 
accorded to the experienced helpers, and more particularly 
that local workers whose opinions are well known should be 
appointed to those districts where their presence is an assur­
ance to some of the more suspicious electors that the petition . 
is entirely non-party—in other words, a woman of known 
Liberal views is priceless in a polling station in a district

which runs Liberal, as her participation in the work is 
absolute proof to those who have not attended the meetings 
that the petition is not directed against the Government.

Having planned the time-table, giving if possible short 
intervals for rest and meals (if the organizer is lucky in 
having sufficient help to go round and can provide alter- 
nates) instructions are sent to each helper nominating the 
place and hours on duty, and travelling arrangements in the 
case of those who come from a distance.

In a county constituency the final arrangements differ 
somewhat from those of a borough, and when there is no 
local Suffrage Society the organizer is nearly always short- 
handed, with probably thirty or forty polling stations to be 
staffed. Setting aside, therefore, as hopeless the desirability 
of giving time off for rest and meals, there may even then 
not be enough help to work each polling station; in that 
case the larger electorates obviously have the first claim, and 
the luckless helpers know their hours of duty are from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

[To be continued.]

Suffrage Matinee at the Scala Theatre.
The " Times" has the following account:—
The members of the Actresses' Franchise League and the 

Women Writers' Suffrage League combined to give a matinee 
which lasted for over four hours—four hours of real and 
sustained interest. Of course it was a matinee with a purpose. 
What women have done, and are doing, and mean to do was 
the theme throughout, but though the part which mere man 
played on the stage during the afternoon was hardly such as 
to fill his fellow-men with pride, it was all fair fun and fair 
fighting. Three new one-act plays were presented—The Pot 
and the Kettle, by Miss Cicely Hamilton and Miss Christopher 
St. John; Master, by Miss Gertrude Mouillot; and The Out­
cast, by Miss Beatrice Harraden and Miss Bessie Hatton. In 
the first of these the Pot is a youthful Anti-Suffragist 
indicted for assaulting and battering a titled Suffragist 
In the second the Master is a lazy good-for- 
nothing, who for years has been waiting for some- 
thing to turn up, living meanwhile on the earnings of his 
hard-working wife. Both of these are written with the express 
purpose of ridiculing the opponents of Woman Suffrage, but, 
quite apart from that, they are really excellent little plays, 
abounding in good-humoured and amusing satire. They were 
acted with the sort of cleverness which was to be found at the 
Court during the Vedrenne-Barker regime, and should find 
their way into the regular bill at one of the theatres. The 
Outcast is less sparkling, and depends on sentiment rather 
than satire for its interest. But it, too, is decidedly above 
the average. The programme also included songs by Miss 
Esther Palliser, stories by Miss Helen Mar, a pas de fascina­
tion by Miss Geraldine Somerset and M. Stefan Halle, and 
Miss Fanny Wentworth and Miss Beatrice Lindley sang and 
told stories " at the piano."

But the unique interest of the performance lay not in any 
of these, but in those separate parts of it which gave the 
idealistic view of the cause of Woman Suffrage. Apparently 
the whole of the large audience were in enthusiastic sympathy 
with the movement. But even its opponents must have been 
struck by the intense earnestness and the absolute good taste 
with which those ideals were presented. The Keynote of the 
prologue written for the occasion by Mr. Laurence Housman 
and spoken by Miss Margaret Halstan was struck in the line, 
“ No cause is great that is not hard to gain." The prologue 
was followed by a tableau from a cartoon by Mr. W. H. 
Margetson, in which Lady Grove was “Justice,” Mt. War- 
burton Gamble “Prejudice,” and Miss Maud Hoffman " The 
Woman.” In the Pageant of Famous Women which ended 
the performance this tableau was again the centre of the 
scene. The Woman, played this time by Miss Adeline Bourne, 
was appealing to Justice against the tyranny of Prejudice 
(Mr. Kenyon Musgrave). After Prejudice had made his 
general charge of Woman’s incompetency, the Woman called 
as her witnesses the Learned Women, the Artists, the Saintly 
Women, the Heroic Women, the Rulers, and the Warrior- 
Women famous in the history of the world, amongst them 
Miss Edith Craig, who arranged the pageant, as Rosa Bon- 
heur, Mrs. Brown Potter as Charlotte Cord-ay, Miss Pauline 
Chase as Joan of Arc, Miss Cicely Hamilton as Christian 
Davis, Miss. Elaine Inescourt as Hypatia, Miss Granville as 
Isabella, Miss Marion Terry as Florence Nightingale, and 
Miss Ellen Terry as Nance Oldfield.. " If,” said Miss Ellen 
Terry, " Prejudice had had its way in matters theatrical—

" This stage had been as dull as now ‘tis merry.
No Oldfield, Woffington, or—Ellen Terry.”

With this picturesque appeal to history the women writers 
and actors brought their appeal for the cause which they 
have at heart to a close, and no one seemed to be tired by the. 
length of the performance. Even for those who do not believe 
in the wisdom of the cause it was an afternoon to be 
remembered.

The Girls, The Boys, and The Cakes.
A FABLE.

Some fortunate boys had been given, or won, 
A number of cakes, while their sisters had none; 
Yet when they demanded a moderate share 
Their brothers did nothing but giggle and stare. 
They reasoned politely, they argued with heat, 
They screamed and they shouted for something to eat; 
But whether they shrieked or were perfectly dumb 
The boys never gave them so much as a crumb. 
“ The girls who are silent," they said, " do not take 
The slightest intelligent interest in cake: 
While as for the others who scream and who bawl, 
They are rude, and shall therefore have nothing at all.” 
Then some girls grew angry, and scarcely polite, , 
And proved most imprudently eager to fight. 
For their brothers would win, as a matter of course, 
if they settled their quarrel by physical force.
‘ How horrid and shocking!" some other girls thought, 
As they watched how their relatives struggled and fought. 
" Their tactics are wrong! How they wrangle and brawl!" 
And therefore their critics did nothing at all.
Till somebody said, " It would be a mistake 
To think more of tactics than getting our cake; 
Let us each one do something, the thing she thinks best, 
Instead of lamenting the faults of the rest. 
And then one fine morning, perhaps, we shall wake 
And find that we each are possessed of a cake! ”

—G. M. GEORGE.

Minding the Baby.
Babies and men were the distinguishing features of the 

audience at the North of England Society’s Pendleton meet­
ing last week. The men were mostly Socialists, who had come 
to hear Mr. Edward Carpenter, and all who stayed till the 
end voted for our resolution calling upon the candidates for 
West Salford to include Women’s Suffrage in their election 
addresses.

The babies, indeed, were the only protestants, and they 
protested to such purpose that the stewards hit upon the 
device of establishing a creche in an adjoining room, to which 
the infants were removed, leaving their mothers to listen to 
the speeches in peace.

It is alarming to be confronted with several unknown 
babies, and to feel that somehow they have to be kept quiet 
for an hour and a half; but for Mrs. Maconachie and Miss 
Gilson and Miss Courtney babies have no terrors, and the 
children had the time of their lives. Mrs. Maconachie left 
the platform to take a fretful baby from its mother’s arms, 
and was told that ‘ ‘ she would scream her eyes out,' but 
" she " was perfectly happy for the rest of the evening. We 
are taking Teddy bears to our next meeting. Anti-Suffra- 
gists, please note: that the unwomanly Suffragists can mind 
babies and conduct a public meeting at the same time.

Foreign News.
BELGIUM.

We read in La Francaisethat the National Congress " des 
CEuvres Catholiques ‘‘ held recently at Malines resolved 
that it is desirable that: 1. Catholic women should use their 
influence to obtain the legislative reforms necessary to the 
interests of women, notably more equitable marriage settle- 
merits. 2. They should respect and cause others to respect 
the principle of equity: for equal work, equal pay. 3. They 
should endeavour to convert public opinion to the Catholic 
ideal of one moral standard for both sexes.

POLAND.
A delegation from feminist societies led by Mlle. Duleba 

presented itself recently to the Polish Diet at Leopold to ask 
the leaders of the different political parties what would be 
their attitude towards the Stattubsbi Bill demanding univer. 
sal Suffrage for both sexes. The Conservatives would accord 
the franchise without eligibility; the Liberals and National­
ists would enfranchise only privileged women who pay taxes 
and have passed through secondary schools; the Socialists 
stand for sex equality before the law.

The feminists are carrying on an active propagandist cam- 
paign, and at a meeting on October 15 of 2,000 persons, a 
resolution calling for the inclusion of women in the next 
Reform Bill was passed unanimously.

A " Polish Union for Women's Suffrage” has been formed 
at Cracow.

Reviews.
The Magazines.

The Englishwoman for November contains an agreeably 
robust antidote to the morbid sensationalism of Professor 
Armstrong's " Revolt of Woman." Lady McLaren points out 
in an admirably sympathetic article that it is not the wage- 
earning mother who is most to be pitied, but she who is 
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wholly dependent on a man who cannot or will not support 
her and her children adequately. In "Echoes," some good 
illustrations are given of what women mean when they say 
that men regard as venial offences which strike at the very 
life of the nation. One of the most interesting and certainly 
the most curious and exotic of all the numbers, however, is a 
breath of the Spirit of Spain, by Don Miguel de Unamuno, 
Rector of the University of Salamanca.

Suffrage Literature.
The London Society issues a pretty little booklet giving its 

latest catalogue of leaflets, postcards, books, songs, and 
posters, etc., to be obtained at 58, Victoria Street.

The Brighton and FLove Society have published an effective 
sombre poster which would look well among paler ones. It 
represents Justice demanding the vote. It is 2ft. by 
2ft. 15in., and can be obtained from the Artists’ League. 
Price 4d.

The Common Cause Publishing Co. has a charming and 
pathetic lithograph by Mrs. Sargent Florence (1ft. by 
1ft. 6in.), representing a starved and draggled young mother 
with two children. The colouring is delicate, and the poster 
should be mounted on brown paper. Price 2d.

Women’s Suffrage Cookery Book.—Mrs. Aubrey Dowson 
has edited a cookery book containing 230 cookery and still- 
room recipes by Suffragists. It is published by the Women’s 
Printing Society in paper boards, price 1s. 3d., post free, and 
can be obtained from Mrs. Aubrey Dowson, Yew Tree Cot- 
tage, Lapworth, Warwickshire, or Miss E. M. Gardner, 10, 
Easy Row, Birmingham. The recipes are good, and some of 
them distinctly original. The proceeds of the sale are to 
go to the National Union.

The Conservative and Unionist Women’s Franchise lieview 
is a handsomely printed monthly in green covers, price 2d. 
The first number (November) has a portrait of the President 
of the Association, and a full record of work done and to do 
will be found.

"ANN VERONICA," by H. G. Wells. (T. Fisher Monk; 
p.p. 352.)

Mr. Wells can hardly write anything that is not clever and 
witty. " Ann Veronica " is both. It is a question whether 
the modern capacity for standing on one side and laughing 
at one’s own opinions and one’s own " causeif is not an 
immense disadvantage to the reformer; but from the point 
of view of literature, it is invaluable, and Mr. Well's descrip- 
tions of the " salons,” at which ‘the Higher Thought, the 
Simpler Life, Socialism, Humanitarianism ” are discussed by 
‘ the Children of Light," are very amusing to read. Miss 
Miniver is a really convincing creation, with her pathetic and 
one-idea'd iteration of the plea that " there is no remedy 
except the Vote." Indeed, the little Suffragette—perhaps 
because one has met her—seems nearer to life than any other 
character in the book, not excepting that essentially mascu- 
line conception, Anne Veronica herself.

The really important issue of this book lies in the character 
and career of the heroine; for Mr. Wells does not quite 
succeed in making us forget the reformer and “social 
student” in the novelist. Why should he? He draws an 
admirable picture, the truth of which will be recognised by 
many women, of the " stuffy ” atmosphere in which " young 
ladies ” are so often brought up. He shows Anne Veronica 
suffering from imicality, conventionality, dependence, and all 
the ills which follow. The growing pains of the mind and 
character are described, and the fact that a stern parent for­
bids attendance at a certain fancy-dress ball is made the 
pretext (but not the cause) of Ann Veronica’s flight. The 
cause is given to us at the end of the book. " When first you 
left your home,” says Capes, “ you had no idea that I was 
the hidden impulse. I wasn’t. You came out like an ant 
for your nuptial flight.” “ To think,” echoes the girl, 
" that it's not a full year since I was a black-hearted rebel 
school girl, distressed, puzzled, perplexed, not understanding 
that this great burst of love was bursting its way through 
me! All those nameless discontents—they were no more than 
love’s birth-pangs.’‘

What is the matter with the world is that women should 
mate (or remain unmated) for any other reason than their 
free and unrestricted choice. That they should be compelled 
by economic causes, constrained by brute force, or restricted 
by conventions such as the fact that the mate selected 
happens to have been already chosen (and married to) some- 
body else—all these things are shown in “ Ann Veronica " 
to be equally odious. Woman must be given independence, 
economic, legal, moral (if she is capable of it), in order that 
her choice may be as free as that of any female animal. At 
present this is denied her: hence her unrest.

It is true that Mr. Capes feels a little uncertain about all 
this. He is convinced that he and Veronica are “ rather dis­
reputable persons," (though " not coarse "), and even suggests 
that they have nothing particular to “ give themselves airs ” 
about. But why P Their conduct is all due to instinct, which 
like the “ child-expelling instinct" (at the bottom of all 
family discords), or the “ nuptial flight" of the ant, can be 
observed in working in the animal creation, and disobeyed 
only at the cost of grave inconvenience to ourselves. Ann 
Veronica is wiser. The abortive efforts of Capes to control 
his " instincts " merely awmsQ her. She permits him, with a 
smile, to make the attempt; and when it fails, she laughs so 

excessively (though, being a " female thing," she combines 
this with tears) that she can only deride him in jerks :—" We 
have been all this time—only your queer code of honour— 
Honour! Once you begin with love, you have to see it 
through?’

It is undoubtedly wise to begin by recognising that we are 
animals. But is it quite wise, Mr. Wells, to stop there? 
Have you not forgotten some of the facts ? Because you have 
seen how women have suffered from being regarded as angels 
—idiots—^male-labour-saving machines—must you add 
another to the list, and regard them as—animals? There 
is another class; and it is not their desire to be allowed 
natural sex-instincts that makes " black-hearted rebel school- 
girls " to-day, " distressed, puzzled, perplexed,” though this 
is part of it. It is the desire to be classed, finally, with— 
human beings.

A. MAUDE ROYDEI.

Lectures on Election Law.
Mr. Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., B.Sc., will give three lectures 

on the " Law and Practice of Parliamentary Elections" at 
the London School of Economics, Clare Market, Kingsway, 
W.C., on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th November, at 8 p.m. 
Fee, 5b.

Correspondence.
Oorreapond»nt» art requested to send their names and addressee, 

not necfissarilv for -publication, but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for any statement made in the correspon- 
dence column.

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the 
paper only.

ELECTION POLICY.
To the Editor “ The Common Cause.”

Madam,—It is with great interest and with some regret 
that I find from the current number of ‘ ‘ The Common Cause 
a definite opening of the question of the election policy to be 
pursued by Suffragists; still more so to infer from the article 
entitled " Before the Country" that it may be expected of 
us Buffragists to put the cause of woman in the forefront of 
duty.

I had hoped that this question might not be raised, and 
that we should be left to do as it seemed right in our own 
eyes without bringing suspicion on our loyalty to our more 
particular cause. I feel convinced that if a definite pledge to 
put the Suffrage before all other political questions be exacted 
of members of the N.U.W.S.S. the result will be not only 
divisions and secessions, but an estrangement of public 
sympathy.

I think this suggestion of boycotting any candidate who is 
not pledged to us is symptomatic of that exceeding dreadful 
thing, that thing more unnatural and abhorrent than even 
civil war—of sex war,—war between those whom God joined 
at the very moment that He made them twain.

I know that our patience has been sorely tried j that again 
and again our movement has been made to give way to ques- 
tions which men have, whether rightly or wrongly, regarded 
as of more vital importance to the nation, to the Empire, to 
the human race. I am well aware that unselfishness is easily 
mistaken for weakness, width of view for apathy and 
indifference ; nevertheless, I find myself compelled to urge on 
the attention of Suffragists, that at a time of such extreme 
moment in the history of our country, when a battle of 
principle is to be fought such as perhaps never before has 
been fought in the life of the civilised world; when questions 
not only of international policy, but of international existence 
are at issue; when freedom is actually at stake; at such a 
time, I say, we should not put our personal interests nor our 
right to be represented before all other questions.

Let us show our patriotism as our consciences direct us, 
whether as Socialists or as collectivists; let us still trust to 
the best of men and the best in men; let us beware of 
alienating them by pettiness.

Men are increasingly respectful to us; they are more and 
more recognising that we are grown-up, of age, that we are 
fit for the vote. If we show self-command and temperance 
during this national crisis we shall win more friends, and at 
the same time shall be making ourselves worthy of this 
supreme guerdon of citizenship.

When at last—let us hope at no such long last—we receive 
the prize. let not only our hands be clean from violence, but 
our hearts pure from malice, and our heads straight on our 
shoulders.—Yours, ISABEL Hecht.

FitzRoy Lodge, Westcott, Dorking, October 31, 1909.

ANOTHER LETTER FROM BERMONDSEY.
To the Editor, " The Common Cause."

Madam,—It seems to me the longer your society continue 
to hold their meetings in Bermondsey the more popular do 
they become to the people here. Last Thursday night Mrs. 
Dice held a very large crowd at Tower Bridge Road, winning 
fresh laurels to those your society have already won. 1 
believe this was her first open-air speech in Bermondsey, but 
it was wonderful indeed to listen to the way she dealt with 

the different subjects she had to speak upon. Many were 
the questions asked, but so ably did she answer them that 
the men were fully satisfied. One man asked her a rather 
silly question, and she said to him, " I am not here to answer 
silly and childish questions," which brought forth this 
remark from another man, " She knows what she is talking 
about; she’s too 'ot for him." After speaking for over an 
hour Mrs. Dice wished them all good-night, and many were 
the cheery responses from the crowd. Madam, how many 
thousands of young women there are in this country of ours 
who could do some little thing to help along this great cause, 
if they would. But some would say, " We cannot all be 
speakers." True, they need not be; but they could by join- 
ing this society themselves, learning its principles, then 
speaking to their workmates with whom they have influence 
and getting them to sign; in this way they would be doing 
good service to this society.—-Yours, A LABOURER.

BERMONDSEY ELECTION.
To the Editor, " The Common Cause.'

Madam,—I have just read " A Labourer’s'' letter on the 
by-election in Bermondsey. It is astonishing what different 
views people hold on these matters. I was talking to a 
working-man on this election, and he said the working-men 
had been much annoyed by the action of the women in 
removing the petitions. He further said: " Working-men 
would have admired the women more if they had stood 
firm." Most people cannot realise the number of societies 
there are for “ Women’s Enfranchisement," and, unfor- 
tunately, all we who put " Votes for Women"' in the fore- 
front of our fight suffer through the disjointed efforts of all 
these societies. If, instead of repudiating each other, the 
heads of all these societies could meet and discuss their 
campaign it would mean greater success for ' The Cause." 
—Yours,

L. INGRAM MARSHALL.
35, Hart Street, W.G., Nov. 12, 1909.
[We agree with Miss Marshall that it would be a happy 

thing indeed if all the societies could agree to work on the 
same lines; but since people (men, just as much as women) 
differ so much, is it not desirable that there should be 
separate organisations to suit the widely divergent views of 
suffragists as to what is and what is not permissible in 
political warfare?—Ed., " C.C.''1

MEMBERSHIP OF THE NATIONAL UNION.
To the Editor " The Common Cause/’

Madam,—In a recent number you asked for opinions as to 
the desirability of anyone retaining membership in the 
National Union who is working for a candidate who has not 
given his adhesion to our cause. I should like to say my 
bias is in favour of no turning out. It is hard enough to get 
people who appear to be convinced to come to the point of 
giving their names and a small subscription. (Members I 
think receive certain papers and notices, which keep workers 
and meetings before their minds, so that they are not wholly 
outside.) When these are got, keep them; that same 

individual can scarcely be openly opposed. I would also leave 
members all possible individual freedom. If their minds are 
of an order likely to influence others, they will probably 
presently find out for themselves what they can consistently 
do. . It is perhaps a question of choice between an excluding 
outline and an accessible vague margin; I am entirely in 
favour of margins of influence.— Yours,

M. D. SCOTT MONCRIEFF.

COMPARATIVE MAJORITIES.
To the Editor " The Common Cause.”

Madam,—I note with pleasure your editorial remarks on 
Mr. Birrell’s reference to the peers in moving to eject their 
amendments to the Irish Land Bill.

He said they were "declaring war on the principle of 
representative government." It is being asserted that the 
great Government measure of the year—the Finance Bill__ 
goes up to the House of Lords with overwhelming force from 
the House representative of the present electors. The total 
vote, out of a House of 670 members, was 528—ayes 379, noes 
149, majority 290. It is desirable to point out that the vote 
on "The Women’s Enfranchisement Bill, 1908" (Mr. 
Stanger's Bill), was 363—ayes 271, noes 92, majority 179. The 
latter Bill had over a three-quarters majority—over in four; 
the Budget had not. Put in another way: The present 
Liberal House mustered 149 against the Finance Bill, but 
only 92 against women's enfranchisement.— Yours,

November 11, 1909. A LIBERAL.

FERRER ON VIOLENCE.
To the Editor "The Common Cause."

Madam,—May I draw your attention to the following 
quotation from an interesting article on Francisco Ferrer, by 
Alfred Naquet, in this month's " Nineteenth Century.” It 
may, help to soothe the minds of those people who still have 
leanings towards stone-throwing: — -

“ Ferrer's point of view had undergone a profoundmodifica- 
. on.. The successive checks to all the Spanish conspiracies 
in which he had been involved, and his deeper study of the 
domestic quarrels which had ruined the Spanish Republic of
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1873, had imparted a new direction to his political ideas. He 
had arrived at the conclusion that the employment of violence 
is useless; that despite its apparent swiftness, it is the slowest 
method in the end. Without going to the length of accepting 
the doctrine of resignation, or adoptingthe passive resistance 
theory of Tolstoi—he was far from that,—he believed that 
the surest and quickest road to progress was that pacific way 
which consists in transforming by means of education the 
conceptions of one’s contemporaries. .* . . His ideas on 
certain points were quite different from my own......................  
When I maintained against Ferrer my theory justifying the 
winning of political rights by violence, Ferrer used to reply 
to me with the utmost calmness: ' Time only respects those 
institutions which time itself has played its part in building 
up. That which violence wins for us to-day, another act of 
violence may wrest from us to-morrow. Those stages of pro­
gress are alone endurable which have rooted themselves in 
the mind and conscience of mankind before receiving the final 
sanction of legislation. The only means of realising what is 
good, is to teach it by education and propagate it by example? 
And my noble friend never yielded an iota in holding these 
ideas. Every day they were rooted deeper and deeper in his 
mind. Every day he was alienated more and more from the 
idea, of revolutionary action."—Yours,

November 15, 1909. E. M. Gardner.

PLEDGES.
To the Editor " The Common Cause.”

Madam,—In an article in your last issue we are told that 
the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies would 
be stronger if all members of militant societies left it. This 
is certainly not the opinion of the Executive Committee of 
the London Society, as at the annual meeting on the 5th 
inst. a resolution was passed making a clear distinction 
between new members, and requiring that the latter 
only should take a pledge not to support societies which adopt 
illegal methods of agitation. I know that at least one amend­
ment to make the pledge binding on all members was sent up 
in writing to the chair and was ignored.

It is therefore clear that the Executive and the majority of 
the members of the London Society do not wish old members 
to resign, even though they support militant methods— 
"NOVember 13, 1909. W.M.Bun. 
[Our correspondent has raised an interesting and important 

question. We are unable to say why the London Society 
requires a pledge from new members only. One, at least, 
or the largest societies in the Union makes it a simple 
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rule to admit no member of a militant society. Since 
members of the W.S.P.U. are required to sign a pledge 
supporting their objects and methods, it is hard to see how 
any consistent non-militant can belong to the W.S.P.U. Yet 
it is impossible and highly undesirable to be inquisitorial 
as to whether members attend meetings or buy literature, 
etc., of the militant societies. Some such rule as the above 
is a plain solution. It is, of course, open to any society 
to suggest at the Annual Meeting of the National Union 
Council, when rules may be altered, that some such rule 
should be compulsory. We should then get at the general 
feeling in the country on this vexed question.-—Ed. " C.C.’’]

MRS. FAWCETT ON PROTESTS.
To the Editor, “The Common Cause.”

Madam,—I see in "The Common Cause” for November 
11th that Mrs. Fawcett is reported to have said that " it 
will be both necessary and logical for women to protest in 
other ways if their just claims are persistently refused.”

I am sure I am also speaking for many other women when 
I say I am eager to hear what the “ other ways’ are that 
the president of the N.U.W.S.S. would suggest, and how 
long it will be before it is logical to use them.—Yours,
- ■ . L. A. FLOYD.
L wethink it unreasonable to ask Mrs. Fawcett what other 

ways she might think it necessary and logical to adopt in the 
dim and speculative future. No one can be reasonably called 
upon to state what she might do under all contingencies. 
We know what Mrs. Fawcett advocates now, and that is 
enough.—ED. “C.C.”]

THE ANTI-SUFFRAGIST PETITION.
To the Editor, "The Common Cause.”

. Madam,—The question in the mouths of Anti-Suffragists 
in Leicester, as they invite signatures to their petition, has 
been Are you in favour of every woman having a vote?” 
A great many women are not in favour of Adult Suffrage 
and fall into the snare. On the same paper therefore 
appear the names of women who are ardently for, and of 
those who are strongly against, enfranchisement. Of what 
value is such a petition?—Yours, Edith GITTINS

THE LONDON SOCIETY.
Mrs. Pollard writes saying that she sincerely hopes there 

will be a large and very representative meeting on Saturday, 
November 20, to discuss the resolution at the adjourned 
meeting of the London Society, and that she hopes the 
meeting will be conducted in a strictly regular and con- 
stitutional manner, so that people may have a chance of 
hearing discussions on the resolution and the amendment, and 
be able to record a fully considered vote according to their 
respective convictions.

Reports of Societies within the 
National Union.

„ Secretaries would ^P^fy the work ^y sending in notices of FORTHCOMING MEETINGS, endorsed with those words, 
unth tune, place, and speakers legibly written, on one side of the 
paper only, and on a sheet of paper separate from other matter
CARDIFF.

It is quite impossible in a short paragraph to do justice to the 
excellent speech Miss Barke, M.A., gave at the Star Street School- 
room, Miss Janet Price presiding.

Starting with an exposition of the women’s demand, Miss Barke treated the subject from the Liberal point of view, and showed that 
the. enfranchisement of women is as the incoming tide—part of the 
national movement for progress, which can neither be averted nor 
ong delayed. The rapt attention of the audience, their thoughtful 

silence, now and then broken by short bursts of applause, all the 
more impressive because of their brevity, showed that Miss Barke 
was putting good seed in promising ground.

At question time no objections were raised, but a suggestion 
having been made to the effect that the women should join the 
Labour Party to secure their enfranchisement. Miss Barke explained 
the impossibility of such action so adequately as to leave no doubt 
in the minds of her hearers.
RAMSGATE.
—A successful " At Home” was given by the committee on Saturday, 
Noyember 13, at 4p.m., in the Congregational Hall to members 
and their friends. The attendance was pleasantly large. After tea 
short addresses were given by members of the committee, two of 
whom spoke in public on Women’s Suffrage for the first time. The 
results of the meeting, in the way of new members and contribu- 
tions to the funds, were highly satisfactory.
ROYAL HOLLOWAY COLLEGE.

A very successful meeting was held on November 14, at which Mr. 
Lawrence Housman was the speaker. Mr. Housman, in the course 
of a clearly reasoned argument, showed the necessity for political 
freedom to raise the status of women economically and socially.

spoke of the difficulties in the way of this reform—the apathy 
of the Press and the hostility of party politicians—and urged his 
audience to take confidence in themselves and in their capabilities as 
citizens, and to unite to gain their political freedom.

The audience was large and enthusiastic, and it is expected that 
some new members will join the Society as a consequence of the 
meeting.
NORTH-EASTERN.

A very appreciative audience assembled on Tuesday, November 9, 
when Miss Mein delivered an address at the Hexham Debating 
Society. The Rev. E. Greene, Hexham Abbey, presided, and after 
Miss Mein had stated her case for Women's Suffrage, there was an 
open debate, which, however, was not very keen owing to the 
absence of supporters of the opposition. Ladies had been admitted 
as a special favour, and two of them made their debut as speakers, 
arguing in favour of Women's Suffrage. There were no lady speakers 
against.

At the kind invitation of Mrs. Brown, Sidney House, Consett, a 
drawing-room meeting was held on Friday, November 12, when Miss 
Margaret Mein spoke. She carefully explained the policy of her 
Society, and at the end of the meeting, in reply to her appeal for 
new members and workers for the general election, there was a 
hearty response, everyone promising to help in some way.
LONDON—HIGHGATE.

By the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, an interesting 
debate was held at Drumtochty, Cholmeley Park. Mrs. S. H. 
Holman, in a clear and concise speech, defended the position of the 
Constitutional Suffragists. Having referred to the many civic offices 
held by women in feudal times, Mrs. Holman demanded the vote for 
them now, for the sake of the women in the home, for the sake of 
the women who earned their own living, for the sake of the children, 
and for the sake of the men.

Miss Edith Durham, the well-known traveller and authoress, proved 
a spirited opponent. She said in her youth she had been a keen 
Suffragist, and had wanted the vote the day after to-morrow, but 
experience and travel had taught her the time was not yet.

A brisk debate then followed, and it was encouraging to discover 
that even the Anti-Suffragists felt the enfranchisement of women 
was only a matter of time, though one wished to postpone it for 
thirty years, another for fifty, and yet another for centuries !

A resolution in favour of the Suffrage was eventually carried with 
seven dissentients, about four-fifths of the meeting voting for it.
EDINBURGH—GLENFARG.

This branch held a successful entertainment in the Public Hall, 
Glenfarg, on Thursday evening, 11th November. Mrs. Kirkland, of 
Fordel, took the chair. A lecture, illustrated by lime-light views, 
and entitled, “ Camping in Mesopotamia," was given by Mrs. Graham 
Stirling. Miss Lamond delivered an excellent speech, while vocal 
and instrumental music was loontributed by Mrs. Bisset, Miss 
Fleming, Mr. J. R. Stephenson, and Mr. Mapston. Miss Fleming 
and Mrs. Graham Stirling created much laughter in a dialogue, in 
which the latter, an old Scotch woman in favour of Woman Suffrage, 
completely worsted the former, who was a strong Anti-Suffragist.
FILEY.

The first public meeting of this branch was held in the Crompton 
Cafe on the afternoon of Friday, November 12. The speakers were 
Miss Abadam and Miss Kitson, the chair being taken by the Rev. 
A. N. Cooper, vicar of Filey. Mr. Cooper introduced the subject in 
an able and sympathetic speech, and Miss Kitson spoke of the 
advantage of joining the Society. Miss Abadam's address was listened 
to with great attention and interest by an appreciative audience. 
The room was well filled, and nine new members have already joined 
as a result of the meeting. Literature and " The Common Cause " 
were on sale, and a good collection towards the expenses of the meet- 
ing was taken.
CROYDON—SPECIAL EFFORT.

On Tuesday, November 9, great crowds assembled in the streets to 
watch the picturesque procession of women carrying the beautiful 
emblems of " Women's Trades and Professions,” kindly lent by the 
London Society (used by them in the Albert Hall pageant in the 
spring). Red, yellow, and green lanterns strung on poles twinkled 
amongst the emblems. Carriages gaily decorated with red and white 
were interspersed amongst the marchers, who swung along to the 
strains of a fine band. The big red-and-white banner of the National 
Union headed the procession, and its rear was brought up by the 
Croydon banner, carried in front of the secretary's carriage. She 
was greeted here and there with " That's Mrs. Pankhurst," and " How 
about Bermondsey ?" but the general reception of the procession was 
very sympathetic.

A big public meeting was held in the Pembroke Hall, where Mrs. 
Stanbury and Mr. Baillie-Weaver were the speakers, and the Mayor 
of Croydon took the chair. A big overflow meeting in the street 
outside was addressed by Miss Helen Fraser, who was so well known 
at Croydon during the by-election.

On Wednesday the red-and-white sale was opened by Miss Abadam 
with an eloquent speech, and in the evening a crowded hall greeted 
" Press Cuttings" (acted by Mrs. Fisher White's company) with con- 
tinual peals of laughter.

The sale continued on Thursday, and " How the Vote was Won,” 
the Anti-Suffrage waxworks, given by Miss Cicely Hamilton and other 
members of the Actresses' Franchise League, caused much merri- 
ment.

Speeches were given on both nights by Mr. T. Raphael and Mr. 
Stewart Robertson, and many professional friends daily helped with 
instrumental and vocal music.

An " At Home” on Friday afternoon terminated the proceedings.
The committee are delighted with the success which has attended 

their efforts. All the local papers have devoted columns to the 
account of their doings, and so a splendid advertisement has been 
gained, which was the principal raison d’etre of this “ Special 
Week."

New members have joined, funds have come in, and 
the committee wish to express their thanks to all those who have 
so kindly co-operated with them in their endeavour to spread a 
knowledge of the cause.
HASLEMERE, HINDHEAD, AND DISTRICT.

On Monday and Tuesday, November 8 and 9, Miss Bertha Mason 
gave her lecture on " The History of the Suffrage Movement,” in 
Grayshote and in Haslemere.

Altogether from 200 to 300 attended, and they made up for their 
small numbers by the intentness with which they listened. The 
beautiful slides were very well shown on both nights, and I think 
the feeling of the audience was well expressed by a working woman 
who exclaimed : “ Well, them as stopped away has lost a great deal." 
I wish all our members had been there, to be moved to greater zeal 
by the story of all that has been dared and done by the brave 
women whose portraits were shown us.

• Both our candidates are now in the field, and we are looking for- 
ward to an exciting time. We shall devote most of our energies now 
to preparing for the general election, and specially to working up 
the voters' petition.
FIRST MEETING AT ELSTEAD.

The first Women's Suffrage meetings ever held in Elstead took 
place on November 12 at Bridge House, by the kind invitation of 
Lady Scott Moncrief. In the afternoon the meeting was for women, 
and in the evening for men. Both meetings were very well attended. 
Lady Scott Moncrief and Miss Costelloe were the speakers.

The women seemed to want to " mind the baby " with their votes, 
and the men seemed to think that taxation and representation ought 
to go together. The plain justice of the claim, and the benefits 
that the State would derive, appealed both to the men and to the 
women.
WALLASEY AND WIRRAL.

This Society held a very successful meeting on Thursday, November 
11, at 3 p.m., in the Old Schoolrooms, Poulton. Mrs. George Win- 
Chester took the chair, and in her opening remarks made the position 
of this Society as a non-militant and non-party organisation quite 
clear. Miss Eskrigge gave a very interesting speech, giving very 
clearly the chief reasons for granting the Suffrage to women. Her 
reasoning was very closely followed by the audience, and afterwards 
there was some discussion. At the end of the meeting fifteen new 
members joined the Society, which now numbers 172.
NORTH BERKS.

At a meeting held at Aston Tirrold on November 10, by the kind- 
ness of Mr. and Mrs. Cross, a branch of the N.U.W.S.S. was formed.

Mrs. Cross presided, and the Hon. Mrs. Bertrand Russell ad- 
dressed the meeting. She spoke of the neighbouring Women’s 
Suffrage Societies at Reading and Oxford, and of the work of the 
latter, which had held fifty meetings during the past year, or almost 
one a week, and especially mentioned the meetings which had already 
been held in North Berks. She put before her hearers the advan- 
tages of joining the N.U.W.S.S., and spoke of the double work of 
educating the people and of urging the matter upon the attention of 
the members of Parliament, which that Society was doing all over 
the country. If it was difficult for men to gain the reforms they 
needed, how much more difficult it was for women who had not the 
vote behind them. The difficulty of passing such a Bill as the Mid- 
wives’ Registration Act was a case in point. It had finally been 
brought in by the Lords, and passed with infinite difficulty after 
nearly a generation of delay. After the address a number of mem- 
bers joined the Society, which then proceeded to elect a committee 
and officers. The following were elected —President, Mrs. Frank 
Cross, Aston Tirrold Manor, Wallingford; vice-president, Mrs. 
Jessop, Sutton Courtney, near Abingdon; on .secretary, Mrs. 
Mayeston, Blewbury Manor, Didcot; hon. treasurer, Mrs. H. Paxton, 
18, Park Road, Abingdon.
NORTH OF ENGLAND—AUTUMN CAMPAIGN.

We have had a strenuous week. Three public meetings have been 
held in Salford, all well attended—that in West Salford packed to 
overflowing. At all, our resolution, calling upon the candidates of 
that division to include Women’s Suffrage in their election addresses, 
has been passed with only two or three dissentients, a large majority 
of those present voting. At Pendleton we inaugurated the creche 
system—to the great relief of tired mothers, irritated speakers and 
audience, and bored babies: and now, to every meeting in a poor 
district, we go armed with teddy-bear and biscuits.

The response we are getting from the working-men is most 
encouraging. It was a pleasure to see the faces of the South Salford 
men when they heard that their member, Mr. Hilaire Belloc, had 
declared, at a safe distance from his constituency, that if women 
were enfranchised the working-men would physically prevent their 
womenkind from voting.

The shops have already more than justified their existence, though 
they are a heavy expense. Members flow in steadily, and the tone 
of the neighbourhood towards our question rapidly changes as they 
grasp our true aims and our policy. We are proud of our Society, 
for, during the week, we have had an average of fifteen helpers a 
day—that is to say, members of the North of England Society and 
its branches have put in four or five hundred hours of voluntary 
work.

Amongst the “novelties” of this campaign are our -parti-coloured 
posters—red, green, and white, in stripes—which are very effec- 
live: and our new leaflet—a simple exposition of our aim and non- 
militant policy which appeals to the man in the street.
YORK.

On Thursday, November 4th, a well-attended public meeting was 
held, at which the Lady Frances Balfour was the chief speaker. 
Every seat in the hall was occupied, and numbers of 
people stood the whole time, while many more came and 
were obliged to go away again because there was no room for them. 
Mr. Edwin Gray, who presided, introduced Lady Frances Balfour 
in a short and telling address. During Lady Frances’ address the 
whole audience listened quietly and thoughtfully.. There was no 
great show of enthusiasm or applause until the end of the address, 
when the meeting showed its appreciation of the clear logic and 
sound argument that had been put before it.

In proposing a vote of thanks the Hon. Mrs. Wilkinson spoke of 
the world-wide nature of the Women’s Suffrage movement, telling 
of the interest she had found in the cause during a recent visit to 
Canada and the United States.

In seconding the vote of thanks Dr. Macdonald called upon the 
audience to work for Women’s Suffrage now, and at the next general 
election he predicted would be the day of their salvation. .

NOTTINGHAM.
The market stall continues to be a success, and is an excellent 

centre for propaganda work. Miss Samuel, our new organiser, is 
getting to know the members, who call at it and buy odds and ends. 
Anything made by other branches or societies in the colours we 
would gladly sell, and anything anyone can send us would be 
doubly welcome, as we are getting short of things for sale.
NORTH OF ENGLAND—KNUTSFORD.

A wet and stormy night was responsible for a somewhat thin 
meeting in the Bollington Assembly Rooms on November 9 th, only 
a couple of hundred being present. Mrs. Cooper, of Nelson, our 
chief speaker, was unfortunately taken ill suddenly, but Mrs. Earp 
kindly came forward at very short notice and gave a convincing 
address on the needs of working women. Men formed the majority 
of the audience, and a section were inclined to treat our resolution 
as a joke, but an appeal from our Chairman (Mr. J. B. Tomlinson) 
for serious treatment of a serious question was instantly responded 
to, and the resolution was passed by a large majority. Mr. H. G. 
Barclay, of Macclesfield, ably supported our resolution, and we have 
also to thank members of the Macclesfield Society for aid in 
stewarding.
WARRINGTON.

The first monthly " At Home ” was held at the Winmarleigh Caf6 
on Saturday, .October 30th. There was a good attendance, and a 
pleasant evening was spent. One of our members kindly made a 
quantity of sweets which had a ready sale in 3d. and 6d. packets.

The I.L.P. invited our Society to address their members at their 
club on November 2nd. There was a crowded attendance. Mrs 
Ransome took the chair, and Miss Waring’s address was listened to 
with deep interest. Our stock of " Common Causes" was all sold 
out before the meeting began. Several of the men volunteered to 
act as stewards or help us in any way at a large meeting we have 
arranged on the 17th of January.
SCARBOROUGH—MISS ABADAM’S CAMPAIGN.

In connection with the visit of Miss Abadam to Scarborough two 
well filled meetings were held, the first at the Adult Schools on 
November 11th. In this instance the speaker took as the title of 
her lecture, : The Vote as a Moral Lever," which was an eloquent 
and enthralling account of her experiences in rescue work. Miss 
Abadam opened out a new field of thought to many present who 
perhaps had not hitherto considered how the influence of women in 
public life and politics might mitigate to a very appreciable degree 
the terrible " white-slave trade" of the streets of England.

On the following evening she spoke to a large and interested 
audience at the Town Hall, Dr. Eyre, Vicar of All Saints, presiding. 
In the course of his introductory remarks the Chairman referred to 
the glaring inequalities of the present divorce law, which was simply 
a crying shame so far as a woman’s point of view was concerned.

Miss Abadam then delivered an address on " The Magnetic Vote." 
The vote was a magnet, and it was only fair that women should have 
votes. A Government would promise anything if there was only the 
magnet of a vote in a person’s hands. Miss Abadam concluded by 
moving a resolution which was carried with only two dissentients.

During the two lectures 81 “Common Causes” were sold and the 
names of 17 new members registered—a happy augury for the 
growing interest in the movement.
EDINBURGH—DINGWALL.

.A new branch of the Edinburgh Society has been established as 
Dingwall, where an “ At Home ” was held on the 6th. A committee 
of seven ladies and gentlemen has been appointed, and the following 
officers:—President, Mrs. Macpherson, The Manse; vice-presidents. 
Councillor Allan and Mr. R. Mackenzie; hon. secretary and trea. 
surer, Mrs. Robert Munro, Westfield.
BATH.

The reception held in the “ Rooms ” on the 12th was an interesting 
one for the Society, as it was addressed for the first time by the 
president. Lady Lawrence. In her opening speech from the chair, 
she referred to a drawing-room meeting held thirty-two years ago 
in her house in London, at which meeting the Suffragists present 
quite expected an Enfranchisement Bill to pass during that session I 
Her own brief retrospect of the women’s movement, of which the 
present crisis is the inevitable outcome, was charmingly delivered, 
and was followed by a thoughtful and uncommon address from 
Canon. Talbot. He dealt with the subject from an historic point of 
view, showing how many other great causes had been despised and 
misunderstood in the early stages of their growth.
BIRMINGHAM.

A series of drawing-room meetings has been arranged in Harborne 
by the energy of Miss A. Miles. Work has also been begun in 
Sutton Coldfield, where the new Midland organiser, Mrs. Mayer, has 
taken up her abode for a week. Her campaign there is to end with 
a public meeting on December 1. The Rugby Society is nearly 
formed, thanks to the energy of Miss Noel Wright and Mrs. Green, 
and should be ready in time to face the general election. A meeting 
of the Franchise Club was held on November 8, when Miss Taylor 
gave an interesting address on " Women and the Bible.” There was 
a good attendance, and a long and serious discussion on the work of 
the Society, chiefly in reference to Miss Kirby’s scheme of perfecting 
our organisation by means of Suffrage district visitors.
NORTH HERTS—HITCHIN.

The first public meeting held in Hitchin (on November 11) by 
Constitutional Suffragists was crowded, many people being unable to 
find seats, but was seriously marred by a noisy body of young roughs 
in the rear of the hall. Lady Gibb and Mrs. Rackham both held 
their ground bravely against constant interruptions from the 
hooligans, who whistled, sang songs, imitated animals, etc.

Lady Gibb said that the same prejudice which in the past had 
debarred girls from equal advantages of education with boys was 
now operating to exclude them from rights of citizenship, quoting 
George Fox as a pioneer of equality between the sexes. She also 
spoke with severity of the unfairness shown by the London Press in 
their reports of women’s meetings.
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Mrs. Rackham dealt with the low rate of women’s wages, the in­

justice of English law as between men and women, on interference 
by Act of Parliament with details of home life, and the refusalof the 
vote to women as bearing on these questions. Her brilliant and argu- 
mentative address, delivered with dignified serenity amid annoying 
and vulgar interruption, must have brought conviction to her more 
serious hearers.

The usual resolution was put by the chairman, the Rev. J. Frome 
Wilkinson, and declared to be carried, few, if any, hands being held 
up to the contrary. A considerable number did not vote, many 
persons being obviously anxious to escape from a scene of disorder.

Other Societies.
IRISH WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday evening, the 2nd inst., a largely attended and very 

successful drawing-room meeting was held at Park House, Iona 
Park, Glasnevin, by the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Vance, to 
hear an address from Mr. Haslam entitled " The Rightful Claim of 
Women Re-stated.” Miss Buchanan, P.L.G., was called to the 
chair. Mr. Haslam declared that, in his judgment, the movement for 
the elevation of women to their rightful position in the social and 
political scale, not only here at home but the whole world over, is 
one of the most transcendent in importance, to those who rightly 
understand it, that have arisen in human history. Mr. Haslam 
more particularly advocated the appointment of women to seats upon 
the Boards of every public institution which has women or children 
amongst its inmates, and that in all such cases, where a second 
doctor is required, that doctor should be a woman. They were greatly 
obliged to Mr. and Mrs. Vance for opening their house to them, and 
the help of Mr. Vance was invaluable. He hoped the day would 
come when they would have women in the Corporation to support 
him. They were anxious that their organ, " The Common Cause," 
should be taken by everyone.

An animated discussion, in which several ladies and gentlemen 
took part, followed; after which Miss Buchanan gave an interesting 
account of her visit to Toronto, as a delegate to the Congress of the 
International Council of Women held in that city.
BRISTOL AND WEST OF ENGLAND WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE 

SOCIETY AND WOMEN’S REFORM UNION.
Two house-warming " At Homes " were held at the new shop, 49, 

Whiteladies Road, Bristol, on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday 
evening, November 2nd and 3rd. In spite of bad weather there 
were good gatherings of members and friends. The spacious shop 
and committee rooms looked bright and pleasant, and were much 
admired. A short meeting was held each day, when addresses were 
given by Mrs. O. Spencer, Miss Bancroft, B.A., and Miss Chapman, 
LL.A., Mrs. R. Talbot and Miss Tanner presiding. Miss Bancroft 
said there had always been a reactionary party who had formerly 
opposed the election of women on public bodies, which now they 
heartily promote. " So,” said she, " the Anti-Suffragists, too, are 
progressive, although, mercifully, that fact is hidden from their 
eyes.”

The autumn programmes of both Societies were announced, and 
discussion followed on a proposal for sanitary reform for women, 
and on the possibility of some scheme of help for unemployed 
women in Bristol.

MEN’S LEAGUE FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. 
LIVERPOOL BRANCH.

This branch will hold its first monthly public " At Home ” on 
Monday, November 29, at 6, Colquitt Street, from 8 to 10. Coun- 
cillor Eleanor Rathbone, M.A., will speak, and so will F. Marquis, 
B.Se., and Rev. Harry Youlden. The “At Home” will be preceded 
by a business meeting for members only at 7 p.m. Mr. T. Baxter 
Milne is organising a Steward Corps. The secretary of the branch is 
A. R. Allerton, Esq., 8, Norma Road, Waterloo.

Birmingham—Harborne—Drawing Room Meeting—Miss F. E. 
Rondel.

NOVEMBER 23.
Birmingham—Midland Institute—Miss Rendel.
Glasgow—A thenaum—Mrs. Henry Fawcett, LL.D.
Manchester—Congregational Hall, Rochdale Road—Miss Abadam. 
Nottingham—Mikado Cafe—Reception.
Nottingham—Mikado Cafe—Meeting—Miss Marie Samuel, M.A. 
Wallasey—Witherfield House, Liscard—Mrs. Raffles Bulley 
Lincoln-—Co-operative Restaurant—Miss Lena Wallis.
London (Richmond)—Annual Meeting—Miss Margery Corbett 

NOVEMBER 24.
Bristol—49, Whiteladies Road—Open Meeting.
Kilmacolm—Public Hall—Mrs. Fawcett.
Manchester—Free Trade Hall—Lady Frances Balfour. 
Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—Miss Scott-Moncrief. 
Sevenoaks—Oddfellows’ Hall—Mrs. C. A. V. Conybeare. 
Croydon—Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood—Miss Rendel.
Ashwell—Herts—Mrs. E. 6. Fordham.
London (Epping)—Public Meeting—Miss Margery Corbett.
London (Chelsea)—Drawing Room Meeting—Mrs. Corbett. 

NOVEMBER 25.

3.15

5.30
8.0
8.0
4.30
5.30
8.0
7.30
3.0

3.30
8.0
7.30
5.0
8.0
3.0
7.30
8.0
4.30

Ashton-un der-Lyne—Town Hall—Miss Abadam.
Brighton—(Lecture on Economic Questions)—Miss E. Gore-Booth. 3.15
Haslemere—Grayshott Village Hall. ° "n
Redhill—Market Hall, Dramatic Performance.
Cardiff—Whitehall Room, Park Holel—Mrs. Flora Annie Steel.
Knutsford—Town Hall—Lady Frances Balfour.
Birmingham—Harborne—Drawing Room Meeting.
Wallasey—Green Tea Rooms, New Brighton—Mrs. Allan Bright.
London (Willesden)—-Pinner—Miss Sheepshanks.

NOVEMBER 26. — .
Derby—The Temperance Hall—Councillor Margaret Ashton.
Edinburgh—Synod Hall—Mrs. Fawcett, LL.D.
Manchester—Ardwick Town Hall—Miss Abadam.
Woburn—Town Hall, Woburn—Beds.
London (Lambeth and Brixton)—Brixton Independent Church- 

Miss Margery Corbett.
NOVEMBER 27.

Edinburgh—Miss Abadam.
NOVEMBER 29.

Bristol—49, Whiteladies Road—Open Meeting.
Manchester—Subscription Dinner—Midland Hotel.
London—58. Victoria Street, S.W.—Speakers’ Class.
Birmingham—Harborne—Drawing Room Meeting—Miss 

Royden, M.A.
NOVEMBER 30.

A.

8.30

8.0
3.15
8.0
4.0

8.0

7.30
7.30
5.30

M.
3.15

Birmingham-—‘Baptists’ Young People’s Guild, Harborne—Miss 
E. M. Gardner, B.A.

London (Kensington)—Miss Abadam.
London (Windsor)—Mrs. Bernard Everett.
Dublin-—Cafe Cairo—Conversazione—Lady Arnott.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE
ANTI - MILITANTS

BY ENNIS RICHMOND.

Printed and issued by the

S Printing Society

from whom copies can be had.
2d each.

Special Terms to Suffrage Societies.
2\U. post free.

8.15

4.15
8.30

Forthcoming Meetings.
NOVEMBER1R . .

Chelmsford—Miss Abadam.
Cheltenham—Town Hall—Sir John Cockburn, K.C.M.G
Dublin—-35, Molesworth Street.
Glasgow—St. Mark’s U.S. Brotherhood—Miss Macmillan.
Peebles—Institute—Miss Low.

3.0
8.0

11.30

BRONCHITIS AND BLOOD SPITTING
The result of Influenza cured by

VEAOS LIGHTNING COUGH CURE

Leith—Drawing Room Meeting—Miss Gordon.
London (St. Pancras)—Drawing Room Meeting—Miss.M. Corbett 4.30
London (S. Kensington)— Drawing Room Meeting—Miss Cockle 8.0
Leamington—12, Milverton Crescent—Mrs. Wheatley 3.30
Keswick—Liberal <31ab—Public Debate, Miss Marshall (for) and 

Mr. Norman Robinson (against).
London (Epsom)—Lecture on Education.

NOVEMBER 19.
London (Sutton)—Drawing Room Meeting—Miss Watson.
London (Willesden)—Invitation Meeting, Gayton Rooms, Harrow 

—Miss M. I. Corbett. 5.0
Manchester—Hulme Town Hall—Miss Ashton and others, 8.0
Peebles—Chambers’ Institute—Miss Low. 8.0
Tunbridge Wells—At Home—Madame Sarah Grand.
Tunbridge Wells—The Great Hall—Mrs. Henry Fawcett, LL.D. 8.0
Winehelsea—Hiham, Winchelsea—Miss C. Woodhead.
Denham—Mal tmas Green, Denham, Bucks—-Hon. 

Russell.

Mr. Jas. Lydon, 6}, King Street, Port Glasgow, N.B., 
writes:—‘‘I was lately the victim of a severe attack of 
influenza, which left me with a terrible bronchitis and blood 
spitting. My doctor told me I was in a bad way, but his 
medicine did me no good, and my general weakness, shortness 
of breath, and coughing got worse. At last I tried Veno’s 
Lightning Cough Cure, and although I only used one bottle, 
the result was marvellous; I felt immediate relief, the 
coughing and blood spitting stopped, and now I am 
quite strong, and, in fact, a new man. No other medicine 
could have done what your Cough Cure did for me."

Venn’s Lightning Cough Cure is now the standard remedy 
for coughs, colds, bronchitis, asthma, whooping cough, and 
all chest and lung troubles; can be obtained for 92d., 1/12, 
and 2/9, of all chemists.—(Advt.)

Mrs. B.

Whitby—Lecture Hall, Silver Street.
NOVEMBER 20. . . . ■ _ .

Wolverhampton-—London Buildings—MUsS — Atkinson, —— 
London—St. James’s Hall-Members only.

NOVEMBER 22 ........— ..
Cambridge—Newnham College—-Cecil Chapman, Esq. 
Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—Speakers’ Class.
Romiley.—Miss Abadam.
London—58, Victoria Street, S.W.—Speakers Class.

3.30
3.0

5.0
8.0
5.30

ELOCUTION STAGE.

MISS RUTH NIGHTINGALE
(Lale aj Mr. Edward Terry's Ca„ and PafU aj Miss Marden Grey). —

PUBIC SPEAKING. CLEBGYMEN- SCHOOLS. 
PRIVATE TUITION. CONCERTS, RECITALS, etc.

DECEMBER 1.
Bristol—49, Whiteladies •Road—Open Meeting. 3.30
Huddersfield—Parochial Hall, George Street—Propaganda Flay. 7.30
Manchester—85, Deansgate Arcade—-Speakers’ Class. 5.30
Birmingham—Edgbaston—Drawing Room Meeting—the Hon.

Mrs. B. Russell. 3.15
Birmingham-—Sutton Coldfield—the Hon. Mrs. Bertrand Russell. 8.0 
Hereford—Percival Hall—Mr. H. Baillie-Weaver. 8—10.30

DECEMBER 2.
Dublin—35, Molesworth Street. 11.30
Watford—Town Hall—Miss Abadam. 3.30

DECEMBER 3.
Darlington—Mechanics’ Hall—Miss Margaret Ashton. 8.0
Manchester—85, Deansgate Arcade—Report of Autumn

Campaign. 7.30
Croydon—Pembroke Hall—Mrs. Fawcett. - 8.0

DECEMBER 4.
Glasgow—58, Renfield Street—Mrs. Cockburn. 4.0

DECEMBER 6.
London—Kensington Town Hall—Cafe Chantant.
London—58, Victoria Street, S.W.—Speakers' Class. 5.30
Norwich—Assembly Room, Agricultural Hall—Lady Frances

Balfour. 8.0
DECEMBER 7.

Wolverhampton-—St. Peter's Institute—Mrs. Osler. 8.0
Redditch—Debate—-Miss E. M. Gardner. 8.0

DECEMBER 8. -
Bristol—49, Whiteladies Road—Open Meeting. . 3.30
Hull—The Co-operative Educational Institute, 30, Albion Street

—Miss 'Roper. . • 8.0
Manchester—85, Deansgate Arcade—Speakers’ Class. " 5.30
Birmingham—Westbourne, Edgbaston—Christmas Sale. 2—6
Wallasey—Drawing Room Meeting—Mrs. Coventry. 3.0
_ DECEMBER 9.— -- - _ — .
Rugby—Co-operative Hall—Lady Frances Balfour. 3.15
Rugby—Co-op erative Hall—-The Dean of Worcester. 8.0
Bath—Public—Meeting—Miss Abadam.
Ramsgate—Congregational Hall—Mrs. Henry Fawcett. 3.0
Brighton—Public Meeting—Miss Cecile Matheson. 3.15
Manchester—85, Deansgate Arcade—Monthly At Home. 3.30

DECEMBER 10.
Manchester—85, Deansgate Arcade—Weekly Meeting. 7.30
Bath—Public Meeting—Miss Abadam.

DECEMBER 13.
Bristol—49, Whiteladies Road—Open Meeting. 7.30
London—58, Victoria Street, S.W.—Speakers’ Class. 5.30
Birmingham—Midland Institute—J. Palmer Newbould, Esq. 5.30

WILL YOU TRY A CUP PF TEA 37 ispstre your nerves 
andtoughening your food, is ABSOLUTELY SAFE &DELIGHTFUL?

The Universal Digestive Tea,
2/2, 2/10 and 3/6 per lb., is ordinary tea treated with oxygen, which 
neutralizes the injurious tannin. The tannin in ordinary tea tans, or 
hardens, the lining of the digestive organs, also the food eaten. This 
prevents the healthy nourishment of the body and undoubtedly 
eventuates in nervous disorders. On receipt of a post card. The 
Universal Digestive Tea Co., Ltd. Kendal will send a sample, name of 
nearest Agent, and a descriptive pamphlet compiled by Albert Broad- 
bent. Author of " Science in the Daily Meal.” etc. AGENTS WANTED.

M. VAX,
High-Class Ladies' Tailor and Habit Maker, 

59, Southampton Row (first floor only). 
------------------------------------- LONDON, W.C.

Ladies' own material made up. Telephone 5307 Gerrard.

F. LUDICIE,
LAbra^1 hairdresser a^o specialist in artistic hair 

WORK, COLOURING AND TREATMENT OF THE HAIR.
FACE MASSAGE AND MANICURE. 

Lessons in Hairdressing given to Ladies’ Maids, etc.

39, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.
(Opposite entrance to Kirgsway Tram Tunnel).

WOMEN versus the BUDGET.
Why not RECLAIM YOUR INCOME-TAX FROM THE GOVERN- 

MENT and give it to the N.U.W.S.S. ?
If your income has been taxed before you get it, and does not 

exceed £700 yearly, you are entitled to recover a portion of the tax. 
N.B.—INFANTS, MARRIED WOMEN, and LUNATICS are not so 
entitled. . ..

Consult Mrs. E. AYRES'PURDIE, A.L.A.A., : 
Certified Accountant and Income-tax Specialist,

CRAVEN HOUSE, KINGSWAY, W.C.

Gaiety Theatre • - Next Week.
MANCHESTER.

IRISH PLAYS from the Abbey heatre, Dublin.
Mon., Thurs., Sat. Evgs., and Wed. Mat.: KATHLEEN NI 

HOULIHAN (Yeats), THE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN 
WORLD (Synge), THE WORKHOUSE WARD (Lady Gregory).

Tues. Evg. and Sat. Mat.: RIDERS TO THE SEA (Synge), THE 
GLITTERING GATE (Lord Dunsany), THE CROSS ROADS 
(5. L. Robinson), HYACINTH H ALVEY (Lady Gregory).

Wed. and Fri. Evgs. : THE OLANOY NAME (S. L. Robinson), IN 
THE SHADOW OF THE GLEN (J. M. Synge), THE RISING 
OF THE MOON (Lady Gregory), THE BUILDING FUND 
(Wm. Boyle).

November 29: “ Every Man in his Humour" (Jonson).
Tel. 8048 Central.

FOOD
7 possesses the V 
remarkable prop­
erty 01 rendering

milk, 
it is

with which B 
mixed when "

V y used, quite easy of 1 
y digestion, by infants, “ 
" invalids and convales- \ 
/ cents. Every lady nav- % 
/ ing the care of an infant, or \ 
" invalid, should send for the V 

" valuable booklet just issued by \ 
/ the proprietors of Benger’s Food. \ 
/ A copy will be sent gratis and \ 
/ post free on application to Benger 9 %
‘ Food, Ltd., Otter Works, Strange- \

ways, Manchester.
For Invalids, it contains a variety of dainty 

recipes giving welcome relief to the monotony of 
milk diet. For Mothers, it contains important 
chapters on the choice of milk, hours of feeding, 

quantity at each meal over-feeding, temperature, 
constipation, weaning, etc

Those ladies who require an up-to-date shape and 
comfortable corset; which shall also possess the 
quality of durability are advised to procure a pair 

of the

Write for name of nearest agent to J.B. Corset Factory, 
Great Ancoats, Mancherer.
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Deansgate Temperance Hotel,
A. PAL 2-4, largest and best in the town.—eneneS-er- Most centrally situated.

Manchester and Salford Cars to all parts pass close to the Hotel.
PASSENGER LIFT. TWO NIGHT PORTERS.

Partly re-decorated and re-furnished.
National Telephone 5538 A 5539 Manchester.

STANLEY D. GORDON, Manager.

PREPAID MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS.
Not exceeding 10 words: 1 insertion, 2d.; 2 insertions, 18. 3d.; 3 

insertions, 1a. 6d.; 6 insertions, 2s. 2d.; 13 insertions, 6s. 6d. Every 
additional ten words 6d. extra per insertion. All payments for 
Advertisements should be made to the Manager, 64, Deansgate 
Arcade.

HE CONQUEROR SKIRT. Patentees, Taylor and Blake, Station 
Street, Birmingham.

SECRETARIAL TRAINING FOR GENTLEWOMEN.

MRS. HOSTER, 
•T. STEPWEN’S CHAMBERS, TELEGRAPH STREET, EC.

Terms on Application.
Special Six Months’ Course of tuition In English Short- 
hand and Typewriting and General Secretarial Training. 
Technical German and French, German and French Shorthand, 

and Book-keeping taught
INSTRUCTION BY CORRESPONDINOM. 

REFERENCES—
THE COUNTESS OF MAYO; '
THE COUNTESS DOWAGER OF DESART.LADY DE ROTHSCHILD: .
THE LADY BATTERSEA;
LEOPOLD DE ROTHSCHILD. Esq.;
MESSRS. DAWES AND SONS, Solicitors.

MARY McLACHLAN, Typist, 4, Chapel Walks, Manchester.

ISS WILKINSON, 8, York Street, Manchester. Legal, Literary, 
and Commercial Typewriting.

OMAN DOCTOR receives Resident Patients.— Dr. Marion
Mackenzie, Scarborough.

Drunkards CURED, quickly, secretly, permanently, harm- 
lessly; cost trifling. Save loved ones. Trial free.—Carlton 

Chemical Co., 733, Guildhall Buildings, Birmingham.

LONDON.

LAN’S TEAROOMS, 263, Oxford-street, London. Luncheons, 
Teas. Near Queen’s Hall.________________________________ "

OSTEL FOR LADIES.—Central, highly recommended.—Miss
Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh Street, Portland Road Station. Terms 

modsret.

Muirhead & Willcock, Ltd..
^ish, Qame, and poultry dealers, 

fruit, Vegetables, aqd flowers.

Wedding bouquets, Wreaths, & Crosses 

a Speciality. 
MANCHESTER, SOUTHPORT, BOLTON, BUXTON, 

OLDHAM and MUMPS.

“The Perfection of VegetableSoups—Wholesome ! Tasty! 
Invigorating !"—Dr. GEORGE Black.

HAVE YOU TRIED
The Soups that are more tasty and nutritious 
than Meat Soups, and are ready to serve when 
brought to the boil ? If you have, they need 
no recommendation, if you have not, you 
have yet to try

" The Best of All Soups.”
Easily digested, and in valuable both for mental 
and physical workers, and in all cases of 
nervous debility, consumption, and overwork.
DESICATED! CONCENTRATED! COMPLETE I
For ECONOMY of TIME, LABOR and 
FUEL, and for making the most delicious 

and nourishing
SOUPS, GRAVIES, SAUCES (white or brown), HASHES, 

STEWS, and other SAVOURY DISHES

VEGSAL SOUPS 
ARE UNEQUALLED.

MADE IN 12 VARIETIES.
Asparagus, Brown Haricot, Celery, Green Pea, Lentil, 
Mulligatawny, Mushroo v, Nuto, Nuto Cream, Spinach, 

Nutmarto, Yigar.
Per 2 oz. tin, 3d^ to make 1 pint soup; 1 doz assorted 

box, 3 - lib. tins, 1/8 ; with full -instructions.
Ask your Stores for them, or sample tin sent post free, 4d. 

1 doz. box. 3/6 ; 2 b xes, 6/, carriage paid from
The Sole Manufacturers:

" PITMAN ” "FSSS" CO., 
203, Aston Brook Street, Birmingham. 

need not suffer, " PITMAN » HEALTH FOODS ensure 
good digestion and perfect health. Full Catalogue, 88 pages 
w th Diet Guide and “Aids to a Simpler Diet,” post free, 
two stamps.

MEMBER recommends comfortable House for Paying Guests; 
close to Tube and Metropolitan; terms moderate.—Sussex 

House, 15a, Kensington Park Road, W.

Ask your grocer for Brook's Dandelion Coffee, else 
Grains of Health Salt

ARTHUR ELLISON,
Printer, Stationer, 
and Bookbinder, .

41, Lower Mosley Street, MANCHESTER.
Private Christmas Cards a Speciality.

GEORGE AND DUGDALE.
We are offering TWO SPECIAL LINES much below ordinary 

prices.
UNSHRINKABLE WOOL COMBINATIONS, Pink or 2/111

Natural, small Ladies and Ladies' Sizes ........................... VI 1 ■ 2
ALL-WOOL BLACK CASHMERE STOCKINGS, Plain G/. 

and Ribbed, worth la. 41d. per pair; 6 pairs for  7l
We send these goods carriage paid. If not approved, we return cash 

in full.
110 and 112, STRETFORD ROAD, MAN BESTE.

The William Morris
Press: 42 Albert St.

MANCHESTER.
SOCIAL reformers & supported 
by PRINTING, ETC., FOR SOCIAL 
REFORMERS. STYLE : PRICES FAIR

A HOUSE FURNISHED for £100
Illustrated Catalogue Free.

G. HARDY & CO..
OLDHAM STREET, and OXFORD ROAD, MANCHESTER 

and CANAL STREET, NOTTINGHAM.
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