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CHAPR XVL

Of Delicacy and Chafiity.

/ T all the virtues which adorn the fe-

male charater, and enable the fex
to fteal imperceptibly into the heart, none
are more confpicuous than that unaffetted
timidity and {hynefs of mapners which we
diftinguifh by the name of delicacy. In the
moft rude and favage ftates of mankind,
however, this virtue has no exiftence: In
thofe where politenefs and the various re-
finements conneted with it are carried to
excefs, it is difcarded, as a vulgar and un-
fafhionable refiraint on the freedom of
good breeding.

To illuftrate thefe obfervations, we fhall
adduce a few falts from the hiftory of man-
Vousll B kind,

CHAP.
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kind,  Wkhere the human race has little
other-culture than what it receives from na-

ture; the two es live together, uncon-
{cious of almoft any reftraint on their words

or on their a¢tions: Diodorus Siculus men-

nations among the ancients, as

Hylophagi and [(uLM///”W who had

81,
fearcely any cloathing, whofe language was

excee imperfect, and whofe manners

from thole of
led them, The
, as appears from

diftinguifhal
)

the brutes which furrout

Greeks, in the heroic ag

the whole hiflory of their condudt, were to-

tajly unacquainted with delicacy. The Ro-

mans, in the infancy of their empire, were
1

the fame.  Tacitr

ir "ur:.w us, that the an-
cient Germans had not {eparate beds for the

but that 1

two fex they lay promifeuculy
or on heath fpr
i1t

on reeds cad along the walls

RY
1

of their houfes; a cuflom fiill prevailing in

Lapland; among the peafants of Norv

Poland, and Ruflia; 1 not altogether ob-

literated in fome parts of the Highlands of
1 and of ‘.‘\

Scotlan In Terra del Fue-

es of the Gold Coalt,

¢

on feveral p

the- Br
the inhabitants have hardly any thix

id a varicty of othex parts,
to
cover thelr bodies, and fc arcely the leaft in-

clination
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clination to conceal any natural aflion from A
the eyes of the public. In Otaheite, to ap-
pear naked, or in cloaths, are circumftances
equally indifferent to both fexes: vor does
any word in their language, nor any attion
to which they are prompted by nature, feem
more indelicate or reprehenfible than ano-
ther. Such are the effefts of a total want of

o

too mu

¢ulture; and effets not very diflimilar, are e
:

in France and Italy produced from a redun-
dance of it. Delicacy is Jaughed out of exi
tence as a filly and unfafhionable weaknels.

Awmoxc people of a middle d
rather perhaps fomething below a 1
-ce, between the moft uncult
ticity and the moft refined” politene
find female delicacy in its higheft perfe :
The Japanefe are but juft emerged a little

above favage barbarity, and in their hiftory
we are prefented by Kempfer, with an in
ftance of the effe@ of delicacy, which per-
Taps has not been equalled in the annals of
mankind. A lady being at table in a pro-
mifcuous company, in reaching for fome-
t ]
wind backwards, by which her delic
fo much wounded, that {he immed
B2

ing that fhe wanted, accidentally broke




Of thofe
too much
refined.
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arofe, laid hold on her breafts with her
teeth, and tore them till fhe expired on the
fpot. In Scotland, and a few other parts
of the north of Europe, where the inhabi-
tants are fome degrees farther advanced in
politenefs than the Japanefe; a woman
would be almoft as much afhamed to be
detetted going to the temple of Cloacina,
as to that of Venus. In England, to go in
the moft open manner to that of the for-
mer, hardly occafions a bluth on the moft
delicate cheek. At Paris, we are told that
a gallant frequently accompanies his mif-
trefs to the fhrine of the goddefs, ftands
centinel at the door, and entertains her with
bon mots, and prateftations of love all the
time fhe is worfhipping there; and that a
lady when in a carriage, whatever company
be along with her, if called upon to exo-
nerate nature, pulls the cord, orders the
driver toftop, fteps out, and having perform-
ed what Nature required, refumes her feat
without the leaft ceremony or difcompolure.
The Parifian women, as well as thofe in
many of the other large towns of France,
even in the moft public companies, make no
feruple of talking concerning thofe fecrets
of their fex, which almoft in every other
country
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country are reckoned indelicate in the ears
of the men; nay, fo litle is their referve
on this head, that a young lady on being
afked by her lover to dance, will, without
blufh or hefitation, excufe herfelf on account
of the jmpropriety of doing fo in her prefent
circumftances. The Italians, it is faid, not
only copy the French in thefe particulars,
but fometimes even go beyond them. When
a people have arrived at that point in the
fcale of politene(s, which entirely difcards
delicacy, the chaftity of their women muft
be in a languifhing flate ; for delicacy is
the centinel that is placed over female vir-
tue, and that centinel once overcame, chaf-
tity is more than half {ubdued,

Frowm thefe obfervations, a queftion of
the moft difficult determination arifes. Is
female delicacy natural or artificial? if
natural, it {hould be found in the
perfe@tion in thofe flates were mankind ap-
proach the neareft to nature; if artificial,
it thould be moft confpicuous in flates the
moft artificially polifhed. But notwith{tand-
what we related in the laft fection, itappears
to be regulated by no general or fixed law
in either, The inhabitants of the coaft of

New

5
CHAP.
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Delieacy
more m&
tural to
the fe-
male thar
the mate.
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Sk New Zealand are perhaps as little cultiva-
¥ ted as any on the globe, and yet their wo-

men were afhamed to be feen naked even
at a diftance by the Englifh. In Otaheite,
where they are confiderably more polithed,
we have already feen that they are conicious
of no fuch fhame. ¢« With the moft inno-
“ cent look,” fays Hawkelworth, “ Oberea

< their queen and feveral others, on going
< to meet another clmf of the ifland, firft

“ uncovered their heads, and then their
“ bodies as low as the waift. Nor can pri-

“ vacy,” adds he, « be much wanted among

“a people who have not even an idea of
¢ indecency, and who gratify every appetite

¢ and paflion before witneffes, with no more
“ fenfe of impropriety than we feel when
“ we fatisfy our hunger at the f{ocial board.”
We have feen that in France and Italy,
which are reckoned the politeft countries in
Europe, women fet themfelves above fhame
and mf-n delicacy; but in China, one
of the pol teft countries in Afia, and perhaps
not even ‘in this rcfped behind France or
Italy, the cale is quite otherwife. No being
can be fo delicate as a woman, in her

drefs, in her behaviour and converfation ;
and fhould fhe ever happen to be c‘(pomd
in
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in any unbecoming manner, fhe feels with

s

CHAP.
XVIL

the greateft poignancy the awkwardnefs of v

her fituation, and if poffible covers her
face that fhe may be not known. In th
midlt of {o many difcordant appearances
the mind is perplexed, and can hardly fix
upon any caufe to which female delicacy is
to be afcribed.  If we attend however to the
whole animal creation; if we confider it
attentively, wherever it falls under our
obfervation, it will difcover to us that
in the female there is a greater degree of
delicacy or coy referve than in the male.
Is this a proof that through the
extent of the creation, the feeds of delicacy
are more liberally beftowed upon females
than upon males? And do not the fafls
which we have mentioned prove, that in

b
vide

he human genus thefe feeds require fome
culture ‘to c::pand, and bring them to
ion ; whereas, on the other hand,
ch culture afually deftroys them

In the remoteft periods of which we have
any hiftorical account, we find that the
women had a delicacy to which the other
fex were ftrangers. Rcbecca veiled herfelf

when

rmh of
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cHAP when fhe firl approached Ifaac her future

oo

hufband, and in thofc ages it would feem
that even proftitution was too delicate to
fhew itfelf openly, for Tamar, when fhe
perfonated an harlot, covered herfelf with
a veil, which appears from the ftory to have
been a part of the drefs ufed in thofe days
by women of that profeffion. Many of the
fables of antiquity, mark with the moft dif
tinguifhing charatters, the force of female
delicacy. Of this kind is the fable of Ac-
teon and Diana,  Aéteon a famous hunter,
being in the woods with his hounds beating
for game, accidentally {pyed Diana and her
nymphs bathing in a river, prompted by
curiofity, he ftole filently into a neighbour-
ing thicket, that he might have a nearer
view of them. The goddefls dilcovering
him, was fo affronted at his audacity, and
fo much afhamed to have been fecn naked,
that in revenge fhe immediately transformed
him into a ftag, fet his own hounds upon him,
andencouraged them to overtakeand devour
him. Befides this and other fables and hif-
torical anecdotes of antiquity, their poets
{eldom exhibit a female charatter in its lov-
lieft form, without adorning it with the gra-
ces of modeflty and delicacy ; hence we may
infer,
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infer, that thefe qualities have not only CHA®:
been always effential to virtuous women o

in civilized countries, but were alfo con-
flantly praifed and eftcemed by men of
fenfibility.

PrurarcH, in his treatife, entitled, The
virtuous Altions of Women, mentions feveral
anecdotes which ftrongly favour our idea of
delicacy being an innate principle in the fe-
male mind. The moft ftriking is that of the
young women of Milefia; many of whom,
about that time of life, when nature gives
birth to paflions which virtue forbids to gra-
tify, to extricate themfelves from this con-

lit between nature and virtue, put a period

to their exiftence. Thig praftice be-
coming every day more general, was at laft
finally abolifhed, by ordaining that the body
of every one who did fo fhould be brought
naked to the market-place, and publicly ex-
pofed to the people; and fo. powerfully did
the idea of this indelicate expofure operate
on their minds, that from thenceforth not
one of them ever made an attempt on
her own life.

Vour. II. C
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Turrr are fo many evils attending the
lofs of virtue in women, and fo greatly are
the minds of that fex depraved when they
have deviated from the path of reétitude,
that a general contamination of their morals
may be confidered as one of the greateft mif-
fortunes that can beful a flate, as it in time
deftroys almoft c\uy public virtue of the
men.  Hence all wile legiflators have firict-

y enforced upon the fex a particular purity
atisfied that they

ur manners;  and not
{hould abftain from vice only, have uqumd
them even to fhun every appearance of it.
Such, in fome periods, were the laws of the
Romans, and fuch were the effeéts of thele
laws, that if ever female delicacy {hone
forth in a confpicuous manner, we are of
opinion it was among thofe people, alter
they had worn off much of the barbarity of
their firft ages, and before they became con-
taminated by the wealth and manners of the
nations which they plundered and fubjetted.
Then it was that we find many of their wo

men furpaffing in modefly almoft every thing
related by fable; and then it was that their
ideas of delicacy were fo highly refined, that
they could not even bear the fecret con-
fcioufnefs
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{cioufnefs of an’ involuntary crime, and far ©§A 7
lefs of having tacitly confented to it, But
as the cuftoms of all ages are conflantly
chequered with good and evil, thofe of the
women of antiquity had in them a large
fhare of the indelicacy of the times.  Of this
nothing can be a ftronger proof than the
practice mentioned by Moles, of expoling to
public view the tokens of a bride’s virginity
on the morning after her marriage; to which
we fhall only add, the price demanded by
Saul for his daughter, when he efpouled
her to David; a price the molt highly

charatteriftic of indelicacy.

themfelves, who confidered all the reit
of the world as barbarians, were hardly

a few degrees more delicate than the in

It is difficult to
determine whether the comedies of Arifto-

ftances juft mention:
J

phanes or Euripides are the moft {hocking
toamodeft ear. Martial, and even Horace,
among the Romans, were fcarcely lefs in
cent, but they flourifhed at Rome dur
thole periods, when falfe refinement had ba~

nifhed delicacy as a filly and unfocial virtu

and when even law was fo repugnant to de-
cency, that a woman taken in adultery was

proflituted in the public ftrect to all comers,

Gz ,who
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SR Shho! were invited by ringing a bell to the
¥\ abominable ceremony.

ArTER the fubverfion of the Roman Em-
pire, there arofe among the barbarians an
inflitution, which, as it was in a great mea-
fure diretted to the defence and proteétion
of women, raifed them to a dignity, and
formed them to a delicacy unknown to any
other age or people, and which perhaps
will ever remain unparalleled in the hiftory
of mankind; unlefs chivahy or fome fimilar
inflitution be again revived. As chivalry
began to decline, delicacy declined alfo along
with it, till at laft both fexes affumed a rude-
nefs of manners and of drefs, which for feve-
ral centuries difgraced Europe.

Having given thefe few hiftorical fketch-
es of the flate of delicacy among the ancients
and among our European anceftors, we
proceed to obferve, that when we leave
Europe, and her colonies, we meet with
few other people on the globe who cherifh
female delicacy, or regard it as an orna-
ment to the fex, Inftead therefore of
entering into a detail of the manners of
fuch people, we {hall go on to make fome
remarks
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remarks on the various methods of preferv-

13
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ing chaflity, that cardinal virtue, to which «~vo

delicacy is only an outwork.

In every country whofe hiftory we have
looked into, except China®, the legiflators
have conftantly held out terrors to hinder
the commiffion of vice, but feldom or never
offered rewards for the prattice of virtue.
The reafon may be, that the vicious are few
in number, and puni(hments cheap; whereas
premiums are coftly, and the virtuous fo
many, that no government can afford to
beftow a reward upon each of them. Be-
fides, the moral virtues not only reward us
themfelves with peace of mind in this world,
but have annexed to them the promifes of a
fill more ample reward in that which is to
come. When we confider thefe reafons,
itis not furprifing to find that chaftity, upon
which all polifhed ftates have fet the higheft
value, has never been encouraged by any
pofitive inflitution in its favour; while its
oppofite vice has, by every well regulated

* The Chinefe not only punifh vice as in other countries, but to fe-
veral of the more exalted virtucs, they annex honorary, and even

fometimes pecuniary rewards.

govern-

Of chafti-
tysandthe
method of
prefers-
ing its
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government, been branded with a greater or
lefs degree of infamy, according to the ideas
which fuch government entertained of re-
ligion, morality, retitude, and order. But
cuftom among every polifhed people, fup-
plies the deficiency of law, and fo orders
it, that every woman who deviates from
chaftity, forfeits almoft entirely the fociety
of her own fex, and of the moft worthy and
regular part of ours; and, what is of infinite-
ly greater confequence, fhe forfeits almoft
all chance of entering into that ftate, which
women have fo many natural as well as po-
litical reafons to determine them to wifh for
more than the men; and if fhe has any {mall
degree of chance left of entering into it, fhe
muft do it with a partner below her rank
and {lation in life; and, even thus matched,
{he is liable to have the follies and frailties
of her former condu@ thrown up to her on
every occafion which gives birth to the
{lighteft. matrimonial difference,

Tnese, and others of the fame nature,
are the punifhments which refinement of
manners has infli¢ted on the breach of cha-
flity by unmarried women. We fhall fee
afterward, that almoft every people, whe-
ther
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ther civilized or favage, have treated“}“vﬁ‘*"
married women who commit this crime Vo
with much greater feverity; fubjeéting them

not only to feveral kinds of public {hame

and indignity, but even to a variety of
corporal, and often to capital puniﬂp
ments. But as every feverity, and every
punifhiment, has been found too weak to
prevail againft the vice of incontinence;
efpecially among people of foft and vo-
luptuous manners, under the influence of

a warm fun, and profefling a religion
which lays no reftraint upon the paflions;

the Fafterns, where thefe caufes mofl
powerfully operate, have, time immemorial,
endeavoured to fecure the chaflity of their
women by eunuchs and confinement.

At what period, or in what part of the
world, fome of the males of our fpecies
were firft emafculated, in order to qualify

them for guarding the objeéts dedicated
to the pleafures of the reft, is not perfect-
ly known. The inflitution of a cuftom fo
barbaroully unnatural, has, by fome, been
attributed to the infamous Semiramis; but
we-are of opinion, that it was more likely
to originate from the men than the wo-

mell.
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C¥AF men. Leaving therefore, the fubjeét of its

XVIL

¥~ origin, we fhall juft obferve, thatall the vo-

luptuous nations of the Eaft have conftant-
ly confidered Eunuchs as fo envious of
the joys which themfelves were incapable
of tafting, that they would exert every
power to hinder others from tafling them
alfo; and hence have fixed upon them
as ‘the moft vigilant guardians of female
chaftity. Nor has their choice been im-
properly made: For thefe wretches, lo-
fing every tender feeling for the other
{ex, and bent upon ingratiating themfelves
into the favour of their jealous mafiers,
not only debar their fair prifoners from
every {pecies of pleafure, but often
treat them with a brutal and unnatural
feverity.

WiiLe the empires and kingdoms of the
Faft have been perpetually tottering on
their foundations, and fubje&t to the moft
frequent and fudden revolutions, the man-
ners and cuftoms, like the mountains and
rocks of the country, have been, time

1Mmemors

I, permanent and unchangeable;
and, at this day, exhibit nearly the fame
y did in the patriar-
chal

appearance that the
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chal ages. Nor have thefe cuftoms in any 4 ¥
thing remained more fixed and unalterable, L~
than in the ufe of eunuchs. Every Eaftern
potentate, and every other perfon, who
can defray the expence, employs a num-
ber of thofe wretches to fuperintend his
feraglio, and guard the chaflity of his
women; not only from every rude inva-
der, but alfo from the effeéts of female
affociation and intrigue. Nor need we
wonder at this, when we confider, that into
the women of this country are inflilled
no virtuous principles, to enable them to
defend themfelves; that the men are taught
by fafhion, and prompted by reftraint, to.
attack them as often as they have opportu-
nity; that the women may therefore be con-
fidered in the fame fituation, with regard to
the men, as the defencelefs animals of the
field are to the bealts of prey which prowl
around them; and that on thefe accounts:
while the prefent conflitution of the country
remains unaltered, to guard the fex by this
fpecies of neutral beings, may not be fo
unneceffary a caution as it appears to us
Europeans, who are accuftomed to fuperior
virtue, and to better laws.

Vou, IL D Titere
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THERE is in the human mind, a reluc-
tance at fharing with another what we think
neceflary for ourfelves, or what we greatly
love and admire. Hence, perhaps, arole
the: cuftom of fencing a field round
with a ditch or wall; and hence alfo, that
of fecuring women by confinement, and
guarding them by eunuchs. At what pe-
riod, orin what part of the world, women
were firft put under confinement, is uncer-
tain. We have, however, fome reafons to
believe, they were fo ufed among the Phi-
liftines as carly as the patriarchal ages:
and even among the patriarchs themfelves,
we are told that they had apartments in
the back parts of the tents, into which it
would feem that the men, or at leaft ftrang-
ers, were never allowed to enter; and to
which the fex retired when any {iranger
approached®. But though there might be
fome reflraint upon women in thefe ages,
it did certainly not amount to abfolute con-

* The Rabbics,. who derive almoft every thing from fome fabulous
Rory, tell us, that Noah, in purfuance of directions handed down to

him from Adam, took the body of that

nal father with him into
ed it as a barrier to feparate the men from the

nces which gave rife to

at of the fex,

finement
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finement : for we are informed, that all CHAP-
ranks and conditions of them were employed w~ru

in the fields, and went out of the cities in
the evenings to draw water; and though
feparate. apartments were contrived in the
back parts of the tents for them, as we
have no account of their being confined
to thele, it is probable, that they ferved
rather as retreats for decency, than as
places of imprifonment.

Sucu was the flate of women among
the Ifraclites; nor do they feem to have
wanted their liberty at this time among the
Egyptians, as appears from the flory of the
wife of Potiphar; and in a fubfequent pe-
riod, from that of Pharadh’s daughter,
who was going with her train of attending
nymphs to bathe in the Nile, when fhe
found Mofes among the reeds.

WEeRE we to reafon from principles only
on the origin of female confinement, we
fhould naturally derive it from jealoufy; if
we reafon from fafts, it may have arifen
from experience of the litle fecurity there
was for the chaflity of a weak and helplefs
woman, in the ages of rudenefs and lawlefs

D2 barbarity.
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SYaR barbarity. - Hence many are of opinion,
U that the rape of Jacob’s daughter by the

Sechemites induced that patriarch to caufe
all his own women and thofe of his depen-
dents to be fhut up, left another accident
of the fame nature fhould befal any of them.
The rapes of Io and Proferpine gave
birth, * perhaps, to the confinement of
women among the Greeks, and fimilar
misfortunes might be followed by fimilar
confequences among other nations, Whe-
ther the confinement of women originated
from the rape of Dinah, we pretend not to
determine; of this, however, we are cer-
tain, that in length of time it became a
cuflom among the Jews as well as among
their neighbours. King David had his
wives confined: for we are told that they
went up to the houfe-top to fee him march
out againft his fon Abfalom, which at this
day is all the liberty allowed the women

of the Eaft, when they wifh to be indulg-
ed with the fight of any public fhow or
proceflion,

Bur though the women of kings were
at this period generally fhut up, it would
feem that thofe of private perfons enjoyed
more
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more liberty; for the fame David fent and €% AP
brought the wife of Uriah to his houfe, L~y
which all the authority with which he was
invefted could not have done without a tu<

mult, had fhe been as ftrictly guarded, and

the perfons of women at that time as facred

and inviolable in the Eaft, as they are at
prefent.  'When we come to the hiftory of
Solomon, we have plain accounts of a fe-

raglio for the confinement of his women;

and in that of Ahafuerus, king of Perfia, we

learn, that his feraglio was conftituted not

not only on a plan of the fevereft confine-

ment, but alfo of the moft voluptuous fen-
fuality. It would be ncedlefs to trace this
cuflom downward to later pesiods, as it is

well known that it became the common
pratice of almoft all nations, till the Ro-

mans broke through it, and fhowed the

world that it was poffible for tl
Jjoy liberty and be virtuous.

ex to en-
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The fame Subject continued,

HE fame caufes which at firft introdu-

ced particular manners and cuftoms,
are not always the only ones which continue
or augment them; thus though feraglios
and harams for the confinement of women
probably originated from jealoufy, or from
the danger of expofing weak and defence-
lefs beauty to men heated with luft, and
unrefirained by law, they foon after became
an article of luxury and oftentation, The
Afiatic monarchs and grandees vied with
cach other in having the moft numerous
and beautiful fet of women, which confer-
red upon their mafler a lufire and dignity of
the fame nature as in Europe we fuppofe w
obtain by a fplendid equipage and a nume-
rous retinue. But they carried this matter
{till farther; they made ufe of their women
10 add to the long lift of high-founding
» of which the Eafterns are fo exceed-
fond.  The king of Bifnagar, among

the
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the reft of his pompous titles, is fliled the C¥ AP

hufband of a thoufand wives. Were he to
call himfelf the Failor of a thoufamd Wives,
he would find the title more reconcileable to
truth, though it might be lefs flattering to
his vanity.

In juftification of feraglios and harams it
hasbeen by fome alledged, that they are not
{o much places of confinement as of volun-
tary retreat from the rudenefs and indeco-
rum of the men. Thele, however, who
argue in this manner muft be but ill ac-
quainted with the hiftory of the Eaft, and
lefs with human nature; for we cannot
fuppofe it confiftent with thofe ideas.and
feelings with which we are endowed, that
women fhould voluntarily fhut up and fe-

clude themfelves from all the pleafures of

liberty, of focial life, and from the hope
and joy of public admiration, without any
other recompence than a fmall fhare of the
favours of one man. Every human b

has by nature an equal right to perfon:

nal 1
s of this

right than the rude and uncultivate
probable, therefore, that the firft efforts to
confine women were refiffed with all

XViL.
[Vaav]
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firength  and cunning; but the firuggle
proving ineffettual, cuftom at laft ftamped
the fanétion of juftice upon what was at firft
only an illegal exertion of power.

Ir jealoufy was the original fource of

e fexan female confinement, when a wife really

gave her hufband caufe to be jealous, he
had at leaft a tolerable pretence for fhutting
her up; but to imprifon wives in general,
becaufe fome of them were found unfaithful,
or young women in general, becaufe upon
fome few individuals a rape had been com-
mitted, was an outrage againft juftice.
The learned Montefquieu, in endeavour-
ing to juftify this outrage, fays, “ That
“fuch is the force of climate in fubliming
# the paffions to an ungovernable height in
“ countries where women are confined, that
¢ were they allowed their liberty, the attack
 upon them would always be certain, and
* the refiftance nothing.” Allowing to this
reafoning all its force, does not juftice de-
mand, that the attacker, rather than the
ked, fhould be confined? But we
venture to affirm, though in contradi@ion
to o celebrated a genius, that fuch reafon-
mg is not founded on nature; for this fo
much
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mich dreaded attack; and this feeble fe-
fiftance, are neither of them altogether the
effefl of climate, but of reftraint alfo, and
would take place as well in Lapland as in
Afia, were the fexes there as carefully kept
afunder, and were there no other fecurity
for virtue but want of opportunity to be
vicious.  For fuch plainly is the difpofition
of human nature, that the greater the obfta-
cles thrown in the way of gratification, the
greater are the efforts to overcome them.
Hence a woman who is mafked or veiled,
more {lrongly attraéls our attention, than
one who is clothed in the ordinary man-
ner, becaufe, in the former cafe, we only
fee a fmall patt of her charms, and creative
fancy forms the moft extravagant idea of all
that is hid. Hence, alfo, men and women
perpetually kept afunder are for ever brood-
ing over the joys they would have tafted in
the company of each other, and on this ac-
count, a man who rarely in his whole life
has an opportunity of being alone with a
woman, if fuch an opportunity fhould hap-
pen, never fails to make ufe of it by attack-
ing her virtue; whereas were he to have
frequent opportunities of this nature, his
fancy would be lefs heated, he would fet
Vo, IL E lefs
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cxa P lefs value upon the fex, and reckon them lefs
v~ the objeéts of temptation.  Thefe inferences

are much ftrengthened by the following
fafls: A native of China, who lately refided
fome years in England, acknowledged, that,
for fome time after he arrived here, he had
much difficulty in reflraining himfelf from
attacking every woman with whom he was
left alone; and a Nun who had efcaped from
a convent, imagined that every man who
had an opportunity would affault her virtue,
and though fhe had no inclination to have
yielded, even fometimes felt a fecret chagrin
that {he was not put to the trial.

AstonrsuMENT and honeft indignation
arife in our breafts, when we hear of the un-
lawful reftraint that is laid on the liberty of
the fex in the Eaft, while in Europe, we view
without emotion, thoufands of haplefs vir-
gins every year dragged involuntarily to the
altar of a convent, to vow an eternal re-
nounciation of the pleafures of that world
which they love, and a faithful obfervance
of that celibacy which they hate. If there-
fore, we execrate the confinement of the
women of Afia, where they are not obliged
to perjure themfelves at the altar, where
they




OF WOMEN.

27

they are not loft to the propagation Wiithe Sfiars
{pecies, what fentiments muft we feel when o

we contemplate the manner of fhutting them
up in Europe, by obliging them folemnly
to fwear that they will eradicate the feelings
implanted in them by their creator, and
glory in contributing to dilcontinue the fpe-
cies which he formed them to propogate ?
Ye legiflators! who impofe rules upon man-
kind, did ye confider your own intereft, you
would never promulgate laws which tend to
diminifh your fubjeéts; did ye liften to the
voice of humanity, ye would not deprive
for ever of their liberty, beings who have
committed no crime, and who equally wifh
to enjoy, and are equally intitled to it
with yourfelves. Ye Priefts! of the Roman
church, who tell us that fuch rules are the
will of the divinity, whofe laws you pretend
to the [ole right of interpreting, did ye attend
to the manner in which he continues the
works that he has made, ye would not pre-
fumptuoufly endeavour to perfuade us that
he created man male and female, and forbad
him to increafe and multiply; did ye refleét
that the di@ates of naturc and of reafon mili-
tate againft fuch abfurdity, you would even
perhaps blufh for the arrogance of your

E 2 condutt
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CUAT condu@l towards God and man; but the

v time, we flatter ourlelves is not far diftant,
when reafon fhall break through the tram-
mels of priefieraft, and vindicate the rights
of nature and fociety !

Rafn of - In civilized nations, where the principles

confining

of morality are cultivated, when a mutual
compatt has been entered into between a
man and a woman to abide by each other,
the faith of this woman, and the fenfe of the
obligation fhe has laid herfelf under, are
confidered as the fecurities of her virtue.
This compagt, however, is commonly a mu-
tual one; whereas in countries where women
are confined, the compaéi entered into be-
tween hufband and wife, if it can be called
a compaél, is only an aét of power on the
part of the hufband and parents of the bride,
and of paflive obedience on her part.  The
hufband, therefore, has no great reafon to
(\I)('

that fhe will pay the fame regard to

this compadt, as if it had been made by the
voluniary agreement of all parties; fenfible
on this account, that her mind may be dif-
ferently difpofed of from her body, he does
all that mortal can do, he fecures the latter
by perpetual confinement, But this mode
of
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i 1 /i indignity CHAP.
of treating women is the “kiﬁ 1nd.1gmty St
that can be offered to human beings; it pre- « o

fuppofes them neither endowed with virtue
nor free agency, and places them in the
fame point of view with an unoccupied field,
which yields itfelf indifferently to the poffel-
fion of any one, who will be at the pains to
fecure and fence it. It likewile prefuppofes
the men to be with regard to the women,
what they are to the wild beafts of the field,
abfolute maflers of every one whom they can
catch and detain. Ideas which we reprobate
as inconfiftent with human nature, when not
warped by cuftom, or led aftray by art,

Ix Circaffia, Mingrelia, and feveral other
parts of the Eaft, the monarchs, having an
abfolute power, generally take from their

fubjeéls by force, fuch women as are hand-

fome, without any regard to their rank, or
their being married or fingle. The grand
1

Seignior has a tribute of young girls annu-

e Greeks, and fome

ally paid to him by t
other of his tribut ; thefe are

placed in apartments of the palace, which

y provinces

are feparated from all intercourfe with the
reft, and are called the feraglio; where they
are guarded in the flritteft manner by

cunuchs,
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eunuchs. The gardens of this feraglio, which
are fenced with high walls, and planted with
rows of trees, to obftruét the fight, are the
utmoft limits to which they are allowed to
go; except when fome of them are carried
alopg with their mafler, if he makes any
excurfion, or goes to war again{t an enemy;
in which cale, they are placed in clofe ma-
chines, on the backs of camels, and as much
hid as il in the inmof} recefles of the feraglio.

Besipes the feraglio of the fultan, pri-
vate perfons have apartments in their houfes,
called Harams, where they confine their wo-
men.  The Haram is, in Turke:

, as it was
s in the back-part

n ancient Greece, alwz

of the houfe, and all the windows of it look
into the garden, The apartments of the

1
i

ac

lies, when the hufband can afford it, arc
clegantly furnifhed after their manner; and
they want nothing but fociety to make life
comfortable. They have numbers of beauti-
ful female flaves, who divert them with vocal
and inftrumental mufic, dancing, and other
amufements,  From thefe Harams, women
are fometimes fuffered (o go out, but
they mufl always be veiled ‘and covered

from head to foot with a lo robe, called a

forigee ;
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forigee; without which no woman of any €A™

rank is allowed to appear in the ftreet; and
which is [o exatly alike in all, that it is ab-
folutely impoffible to diftinguifh one woman
from another. The moft jealous hufband
cannot know his own wife ; and no man dare
touch, or follow a woman in the freet; fo
that the confinement of the women at Con-
ftantinople, is not fo rigid as fome of our
travellers would make us believe.

In the empire of the Mogul, when the
women are carried abroad, they are put into
a kind of machine, like a chariot, placed on
the backs of camels, or in covered fedan
chairs, furrounded by a guard of eunuchs,
and armed men, in fuch a manner, that a
ftranger would rather fuppofe the cavalcade
to be carrying fome defperate villain to exe-
cution, than employed to prevent the in
trigues or efcape of a few defencelels women.
At home the fex are covered with gauze
veils, which they dare not take off in the
prefence of any man, except their hufband,
or fome near relation. In thg great 2
of Afia, and fome places of Afri
are guarded by eunuchs, made incapable
violating their chaflity. In Spain, where

YN

Eaftera.

won

a,
how con-
cealed on
ajouss

e
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cuaP many of the natives are the defcendants of
o the Africans; and whofe Jjealoufy is not lefs
firong than that of their anceftors; they, for
many centuries, made ufe of padlocks to
fecure the chaflity of the fex; but finding

thefe incffeétual, they had recourfe toa {pe-
cies of old women, who being paft the joys
of love, were on that account {uppoled to
be incorruptible guardians of female virtue ;
but even againft the watchfulnels of thefe
there was a remedy, and their care was fre-
quently hufhed, and their fcruples filenced by
all-powerful gold. The Spaniards are be-
come fenfible of this; they, at prefent, feem
to give up all reflrictive methods, and truft
the virtue of their women to good principles
inflead of rigour and hard ulage.

3

Yerionn Wiery there is no public virtue to con-
fide in, befides the methods of Duennas,
locks, eunuchs, and confinement, {c
others have been, and flill are, praéti

everal
fed in
different countries, to preferve female chaf-

tity. Mr. More relates a fingular method
ufed for this purpofe in the interior parts of
Alrica; it is a figure to which they give the
name of Mumbo Fumbo, made of the bark
of a tree, in the {hape of & man drefled in

a long
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a'long coat, with a large tuft of firaw on its C;'v'l\x}’-
head: into this figure, which is ufually Lo

about nine feet high, a man is introduced,
who caufes it to walk along, {peak what he
pleafes, or make fuch a horrid and frightful
noife, as he thinks will beft anfwer his pur-
pole. - It is kept carefully concealed by the
men, and never ‘comes abroad but in the
night; ‘when they want to frighten the wo-
men into chaftity and obedience.  They
perfuade the fex, that it knows every thing;
they refer every thing to its decifion, and it
always decides in favour of the men; but
this is ot all, it has a power of inflicting
punifhments on female delinquents, which
it frequently does, by ordering them to be
whipped. They are taught to believe, that
it is particularly offended with unchaflity ;
a crime which it will certainly difcover, and
as certainly punifh. As foon as they hear
it coming, they generally runaway and hide
themfelves; but are obliged by their hufbands
to return, though in fear and trembling, to
its prefence, and to do or fuffer whatever it
pleafes to order them. How defpicable
muft the underftanding of thefe women be,
if they are really thus deceived by fo bung-
ling a trick!

Vour. II. F In
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In almoft all countries, where  female
chaflity has been an objeét much regarded,
fome methods have been contrived to
awaken the fears of the incontinent, as
well as to flatter and reward the ‘hopes
of thofe who perfevered in virtue; even
the  Jewifh ' legiflator mnot thinking that
the pofitive laws he had enatted againft
unchaflity, and the punithments he had
annexed. to them, were fully ftrong to
overcome every vicious inclination, inftitu-
ted a mode of alarming their fears of a
dilcovery, even when fuch difcovery was
above the power of mortal agency : this was
the waters of jealoufy, which a hufband,
who fufp

‘ted the fidelity of his wife, obli-
ged her, with fome folemn ceremonies, to
drink ; and which fhe firmly believed would
her belly to fwell, and her thigh to

make
rot, if {he was guilty. When fuch was her
belief, and when the hufband had it con-
ftantly in his power to put her to the dread-
ful trial, a barrier was ther vy formed againft
unchaflity, fironger than all the other laws
human and divine; and yet not fo ftrong,
but it was frequently overleaped and dif-
regarded.

WhERE
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WaeRE jealoufy is the ruling paffion,
and the men have no ideas that the inconti-
nence of their women can be refirained by
principle, by the hope of reward, or the fear
of punifhment; and where the unfettled
manner in which they live, does not allow
them an opportunity of putting the fex un-
der confinement; they praétife other methods
of a moft defpicable and odious nature, to
fecure the body, regardlels perhaps how
much the mind be contaminated. In many
places of Arabia, but particularly in that
part of it called Petra, they perform an
operation upon every female infant, which
renders it impoffible for her when grown up
to have any commerce with the men. In
confequence of this operation, when fhe en-
ters into matrimony, another is abfolutely
neceffary to reftore her to the natural flate
of her fex. The ancient Germans, and
{feveral other northern nations, fenfible that
chaftity was moft likely to be preferved in-
violate by a decency of behaviour between
the two fexes ; and fuppofing that this de-

cency could not be properly maintained
where familiarity was allowed, prohibited
the men even from touching the women,
and laid a fine upon them according

o ta
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cnAr to the part touched. In Great Britain
o there were laws of this nature even fo

late as the ninth century.

It is not a little curious to furvey the
various methods made ufe of in different
parts of the world to-accomplifh the fame
end, In Poland, the chaftity of young girls
is endeavoured to be fecured by a contri-
vance hardly lefs fingular, though not fo
humiliating as fome of thele we have now
mentioned : moft of the young women be-
longing to the peafants have little bells
faftened to various parts of their cloaths, to
give notice to their mothers and other fe-
male guardians where they go, that thofe
may always have it in their powerto dete€t
them, fhould they attempt to intrigue or

fecrete themfelves from their view. Where
women are no farther regarded than as the
means of gratifying animal love, methods
like the foregoing may be neceflary, or at
leaft attended with little mifchief to fociety
or the peace of individuals; but where tlw&
are intended for the more exalted purpofes
of being friends and companions, they fhould
be mana

Lock

i a very different manner.
{pies, and bodily reftriétions then
become
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become highly improper, as they tend only CHIa®.
to debale their minds, corrupt their morals, v~y
and render them defpicable; circumftances

which ought to be guarded againft with the
utmoft attention, becaufe where the mind is
debafed and contaminated, the body is not

worth the trouble of preferving.

In all countries where the religion of
Rome is eftablifhed, chaftity is endeavoured
to be preferved by the artifice of auricular
confeflion ; the inftitutors of which probably
imagined, that unchaflity was a crime which
female delicacy would never allow any wo-
man to divulge ; and as damnation was in-
fallibly annexed to concealing any crime
from the father confeffor, it was confequently
a crime which no woman would cver.com-
mit.  But however well contrived this plan
may appear, experience has fully demoni-
firated its infufficiency, and fhewn that the

Roman catho! women, mnotwithflanding

this'ad

>nal impediment in the way of in-
continence, are in that refpeft nearly on a

bours,

footing with the reft of their nei
who have no i {ftumblir in their

way,
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As timidity is one of the moft diftinguifhi~
ing peculiarities which mark the female
charater, the expofure to public fhame is
con‘}:quentl) one of the moft powerful me-
thods of laying hold of the minds of the
fex ; the laws of fociety, as well as thofe of.
religious inflitutions, have thercfore availed
themlelves of it, and made it, among every

polithed people, one of the fevereft parts of
the punifhment to which the female delin-

quent, who has departed from the path of

reétitude, is expofed; and on that account
one of the greateft obftacles which can be
thrown in the road to unchaftity. This ap-

pears from the conduét of the women of

Iceland, when the public {hame attending
incontinency was fufpended on the followi ing
occafion, In the year one thoufand Iucn
hundred and feven, a great part of the in-
habitants of Iccland having died of a conta-
1

gious diftemper, the ng of Denmark

n
order to repeople the country in a more
expeditious manner than the common rules
of procreation admitted of, made a law, au-
thorifing all young women to have each fix
baftards, without being

ofed to  any

of reputation.
ceded beyond the expetation of
the
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the monarch; and the young women em-
ployed themfelves fo feduoufly in the affair
of population, that, in a few years, it was
thought neceflary to abrogate the law, left
the country fhould be overftocked with in-
habitants, and that fenfe of fhame annexed
to unchaftity, fo much obliterated from the
female breaft, that neither law nor cuftom
would be able afterwards to revive it. Were
it not almoft felf-evident to every one, that
this public {hame attending female indifcre-
tion, is one of the flrongeft motives to fecure
their chaftity, we might prove it more fully
from other circumftances, but we fhall only
mention one which proves it to a demonftra-
tion. In thofe countries where no fhame is
annexed to any aftion, there is no public

the greateft degree of infamy.

Bur this public fhame is only one of the
many methods which we in this country
make ufe of to {ecure the chaflity of the fex.
We call religion, policy, and honour to our
aid ; religion holds: out in the one hand re-
wards of a moft glorious nature, and punifh-
ments not lefs dreadful in the other. Policy

fhews
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fhews how much the order, peace, and good
government of fociety are influenced by fe-
male chaftity ; and how each of them are
unhinged and deftroyed by incontinence;
Honour, likewile, comes inas an auxiliary,
and holds up to their view the luftre'and re-
putation which themfelves and their families
derive from their decency and regularity of
condué, and the flain and infamy they bring
upon both by lewdnefs and debauchery
Thus reftrained by fthame, by the lofs of fo-
ciety, and by the forfeiting all chance of a
hufband fuitable to their ranl\ Thus en-
couraged by religion, by good policy, and
honour, we truft fuch women as have artived
at the years-of difcretion to themfelves, and
experience fully demonfirates, that we place
not our trufl improperly; and that thofe me.
thods are far more prevalent than locks,

bars, cunuchs, and all the other barbarous
expedients that have been fallen upon, by
nations who have not attained to fe nﬁblluv
enough to clap the padlock on the female
mind inflead of the body. But though we
fuffer women of experience to be the guar-
dians of their own virtue; over the young
/e not attained to that
degree of reafon requifite for governing
their

and the giddy who
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theit paffions, mor to that experience fuffi-
cient to dire€t them in the choice of a huf-
band, cuflom has placed mothers, and other
female relations, who by time and -obferva-
tion have acquired more knowledge of the
world, whereby they are enabled to fleer
their young pupils with fafety over the
dangerous rocks of youthful paffion and
inexperience.

T inhabitants of the fouthern and
northern regions of the globe, are in nothing
more diftinguifhable from each other than
the different methods of fecuring the chaflity
of their women. In the fouth, while every
poffible reflrition is laid on the body, they
hardly make ufe of one fingle precept to
bind the mind. In the north, while they lay
every poffible reftri€tion on the mind, the
body is left entirely at liberty 5 and it is re-
markable, that fcarcely any of the rel
fyfteras of the fouth, either offer rew
encourage chaflity, or threaten punifhments

igious

ds to

to deter from incontinen

while almolt
Tued

gainft the indif-

every religious fyftem of the north has if

the moft pofitive pr

epts
and to a difobedience
of thele precepts annexed the moft dreadful
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punifhment; even Mahometifm, which is
a compound of the religions of both hemif-
pheres, terrifies not the female finner with
hell, nor any future flate where fhe fhall
fuffer for her levities; all that {he has to fear
on this head, is the difpleafure and corretion
of her hufband. While in the Edda, or
facred records of the ancient Scandanivians,
future punifhments of the moft tremendous
nature are held over the head of the delin-
quent; “ fhe is threatened with confinement
“in a place remote from the fun, where
“ poilon rains through a thoufand openings,
“ and a black winged dragon fhall perpetu-
“ devour her.”  But it was not their religion
only that breathed this Ipirit, the laws of
almoft all the northern nations conftantly
had the fame intention, and not fatisfied
that their women fhould refrain from real
unchaflity only, they would not even allow
of any thing that had the {lighteft appearance
of indecorum, or that might raife improper
ideas in the mind,

It would be an endlefs tafk to enumerate
the laws which in every well-regulated
country have the fame tendency ; fuffice it
to fay, that in all fuch, every violent at-
tempt
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tempt on the virtue of women is punifhable
either by death, corporal punifhment, or lofs
of money. It would likewife be needlefs,
we prefume, to mufter before our fair rea-
ders, the various interdiétions againft unchaf-
tity, almoft every where to be met with in
the rules of the Chriftian religion, interdic-
tions which none of them, we hope, are
unacquainted with, and to which few only
do not pay a proper regard. When we
therefore confider that almoft all laws, hu-
man and divine, have fo firongly inculcated
chaftity, when the ingenuity of every nation
has been fo firongly exerted in preferving
it, we hope we need not join our feeble
efforts in recommending it to our country-
women in particular, and to the fex in ge-
neral, as the greateft ornament of their
gharalter.
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CHAP. XVIIL

Of the'various Opinions entertained by dif~
ferent Nations concerning Women,

HE human genus has, with no fmall

degree of pmbv\lnh( been divided
by natmal.ﬂs into feveral diflin€t fpecies,
cach marked with corporeal differences,
which could hardly 1n(c from cuftom or
from climate, and \H|1l intellectual - powers
fearcely lefs indicative of this divifion than
the marks 'of their bodies.  Thefe fpec
like thofe of moft other animals, are again
divided into fexes, with different fentiments
and faculties, adapted to the ‘different pur-
ich they were intended.  So far

255

poles for w
the diftinétions are plim but man has car-
ried them farther, and arrogated to his fex,

{uperiority of body and ‘mind which he

cannot prove himf elf poflefled of; for al-
though we find in general through ‘Iec whole
of animated nature, the males of every
fpecies endowed with a degree of bodily
{trength fuperior to the females, yet we have
no plain indication of any fuperiority con-
ferred
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ferred upon thefe males: in the powers and ¢Jfa®-
faculties of their minds. Among the brute ~o
animals we do not recollet that any one has

been hardy enough to contend for:this male
fuperiority ; among human beings, however,

it has been, and is flill fo flrongly contended

for, that we fhall give a fhort view of this
contention, as the hiftory of one of the moft
peculiar opinions that have been entertained
concerning the fex,

Waerner this fuppofed fupetiority is, Womes

reckoned

in civil life, owing to any arrogance inhe-
rent in male nature, or to the pride of more e
numerous acquifitions, we fhall not at pre- fwage,
fent examine. In favage life we may account #¢ ¥
for it upon another principle. We have
already feen, that among uncivilized people,

bodily firength was the only thing held in
e
having

particular eftimation; and women
rather a lefs portion of this than men, were
on that account never {o much efleemed, not
rated at fo high a value. From the body it
was eafy to make a tranfition to the ‘mind,
and fuppofe its powers lefs
caufe for want of opportu

enfible, be-

an inferior

lefs extended ; henc
arofe only from circumftances, was
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to have arifen from nature, and the fex were
accordingly treated as beings of an inferior
order. But in favage life, the difference of
bodily firength between the two fexes, is
much lefs vifible than in civil life. Captain
Wallis informs us that Obereah, queen: of
Otaheite, lifted him over a marfh, when {he
gallanted him to her houfe, with as much
eafe as he could have done a little girl; and
it is probable that there is ftill lefs difference
in the faculties of the mind, and if there is
any, it arifes not fo much from nature as
from want of exertion,

WaeTHER the idea of female inferiority
arofe folely from what we have now men-
tioned is not altogether certain, but from
whatever fource it arofe, we have the moft
undoubted proofs of its being fo widely dif-
feminated, that except among the Egyptians,
and a few other nations, which borrowed
the cuftoms. and culture of that people, it
was from the moft remote antiquity firmly
eftablifhed among all mankind. Women
were by many of the ancients bought and
fold, by fome of them borrowed, lent, or
given away at pleafure, and by almoft all
of them conflantly treated as the private
property
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property of the men; circumftances which o

could not have happened had not the ideas
entertained of that fex given rife to fuch
unmerited feverity.

(SaaN]

Tris mode of treating the females of Thisidea

our fpecies is a fingularity of behaviour
peculiar to man, and has not originated
from any thing he could obferve around
him ; for the males of the brute animals do
not, {o faras we can difcover, ever pretend
to govern, dire&, or difpofe of their fe-
males; nor, unlefs in the ftrength of their
bodies, can we difcern that they are any way
fuperior to them. The females of thole
animals that hunt for prey, are as fagacious
in difcovering and catching it as the males.
The mare and the greyhound bitch, are as
fwift as the horfe or the dog, of their fpecies.
The females of the feathered kind feem to
be univerfally more intelligent than the
males, particularly in rearing and taking
care of their young. Hence it appears,
that we cannot have learned from analogy
to confider women as o much our inferiors ;
and if we impartially examine our claim of
{uperiority we fhall perhaps find, that unlefs
with refpet to the corporeal powers it is

but

peculiar

to man.
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but ill-founded. But partiality and felf-love
in this examination generally give a bias to
our judgments, and a fondnefs for the pur-
fuits and ftudies in which we are engaged,
makes us underyalue all fuch as are dire@ed
to different ends and purpofes, though in
themfelves not lefs ufeful. Thus, men fet
atefl value upon the martial abilities

ch diftinguifh them in the field, or upon
the literary ones which make them confpi-
cuous as ftate

‘men and orators, while they
hardly ever confider the excellence of fe-
male {prightline(s and vivacity, qualities
which diffufe qaimy and chearfulnefs around
them; nor thefe pains which the fex patiently
fuffer, and powers they exert, in raifing up

a generation to fucceed us when we fhall be

no more. Are thefe lefs ufeful than the
defolating arts of war, or even than the
{peculations of the flatefman and improve-
ments of the philofopher, or are the women
lefs diftinguifhed in them than the men are
in the other ?

Bur let us take a flill nearer view of the
matter, and we fhall fee that this boafted
pre-eminence of the men is at leaft as much
the work of art as of nature, and that
women
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women in thofe favage ftates, where both
fexes are alike unadorned by culture, are,
perhaps, not at all inferior in abilities of
mind to the other fex, and cven fearcely
inferior to them in ftrength of body. This
fubjeét is, however, of the moft difficult
nature ; to inveftigate with precifion the
powers and propenfities of women, it is ne-
ceffary to be a woman; to invefligate thofe
of man, it is neceffary to be a man; to
compare them impartially, to be fomething
different from either.

SHouLp we endeavour to inveftigate this
fubjet by confidering man in a ftate of civil

fociety, where, formed by art and tutored

by education, he puts on appearances which
he does not derive from nature, we fhould
be led into endlefs error and y. Let
us therefore begin it by viewing him in thofe
ftates that approach the neareft to nature,

where we fhall fee the females endowed with
the fame patient endurance of hunger, thirft,
cold, and fatigue, as the males; and where
bfing inured from their infancy to toil, hard-
thip, and a tempeftous climate, their bodies
acquire nearly the fame firm and robuft
appearance, and become capable of efforts

Vou. Il H {carcely
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fcarcely lefs arduous; and their minds, like

their bodies, acquiring ftrength by exercife,

become not lefs intelligent, nor lefs diftin-
" guifhable for firatagem and contrivance to

catch their prey, or avoid danger. In fuch

ftates, hunting and fithing are the ehief em-

ployments of the men, and in thefe, when

we confider the materials they have to work
with, we cannot help owning that they thew
no delpicable fhare of ingenuity ; proofs of
which are the fithing-nets that our late dif-
coverers found they made ufe of in the South
Sea, which were much larger and better
contrived than any hitherto feen in Europe.
The fifh-hooks which they made of fhells
and other materials, which in the hands of
an European artift would be ufelefs; and
the various methods of decoying and fnaring
fuch wild beafts as they cannot otherwife
deftroy. Proofs of their genins may likewife
be drawn from the manner in which they
difcover on the ground the tracks of thefe
wild beafts, or of their enemies whom they
are purfuing ; from their fagacity in finding
their way acrofs long and pathlefs deferts,
covered with wood, and from a variety of

other circumflances: but this ingenuity e
tends itfelf only to the narrow circle of
hunting

|
|
|
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hunting, filhing, and war, beyond which ¢far
their ideas have hardly ever reached; in v~
many places not even fo far as to fhelter
themfelves from the weather by clothes and
houfes, or to fave any of the provifions of a
prefent hour, for a time of future fcarcity.

SucH are men in favage life. In con-
fidering women, we fhall fee, that in the
province to which they are confined, they
at leaft equal their men in art and ingenuity.
In fome countries they have carried the art
of dying certain colours to no inconfiderable
degree of perfeétion. In others, that of
making trinkets and ornaments of fuch ma-
terials as in Europe we could not turn to any
poffible ufe. Their method of bringing up
children is almoft every where more agree-
able to nature, and confequently preferable
to that of more polifhed nations; but here
their progrefs is nearly at an end; and
like the men, their little fpan of knowledge
and invention is confined within a narrow
circle, which from the beginning of time,

like the fea, has had its ¢ Adtherto fhalt thou
¢ come, but mo farther.”
H2 Ox
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O comparing the aggregate of the cor-
poreal and intelleCtual powers of the two
fexes in favage life, the difference will ap-
pear much lefs than it generally doesona
fuperficial view. Though in the hunting,
fithing, and warlike excurfions of the men,
there appears a confiderable fhare of art
and ingenuity, yet thefe are in a ftationary
condition, and time immemorial have been
taught by fathers to their fons, without the
fons ever having deviated from the road
chalked out by their fathers, or thinking of
adding any improvements to what they per-
confidered as already perfett. Though,
ying, and making of trinkets, as prac-

y the women, there is alfo an appear-
e we have not the leaft doubt,
that they are rather cuftomary operations,
ich have for many ages been performed
hout the {malleft improvement or varia-
tion, this we the more readily believe, when
we confider, that in many places the domef-
tic employments and ceconomy of fay ages,
is nearly the fame as in the patriarchal ages

, from favage life, we proceed to
confider the fhare that each fex has had in
the progrefs of thefe improvements, which

lead
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Jead to civilization, it appears, that each,
in its proper fphere, has contributed nearly,
in an equal proportion, to this great and
valuable purpofe. The Egyptians afcribed
the invention of many valuable medicines to
Ifis, and confecrated her goddefs of health,
The art of {pinning, one of the moft ufeful
that ever was invented, is, by all antiquity,
afcribed to women: the Jews give it to
Naamah, the daughter of Lamech; the
Egyptians give the honour of it to Ifis; the
Chinefe, to the confort of their emperor
Yao. This, and the art of fewing, an art
hardly lefs neceffary, the fables and tradi-
tions of almoft all nations afcribe to the
fair fex. The Lydians afcribed them to
Arachne; the Greeks to Minerva; the an-
cient Peruvians to Mama-Qella, wife to
Manco-capac, their firlt fovereign ; and the
Romans gave the invention, not only of
fpinning and fewing, but alfo of weaving,
to their women. Such, and perhaps many
others of a fimilar nature, were the contri-
butions of female genius towards the utility
and convenience of life; contributions which
at leaft equal, if not rival, whatever has
been done by the boafted ingenuity of man.

WueN
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Waen we furvey the vaft continents of
Africa and America, where almoft every
thing but fithing and hunting devolves on
the women, we there fee pafturage and agri-
culture, with the other arts which contribute
to the convenience of life, in the fame rude
ftate in which they were in the days of
Homer; the arts and fciences hardly known,
letters  totally difregarded, and domeftic
ceconomy extremely rude and’ imperfet.
Such, in general, is the condition of all
countries, where almoft every thing is left to
the management of their women. But even
this 1s no abfolute fign of their inferiority,
orwant of genius; they are here taken out
of that fphere, which nature marked out for
them, and introduced into another, to which
fhe neither adapted their talents nor abilities,
And we may with equal rcafon blame the
men for not improving the arts of {pinning,
and of nurfing; as the women for not im-
proving agriculture and the other arts, to
which male talents and abilities only are
adapted.

Wiarx from thefe countries we turn to-
wards Enrope, where almoft every thing is

ged and dire@ed by the men, a dif-

ferent
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ferent fcene prefents itfelf: there we moy TmLe

only find a great variety of improvements,
but a laudable fpirit of emulation, a thirft
after new difcoveries, univerfally prevailing;
and frequently producing frefh acquifitions
to the ftock of knowledge, and to the con-
veniences of life.  Thele, at firlt view, feem
plain indications, that the genius of men,
in leading the human fpecies from an uncul-
tivated to a cultivated flate, is fuperior to
that of women; but, on more deliberate
confideration, they prove no more than that
and is
fitted by the Author of nature for accom-
plifhing different purpofes.

each fex has its particular qualitie

WraTt we

ve now advanced, points
out to us one reafon, why women have fel-
dom or never contributed to the improve-
ment of the abftraét fciences: but there
is ftill another reafon; the fex are almof
every where negleéted in their educa

t

ion,
every where in {ome degree flaves ; and it 1s

well known, that flavery throws a damp on

d takes

the genius, clouds the fpirits,
more than half the worth away. The hil-
tory of every period, and of every people,
prefents us with fome e

raordinary women,

(022
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€nAr who have foared above thefe difadvantages,
Uy and fhone in all the different chara@ers,
which render men eminent and confpicuous.
Syria furnifhes us with a Semiramis, Africa -
with a Zenobia; both famous for their he-
roifm and {kill in government. Greece and
Rome, with many who fet public examples
of courage and fortitude; Germany and
England have exhibited queens, whofe ta-
lents in the field, or in the cabinet, would
have done honour to either fex ; but it was
referved for Ruffia, in the perfon of the pre-
fent Emprefs, to join both thefe illufirious |
talents together, and to add to them, what is

{till more noble, an inclination to favour the

{ciences, and reftore and {ecure the natural
rights of her fubjeéts; rig
every other fovereign has endeavoured to
deftroy.

which almoft

Diftence. W have jult now feen, that, in favage
of the

fexes i life, the fexual difference, as far as it re-

civil life o SRS Sk 3 s
e ﬂrt_nh*th and a[h\}}y of body, is not
for, very confiderable; as fociety advances, this

difference becomes more perceptible; and
in coum_zim the molt polifhed, is fo confpi-
cuous as to appear even to the flighteft ob-
ferver, In fuch countries, the women are,
qualities
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in general, weak and delicate ; but thefe
qualities are only the refult of art, other-
* wife they would uniformly mark the fex,
however circumftanced ; but as this is not
the cafe, we may attribute them to a feden-
tary life, alow abftemious diet, and exclufion
from the frefh air; nor do thefe caufes flop
here; their influence reaches farther, and is
produttive of that laxity of the female fibres,
and fenfibility of nerves; which, while it
gives birth to half their foibles, is the fource
alfo of many of the finer and more delicate
feelings, for which we value and ‘admire
them’; and of which, bodies of a firmer
texture, and ftronger nerves are entirely
deftitute. However parodoxical this may
appear to thofe who have not attended to
the fubje&, we {cruple not to affirm, that
want of exercife, confined air, and low diet;
will foon reduce, not only the moft robuft
body, but the moft refolute mind, toa fet
of weaknefles and feelings fimilar to thefe of
the moft delicate and timorous female. This
being the cale, we lay it down as a general
rule, that the difference of education, and
of the mode of living, are the principal
caufes of the corporeal and mental differen-
ces, which diftinguifh the fexes from each
Vou, IL, 1 other;
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other; and we perfuade ourfelves, that
nature, in forming the bodies and the minds
of both fexes, has been nearly alike liberal
to'each; and that any apparent difference in
the exertions of the frength of the one, or
the reafonings of the other, are much more
the work of art than of nature.

Wz know it is a generally eftablifhed opi-
nion, that in firength of mind, as well as of
body, men are greatly fuperior to women ;
an opinion into' which we have been led, by
not duly confidering the proper propenfi-
ties, and paths chalked out to each by the
Author of their nature. Men are endowed
with boldnefs and courage, women are not ;
the reafon is plain, thefe are beauties in our
charaéter, in theirs they would be blemifhes.
Our genius often leads us to the great and
the arduous. Theirs to the foft and the
pleafing. We bend our thoughts to make
life convenient. They turn theirs to make
it ealy and agreeable. Would it be difficult
for women to acquire the endowments al-
lotted to us by nature ? It would be as much
fo for us to acquire thofe peculiarly allotted
to them. Are we fuperior to them in what
belongs to the male charaéter P they are no
lefs
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Jefs fo to us in what belongs to the female.
But whether are male or female endowments
moft ufeful in life? This we fhall not pre-
tend to determine; and, till it be determined,
we cannot decide the claim, which men or
women have to {uperior excellence.  But to
purfue this idea a little farther; Would it
not be highly ridiculous to find fault with
the fnail, becaufe fhe is not as {wilt as the
hare, or with the lamb, becaufe he is not fo
bold as the lion? Would it not be requiring
from each an exertion of powers that nature
had not given, and deciding of their excel-
lence, by comparing them to a wrong ftan-
dard? Would it not appear rather ludicrous
to fay, that a man was endowed only with
inferior abilities, becaufe he was not expert
in the nurfing of children, and practifing the
various effeminacies, which we reckon lovely
in a woman? Would it be reafonable to
condemn him on thefe accounts? Juft as
reafonable is it, to reckon women inferior
to men, becaufe their talents are in general
not adapted to tread the horrid path of war,
nor to trace the mazes and intricacies of
fcience. Horace, who is by all allowed to
have been an adept in the knowledge of
mankind, fays, “ In vain do we endeavour

I2 tg
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“ to'expel what nature has planted.”  And
Y we may add, In vain do we endeavour ta
inftil what fhe has not planted. Equally
abfurd is it to compare women to men, and
to pronounce them inferior, becaufe they
have not the fame qualities in the fame per-
feétion,

Wk fhall finifh this fubje&, by obferving,
that if women are really inferior to men,

they are the moft fo in nations the moft
highly polifhed and refined; there, in point
of bodily ftrength, for the reafons already |
afligned, they are certainly inferior; and |
fuch is the influence of body upon mind,
that to their laxity of body we may fairly
trace many, if not all the weakneffes of
-mind, which we are apt to reckon ble-
mithes in the female charafter. Thofe who
have been conftantly blefled with a robuft
conflitution, and a mind not delicately fuf-
ceptible, may laugh at this aflertion as ridi-
culous ; ‘while thole, in whom accidental

weaknels of body has given birth to nervous
feclings, with which they were never before
acquainted, will view it in another light.
But there is a further reafon for the greater
difference between the fexes in civil than in

favage
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favage life, which is, the difference of cduca-
tion ; while the intelle€tual powers of males
are « gradually opened and expanded by
culture, in a variety of forms: thofe of fe-
males are commonly either left to nature, or,
which is worle, warped and biafled by fan-
taftical inftruétion, dignified by the name of
education, To this reafon we may add ano-
ther: Men, every where the legiflators, have
every where preferibed to women, rules,
which inftead of weaker natures, and lefs
governable paflions, require natures more
pcrfe&, and paffions more under fubjeétion;
and becaufe women have not always obferved
thefe rules, the men have reckoned them
weak, wicked, and irrefirainable in their
purluit of fenfual gratifications.

Tuis idea of the inferiority of female
nature, has drawn after it {feveral others the
moft abfurd, unreafonable, and humiliating
to the fex. Such is the pride of man, that
wherever the doéirine of immortality has ob-
tained footing, he has entirely confined that
immortality to his own genus, and confidered
it as a prerogative much too exalted for any
other beings. And in fome countries, not
ftopping here, he has allo confidered it as a

diftinétion
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diftinétion too glorious for women, Thus
degrading the fair partners of his nature, he
places them on a level with the beafts that
perifh.  'When, or where this opinion firft
began, is uncertain. It could not, however,
be of very ancient date; for the belief of
immortality never obtained much footing
till it was revealed by the Gofpel. As the
Afiatics have time immemorial confidered
women only as inflruments of animal plea-
fure, and objeéts of flavery, it probably
originated among them, which we the more
firmly believe, when we confider, that the
Mahometans, both in Afia and in Europe,
are faid, by a great variety of writers, to
entertain this opinion. Lady Montague, in
her Letters, has oppofed this general affer-
tion of the writers concerning the Mahome-
tans, and fays, that they do not abfolutely
deny the exiftence of female fouls, but only
hold them to be of a nature inferior to thofe
of men, and that they enter not into the
fame, but into an inferior paradife prepared
for them on purpofe, We pretend not to
decide the difpute between Lady Montague
and the other writers, whom fhe has con-
tradi¢ted, but think it poffible that both may
beright; as the former might be the opinion
the
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the Turks brought with them from Afia; ©.
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the latter, as a refinement upon it, they may v ~o

have adopted by their intercourfe with the
Europeans.

Tis opinion, that women were a fort of
mechanical beings, created only for the plea-
fures of the men, whatever votaries it may
have had in the Eaft, has had but few in
Europe; a few, however, have even here
maintained it, and afligned various and
fometimes laughable reafons for fo doing:
among thefe, a ftory we have heard of a
Seots clergyman is not the leaft particular.
This peaceable fon of Levi, whofe wife was
a defcendant of the famous Xantippe®, in
going through a courfe of letures on the
Revelations of St. John, from that abitrufe
writer imbibed an opinion, that the fex had
no fouls, and were incapable of future re-
wards and punifhments. It was no fooner
knownt in the country that he maintained
fuch a do€trine, than he was fummoned be-
fore a prefbytery of his brethren, to be dealt
with according to his delinquency. When

* Xantippe was the wifc of Socrates, and the moft famous feold of
aatiquity,

he
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he appeared at their bar, they afked him, If
he really held {o heretical an opinion ? He
told them plainly that he did. On defiring
to be informed of his reafons for fo doing,
“ In the Revelations of St. John the Divine,”
faid he, « you will find this paflage ;" « And
“ there was filence in heaven for about the
“{pace of half an hour:” « Now I appeal
“toall of you, whether that could poffibly
“ have happened had there been any women
“ there? And fince there are none there,
* charity forbids us to imagine that they are
“ all in a worfe place; therefore it follows,
“ that they have no immortal part; and
“ happy is it for them, as they are thereby
“ exempted from being accountable for all
¢ the noife and difturbance they have raifed
“in this world.”

Sowme tribes of the Afiatic Tartars are of
the fame opinion with this reverend gentle-
man. “ Women,” fay they, « were fent into
¢ the world only to be our fervants, and
“ propagate the fpecies, the only purpofes
“ to which their natures are adapted ;” on
th
c

ccount their women are no fooner paft
bearing, than believing that they have
accomplifhed the defign of their creation,
the
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the men no farther cohabit with; or regard SfiA™
them. The ancient Chinefe carried this idea s
fhill farther; women, according to fome of
therh, ‘were tlie moft wicked and malevolent
of all the beings which had beeri created;
and it is faid .that their great philofopher
Confucius advifed, that on thisaccount they
fhould always be put to death as foon as
palt child-bearing, as they could then be of
no farther ufe, and only contributed to the
difturbance of fociety. Ideas of a fimilat
nature feem to have been at this time gene-
rally diffufed over the Eaft*; for we find
Solomon, almoft every where in his writings,
exclaiming againft the wickednefs of wo-
men; and in the Apocrypha, the author of
the Eeclefiafticus, is ftill more illiberal in
his refleCtions : “ From garments,” fays hé,
 cometh a moth, and from women wicked-
“mnefs.” Both thefe authors, it is true, joint
in the moft enraptured manner to praife a
virtuous woman, but take care at the fame

®Tn a very ancient treatife, cajled the Wifdom of all Times, af-
erlbed to Huflising, one of the earlicft kings of Perfia, are the following
remarkable words. ¢ The paffions of men, may, by long acquaintance

“ be thoroughly known, but the paffions of women are infcrutable 3

““ therefore they ought to be feparated from men, left the mutability

“ of their tempers {hould i

Vou, II, K time
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- time to let us know, that fhe is {o great @

LA~ rarity as to be very feldom met with.

Nor have the Afiatics alone been ad-
dited to this illiberality of thinking con-
cerning the fex. Satirifts of all ages and
countries, while they flattered them to their
faces, have from their clofets moft profufely
fcattered their fpleen and ill-nature againft
them.  Of this the Greek and Roman poets
afford a variety of inftances; but they muft
neverthelefs yield the palm to our doughty
moderns. In the following lines, Pope has
outdone every one of them:

« Men fome to pleafure, fome to bufinefs
< take,
¢ But every woman is at heart a rake.”

Swift and Dr. Young have hardly been be-
hind this celebrated fplenetic in illiberality.
They perhaps were not favourites of the
fair, and in revenge vented all their envy
and fpleen againfl them. But a more mo-
dern and accomplifhed writer, who by his
tank in life, by his natural and acquired
graces, was undoubtedly a favourite, has
repaid their kindnefs by taking every oppor-
tunity of exhibiting them in the moft con-
temptible
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he, “may be'gained fomeway ; almoft every

# woman any way.” Can any thing exhibit
a fronger caution to:the fex?. Ttis fraught
with/information, and we hope they will ufe
it accordingly.

In the illiberal ideas entertained of female
inferiority, the Americans feem fearcely lefs
remarkable than any of the people we have
now mentioned; both fexes are exceedingly
fond of diving into the fecrets of futurity,
and perfuade themfelves, or at leaft, the
credulous part of their neighbours, that
they are no inconfiderable adepts in fore-
telling them. Their intelligence is always
fuppofed to be received from fpirits, and it
is worth obferving, as it ftrongly marks their
mean opinion of the fex, that the men ac-
cording to their ideas, conftantly reccive
their intelligence from good and benevolent
fpirits, and the women from wicked and
malicious ones. Another thing which not
lefs ftrongly marks this opinion is, that
every thing which they fuppole would dif-
grace a man, muft be done by a woman.
We have already given feveral inftances of
this, and fhall only add another: Such of

K2 their
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eI AR their prifoners of war, as bear the torments

v inflited on them with heroical infenfibility,
are generally at laft difpatched by the men;
thofe that have not done fo, unworthy of
falling by the hands of a man, arealways
difpatched by the women; an indignity
which they fuppole they have merited by
their pufillanimity,

THE: HI'S TORY
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- The fume Subject continued.

- BESIDES the opinions which have beep CHAD
entertained of women, in confequence Lo

e Sep . Opinion

of their fuppofed inferiority, there is one o0

{carcely lefs ancient or lefs univerfal, which igthein-

tercourfe

has originated from a very different fource; of the fes
;md 4 % ; ex always = with in-
fuppofes the fex always to have beep ="

peculiarly addiéted to hold a communica- ings.
tion with invifible beings, who endowed
them with powers fuperior to human nature;

the exercife of which has been diftinguithed

by the name of witcheraft,

Tuat anotion of this kind prevailed in
an early period of the world, we learn from
the ftory of Saul the firft king of Ifrael, who
went to confult the witch of Endor concern-
ing his fate, and that of the war in which he
was cngaged. From that time downward,
both facred and prophane hiftory make it
plainly appear, that this belief of witches,
or dealers with familiar {pirits, as they are
called, was almoft univerfally diffeminated

over
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over the whole world ; infomuch that we are
hardly acquainted with the hiftory of any
people, either ancient or modern, among
whom it has not gained fome degree of cre-
dit. Even the inhabitants of the fequeftered
iflands in the South Sea, who have not, per-
haps, from the begining of time, had any
communication with the reft of mankind,
have imbibed the general opinion; as we
may learn from feveral anecdotes, in the
voyages ' lately publifhed by Hawkfworth
and others,

In our times this fuperflitious idea of
witcheraft is moft prevalent, among people
who are the leaft cultivated.  In fome pe-
riods of antiquity, the reverfe feems to have
been the cale; for the Greeks, even in their
molft flourifhing and enlightened flate, were
almoft in every circumftance the dupes of
it ; and the Romans following their example
were, perhaps, ftill more fo. Nothing either
{portive or ferious, trifling or confequential,
was undertaken in Greece or Rome, with-
out the performance of fome fuperflitious
ceremont

, reckoned ablolutely neceflary
to infure its fuccefs.
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Arv the ancient inhabitants of the NorthgCHxar.
paid the greateft regard both to the perfons Lo
and difates of fuch women as were rec-
koned witches, and the opinion they enter-
tained of the exiftence of fuch beings was
tranfmitted down to their pofterity, who,
after the conqueft of the Roman Empire,
had peopled all Europe; but the dotrines
of chriftianity, which were now introduced,
changed the veneration for witches into the
utmoft hatred and deteftation ; and inftead
of the honours that were formerly heaped
upon them, fuch unhappy beings as were
now fufpeéted of that crime, became fub-
je@t to the moft horrid barbarities that a
blinded legiflature and a furioufly enthufi-
aftic populace could infliét.

How the original idea of witches was at
firlt fuggefted to mankind is not eafily ac e,
counted for; it is ftill more difficult toaffign ‘:f:f,flix,d
a reafon, why this idea was in all ages {0 win ot
intimately conne&ted with women, and par- “o™
ticularly with old women. The witch of
Endor is introduced as an old woman, and
in every fubfequent period, hiftorians, pain-
ters, and poets, have all exhibited their
witches as old women. Nor can we without

pain

of
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CIa™ pain relate, that a majority of thofe uhs
o happy creatures condemned a few centuries
ago in all the criminal courts of Europe
were old women, Might we hazard a con=
Jje€lure on this fubjeét, we would fuppofe
that in the earlier ages of the world, while
women were only kept as inftruments of
animal pleafute, and only valued while they
had youth and beauty, as foon as thefe were
over, they were deferted by fociety, and
left 10 languifh in folitude ; where, by re-
fle¢tion and experience they acquired a wif-
dom, which made them more confpicuous
than the ignorant crowd from which they
had been exiled, and gave birth to a notion,
that they were affifted by invifible agents.
oiemer S s may in fome meafure explain to ug
LA e origin of the idea of witches, {o far as
st it selates toveld women, but leaves the ori-
gin of the general idea flill involved in the
fame obfeurity.  We flatter ourfelves, how-
cver, that fome light may be thrown even
on the gencral idea, by the lbll()wing ob-
fervations.  We are told by {eripture, that
in the carlier periods of the world, a com-
munication between celeflial and human
beings was not uncommon,  God appeared:
to
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to out firft parents in the garden of Eden; Cg‘;\(_"-

the angels came to Lot, to warn him of the
deftruétion of Sodom; to Abraham, to in-
timate to him the birth of a fon in his old
age; and Mofes is faid to have feen God
face to face, when he teceived from him the
tables upon the mount. Nor was this opi-
nion peculiar to the Ifraelites, the gods of
the other nations were faid almoft conftantly
to live with them, to appear in a familiar
annei and communicate their orders to
them, and even to beget children upon their
women: Thus Ofiris defcended from hea-
ven to reign in Egypt, where, having taught
the arts of civil life, he at lalt left behind
him a progeny of demi-gods. Bacchus
taught mankind the ufe of the grape, and
Ceres, a female divinily, infiruéted them in
the ufe of corn; even Jupiter, their fupreme
deity, repeatedly came down to the earth,
and cohabited with their women. When
fuch were the ideas generally diffeminated,
that good beings of all denominations fre-
quently appeared to, and ‘communicated
fome of their knowledge and power to
mortals, it was but catrying them one ftep
farther, and fuppofing that evil beings, like-
wife did the fame thing. Nor does this feem

Vou. I L altogether

g
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altogether conjetture, for mention is made
in the facred writings of evil {pirits, wha
had their falfe prophets, to whom they dic-
tated lies, in order to lcad to defiruétion
thofe who liftened to them. Thole whe
were fuppofed to communicate with good
beings were called prophets, and thofe who
communicated with evil ones, witches, wiz-
zards, &c.

Sucn poflibly might be the origin of
witcheraft, and fuch the reafons why old
women were moft commonly fufpeéted of it.
Butit lill remains to be confidered why the
fex in general were thought to have been
more addiéted to it than the men. The rea-

fons of this alfo may, perhaps, be difcovered
in the different habitudes and cuftoms of the
two fexes. From the remoteft antiquity, the
men inured to«hunting, fithing, and pafty-
rage, were conftantly abroad in the open
air; they were confequently healthful and
robuft, and not {ubjeét to thefe nervous
weaknefles and fpafmodic fits' which fo
firongly charaterile modern ages, and have
often been fuppofed the effeét of witchcraft.
The women, on the contrary, of a more
delicate frame, more confined by their
domeftic
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domeftic employments, by the jealouly of
their hufbands and relations, and, perhaps,
even more fimple in their diet, would
be much more fubjeét to nervous weak-
nefles, and all the uncommon appearan-
ces that fometimes attend them. In the
paroxyfms of thefe nervous diforders, they
would frequently utter the moft {irange and
incoherent language, and as the ancient
manner of conveying inflruétion and pre-
diéting future events, was commonly in this
unconnefled allegorical ftrain, accompanied
with extraordinary geftures and contorfions
of the body, fuch rhapfodical effufions, the
mere effe€t of nervous irritability, might be

eafily miftaken for the infpiration either of

good or of evil beings, and therefore wo-
men, being more fubjet to fuch fits than
men, might be more commonly denomina-
ted prophetefles, or witches, according to
the nature of the fpirit with which it was
{uppofed they were agitated.

As the facred writings {o frequently men-
tion witches, wizzards, and dealers with
familiar {pirits, we might from thence ima-

75
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full o

gine that fuch ideas exifled among the ]c\\@ e

orﬂy; were not the other writings of
L 2 quity
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quity every where as full of them, a cir-
cumftance we cannot wonder at, when we
confider that fuch ideas were much more
favoured by the polytheifm of the Gentiles,
than by the belief of one Supreme Almighty
Being, taught by the Jews. Among the
Gentiles alfo, a$ well as among the Jews,
it is probable there were female enchantref
fes, though we do not recolleét to have met
with any account of them till we come to
the Greeks, who exhibit them every where
in their fables and their hiftory, as beings
poflefled of the moft aftonifhing and fuper-
natural powers, Medea is faid to have
taught Jafon to tame the brazen-footed bulls,
and the dragons which guarded the golden
fleece, Hecate, and feveral others are faid
to have been fo (kilful in fpells and incanta-
tions, that, among their other feats, they
could turn the moft obdurate hearts ta love,
as we fhall have occafion to mention after:
ward in our hiftory of courtfhip.  Circe, we
are told, detained even the fage Ulyffes in her
enchanted ifland, and transformed his failors
into {wine. Belides thefe, there were many
others who, like the witches of our modern
times, could inflict difeafes, raife tempefts
in the air, and ride on the clouds from one
country

|
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Pﬂ gountry to another. Nor were the Romans Pk
& lefs the dupes of this pretended art than the v~
Greeks; the whole of their hiftorians and
poets are full of the follies and abfurdities
to which it reduced them; Harace fre-
quently mentions a Canidia, who was rec-
. koned a moft powerful enchantrefs; and
Virgil makes one of his fhepherds declare,
that fuch was the power of charms, that
they could draw down the moon from the
fky. But the Romans were not the only
people of antiquity who carried their ideas
thus far, the Babylonians boafted that all
the contingencies of fate were in their hands,
and that by their magical ceremonies, they
were able to avert every evil, and procure
every good, Dottrines of a nature not
much diffimilar appear to have been fpread
over other countries in the Eaft; for about
Calcutta they formerly confulted forcerers
concerning the defliny of their children, and
if the prediétion promifed happinefs they
were fpared to live, but if the contrary, they
were put to death as foon as born. The
Japnncfe at this day pay the moft unlimited
credit to forceries, incantations, lueky and
unlucky days, and publifh every year an al-
manac, pointing them out to the public, left
upon
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€J4&" upon the unlucky ones they fhould tranfatt ©
o any bufinefs, which they imagine in that
cafe could not poflibly profper.

Avnvost every ignorant people are the
dupes of fuperflition, which in nothing
difplays itfelf more evidently than in fruit-
betier inlefs attempts to become acquainted with the
witcheratt facrets of futurity ; hence the Greeks and
Romans, and perhaps all antiquity, were
tond of confulting oracles, and perfons fup-
pofcd to be infpired with a power of di-
Vination. But the northern nations much
exceeded all others, and carried this {pirit
to the moft unaccountable length. The
Scandanivians; Germans, Gauls, Britons,
&e. were of all people perhaps the moft
ignorant, and of all, the greateft flaves
to fuperflition; their Druids and Druj-
defles exercifed an authority over them,

which even the moft abfolute monarch of
the prefent times would not dare to attempt;
but not to thofe only did they yield an im-
plicit obedience, they obeyed, elteemed,
and even venerated every female who pre-
tended to deal in charms and incantations,
and

dictates of fuch, as they were fup-
poled to come from the invifible powers,
were
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were more regarded than the laws of nature,
of humanity, or of their country. Velleda,
a forcerefs, in the Batavian war, governed
in the name of the deity, the fierceft nations
of Germany, and effettually fecured their
obedience by this fuperllitious veneration.
The women, when in the field, confulted
ad-
verfe, ordered the armies to engage their

omens, and as they were profperous ¢

enemies, or to delay it till another time,
Nay, fome of them were even wor
divinities, and altars with in;

ipped as

cr

iptions to their
honour, have been lately found in Germany
and in Britain, The life of their warriors
was fuch s fecured them a firmnefs of nerves,
and freedom from nervous hypochondriac
diforders : their women being more fubjeét

to them by nature, and by their manner of

life, were, in all their fits, confidered

in-
fpired by fome divinity, and regarded ac-
y Nomen in the North have
almoft folely appropriated to themfelves the
trade of divination, men have had the

cording]

ug-
eft fhare of it in the South, the reafon is,
men in the South are, by the climate and
, fubjett to all
the difeales of women, and women are pri
cluded from all communic
public,

their low diet of rice and frt

with “the

MONG
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Awmonc the ancient inhabitants of the
North, nothing was held (o facred as poetry
and divination. A troop of poets, called
Bards, commonly attended on the great ;
not to grace their train, but in the effufions
of frantic doggerel, to celebrate their ex-
ploits, and praife their viftoties. Befides
thefe, there were generally in the train of
the rich and powerful fome venerable pro-
pheteffes, who direfted their councils, and
to whom they paid a deference and refpelt,
at prefent almoft incredible ; but thefe very
beings whom they fo much venerated; in
procefs of time became the objetts of ha-
tred and. deteftation, and were cdndemned
to whips, horfe-ponds, flames, and every
fpecies of cruelty that mifguided zeal could
infliet. Upon a change fo Important in man=
ners and behaviour, the ﬁ)lluwing confidera-
tions will, we hope, throw fome light.

Eviry fyflem of theology, from the be-
ginning of time, was filled with the dottrine
of a communication between celeftial and
terreftrial beings.  The Jewifh religion was
remarkably full of it : the Jews, therefore;
greatly venerated fuch human beings as
they thought were thus dignified with the

correfpon-
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¢orrefpondence of {piritual effences. The CY L
polytheifm of the Gentiles, their different v o
ranks and degrees of gods, and the few de-
grees of diftinétion between their gods and
their heroes, made it no great wonder, that
cation among them was ftill
fuppoled to be more common. Among the
Jews it would feem, that fome fmall degree
of inferiority was affixed to thofe who were
fappofed to draw. their knowledge of future
events from evil [pirits; but among moft of
the neighbouring nations, they had hardly
any fuch diftintion as evil and good fpirits ;
they had indeed Dii Infernales, or infernal
gods; but they made fo little difference be-
tween thefe infernal gods and their celeftial
ones, that they paid to each of them almoft an
equal fhare of worfhip and adoration ; hence

this communi

thofe who foretold events, by a communi-
cation with the one kind, were hardly lefs
efteemed, than thofe who foretold them by a
communication with the other. But when
the Chriftian religion was introduced, it made
fuch a diftinétion between good and evil
fpirits, that the trade of prediting by the
fuppoled afliftance of the latter, became not
only difhonourable, but criminal. Every
one who pretended to that trade, was de-
Niors 11 M nominatéd
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nominated witch, or wizzard; and againft
all fuch, the obfolete Jewith law, which
fays, Thou fhalt not Suffer a witch to live,
was revived ; and the fame profeflion, which
we have before feen raifing prophets and
prophetefles to the higheft veneration and
dignity, now {ubjetted them to flames and
a variety of other punifhments.

Frowm the twelfth to the fixteenth cen-
tury, almoft all Europe was one fcene of
highly ridiculous opinions ; to maintain
which, kingsded forth their armies, pioufly
to cut the throats of their neighbours; and
priefts condemned to the flames in this world,
and threatened eternal fire in the world to
come. Many of thofe opinions were, how-
ever, but local; and many funk into oblivion
with the authors who firft broached thems
but the notion of females being addited to
witchcraft had taken deep root, and fpread
itfelf over all Europe. It had been ga-
thering firength from the days of Mofes;
and it fubfifled till the enquiring {pirit of
philofophy, demonftrated by the plaineft
experiments, that many of thofe things
which had always been {uppoled the effeét
of fupernatural, were really the effe€t of
natural

|
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natural caufes. - No fex, no rank, no age,
was exempted from the fufpicions of, and
punifhments inflicted on the perpetrators of
this fuppofed crime; but old women were,
of all other beings, the moft liable to be
fufpected of it. Poets had delineated, and
painters had drawn all their witches as old
women, with haggard and wrinkled coun-
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tenances, withered hands, and tottering

limbs; thefe, which were only chara&erif-
tic fymptoms of old age, had, by an un-
happy affemblage of unconnetted ideas,
become alfo the charaeriflic fymptoms
of witcheraft. Hence every old woman,
bowed down with age and infirmity, was
commonly dubbed with the appellation of
witch ; and when any event happened in her
neighbourhood, for which the ignorance of
the times was not able to account, fhe was
immediately fufpeéted as the caufe; and in
confequence committed to jail by anignorant
magiflrate, and condemned by as ignorant
a judge. Or what, perhaps, was worfe than
either, made the {port of a ruffian multitude,
heated by enthufiafm, and led on by folly;
which a few centuries ago ran to fuch a pitch
of extravagance, that in Livonia, and fome
other parts of the North, it is faid, that not

M 2 many
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many women who had arrived at old age
were fuffered to die peaceably in their beds,
but were either hurried to an untimely exe-
cution, or fo much abufed by a licentious
populace, that death was frequently the
confequence.

Bur the f{ufpicions of witcheralt were
not altogether confined to age and poverty;
neither the bloom of youth and beauty,
nor the dignity of rank could afford any
fafety. In France, England, and Germany,
ladies of the ]n;)hf‘ﬂ’ qual)tv were condemned
to the ftake for crimes of which it was im-
poﬂible they could be guilty. But when
crimes are either highly improbable or alto-
gether impoffible, the proo( required to be
brought againft thofe who are fuppofed to

have committed them, is on that account
generally fuftained as valid, though much
lefs clear than- in other cales. Thus it
was with witcheraft, while it |equmd fome
degree of rational and confiflent evidence,
to afcertain any other crime, this was
alcertained by idle and ridiculous tales,
or, in fhort, by any fhadow of evidence
whatever,  Such being the cale, flatef-
men often availed themfelves of witcheraft,
as
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as a pretence to take off perfons who were ¢ {2 P.
obnoxious to them, and againft whom no «~~

other crime could be proved. This was the
pretence made ufe of for condemning the
Maid of Orleans, well known in the hiftory
of England and of France; who, by her
perfonal courage, and the power fhe al-
fumed over the minds of a fuperflitious
people, by perfuading them that Heaven was
on their fide, delivered her country from the
moft formidable invafion which had ever
threatened its fubverfion. Such was the pre-
tence for deftroying the Dutchels de Con-
chini ; who, being afked by her judges, What
methods fhe had pratifed to fafcinate the
Queen of France? boldly replied, Only
« by that afcendency which great minds have
« over little ones.” Nothing was too abfurd
in thefe times to gain credit; and proofs
only became the more valid as they were the
more ridiculous. Under Manuel Comnenus,
one of the Greek emperors, an officer of
high rank at Conflantinople, was condemned
for praflifing fecrets that rendered men in-
vifible. And another had like to have fha-
red the fame fate, becaufe he was caught
reading a book of Solomon’s, the bare pe-
rufal of which, they faid, was {ufficient to

conjure
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conjure up whole legions of devils, The

v Dutchefs of Gloucefter, with Mary Gurde-

marn, and a priefl, were accufed oi'hzlving
made a figure of Henry VI, in wax, and
roafling it before the fire; though the aétion
itfelf was ridiculous, and though there was
no proof of it, nor poflibility of the confe-
quences which they imagined had arifen
from it, they were all three found guilty ;

the priefl was hanged, Gurdemain was burnt
in Smithfield, and the Dutchels condemned
to penance and perpetual imprifonment,
The Duke of Gloucefter, who was regent
to Edward V. fhewed an .emaciated arm in
the council-chamber; and his really having
an arm withered, was deemed a {ufficient
proof, not only that it was done by forcery,
but that the forcerers were the wife of hig
brother, and Jane Shore. To what a low
¢bb was human reafon ‘rulurul, when from
fuch premifes it could draw fuch conclu-
fions!

o feveral ages, during the times we are
10w confideri

r g, every jail in Europe was fil-
led with fuppofed criminals; every tribunal
with judg

sand profecutors blinded by igno-
rance, fired with the moft intemperate zeal,

and
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and eager to vie with each other in extirpa-
ting crimes which it was utterly impoffible to
prove; and what is not a litde furprizing,
they confidered even the exiflence of thele
crimes, as a proof of the validity of the faith
which they profefled. They reproached the
Turks, becaufe they had neither forcerers
nor witches; and afferted that their having
no devils to caft out, was a proof of the
falfity of their religion, To contemplate
ages fo blind and barbarous; to hold up to
view the horrid deeds tranfacted in them,
is the moft difagreeable part of that tafk
which a regard for truth impofes on the
hiftorian: truth, however, obliges us to
relate, that there have been in Eurepe
one hundred thoufand fuppofed witches,
condemne i

1 to all the excru

K\(‘:‘; tortures
infliét deatl

with which infatiate fury conld h.
1, plead &

ded ze

times in which man fo fool-

Ignorance and mifgu
excufe for th
ifhly deltroyed his fpecies; but the frenzy
did not altogether difappea
rance that

with the igno-

save birth to it. Many h
wretches {uffe

red for pretended crimes, even
after reafon and plilofophy h:
inconfiderable progrefs. So late
one thoufand feven ired
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CHAP eight, an old woman in Wartfburgh, was

¥ condemned for witcheraft, and burnt, by a
people who boafted that tl’fsy had trampled
fuperftition under their feet, and plumed
themfelves on the reformation of their man-
ners and their religion.

Dediieof  Sycn was the condition of women i
witeheratt

aud it Europe for feveral centuries, conflantly lia~
@ ble 10 be accufed of, and punifhed for,
crimes which had no exiftence ; till philofo-
phy at laft came to refcue them from their
danger, by diffipating the gloom of igno-
rance which had for ages enveloped the
human mind; and teachi g men to prefer
realon to opinion, however the latter might

be fanétificd by “time, or firengthened by
the’ celebrated names from which it had
ori

ginated.  But the fruggle between rea-
fon and opinion was not the flruggle of a
day or a year, it lafled for feveral ages, and
15 notat this hour completely decided.

Wuat reafon and philofophy had at-
chieved in Europe, was accomplifhed in
America by fhame and remorfe. In the fif-
teenth and fixteenth centuries, fomeof the
molt gleomy bigots of feveral nations, to
avoid
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avoid the perfecutions. to which they were ©Z4F
fubjetted by the intolerant {pirit of the times, 3

had emigrated to the inhofpitable deferts of
America; thefe carried along with them into
that New world, the fame ideas of forcery
which they had inibibed in Europe, and the
fame intolerant {pirit from which they had
fled: Though they had accounted it ex-
ceedingly hard, that in their native country
they were perfecuted for religious opinions,
yet they foon impofed the fame hardfhips
upon others, from which they themfelves had
fled with fo much horror; and had but juft
begun to breathe from a cruel perfecution
again(t the Quakers and Anabaptifts, when
a new {uppofitious danger alarmed their
fears, and fet the whole country of New
England in a ferment. A clergyman in
Salem had two daughters, one of whom
falling into an hyferic diforder, attended
with convulfions, the father concluded fhe
was bewitched. An Indian maid-f r
fufpefted of the crime; and fo often beat

and otherwife cruelly treated by her wrong-

headed mafter, that {he at laft confefled her-

felf guilty, and was committed to prifon;

{from whence, after a long confinement, fhe

was at laft releafed to be fold for
Vou. II. N




A complaint was fuppofed to proceed from a
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THE idea was now ftarted ; every fimilar’

fimilar caufe, and the affetted, naturally
accufed thofe who were real or fuppofed
enemies. Every evil that befel the human
body, was in a little while afferted to be the
effect of witchtraft. Every enemy to the
affliéted was accufed, and every accufation
certainly proved. In default of rationa}
proof, an evidence called /petral, and never
before heard of, was admitted; on the va-
lidity of which, many were condemned to
fuffer death. The moft common, and moft
immnocent aétions of life, were now conftrued
to be magical ceremonies. Every one, filled
with horror, and diffident of his neighbours,
was forward to-accufe all around him. Nei-
ther age, fex, nor charatter, afforded the leaft
proteétion. Women were firipped in the
moft fhameful manner to fearch for magical
teats.  Scorbutic or other ftains on the fkin,
were called the devil’s pinches; and thefe
pinches afforded the moft undeniable evi-
dence againft the wretch upon whom they
were difcovered. But any thing was want-
ing in evidence, it was amply fupplied by
the confeflion extorted by tortures, of fo
cruel a nature, and fo long continuance, that
they
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they forced the unhappy fufferers to acknow. CHAP.
ledge themfelves guilty of whatever their L9

tormenters chofe to lay to their charge. Wo-
men owned various and ridiculous correfpon-
dencies with infernal fpirits, and even that
fuch had frequently cohabited with them.
Nor were the wretches under torture more
preffed to difcover their own guilt than that
of others; when it frequently happened, that,
unable to give any account of real criminals,
they were forced by torture to name people
at random, who being immediately taken up,
were treated in the fame manner, and obli-
ged, in their turn, to name others, not more
guilty than themfelves.

Tae frenzy was now become univerfal,
the neareft ties of blood, and the moft fa-
cred friendfhips, were no more regarded.
The gibbets every where exhibited to the
people their relations and their neighbours
hanging as malefattors. The cities were
filled with terrror and amazement, and the
prifons fo crowded, that executions were
obliged to be made every day, in order to
make room for more of the fuppofed cri-
minals. Magiftrates who refufed to commit
to jail, and juries which brought in a verdict

N 2 of
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of acquittance, ‘were on that account il
petted and accufed. ' Aceufations were alfo
brought at laft againfl the judges themfelves,
and the torrent had reached even to the pa-
lace of the governor, when, « geneval pafe
enfued.  Conlcious of his dannemu\ fitua-
tion, every man trembled on lookmv around
him, “and every man refolved to ceafe Trom
profecuting his neighbour, 'as the only me-
thod of prol
and remorfe
refumed the r

ing his‘cwn fafety. Shame

{e from refle€tion.  Reafon
n, and the florm which had
threatened a total depopulaticn of the coun.
try fubfided’ at' once into peace.’ ‘In this
vitit which for titne
immemorial had been a feourge to the hu-

paroxyfim expired

man race, and particularly to that

of it whole hifiory we are delineati

ANOTHER opinion nearly related to that

e have' now been dif

u:!m::{, and

fearcely, perha aps, lefs ancient, is the pofief
fion by devils:

through a long fuccef-
11 conf

fion of ageshad t

lered as common

to' both 5, and confequently not falling
properly within our plan.  But as the pricfls
of the Romifh church have ddopted, and ftill
maintain itnow, when it is nearly exploded

by
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by every other fet of men, and as they al-
molt entirely confine it to women, we (hall
give a fhort account of it.

So' delicate is the fenfibility, or rather ir-
ritability, of the fem:
the fex are thereby fual

ale conflitution, that

e€led to feveral difea-
fes, whofe fymptoms and appearances are
more extraordinary than thofe with which
ten are commonly afflited.” Such, it

hly probable, were thofe (.Lﬁ'a.& s \\lm‘li
Nt are ¢ ef!
from perfons thus a

fion by devils, and €
when they were healed by our Saviour, de-
vils were faid to be caft out,

Every one who has had an opportunity
of feeing difeafes of the fp"ﬁnod?c kind, muft
have been fenfible that perfons fo affetted,
frequently exert a force which at other
times they are totally incapable of. Hence,
in ages of ignorance and fuperftition, it is
no great wonder that fuch exertions, and
fuch fymptoms of torture as accompanied
them, were attributed to the agency of evil
{pirits, who were {

1 to have entered into,
and tormented the unhappy fufferers. But

aid

medical philofophers, beginning to throw

afide
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GHAP afideevery prejudice, and attach themfelves
™ only to truth, at laft difcovered, that fymp-
toms which had formerly been fuppofed to
arife from the agency of malevolent {pirits,
iy reality arofe from natural caufes; and this
doftirine, as being more confonant to reafon,

as well as confirmed by obferyation, was at
Iaft pretty generally received, But as every,
e

Improvi

of the human underfianding
i atiended with inconveniency to thofe that

fatten upon human ignorance, the priefls of
the Romifh r n, arrogating to them-
felves the fame powers as the author of
chriflianity ; bad always pretended to caft
out devils; and being aware that if there

were no devils to caft out, their revenue and
reputation would not only be diminifhed,

but an inflrument of managing the pe ople

and fupporting their own power would alfo |
be wrefled out of their hands, they ftrongly I
oppoled this new dotlrine as impious and ‘
difcordant to the feripture. To carry on

the farce with the greater probability, they “
carefully fought out fuch women as were g
endowed with a cunning fuperior to the reft
of their fex, and bribed them to declare
themfelves poffeflfed, that they might have
the credit of difpofleffing them, and thereby
fhewing
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{hewing to the world, that it had been mif-
led by a belief of natural caufes, and that ¢
they aftually derived from their great maf-
| ter, a power over the legions of darknefs.
To render this {cheme the more complete,
they laboured to inftil a notion Into man-
*  kind, that as evil fpirits were no doubt {o
intelligent as to underftand every language,
thofe poffeffed by them were alfo endowed
with the fame gift. Women, therefore, who
feigned this poffeflion, were taught by the
priefls appointed to exorcife them, anfwers

to fuck queftions in feveral languages, as
they fhould afk them. The multitude, when
they thus obferved women whom they knew
to be without education, fpeaking a variety
of languages, were convinced that it was
really the devil who {poke out of them.

luded by
d

ich an

Tuovcu the populace were d
I

this trick, yet the fenfible part of manki
ftill filently depifed the authors of

impofition on human credulity ; but as
Catholic countries nothing is more danger- |
ous than' contradifting or (nh‘rn
the church, it 'was Io'w b
the hardinefs openly to at
abfurdity ; fuch an attack was,

g fault with

1y one had
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laft fuccesfully: made by a phylician int
Sardinia. « A young girl in Turin being
“ troubled with hyfleric fits, the Jeluits
“ flocked about her, with a phyfician in their
“ intereft, who declared that fhe was pof-
“fefled. Exorcifts were affernbled, and the
¢ gitl inftruéted how to carry on the farce.
¢ The affair made fo much noife, - that one
“ of the court phyficians, prompted by cu-
“ riofity, went to fee her, and publicly de-
¢ clared that her cafe was not fupernatural,
* The Jefuits accufed the Dotor of infi-
“ delity, and offered to confute him from
“the teftimony of his own fenfes. The
¢ Dottor accepted the challenge, and afked
“the girl in Englifh (a language which
- of the Jeluits underftood) what
; fhe anfwered in Piedmon-
“ tefe, that fhe did not underftand the quef=
“ tion. The Jefuits, extremely mortified,
“ pretended he had put an unlawful queflion
“to her, and they had forbid the devil to
The Dottor
ked the fame queflion in Piedmon=
“ tefe, but as he was mot known to the
t anfwer him. The
h to coart with the
* news of his fuccefs, The king was highly

« pleafed
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# pleafed at it; and the prince, further to ©HA
“ try the knowledge of this Jefuitual devil, o
« gave the Dottor a Chinefe pfalter, with a
¢ commiffion to return back, and afk the girl
« the contents, and in what language it was
“ written. The Jefuits threatened that they
“ would order the devil to expofe all the
< tranfallions of the Doflor’s life. The
Dottor laughed at the threatening, and
¢ challenged the devil to begin his recital,
which if he did not, he would brand him
and all who favoured his pofleflion, as
and fools. The Jefuits enraged,
« were going to turn the Doctor to the door,
 when he fhewed them the pfalter and the
commiffion from the prince, ordering the
poffefled to declare in what language it was
¢written, The Jefuits pretended the cha-
“ raflers might be diabolical. The Doétor
replied, that {o fcandalous a fufpicion was
violating the refpeét due to their prince.
The Jefuits faid that along feries of prayer
“ and devotion was neceffary to introduce an
“ affair of this nature. The Dottor replied,
« he would affift them in both. No fubter-
« fuge being left, they began their ceremo-
“ nies, and having finifhed them, ordered
¢ the poflefled to anfwer all interrogatories.
Vou. II, o SEThe
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* The pfalter was then laid before her, fhe
¢ fcreamed, defired it might be taken away,
“ and declared fhe could not bear the fight of
“it. Atlafl, however, aficr being hard pre-
“ fed, fhe faid the charalers were Hebrew s
« and thatit contained a blafphemous writing
“againft the Trinity. The Doflor, after
“ telling them how ignorant their devil was,
“returned to court, and gave an account
“ of what had happened. The two Jeluits
“ were banifhed; the phyfician made a pub-
“ lic recantation; the parents of the girl were
¢ forbid, on pain of being fent to the gallies,
“ ever to mention the affair as a diabolical
« pofleflion; the girl recovered her health;
and thus ended an impoflure, with fo much
diferedit, that it put an end to all thofe
ideas of forceries, witchcrafts, and fatani-

n

n

“ cal pofleffions, with which the minds of

“ the people were infefled.

As this triumph over prieflcraft was only
focal; and as the multitude are ftill prone to
believe what they do not underfland ; the
clergy, in fome places, flill continue to pro-
pagate the dottrine of evil {pirits entering

nto female bodies, and keeping pofleflion of

them ll properly exorcifed by the church;
an
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an opinion, long fince, totally eradicated in
Proteftant countries, and only laughed at
in fecret by the fenfible of the Romifh faith,

Berore we take our leave of this {ubjett
it may not be improper to obferve, that the

notions of witcheraft, and of poffeflion, have

not only been univerfal among mankind, but
have had almoft the fame ideas every where
annexed to them. In Hindoftan, an old wo-
man, who had taken upon her the name and
charaCler of a witch, raifed a rebellion againft
her fovereign; and to draw the multitude to
her ftandard, fhe circulated a report, which
was cagerly credited, that on a certain day
of the moon, fhe always cooked in the fkull
of an enemy, a mefs, compoled of owls,
bats, fnakes, lizards, human flefh, and other
horrid ingredients, which fhe diftributed to
her followers ; and which they believed had
a power not only of rendering them void of
fear, but alfo of making them invifible in
the day of battle, and firiking terror into
their enemies. Would not one fuppofe fhe
had read the hiftories of Greece and Rome,
and the plays of Shakefpear?

O3 BEesiDES
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Besipes the opinions which have been.

already mentioned, it has been alleged a-
gainfl women, that they are incapable of
attending to, or at leaft deaf to reafon and
conviétion. This, however, we venture to
affirm, is an error of partiality, or inatten-
tion; for the generality of women can reafon
ina cool and candid manner on any fubjeét,
where none of their interefls or paffions are
concerned ; but fuch appears to be the acute-
nefs of the female feelings, that wherever
paflion is oppofed to reafon, it operates {o
ftrongly, that every reafoning power and
faculty is, for a time, totally fufpended,
The fame thing, in a lefler degree, happens
to men; and the only difference between
the fexes, in this particular, arifes from the
different degrees of fecling and fenfibility,

Woumen have likewife been charged by
the men with inconftancy, and a love of
change. However juftly this may charagte-
rize them in their purfluit of the fafhions
and follies of the times, we are of opinion,
that in’ their attachments to the men, it is
falle. The fair {ex are, in general, formed
for love; and feem impelled by nature, to
fix that paffion on {ome particular objeét ;

as
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as a lover, hufband, or children; and for
want of thele, on fome darling animal.  So
ftrong is this peculiarity of female nature,
that many inflances have been known, where
nuns, for want of any other objeét, have at-
tached themfelves to a particular fifter, with
a paffion little inferior to love; and hiftory
affords many inflances of women, who, in
{pite of reafon, refleétion, and revenge, have

been inviolably attached to the perfon of

their firft ravifher; though they hated, and
had been ruined by his conduét.

Awmonc all the fignatures of the infe-
riority of women, few have been more in-
fifted on, than the want of that courage and
refolution f{o confpicuous in the men. We

have already given it as our opinion, that

this 15 no defett in their charaéter; as the
Author of nature has, for the moft part,
placed them in circumftances which do not
demand thefe qualities; and when he has
placed them otherwife, he has not with-held
them. - This is remarkably verified by the
generality of women in favage life, where
the countries are infefted with wild beafts,
and the men, for days and weeks together,
abroad on their hunting excurfions; in which

intervals
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ClIAT intervals the fex, liable to be attacked by
v beafts of prey, and other enemies, would
be in a miferable fituation, were they the
fame weak and timid animals they are in
polifhed fociety.

Axmong the Efquimaux, and feveral other
favage people, the women go out to hunt
and fith along with the men. In thefe ex-
curfions, it is neceflary for them not only to
have courage to attack whatever comes in
their way, but to encounter the florms of a
tempeltuous climate, endure the hardfhips of
famine, and every other evil, incident to a

wandering life and an unhofpitable country,
In fome places, where the woods afford but
little game for the {ubfiftence of the native 35
and they are, <'<>ni'<»qm‘m]y, obliged to pro-
cure that fubfiftence from the ftormy feas
which furround them, women hardly fhew
lefls courage, or lefs (I('xl('rily, in encounter-
ing the waves, than men. In Greenland,
they will put off to fea in a veflel; andin a
ftorm, which would make the moft hardy
European tremble, In many of the iflands
of the South Sea, they will plnn;;c into the
waves, and fwim through a furf, which raifes
horror in the moft dauntlefs failor of our

hemifphere.
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hemifpherc. In Himia, one of the Greek ¢lar
iflands, young girls, before they be permit- «~~u

ted to marry, are obliged to fifh up a certain
quantity of pearls, and dive for them ata
certain depth. Many of the other pearl
fifheries are carried on by women, who, be=
fides the danger of diving, are expoled to
the attacks of the voracious fhark, and other
ravenous {ea-animals, who frequently watch
to devour them.,

SuouLp it be objefted here, - that this
kind of courage is only mechanical or cuf-
flors, Whe-
ther almoft all courage is not of the fame
nature ? Take the moft undaunted mortal
out of the path which he has conflantly trod,
and he will not fhew the fame refolution.
A failor, who unconcernedly fteers his bark
through the moft tremendous waves, would
be terrified at following a pack of hoy
over hedge and ditch upon a fpirited horfe,
which the well-accuftomed jockey would
mount with pleafure, and ride with eale.
A foldier, who is daily accuftomed to face
death, when armed with all the horrors of
gun-powder and fteel, would fhrink bac
with reluétance from the trade of gathering

eider

tomary, we would afk fuch obj
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eider down, as praétifed by the fimple pea-
fants of Norway, who, for this purpolfe, let
themfelves down the moft dreadful precipi-
ces by means of a rope. A thoufand other
inftances might be adduced to prove this
truth; but as many of them muft have fallen
under the obfervation of every one, we
fhall not enlarge upon them.

Tuar favage women are more generally
endowed with courage than thofe in civil
life, appears evident from what we have
now mentioned, as well as from the whole
hiftory of mankind ; yet it does not from
thence follow, that thofe in civil life are lefs
confpicuous for it, when it is required by the
circumftances in which they are placed.
And though it is not our intention to give a
minute hiflory of every female, who, throw-
ing afide the fofinefs of her fex, has fignali-
fed herfelf in fcenes of deveftation and fields
of blood, we think it incumbent on us to
give a few inftances, to fhew how far the fex
have been enabled to exert courage when it
became neceffary,

In ancient and modern hiftory, we are
frequently prefented with accounts of wo-
nen
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men, who, preferring death to flavery ot
proftitution, facrificed their lives with the
moft undaunted courage to avoid them.
Apollodorus tells us, that Hercules having
taken the city of Troy, priof to the famous
fiege of it éelebrated by Homer, carried
away captive the daughters of Laomedon,
then king. One of thele, named Euthira;
being left with feveral other Trojan captives
on board the Grecian fleet, while the failors
went on fhore to tike in fiefh provifions;
had the refolution to propofe, and the power
to petfuade her companions, to fet the {hips
on fire, and to perifh amidft the devouring
flames. The women of Phanicia met to=
gether before an engagement which was to
decide the fate of their country, and having
agreed to bury themfelves in the flames, if
their hufbands and 1elations {hould be de=
feated ; in the enthufiafm of their courage
and refolution, they crowned her with flow-
ers who firft made the propofal. Many
inflances occur in the hiftory of the Ro-
mans, of the Gauls, and of other nations in
fubfequent periods; where wonmen being
driven to defpair by their enemies; bravely
defended their walls, or waded through
fields of blood to affift their countrymen;

Vou. 1L P and
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C4X" and free themfelves from flavery or from
¥ ravifhment. Carracalla having taken pri-

foners fome German women, inhumanly
offered them the fad alternative of being
put to the fivord, or fold for flaves. They
unanimoufly made choice of the former.
Difappointed in his view of gain, he ordered
them to be led to the market; but his difap-
pointment was doubled when he found that
they all had the courage to prefer death to
flavery. The hiftory of Arabia affords fe-
veral inftances of the fortune of a battle
having been reftored by the women, after
the men had fled. This was remarkably
the cale on the field of Yermouwk, where the
Greeks and Arabians decided the fate of
Syria. The Grecians, much more numerous
than the Arabians, began the onfet with fuch
irrefiftable impetuofity, that they drove their
antagonifls to theirtents, there, the women
ftopped them, and alternately encouraging
and reproaching them, threatened to join the
Greeks; but finding the men difheartened,
and even one of their braveft officers difpo-
fed for flight, a lady knocked him down with

atent pole, calling out to the reft « Advance,
¢ and Paradife is before your face, fly, and
“ the firc of hell is at your backs;” then

turning
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turning towards the enemy, fhe, with the CHAT
other women, led on the men to renew the L~

combat, and obftinately maintained it till
night obliged both armies to defift; the next
day they renewed it again, and by their va-
lour at laft intirely routed and difperfed the
Greeks, with the lofs, it is faid, of one hun-
dred and fifty thoufand killed, and half that
number taken prifoners. Such heroic ef-
forts are beauties even in the charatter of
the fofter fex, when they proceed from ne-
ceflity; when from choice, they are blemifhes
of the moft unnatural kind, indicating a
heart of cruelty, lodged in a form which has
the appearance of gentlenefs and peace. We
therefore praife not the noble ladies of
Genoa, who fired with an intemperate zeal
for recovering the Holy Land, joined in the
tumultuary crufades that went againft it,
and perhaps added to the crimes of thefe
lawlels devotees ; who thought that becaufe
they were fighting for Jefus Chrift on earth,
they might break the eternal laws he had
made in heaven.

WEerE we to defcend to particulars, we
could give innumerable inftances of women,
who, from Semiramis to the prefent time,

B2 have
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CHAP have diftingdifthed themfelves by their cous

o rage. Such was Penthefilia,  who,  if we
may credit ancient flory, led her army of
viragoes to the afliftance of Priam, king of
Troy; Thoemyris, who encountered Cyrus,
king of Perfia; and Thaleftris,: famous for
her fighting, as well as for her amours withi
Alexander the Great.  Such was Boadicea,
queen of the Britaiss, who led oh that peo-
ple to revenge the wrongs done to herfelf
and her country by the Romans. And in
later periods, fuch was the Maid of Orleans,
and Margaret of Abjou; which laft, accord-
ing to feveral hiftorians, commanded at no
lefs than twelve pitcked battles. = But we do
not chufe to multiply inftances of this nature, \
as we have alread‘/ faid enough to fhew, |
that the fex are not deftitute of courage |
when it becomes neceffary; and were they |
poflefled of it, when unneceflary, it would {
diveft them of ‘one of the principal qualities 3
for which e love, and for which we value
them.---No woman was ever held up as a
Ppattern to her {ex, becaufe fhe was intrepid
and brave ;: no woman eyer conciliated the
affe€tions of the men, by yi\'allmg them in
what they reckon the peculiar excellencies
of their own charaéter,

AvrTHOUGH
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ArTaoucu from what we have related
it appears, that an opinion has been pretty
generally diffufed among mankind, that the
female fex are in body and in mind, greatly
jnferior to the male; yet that opinion has
pot been fo univerfal as to exclude every
exception; for whole nations in fome pe-
riods, and fome individuals in every period,
have held a contrary one. We have already
given fome account of the veneration in
which the ancient Egyptians held their wo-
men ; a veneration which feems at leaft to
have continued to the days of Cleopatra.
We have {een other nations placing the foun-
tain of honour in the fex, and others again
valuing every fingle woman at the rate of fix
men. We have {een the Germans admitting
them to be prefent at, and to dire¢t their
council

. The Greeks, Romans, and an-
cient Britons, confecrating them to the facred
funélion of miniftring at the altars of their
gods. We have feen the inflitution of chi-
valry ra

ng them almoft above the level of
mortality. But in Italy, even in a period
when chivalry had nearly expired, we find

them rifen in the opinion of men, to a
red before.

In Rome, when it became f{o venal, that

height at which they never ar

every
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OB By ey thing could be purchafed for money,

(T no uncommon thing for the wives or
miflrefles of the rich and opulent to be
deified after death. In modern Italy, this
ridiculous dignity was conferred upon Joan
of Arragon, while living, by the accademy
of the Dubbiofi, in the year one thoufand
five hundred and fifty-one. Upon her fifter,
the Marchionels de Gauft, they likewife
conferred the title of a divinity ; and propo-
fed building a temple, in which they fhould
both be worfhipped together.  But fome of
the accademicians obfbr\'ing, that two dei-
tics, efpecially of the feminine gender, would
probably not agree together in the fame
temple; it was at laft refolve d, that the
Marchionefs {hould be worfhipped by her-
felf, and that to her fifter, Joan of Arragon,
hould be erefled a temple, of which fhe
{hould have the fole pofleffion,

CHAP.
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G AP XX,

Of Drefs, Ornament, and. fome other Methods
whereby Women endeavour to render them-
Jelves agreeable to the Men.

HE mutual inclination of the fexes to

each other, is the fource of many of
the ufeful arts, and perhaps of all the ele-
gant refinements; by conftantly exerting
itfelf in flrenuous endeavours to pleafe; to
be agreeable, and to be ne r
additional flavour to the rational pleafures,
and multiplies even the conveniences of
life.

1t g1v

In the articles of convenience and necei-

fity, we have greatly the advantage over the
¥s 8§ Yy 8

what-

7 on us fo

women, who, naturally
ever is ufeful and whatever is neceffary. In
the articles of pleafure and of refinement,
they have as much the advantage of us, and
m as the

we as naturally look up to th
fource of our pleafures, as they do to us as
the fource of their fuftenance and their for-
tunes, Befides the advantages of being (o

neceflary

111

CHAP,
XX

wnd




THE I $T GRY

- neceflary to the women on account of pro=

curing them eonvenience and fubfiftence,
men have a thoufand ways of ingratiating
themfelves \into the favour of the fex, and
may pradltife them all with opennefs and free-
dom ; whereas, women muft endeavour to
work themfelves into our affeétions by me-
thods filent and difguifed ; for, fhould the
mafk be thrown off, their intentions would
not only be fruftrated, but the very attempt
would fix upon them the chara@er of for-
wardnefs, and want of that modefty which
cuftom has made fo effential a part of fe-
male excellence. Nothing appears more
evident, than that we all wifh women to be
and to infinuate themfelves into
, but then we with them to do fo
by nature, and not by art; or at leaft that
the little art they employ, fhould look as like
nature as poflible.

CoMrEL
tages, the fe

Ep to a@ under thefe difadvan-

e obliged to lay a perpetual
reflraint on their behaviour, and often to
dif

aim by their words, and cven by their
ons, fuch honeft and virtuous attach.
ments as they approve in their hearts. When
they, however, dire their attacks upon no
parti«

B




OF WOMEN.

113

particular individual, when they only ftrive ¢%4 7
to cultivate their minds and adorn their Ly~

bodies, that they may become the more
worthy of being honourably attacked by us,
we not only pardon, but love them for thofe
arts, which, by embellifhing nature, render
her ftill more agreeable.

NaTuRrEe has given to men firength, and
to women beauty ; our flrength endears us
to them, not only by affording them pro-
teftion, but by its laborious efforts for their
maintenance ; their beauty endears them to
us, not only by the delight it offers to our
fenfes, but alfo by that power it has of {often-
ing and compofing our more rugged paf-
fions. Every animal is confcious of its own
ftrength, and of the proper mode of employ-
ing it; women, abundantly confcious that
theirs lies in their beauty, endeavour with
the utmoft care to heighten and improve it.
To give fome account of the many and
various methods which have been and ftill
are made ufe of for this purpofe, is the fub-
je€t upon which we would wifh at prefent to
turn the attention of our fair readers.

Vou. IL Q Nexr
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Origin
and ufe of
clothing.

Cloaths

not in-

vented
merely to
defend

from cold,

T H-E12EEES T-OR Y

Nexr to the procuring of daily food for
the fuftenance of our bodies, that of cloth-
ing them feems the moft effentially neceflary,
and there are few inventions in which more
ingenuity has been difplayed, or more ho-
nour done to the human underftantling.
The art of clothing ourfelves with decent
propriety, is one of thofec improvements
which {trongly diflinguifh us from the brutes;
that of clothing ourfelves with elegance, is
one of thofe which perpetually whet the
invention, and diftinguifh the man of tafle
from the mere imitator.

Tioucu cloaths may appear eflentially
neceflary to us who inhabit the northern ex-

s of the globe, yet as they could not
be fo in the warmer climates where they
were firft invented, {ome other caufe than
merely that of fecuring the body from the
injuries of the air muft have given birth to
them. There are in Afia, which we ﬁzppo[c
to have been firfl inhabited, a variety of
places where cloaths would not only have
been altogether ufelefs, but alfo burden-
fome; yet over all this extenfive country,
and in every other part of the world, except
among a few of the moft {avage nations, all
mankind

SR
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mankind have been, and ftill are, accuftomed ¢ AP

to ufe fome kind of covering for their bodies.
Had cloaths been originally intended only
for defending the body againt cold, it would
naturally follow, that they muft have been
invented and brought to the greateft perfec-
tion in the coldeft regions, and that the in-
habitants of every cold country, impelled
by neceflity, muft at leaft have difcovered
the ufe of them Jong before the prefent time;
but neither of thefe is the cafe, for the art
of making garments was invented before any
of the colder countries were inhabited, and
the inhabitants of fome of the moft inhof-
pitable regions of the globe, particularly
about the fireights of Magellan, are at this
day naked.

Frowu thefe inftances it feems plain, that
neceflity was not the fole caufe which firft
induced men to cover their bodies; fome
other reafon at leaft muft have co-operated
with it, to make the cuftom fo univerfal.
Shame has been alleged as this other reafon,
and by fome faid to have been the only
caufe of the original invention of clothing;
but this opinion is not fupported by fatts,
for fhame does not feem natural to mankind ;

Q2 it

(V2'aV)

Shame
fappofed
to have
given
birth to
clothing,
but erro-

ncoufly.
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it is the child of art, and the nearer we ap-
proach to nature, the lefs we are acquainted
with it, It would be endlefs to enumerate
the various countries in which both fexes
are entirely naked, and confequently infen-
fible of any fhame on that account; or which
is ftill a fironger proof of our affertion, to
enumerate thofe, in which, though cloaths
are commonly made ufe of, yet no fhame is
annexed to uncovering any part of the
body. But that we may not build our hy-
pothefis entirely upon the cuftoms of favage
life, let us confider the flate of infancy in the
moft polifhed fociety; a ftate, in which
nothing is more obvious, than that neither
of the fexes have any {hame on account of
being naked when feveral years old, and
that even at the age of feven or eight, ex-
pofing every part of the body, is a circum-
ftance to which they pay fo litle regard,
that mothers, and, other people who have
the care of them, often find great difficulty
in teaching them to conform in this particu-
lar to the cuftoms of their country, and are
irequently obliged even to make ufe of cor-
reftion before they can obtain their purpofe.
To this teaching, and to this correétion, we
owe the firfl fenfations of fhame, on expofing
ourfelves

§
!
§
5
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ourfelves otherwife than the mode of our CH¥A®.
country prefcribes, and cuftom keeps up o

thefe fenfations ever after; for fhame is not
excited by deviating from cuftom, only in
things which have a real turpitude in their
nature, but alfo by deviating from it in thofe
things that are innocent or indifferent,

Ir from the foregoing reafons it fhould ©
appear, that the origin of clothing w =
ther altogether owing to necef
fhame, then the caufe of this o
remains to be difcovered, Might we hazarda
conjecture here we would fuppofe it to have
been a kind of innate principle, efpecially in
the fair fex, prompting them to improve
by art thofe charms beflowed on them by
ce us to be

nor tc

nature.  The reafons which indu
of this opinion are, becaule, as we oblerved
above, cloaths were invented in a climate
where they were but little wanted to defend
from the cold, and in a period when the hu-
man race were too innocent, as well as too
rude and uncultivated, to have acquired the

fenfe of fhame. Becaufe, alfo, in lool

Bg
over the hiftory of mankind, it appears that
an appetite for ornament, if we may fo
call it, is univerfally diffufed among them,

wherever

5 NE1- owing to
o} the Jove
of finery.
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SR wherever they have the leaft Ieifure from the

o indifpenfible duty of procuring daily food,
or are not depreffed with the moft abfolute
ﬂavery; all ﬁlvage nations, even though to-
tally naked, fhew their love of ornament by
marks, {lains, and paintings of various kinds,
upon their bodies, and thefe frequently of
the molt fhining and gaudy colours, Every
pcopk, whofe country affords any materials, -
and who have acquired any art in fabricating
them, fhew all the ingenuity they can in
decking and adorning themfelves to the beft
advamuge, with what they have thus fabri-
cated.  Thele circumftances ftrongly de-
monflrate, that the love of ornament is a
natural principle, which fhews itfelfin every
country, almoft without one fingle excep-
tion. But further, were cloaths intended
only to defend from the cold, or to cover
fhame, the moft plain and fimple would
{erve thefe purpofes ; at leaft as well, if not
better than the moft gay and ornamental ;
but the plain and the fimple, ey ery where
gve way to the gay and the ornamental.
Ornament, therefore, muft have been one
of the caufes which gave birth to the origin
of clothing.

As
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As there is in human nature a {trong pro-
penfity to the love of variety, this might
likewife contribute to the ufe of clothing;
abfolute nakednels having nothing to pre-
fent but the fame objeét, in the fame {hape
and colour, and without any other varidtion
of circum{lances than what arife from change
of attitude, is not likely to excite, and flill
lefs likely to continue the paffion of love.
In countries therefore, where women are
conftantly in the original ftate of nature,
they are much lefs objefts of defire, than
where they are enabled by drefs to vary
their figure and their fhape, conflantly to
flrike us with fome new .appearance, and to
a part of their
charms, as it {hall beft anfwer their purpofe.
It is probable that the fex became early ac-
quainted with all the difadvantages of ap-
pearing perpetually the fame; and that to
remedy them, they contrived, by degrees,
to alter themfelves by the affiftance of drefs
and ornament.

fhew, or conceal from us

Because favage life is the flate that ap- O

proaches neareft to nature; and becaule,
in this ftate, women {fometimes negle&t every
kind of drefs and ornament, it has therefore

been

C
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€far been concluded, that to drefs, and to orna-
v~ ment themfe
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Ives, is a pafiion not natural to
the fex. But this conclufion will be found
to be improperly drawn, when we confider,
that wherever women totally negleét orna-
ment and drefs, it is either where they have
no materials for thefe purpoles, as in' the
Streights of Magellan; or where they are
fo deprefled with {lavery and ill-ufage, as
on the banks of the Oroonoka, that a pal-
fion fo natural, is totally deftroyed by the
feverity of their fate; for even in the moft
favage flates of mankind, if the women are
not depreffed with abject flavery, they make
every effort, and ftrain every nerve to get
materials of finery and of drefs. On the
coaft of Patagonia, where the natives of
both fexes are almoft entirely naked, the
women, in point of ornament, were much
on an equality with the men, and painted
nearly in the fame manner; and one of
them, even finer than any of her male or
female companions, had not only bracelets
on her arms, but firings of beads alfo inter-
woven with her hair.  Among many of the
tribes of wandering Tartars, who are almoft
as rude and uncultivated as imagination can
paint them, the women, though in a great
meafure




OF WOMEN.

iealure confined, are loaded with a profu-
fion of the richeft ornaments their hufbands
or relations can procure for them. But it
would be needlels to adduce any more proofs
in fupport of our opinion; the whole hiftory
of mankind, ancient and modern, is fo full
of them, that, unlefs we draw general con-
clufions from particular inftances, we cannot
entertain a doubt, that the love of finery is
more natural to the other fex than to ours:

TaxiNG it then for granted, that the love 5

of drefs is a natural appetite, we may rea
fonably conclude, that it began to fhew itfelf
in the firft ages of the world; but in what
manner it was firft exerted, and what
materials originally offered themfelves for
its gratification, are fubjeéts of which we
know but little. The firft garment men-
tioned by hiftory; was compofed of leaves
fewed together, but with what they were

fewed, we have no account. Strabo tells

us, that fome nations clothed themfelves
with the bark of trees, others with herbs
Of all
als feem
to have been the moft univerfally ufed

or reeds, rudely woven ogether.
other materials, the {kins of” ani

in the ages we are confidering; but being

Vou. I R thent
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then ignorant of the method of making thele
fkins flexible by the art of tanning, or of
feparating the hair from them, they wore
them in the fame flate in which they came
from the bodies of the animals. Finding
them, however, cumberfome and inconve-
nient in this condition, they endeavoured ta
difcover fome method of rendering them
more pliable, and better adapted to their
purpofes; the difcovery was made, but
when, or where, is uncertain. Herodotus
tells us, that the ancient Lybian women wore
mantles of goat {kins tanned and dyed red,
a confiderable picce of finery in thofe times;
and the ancient annals of China inform us,
that Tchinfang, one of their firft kings,
taught them to prepare the fkins of animals
for garments, by taking off the hair with a
wooden roller; but even after the fkins
of animals were, by the various methods
praétifed in different countries, rendered
fomething more convenient, they were not
naturally adapted to form a neat and com-
modius covering for the human body ; many
of them were too little, others too large ;
thofe that were too large, it was an eafy
matter to make lefs at pleafure; but thofe
that were too little, could not be enlarged
without
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without the art of fewing them together ;

| an art, which many nations were long in

difcovering. Thread does not appear to
have been among the moft early inventions,
as we may fuppole from finding feveral fa-
vages at this day ignorant of it ; and without
thread, they could do nothing. Hefiod
informs us, That, inftead of thread, the an-
cients ufed the finews of animals dried, and
{plit into fmall fibres. Thorns, fharp bones,
and the like, fupplied the place of needles,
and of thofe rude materials ; and in this rude
manner were the cloaths, or rather cover-
ings, of the firlt ages made; but we muft
obferve, that they were not fitted to the body
as at prefent; but all loofe, and nearly of
an equal fize ; a circumftance firongly pro-
ved by the many changes of raiment in the
poffeffion of the great, in which they ufed
to clothe the guefts who came to vifit them
purpofes which they never could have an-
fwered, had they been all exattly fitted to
the body of the original owner; but this
circumftance is alfo further proved from the
clothing of thofe nations which retain ftill
the firongeft traces of antiquity. The gar-
ments of the Welch, and Scotch Highlanders,

R 2 are,

123

CHAP.
b




124

CHAP.
XX,

ments in
the

o

clothing.

(¥2'a V)

Jmprove-

£

THE HISTORY

are, at this day, o wide and loofe, that they

may eafily be applied to the ufe of any
wearer,

As fociety began to improve, and the
fexes became more ambitious of rendering
themfelves agreeable to each other, they
endeavoured to difcover fuch materials ‘as
could be made into garments of a more
commodius nature than the leaves and bark
of trees, or the fkins of animals; and their
firll efforts were probably made upon camel’s
hair; a material which they flill work up
into clothing in the Eaft. From camel’s
hair, the tranfition to wool was cafy and
natural ; and it would foon be found, that

either of them formed a cove ng, not only
more pliable, warm, and fubft ntial ; but
allo more elegant, than any thing that had
been before made ufe of, At what period
they firft invented the art of conver ting thefe
materials into_garments is uncertain : all we
know is, that it was very early; for, in the
patriarchal ages, we are told of the great
care taken by the inhabitants of Palefline
and Mnlk)pntu:niu, in ﬁuxring their {heep;
the wool of which they, no doubt, had the

art
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art of making into covering and to orna-
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ment. The ufes which were now made of L~

wool and of camel’s hair, might poffibly
fuggeft the firft idea of feparating into dif-
tin¢t threads the fibres of plants, fo as to
convert them into the famc ufes: but what-
ever ftarted that idea, it obtained an early
footing among mankind. In the plagues
which were fent to diftrels Egypt, on ac-
count of the Ifraelites, we read of the de-
{truétion of the flax; and in periods a litde
pofierior, we have frequent mention made
of the fine linen of Egypt. Such were the
materials in which men clothed themfelves
in the firflt ages. We fhall now take a fhort
view of what they had for ornament and
fhow,

In the days of Abraham, the art of orna-
menting the body with various materials
was far

rom being unknown ; they had then
jewels of feveral kinds, as well as veflels of
gold and filver. Eliezar, Abraham’s fervant,
when he went to court Rebecca, for Ifaac
his mafter's fon, carried along with him
jewels of gold, and of filver, and bracelets,
and rings, as prefents to procure him a
favourable reception. We find the fame

Rebecca

Ornament

of the




euare Rebecca afterwards in poffeffion of perfu-
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Uy med garments, which fhe put on her fon

Jacob, to enable him to cheat his father, by
paffing himfelf upon him for his brother
Efau. When they had arrived at the lux-
ury of perfuming their apparel, we may
conclude, that the modes of drefling were
not fo plain and fimple as fome would en-
deavour to perfluade us. Jacob gave his
beloved fon Jofeph a coat of divers colours,
fuppoled to be made of cotton, and finer
than thofe of his brethren; which ftirred up
their envy, and was the caufe of their fel-
ling him for a flave into Egypt. But not-
withftanding all this finery, the people of
the primitive ages were not acquainted with
the art of drefling gracefully ; their upper
garment was only a picce of cloth, in which
they wrapped themfelves ; nor had they any
other contrivance to keep it firm about
them, than by holding it round their bodies.
Many uncultivated nations at this day exhi-
bit the fame rude appearance. We have a
ftriking inflance of this in Otaheite, where
the people wrap themfelves in pieces of
cloth of a length almoft incredible ; and the
higher the rank of the wearer, {o much the
greater is the length of his cloth. In the
patri-




OF WOMEN.

127

patriarchal ages, the Ifraelites had advanced T2 »-

a few fteps beyond the fimplicity we have
now defcribed; they had garments made
with fleeves, and cloaks which they threw
over all; but their fhoes were like thofe of
the neighbouring nations, only compofed
of pieces of leather, to defend the {oles of
their feet, and faftened on with thongs. So
partially covered they never could travel
on foot, nor hardly ftir abroad, without hav-
ing their feet much defiled ; it was therefore
always neceffary to wath them when they got
home, a ceremony often mentioned in the
{cripture, which the fervant generally per-
formed to his mafter, and the mafler olten
to his vifitors and guefls,

AmipsT all thefe anecdotes of the drefs
of the firft ages, it is not a little furprifing,

that we have no account of what was worn *
d

by the women, except the few ornaments
given to Rebecca, which we have alrcady
mentioned. But though we cannot now

conjeture what was their drefs, we al-

fured, that it differed on account of different
circumflances, For Tamar, before fhe went
to fit by the way-fide, to impofe herfelf
upon Judah for an harlot, was habited in

the
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the garments peculiar to a widow, whick
fhe put off, and drefled herfelf in fuch as
were peculiar to an harlot, * Whence it ap-
pears, that not only widows and harlots, but
perhaps feveral other conditions, were dif-
tinguithed from one another by particular
dreffes ; a ftrong proof that drefs was in
thele periods a circumftance of no fimall
importance, and greatly attended to; for,
where drefs is only in its infancy, it is not
made ufe of as a badge to diftinguith one
perfon from another; bat in polithed na-
tions, it is not only made ufe of to diftinguifh
rank, but even profeffions and circumflan
ces are marked out by it.

SoMe of the m*ighbnuring nations, and
pmiicu!;xrly the Midianites, had, in the pri-
mitive ages, carried their attention to drefs
{ll farther than the Ifraelites; for we read
in the book of Judges, of their gold chains,
bracelets, rings, tablets, purple ornaments
of their kings, and even gold chains or col«
lars for the necks of their camels. Though
the drefs of the common people of Egypt
feems to have been fimple

yet the great
made ufe of a variety of decorations. They
had changes of raiment, Jofeph gave
changes
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change of raiment to each of his brethren. CHaP.
They wore garments made of cotton, and WY~

coftly chains about their necks. As to the
drefs of the women, all we know of it is,
that they had only one kind, whereas the
men had more; whether by one kind of
drefs only, is meant, that all their variety
of changes were made in one fafhion, or of
the fame fort of materials, is uncertain; but
however this be, they had, befides their
cloaths, a variety of ornaments; for Mofes
tells us, that when the Ifraelites finally de-
parted from Egypt, they were ordered to
borrow jewels of gold and jewels of filver,
to put them on their fons and daughters, and
to fpoil the Egyptians. Nor need we won-
der, that they were pofiefled of thefle things
at the period when the Ifraclites went out
from them, for even in the days of Jofeph,
luxury and magnificence were carried to a
great height; they had, befides their jewels,
veflels of gold and filver, rich ftuffs, and
perfumes ; were waited upon by a number
of flaves, and drawn in chariots, of which
they had feveral forts. They had embroi-
deries of various kinds, which were alfo ufed
among the neighbouring nations; for Mofes
mentions works of embroidery, with an

Vour. IL S agree-
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o they painted linen by laying certain drugs

upon it. From all thefe anecdotes, as well
as from the immenfe fums which we have
already taken notice of being allotted to the
toilette of the queens of Egypt, we may
conclude that the drefs of their women was
at lealt coftly, if not elegant. We fhall
finifh what we had to fay on this fubje by
obferving, that what moft particularly dif-
tinguithed this people, was their attention
to cleanlinefs; they not only kept their gar-
ments exceedingly neat, but the opulent
had them wafhed every time they put them
on; this appears the more remarkable, as
cleanlinefs feems to have been no general
virtue of the ancients. The Scythians never
wathed themfelves, left it fhould fpoil the
beauty of their {kin, but they ufed a fucce-
daneum ; they pounded Cyprefs and Cedar
with incenfe, infufed the powder in water,
made it into a pafte, and {pread it over
their faces; when it came off, it is faid not
only to have {moothed and beautified, but
even to have perfumed the part upon which
it was laid,

TraAT
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TuAT beauty was in all ages the fubjeét
of praife and of flattery, we may infer from
the nature of man, as well as learn from the
fongs of the ancient bards. When women

131
CHAP,
XX.
Ve a V]

Mirrors

carly
made ufe

were praifed, when they were flattered on °

this fubjet, it was natural for them to wifh
to fee thofe charms of which they had heard
fo much ; but ingenuity could not difcover
the method of doing this, it was more pro-
bably chance which found it out. Some
perfon, looking on the clear furface of a
fmooth pool, faw his own image in the wa-
ter; this furnifhed the firft hint that every
polifhed furface would have the fame effett;
hence mirrors were made in a very early
period in Egypt; and from the Egyptians
probably, the Ifraclites firft borrowed that
art; for mirrors were common among them
in their paffage through the wildernefs,
as appears from Mofes having made his
laver of brafs, of the mirrors offered
by the women who attended at the door
of the tabernacle. The art of making
mirrors of glafs was not known in thefe
days. The firft and beft are faid to
have been made long after, of a fand
found on the coafts of the Tyrian fea;

Sz thofe
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thofe then in ufe were made of highly
U polithed metal,  In Egypt, and in Paleftine,
they were of brafs, When the ancient Pe-
ruvians were firft difcovered, their mirrors
were of brafs: and, at this day, in the Eaft,
they are commonly made of that, or fome
other metal, capable of receiving a fine

polith,

Tre ufe of mirrors, among the Egyp- |
tians and Ifraelites, is a proof that the ages
under review were not fo rude and fimple
as fome would infinuate. Many nations. at
this period have not arrived to the know-
ledge of mirrors, The people of New
Zealand were furprifed at this mode of
viewing their own faces, and behaved on
the occafion with a mixture of the moft
ridiculous grimace and merriment. Almoft
every writer of voyages into favage coun-
tries, prefents us with hiftories of a fimilar
nature, How rapid is the progrefs of hu-
man genius in fome countries! How flow in
others! Whence arifes this diverfity ? Is it
from climate, from neceflity, or from a
difference in the original powers and fa-
culties of the mind? Is it poffible that
favages
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favages never have feen themfelves in the CHAP.
water ? If they have, why fhould they be L~
furprifed at fecing themfelves in a looking-

glals?

CHAP.
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The fame Subjel continued.

cua® TN periods fo remote as thefe we are now
(P2 aN] confidering, it is impoffible for us to

give any diflin&t detail of the various dreffes
made ufe of; we have neither deferiptions
nor monuments left to elucidate fo dark a
fubje&; nor, if we had, is it our intention
| to give a minute and circumflantial account
| of every article ufed at the female toilette ¢
we only mean to point out that drefs has
been an obje@ of general attention, and
in what manner this attention has exerted
itfelf; and we fhall leave our readers to
. confider, how far the care beftowed on it
may elucidate the manners of the times,
and how thefe manners might influence the
modes of altering and forming it.

Folly of

T Anoxe other fubjeéts of popular decla-
mation, the prefent luxury of drefs affords
o a conflant opportunity of endeavouring to
and fine- perfuade us, that our own times f;
1 in this article every t

ar furpafs
hing that has gone be-
fore
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fore us ; and that our own country {urpaffes ¢ 11
all the world. But this is no more than mere v~

declamation ; for if we look back even to
very remote periods of antiquity, we fhall
find that the fame thing was then the fubject
of declamation as well as at prefent. The
third chapter of Ifaiah prefents us with an
account of the finery of the daughters of
Babylon, which no modern extravagance
has hitherto equalled. Homer drefles feveral
of his heroes and heroines with a magnifi-
cence to which we are ftrangers ; and Cleo-
patra exhibited an extravagance in her
drefs and entertainments, which in our
times would beggar the moft wealthy po-
tentate on the globe. We might eafily mul-
tiply inftances to fhew the {plendour and
magmhcenu_ of the ancients; but thofe
already given, are fufficient to teach us how
little reafon there is for declaimers to vilify
the prefent times; nor have - they more
reafon to exclaim againit this country;
whoever has feen the {plendour of the
Eaft, muft laugh at every fatire on that
of Europe. When the emperors of the
Moguls appeared in public, the wealth and
magnificence exhibited, were fufficient to
beggar all defeription; even the Khalifs,

fucceflors
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fucceflors to Mahomet, in their public en-
tertainments and ceremonies, were fplendid
and coftly beyond our conception. The
marriage of Almamoun with the daughter
of Haffan Sahal, was celebrated with a
magnificence hardly to be credited by an
European. Slaves of both fexes were made
prefents of by the bride’s father, to every
grandee who was fubjeét to Almamoun.
While the preliminaries of the nuptials were
fettling at Fomal Saleh, the two courts were
every day entertained with all the luxurious
and voluptuous fpeflacles of the Eaft.
When the bargain was concluded, and the
bride and bridegroom departed, they found
the road from thence to Baghdad, almoft an
hundred miles, covered with matts of gold
and filver ftuff; on the head-drefs of the
bride, a thoufand pearls are faid to have
been arranged, every one of them of an
immenfe value. We could fill up many
pages with a recital of eaftern magnificence,
but this fingle example will {ufficiently fhew
us how much it exceeds our own.

TuoucH a variety of precious ftones
were made ufe of by the ancients, it is
probable they were unacquainted with the
diamond,
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diamond, upon which modern refinement ¢ HAP-

has ftamped fuch an immenfe value. Some
have imagined, that Homer and Hefiod have
mentioned this ftone by the name of Adamas
and Adamantinos ; but it has been more ju-
dicioufly fuppofled, that thefe Greek terms
have not the leaft relation to it. Pliny, who
has taken much pains to invefligate the dif-
covery of precious ftoncs, can find no men-
tion of this till aperiod near the beginning
of the Chr
difcove

an wra.  But long after the

y-of diamonds, they did not, for
want of being pmpcr‘xy poli d, difplay
half their luftre ; the art of giving them this
luftre by polifhing them with their own duft,
is but a late invention, and afcribed to
Lewis de Berquen, a native of Bruges, who
lived only between three and four hundred
years ago.

A pesire of attrafling the public at-
n race to

tention, firft pr()mpwd the hur
ornament themfelves with the moft fhining
and brilliant things which nature could fup-
ply. Among thefe, the diamond, after it
was difcovered, held the chief rank; it was,
therefore, natural, that the mines which
produce it fhould be fought after with avi-

Vou. II, Y dity,

(V2% %]
Ancicots
not ac
quainted
with the
diamond.

Diamonds
where

found.
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dity, and preferved with care. It would
perhaps be confidered as foreign to our
purpofe, to give an account of every par-
ticular fpot where diamonds are found ;
fuffice it therefore to fay, that the greater
part of them are dug up in the dominions
of Spain and Portugal. 1In the Brazils the
Portuguele have a company which has an
exclufive right to the diamond mines, and
the laws enatled by that company for their
fecurity, are fubverfive of juftice, policy,
and mercy. Not contented with inflicting
inflant death upon every ftranger found
within a certain diftance of the mines, they
have alfo depopulated and turned into an
unacceflible wafte, a diftriét of country to
the extent of three hundred miles around
them. Such are the crimes by which man-
kind become poflefled of this moft impor-
tant bagatelle, which now diftinguifhes
grandeur and opulence from the lower and
more humble ranks of life,

Inpivibvars of the human fpecies, like
thofe of all others, grow old, and fuffer by
decay; but the fpecies itfelf, always the fame,
is conflantly diftinguifhed by the fame pro-
penfities, and afluated by the fame paffions.

It
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t treads in the fame path that it did five ¢ ¥4™
hundred years ago. Dignity and power 3
were then, as well as now, in many places
conferred by opulence, and diftinguithed by
ornament and drefls; and beauty was fond of
adding to nature, by all the decorations and
embellifhments of art. Aaron was diflin-
guifhed by a profufion of ornaments; the
greateft part of the herocs of Homer were
diftinguithed by the richnefs and brilliancy

of their armour; and the kings of the ancient
Medes and Perfians, and of many of the
neighbouring nations, had golden fcepters,

as enfigns of their power and authority.

Bur to return from the fubjet of badges
of diftin€ion, to the drefs and ornament of
common life, In ancient Babylon, the men
wore ftuffs. wrought with gold and filver,
ornamented with coftly embroidery, and en-
riched with rubies, emeralds, faphires, pearls,
and other jewels, of which the Eaft has al-
ways been remarkably produétive. Collars
of gold were alfo a part of their finery.
Such was the drefs of their men; that of
their women has not been fo particulary def-
cribed, but when we confider the rank which
women held among them, and the natural

S pro-
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propenfity of the fex to drefs and ornament,
we have reafon to believe it was fHill more

coftly and magnificent, efpecially as we fo
frequently find the prophets reproving the
daughters of Babylon for their pride, and
the vanity which they difplayed in the va-
riety and {plendour of their attire. To the
coftlinefs of the materials of their garments,
the Babylonith women frequently added
the expence of the moft precious perfumes,
which they lavifhed with the greateft profu-
fion on their drefs and on their perfons; and
as it is well known that the p\xhnws of
Bub\lon were every where famous for th

ﬁ'pum. excellence, and bore an excee ding
high price, this Iu r
added greatly to the exper
toilette.

e muft have
of the fer

Kurious

Dress and ornament did not lefs

the .1llm"'(m of the Mede d Perfians than

Aonians ; the women of their

bited in all the pomp of eaftern
>, and the revenues of whole

2 were fre

uently .employed in de-

il
1g her who happened to be the greateit

L
favourite. ens had certain diftriéts

{et apart for main aining their toilette and

ward-
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wardrobe, one for the veil, another for the A EH T
girdle, &c. and thefe diftriéts tock their v

names from the different parts of the drefs
to which they were appropriated, as the
queen’s girdle, the queen’s mantle, &c. The
Medes appear to have paid the greateft at-
tention to drefs, for the luxury and mag-
nificence of which, they are frequently
exclaimed againft by the writers of anti-
quity. They wore long s with
large hanging {leeves, interwoven with a va-
riety of different colours, of the moft

owing rob

1dy

and {hining

with gold and filver.
loaded with bra 15, and neck-
laces adorned with precious ftones, and wore
upon the head a kind of #ara or high
pointed cap, exceedingly magnifi

were likewife
celets, gold ¢

ent; nay,
fo far had they carried their atention to
every fpecies of decoration, that they even
tinged their eyes and eye-brows, painted

their faces, and mingled artificial with their
natural hair, Such, in the articles of drefs
nd ornament, was the care and attention
of their men; amiquity has left us in the
dark con‘:eming hat of their women, and
has only informed us in general, that
they were exceedingly beautiful. We may,
there-
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CUAP therefore, reafonably fu ofe, that they en-
PP

v deavoured to improve by art, that beauty
beftowed on them by nature.

"f“"”"'," NorwitusTanpING what we have now

:v‘»‘f:‘v‘.(' mentioned, in Iooking over the hiftory of

,1,’! antiquity, we are apt at firlt view to imagine,

caions.  that the ancient heroes delpifed drefs, asan
effeminacy in which it was below their notice
to indulge themfelves. Hercules had only a
lion’s fkin flung over his fhoulders,and a vari-
ctyof the hrmm mentioned byHomer and the
other ancient writers, were wrapped in thofe
of the different animals they had deftroyed.
But this feems only to have been the mode
in which they clothed themfelves in ordinary
life, or perhaps rather for convenience when
they went a hunting, or to make them ap-
pear more terrible when they went to war;

for on public occafions, when ceremony was
neceflary, they had other garments of avery
different nature.  The mantle of Ulyfles 1s
deflcribed by Homer as an extraordinary
piece of finery, and feveral of the reft of
his warriors are now and then introduced in
the utmoft magnificence of drefs that gods
and men could fabricate for them, Even in
the heroic ages, the Greeks wore cloaths
adorned
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adorned with gold and filver, and ladies of ¢4

diftinétion had long flowing robes faflened
with' clafps of gold, and bracelets of the
{fame metal adorned with amber; nor were
they then inconfcious that nature might be
improved by art, for they endeavoured to
give a bloom to their complexions by feve-
ral forts of paint, in compofing and laying
on which, they were fcarcely lefs dextrous
than the ladies of the firft rank and fafhion
at Verfailles, But with all thefe loads of
finery, the ancients were firangers to ele-
gance, and even to convenience. In the
times we arc [peaking of, the Greeks had no
fhoes, but only a kind of fandals, which they
put on when they went out; neither did
they know the ufe of breeches, ftockings,

nordrawers, nor pins, nor buckles, nor but-
tons, nor pockets. They had not invented
the art of lining cloaths, and when cold, were
obliged to fupply that defeét, by throwing
one garment over another.

As the Greeks emerged from the barba-

rity of the heroic ages, among other articles

of culture, they began to beftow more at-
tention on the convenience and elegance of
drefs, At Athens, the ladies commonly

employed

(925
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employed the whole morning in decorating
themlelves ; their toilette confilted in paints
and walbes, of [uch a nature as to clean and
beautify the {kin, and they took great care
to clean their teeth, an article at prefent too
much negleéted. ' Some alfo blackened their
eye-brows, and, if neceffary, fupplied the
dc(iyi@ncy of the vermillion on their lips,
by a paint faid to have been exceedingly
beautiful. At this day the women in the
Greek iflands make much ufe of a paint
which they call Sulama, which imparts a
beautiful rednefs to the cheeks, and gives
the fkin a remarkable glofs. Poffibly this
may be the fame with that made ufe of in
the times we are confidering.  Some of the
Greck ladies at prefent gild their faces all
over on the day of their marriage, and con-
fider this coating as an irrefiflable charm.
In the ifland of Scios, their drefs does not
a little refemble that of ancient Sparta, for
they go with their bofoms uncovered, and
ach to the calf of
in order to fhew their fine garters,

with gowns which only 1

which are commonly red ribbons curioufly
embroidered.  But to return to ancient
Greece, the ladies {pent likewife a part of
their time in compofing head-drefles, and
though
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though we have feafon to fuppofe that they ciar
were not. then {o prepofteroufly fantaftic as VS
thofe prefently fabricated by a Parifian mil-
liner, yetthey were probably objeéts of no
fmall induftry and attention, efpecially as

ive find that they then dyed their hair, per-
fumed it with.the moft coftly eflences, and
by the means of hot irons difpofed of it in
curls, as fancy or fathion direfted. Their
cloaths were made of fuffs fo extremely
light and fine, as to fhew their fhapes, with-
out offending againft the rules of decency.
At Sparta, the ci fe was widely different;
we {hall not defcribe the drefs of the women,
it is fufficient to fay, that it has been loudly
complained of by almoft every ancient
author who has treated on the fubjedt.
Euripedes fays, it was not in the power of
the Spartan ladies to be modeft ; their drefs,
through which their limbs were vifible, and
their wreftling naked with the young men,

were temptations to del auchery which hu-

man nature could not poflibly refift.

Drefs of
he Ro-

Frou what has now been related it appears,
that the women of antiquity were not le

folicitous about their perfons than the mo-
derns, and that the materials for decorating
Vour. I U them
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- them, were neither fo few, nor fo fimple,

U as has been by fome imagined.  Thele faéts,

in the review of the Romans, will appear
flill more confpicuous. In the more carly
periods of that great republic, the people
in their perfons as well as in their manners,
were fimple and unadorned; we fhall, there-
fore, pafs over the attire of thefe times, and
confine our obfervations to that which ap-
peared when the wealth of the whole world
centred within the walls of Rome.

Tue Roman ladies went to bathe in the
morning, and from thence returned to the
toilette, where women of rank and fortune
had a number of flaves to attend on and
do every thing for them, while themfelves,
looking conftantly in their glaffes, practifed
various attitudes, ftudied the airs of negli-
gence, the fmiles that belt became them,
and directed the placing of every lock of
hair, and every part of the head-drefs.
Coquettes, ladies of morofe temper, and
thofe whofe charms had not attra@ed fo
much notice as they expeéted, often blamed
the flaves who dreffed them for this want of
fuccefls; and if we may believe Juvenal,
fometimes chaflifed them for it with the
moft
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moflt unfeeling feverity. At firfl, the maids CHAP.
who attended the toilette were to aflit in v~

adjufting every part of the drefs, but after~
ward each had her proper tafk affigned her ;
one had the combing, curling, and drefling
of the hair; another managed the perfumes;
a third the jewels; a fourth laid on the paint
and coflmetics; all thefe, and feveral others,
had names expreffive of their different em-
ployments. But befides thofe, whofe bufi-
nefs it was to put their hands to the labour
of the toilette, there were others, who, aét-
ing in a {tation more exalted, only attended
to give their opinion and advice, to declare

" what colours moft fuited the complexion,

and what method of drefling gave the great-
eft additional Juftre to the charms of nature.

As the loves and the graces more particu-
larly refide in the face, the Roman ladies
were not only attentive to the face itfelf,
but to every decoration that furrounded it.
They had combs of box and of ivory for
the hair, the curls of which they faftened
with gold and filver pins; befides thele, they
commonly ftuck into their hair, pins fet with
pearl, and plaited it with chains and rings
of gold, or with purple or white ribbons,

10751 {hining
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CE4T fhining with jewels and precious ftones,
{5 They had alfo in their ears, rings of gold,

loaded with pearl, or other jewels®. The
modetn gigantic head-drefs of the prefent
time, with all its combs, and wool, and
curls, is not the invention of thisage; it is
at leaft as old as the times we are delinea-
ting: the Roman ladies, by the affiftance
of borrowed hair or wool, decorated their
heads with treffes, knots, and curls, all fo
varioufly difpofed, and in fo many different
ftories one above another, that the whole
looked like a regular piece of archite€ture.
Nor was it always neceflary that a lady
thould fpend Aer precious time in fitting to
have her upper apartments built upon in this
manner; the Romans, as well as the mo-
derns, knew how to mingle convenienc
with folly, they could purchafe in the thops,
as at prefent, a head-drefs ready built, which
they had only the trouble to clap on. It
would be tedious to mention the various

* 50 extravagant was the love of finery and ornament among the
Roman ladics, that to curb and reftrain it, was frequently the ferious
occupation of the vencrable fenate’s which at onc time loudly com=
plained, that, in the pirchafe of female trinkets and omaments, &
great part of the wealth of the Rate was irrecoverably given away
nations who were enemics to Rome.

ta

forms
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forms in which thefe voluminous head-
drefles were conftruéled ; fuffice it to fay,
that there were fome modes of drefling the
head, which were confidered ‘as diftinguith-
ing marks of modefty and virtue, while
others were as ftrong indications of lewd-
nefs and dcbauchery.

Bur difpofing of the hair in various forms
and figures ; interweaving it with ribbons,
jewels, and gold ; were not the only methods
they made ufe of to decorate it. As light-
coloured hair had the preference of all
others, both men and women therefore dyed
their hair of this colour, perfumed it with
fiveet-fcented effences, and powdered it with
gold duft ; a cuftom of the higheft extrava-
gance, which the Romans brought from
Afia, and which, according to Jofephus,
was prattifed among the Jews. White hair
powder was not then invented, nor did the
ule of it come into fafhion till towards the
end of the fixteenth century. The firft wri-
ter who mentions it is L’Etoile, who relates,
that in the year one thoufand five hundred
and ninety-three, the Nuns w ked the fireets
of Paris curled and powdered; from that
time the cuftom of powdering has become fo

common,
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common, that in moft places of Europe, but
elpecially in France, it is ufed by both fexes,
and by people of all ages, ranks, and con-
ditions,

Sucn were the ornaments with which the

Roman ladies furrounded the face ; thofe of
the face itlelf confifted of cofmetics, paints,
and even pafles ; of the colmetics, it would
be fuperfluous to give any account, as it is
prefumed that modern invention has fur-
nifhed the prefent times with {fuch as are
much preferable, ~ Chalk and white 'lead
were then ufed as paints, for we are told by
Martial, that Fabula was afraid of the rain,
on account of the chalk on her face; and
Sabella of the fun, becaufe of the ceruse

terwards the wile of Nero, made ufe of an
uncluous paint which hardened upon the
face, and remained there till fhe chofe to
take it off by warm milk, As this paint
originated from an emprels, it foon became
{o falhionable at Rome, that it was ufed al-
moft by every woman when at home in her
own houfe; in the common phrafe of the
times it was called the domeflic face; and,

if
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if we may credit Juvenal, the only one
which frequently was known to the hufband,
the natural one which it covered, being re-
ferved for occafional lovers. In order alfo
to rettify what they fuppofed nature had
made amifs, they had depilatory plaifters to
take off fuperfluous hairs from the eye-brows,
or other parts of the face; nor was the art
of painting, and otherwife making artificial
eye-brows, unknown to them. The teeth,
we may readily believe, were alfo an object
of much attention; they were cleaned and
whitened by a variety of methods, and arti-
ficial ones we

e placed in the room of fuch
as age or accident had deftroyed; but the
materials of which they were made feem
not to have been judicioufly chofen. * Thou
“haft only three tceth,” fays Martial to
Maxima, “ and thele are of box varnifhed
But with all this art, there were

fome defeéts for which they were not provi-
ded with any remedy : « If,” fays the fame
poet to Lalia, « thou art not afhamed to
« make ufe of borrowed teeth and hair, yet
«ftill thou muft be embarraffed; What
« wilt thou do for an eye, there are none
«to be bought?” Had the unfortunate
Lalia lived in our more inventive days,

even
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even this defect might have been fupplied
To fumup all, the Roman ladies took great
care that their {kins {hould be kept perfeétly
clean and fweet, by frequent bathing; and
{ome of them, not contented with common
water for this purpofe, ufed to mix it with
a variety of detergent or fweet-fcented in-
gredients : Poppea, whom we have before
mentioned, had every day the milk of five
hundred affes made into a bath, which fhe
fuppofed gave her fkin a foftnefs and polifh
beyond that of any other woman.

Tue moft common miaterials for cloth=
ing among the Romans, were wool and
flax; materials lefs fine indeed than thofe
we have at prefent, but to fupply that de-
feft, they were richly embroidered, and
frequently loaded with different kinds of
jewels.  Linen only became known to them
in the time of the emperors ; and, perhaps,
nearly about the fame time, the ufe of filk
was introduced among them; but it was
long fo fcarce and expenfive, that a fmall
quantity of it was only mixed with wool or
flax, in the compofition of their fineft fluffs.
gabalus is the firft on record who had
a robe made entirely -of filk. At that time

it
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it muft have been exceedingly dear, for it ¢¥4¥-

was fold for its weight of gold fifty years
afterwards; as we learn from the anfwer of
Aurelian to his wife. when fhe defired him
to let her have a filk mantle, ¢ I fhall take
« care,” faid he, ¢ not to buy threads for
¢ their weight in gold.”

\

i

s flk is the moft beautiful and elegant
matetial which has ever been made ufe of to
adorn the fair forms whofe hiftory we are
writing, we hope our readers will not confi-
der a fhort account of it as foreign to our
purpofe. Silk is faid to have been brought
from Perfia into Greece three hundred and
twenty-three years before Chrift, and from
India to Rome in the year two hundred and
feventy-four after Chrift. During the reign
of Tiberius, a law was made in the fenate,
forbidding men to debafe themfelves by
wearing filk, which was only fit for women;
and fo little were the Europeans acquainted
with its culture, that it was then fuppofed
to grow upon trees like cotton. In the
year five hundred and fifty-five, two monks
brought from Cerinda, in the Ealt Indies,
to Conftantinople, the eggs of fome filk-
worms, which having hatched in a dunghill,

BV o T X they
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SLAM they fed the young infedls with mulberry
vy leayes, and by this management they foon
multiplied to fuch a degree, that manufac-
tures of {ilk were erefted at Conlftantinople,
at Athens, at Thebes, and at Corinth, In
the year eleven hundred and thirty, Roger,
king of Sicily, brought manufa@orers of filk
from Greece, and fettled them at Palermo,
where they taught the Sicilians the art of
breeding the filk-worms, and of {pinining
and weaving the filk. From Sicily, the art I
was carried over all Italy, from thence to |
Spain; and a little before the time of Francis ‘
the Firft, it was brought to the fouth of i
France. Henry the Fourth of France, was \
at great pains to introduce manufalures of |
filk into his kingdom, contrary to the advice |

of his favourite minifler the Duke de Sully,
and by his perfeverance, at laft brought

them to a tolerable perfeétion, In the year
twelye hundred and eighty-fix, the ladies of
fome noblemen firft appeared in filk mantles
in England, at a ball in Kennelworth Caftle
in Warwickfhire. In the year fixteen hun-
dred and twenty, the art of weaving filk
was firft introduced into England, and in

the year feventeen hundred and nineteen,
Lombes’s machine for throwing filk was
ereled {
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erefted at Derby, a piece of mechanifm CHAP.
which well deferves the attention and ap- ~J

plaufe of every beholder; it contains twenty-
fix thoufand five hundred and eighty-fix
wheels, the whole of which receive their
motion from one wheel that is turned by
water. Such was the introdution of filk,
but it continued long too fcarce and dear to
be applied to common ufe. Henry the Se-
cond of France, was the firft European who
wore filk ftockings. In the reign of Henry
the Seventh, no filk ftockings had appeared
in England; Edward the fixth, his fon and
fucceffor, was prefented by - Sit Thomas
Grefham with the firft pair that ever were
feen in this country ; and the prefent was at
that time much talked of as valuable and
uncommon. Queen Elizabeth was alfo pre-
fented with a pair of black filk ftockings by
her filk-woman, and was fo fond of them,
that we are told by Holwell, the never wore
any other kind afterwards. From thefe
times, however, filk has, in every fhape,
become fo common ameng us, that it is now
no longer the diftinguifhing badge of rank
and opulence, but to be found among peo-
ple of every flation, from the throne to the
dunghill.
X2 Bu1
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But to return to our fubjec. The Ros
mans had long exifted as a peaple before
the falhion of wearing garments of various
colours was introduced among them ; du-
ring the time of " the republic, white was the
common colour of the cloaths, and even
of the fhoes worn by the ladies. ~Aurelian
granted them a power of wearing red {hoes ;
and, at the fame time, prohibited all men
from that privilege, except himfelf and fuc-
ceffors in the empire,

Suozs, with high heels, were firft inven-
ted at Rome ; Auguftus wore them, in order
to mal\e himfelf appear taller; the priefis
put them on at their folemn (acnﬁ(cs, and
ladies of diftinétion at balls and public
meetings, The fhoes of great men were
adorned with gold, and we have reafon ta
believe, though it is not recorded, that the
ladies copied  their example. Heli ogabalus
adorned his fhoes with precious ﬂone@ finely
engraved by the greateft artifis: the fuc-
cecding emperors, imitating the pattern he
had (:.ewn them, loaded (]1(1r thoes with a
variety of ornaments; and had the Roman
cagle, for the moft part, embroidered on
them, ftudded round with pearls and dia-
monds; but we ceafe to wonder at this

foolifh
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foolifh extravagance of the emperors, when C1 st

we are told, that even private citizens: of
Rome, befides the ornaments on the upper
parts of their fhoes, had the foles of them
fometimes made of gold.

We have already feen,. that the ancient
inhabitants of the North had a much greater
regard for their women than any other peo-
ple, who were equally rude and uncultivated:
it would, therefore, be offering an indignity
to thefe women to fuppofe, that th i
their turn, did not endeavour to pl

afe and
become agrecable to the men, by fuch arts
of drefs and ornament as were then known
among them, as well as by the virtues of
chaftity and obedience, for which they were
fo remarkably diftinguifhed. ~We are not,
however, to fuppofe, that in the article of
drefs, we fhall find them equal to many of the
ancient nations we have hitherto mentioned.
The countries they inhabited, in themf{elves
barren and unhofpitable, hardly afforded
any thing to affift the charms of nature:
all the neceffary arts were either totally un-
known, or only in a ftate of infancy ; of
the elegant ones, the northerns were entirely

.ignorant. From thefe caufes, the materials

which
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'C';{"_"- which furnifhed the female toilette, muft
w0 bave been but few and imperfeét. The hair,
which when ‘properly managed is, without
any ornament, one of the greatelt beauties
of the { feems to have been the chief
objett of their attention. It was fonietimes
tied and knotted on .the crown of their
heads, from whence falling down, it hung
negligently on their backs and fhoulders,
Among fome tribes, they had acquired the
art of curling it; but among the greateft
part, it flowed loofe and carelelsly in the
wind. - A linen fhift, without any {leeves,
frequently variegated with purple, and over
this a cloak of the fkins of fuch animals
as their hufbands had killed in hunting,
feems to have been their moft magnificent
ﬂnery. They were generally beautiful, hav-
ing lively blue eyes, large but regular fea-
tures, a fine complexion, and a fkin which,
for whitenefs, cqualled the fhow upon their
mountains,  Their flature was tall, their
thape caly and majeflic; and, to crown the
whole, this majefty ‘was blended with ‘all
that foftnefs which fo peculiarly charaéterifes
the fex, and which renders them at once

|

the objeéts of our admiration and our love,
Soaccomplifhed, they had little occafion for
the
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the toilette, and they made as hitdeuferpf CHA
it ; where nature had done f{o much, art v~

would have only {poiled her work,

Wt fhall not endeavour to develope the Pref @
P e

various modes of drefs, which were the off-
{pring of fancy, fafhion, or neceflity, among
the defcendants of thefe northern nations,
of whom we have been now fpeaking, in
thofe periods called the middle ages: but
fhall only remark in general, that about the
time of Charlemagne, the men drefled in
fhort cloaths, over which, on days of cere-
mony, they threw a kind of mantle lined
with fur, Charlemagne himfelf wore fi
twifted round his legs, in the manner of
bufkins, but we are not informed how the

lets

ladies were then dreffed, The hiflory of

France gives us a few {ketches of the revolu-
tions that their drefs had undergone, with-
out particularly fpecifying the times in which
thefe revolutions happened; we fhall, there-
fore, pafs over them, and obferve as we go
along, that, by the laws of the Burgundians,
fuch was the importance of drels and orna-
ment, that it was on the demife of a mother,
to go by invariable fucceffion to her daugh-
ter or daughters, Other northern nations

hac

£
id-

eln
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had laws of a fimilar nature, by which
v males were intirely excluded from the fuc-
ceflion to things of this kind, fo long as any
female relation exifted.

cHAP
XX

To this account we fhall add fome re-
marks on the drefs of the Anglo-Saxons
and Danes.  They confidered their hair as
one of their greateft perfonal beauties, and
took much care to drefs it to the utmoft ad-
vantage. Young ladies wore it loofe, and
flowing in ringlets over their fhoulders ; but
after marriage they cut it fhorter, tied it up,
and covered it with a head-drefs, according
to the fafhion of the times. To have the
hair entirely cut off, wasa difgrace of fuch
a nature, that it was even thought a punifh-
ment not inadequate to the crime of adultery.
So great, in the Middle Ages, was the value
fet upon the hair by both fexes, that, as a
piece of the moft peculiar mortification, it
was ordered by the canons of the church,
that the clergy fhould keep their hair fhort,
and fhave the crown of their head; and that I
they fhould not, upon any pretence what- |
ever, endeavour to keep the part {o {haved
from the public view. Many of the clergy
of thefe times, finding themfelves fo greatly
mortified,
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triortiﬁed, and pethaps {o eafily diﬂingui{hed cHAP.
#rom all other people by this partictlarity, o

as to be readily deteéled, when they com-
initted any of the follies or crimes to which
human naturé is in evety fituation liable, in
order to reduce the whole to a fimilarity
with themfelves; endeavoured to perfuade
mankind; that long hair was criminals
Amongft thefe, St. Wulftan eminently dif-
tinguifhed himfelf; « He rebuked,” fays
William of Malm{bury, « the wicked of all
¢ ranks with great boldnefs ; but was parti-
¢ cularly fevere upon thofe who wete proud
¢ of their long hair. When any of thefe
¢ vain people bowed their heads before him,
« to receive his bleffing; before he gave it;
“ he cut a lock from their hair, with a tharp
« penknife, which he carfied about him for
¢ that purpofe; and commanded them; by
“ way of penance for their fins; to cut all

¢ the reft in the fame manner: if any of

¢ them refufed to comply with his command,
¢ he reproached them for their effeminacy;
« and denounced the moft dreadful judg-
¢ ments againft them.” Such; however, was
the value of the hair in thofe days, that
many rather fubmitted to his cenfures, than
part with it; and fuch was the folly of the

Vor. Ik v church;
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CHAP church, and of this faint in particular, that
Lo the moft folemn judgments were denounced
againft multitudes, for no other crime than
not making ufe of penknives and feiffars,
to cut off an ornament beflowed by nature.

But not contented with filly exclama-
tions againft long hair, the clergy reproached
allo in the bitternefs of their zeal, thofe
who wore falfe locks, or garments of any
other colour but white; who ufed infiru-
ments of mufic; vafes of gold or filver;
white bread; foreign wines; warm baths,
or any thing calculated for indulgence or
oftentation. As the patriarch Jacob had re-
pofed his head on a ftone, they vociferated
with particular acrimony againft all thefe
who ufed downy pillows, and even dealt out
damnation among thofe who were wicked
enough to fhave their beards; a crime,
which, according to Tertullian, was an im-
plous attempt to improve the works of the
Creator. = St. Paul, for what reafon we know
not, had declared that it was the glory of ‘
a woman, but the fhame of a man, to
have long hair; the clergy for many ages
had implicitly adopted this opinion, and
firetching it a little farther, had declared
that
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¢hat to be criminal, which St. Paul had only
called fhameful. Bifhop Serlo, preaching
before Henry the Firft, painted in {uch odi-
ous colours the finfulnefs of long hair, that
he obliged the king and all his courtiers to
crop their heads immediately after the fer-
vice. “If religion,” faid a wag, ** has made
# it damnation not to cut the hair, and
« damnation to cut the beard, it ought in
¢ juftice to have marked exabtly where the
“ one begins and the other ends.” Aaron,
faid the clergy, wore a long beard, but we
hear of none of the ancients who had long
hair befide Abfalom, and he was hanged by
it, as a vifible punifhment for fo enormous
a fin.

Tue Anglo-Saxons were no {trangers to
the ufe of linen, as appears from feveral
anecdotes in their hiffory ; and particularly
from this, That confeffors frequently or-
dered the moft obftinate finners to wear
woollen fhirts next their bodies, as an ex-
traordinary penance. It would feem, how-
ever, that ftockings, and other kinds of
covering for the legs, were then but little
ufed; as the clergy, who were the moft
wealthy of all others, frequently with naked

Y2 legs,
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CHAT legs, approached the altar, and celebrated
LA mafs; till the year feven hundred and eighty-

five, when a canan was made in thefe terms:
¢ Let no minifter of the altar prefume to
¢ approach it, to celebrate mafs, with na-
“ked legs; let his filthinefs appear, and
¢ God be offended.” Some perfons of con-
dition lad a kind of covering for their legs,
which was faftened on with bandages, wrap-
ped about from: the foot to the knee, as
appears from the figures of Edward the
Confeffor, of Guido, count of Ponthieu,
and fome others, in the famous tapeftry of
Bayeux. But though many eof the figures
of this tapefiry are without flockings ; yet
neither in this, nor any other of the monu-
ments, which reprefent the drefs of thefe
times, are there any without fhoes ; though
itwould feem, that mankind were then fo
little acquainted with the proper materials
for this purpole, that they generally made
them of wood. That the common people

fhould not be able to afford any other than
wooden fhoes, in periods fo diftant, does
not {urprife us; but we are rather altonifhed,
when we are told, that in the ninth apd
tenth centuries, fome of the greateft princes
in Europe, were only equipped in this man-
ner;
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ner; fure indications, that the invention of CHA®-
the times had not then difcovered any thing <~

that was more proper for the purpofe.

Wiey the twa fexes are diftinguifhed from
each other, by the materials and fafhion of
their drefs, it is a certain fign, that cultiva-
tion is arrived at no inconfiderable length,
Among the ancient Germans there was, In
this article, but little difference. Nor was
there much more among the Anglo-Saxons,
the moft material was, that the mantles of the
women flowed down almoft to the ground,
swhereas thole of the men were confiderably
fhorter. Thofe people, as well as the Danes,
feem to have been fond of every kind of
ornament, and particularly of gold clgins
and bracelets: gold chains were worn by
officers of high rank as well civil as military,
and being given by the fovereigns, thefe
hwmcwns were on \}\at accpunt frequently
called bv the poets, givers of gold chains.
Bracelets of gold, or other precious mate-
tials, are an ornament now fk)l(']y appropri-
ated to women. Among the Dan however,
they were indifcriminately the ornament of
either fex; Earl Goodwin prefented king
Hardicanute with gold bracelets for |

arms,
and
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ciaPe and fo facred were ornaments of this kind
& then cfleemed, that they frequently fwore
by them, and are faid to have held an oath
of this nature as tremendous and inviolable,
as the gods of the pagans did that which was
fworn by the Styx,
Cufes of - In the Middle Ages there prevailed among
val ot mankind, fuch an univerfal diftrufl of each
#eeli and. other, owing to the frequency of crimes and
S ilie weaknefs of laws, that there was but lit-
tle mutual intercourfe or focial friendfhip
among the inhabitants of Europe. Thole
promilcuous meetings which diftinguilh po.
lifhed nations, and call both fexes together,
were unknown ; hence neither {ex had then
any other motive to induce it to-drefs than
the ]’;vc of cleanlinefs, and the innate defire
of finery. When the inflitution of chivalry
flarted up, it gave a happy turn to this
rudenefs of manners; it afforded more pro-
teftion to the women, and confequently
enabled them to fee more company ; it in-
troduced numerous meetings at tilts and
tournaments, where the ladies were con-
flituted the judges of valour and rewarders
of the valiant, where their charms were
fuppoled to add courage to the hearts, and
ftrength

R ee



OF WOMEN.

167

ftrength to the arms of their admirers, and € g

where they were confequently furnifbed with
the ftrongelt motives to decorate and em-
bellifh their perfons. But befides tilts and
tournaments, in the Middle Ages, there
arofe alfo in Europe another kind of pub-
lic meetings, called Fairs, to which both
fexes reforted. While mutual diffidence
and diftruft diffufed their baleful influence,
and there was hardly any fecurity from
rapine and murder, but in the caflles
and ftrong holds of the barons, trade
and commetce were in the moft languid
ftate ; to revive them in fome mealfure,
fairs were firlt inflituted, where mer-
chants and traders brought their com-
modities and expofed them to fale; but a
bare fale of goods for which there was
but little demand, on account of the fcar-
city of money, did not at firft anfwer the
end of drawing many people together;
the venders in time, to allure the multi-
tude, befides the expofure of their goods,
entertained them with a variety of pub-

lic fhows and diverfions, and from that
time their fairs became the fafhionable
places of rendezvous, and were not only

another
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CRA™ anothet motive for the fex to drefs and
2 endeavour to appear to advantage, but
alfo afforded them the materials for tha¢

important purpofe:
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CHAP XXIL

The fame Subject continued:

. I treating on the f{ubjeét of diels, we CRAT

have already had occafion to give fome LA~
account of the fplendour and magnificence :L;Z‘:ur
of the ancient Eafterns; in confidering the the Eaf.
prefent inhabitants of thefe regions, we {hall
fee them flill governed by the fame princi=
ples, and led by the fame love of oftend

tation:

Sucn is the conflitution of the two {exes;
that the whole of their attions are guided
and influenced by each other. The womert
drefs and ufe every means to appear beau-
tiful and engaging in order to pleafe the

ten, and the men affume bravery and every
mafculine accomplifhment in their powery
in order to pleafe and render themfelves ac+
¢eptable to the women. In countries where
the fexes are allowed freely to keep com-
pany with each other, fuch mutual efforts
on both fides, as they appear to be the ef-
feéts of that company, pafs without exciting

Vour. 1L Z any
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coftly and

elegant,
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any wonder ; but when we confider that i
the Eaft women fhould take the trouble to
decorate and adorn themfelves, when they
are certain that thefe decorations and orna-
ments cannot be feen by the other fex, we
are aftonifhed. That women, however, do
{o, is an inconteftible fatt; and fo power-
fulin the female breaft is the paffion of being
admired, that fhould a woman, as it fre-
quently happens in Afia, have only once in
twenty years a chance of being feen and
exciting that paffion, fhe would every day
during that time ufe all poffible endeavours
to put herfelf in a condition to excite it.
The Abbe Lambert, in his account of the
and cuftoms of the Eaft, obferves
of the Chinefe women, that though they
are certain they can be feen by none but
their female domeftics, yet they every
morning pafs feveral hours in drefling and
adorning themfelves.

manne:

Tuoucu the Chinefe are, perhaps, the
moft regularly economical people on the
globe, yet the drefs of their women, and
particularly the ornaments of their heads,
are ftrong inflances of that love of finery
and fhow, which has ever prevailed in the

Eaft,
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monly confifts of feveral ringlets of hair v~

varioufly difpofed, and every where orna-
mented with {mall bunches of gold or filver
flowers. Some of them adorn their heads
with the figure of a fabulous bird made of
gold or filver, according to the quality of
the perfon, which has a grotefque though
magnificent appearance. Ladies of the
firlt rank fometimes have feveral of thofe
birds faftened together in the fhape of a
crown, the workmanfhip of which is ex-
quifitely curious. Young ladies generally
wear a kind of crown made of pafteboard,
covered with filk, ornamented with pearls,
diamonds, and other jewels; and on the
top of the head a bunch of flowers, either
natural or artificial, in the middle of which
is fluck fmall wires with fparkling jewels
faftened on their points. The drefs of their
bodies, though often made of the richeft
materials, and decorated, or rather loaded,
with the moft coftly ornaments, is to the
laft degree clumfy and inelegant ; our rea~
ders, however, will form a better idea of it
by looking at a Chinefe figure, than we
can convey by the moft laboured defcrip-

flon,
Z2 In
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‘In-that extenfive part of the Eaft Indies
formerly fubje@t to the Moguls, the fex,
though confined, are peculiarly attentive to
ornament.  Theijr garments are made of the
fineft filks, richly flowered with gold and
filver, and fitted to the fhape with a degree
of eafe and elegance, which fhews, that
while they take nature for their model,
their tafle in imitating her is far from being
contemptible. About the middle, they wear
a girdle elegantly embroidered, at the end
of which, where it is faftened before, hangs
a globe of gold, ora large pearl; but their
greatefl attention feems to be paid to their
hair, which they drefs in a variety of forms,
as pyramids, triangles, crefcents, or in the
figure of fome favourite flower or fhrub.
This is done by gold buckles and wires
intermixed with diamonds, and is a work
of much time and no lefs dexterity, though
after all, more cafily demolifhed than an
head-drefs of any other falhion, Befides
thefe tedious and expenfive methods, they
have a lefs difficult and more common way
of dividing their hair into trefles, which
flow with carelefs eafe upon their {houlders,
and to which they tie precious flones, and
little plates of gold; when thus drefled, to
be

i




OF WOMEN,

be able to move the head in fuch a manner
as to fhew to the beft advantage all its fplen-
dour and magnificence, is a female art not
Iefs difficultly attained, than the proper ma-
nagement of the fan was formerly in Europe,
or the taking fouff with fuch an air as to
difplay in the moft enchanting manner a
fine hand, and a finer diamond ring.

It has been a cuffom time immemorial,
for women to pierce their ears, in order to
hang to them fome trinket, which either
gratified their vanity, or was fuppolc d to
add fome additional luftre to their charms;
but this cuftom of giving torture by a ridi-
culous incifion, and adding a fuperfluons
load to nature, has not been confined to the
ears only, the ancient inhabitants of the Eaft
had nofe as well as ear jewels, and in fe-
veral parts of the world we find the cuftom

continued to this day. In fome parts of

the Indies they pierce one noftril, and put
into it a gold ring, in which is fet the largeft
and finelt diamond they can procure. Our
late adventurers in queft of diflcoveries to
the South Sea, met a few inftances of men
who had fomething like a feather fluck
acrofs through both noftrils; and in New

South
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SHLAR South Wales, it was almoft common for the

2 men to thruft the bone of fome animal, five
or fix inches long, and nearly as thick as
one’s finger, through their nofes, which fo
filled the noftrils, that they not only fnuffled
difagreeably, but were alfo obliged con-
flantly to keep their mouths open for breath.
In Caramania-deferta, not contented as in
fome countrics with one ring, they make a
fecond hole on the tip of the nofe, and there
faften a fecond ring, which they adorn with
a [prig of diamonds or of flowers, {o as in-
tirely to cover one fide of the nofe., The
women of Perfia, and of feveral other coun-
tries, ftill continue the ancient cuftom of
wearing nofc jewels,

To us Europeans, who have hardly left
any partof the body except the nofe with-
out its particular ornaments and decorations,
a nofe embellifhed with Jjewels, or other
trinkets; has an exceeding grotelque ap-
pearance; but this is only the effeé@ of cul-
tom, from which the mind generally imbibes
the ideas of beauty, clegance, and even of
utlity and neceflity. Thus the Hottentot
is perfuaded that beauty is greatly aug-
mented by a proper quantity of greafe and

urine,
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tirine. At Smyrna, the wonten imagine it ¢4
confifts in a plump fat body, with prominent

breafts:  The Dutchman finds elegance 1
large pair of trunk breeches; the mifer uti-
lity in that hoarded flore, which, even though
ftarving, he dare not make ufe of; and the
man of fafhion thinks his coach almoft as
neceffary, as the porter does his legs and
his fhoulders:

a

But though both fexes in fome parts of
the Eaft Indies adorn their nofes, the ladies
do not forget their ears alfo, which they
generally pierce as in Europe, and load
with gold and jewels. They likewife wear
various kinds of necklaces, bracelets, and
rings, many of which are of immenfe value
there, and would be {lill more fo among us.
They have a variety of paints to improve
the charms of nature, thefe they mix and

lay fo artfully upon their checks and eyes,
that it is exceedingly difficult to difcov
them ; they likewife paint the extremities of
the nails, but in this inftance; departing en
tirely from nature, they lay on a fine red fo
thick, that on the {lightelt view it appears
to be the work of art. Black moles on the
face, have long been confidered in the Eaft

as
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CUAL as particularly beautiful. In the fongs of &
W their” poets, and works of their painters;
this fancied elegance is feldom forgot; and
to fupply it wher wanting, was probably the
caufe which firft introduced black patches:
Their poets alfo frequently mention falle
hair and feathers, ornaments, of which we

at prefent fo much avail ourfelves. But
befides the arts of decoration and drefs, the
eaftern women have, as in all other places;

o A SR 6712 1

various other methods of attratting the at-
tention. In Europe, a fine lady fometimes
draws the eyes of the multitude upon her
by an elegant fnuff-box; or a brilliant Ting ; 1
in Afia, fhe accomplifhes the fame purpofe
by a liberal ufe of betel, a root chewed by
all ranks and conditions, and with whiclt
the more highly a female is fcented, the
more fhe is in the ton of her country.

Bur betel is not the only thing which the
fadies depend on to draw the attention of
the men, they allo ufe for this purpofe a
great variety of the moft coflly effences and |
perfumes, whofe aromatic flavour is brought }
to the higheft perfection by an indulgent I

elin and a vertical fun, Of thefe they
arc fo exceedingly fond, that the expence

of
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of perfumes often exceeds that of cloaths
and jewels; for they are feldom without
fome perfumed flower, or fruit, in their
hands; when they have none of thefe, they
hold a phial of precious effence, which they,
from time to time, {prinkle on their gar-
ments, although they are perfumed afrefh
every time they put them on. They have
likewife in the Eaft peculiar modes of ats
traéting our fex by the voluptuoufnefs of their
figures, by their manners, and by their con=
verfation; all which are calculated to excite
paflion and defire. Among the Balliaderes;
or dancing girls of the Eaft, we meet with a
piece of drefs, or ornament, of a very par+
ticular nature. To prevent their breafts from
growing too large, or ill-fhaped, they inclofe
them in cafes made of exceeding light wood,
which are joined together, and buckled
behind ; thele cafes are fo fmooth and plia-
ble, that they yield to the various attitudes
of the body, without being flattened, or in-
juring the delicacy of the {kin; the outfide
of them is covered with gold leaf, and ftud-
ded with diamonds. This ornament is well
calculated to prevent the laxity induced by
a hot climate, and while it thus preferves
the beauties of nature; it does not fo much

Vou. IL Aa conceal
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conceal them as to hinder the heavings and
palpitations of the bofom from being
perceived.

WERE we to furvey all Afta, we would
every where meet with the flrongeft proofs
of {plendour and magnificence; but we fhall
finith what we have to fay of it, by a rela-
tion of the flate in which the Portugueze
originally found Ormus, when they firft
failed into the Gulph of Perfia. ¢ The
¢ flreets were covered with mats, and in
¢ fome places with carpets; and the linen
* awnings, which were {ufpended from the
“ tops of the houfes, prevented any incon-
 venience from the heat of the fun. Indian
¢ cabinets, ornamented with gilded vafes,
“ or china filled with flowering fhrubs, or
¢ aromatic plants, adorned their apartments
« camels, laden with water, were flationed
“ in the public fquares; Perfian wines, per-
“ fumes, and all the delicacies of the table,
¢ were furnifhed in the greateft abundance,
“ and they had the mufic of the Eaft in its
“ higheft perfeétion. Ormus was crowded
“with beautiful women from all parts of
¢ Afia, who were inflruted from their in-
“fancy in all the arts of yarying and

¢ heigh-
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« heightening the pleafures of voluptuous
«Jove. Univerfal opulence, an extenfive
« commerce, a refined luxury, politenefs in
« the men, and gallantry in the women, uni-
« ted all their attrations to make this city
# the feat of pleafure.”

Or all the people with which we are as
yet acquainted, the inhabitants of the ex-
tenfive continent of America, feem to be in
general the leaft favoured by nature, and to
have made themfelves the leaft affiftance by
art. Inmany places, feemingly but a little
raifed in the faculties of their minds above
the beafts of their forefts, they are not
yet acquainted with the ufe of fire, of
houfes, or of clothing; and where they are
acquainted with them, it is only in fo imper-
fe€l a manner, that they do not derive from
them half the advantages they are capable
of affording. 1Infucha condition, and fitu-
ated in regions inhofpitably barren, they
have few materials for drefs, and ftill lefs in-
genuity in ufing them; as the appetite for
drefs, however, is vifible among them, it
frequently exerts itfelf in forming, what in
Europe would be reckoned the moft gro-
tefque and laughable appearances.

Aa 2 As
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As the Americans are more the children
of untutored nature, and confequently have
a greater fimilarity in their drefs and orna-
ments than any other people, we fhall only
give a fhort and general defcription of them,
without defcending into the differences which
diftinguifth the various tribes and nations
from each other. There are few American
ornaments in more effeem than garters;
thefe the women make of buffaloes hair, and
adorn them as highly as they can with beads
and fhells, taking care at the fame time
to difpole their other garments fo as to
fhew them to the beft advantage ; befides
thefe, they wear allo pieces of deer-fkin,
which they tie to the outfides of their legs,
and hang to them tortoife-fhells, pebbles,
and beads of various colours and fizes. But
the legs are not the only parts of the body
decorated with this kind of finery; both
fexes are frequently feen fo loaded with
thells from head to foot, as to excite the
laughter of an European, This cuftom of
adorning themfelves with beads and fhells
may, however, not be altogether the effeét
of oftentation and love of finery ; beads
and f(hells are their current money, and a
perfon thus adorned, perhaps, carries his

whole
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whole property about him, the better to cHAr.

fecure it from being ftolen,

Besipes the ornaments that are the pro-
duce of their country, the Canadians of both
fexes, fince they became acquainted with the
Europeans, are exceedingly fond of linen
fhirts: they do not wear them under their

garments as with us, but hang them on over
the whole, and neither change nor put them
e from their
backs. Several of the men take much pains
in adorning their hair with trinkets, and
drefling it in a varicty of fantaftical fi
by the help of furs and feathers. The wo-
men fcarcely ever decorate theirs with any
thing but greafe and powder of fpruce bark,
except upon extraordinary occafions, when

off till they drop picce by pie

they daub it over with vermillion, or tie it
up in the {kin of an eel, ora fnake, fo as to
make it ref

nble the queue which the gentle-
men wear in Europe. On days of particular
feftivity, they fometimes drefs themfelves
in robes painted with figures of birds and
other animals, and ornamented with fhells
and pieces of porcelain ; thefe are frequently
bordered with porcupines hair, curioufly

defigned,

(GaaV]
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© AP defigned, and dyed of the moft gaudy and
v {hining colours, fo artfully intermixed, as
to have no inclegant appearance.

Berore they were fupplied with other
ornaments from Europe, the Americans of
both fexes ufed fuch fhining ftones as
were the produce of their own country,
tying them to their hair, to their nofes and
ears, with the fibres of a deer’s finew; but
fince our intercourfe with them, they have
ufed brafs and filver rings for their ears
and their fingers ; befides which, they faften
large buttons and knobs of brafs to various
parts of their attire, fo as to make a tink-
ling when they walk or run. Both fexes
cfteem thefe as ornaments of the moft diftin-
guifhing nature, and load themfelves with
them in the utmoft proportion that their
ability will reach to; fo that our European
traders judge of the fortune of an American
by the trinkets on the crown of his head, at
his ears, wrifts, fingers, &e.; by the quantity
of red paint daubed on his face, and by the
finery at the collar of his fhirt, if he happens
to have one, which is far from being always
the cafe.

ALTHO UGH
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ArrsoucH the fame attire, and the fame
ornaments, are indifcriminately ufed both
by the male and female favages, yet their
drefs is not altogether without fexual dif-
tinétions. The women bore {mall holes in
the lobes of the ears for their ear-rings as in
Europe; the hole which the men make for
that purpofe extends almoft from one ex-
tremity of the external ear to the other. The
men are frequently decorated with plumes
of feathers and enfigns of war on their
heads ; the women, though they fometimes
make ufe of feathers, feldom or never wear
them in this manner. The men rarely ap-
pear without fome of their warlike weapons,
or the trophies of their viftory faftened to
various parts of their bodies; the women
fcarcely ever appear armed but in cafes of
neceflity, and as rarely wear any of the
{poils of the {lain.

SoMmEe nations of favages, not contented
with fuch ornaments as are loofe and eafily
detached from the body, have contrived to
ornament the body itfelf by incifions, ftain-
ings, and paint. The Chilefian women of
the province of Cuyo, and the plains on
the Eaft fide of the Andes, paint fome part

of
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ona P of their faces of a green colour. In feveral
vy of the iflands lately difcovered in the Great
Southern Ocean, a variety of indelible ftains
are made in different parts of the body, by
certain materials which fink into fmall punc-
tures made in the fkin. In Otaheite, this
operation is called tattowing, and reckoned
fo effentially neceflary, that none of either
fex muft be without it, efpecially the wo-
men, who are generally marked in the form

of a Z on every part of their toes and fin-
gers. But the part on which thefe ornaments
are lavifhed with the greateft profufion, is
the breech, which, in both fexes is ftained
with a deep black; and above that, as high
as the fhort rib, are drawn arches which take

a lighter fhade as they arifle, and feem to be

diflinguithing marks of honour, as they are
fhown by both fexes with an oftentatious

plealure.

Tuese are almoft the only ornaments
ufed in this part of the globes as to the
drefs, it differs little in the two fexes, and
confifts moftly of loofe garments, fuch as
we have already feen were ufed by almoft all

nations in their rude and unpolifhed flate.
People of condition, however, in Otaheite
are
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are diftinguifhed, not as among the ancients,
by their great variety of changes of raiment,
but by the quantity which they wear at
once; fome of them wrap around their bo-
dies feveral webs of cloth, each eight or ten
yards long, and two broad, and throw a
large piece loofely over all by way of a
cloak, or even two of thefe pieces, if they
wifh to appear in extraordinary ftate. Thus
the magnificence of unpolithed nations
feems always to have exerted itfelf in quan-
tity only. Abraham drefled a whole calf,
and ferved it up at an entertainment to two
angels.  Joleph helped his brother Benja-
min to five times as much victuals as his
brethren ; and the fame idea of quantity
feems to have been regarded in all the feaft-
ings of the heroes of Homer, and fome
other of the ancients; nay, it defcended
among the Greeks, even to the periods of
their greateft cultivation. One of the dif-
tinguithing privileges of the Spartan kings
was, that they were to fit firft down to a
feaft, and be ferved with a double portion
of whatever was at table. As thefe diftinc-
tions of rank by the quantity of drefs only,
mutft, in hot countries, be exceedingly trou
blefome, the ladies of Otaheite always un-
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"+ cover themfelves as low as the waift in the

evening, throwing off every thing with the
fame eafe and freedom as our ladies would
lay afide a glove, cloak, or {upernumerary
handkerchief.

Sivcurar as this mode of drefling and
undrefling may appear to us, that of decora-
ting their heads is hardly lefs {fo. They
fometimes wear upon them little turbans,
but their more common drels, and what they
chiefly pride themfelves in, is long threads
of human hair, plaited {o as hardly to be
thicker than fewing filk, and often a mile
or more in length, without a fingle knot;
thefe they wrap round their heads in a man-
ner that fhews they are neither void of tafte
nor elegance, flicking flowers and {prigs
of evergreen among them, to give them the
greater variety. European fatirifts are apt
to declaim againft our ladies for fpending fo
much time under the operation of a French
hair-dreffer, while even thefe untutored
people cannot be fuppofed to employ much
lefs in twifting {o many yards of rope round
theirheads, and giving it the neceffary de-
corations,

Wz
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We left our fketches of the drefs of Eu-
rope at thofe periods of time, called the
Middle Ages; and fhall now refume them
at thefe, which have only a little preceded
our own. Should we endeavour to give a
minute defcription of the prefent drefs of
Europe, the attempt would be like painting
the colour of a camelion, or the fhape of a
proteus; both which would be changed long
before we could finifh our talk. We fhall,
therefore, content ourfelves with a few ge-
neral obfervations on the fubjeét.

Wiy the revival of arts and fciences
began to polifh the minds of our anceftors,
and to give birth to new ideas; when trade
and commerce began to furnifh new mate-
rials, for the more elegant modes of decora-
tion, the pafficns of the fex for drefs began
alfo to affume new and unreftrainable powers,
and often hurried them to fuch unjuftifiable
lengths, that, deaf to reafon, the embellifh-
ments which they thought were wanting, in

order to make the fame brilliant appearance

as their neighbours, could not be difpenfed
with; though purchafed at the price of re-
putation, and the ruin of fortune. Greece
and Rome had often fuffered by the fame

Bb 2 evil s
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A0 evil; and had often enaéted fumptuary laws

to reftrain it: fuch laws now became abfo-
lutely neceflary in Europe, and feveral of
them were publifhed by Henry the Fourth,
of France; who faw, with regret, the women
of his exhaufted kingdom, exhaufling them-
felves flill more by the extravagance of their
drefs. He was not, however, the firft po-
tentate who had recourfe to this method ;
feveral, both before and after him, publifhed
ediéts, afcertaining the utmolft limits of finery
to which every rank and condition of life
might proceed; and beyond which they
were not to go, without fubjetting them-
{elves to a fevere penalty.

When we confider, how much greater
the value of money was in the times we are
{peaking of, than at prefent, it will appear,
that women were then much more collly in
{
claimed againft, In the fifteenth century,
Laura, the celebrated miftrefs of the no lefs
celebrated Petrarch, wore on her head a fil-
ver coronet,and tied up her hair with knots
of jewels. ¢ Her drefs,” fays the Author
of the life of Pet

their drefs than at this period, fo much de-

rarch, “ was magnificent;
% but, in particular, {ie had filk gloves bro-
“ caded
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¢ caded with gold;” though at this time filk ¢4 "

was fo {carce, that a pound of it fold for Lo

near four pounds flerling, and none but the
nobility were allowed to wear it. 'Women
of inferior rank wore crowns of flowers, and
otherwile drefled themfelves with all the
magnifience which circumftances and fump-
tuary laws would allow. In the fixteenth
ticular detail of the

century we have a p:
wedding cloaths of Mary, daughter of Sir
John Neville, when married to Sir Gervafe
Clifton, the whole expence of which a-
mounted to twenty-five pounds twelve fhil-
lings and threepence; a fum equal in value
to about ten times the fame quantity of our
prefent money. The chief articles with
which the bride was furnifhed were ruffet
and white damafk, black velvet bonnets and
furs of various animals, as white hares,
white lambs, black rabbits, &c.; and it is
worth remarking, that in the whole cata-
logue there is only two yards of ri

bon.
A wedding-ring made of gold is particularly
taken notice of; a circumftance, from which
it would appear, that the generality of wed-
ding-rings in thofe times were of fome
inferior metal.

A mosT
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A mosT extenfive acquifition to the max
terials of the toilette, was now introduced;
this was linen, which had hitherto been
known in Europe only as a curiofity ; or at
moft as a decoration of the elevated and
opulent: cambrics and lawns foon followed,
as an improvement; and after thele, fine
laces were invented, of which women, al-
moft ever fince, have fo much availed
themfelves. The art of weaving filk, fo
as to make garments, had, for fome time,
been known; but that of making it into
ribbons, feems to have been yet in its in-
fancy; they have fince, however, become
fo general, that they make an indifpenfible
part of the drefs of every female, from the
higheft to the loweft ftation. Diamonds
had long been known in the Eaft, and fome
centuries before this, were introduced into
Europe; but the art of polifhing them was
unknown; and in their natural flate they
did not fhew half their luftre®. It was not

nce ufed to wear on the day of their
nt; and has what is called, four

fe, in the fame tr

afury, a relic almoft
points 3 but all thefe flones
Thefe, and fome

long
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long after, however, that the art of polifh-
ing them, by means of their own duft, and
fo giving them all their diftinguifhing brilli-
ancy, was difcovered. Al thefe, and fome
others of lefs importance, were acquifitions
to the flock of female ornament, and ren-
dered the bufinels of the toilette a matter
that required more time, as well as more
tafte, than it had ever done before. From
the fourteenth century, in which .America
and the Indies were difcovered, to the pre-
fent time, the variations of female drefs and
ornament have been more owing to the in-
conftancy of manners, and inftability of
fathion, than to the addition of any new
materials.

ALTHOUGH it is not confiftent with the
plan we have laid down, to give a particu-
lar defcription of all the different forms that
drefs has affumed, in confequence of dif-
ferent materials and different fafhions. We
think it incumbent on us to make {ome

others, preferved in the cabinets of the curiots, in va

fous parts of
Europe, fully demonfirate, that even the diamond, before th
giving it a proper polifh was difcovered, was far from being that
ant, and almoft ineflimable jewel which it s at prefent, when prope
jmproved by the art of the lapidary,

obferva-
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obfervations on thefe forms, ina few of the
ages immediately preceding thofe in which
we live. In the reign of Henry the Second,
of Richard the Firft, and of John, the ladies
wore long cloaks, which being thrown over
their fhoulders, hung down to their hecls
behind, and were {carcely vifible before.
In the time of Richard the Second, Chaucer
deferibes the drefs of the women as highly
immodeft, Queen Anne, confort of Richard
the Second, firft introduced the cuftom of
riding, as prefently ufed by the ladies;
before her time, they rode with a leg on
cach fide of the horfe: fhe likewife brought
into falhion high head-dreffcs, in the fhape
of afugar-loaf, with fireamers which wan-
toned behind them in the wind ; and gowns
with long trains, which in walking were
turned up, and tied to the girdle. Queen
Mary feems to have been the firfy who
brought in the great flarched ruff, which
was allo worn during the r gn of Elizabeth,
in whofe time alfo the ladies were muffled up
to the chin, with long picked ftays and hoop
petticoats.  Elizabeth is alfo faid to have
been the firft who introduced ftockings into
England, nothing being wore before her
time but hofe, which were brecches and
flockings
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James the Firft, the tub farthingale firft ap- <~

peared; it made the womén look fo large
round thé hips, that the lady of Sir Peter
Wyche being introduced to one of the
Sultanas at the Port; was afked by her if all
the Englifh-women were made in a manner
fe extraordinary. In the laft century, both
{exes allowed their hair to hang down over
their foreheads, till it reached their eye-
brows. Male arrogance is apt to fuppole
that whim and caprice have diftated every
fafhion that the other fex have followed ;
but have they lefs diétated to us, or have
we been {lower in obeying them? In the
time of Edward the Third, the men wore
hoods buttoned under the chin, ftockings of
various colours, girdles of gold and filver,
and fhoes with long toes turned up and
faftened to their knees with chains of gold.
Chaucer mentions, that the cloaths of the
men were in his time fcalloped, punched,
chifeled full of holes, and trailing upon
the ground. Henry the Fifth ordained that
no man fhould wear fhoes more than fix
inches wide at the toe. Edward the Fourth
ordered that no gown or mantle fhould be
ufed, which was not long enough to cover

Vou. II. Cc the
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the buttocks and other parts not ufually ex-
pofed to view. Did the fair fex ever exhibit
fathions more whimfical? Did they drels
themfelves lefs agreeably to nature?

Armost every religion, which had been
promulgated, previous to that of Chrifti-
anity, had interwoven, in its effence, a
number of ceremonies, where grandeur and
magnificence were oftentatioufly difplayed.
Thefe religions, therefore, inftead of dif-
couraging, rather encouraged ornament and
finery. But the Author of the Chriftian
fyftem, having taught, by his example, as
well as his doétrine, the utmoft plainnefs
and fimplicity, it, in time, became fafhion-
able for {uch of the members of that fyftem,
as had more zeal than underflanding, to ex-
claim, in the bittereft terms, againft every
fpecies of drefs that had any other objeét in
view than to cover fhame, and defend from
cold. This rage of turning all things into
the moft primitive fimplicity, feemed rifing
to the zenith of its glory, about the time
the Protettor began to make fome figure
in England. During his adminiftration, it
openly triumphed over fenfe, reafon, and
decency. Women were then in fo much
difgrace,
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difgrace, that they were denied all kinds of 4P
ornament ; aud even the beauties beltowed o
by nature, were confidered as criminal dif-
advantages to the fair poffeffors, and {uffi-

cient motives to induce every Chriftian to

fhun their company ; becaufe it was impoffi-

ble to be in it without finning,

Tue pulpits often echoed the following
fentiments, that man being conceived in fin,
and brought forth in iniquity, is a flave to
the flefh, till regenerated by the fpirit; that
it was his complaifance for woman that firft
wrought his debafement, that he ought not
therefore to glory in his fhame, nor love the
fountain of his corruption; that he fhould
not marry on account of love, affeétion, or
the focial joys of wedlock, but purely to
increafe the number of the faints, which he
fhould never attempt to do without prayer
and humiliation, that his offspring might
thereby avoid the curfe. Such being the
notions inflilled into the people, the moft
virtuous emotions of nature were confidered
as arifing from original guilt, and beauty
avoided as an infirament in the hands of
Satan, to feduce the hearts of the faithful.
Even the women, caught with the unnatural

Fc 2 contagion,
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contagion, laid afide the ornaments of their
fex, and endeavoured to muke themfelves
appeardifguﬂing by humiliation and faﬂing;
naj, fome of them were fo much aftaid of
ornament, that they even confidered cloaths
of any kind as a f{inful decoration, and a
lady, full of that idea, came into the church
where Cromwell fat, in the condition of our
original mother before fhe plucked the fig-
leaf, that fhe might be, as fhe faid, « Jign to
the people,

Burt as the human paffions, like fprings,
the more forcibly they have been bent, fly
the more violently in the oppolite dire¢tion,
fo the refloration was no fooner brought
about, than all this public enthufiafm van-
ifhed, and elegance of drefs and levity of
manners, foon became more the fafthion than
{lovenlinefs and puritanifm had been before.
Pleafure was now the univerfal objeét, and
the pleafure of love took the lead of all
others. But beauty, unconnefted with vir-
tue, was the obje&t of this love, it was
therefore void of honour or morality, in
confequence of which, female virtue, rob-
bed of its reward, became lefs inflexible,
and a total dcgeucracy of manners enfued.

Iy
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Ix every codntry where drefs is under the
direftion of tafte and judgment, itis {o con-
trived as neither altogether to conceal, nor
altogether to difcover, the beauties of the
female form, This general rule, however,
has not been without exceptions; in all
countries, antiquated prudes, and women
outrageoufly virtuous, muflle themfelves like
Egyptian mummies, and exclaim in the bit-
ternels of their hearts againft the nakednels
of the reft of the fex®; while on the other
hand, women of lefs rigid principles, and

thofe abandoned to proflitution, throwing
afide all decency, feem to with that the whole
female toilette were reduced to the original
fig-leaf. Some nations too, are lefs delicate
in this refpeét than others. The Italians

and French have ever been remarkably fo,
while the Spanifh have fallen into the oppo-
fite éxtreme. At Venice, the ladies i
beginning of the laft century, dreffed in {uch
11;_‘1.1. thin fluffs, that not only the fhape of
the body, but even the colour of the {kin,

of
fo F.t((:.‘u!\y at'Pa
Jadies renouncing their finery.

Suppofedly anfpired monk ditated to them.
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was eafily feen through them; and at this
day the drefs of their modeft women, is
hardly more decent than that of our common
proflitutes.  The French ladies are little
lefs diflinguithed for their loofenefs of drefs
than their neighbours the Italians; almoft
the only difference is, that, more light and
fantallic, they have flown with greater ra-
pidity from one falhion to another. In the
fourteenth century, they appeared half na-
ked at public affemblies, and in the public
walks drefled fo much like the men, that they

could hardly be diflinguifhed from them but

by the voice and complexion. Such have
long been the modes of drefling in Italy and
France, as to endeavour to fhow every
charm which can with any tolerable degree
of decency be difplayed. While in Spain,
where the {pirit of chivalry is hardly extin-
guifhed, and where the women confequently
{till retain a little of the romantic difgnily
ced to it, fo far from fhow-
s yet
condelcended even to fhow their faces to
the other fex.

which was
ing their nakednefs, they have hardly

Troveu the French have at prefent
taken the lead in dictating every fantaftical

fafhion

RS ——
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falhion to the reft of Europe, it would feem . CHAL:

that formerly the Italians were not lefs d
tinguithed on this account. Petrarch
cribing the drefs of Iraly in his time, me
fhoes with pvvm[u\ toes, fo long that they

: head-drefles with wing

tions

reached to the kn

and adds, that ﬂv) men furrowed thei

heads with thofe ivory needles with w
the women faftencd their hair; and [¢ ]u
their flomachs with machines of iron. The
pointed [hoes were not, however, peculiar
to Iraly, they were worn all over Europe;
ed to the knee, orhad

and were cither faftc

an iron [pike fometimes an ¢ 1l long project
ing hom the toe. Thefé, and the iron ma-
chines, were certainly lefs natural, and
confe quuulv more ridiculous, than any

fantaftic fathion which has appeared in this

fantaftic age.

As the ornamental part of drefs is cer-

tainly meant to heighten the
nature, nothing can be more
that it fhould alway
figns, wherever fhe is not defeétive or lux-

s coincide

uriant. Such we prefume are the ideas of
true tafte, but fuch, however, ha
always been thofe adopted by the leaders of

fafhions.

ve not




C}:‘X“‘lp fafhions. Towards the beginning of the
N prefent century, it feems to have been the
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prevailing opinion, that nature had made
the female waift greatly too large; to re-
medy which, the fiiffelt flays were laced on
in the tighteft manner, left the young ladies
fhould become clumfy, or crooked. To-
wards the middle of the century, it began
1o be difcovered, that befides the uneafinefs
arifing from being tight laced, it frequently
produced the very effeéts it was intended to
prevent. Phyficians and philofophers now
declaimed againft ftays, and they were by
many laid afide with fuch abhorrence, that
the fafhion took qufite a different turn, We
difcovered that our mothers had been all in
the wrong, and that nature had not made the
female waift nearly fo large as it ought to
have been; but the ladies fupplied this de-
fe€t fo well with cloaths, that about the
years feventeen hundred and fifty-nine and
feventeen hundred and fixty, every woman,
old and young, had the appearance of being
big with child. In ten or twelve years
the fafhion began to ‘take the oppolfite
diretion again, and fmall waifts are now
efteemed fo great a beauty, that, in en-
deavouring to procure them, women have
out-
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outdone all the efforts of their grandmothers ¢ 1A
in the beginning of the century. Such have

been the revolutions of the waift within thefe
fifty years, thole of the breafts and {houlders
have not been lefs confpicuous. About the
beginning of the century, it was highly in-
decent to be naked a few inches below the
chin. About the middle of it, fhe was dref~
fed in the higheft tafte who fhowed the
greateft part of her breafts and {houlders.
Some years afterward, every female of what-
ever condition was muffled up to the ears.
At prefent that mode 1s difcarded, and the
naked breafls and fhoulders begin again to
appear. . As we have already feen, thatin
all countries women have been particularly
folicitous about the ornament and drels of
their heads, fo in ours thele have been an
objett of fo much at

ntion, that the mate-
vials employed, and the variations produced
by them, are beyond our power to defcribe.
We fhall only, therefore, obferve in general,
that the head-drefs of the prefent times has a
near refemblance to that which we have al-
s delineated, as ufed by the ladies of
nt Rome, and confifts of fo much wool,
falle bair, pomatum and pafte, and of fo
many quilts, combs, pins, cuxls, ribbons,
Vour. Il Dd laces,
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Iaces, and other materials, that the head of

o a modern lady in full drefs, is commonly

fomething more than one-third of the length
of her whole figure. We muft, however,
obferve, in juftice to the fex, that fuch pre-
pofterous modes of drefling are not peculiar
to them alone; the men have not been lefs
rapid in their changes, nor have thefe
changes given proofs of a more elegant
tafte, or a more folid judgment.

But befides the methods of ornament
and drels common to all nations, the women
of Europe have a variety of others, by
which they endeavour to attra@® the atten-
tion and attach the heart. Among thofe we
may reckon every genteel and polite female
accomplifhment, fuch as mulfic, drawing,
dancing, to all which we may add that cor-
refpondent foftnefs of body and of mind,
that radiance which fparkles in their eyes,
and the melody that flows from their tongue,
their unafletted modefty, and the namelefs
other qualities which fo eminently diftin-
guilh them from all the women who are
educated only to become flaves, and mini-
flers of pleafure, to the tyrant man.
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Wi fhall finith this fubjeét by obferving, ¢! SHUAT,
that though almoft in every country the vW

fexes are dlﬁmgm(hcd from each other by
their drefs and ornaments, yet another di{-
tinGtion which is of fome ufe in fociety,
feems but little attended to. Inmany places
there is no difcovering a ‘married woman
from a virgin. In England, and feveral
other countries where the marriage cere-
mony is performed ‘with a ring, this being
perpetually worn, is, when a lady has not a
glove upon her hand, a mark by which fhe
difcovers herfelf to be married 5 but in Scot-
land, and other places where no ring is ufed
at the marriage ceremony, no particular
ring is ufed afterwards. The Swifs are, in
fome parts of their country, the only people
we have met with, who feem to think it
neceffary that married and unmarried women
fhould be vifibly diftinguifhed from each
other; the unmarried feparate their long hair
into two divifions, and allow it to hang at
full length braided with ribbons ; after mar-
riage thefe trefles are no longer allowed to
hang down, but are twifted round the head,
and fixed at the crown with large filver
pins: hence a married woman is eafily dil-

Dd2 tinguifhed
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S tinguifhed from a fingle one, and a man 1
™\ runs no rifque of accofting a wife in the |
language which he means only to fpeak to
a virgin.
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CH AP XXIL
Of Courtflip.

OF all that variety of paffions which fo
differently agitate the human breaft,
none work a greater change on the fenti-
ments, none more dulcify and expand the
feelings, than love. Being compounded of
all the tender, of all the humane and difin-
terefted virtues, it calls forth at once all their
{oft ideas, and excxts all their good offices™®.
The declaration of this foeial and benevolent
paflion to the object that infpires it, is what
we commonly call courtfhip, and the time of
this courtfhip, notwith{tanding the many em-
barraffments and uneafinefles whichattend it,
is generally confidered as one of the hap-
pieft periods of human life, at leaft fo long
as the lover is fupported by hope, that plea-
fant delirium of the foul.

* The reverend Mr. Stemne, author of Triftram Shandy, ufed to fay,
T'hat be never felt the vibrations of his heart fo much in unifon with
girtue, as when he was in love ; and that whenever he did a mean or
ly, he found that at that

unworthy action, on examining himfelf fix
time he was loofe from every fentimental attachaient to the fair fex.

THOUGH
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S THougn the declaration of a paffion fo
\~ benign and gentle as that which we have
,::;:my now deferibed, cannot in ejther fex be con.
ak, and  fidered as fhameful or difhonourable ; yet
Lals the great Author of nature, throughout the
2 wide extent of his animated works, appears
I,’:‘"v"l to have placed the privilege of declaring in
the male, and that of refufing in the female.
Among the moft favage brute animals, this
privilege of the female is feldom infringed,
but among human favages it is totally taken
from her; fhe is neither left at liberty to
chufe for hetfelf, nor to refufe the hufband
whom her father or other relations appoint

for her,

Tuovcn it is prefumable, that the mu-
tual inclination of the fexes to each other,
is nearly equal ;in each; yet as we com-
monly fee the declaration of that inclination
made by the men, let us enquire, whether
this is the effe& of cuftom, or of nature?
If what we have jult now obferved be a
general fa&, that the males of all animals
firlt difcover their paffion to the females,
then it will follow, that this is the effeét of
nature. But if, on the contrary, it be true,
as ome travellers affirm, that, in feveral

favage
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favage countries, the women not only de-
clare their paffions with as much eafe and
freedom as the men, but alfo frequently cn-
deavour to force the men to their embraces,
then it will feem to be the effett of cuftom.
Cuftom, however, that whimfical and capri-
cious tyrant of the mind, feldom arifes out
of nothing ; and in cafes where nature is
concerned, frequently has nature for her
bafis.  Allowing then that it is cuftom ;
which through a long fucceffion of ages has,
in Europe, and many other parts of the
world, placed the right of alking in men;
yet that very cuftom, in our opinion, may
fairly be traced to natute; for nature, it is
plain, has made man more bold and intre-
pid than woman, lefs fufceptible of fhame,
and better fitted for almoft all the attive
{cenes of life. It is, therefore, highly pro-
bable, that, confcious of thefe qualities, he
at firft affumed the right of afking; a right
to which cuftom has at laft given him a kind
of exclufive privilege,

TaxiNG it for granted then, that the €

declaration of the fentiment of love, is a

privilege of the men, founded on nature, |

and fantlified by cuftom, the various modes

of
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of making that declaration by them, and
of accepting or refufing their offers by the
women, were we able to give a perfett ac-
count of them, would make one of the moft
curious and entertaining parts of this hiftory,
and equally furnifh matter of fpeculation for
the fine lady and the philofopher. We can,
however, exhibitbut little of this entertain-
ment, while we treat of the ancient in-
habitants of the Eaft; who, ftrangers to
{entiment and delicacy, bought a bride with
the fame difpaffionate coolnefs and delibera-
tion, as they would have done an ox or an
afs. And even in the review of other na-
tions, hiftorical information does not enable
us to make it fo complete as we could wifh.

‘Whey Abraham fent Eliezer, his fervant,
to court a bride for his fon Ifaac, it appears,
from the ftory, that fentiment was entirely
excluded; that Abraham had never feen
Rebecca, knew not whether her perfon and
temper were agreeable, nor whether the
couple would be pleafed with each
and that the only motive which de-
ined his choice was, becaufe fhe was his
We do not fo much as hear, that
Ifaac was confulted in the matter; nor is
there

e
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tliere even a fulpicion, that he might refufe
or diflike the wife which his father had fe-
lefted for him. Circumitances which afford
the ftrongeft proof that, in thofe days, love
and regard had little or no exiftence: and
likewile, that the liberty of choice in matri-
mony was more reftricted -among the Ife
raelites than the neighbouring nations; for
Laban, the Midianite, did not feem to chufe
for his filter Rebecca, as Abraham had done
for his fon; butafked her, after Eliezer had
made his propofal, ¢« Whether fhe would
¢ go with the'man?” And the manner in
which fhe confented, {hews, thatitis to art
and refinement we owe the feeming referve
of modern times; and not to honeft and un-
tutored nature, which is never afthamed to
{peak the fentiments of virtue, I will go,”
anfwered fhe.

Frow this flory, of the manner in which
Rebecca was folicited, we learn two things,
which throw much light on the courtfhip of
antiquity. = The firft is, that women were
not courted in perfon by the lover, but by a
proxy ; whom he, or his parents, deputed
in his ftead. The {econd, that this proxy did
not, as in modern times, endeavour to gain

Vou. I E ¢ the
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cnar the affeétion of the lady he was fent to, by
L/v\ enlarging on the perfonal properties, and
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mental qualifications of the lover; but by
the richnefs and magnificence of the prefents
he made to her and her relations.  Prefents
have been, from the carlieft ages, and are to
this day, the mode of tranfaéting all kinds
of bufinefs in the Eaft. If you go before a
fuperiour, to afk any favour, or even to
require what is your due, you mult carry a
prefent with you, if’ you wifh to fucceed;
fo that courtfhip having been anciently ne-
gociated in this manner, it is plain, that it
was only confidered in the fame light as any
other negociable bufinefs, and not as a
matter of fentiment, and of the heart.

It appears, however, that Jacob did not,
according to the cuftom of the times, and
after the example of Ifaac his father, court
a bride by proxy. e went to vifit her in
perfon, and their firft meeting has in it fome-
thing very remarkable. Lovers, generally,
either are chearful, or endeavour to aflume
that appearance; but Jacob drew near, and
kiffed Rachel, and lift up his vosce and wept.
How a behaviour of this kind fuited the
temper of a youthful virgin, in the times

of
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. of primitive fimplicity, we know not; but C;;M'-

. 111,

. may venture to affirm, that a blubbering ~~
Jover would make but a ridiculous and unen-
gaging figure in theeyes of a modern lady of
the ton. In the courtfhip, however, orra-
ther purchafe of a wife by Jacob, we meet
with fomething like {entiment; for when he
found that he was not pofleffed of money or
goods, equal to the price which was probably
fet upon her, he not only condefcended to
purchafe her by fervitude, but even feemed
much difappointed, when the tender-eyed
Leah was faithlefsly impofed upon him, in-
flead of the beautiful Rachel. Though
the paffion of Sechem feems to have been
ftrongly determined upon Dinah, it does not
appear that he ever thought of gaining her
affetion: he applicd to her brethren; he
made them advantageous offers for the poffel-
fion of her perfon, regardlefs of her incli-
nation and her heart; * Afk me never fo
« much dowry,” faid he, and I will give
« according as you fhall fay unto me.” But
when we confider, that in the times we are
delineating, wives were only looked upon as
a kind of fuperior f{laves, and not as the
{ocial companions of life, and the equal
fharers of good and bad fortune; we eafily

Ee 2 per
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péreeive, that fentiment in the choice, and
reciprocal affeéfion in the bargain, were
not o neceffary as in our times, when the
cafe is happily réverfed,

We laid it down before as a general rule,
that the declaration of love was at all times,
and in all countries, the peculiar privilege of
the men; but as all general rules are liable to
fome exceptio:

, there arcalfo a few to this.
An Ifraehtifh widow had, by law, a power
of claiming in marriage the brother of her
deceafed hufband. In which cafe, as the
‘privilege of the male was transferred to the
female, {o that of the female was likewile
ransferred to the mal

he had the power
of refufing. The refufal, however, was
accompanied with fome mortifying circum-
ftances, the woman whom he had thus

flighted was to come unto him in the pre-
fence of the elders of the city, to loofe the
{hoe from his foot, and fpit in his face. To
a man, by nature bold, intrepid, and in-
vefted with an unlimited power of afking,
a refufal was of little confequence; but to a
woman, more timid and modeft, and whofe
power of afking was limited to the brethren
of her deceafed hufband, it was not only an

affront

R s e b A b s G
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Affront, but a real injury, as it would natu-
rally raife fufpicions in every one, that the
refufal arofe from fome well-grounded caufe,
and every one would therefore {o negleét and

efpife the woman, that fhe could have but
liitle chance for another hufband. Hence,
perhaps, it was thought neceffary to fix fome
public ftigma on the daftard who, contrary
to the gallantry of male nature, {hunned
the addreffes of a woman. A cuflom fome-

thing fimilar to this obtains at prefent among

the Hurons and Iroqueis; when a wife dies,
the hufband is obliged to marry the fifter,
or, in her flead, the woman whom the fa-
mily of his deceafed wife fhall chufe for
him. A widow is alfo obliged to marry one
of the brothers of her decealed hufband, if
he died without children, and {he is flill of
an age to have any. Exaily the fame thing
takes place in the Caroline iflands ; where,

as well as among the Hurons, the woman
may demand fuch brother to marry her,
though we are not informed whether they
ever exercife that power. The Perfians,
formerly, celebrated a feftival called Merd
Giran, in honour of the angel Ifmendarmuz,
who was confidered as the guardian and
protettor of women; during this feftival the

fex
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il lex were honoured with feveral very fingular
N pnvlleges. Wives were vefted with an al-
moft unlimited power, and hufbands were
obliged by cuftom jmplicitly to obey their
orders.  Virgins, without offending againft

that delicacy, which, at all other times, laid

a reftraint upon their words and aélions,
might then, almoft with a certainty of fuc-

{s, pay their addrefles to fuch young men
as had attratted their hearts: hence it hap-

¢ pened, that the marriages made, and engage-

ments cntered into, were more numerous
about the time of this feftival, than at any
other time of the year, But thefe marriages
and engagements, were not altogether a
confequence of the women having then a
power of afking the men, another caufe con-
tributed alfo to make them more numerous; ]
the angel was fuppoled to be peculiarly fa- |
vourable to all thofe who added to the gaiety
of his feflival by their nuptials and engage-
ments, and all were willing to purchafe his
favour, when the mode of doing it coincided
fo much with their own inclinations.

In the Ifthmus of Darien, we are told
that the right of afking is lodged in, and
promifcuoufly exerted by both fexes ; who,
when
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when they feel the paffion of love, deelarn YA

it without the leaft hefitation or embarrafl- 2%¢

ment. In the Ukrain, it is faid, that the wo-
men more generally court than the men;
when a young woman falls in love with a
man, fhe is not in the leaft alhamed to go
to his father’s houfe, to reveal her paffionin
the moft tender and pathetic manner, and to
promife the moft {ubmiffive obedience, if
he will accept of her for a wife, Should
the infenfible man pretend any excufe, fhe
tells him fhe is refolved never to go out of
the houfe till he give his confent, and ac-
cordingly taking up her lodging, remains
there; if he ftill obftinately refufles her, his
cale becomes exceedingly diftrefling; to
turn her out would provoke all her kindred
to revenge her honour; fo that he has no
method left but to betake himfelf to flight
till fhe is otherwife difpofed of. In China,
when it is determined to marry one of the
princefles of the royal family, fhe is placed
behind a curtain, in a large hall; twelve
young men of the firft quality are brought
in, and ordered to walk backward and for-
ward, that fhe may take a proper view of
them, which done, fhe fixes upon two, and
of thefe the king chufes which {hall be her
hufband, From
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Frowm the ftory of Samfon and Delilah,

o it would feem that the power of afking a fe-

male in marriage, was not even vefted in the
young men of Ifrael, but in their parents
only. Samfon faw in Timnah, a woman
of the daughters of the Philiftines who was
beautiful, and he came and told his father
and his mother, and faid, I have feen a
“ woman of the daughters of the Philil-
# flincs, now, therefore, get her for me to
“wife.” Upon his father and mother ftart-
ing fome objeétions, he did not fay, I will
make ufe of the power lodged in my own
hands to obtain her, but repeated, ¢ Get
“ her for me, for fhe pleafeth me well.”
Had it been a cuftom for their young men
in thefe days to have courted for them-
felves, it is highly probable, that, on their
firlt objection, he would have applied to
Delilah in perfon, inftcad of applying again
to his father and mother after a refufal. Nor
was his application to his parents, for their
advice and confent only, otherwife he would
not have faid, Get her for me, but allow
me to get her for myfelf.

Froa the ages we have now been de-
lmcatmg, where the facred records have
afforded
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uffsfded us thefe few hints concerning €A P
courtfhip, we hdve fcarcely any thing more ™I
on the fubjett, till we come to the hiftory of i‘:“”:g

the Greeks. Among the ancient inhabi- e an-

tants of the Eaft, women were fo little feen :""k‘:‘“"“‘
by the men, that they had but few opportu- mest

nities of infpiting them with that regard and eclige: s
fentimental feeling which we moderns deno-
niinate love, and which cannot properly
arife from a tranfient glance. When they
were accidentally feen, they only raifed that
animal appetite, which naturally rages fo
fttongly where it is inflamed by the climate,
and whetted by a thoufand obftacles, and
which

in fuch circumftances, fcarcely has

any choice in its objett : hence all the oblig-
ing offices of gallantry, and the tender
fenfations of courtfhip, were in " their cir-
cumflances, entirely unknown; and as 1

riage was for the moft part an att of ba

ain

and fale, where the woman, in confideration
of a price paid for her to her relations, was
made a flave to her hufband, the men did
not fludy to pleafe, but to command and
enjoy.

ou

Ar 1 fcarcely any of the males of
brute animals will fight with their females
Vou: II. 1y in
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in order to force them to their embrace, yet
all of them, even the moft weak and timid,
will exert every nerve in order to drive away
or deftroy a fuccefsful rival. Whether this

method

of court~
fhip.

is properly the paffion of revenge, or of felf-
love, is not our province here to enquire ;
we only obferve, that it feems to be a prin-
ciple fo univerfally diffufed through anima-
ted nature, and fo peculiarly ingrafted in
man, that the hiftory of all ages bears the
moft ample teflimony of its exiftence,

During the rude and uncultivated ftate
of fociety in the carly ages, property was
hardly to be gained but by fighting to
acquire, or kept but by fighting to main-
tain it; and a woman being confidered as
property, it was no uncommon mode of
courtfhip, when there was a plurality of
lovers, to fight for the pofleflion of her
allo. As fociety began to improve, and
fighting became lefs fafbionable, this bar-
barity declined, and, inflead of a lover
being obliged to fight all his rivals before
he could get pofleflion of his miftrefs, it
became the cuftom for the competitors, to
give a public teftimony of their powers and
qualifications, in the games and fpectacles
inftituted
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inflituted on purpofe to contend for her; a ciAL,

cuftom, which, as we fhall have occafion to ™)

fee afterwards, continued long to govern the
manners of uncivilized nations ; and in com-
pliance with which, it was common for
kings and other great people, when they had
a daughter to difpofe of, to give notice to all
fuch young men of quality, as defigned to
be competitors, at fuch a time to repair to
their courts and cafiles, in order to fhow
their fkill and dexterity in exercifes and in
arms; and that the prize of beauty would
be awarded to him who fhould excell all
the others. But as this method was fre-
quently produétive of feuds and animofities,
which were handed down from one genera-
tion to another, treaties of marriage by bar-
gain and fale, and agreed to by the relations
of the parties, marked the further progrefs
of civil fociety. Many revolving ages faw
the focial partners of our joys and forrows
trafficked for in this cool and difpaffionate
manner; many parts of the world, yet
ftrangers to friendfhip and to love, ftill re-
tain the defpicable method ; and it is only
where the joys of liberty and of freedom
fhed their benign influence, that courtfhip is
an a@ of inclination and of choice, ending

Ffg in
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HAR § s = ol
S EAE In the Joining together the hearts as well as

U hands of the contrating parties.

Conrtthip

of the

Wuar we have now obferved concern-

Greeks,  ing the manper of courtfhip, was too much

the cale with the Grecks. In the carlier
periods of their hillory, their love, if we
may call it o, was only animal appetite,
fo little refirained either by cultivation of
manners, or precepts of morality, that they
ecagerly [eized almolft €very opportunity that
offered, to fatisfy that appetite by force;
and revenged themfelves by murder, upon
every one who endeavoured to obftruét the
infamous defign. Even when they became
a more civilized people, their method of
making love was more direted to decoy the
fair fex into a compliance with their wifhes
by charms and philtres, than to win them
by the namelefs affiduitics and good offices
of alover,

As the two fexes in Greece had but little
communication with each other, and a lover
was [eldom favoured with an opportunity of
telling his paflion to his miftrefs,

he ufed to
dilcover j

t by in[mlhmg; her name on the
walls of his houfe, on the bark of the tree

2
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of a public walk, or the leaves of his books.
It was cuftomary for him alfo to deck the
door of the houfe where his fair one lived
with flowers and garlands, to make libations
of wine before it, and fprinkle the entrance
with the fame liquor, in the manner that was
praétifed at the temple of Cupid. Garlands
were of great ufe among the Grecks, in the
affairs of love. When a man untied his gar-
land, it was a declaration of his having been
fubdued by that paffion. When a woman
compofed a garland, it was a tacit confeflion
of the fame thing : and though we are not
informed of it, we may prefume that both
fexes had methods of difcovering by thole
garlands, not only that they were in love,
but the objett allo upon whom it was di-
reéed.

Sucu were the common methods of dif-

covering the paflion of love, the methods |

of profecuting it were flill more extraordi-
Zation

nary, and lefs reconcilable to ci

and good principles. When a Grecian {wain love:

found it difficult to obtain the affection of
his miftrefs, he did not endeavour to become
more engaging in his manners and perfon,
he did not lavifh his fortune in prefents, or

grow
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crap. igi i i1
xxnr, §70W more obliging and affiduous in his

o addrefles, but immediately had recourle to
incantations and philtres, In compofing
and difpenfing the laft of which, the women
of Theflaly were reckoned the moft famous,
Thefe compofitions were given by the wo-
nien to the men, as well as by the men to
the women, and were generally fo violent
in their operation, as for fome time to de-
prive the perfon who took them of fenfe, §
and not uncommonly of life. When thofe
failed, they roafted an image of wax before
the fire, reprefenting the objeét of their af-
fetion, and as this became warm, they
flattered themfelves that the perfon repre-
fented by it would be proportionally warmed
with love. When a lover could obtain any
thing belonging to his miflrefs, he imagined
it of fingular advantage, and depofited it in
the earth beneath the threfhold of her door.
Befides thefe, they had a variety of other
methods equally ridiculous and unavailing,
and of which it would be trifling to give a
minute detail; we fhall therefore juft take
notice as we go along, that fuch of either
fex as believed themfelves feduced into love
by the power of philtres and charms, com-
monly had recourfe to the fame methods to

difengage
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{ difengage themfelves, and break the force car-
¢ of thofe inchantments, which they fuppefed v~
¢ operated involuntarily on their inclinations.
| Thus the old women of Greece, like the law-
¢ yers of modern times, were employed to
) defeat the fchemes and operations of each
- other, and like them too, it is prefumable,
Jaughed in their fleeves, while they hugged
the gains that arofe from vulgar credulity.

R

In this manner were the affairs of love
and gallantry carried on among the Greeks,
but we have great reafon to apprehend that
this was the manner in which unlawful
amours ‘only were condu&ed, for the Greek
women, as we have already feen, had nota
power of refufing fuch matches as were pro-
vided for them by their fathers and guardi-
ans; and confequently a lover who could
fecure thefe on his fide, was always fure of
obtaining the perfon of his miftrels; nor
does the complexion of the times, give us
any reafon to fuppofe that he was folicitous
about her efteem and affe@ion. This bei
the cale, courtthip between the parties them-
felves could have little exiftence; and the
methods we have now defcribed, with a va-
ziety of others too tedious to mentio
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il were probably thefe by which they courted

o the unwary female to her fhame and difs
grace, and not thofe by which they bartered
for that fuperior flave which they called a
wife,

Courtihip

S Tne Romans, who borrowed moft of
fomans, \their ciftoms from the Greeks, alfo followed
them in that of endeavouring to conciliate
love by the power of philtres and charms;
a fa@t of which we have not the leaft room
to doubt, as there are in Virgil and fome
other of the Latin poets fo many inflances
that prove it. But it depends not altogether
on the teflimony of the poets; Plutarch tells

us, that Lucullus; a Roman general, loft
his {enfes, by alove potion*; and Caius Ca-=
ligula, accordingto Suetonius; was thrown
into a fit of madnefs by one which was given
him by his wife Cxfonia; Lueretius too, 1
according to fome authors, fell a facrifice to
the fame abominable cuftom. The Romans,

As the notion of love potions and powders is at this day not alto=

ther eradicated, we take this opportunity of affuring our readers,

that there is no potion, powdex, or medicine kuown to mankind, that
has any fpecific power of raifing of determining the affections to any |
\ certain object, and that all pretenfions to fuch are not only vain aud |

| ill

ve, but

legal, and to the laft degree dangerouss |
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like the Greeks, made ufe of thefe methods
moftly-in their affairs of gallantry and un-
lawful love; but in what manner they ad=
dreffed themfelves to a lady they intended
to marry has not been handed down to us;
the reafon we fuppofe is, that little or no
courtfhip was praéiifed among them. Wo-
men had.no difpofing power of themfelves,
to what purpole was it then to apply to
them for their confent? They were under
perpetual guardianthip, and the guardian
having the fole power of difpofing of them,
it was only neceflary to apply to him. In
the Roman authors, we frequently read of a
father, a brother, ora guardian, giving his
daughter, his fifter, or his ward, in mar-
riage, but we do not recolleét one fingle
inftance of being told that the intended
bridegroom applied to the lady for her con-
fent: a circumftance the more extraordinary,
as women in the decline of the Roman em-
pire had arifen to a dignity, and even to a
freedom, hardly equalled in modern Eu-
rope.

THOUGH wives were not purchafed a-
mong the Celtes, Gauls, Germans, and
neighbouring nations of the North as they

Vou. IL. Gg are
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are in the Eaft, they were neverthelefs a
kind of flaves to their hufbands; but this
flavery was become {o familiar by cuftom,
that the women neither loft their dignity by
fubmitting, nor the men their regard by
fubjeéting them to it; and as they often re«
ceived portions with their wives, and had o
much veneration for the fex in general, we
will be the lefs furprifed to find, that in
courtfhip they behaved with a fpirit of gal-
lantry, and fhewed a degree of fentiment to
which the Greeks and Romans, who called
them Barbarians, never arrived. Not con-
tented with getting pofleflion of the perfon
of his miftrefs, a northern lover could not
be fatisfied without the fincere affeétion of’
her heart, nor was his miftrefs ever to be
gained but by fuch methods as plainly in-
dicated to her, the tendereft attachment
from the moft deferving man.

Tue ancient Scandinavian women were
chafte, proud, and emulous of glory, being
conftantly taught to defpife thofe men who

fpent their youth in peaceful obfcurity, they*

were not to be courted but by the moft affi-
duous attendance, feconded by fuch warlike
atchievementsas the cuftom of the country

had
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#ad rendered neceffary to make a man de-
ferving of his miftrefs. On thefe accounts,
we frequently find, a lover accofting the ob-
je& of his paffion by a minute and circum-
fantial detail of all his exploits, and all his
accomplifhments. King Regner Lodbrog,
in a beautiful ode compofed by himfelf, in
memory of the deeds of his former days,
gives a ftrong proof of this.

« We fought with fwords,” faid he, « that
# day wherein [ faw ten thoufand of my foes
« rolling in the duft near a promontory of
« England. A dew of blood diflilled from
« our fwords, the arrows which flew in fearch
« of the helmets, bellowed through the air.
# The pleafure of that day, was equal to
# that of clafping a fair virgin in my arms.

« W fought with fwords: a young man
« fhould march early to the confliét of arms,
¢ man fhould attack man, or bravely refift
#¢ him ; in this hath always confifted the no-
« bility of the warrior. He who afpires to
¢ the love of his miftrefs, ought to be daunt-
¢ lefs in the clafh of fwords.

Gigio « We
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“ We fought with fwords in fifty and one
“ battles under my floating banners. From
“my early youth I have learned to dye the
“flecl of my lance with blood, but it is
“time to ceafe. Odin hath fent his god-
“ defles to condu@ me to his palace, Iam
“ going to be placed on the higheft feat,
“there to quaff goblets of beer with the
“ gods; the hours of my life are rolled
“ gway.”

Sucn, and many of the fame kind, are
the exploits fung by king Regner. In
another ode of a later date, compofed by
Harold the valiant, we find an enumeration
of his exploits and accomplifhments joined
together, in order to give his miftrefs a fa-
vourable idea of him, but from the chorus of
his fong -we learn that he did not fucceed.

“ My fhips have made the tour of Sicily;
¢ there were we all magnificent and fplen-
“did; my brown veffel, full of mariners,
rapidly rowed to the utmoft of my wifhes;
“ wholly taken up with war, I thought my
“ courfe would never flacken, and yet a

“

“ Ruffian maiden fcorns me,

Iy
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<« Ix my youth I fought with the people
¢ of Drontheim, their troops exceeded ours
« in number. It was a terrible confli¢t, T left
¢ their young king dead on the field, and
“ yet a Ruffian maiden {corns me.

« Oxe day, we were but fixteen in a vef-
« fel, a ftorm arofe and fwelled the fea, it
« filled the loaded fhip, but we diligently
# cleared it out; thence I formed hopes of
« the happeft fuccefs, and yet a Ruffian
¥'m

en {corns me.

«] gkxow how to perform eight exerci-
< fes, I fight valiantly, I fit firmly on horfe-
< back, I am inured to fwimming, 1 know
¢ how to run along the {cates, I dart the
< Jance, and am {kilful at the oar, and yet
¢ a Rufflian maiden fcorns me.

# Cax fhe deny, that young and lovely
“ maiden, that on the day, when pofled
“ pear a city in the fouthern land, I joined
¢ battle, that then I valiantly handled my
“ arms, and left behind me lafting monu-
« ments of my exploits, and yet a Ruflian
¢ maiden {corns me,

o1 was
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SEA™ T was bom in the high country of

> “ Norway, where the inhabitants handle
« their bows o well; but I preferred guid -
¢ ing my fhips, the dread of peafants, among
“ the rocks of the ocean, and far from the
“ habitation of men. I have run through
“all the feas with my veffels, and yeta @
“ Ruflian maiden fcorns me.” g

Ty":)‘ﬂ”'u Brsipes thefe methods of courting, or
ufed

ey afpiring to the good graces of the fuir, by
andin- S armsiand by arts, the ancient Northerns had
feveral others, and among thefe it would
feem that charms or incantations were rec-
koned not the leaft powerful. Odin, who
firft taught them their mythology, and
whom they afterwards worlhipped as their
fupreme deity, fays, in one of his difcourfes

cantations

“Ir I afpire to the love and the favour
“ of the chafteft virgin, I can bend the
“mind of the howy armed maiden, and
¢ make her yield wholly to my defires.

“ I xnvow a fecret which T will never
¢ lofe, it is to render myfclfalways beloved
 of my miftrefs,

“ But
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« Byt I know one which I will never c1ar
« jmpart to any female, except my own kff,l\i
« fiffer, or to her whom I hold in my arms.

# Whatever is known only to one’s felf is
« always of great value.”

In the Hava-Maal, or fublime difcourfes “m e
of Odin, we have fome fketches of dir
tions how to proceed in courtthip, fo as ;‘C‘“' fug-
to be fuccefsful without the affiftance of any
charm or fecret.-—« He who would make him

to court

¢ felf beloved of a maiden, muft entertain
¢ her with fine difcourfes, and offer her en-
« gaging prefents; he muft allo inceffantly
« praile her beauty.---It requires good fenfe
« 1o be a fkilful lover.---If you would bend
« your miftrels to your paffion, you muft
“ only go by night to fee her; when a thing
« is known to a third perfon it never fuc-
siseeds. ”

Tue young women of the nations we
are confidering, not relying upon what
fame had reported concerning the acqufi-
tions of their lovers, frequently defired to
be themfelves the witnefles of thefe acquifi-
tions, and the young men were not lefs eager
in feizing every opportunity to gratify their

de
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ancedote in the hiftory of Charles and Gry-
mer, two kings of Sweden. ¢« Grymer, a
“ youth early diftinguifhed in arms, whe
** well knew how to dye his fword in the
“Dblood of his enemies, to run over the
“ craggy mountains, to wreflle; to play at
“ chels, trace the motions of the flars, and
 throw far from him heavy weights, fre-
“ quently fhewed his {kill in the chamber of
« the damlels, before the king's lovely daugh-
““ ter; defirous of acquiring her regard, he
“ dilplayed his dexterity in handling his
“ weapons, and the knowledge he had at-
“ tained in the fciences he had learned ; at
« length he ventured to make this demand ;
“ Wilt thou, O fair princefs, if I may obtain
¢ the king’s confent, ac pt of me for a
“ hufband? To which fhe prudently re-
« plied, I muft not make that choice myfelf,
“but go thou and offer the fame propofal
““to my father. The fequel of thiy ftory
informs us, that Grymer accordingly made
his propofal to the king, who anfwered him
in a rage, that though he had learned in-
deed to handle his arms, yet as he had
never gained a fignal vitory, nor given a
banquet to the bealls of the field, he had
no
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no pretenfions to his daughter, and con-
cluded by pointing out to him, in a neigh-
bouring kingdom, a hero renowned in arms,
whom, if he could conquer, the princefs
fhould be given him : that on waiting on the
princefs to tell her what had paﬂed, the was
greatly agitated, and felt in the motft fenfi-
ble manner for the fafety of her lover, whom
fhe was afraid her father had devoted to
death for his prefumption; that fhe provided
him with a fuit of impenetrable armour and
a trufly fword, with which he went, and hav-
ing flain his adverfary, and moft part of his
warriors, returned victorious, and received
her as the reward of his valour. Singular
as this method of obtaining a fair lady by a
price paid in blood may appear, it was not
peculiar to the northerns. We have already
taken notice of the price which David paid
for the daughter of Saul, and fhall add,
that among the Sacce, a people of ancient
Scythia, a cuftom fomething of this kind,
but flill more extraordinary, obtained. Every
young man who made his addreffes to a lady
was obliged to engage her in fingle combat;
if he vanquifhed, he led her off in triumph,
and became her hufband and fovereign; if
he was conquered, fhe led him off in the

Vo I, Hh fame
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Manner
of refuf-

ing their

lovers,

and her flave. In the ifland of Bornea, the
moft fuccefsful method of courting is, for
the lover to prefent his mifirefs with the
heads of fome enemies, ‘and the greater
the: number of heads, the more likely he
is to fucceed in his {uit,

Frowm the preceding obfervations, it ap-
pears, that the ancient northerns placed
their principal felicity in the enjoyments of
courtfhip and love, as they compared even
the pleafures of vanquifhing their enemies
to this laft, as to the higheft ftandard of
pleafure. It likewife appears, that, infti-
gated by fentiment, and attuated by freedom,
every lover made application firft to the ob-
Jje€t of his wifhes, to know whether he would
be agreeable to her, before he would proceed
to folicit the confent of parents or relations.

As nothing could be more humble and
complaifant than the men when they pre-
fented their addrefles to the fair, fo nothing
could be more haughty or determined than
the anfwers and behaviour of fuch ladies as
did not approve of their fuitors. Gida, the
daughter of a rich Norwegian lord, when
courted
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courted by Harald Harfagre, fternly anfwer-
«d, that if he afpired to merit her love, he
muft fignalize himfelf by exploits of a more
extraordinary nature than any he had yet
performed. Nor was fuch a reception pe-
culiar to her, it was the cuftom of the times,
and the complexion of thele times greatly
contributed to render fuch a cuftom necef-
fary; for befides the perfonal fafety of a
wife, depending fo much on the prowefs of
the man fhe married, valour was the only
road to riches, to honours, and even to fub-
fiftence, which frequently depended in a
great meafure upon the fpoils taken in the
excurfions of war. But the haughty beha-
viour of the ladies was not entirely confined
to words. It is fuppofed, though we do not
venture to affirm it, that when a fuitor had
gone through the exercife of his arms before
them, and when difpleafed with his per-
formance, they wanted to put a negative
upon his wifhes, inftead of a verbal reply,
they fometimes arofe haftily, fnatched the
arms from his hands, and fhewed him that
they could handle them with much more
dexterity than himfelf; a reproof which not
only mortified all his vanity, but impofed
eternal filence on his pretenfions to love.
Hh 2 THE
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Tue defcendants of the people we have
been now defcribing, long after they had
plundered and repeopled the greateft part
of Europe, retained nearly the fame ideas
of love, and praétifed the fame methods
in declaring it, that they had imbibed from
their anceftors. “ Love,” fays William of
Montagnogout, “ engages to the moft ami-
“able conduét: Love infpires the greateft
“ aftions: Love has no will but that of the
“ objet beloved, nor fecks any thing but
¢ what will augment her glory. You can-
“ not love, nor ought to be beloved, if you
¢ afk any thing that virtue condemns; never
“did I form a wifh that could wound the
“heart of my beloved, nor delight in a
¢ pleafure that was inconfifient with her
¢ delicacy.” Such were the tender, fuch the
honourable fentiments that fprung from chi-
valry, an inflitution which obliged the lover
to devote himfelf to the will of his miftrefs.
¢ It is the duty of a lover,” fays one of the
troubadours, ¢ to afk humbly what he withes,
« and the right of the miftrefs to command
“ what he defires; which the lover by the
¢ laws of gallantry is obliged to execute like
¢ the orders of afovereign.” Thefe orders
we have already feen were generally to per-

form
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form fome feats of military valour, a cuftom e
which continued to the time that military <~
expeditions gave way to tilts and tourna-
ments, where the miftrefs flill commanded

the lover to appear, and where he fhewed
himfelf not lels anxious of viftory and re-
nown, than in the real field of blood,

CHAP.
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rROM this account of the courtfhip of

the ancient northerns, it plainly ap-
pears that they we

e, in fome refpefls, far
advanced beyond the favage barbarity of
many nations now exifling; among whom
marriages are commonly contrafted with
little previous attachment, and as little re-
gard to the mutual inclination of the parties
for cach other. Savages, in general, not

being determined to marry from any attach-
ment to a particular woman; but becaufe
they find that flate neceffary to their com-
fortable fubfiftence, and conformable to the
fafhion of their country, are not folicitous

who {hall: be their wives; and, therefore,
commonly leave the choice of them to their

parents and relations ; a method which ex-

cludes from their fyftem, all the joys, and
all the pains of courtfhip. But as there are
fome favages who deviate from this cuftom,
we fhall give a fhort account of the manner
they addrefs the females, whom they
have felefted as the obje&ts of their love.
Tur

inwh
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Tune method of afking in courtfhip, as
well as that of refufing, among fome of the

tribes of American Indians, is the moft fim- ¢

ple that can poffibly be devifed.  When the
lover goes to vifit his miflrefs, he only begs
leave, by figns, to enter her hut; having
obtained it, he goes in, and fits down by
her in the moft refpeétful filence ; if the fuf-
fers him to remain there without interrup-
tion, her doing fo is confénting to his fuit;
and they go to bed together without further
ceremony : but if the lover has any thing
given him to eat and drink, it is a refufal ;
though the woman is obliged to fit by him
‘till he has finifhed his repaft; after which he
retires in filence. In Canada, courtfhip is
not carried on with that coy referve, and
feeming fecrecy, which politenefs has. in-
troduced among the inhabitants of civilized
nations, When a man and woman meet,
though they never faw cach other before, if
he is captivated with her charms, he declares
his paffion in the plaineft manner; and fhe,
with the fame honeft fimplicity, anfwers, Yes,
or No, without further deliberation. That
female referve, that feeming reluétance to
enter into the married ftate, obfervable in
polite countries, is the work of art, and not

of
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CHAP of nature; the hi{lor.y of every uncultivated
people amply proves this: it tells us, that
their women not only fpeak with freedom
the fentiments of their hearts, but even
blufh not to have thefe fentiments made as
public as poffible. The contraét between
Mahomet and his wife begins thus, ¢ Where-
“ as, Cadhiga is in love with Mahomet, and
 Mahomet with Cadhiga.” It was formerly
a cuftom, among the Brazilians, that as foon
as a man had {lain an enemy, he had a right
to court a bride; but that cuftom is now
abolifhed, and the fuitor is obliged to afk the
confent of the girl's parents; which he no
fooner obtains, than he haftens to the bride,
and forces her to his embrace. In Formofa,
they differ fo much from the fimplicity of
the Canadians, that it would be reckoned
the greateft indecency in the man to declare,

or in the woman to hear, a declaration of
the paffion of love. The lover is, there-
fore, obliged to depute his mother, fifter,
or fome female relation; and from any of
thefe the foft tale may be heard, without the
leaft offence to delicacy.

Sucu are the cuftoms which, among
fome favage nations, regulate the affairs of
courtfhip ;
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courtfhip ; cuftoms which fhew; that, even CHAP.
in the moft rude and uncultivated ftate, men w~~s
are hardly more uniform in their ideas and
aétions, than when polithed by civilization
and fociety. The lower clafs of the people
who inhabit Maflachufets Bay, have a re-
markable method of courtfhip, which they
perhaps borrowed the idea of from the na-
tive Americans. When a man falls in love
with a woman, he firlt propofes his condi-
tions to her parents, without whofe confent
no marriage in the colony can take place; if
they approve of him, he repairs to their
houfe in the evening, in order to make his
court to the young woman. At their ufual
hour, the old people, and the reft of the
family, go to bed, leaving the lovers to-
gether.  Some time after, the lovers go to
bed together alfo; but without firipping
themfelves naked, to avoid fcandal. If they
are pleafed with each other, the bans are
publifhed, and they are married without de-
lay. If not, they part, and never fee one
another any more; unlefs the woman thould
be with child; when the man is obliged to
marry her, under pain of excommunication.
This has a great refemblance to a cuftom
ufed in fome places by the favages, where a
Vou. IL. U lover
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lover goes in the night to the hut of his
miftrefs, {leals filently in, lights a match at
the fire, and cautioufly approaches her bed,
holding the match before him. If fhe fuffer
it to remain burning, it is a denial, and he
mufk retire.  If fhe blows it out, it is a fign
of her approbation; and fhews that fhe
wifhes the affair to be tranfaéted in darknefs
and fecrecy : he takes the hint, and immedi-
ately lays himfelf down by her fide.

Berors we take leave of the European
colonies in Ameriea, another fingulrarity in
the behaviour of Penfylvania lovers deferves
to be mentioned, as it {hews that their women
have not even that degree of delicacy, which
we have juft now feen them poflefled of in
favage life.  When two Penfylvanian Jovers
meet with any remarkable oppofition from
their friends, they go off together on horfe-
back; the woman riding before, and the
man behind. In this fituation they prefent
themfelves before a magiflrate, to whom fhe
declares, that fhe has run away with her
lover, and has brought him there to be
married. So folemn an avowal, the magi-
ftrate is not at liberty to reje@, and he
marries them accordingly.

I
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It has long been a common obfervation
among mankind, that love is the motft fruit-
ful fource of invention ; and that the imagi-
nation of a woman in love, is ftill more
fruitful of invention and expedient than that
of a man. Agreeably to this, we are told,
that the women of the ifland of Amboyna,
being clofely watched on all occafions, and
deflitute of the art of writing; by which, in
other places, the fentiments are conveyed at
any diftance, have methods of making known
their inclinations to their lovers, and of fix-
ing aflignations with them, by means of
nofcgays, and plates of fruit fo difpofed, as
to convey their {entiments in the moft ex-
plicit manner: by thefe means their court-
thip is generally carried on, and by altering
the difpofition of the {fymbols made ufe of,
they contrive to fignify their refufal, with
the fame explicitnefs as their approbation;
but this is not a praétice peculiar to Am-
boyna, it is alfo ufed by the young women
of Tripoli and Algiers, In the gardens, at
thele places, are conftantly employed a num-
ber of chriftian {laves ; when the ladies who
bave a liberty of walking in thefe gardens,
take a fancy for any of them, they explain
themfelves by arranging the flower-pots in

g a certain
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a certain order; by wearing nofegays parti-
cularly conftruéted; the flaves return their
anfwer in the fame manner; and thus a cor-
refpondence is carried on fearcely lefs ex-
plicit than if it were done by writing, Nor
is their art confined to this fingle method,
they have certain flowers that denote hope,
defpair, opportunity, &c.; and by means
of thefe they make their inclinations known
to each other; but they carry it flill farther;
and by placing flowers in fuch a manner, as
the initial letters of their names fhall form
fuch words and fentences as they want to
make ufe of, they can give and return to
cach other the completeft information,

‘WE fhall fee afterward, when we come to
treat of the matrimonial compatét, that in
fome places, the ceremony of marriage con-
fifts in tying the garments of the young cou-
ple together, as an emblem of that union
which ought to bind their affeftions and
interefts, This ceremony has afforded a
hint for lovers to explain their paflion to
their miftrefles, in the moft intelligible man-
ner, without the help of fpeech, or the
poflibility of offending the niceft delicacy.
A lover in thofc countrics, who is too modeft
to
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to declare himfelf, feizes the firft opportu-
nity he can find, of fitting down by his
miftrefs, and tying his garment to her’s, in
the manner that is prattifed in the ceremony
of marriage. If fhe permits him to finifh
the knot, without interruption, and does
not foon after cut or loofe it, fhe thereby
gives her confent. If fhe loofes it, he may
tye it again on fome other occafion, when
fhe may prove more propitious, but if fhe
cut it, his hopes are blafted for ever.

Botu thefe laft-mentioned cuftoms are
peculiar to the Eaft; and they are almoft the
only ones we can find in thefe extenfive
regions, concerning courtfhip, that are worth
relating ; for where the two {exes are denied
all communication with each other, it is im-
poffible there fhould be any courtfhip; and
where the venal bride is bought from her
flill more venal parents, to be the flave, and
not the companion, of her hufband ; neither
are poflefled of the feelings neceffary for
that delicately fentimental prelude of the fo-
cial ftate of wedlock.

Tue delicacy of a Lapland lady, which
is not in the leaft hurt by being drunk as
often
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often as fhe can procure liquor, would be
wounded in the moft fenfible manner, {hould
fhe deign at firft to liften to the declaration
of alover. Heis therefore obliged to em-
ploy a match-maker to fpeak for him. This
match-maker muft never go empty-handed;
and of all other prefents, that which moft
infalliably fecures him a favourable recep-
tion, is brandy. Having, by the eloquence
of this favourable liquor, gained leave to
bring the lover along with him, who, to-
gether with his father or other neareft male
relation, being arrived at the houfe where
the lady refides, the father and match-maker
are invited to go in, but the lover muft wait
patiently at the door till further folicited.
The parties, in the mean time, open their
fuit to the other ladies of the family, not
forgetting to employ their irrefiftable advo-
cate brandy, a liberal diftribution of which
is reckoned the flrongeft proof of the
lover’s affe€tion.  When they are all tolera-
bly warmed, and caution begins to give
place to intoxication, the lover is brought
into the houfe, pays his compliments to the

family, and is defired to partake of their

though at this interview feldom in-
dulged with a fight of his miftrefs ; but if
he
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he is, he falutes her, and offers her prefents
of rein-deer fkins, tongues, &c.; all which
while furrounded with her friends, fhe pre-
tends to refufe; but, at the fame time giving
her fwain a fignal to go out, fhe {oon fteals
after him, and is no more that bafhful crea-
ture fhe affetted to appear in company. He
now folicits for the completion of his wifhes.
If fhe is filent, it is conftrued into confent.
But if fhe throws his prefents on the ground
with difdain, the match is broke off for ever.

It is generally obferved, that women
enter into matrimony with more willing-
nefs, and lefs anxious folicitude, than men,
for which many reafons naturally fuggeft
themfelves to the intelligent reader. The
women of Greenland are, however, in
many cafes, an exception to this general
rule. A Greenlander, having fixed his af-
fettion, acquaints his parents with it; they
acquaint the parents of the girl; upon
which two female negociators are fent to
her, who, left they fhould fhock her deli-
cacy, do not enter direétly on the fubjett
of their embafly, but launch out in praifes
of the lover they mean to recommend, of
his hut, of his furniture, and whatever elfe

belongs
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belongs to him, dwelling moft particularly
on his dexterity in catching of feals. She,
really affronted, or pretending to be fo, runs
away, tearing the ringlets of her hair as
fhe retires ; after which the two females,
having obtained a tacit confent from her
parents, fearch for her, and, on difcovering
her lurking-place, drag her by force to the
hut of her lover, and there leave her.  For
fome days fhe fits with difhevelled hair, filent
and dejected, refufing every kind of fufle-
nance, and at laft, if kind intreaties cannot
prevail upon her, is compelled by force, and
even by blows, to complete the marriage.
It fometimes happens, that when the female
match-makers arrive to propofe a lover to a
Greenland young woman, fhe either faints,
or efcapes to the, uninhabited mountains,
where fhe remains till {he is difcovered and
carried back by her relations, or is forced to
return by hunger and cold. In both which
cafes, fhe previoufly cuts off her hair.
A moft unalterable declaration that fhe is
determined never to marry.

Turs peculiar difpofition of the Green-
land women is not nature. . Her diétates
are every where nearly the fame. It is
the
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the horror which arifes at the flavifh and
dependent ftate of the wives of that country,
and the flill more abjet and deferted ftate
of its widows. For the wives, befides being
obliged to do every fervile office, are fre-
quently fubjected to the mercilefs correttion
of their hufbands. The widows, when they
have no longer a hufband to hunt and fith
for them, arc deftitute of every refource
and frequently perifh of hunger. Hence
matrimony, which in moft places makes the
condition of women more independent and
comfortable, among them renders it truly
wretched ; and hence they enter into it with
fo much reluétance and regret.

Ix Spain, the women had formerly no
voice in difpofing of themfelves in matri-
mony. But as the empire of common fenfe
began to extend itfelf, they began to claim
a privilege, at.leaft of being cé‘nf\xlted in
the choice of the partners of their lives.
Many fathers and guardians, hurt by this
female innovation, and puffed up with Spa-
nifh pride; fiill infifted on forcing their
daughters to marry according to their plea-
fure, by means of duennas, locks, hunger,
and even fometimes, of poifon and daggers.

Vor. 1L K k But
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ST But as nature will revolt againft every {pe-
v cies of oppreffion and injuftice, the ladies

have for fometime begun to affert their own
rights. The authority of fathers and guar-
dians begins to decline, and lovers find
themfelves obliged to apply to the affetions
of the fair, as well as to the pride and ava-
rice of their relations. As women of fafhion
are, however, feldom allowed to go abroad,
and never to receive male vifitors at home,
unlefs with the confent of parents, or by the
contrivance of a duenna, this application
is commonly made in a manner almoft
peculiar to the Spaniards themfelves, The
gallant  compoles fome love fonnets, as
expreflive as he can, not only of the fitua-
tion of his heart, but of every particular
circumftance between him and the lady, not
forgetting to lard them every here and there
with the moft extravagant encomiums on
her beauty and merit, Thefe he fingsin the
night below her window, accompanied with
his lute, or fometimes with a whole band of
mufic. The more piercingly cold the air,
the more the lady’s heart is fuppofed to be
thawed with the patient fufferance of her
lover, who, from night to night, frequently
continues this exercife for many hours,

heaving
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heaving the “deepeft fighs, and cafting the
moft piteous looks toward the window; at
which, if his goddefs at laft deigns to ap-
pear, and drop him a curtfey, he is fuperla-
tively paid for all his watching; butif fhe
blefles him with a fmile, he is ready to run
diftralted.

In moft of the countries we have hitherto
mentioned, love is carried on without {enti-
ment or feeling: in Spain it is quite the
reverfe. A Spanifh lover hardly thinks,
fpeaks, or even dreams, of any thing but
his mifirefs, When he fpeaks to her, itis
with the utmoft refpett and deference. When
he fpeaks of her, it is in the moft hyberbo-
lically romantic ftyle; and when he ap-
proaches her, you would fuppofe him to be
approaching a divinity. But all this defer-
ence to her god/hip, all this patient {ufferance
under her window, is not enough; and as
none but the brave can deferve the fair, he
is conflantly ready, not only to fightall her
enemies, and his own rivals, but to feck
every opportunity of fignalizing his courage,
that he may fhew himfelf able to proteét her,
Among all thefe opportunities, none are fo
cagerly courted as fighting with bulls; a

Kk 2 bar-
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€ U4 barbarous amufement, for which Spain is
AU remarkable; where the ladies fit as fpefia-
tors, - while the cavaliers encounter thofe
furious anirﬁals? previoufly exafperated, and
where, according to the farcaftic phrafe of
Butler,

 —he obtains the nobleft {poufe,
“ Who widows greateft herds of cows.”

Some of the human paffions are fo nearly
allied to each other, that the tranfition from
this to that is hardly perceptible, and feems
as eafy and natural as it is to flep from the
threfhold into the houfe. Of this kind is
friendfhip with woman, which has been cal-
led fifter to love; and we may add, that
pity for a woman, who is tolerably hand-
fome and deferving, is more than fifter to
love. The Spaniards, confidering the effeéts
of pity on the tender and compaflionate
natures of women, endeavour, inflead of
attaching them by pleafure, as in other
countries, to fecure them by exciting their
compaflion, through cvery part of the
courtfhip we have now related. But they
do it {lill more remarkably in a cuftom,
which they 'praétifed fome time ago at
; Madrid,
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Madrid, and in other parts of Spain. €
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A company of people, who called them- v~

felves difciplinants, or whippers, partly in-
fligated by fuperftition, and partly by love,
paraded the fircets every Good-Friday, at-
tended’ by all the religious orders, {everal
of the courts of judicature, all the compa-
nies of trades, and fometimes the king and
all his court. The whippers were arrayed
in long caps in the form of a fugar-loaf,
white gloves, fhoes of the fame colour, and
wailtcoats, the {leeves of which were tied
with ribbons of fuch colours as they thought
moft agreeable to the fancy of the ladies
they adored. In their hands were whips
made of fmall cords, to the ends of which
were cemented little bits of wax ftuck with
pieces of broken glafs; with thefe they
whipped themfelves as they went along,
and he who fhewed the leaft mercy to his
carcafe, was fure of the greatelt pity from
his dulcinea. When they happened to meet
a handfome woman in the fireet, fome one
of them took care to whip himfelf, {o as to
make his blood fpurt upon her ; an honour
for which fhe never failed humbly to thank
him. When any of them came oppofite to
the window of his miftrefs, he began to lay

upon
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upon himfelf with redoubled fury, while
fhe, from her balcony, looked compla-
cently on the horrid fcene, and knowing it
was aéted in honour of her charms, thought
herfelf greatly obliged to her lover, and
feldom failed to reward him accordingly.

Nor lefs fingular, and much of the fame
nature, is a method of courtfhip which Lady
Montague faw at a proceflion in Canflanti-
nople, when the grand Seignior was going
out to take the command of an army,
“ The rear,” fays fhe, « was clofed by the
¢ volunteers, who came to beg the honour
“of dying in his fervice; they were all
“naked to the middle, fome had their
“arms pierced through with arrows left
« flicking in them, others had them tticking
“in their heads, the blood trickled down
< their faces ; fome flathed their arms with
{harp knives, making the blood {pring out
¢ on the byftanders; and this is looked on as
* an expreflion of their zeal for glory. And
“ Lam told, that fome make ufe of it to ad-
“ vance their love; and when they come
‘near the window where their miftrefs
“ flands, all the women being veiled to fee
« this fpetacle, they flick another atrow
< for

S
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< for her fake, who gives fome fign of ap-
« probation and encouragement to this kind
« of gallantry.”

We cannot help condemning cuftoms fo

barbarous ; but while we condemn them, we o

have the ftrongeft hopes that they no longer
exift; while in Scotland, one of a fome-
what fimiliar nature, fcarcely lefs ridiculous,
or lefs dangerous, is not yet obliterated. At
a concert annually held in Edinburgh, on
St. Cecilia’s day, moft of the celebrated
beauties are aflembled. When the concert
is ended, their adorers retire to a tavern,
when he that can drink the- Jargelt quantity
to the health of his miftrels, according to
the phrafe they make ufe of} /faves her, and
dubs her a public toaft for the enfuing year ;
whilé the haplels fair, who is beloved by
one of a more irritable {yflem and lefs capa-
cious flomach, according to the fame cant,
is damned, and degraded by the bucks from
being ranked among the number of beau-
ties. In tracing general principles, one
often meets with many difcordant and con-
tradi€tory fafts. It is a general rule of na-
ture, that'when the male makes love to the
female, he endeavours to put himfelf into

the
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the moft agreeable poftures and attitudes,
and to gain her affeétion by fhewing, if we
may be allowed the expreflion, his beft fide,
and moft agreeable accomplifhments.  But
the inflances we have now related are ex-
ceptions to this general law; they tend,
however, to eflablith a truth, which every
attentive perfon muft have obferved, that
the aétions of men are more the refult
of accident and cuftom, than of fixed and
permanent principles,

Axtong the various methods ufed by our
anceflors, of introducing themfelves into the
good graces of the fair, fighting was far from
being the leaft common; and feveral tolera-
bly good reafons may be afligned why this
{hould fo fuccefsfully accomplifh its purpofe.
But though fighting a rival or an enemy,
may promote the fuit of a lover, nothing
feems lefs natural than endeavouring to en-
gage the female heart by unavailing cruelty
to one’s own flefh. This has in itfelf no
merit, nor diflinguifhes the man for any
thing buta wrong head, and an infenfibility
of nerves. Whoever, therefore, gets drunk,
or commits an outrage upon himfelf for the
fake of his miflrefs, fhould be trufted by
the
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the women with caution, as the fame caufes
which prompted him to this folly, may
prompt him to others in which his own per-
fon is+lefs likely to fuffer.

BeroRrE we take our leave of the Spani-
ards, we muft do them the juflice to fay, that
though their ideas of the ladies, and their
manner of addrefling them, are flrongly
tinttured with the wild and the romantic,
they are at the fame time direfted by an
honour and fidelity, {carcely to be found
among any other people. In Italy, the
manner of courtfhip, fo far as it relates to
ferenading, nearly refembles that of Spain
but the Italian goes a flep farther than the
Spaniard; he endeavours to blockade the
houfe where his fair one lives, fo as to pre-
vent the entrance of any rival ; if he marries

the lady who coft him all this trouble and
attendance, he fhuts her up for life; if not,
{he becomes the objeét of his eternal hatred,
and he too frequently endeavours to revenge
by poifon the fuccefs of his happier rival,
In one circumftance relating to courtfhip,
the Italians are faid to be particular; they
protratt the time of it as long as poflible,
Vour.IL Ll well
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car. well knowing, that even with all the little
uw ills Attcndmg it, a period thus employed is

one of the fweeteft of human life.

To the difference of the climate of one
country from another, philofophers have
generally attributed the different difpofition
of the inhabitants, But France and Spain
are kingdoms bordering on each other, and
yet nothing can be more diffimilar than a
Frenchman and a Spaniard in affairs of love.
A French lover, with the word fentiment
perpetually in his mouth, feems by every
ation, to have excluded it from his heart,
He places his whole confidence in his exte«
rior air and appearance. He drefles for his
miflrefs, dances for her, flutters conflantly
about her, helps her to lay on her rouge,
and place her patches; attends her round
the whole circle of amufements chatters to
her perpetually, whiflles and fings, and
plays the fool with her; whatever be his
ftation, every thing gaudy and glittering
within the fphere of it, is called in to his
affiftance, particularly {plendid carriages and
tawdry liveries ; but if, by the help of all
thefe, he cannot make an impreffion on the
fair
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fair one’s heart, it cofts him nothing at laft CHAD
but a few fhrugs of his fhoulders, two or L~

three filly exclamations, and as many ftan-
zas of fome fatirical fong againft her; and
as it is impoffible for a Frenchman to live
without an amour, he immediately betakes
himfelf to another.

Avoxc people of fafhion in France,
courtfhip begins to be totally annihilated,
and matches made by parents and guardians
are become fo common, that a bride and
bridegroom not unfrequently meet together
for the fecond time on the day of their mar-
riage. In a country where complaifance
and form feem fo indifpenfible, it may ap-
pear extraordinary, that a few weeks at leaft
fhould not be allowed a young couple to
gain the affeGtions of each other, and to
enable them to judge whether their tempers
were formed for their mutual happinefs.
But this delay is commonly thought un-
neceffary by the prudent parents, whofe
views extend no farther than intereft and
conyenience. In many countries, to be
married in this manner would be reckoned
the greateflt of misfortunes. In France, it
is little regarded, as in the fafhionable

L1z world
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world few people are greater firangers to,
L or more indifferent about, each other, than
hufband and wife; and any appearance of N
fondnefs between them, or their being feen
frequently together, would infallibly make

them forfeit the reputation of the Zon, and

be laughed at by all polite company. On

this account, nothing is more common than

to be acquainted with a lady, without know-

ing her hufband, or vifiting the hufband,
without ever feeing his wife,

A hiflorian, who has read that the

ller, who
has feen the attention that every one pays

verned by their women, and a tra

to them, will be apt to reckon all we have
now faid as falfehood and mifreprefentation.
But to the firft, we would recommend to
confider, that the women, which have com-
monly governed France, have been the mif-
trefles of their kings or other great men,
who, trained up in every alluring mode of
their profeflion, have become artful beyond
conception, in infinuating themfelves by all
the avenues that lead to the male heart.
‘The fecond, we would wifh to confider, that
this conftant attention is more the effett of
fafhion
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fathion and cuftom than of fentiment or re-
gard: and that even the frequent duels
which in France are fought on account’of
women, are not a proof of the fuperior love
or efteem of the men for that fex, nor un-
dertaken to defend their virtue or reputation;
they are only a mode of compliance with
what is falfely called politenefs, and of fup-
porting what is fallely efteemed honour.

FormERrRLY, while the manners introdu-
ced by the fpirit of chivalry were not quite
evaporated among the French, before the
too great progrefs of politenefs had deftroyed
the virtues of honeft fimplicity, and the
tongue had learned by rote, to contradiét the
fentiments of the heart; the behaviour of
this people, though mixed with romantic
extravagance, was replete with fecling and
fentiment. During the regency of Anne of
Aulftria, fighting and religion were the moft
fuccefsful ways by which a lover could re-
commend himfelf to his miftrefs; the bom-
baftic verfes of the Duke of Rochefoucault
thew what a lover then promifed with his
{fword *; and the number of women of rank

* To merit her heare, and to pleafe her bright eyes,
T have fought againft kings, and dare f;

¢ *gaintt the flics,

who
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CX‘;I‘V“'- who turned Carmelites, in compliance with
~~ the {pirit of their gallants and of the times,
point out what was effetted by devotion;
but as politenefs began to puth forward be-
yond the flandard of nature, it diflipated
not only all thefe romantic ideas, but allo in
time banifhed fentiment and affection, and
left the French in their prefent fityation---
creatwres of art. ‘The eagernefs, howeve
of the other European nations in copying

B

their manners and cufloms is fo great, that
fuch as they now are, all their neighbours
will probably in lefs than a few centuries be.

As mankind advance in the principles of
fociety, as intereft, ambition, and fome of
the other fordid paflions begin to occupy
the mind, nature is thruft out. Nothing

furely can be more natural than that love
thould direét in the choice of a partner for
life, and that the parties contraéling in wed-
lock, fhould enter into that compact with
the mutual approbation of each other. This
right of nature, however, begins to be
wrefled from her in every polite country.
The poor are the only clals who {Lill retain
the liberty of afting from inclination and
from choice, while the rich, in proportion
as
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as they rife in opulence and rank, finkin ¢l1AP.

the exertion of the natural rights of man-
kind, and facrifice their love at the fhrine of
intereft or ambition.

Sucu now begins to be the common
praétice in Britain; courtfhip, at leaft that
kind of it which proceeds from mutual in-
clination and affettion is, among the great,
nearly annihilated, and the matrimonial
bargain made between the relations and
lawyers of the two families, with all the

care and cunning that each party is mafter
of, to advance its own intereft by over-
reaching the other. Were we to defcend to
the middling and Tower ranks of life, where
freedom of mind flill exifts; were we to
defcribe their various modes of addrefling
and endeavouring to render themfelves
agreeable to the fair, we fhould only relate
what ‘our readers are already well acquainted
with; we fhall therefore juft obferve, in
general, that fuch is the power of love, that
it frequently prompts even an Englifhman
to la

afide fome part of his natural thought-
fulnefs, and appear more gay and fprightly
in the prelence of his miftrefs ; that on other
occafions, when he is doubtful of fuccels

(Y2
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# ')‘{“ ” it adds to his natural peevifhne(s and taci-
v~ turnity, an air of melancholy and embar-

rafliment, which expofes him to the laughter
of all his acquaintance, and feldom or never
contributes any thing to advance his fuit.
When a few fingularities arifing from man-
ners and cuftoms are excepted, in every
other refpeét the courtthip of all polifhed
people is nearly the fame, and confifls
chiefly in the lover’s endeavouring, by every
art, to make his perfon and temper appear
as agreeable to his miftrefs as poflible; to
perfuade her, that his circumflances are
at leaft fuch as may enable him to indulge

her in every thing becoming her ftation, and
that his inclinations to do {o, are not in the
leaft to be doubted. Thefe great points
being gained, the lover has commonly little
elfe left to do, bat to enter into the poffef-
fion of his hopes, unlefs where each party,
urged by feparate interefls, propofes unrea-
hmqbl(_ conditions of hl[leLnt, which
frequently break off a match where every
other article has been agreed on.

In ancient times, heroes encountered one
another to render themfelves acceptable to

the ladies they adored. Duels were fought
between
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between private perfons to determine which
of thém fhould be the f{uccefsful lover: princes
led their armies into the field, to fight with
‘each other on the fame account; and fo rude
were the manners, that a king when he fell
inlove, inftead of endeavouring to gain the
obje€t by gentle and perfuafive methods,
frequently fent to demand her, by threaten-
ing fire and fword on a refufal. The Spani-
ards, a few centuries ago, as well as the
caveliers of many other nations, commenced
knights-errant; and rode about the country
fighting every thing that oppofed them, for
the honour of their miftrefles. We have
already feen, that in fome countries, the
faireft and moft noble virgins were allotted
as a reward to the greateft virtue, that in
others they were bafely facrificed to the
wretch who was able to give the highelt
price for them. But among the ancient
Saxons, at Magdeburgh, they had an infli-
tution fhill more fingular, the greateft beau-
ties, witha fum of money as the portion of
each, were at ftated times, depofited in the
hands of the magiftrates, to be publicly
fought for, and fell to the lot of thofe who
were moft famous at tilting,

Vou. I M m THaT
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Tuart the foft and compallionate temper
of woman; naturally averfe to fcenes of
horror and of blood, fhould be molfl eafily
gained by him who has moft diflinguifhed
himfelf in fcenes of that nature, appears at
firflt fight an inexplicable paradox; but the
difficulty vanifhes when we confider, that, in
rude and barbarous times, the weaknels of
the fex made their property, and their
beauty made their perfons, a prey to every
invader; and that it was only by fheltering
themfelves in the arms of the hero, that they
could attain to any fafety, or to any im-
portance. Hence the hero naturally became:
the ob of their ambition, and their grati-
tude for the proteétion of his power, obli
terated the idea of his crimes, magnified all
his virtues, and held him up as an objeét
of love. But befides, in the times of general
rapine and deveflation, it was only valour
and f{trength that could defend a man’s pro-
perty from being lawlelsly carried away,
and his family confequently ruined for want
of fubfiftence; and it was only by valour
and martial atchievements that ambition
could be gratified, that grandeur and power
could be attained. When we furvey all
thele reafons, our furprife that fo many
warriors
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warriors in former times fought themfelves €4 P.
. . . . XX1V,
into the arms of their miftreffes, will be (A~}

much abated.

For feveral centuries previous to the
reftoration of learning, the higheft ambition
of alady, was to obtain a valiant knight to
declare himfelf her champion, and a cele-
brated troubadour to fing the praifes of her
beauty. She who had arrived at this flatter-
ing diftinflion, was the envy of her own
fex, and the adoration of ours.’ Nor was
{he obliged by the etiquette of the times to
diffemble the fentiments fhe entertained of
her champion or her fonnetteer, fhe might,
in confiftency with the ftri€teft virtue and the
niceft delicacy, anfwer the proteftations of
the one, and the poems of the other, with
a freedom which in our days would be rec-
koned the ftrongeft fymptoms of forward-
nefs and indecency. Troubadours frequently
fung the praifes of beauty and of merit,
from motives of love and efteem; and not
lefs frequently to advance their own for-
tunes. They commonly travelled about
among, and were entertained by, the rich,
being for the moft part needy adventurers,
or prodigals who had fpent their fortunes;

Mm 2 they
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they thercfore gencrally fung the praifes of
the princefs at. whofe court, or baronefs at
whole caftle, they were enm:tained; and in
this cafe, regardlefs of beauty or merit, may
literally be faid to have fung for cake and
pudding.  When their figure was agrecable,
when their wit was lively, by their conftant
attention to all the little offices of the moft

ctravagant gallantry, they frequently cor-
nuted the hufband who fed them to fing the
praifes of ‘his wife; and what is not a little

extraordinary, fo facred was their charaer,
that juflice was commonly too feeble to
reach them; and even the combined powers
of jealoufy and revenge, which prompt the
foul to deeds of the moft daring hardihood,
were awed into fubmiffien by the vencration
in which they were held by the folly of the
times.

We have feen in the courfe of this work,
that women have been by authority expofed
to fale, we have feen that they have, by
order of the magiftrates, been publicly
fought for, and that, in the extenfive regions
of the Eaft, which compofe almoft half the
the globe, they are bought by a hufband as
his ox or his afs, and in many refpefls
treated
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treated by him worfe than thefe animals,
Such a treatment of the objeéts which na-
ture has taught us to love, and politenefs to
refpe@, excites our aftonifhment and indig-
nation, and we exult in the happier ftate of
our own country, when we confider it as not
degraded by any fuch inftances of defpotic
power, exercifed over a fex which nature
meant us to cherifh and defend. But our
exultation on this head is not perhaps fo
well founded, as we imagine; the

natrimo-
nial bargains every day concluded by all the
gunning of relations, and chicanery of law-
yers, are a proof that we not only fell the
fair fex, but difpole even of ourfelves for
the fake of their fortunes. Such a {pirit of
venality in either fex, is a flrong {ymptom
of the approaching ruin of the people
among whom it is found. Letus remem-
ber that wherever the women are the
{laves of a defpot, and that wherever the
men have become the flaves of women,
luxury and effeminacy have at lafl brought
them to. ruin.
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C H'A P- XXV,
Of Matrimony.

OME regulation of the commerce be-

tween the fexes, or the joining of males
and females together by mutual ties and
obligations, in order to preferve the peace
of fociety, and encourage population, feems
either to have been an innate principle in
the human mind, or to have arifen early
from neceflity ; as we find it, in one fhape*
or another, exifting over all the habitable
world: but nature only fitted the fexes
for each other, while fhe left it to the laws
of each country to inflitute the ceremonies
of their junétion,

ANTIQUARIANS, who have folicitoufly
endeavoured to trace the manners and cuf-
toms of pafl ages, and voyagers and tra-
vellers, who have depited thofe of the
prefent, have indifcriminately given the name
of marriage to every legal or cuftomary
junétion of the fexes, which they met with
in the countries, whofe records they have
fearched, or which they haye vifited in
perfon;
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perfon; and European readers, being ac-
cuftomed only to one kind of marriage,
have generally annexed the fame idea, which
the word conveys in their own country, to
the marriages of the people of all other na-
tions. Marriage, however, is fo far from
being an inftitution, fixed by permanent and
unalterable laws, that it has been continu-
ally varying in every period, and in every
country : and its prefent indiffoluble nature
among us, hardly bears the leaft refemblance
to what it was among many of the ancients,
or to what it js at prefent in feveral parts
of the world.

Many of the moft refpeftable authors *

of antiquity have related, that feveral na-
tions, during their rude and barbarous flate,
had not any idea of matrimony, nor any
regulation of the commerce between the
fexes; if this is a fat, it is intimately con-
netted with another; which is, that the
dawnings of civilization no fooner began to
appear, than thefe very people difcovered
the neceflity of fuch a regulation, and
carried it into execution, upon the beft
plans which their limited capacities were
capable of inventing. And we hefitate not

to
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to affirm, that, without it, there could be
no fafety for the individual. The natu-
ral progrefs of multiplication would be re-
tarded, and anarchy and confufion woul
univerfally prevail among mankind.

Preservarion of the individual, and
propagation of the fpecies, as they are two
of the great ends of our exiftence, are {o
intimately connetted with our nature, that
in a very early period, it muft have been
difcovered; that prefervation would be ex:
ceedingly precarious and uncertain, unlefs
individuals appropriated to themfelves the
produce of their hunting, and certain par-
cels of ground, from whence the means of
ht be derived. And if

that prefervation. mi
men found that they could not draw their
fubfiftence [o conveniently from the ground,
while it was in common ; the fame experi-

ence mult have difcovered to them, that
propagation could not be {o properly car-
5 individuals of the two fexes

rie (l on, unle
were appropriated to each other by fome
tie or obligation, which fhould hinder thén

from being confidered as common to the
es; but of what kind thefe ties
ions were, or how entered into,

whe

and obli
we
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e can now only conjefture. From the CHAP.
complexion of the times, however, we may o

fuppofe, that they were fimple, and not at-
tended with any remarkable pomp or cere-
mony. This we the more readily believe,
when we confider, that in the Mofaic hiftory
of the creation, our original mother is in-
troduced as the wife of Adam, without
taking notice of any ceremony performed
to make her fuch: and that there was none;
appears plain from the circumftances of her
cafe. Every marriage ceremony, is only a
mutual agreement between the contraéting
parties, to be faithful to each other, which
agreement is always made in the prefence
of witneffes. But while only one man,
and one woman exifted, they had no third
perfon to be a witnefs, nor could they pol-
fibly prove unfaithful to each other; confe-
quently could have no ufe for any mutual
engagement to fidelity; unlefs we can fup-
pole, that when their own pofterity became
of age, fuch engagement fliould become
neceffary on their account.  But here, if we
miftake not, nature has interpofed her au-
thority, by railing a horror at all incefluous
commerce,

Vor. 1L Nn
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In the primitive ages of the world, every
thing was done in the moft plain and fimple
manner; a man fet up a ftone, or erefted
apillar, to mark the fpot of ground he had
appropriated to his own ufe; and he took
unto himfelf a wife; that is, carried her
home to his houfe, and perhaps made her
promile to adhere to him only, and to affift
him in bringing up the children they might
have together. This feems to have been the
only mode in which marriages were origi-
nally contrafted ; at leaft it was.the mode
during the patriarchal ages. Lamech, one
of the fons of Adam, took unto himfelf
two wives. Abraham took unto himfelf a
wife. The other patriarchs and people fol-
lowed the example; and, for many centu-
the Ifraclitith women, and perhaps
thofe of other nations, were appropriated
to their hufbands in this fimple manner.

Bur befides thele marriages, by fimple
appropriation, there appear to have been
others of a nature {lill more fimple. Acci-
dental circumftances fometimes brought a
man and woman together; and when any
children were the produce of this cohabi-
tation, natural affeétion excited them to
remain
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remain together, and unite their endeavours A"
for the prefervation and maintenance of Ly

their offspring. A ftrong proof, that fuch
marriages exifted in ancient times, is, that
they were much in ufe among the Romans,
and are to be found at this day among fome
uncultivated people. The moft ancient kind
of marriage among the Romans, was when
a man and woman came together, without
any previous bargain; and having lived
together for fome time, found themfelves
infenfibly become {o neceflary to each other,
that they could not think of parting. Among
the Kalmuc Tartars, a young couple agree
between themfelves, retire for one year as
hufband and wife ; and if, in that time, the
woman brings forth a child, they remain to-
gether; if not, they either make trial of
another year, or agree to part. In the
ifland of Otaheite, the inhabitants purfue
incontinent gratifications, wherever incli-
nation leads them; but when a woman be-
comes pregnant, the father of her child
thereby becomes her hufband. Such are the
fimple modes of marrying, among people
unacquainted with the falfehood and dupli-
city introduced by civilization and refine-
ment of manners.
Nn 2 As
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U As the number of the human race in-

o creafed, and the number of incitements to
1\:::'::“ conjugal infidelity increafed alfo, the fimple
nies be-  modes o[appropriatinga woman, by carry-
comptes . 1ng herhome, or by living with her for fome
as fociety time, were found infufficient-either tocheck
her own inclination to infidelity, or fecure
her from the attacks of the licentious ; hence
methods of a more public and folemn nature
were contrived, and the marriage ceremony
probably converted into a covenant, with
fimilar ceremonies to the covenants that
were made at the eftablithing of peace, or
fecuring of property, Many and various
were the contrivances made ufe of to eftab-
lith and perpetuate the memory of thofe
covenants :  Abraham prefented Abimelech,
king of the Philiftines, with theep and oxen;
which he defired him, before witnefles, to
accept of as a token, that he fhould have
the property of a well which he had digged.
The Pheenicians fet up a flone, ora pillar,
or raifed a heap of ftones, as a memorial of
any public agreement; a practice which
was followed by many other nations. The
Scythians, in their alliances and ceremonies,
poured wine into an earthen veflel; and
having mixed it with the blood of the con-

trafling

advanced,
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tradting parties, thefe parties d:pped‘a fcy- chap.
mitet, fome arrows, a bill, and a Javelin v~y

into the veflel ; and after many imprecations
on him who fhould break the agreement,
they themfelves firft drank of the mixture,
and the reft of the company, as witneffes,
followed their example. ~ When the ancient
Arabians took an oath, they cut the hands
of the contraéting parties with a fharp ftone,
then pulled a tuft from the garment of each,
dipped them in the blood which flowed from
the wounds, and fprinkled the blood upon
feven ftones fet up between them, invoking
in the mean time Bacchus and Urania. The
ancient Medes and Lycians, in making pub-
lic agreements, wounded themfelves in the
arm, and the parties mutually fucked the
blood of each other. The Nafamones, in
pledging their faith to each other, mutually
prefented a cup of liquor, and if they had
none, they took up duft and put it in their
mouths, The Greeks and Romans, in their
public contraéts joined their hands together,
and fwore by their gods, by the tombs of
their anceftors, or by any other objeét ca

pable of exciting the greateft awe and
reverence. Such were the ceremonies at-
tending covenants and alliances in the pri

mitive
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CLAT tive ages; and as marriage was an alliance
L not only between the parties themfelves,
but their families and relations, it is proba-
ble that fome of thefe ceremonies were
made ufe of to ratify and confirm it.
By Bur though matrimonial agreements were
purchafed 5 .
andwhy, 10t only made public, but folemnly con-
firmed by fome of the above ceremonies ;
fuch is the proclivity to vice, that even
thefe were found infufficient to fecure fe-
male fidelity; and hence, perhaps, arofe the
cuftom of purchafing a wife from her rela-
tions for a flipulated price, and a few
prefents made to the bride herfelf; a cuftom
| alfo of great antiquity, for Jacob ferved
feven years for Rachel, and Sechem told
the brethren of Dinah that he would give
whatever they fhould afk for their fifter.
This method of marrying, as it augmented
the power of a hufband over his wile, gave
him greater fecurity for her good beha-
viour; for by the purchafe fhe became his
{lave, and on the lealt {ufpicion he could
confine her; or he could turn her away at
pleafure, if fhe did not anfiwer the purpofes
for which he intended her.

Taoucy
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Tuouen we are not perfeily certain
what were the ceremonies of marriage in

the primitive ages, it appears plain that the

commerce between the fexes began early to

be regulated; becaufe all the moft ancient |

traditions agree in afcribing that regulation
to their firft fovereigns and lawgivers.
Menes, who is faid to have been the firft
king of Egypt, is alfo faid to have been
the firft who introduced and fixed the laws
of mattimony among the Egyptians. The
Greeks give the honour of this heflitu-
tion to Cecrops; the Chinefe to Fo Hi,
their firft fovereign; the Peruvians to Man-
co-capac; and the Jews to God Almighty
himfelf. Nor does it only feen that matri-
mony was early introduced, but that at its
firft introduétion among moft nations, no
more than one woman was allowed to one
man. Jupiter had only his Juno; Pluto his
Proferpine; and Ofiris his Ifis. The ftolen
amours of the gods and heroes of antiquity,
and the condut of their wives upon dil-
covering them, feem all plainly to fhew
that their legal right of commerce with the
fex extended only to one woman. The
cafe, however, feems to have been otherwile

among the Jews, foras carly as the days of

Adam,
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- Adam, Lamech, one of his fons, introdu-
ced the pratlice of marrying a plurality of

wives; a pra€tice which was imitated by
the neighbouring nations, till in time it be-
came almoft univerfal.

From the eatlielt antiquity men were
accuftomed to fealt and rejoice together on
memorable events, and on the acquifition
of any thing they reckoned valuable : be-
fides the value flamped on a woman by love,
fhe was allo a confiderable acquifition, as fhe
flood in the quality of a fervant as well as
of a wife; in which laft quality fhe gave
her hufband likewife a profpeét of raifing
up children, to perpetuate his name, and
aflift him in old age, circumflances of the
utmolt importance in the primitive ages.
But befides thefe, a'wife was valuable on
another account.  While fociety was in its
infancy, almoft every family was at war with
its neighbours about the diftribution and
defence of property, and it was only by
the alliance of feveral families, that they
could fometimes be enabled to fupport
themfelves againft their more powerful ri-
vals. Such alliances, and fuch additional
ﬂrcngrh to families, came generally by

marrymg,
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marrying, on all thefe accounts, marriage CH“"

was confidered as an important tranfaftion,
and feafts were early inftituted at its cele-
bration; which feafts, we have reafon to
believe, were frequently the whole of the
ceremony ; ferved to make the contraét pub-
lic, and alfo in place of thofe writings which
in our times afcertain the rights and privi-
leges of the parties. Laban gathered his
friends together and made a marriage-feaft,
when he deceived Jacob by given him Leah
inflead of Rachel; but as this feaft is not
mentioned as any thing new or uncommon,
we have reafon to fuppofe the cuftom had
obtained long before that time. Sampfon,
when he married Delilah, made a feaft which
lalled feven days, “ for fo ufed the young
“men to do.” The Babylonians carried
marriage-feafts fo fuch an extraordinary
length, that many having ruined their for-
tunes by the expence, a fumptuary law was
made to curb the extravagance. Among
the ancient Scandinavians, almoft every
public tranfaétion was attended with a feaft,
and that at the celebration of a marriage was
a fecene of revelry and drunkennefs, which
was frequently produétive of the moft fatal
effets. The Phrygians too had fumptuous

Vour. Il Oo enter+
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entertainments on thefe occafions. Enter-
tainments alfo of a like nature were common
among the Jews in the time of our Saviour;
and they are at this day given almoft by all
nations, but more particularly by thofe,
among whom the excefs of politenefs has
not banifhed merriment and ruftic hofpi-
tality.

In an early period of the world, the in=
tereft, or f{ometimes the inclination, of
parents, when they had lived in a friendly
manner with, and contraéted a regard for,
their neighbours, naturally prompted them
to wifh, that a marriage between their own
children, and thofe of fuch neighbours
might take place, to flrengthen the alliance
of the families; and as this wifh was fre-
quently formed before the parties were of
an age proper for fuch a junétion, they fell
upon a method of fecuring them to cach
other, by what is called in the facred writ-
ings betrothing. This was agreeing on a
price to be paid for the bride, the time
when it fhould be paid, and when fhe {hould
be delivered into the hands of her hufband.
There were, according to the Talmudifts,
three ways of betrothing. The firft, by a
written
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written contra&t.  The fecond, by a verbal G} ™.
agreement, - accompanied with a piece of m

money. And the third, by the parties com-
ing together and living as hufband and
wife ; which could not properly be called
betrothing, i was marriage it/elf. The
written contraét was in the following words :
« On fuch a day, month, and year, A. the
« fon of B. has faid to D. the daughter of
«E., be thou my fpoufe according to the
« jaw of Mofes and of the Ifraelites, and I
« will give thee as a dowry for thy virginity
¢ the {fum of two hundred Suzims, as it is
¢ ordered by our law; and the faid D. hath
« promifed to be his {poufe upon the condi-
¢ tions aforefaid, which the faid A. doth
« promife to perform on the day of mar-
¢ riage; and to this the faid A. doth hereby
¢ bind himfelf, and all that he hath, to the
“ very cloak upon his back; engages him-
“{elf to love, honour, feed, clothe, and
¢ proteét her, and to perform all that is ge-
¢ nerally implied in contraéls of marriage in
¢ favour of the Ifraelitith wives.”

Tuz verbal agreement was made in the
prefence of a fufficient number of witnefles,
by the man faying to the woman, « Take

Qo 2 < this
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cuAP ¢ this money as a pledge, that at fuch atime
o “ I will take thee to be my wife.” A woman
who was by any of thefe methods betrothed
or bargained for, was almoft in every ref-
peéi by the law confidered as already mar-
ried, bound nearly by the fame ties and
obligations, and enjoyed nearly the fame
privileges and immunities, as fhe who atu-
ally lived and cohabited with her hufband,
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EH AP XXV

The fume Subjeét continued,

Cax) . 2 XXVI.
origin and progrefs of the matrimo- (~~_

nial compat have, for the moft part, been
cither general, or confined to periods in-
veloped in the darknefs of remote antiquity:
we fhall now endeavour to trace the ccremo-
pies and ufages of that compaft, through
ages which begin to be better known, and
in which, being furnifhed with more hiftori-
cal faéts, we fhall have the lels occafion to
fupply their place by probability and con-
Jjefture.

l I ITHERTO our obfervations on the CHA ¥

TuoucH, from what we have already
obferved, it is highly prefumable, that be
fore the legiflation of Mofes, the only mar- I
riage ceremonies among the Jews were

fending a few prefents, or feafting together,
to make the affair public; yet the Rabbies,
ever fertile in imagination, have told us the
contrary. ¢ Marriages,” fay they, © were
« even then agreed upon by the parents and

« rclations
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4L« relations of both fides; which being done,

o

“ the bridegroom was introduced to his
“ bride; prefents were mutually exchanged,
“ the contratt figned before witneffes, and
¢ the bride, having remained fome time with
 her relations, was fent away to the habi-
¢ tation of her hufband, in the night, with
¢ {inging, dancing, and the found of mufi-
¢ cal inftruments.”  Such, uccording to the
Rabbies, was the marriage ceremony prior
to the time of Moles; let us alfo take a view
of that which they tell us was inflituted by
him,

WiaeN the day appointed for celebrating
the wedding was come, which was generally
Friday for a maid, and Thurfday for a wi-
dow, tl

contraét of marriage was read in
the prefence of, and figned by at leaft ten
witnefles, who were free and of age. The
bride, who had taken care to bathe herfelf
the night before, appeared in all her fplend-
our, but veiled, in imitation of Rebecca,
who veiled herfelf when fhe came in fight
of Ifaac; fhe was then given to the bride-
groom by her parents, in words to this
¢ Take her, according to the law
and he received her, by faying,
< I take

purpofe
¢ of Mofe
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¢ I take her according to that law.” Some ¢Har

XXVI.

bleflings were then pronounced upon the _~~,

young couple, both by the parents and the
reft of the company.® The virgins fung a
marriage fong. The company then partook
of a repaft, the moft magnificent that the
parties could afford ; after which they began
a dance, the men round the bridegroom,
the women round the bride ; and this'dance,
they pretended, was of divine inflitution,
and an effential part of the ceremony. The
bride was then carried to the nuptial bed,
and the bridegroom left in the chamber
with her; when the company again returned
to their feafting and rejoicing, and the Rab-
bies inform us, that this feafling, when the
bride was a widow, lafted only three days,
but feven if {he was a virgin, A law, which
was {o obligatory, that if a man married

* The bleffings or prayers generally ran in this fiyle:

“thou, O Lord of heaven and earth, who haf

¢ own likenefs, and haft appointed woman to

« panion! Ble

thou, who £l
Bleffed art thou,
bride! who hatt or

“ nefs, peace, and mutval afection. Be p o blefs, not only thi

b joy for the mu

<4 of her childre dnefs to th

< groos

oy, and pf

# their dau;

feveral
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feveral wives in one day, he was bound to
allow a feaft of feven days to each of them,
in the order in which they were married.

In periods later than thefe we are now
confidering, the ceremonies of marriage
were, according to the Rabbies, confiderably
changed. Both the man and woman were
led to the houfe of marriage by their near-
eft friends, where ten people at leaft were tof
be prefent; there the bill of dowry being
publicly ratified, the man fpoke thus to
the woman : ¢ Be thou a wife to me, ac-
¢ cording to the law of Mofes, and I wilk
« worfhip and honour thee, according to the
“werd of Gody and will feed and govern
¢ thee, according to the caftom of thofe
« who worthip, honour, and govern their
« wivey faithfully. T
« of thy virginity, fifty fhekels.” At the
birth of a fon, the father planted a cedar;
and at that of a daughter, he planted a pine.
Of thefe trees the nuptial bed was con-
firuéted, when the parties, at whofe birth

ive thee, for dowry

they were planted; entered mnto the mar-
ried flates

Froxr

s
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Frou thefe imperfeét fketches of mar- C;‘{}/}’:

riage among the Jews, we now proceed to
confider it among the other nations of an-
tiquity. - The Egyptians attributed - the
introduftion of it to Menes their firft
fovereign. That it was early inftituted
among a people who took the lead in al-
moft every: thing that tended to improve
fociety, we kave little roomto doubt : but
though we have fome account of the feveral
ties and obligations of the married flate
among them, we are entirely ignorant of
the manner in which that ftate was entered
into. In this article, the hiftory of the
Philiftines, Canaanites, Carthaginians, and
many other nations, is involved in the fame
obfcurity.  Of the Philiftines, however, we
may obferve, that their ideas of marriage
mufl have been exceedingly crude and in-
digefted, as the father-in-law of Sampfon,
gave away his daughter Delilah, to another
hufband, upon Sampfon being fometime
abfent from her.

Tue ancient Aflyrians feem more tho-
roughly to have fettled and digefted the
affairs of marriage, than any of their
contemporaries. Once every year they af-
Vour. IL Pp fembled

Ve
Ceremo=
nies of
marriage
among
the an<
cients not
deferibed.,

Affyrian
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of th
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ko fembled together all the girls that were
~~u mMmatriageable, when the public crier put

them up to fale, one after another. For
her whofe figure was agreeable, and whofe
beauty was attralling, the rich ftrove againft
each other, who fhould give the higheft price;
which price was put into a public flock,
and diftributed in portions to thofe whom
nature had lefs liberally accomplifhed, and
whom nobody would take without a reward.
After the moft beautiful were all difpofed
of, the ordinary fort were alfo put up by
the public crier, and a certain fum of money
offered with each, proportioned to what it
was thought fhe flood in need of to bribe a
hufband to accept of her. When any man
offered to accept one of thefe, on the terms
upon which fhe was expofed to fale, the
crier proclaimed, that fuch a man had pro-
pofed to take fuch a woman, with fuch a
fum of money along with her, provided
none could be found who would take her
with lefs; and in this manner the fale went
on, till {he was at laft allotted to him who
offered to take her with the {malleft portion.
‘When this public fale was over, the pur-
chafers of thofe that were beautiful, were
not allowed to take them away, till they
had
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had paid down the price agreed on, and %4
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given fufficient fecurity that they would o

marry them ; nor, on the other hand, would
thofe who were to have a premium for ac-
cepting of fuchas were lefs beautiful, take
a delivery of them, till their portions were
previoufly paid. It is probable, that this
fale brought together too great multitudes
of people from inconvenient diftances, to
the detriment, perhaps, of agriculture and
commerce, and that frangers could not give
{ufficient fecurity to fulfil their bargains; for
a law was afterwards made, prohibiting the
inhabitants of different diftri€ts from inter-
marrying with each other, and ordaining,
that hufbands fhould not ufe their wives ill ;
a vague kind of ordonnance, which {hews
how imperfeétly legiflation was underftood
among thefe people.

History has not, {o far as we know,
given us any account of what was further
meant by marrying the woman, after hav-
ing thus publicly bargained for her. If we
may judge, however, from the cuftoms of
the times, and of the neighbouring nations,
we may {uppofe, that their further marriage
confifted only in taking honie to their houfes

Epic the
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the wives they had bought, and calling their
friends together to feaft with them, and be
witnefles of their fulfilling the engagement
they had entered into. Thefe hints con-
cerning matrimony among the Affyrians
plainly prove, that the proper regulation of
it was an objett of their moft {ferious atten-
tion; but another circumftance proves this
in a fill fironger manner. The Aflyrians
had a court, or tribunal, whofe only bufi-
nefs was to difpofe of young women in
marriage, and to fee the laws of that union
properly executed. What thefe laws were,
or how the execution of them was enforced,
are circumftances which have not been
handed down to us. But the erefling a
court folely for the purpofe of taking cogni-
zance of them, {uogcfh an idea lhdt they
were many and various,

In looking over the hiftory of the other
nations which flourifhed in the times un-
der review, we find no account of their
marriage-ceremonies till we come to the
Grecks ; and this filence on the fubjeét gives
us reafon to fuppole, that in many countries
really had no other than the fimple
mode of carrying home a bride, and making
afeall
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a feaft for her reception; this we are the
more inclined to believe, when we confider
the circumftantial detail we have, of many
of the public ceremonies of Darius, of
Cyrus, and fome others; that we are not
only told of their being married, but have
alfo an account of the time when, and the
perfons, to whom, but not the leaft account
of the manner how; which the hiftorians
of the times would fcarcely have omitted,
had their marriages been celebrated with
pomp and public ceremony.

Tuoucu Cecrops, the firlt king of the
Greceks, is fuppoled to have lived nearly
about the time of Mofes, and to have infti-
tuted marriage among his own people ; yet
during the whole of the heroic ages, which
lafted many centuries after Mofes, thele peo-
ple appear to have been fo rude and uncul-
tivated, that we cannot fuppole they had
brought this inflitution to any perfeétion,
cither in its ceremonies or itslaws. Whether
Cecrops ordained that the Greeks fhould
follow the cuftoms of the Egyptians in mar-
rying, or went a ftep farther, and fixed new
ceremontes of his own, we know not. We

are,
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are, however, informed, that at a marriage,
even in the heroic ages, there was a meet-
ing of relations and of neighbours; who,
in order to recal to memory the times of
fimplicity, when their anceftors lived almoft
entirely on the {pontaneous produétions of
the earth, prefented the new-married couple
with a bafket of acorns mixed with bread ;
a cuftom, which, perhaps, gave birth to the
nuptial {cattering of nuts among the Ro-
mans. At this meeting, the Greeks, ac-
cording to the hofpitality of uncultivated
people, had feaflings and rejoicings; as
appears from Thefeus being invited to the
nuptials of Pirithous, when he helped him
to kill a great number of Centaurs, who in
their cups had offered violence to the female
guefls at the wedding; and from the ftory
of Attis, the fon of Cybele, who was by
Midas to have been married to his daughter,
had not Cybele prevented it by breaking
into the city, and caufing a frenzy to fall
upon all thofe who affifted at the ceremony
of the nuptials. Some are of opinion, that
pledges and fecurities were, by the inftitu-
tion of Cecrops, mutually interchanged
between the parties; but this, and almoft
every other circumflance relative to the

mode
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only conjefture, we proceed to give fome o

account of that mode, in periods when the
hiftory of the Greeks is lefs involved in fa-
ble, and more diftinétly known.

As foon as the confent of the parents and Maning

relations was obtained, the parties were
fometimes betrothed, in thefe words: « I
“ give you this my daughter, to make you
“ the father of legitimate children.” After
which, the young couple plighted their faith
to each other by a kils, or joining together
their right hands, a cuftom obferved by the
Grecians in all their public agreements.
The Thebans plighted their faith to cach
other at the monument of Iolaus, who, after
he had been deified, was fuppofed to take
care of the affairs of love. The Athenian
virging, when marriageable, prefented baf-
kets of little curiofities to Diana, to obtain
leave to depart from her train, the being
elteemed the peculiar patron of maidens.
And before they could lawfully marry, they
prefented themfelves before her {hrine ' at
Brauron, an Athenian village, in order to
appeafe her for intending to depart from the
ftate of virginity, in which fhe fo much de-

lighted.

the
Greeks
afier they
became a
polifhed
peoples
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uv\'/ both fexes offcred, before their nuptials, a

{acrifice to Euclia, or Diana, to avert her
refentment againft them, for changing from
a fingle to a married life. Thefe facrifices
confifted in confecrated wafers, cakes, and
animals, which were {lain on her altars. Se-
veral of the other gods and goddefles had
facrifices offered at their altars on this oc-
cafion, as Jupiter, Juno, Minerva; and
Venus, who was generally invoked with
peculiar fervency, as being the goddefs of
love. The Lacedezmonians had an ancient
ftatue of this goddefs, to whom it was in-
cumbent upon all mothers to offer facrifices
of their daughters. The

on the mar

male and female deities
among the Greeks, who were concerned in
airs of love, made the invocations
and facrifices on this occafion a tedious af-
fair. Even the Fates were by no means to
be forgot, but to obtain the favour of the
Graces, the moft ample offerings were be-
flowed in the moft liberal manner.

Tue time appointed for thele ceremonies
was commonly the day before the marriage,
when the parties having cut off fome of their
hair,
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iair, prefented it to fuch deities as they moft c}{*xel"

tegarded, or to whom they thought them= L
felves under the greateft obligations:

But befides thefe facrifices preparatory
to thé marriage, other vi€tims were offered
at the folemnization of it; ahd on this oc-
cafioni, as foon as the vietms were {lain, they
were opened, the gall taken out, and thrown
behind the altat, to intimate that all gall and
bitternefs fhould be thrown behind the par+
ties, when they ehter into the married ftate:
The entrails were then' carefully infpected
by the foothfayers, and if they declared that
any thing unlucky appeared in them, the
nuptials were ecither delayed or entirely
broken off; and the fame thing took place if
any ill omen happened, during the celebra+
tion of them, as was the cafe at the marriagée
of Clitophon with Calligone, where, an
éagle having fnatched a piece of the vittim
from the altar, the whole company difperfed
in terror and conflernation. IYortunate
omens g

great joy, and the moft for-
tunate of all others, was a pair of turtles
feen in the air; as thoft birds were reckoned
the trueft emblem of conjugal love and
fidelity ; but if one of them wa feen alone;

Vou. IL Qq it
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ills attending an unhappy marriage. We
cannot help obferving here, to what a train
of groundlefs fears and apprehenfions fuper-
ftition fubjeéts her votaries, and how ealily
they may be deceived, in taking for the
denunciations of heaven, the frauds and
tricks of their enemies, as fometimes hap-
pened to the Greeks; if what is reported,
be true, that fuch as were averfe to a mar-
riage, or wifhed the parties to be unhappy,
fometimes took a fingle turtle along with
them, and letting it fly, either put an ‘end
to the ceremony, or filled the hearts of the
contrafting parties with terror and aftonifh-
ment; but we muft remark alfo, that thofe
who wifhed well to the young couple, fome-
times carried a pair of turtles along with
them, and by their flight diffufed joy and
gladnefs into all the company, and particu-
larly into thofe who were moft interefted in
the fate of the marriage.

Tur bride and brideg
drefled, and aderned with garlands of herbs
and flowers. Cakes made of Jefame, a plant
remarkable for its fruitfulnefs, were plenti-
fully diftributed among the company. The

houfe

room were richly
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houfe of the bridegroom was likewife adorned ©
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with garlands. A peflle was tied to the

door of it, a maid carried a fieve, and the
bride an earthen veflel withbarley, all which
were emblems of her future employment.
She was conduéted in the evening to the
houfe of her hufband in a chariot, feated
between the hufband and one of his rela-
tions; fervants carrying lighted torches im-
mediately before, and fingers and dancers
preceding the whole cavalcade. When the
bride alighted from the chariot, the axle-tree
of it was burnt, to fignify that there was no
method left for her to return back. As foon
as the young couple entered the houle, figs
and other fruits were thrown upon their
heads, to denote plenty ; and a fumptuous
entertainment was ready for them to partake
of, to.which all the relations on both fides
were invited. During the feaft, the deities
that prefided over marriage were invoked,
and honoured with mufic and dancing. The
chief intention of this feaft, according to
the Greek authors, was to make the mar-
siage publicly known, and on that account
was an eflential part of the ceremony.

0qi2 The
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Tue dancing ended, the married couple
were conveyed to their bed-chamber, pre-
vious to which, the bride bathed her feet in
water, always brought from the fountain
Callirhioe, on a fuperflitious opinion of fome
fecret virtues it contained; this done, fhe
was lighted to bed, by a number of torches,
according to her quality ; round one of thefe
torches, the bride’s mother tied her own
hair lace. It was alfo the privilege of the
mother to light the torches, a privilege of
which the Grecian matrons were exceed-
ingly tenacious. The young couple being
Jeft together, were, by the laws of Athens,
obliged to eat a quince, after which the
bridegroom proceeded to loofe the bride’s
girdle, the young men and maidens flanding
at the door finging epithalamia, the men
making a great noife with their feet and
voices to drown the cries of the bride,
This done, the company retired, and re-
turned in the morning, to falute the new-
married couple, and to fing epithalamia
again at the door of their bed-chamber*.

¢ Epithala

bride ox brideg

@ were marriage-fongs, ancien

y fung in praife of the

om, wifliing them happinicfs, profperity, and a nu-
merous ifue.

THESE
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bride prefented to her hufband a garment,
and prefents were made both to the bride-
groom and bride, by their relations ; they
confifted in fuch kinds of houfehold furni-
ture as were then made ufe of, and were
carried in great ftate to their houfe by a
company of women, preceded by a boy in
white apparel, with a lighted torch in his
hand, and between him and the women, a
perfon with a bafket of flowers, as cuftomary
at the Grecian proceflions,

Sucn were the moft material ceremo-

nies at the celebration of a Greek marriage. fome

A variety of others are frequently alluded
to in their Authors ; but as they would be
tedious to relate, and feemed to have been
lefs effential, we fhall pafs over them in
filence,

AT Sparta, marriages were conduéted in

a very different manner. When the preli-
minaries were fettled by a female match-
maker, fhe fhaved the bride, dreffed her in
man’s cloaths, and left her fitting upon a
mattrafs ; the bridegroom flole privately to
her, and having ftaid a fhort time, ftole as
pri-

XXVI.
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Other ce-
remon
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Manner
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privately away, a conduét which the laws of
that republic obliged a married couple to
obferve, in their intercourfe with each other,
through the whole of their lives,

ALmosT inzumerable inftances have con-
tributed to verify the obfervation, that
friends agree beft when they live feperate.
The reafon of this is plain. Every human
being has a certain fhare of follies and foi-
bles, which, though it may conceal from the
occafional vifitor, cannot efcape the notice
of one who is domefticated in the family.
This continual domeflication, this almoft
uninterrupted confinement to the company
of each other, foon gives an European
hufband and wife, an opportunity of dif-
covering every blemifh and imperfeétion ;
hence love dwindles into indifference, and
indifference grows into contempt. The
Spartan legiflator feems to have been aware
of this; he appears to have forefeen, that in
matrimony, as well as other friendfhips,
love apd regard would be diminifhed by too
Intimate an acquaintance, he therefore or-
dained, that hufband and wife fhould never
have it in their power fully to fhow their
weak fides to cach other; and by this
ordi-
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ordination he kept their love from l)cing ey
cloyed, and their friendfhip from being Lo
extinguifhed.

TuerEs were three different kinds of mar- A
riage among the Romans, diftinguithed from 5o
each other by the names of Conferration, :
Coemption, and Ufe; Conferration was the
manner in which only the pontiffs and other
priefts were married, ard was always cele-
brated by a prielt; and we call the attention
of our veaders to this remarkable ci
Slance, that, in the marriages of the ponty
of ancient Rome, long before the chrifiian
@ra, we difcover the firft inflance of priefis
having celebrated the rites of that infistution.
The ceremony confifted in the young cou-
ple eating a cake together, made only of
wheat, falt, and water ; part of which g
with other facrifices, were, in a fole

manner, offered to the gods of marriage,

Tue fecond kind of marriage, called
Coemption, was celebrated by the parties
folemnly pledging their

[aith to each other,
by giving and r(_‘c‘ei\'ing a piece of money;
a ceremony which was the moft common
way of marrying among the Romans, and

which
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. svhich continued in ufe even after they be«

came Chriftians. When writings were in-
troduced to teftify that a man and woman
had become hufband and wife, and alfo,
that the hufband had fettled a dower upon
his bride, thele writings were called Tabuli
Dotales, dowry tables ; and hence, perhaps,
the words in our marriage ceremony, I thee

endow:

Tue third kind of iharriage, denomina+
ted Ufe, was, when the accidental living
together of a man and woman had been
produétive of children, and they found it
neceflary, or convenient, on that, and other
accounts, to continue together; in which
cafe, if they agreed the matter between
themfelves, it became a valid marriage;
and the children were confidered as legiti-
mate. Something fimilar to this, is the pre-
fent cuftom in Scotland; where, if a man
and woman live together till they have
children; if the man marry the woman,
even upon his death-bed, all the antinuptial
children are thereby legitimated, and become
intitled to the honours and cftates of their
father. The cale is the fame in Hollandy
and fome parts of Germany; with thig

differs
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difference only, that all the children to be Sy 5
Iegmmated, muft appear with the father and vw

mother in the church, at the ceremony of
their matriage:

As foon as a marriage by Coemption of
Conferration was agreed upon, the augurs
wete confulted, that they might declare the
pleafure of the gods, and point out a fortu-
nate day for the celebration of it. When
the contraft was drawn up, it was fealed
with the feals of the parenits, and the bride’s
portion depofited in the hands of one of
thele augurs. The bridegroom fent to the
bride a plain iron ring. On the wedding-
day, while the bride’s head was drefling, it
was cuftomary to divide her hair into fix
trefles, with the point of a fpear, after the
manner of the veflals; to teach her that the
was to be a veftal to all but her hufband.
She was then crowned with a wreath of ver-
vain, and other herbs, gathered | by her own
]mmlx. Over the wreath they fom
threw a veil, and put on her
high heeled fhoes, of the fame colour s the
veil. In ancient Rome, when the couple
were ready for the ceremony, they put a
yoke upon their necks, called Comjugium ;

Vour. IL Rr and
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anid hence our word conjugal, or yoked to-
gether, is derived: a ceremony which is
more emblematical of the matrimonial ftate,
than any we have hitherto met with.  That
the bride might feem rcluftantly to part
with her virginity, they made a fhew of
forcing her from the arms of her mother;
five torches were always ufed on this occa-
fion, carried by five boys, previoufly wathed
and perfumed, in honour of the five divi-
nities of marriage,  Jupiter, Juno, Venus,
Diana, and the goddefs Perfuafion. She
was led by two young children to the houfe
of her hufband. A diftaff was carried behind
her, with a fpindle, and a trunk or bafket,
- toilette. When fhe arrived
adorned with gar<

m whick

at the door,
lands of flowers and evergreens, fire and

water tere prefented to her, and fhe was at
the fame time afked her name; to which {he
to fignify that fhe would
be as good a wife as Caia Cwxecilia, who was
famous for the domeftic and conjugal vir-
tues. Before {he entered the houfe, fhe was
fprinkled with luftral water, that her hufband
might receive her pure and undefiled. She
likewife put wool upon the door, and rub-
bed it with oil, or with the fat of fome
animal.

anfwered, Caz
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animal. This done, fhe was carried over the GHAS,
threfhold, which the augurs reckoned un. v~r~o

lucky for her to touch. Immediately after,
the keys of all things in the houfe were de-
livered to her, and fhe was fet upon a fheep’s
{kin with the wool on it, to teach her, that
fhe was from fuch materials to provide
cloaths for her family., After the young
couple were conduéled to their chamber,
immediately before the company took their
leave of them, the bridegroom fcattered nuts
to the children, and the men fung verfes, to
obviate charms and incantations., Care was
taken that there fhould be no lighl.z in the
nuptial chamber, to fpare the modefty of
the bride, and prevent the bridegroom from
difcovering her blemifhes. The next day,
the hufband gave a public entertainment,
when the bride, appearing on the fame
couch with him at table, leaned upon him
with an air of familiarity, and in her dif-
courfe feemed to glory {fo much in having
thrown off her virgin modefty, that it be-
came a provcrb in ROIDC, \\‘hrn a woman
talked indecently, to fay, fke talks like
brude.

R o Sucn




308
CHADM

XXVI.
(O]

THE“HISTORY

Sucn were the ceremonies by which a
hufband and wife were joined together, and
fuch the additional ceremonies that ferved
to give folemnity to their junfion. In the
c’urly periods of Rome, Romulus ordered,
that no woman fhould pretend to direét her
hufband, but that a hufband might difcard
his wife, if fhe poifoned the children, coun-
terfeited the keys, or committed adultery.
Subfequent periods, gave him a power to
infli€t a fuitable punifhment upon her, if {he
atted perverfely, difhoneftly, or drunk wine;
and even to kill her, if he furprifed her in
infidelity to his bed.  But all the privileges
were not on the fide of the hufband; fome
of a very extraordinary nature belonged to
the wives, or rather to the widows, of Ro-
mans. Children born ten months after the
death of the hufband were reckoned legiti-
mate; and Hadrian, thinking this period
too fhort, extended it to eleven.
the nprthern nations who were

AMONG

tontemporary with the Romans, and who

afterward overturned their empire, a fur-

ng fimilarity of manners was every

P
where obf

vable.  Wherever fighting was

gonce

they were univerfally diftin-
guifhed
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guifhed by a brutal ferocity ; while, in res
gard to the fair fex, they carried their po-
Jitenefs, in many particulars, to a degree
hardly known even among the moft civilized
nations, From the remotefl antiquity, they
confined themfelves to one wife, to whom
they were married in a manner more folemn
than we commonly meet with among a peo-
ple fo rude and uncultivated. = The father,
or guardian, gave away his daughter in
words to this effeét: «I give thee my
¢ daughter in honourable wedlock, to have
¢ the half of thy bed, the kecping of the
“ keys of thy houfe, one-third of the money
< thou art at prefent poflefled of, or fhalt
< poffels hereafter, and to enjoy the other
« rights appointed to wives by law.” = The
hufband then made his bride a prefent, by
way of dowry. The relations of both par-
ties were witneffes of what he gave ; which
were not things adapted to flatter her vanity,
or adorn her perfon, but commonly con-
fifted of fome oxen, a bridled horfe, or a
{hield, fpear, or fw ord In return for \»]ml

the bride made her hufband a

fome arms ; and the mutual interchange of
thefe prefents they efteemed an indiffoluble
fie, as they were given and re

cived before

witnefles
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witneffes the moft nearly conneied with
them, and before the connubial gods.

As modes and cuftoms are perpetually
changing with the times and circumftances,
this fimple ceremony, at laft, became more
complicated; the bridegroom fent all his
friends and relations to the houfe of the
bride’s father, who, with all the relations
on her fide, conduéted her from thence to
that of her future hufband, being led by a
matron, and followed by a company of
young maidens.  On her arrival, fhe was
received by the bridegroom, who proc(‘edcd
along with her to the church, where a
prieft performed the nuptial benediétion.
When the bride was a virgin, this was com-
monly done beneath a canopy,. to fave her
blufhes: when a widow, the canopy was
thought unneceflary. Among the Franks,
inftead of the church, marriages were to
be performed in a full court, where a buck-
ler had been three times lifted up, and three
caufes at leaft openly tried; otherwile it
was not valid. When it was done in the
church, the prieft afterward crowned the
young couple with flowers : fo crowned
they went home, fpent the afternoon in
drinking
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drinking and dancing, and at nigl?t, fheC ot
whole company having feen them in bed v~

together, drank to them, .and retired.
An ancient and inviolable cuftom pre-
vailed among the people we are now
confidering. Thebridegroom on the morn-
ing after the marriage, was obliged to
prefent the bride with a morgengabe, or
morning-gift ; which became, notwith{tand-
ing of the laws of marriage; her fole and
abfolute property, and might be difpofed of
in her life or at her death. This morgen-
gabe, at firft, was pml»a‘bly only money,
cattle, or furniture, afterward it was fre-
quently land ; and fuch was the influence of
the clergy, that they often prevailed on the
women to leave this land to the church.

Havixe thus far traced the ceremonies
of marriage, we think it neceflary 1o obferve,
that our fole intention was not to exhibit

thefe ceremonies for the entertainment of

our readers, but with a view alfo to difcover
whether marriage itfelf, and the various
modes of celebrating it, are of divine or
human inflitution.

In
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‘;““ P In the courfe of our narration, we have
KXVIL

v~ leen that the Jews attributed the inflitution
of marriage to the Creator himfelf; becaufe
he made, and brought to Adam, a female

companion ; but as upon this occafion, the

feripture mentions no fuch inflitution, we

may with equal reafon fuppofe, that he in-

ftituted marriage among the other animals,
becaufe he created them alfo male and fe-
male. We have further feen, that as the
Jews, in gencral, attributed the inftitution of
marriage to the Divinity, fo their Rabbies
attributed the inflitation of the ceremonies
with which it was{olemnized to Mofes, who
was divinely infpired. But Mofes mentions
no fuch thing, and has only in his code
of legiflation, iffued a few regulations for
It the conc

t of married people towards each
other, and the neceffity of thefe regulations
fhews, that mar 1age was, before his time, in
fo imperfect a ftate, that we cannot reafona-
bly fuppofe it to have been direéted by an
all perfeét being, The Liturgy alfo of our
church, confonant to the opinion of the
Jews, tells us, « that marriage was inftituted

“in the flate of innocency;” but we can
difcover no foundation for fuch affer-
tion; and the polygamy of the antedilu

viang




OF WOMEN.

813

Yiaris and pattiarchs plainly point out, that ¢ar.
it was then only a cuftomary agreement, or L~

at beft the work of fome bungling legiflator.
We do not hereby mean to depriciate mar-
tiage---on the contrary, we regard it as one
of the wifeft and moft neceflary regulations
of fociety; but, for the redfons alrcady
given; we confider it only as a human re-

gulation:

In the fhort hiftory we have given of the
rife and progrefs of matrimony among the
other primitive nations, we have fcarcely
found any of them even pretending that it
inflituted by their gods, but by their
firft legiflators, as by Menes in Egypt, and
by Cecrops in Greece; mnor have we found
even among the Jews themfelves, that either

W2

prophet or prieft were concerned in the
cele

bration of it, though they managed
every thing that was confidered as facred,
or of div

ne inflitution. The other primi-
tive nations had alfo priefts, to whom the
celebration of every holy rite was commit-

ted ; but the magiftrates, and relations of
the contraling parties, wete the only peo-
ple who concerned themfelves about the
tites of marriage; a ftrong prefur

Aitopea0 % S
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it was not confidered in any other light
than as a civil compaét.

It is a melancholy truth; that the im-
provement of fociety improves alfo the arts
of fraud and diffimulation, and renders a
far greater number of public ceremonies
and laws, neceffary to bind mankind to
good faith, than are required among a fim-
ple uncultivated people. This is one reafon
why we have feen the ceremonies of mar-
riage always becoming more complex, and
more folemn. The laws of Mofes, and of
almoft all the ancient legiflators, gave to
men, a liberty of polygamy, of concubi-
nage, and made divorces a matter of the
greateft facility ; hence men were only ac-
cuftomed to a yoke which felt light, and
was eafily fhaken off. But the chriftian
legiflator, viewing the two fexes with im-
partiality, defiroyed all thefe male privi-
leges, ordered only one man and one woman
to be joined together, and required the fame
abfolute ‘unconditional fidelity from both.
Unaccuftomed to this feeming feverity, and
confidering it as an infringement of their
liberty, the men became lefs faithful to
their wives, and fometimes endeavoured to

obtain
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obtain that freedom by the denial of their
marriage, which they could not hope for
from a divorce; hence, perhaps, religion
was firft called in, to overawe the confcience,
and make the compaét more {olemn.

We have already mentioned that among
the ancient Romans, hiftory gives us the firft
account of priefts having performed the nup-
tial ceremony ; and, as the chriftian religion
was early introduced into Rome; fromthe pa-
gan priefls, the chriftian clergy, perhaps, bor-
rowed the cuftom of celebrating marriages
alfo. But it was fome ages before mankind
began to confider thefe marriages, whichwere
folemnized by a prieft, as the only legal ones,
or before the priefts themfelves thought of
appropriating this privilege entirely to their
order. The Franks and {ome other chrifti-
ans were married in their courts of juftice,
by their relations -or magiftrates. Whether
chriftian priefts firft performed the ceremo-
nies of marriage, with a view to give them
an additional folemnity, and, by fo doing,
to induce the parties more flriétly to obferve
their obligations, or with a view to add to
the importance and revenues of the church,
is at this period uncertain, But however

Sfa that
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cHaP. that be, Soter, the fifiéenth bifhop whe fil-
U led St. Peter’s chair, . (for they had fearcely

then affumed the name and authority of
Pope) finding, that vefling the fole right
of performing marriage ceremonies in the
clergy, was likely to bring in a very con-
fiderable revenue, ordained, that no wo-
man fhould be deemed a lawful wife, unlefs
formally married by a prieft, and given
away by her parents, Though this was a
great innovation on the ancient cuftoms,
and perhaps encroachment on the right of
the civil power, we do not find that any
refitance was made to it at Rome. In
other parts of the chriftian world, however,
where the fucceffor of St. Peter had lefs in-
fluence, parents and magifirates flill con,
tinued to exert the power of marrying; but
this power feems, in procels of time, to have
been almoft entirely wrefled out of their
hands, to do which the more effetually, the
clergy dignified marriage with the name of
a facrament, in order to keep the prophane
laity entirely from adminiftering it; but at
what time they fell upon this expedient, is
not certainly known,

AFTER
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A¥?ER avariety of nations had fhaken
off the authority of the church of Rome,
they ftill left in the hands of their priefls, al-
moft an exclufive power of joining the fexes
together in marriage. This, however, ap-
pearsrather to have been by the tacit confen
of the civil power, than from any defe& in
its right and authority ; for in the time of
Oliver Cromwell, marriages were frequently
folemnized by the juflices of the peace; and
the clergy neither attempted to invalidate
them, nor to make the children proceeding
from them illegitimate; and when the pro-
vince of New England was firft fettled, one
of the earlieft laws of the colony was,\ that
the power of marrying fhould belong to the
magiftrates. How different was the cafe
with the firft French fettlers in Canada ! For
many years a prieft had not been feen in
that country, and a magiftrate could not
marry. The confequence was natural. Men
and women joined themfelves together as
hufband and wife, trufling to the vows and
promifes of each other. Father Charlevoix,
a Jeluit, at laft travelling into thefe wild
regions, found many of the fimple, innocent
inhabitants living in that manner; he re-
buked them with much feverity, enjoined

them
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them to do penance, and afterwards married
them. At the Refloration, the power of
marrying reverted again to the clergy. The
magiftrate, however, had not entirely re-
figned his right to that power; but it
was by a late at of parliament altogether
wrefted from him, and a penalty annexed
to the folemnization of it by any other per-
fon but a prieft,

WhaENcE it originated is not ealy to fay,
but a notion pretty generally prevails in this
and feveral other countries, that the clergy,
and they only, are vefted with a power from
heaven, of licenfing men and women to
come together for the purpofes of propaga-
tion*; whereas nothing can be more evi-
dent, than that the two fexes being made
for each other, have, from nature, the right
of coming together for this purpofe, and of
difpofing of themfelves to each other; fa

* This was not the only ufurpation of the clergy in the middle
ages, there were a varicty of others. Noman was allowed chriflian
busial who had not, according to his circumflances, bequeathed fome=
thing to the church. A new-married cou
bed tog:

were not allowed to go to
her for the firft three nights, unlefs they paid the church for
a difpenfation. In fhort, a man could ncither come into the world,

continue in it, nor go out of it, without being laid under contribution,
by the clergy.

that
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ceremony, does not confer any right or pri- L~

vilege on the parties, which they had not
before, but only in a public manner, and as
appointed by the legiflature of his country,
witnefles and authenticates the public decla-
ration ‘they make of having entered into a
matrimonial agreement according to the
laws and cuftoms of that country ; to which
bargain or agreement, this folemn and pub-
lic authentication obliges the parties to ftand,
and becomes their fecurity for the fidelity
of each other: thus, whether the marriage
ceremony be performed as it now is in moft
parts of the chriftian world, by a clergy-
man, or, as it formerly was, and fill is in
many parts of the globe, by a civit magi-
ftrate ; neither the a@ of the clergyman,
nor of the magiflrate, convey any right,
but only publicly record, that fuch par-
ties have entered with mutual confent on
the exercife of a right they have by nature;
in the fame manner, as when an heir at law
fucceeds to an eftate, the ceremonies cufto-
mary in the country where he refides at
entering him heir, do not convey to him
any new right to that eftate, but only pub-
licly declare and manifelt to his country,

that
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that he has entered into poffeffion of that

™o eftate by virtue of his inherent right as heir

to it by nature.

Tutre are many of out fair readers,
Who imagine that if marriage were only
confidered as a civil ceremony, it would
lofe much of its validity ; but a little reflec-
tion will difcover this to be an error. When
two or more people make an agreement to
do fuch and fuch offices, and to abftain
from the doing of others, if they take an
oath; on the Bible, or the Koran, or the
Talmud, at the altar, or in the open field
the oath is not by any of thefe additional
circumflar

es rendered more or lefs bind-
ing, unlefs to fuperflitious minds. Its force
and obligatory power is derived from another
{fource: from our regard to moral refitude;
and its obligation upon us would be as
firong, and a breach of it as immoral and
difhonourable, if we made it in our clofet,
as if before witneffes. Every perfon whofe
mind is not warped by fuperftition, confiders
himfelf to be as firmly bound by a civil as
areligious oath, and with an equal degree
of confeientioufnefs performs what he fwore,
at the bar, as at the altar; and were this
not
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not thecafe, wefhould either be obliged to call ¢# 4 =
XXVI.

in the aid of religion to every kind of obli-
gation; or to put an end to all mutual truft
and confidence in civil tranfaétions. Mar-
riage, thetefore, flands exattly in the fame
light as all other tranfa@tions of a nature in-
terefling to the public, it is not allowed that
every one fhould enter. info it according to
his own whim and caprice, but according
to all the forms and ceremonies prefcribed
by the laws of his country. In Japan, fhe
is only a lawful wife who is given by their
great regal pontiff. By the laws of Maho-
met, {he is only {o, who is married by the
Jjudge; and in a great many parts of the
world; fhe cannot be fo unlefs given by her
parents. By the decrees of the council of
Trent, fhe is only lawfully married who is
given in the prefence of at leaft three wit
nefles

In different countries the word marriage
admits of different fignifications. Among
the greatelt part of the ancients, it implied
a fort of bargain entered into between one
man and feveral women, that they fhould
ferve him, obey him, and be turned off at

Vou. IL Tt his
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caar his pleafure. In the Eaft it implies nearly
U~ the fame thing at this day. In the Greek

iflands, and mary other places, it fignifies
a temporary agreement between a man and
a woman, to cohabit together fo long as
they can agree, or find it convenient; and
{o long as the man can pay his fair partner
the fam for which {he ftipulated to live with
him. On the coaft of Guinea, and in many
parts of Afia, it fignifies a legal condemna-
tion of the fex to be the flaves of their huf-
bands, to labour for their fubfifience, and
fo rear their children. In Europe, it is a
mutual, and almoft indiffoluble agreement
between one man and one woman, to live
and cohabit together, through every cir-
cumftance of profperous and adverfe for-
tune, till death fhall feparate them.

Havine given thefe imperfet {ketches
of the origin and progrefs of marriage;
having marked as we came along, fome of
the caufes which rendered the celebration
of it more public and folemn, we now pro-
ceed to take a view of the manner in which
wives were formerly acquired; of the rights,
privileges, and immunities of married per-

fons 3
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fons; the reftraint laid upon them; and of gnaes
the cuftoms and ufages by which they are N
governed and direted in their conduét to

the world, and to one another.

ts CHAP,
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C HAP. XXVIL
The fume Subject continued.

HEREVER the rights of nature are

entire, women have a power to dif-

pofe of themfelves in marriage. Where thefe
rights are only in fome degree infringed, the
confent of parents, relations or guardians,
is neceflary. Where they are totally de-
{iroyed, the fex are difpofed of by their
parents and relations, in a manner little dif-
{erent from bargain and fale. The legiflator,
or the parents, almoft every where deny to
women who are under age, the liberty of
dilpofing of themfelves; and even fuch wo-
men as are of age, enjoy this liberty only
in Europe, and colonies peopled by Euro-
peans, Forme

y in England, when a girl,
between fourteen and twenty-one, got mar-
ried without the confent of her parents, the
law ordained no remedy for the evil ; but
by the late mariiage aét, all marriages con-
rafted in the time of minority, without fuch
confent, are declared null and void; and
parents, and guardians are invefted with a
power
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power of hindering their children, or wards, 14 -

XXVII,

from ‘marrying, till they have completed (~~,

their twenty-firft year. Among the Greeks,
Romans, and feveral other people, a woman
never obtained the power of chufing her part-
ner in wedlock. 'When the Roman empire
was overturned, when the feudal {yflem was
erefted on its ruins, it was ordained, that
no daughterof a vaffal fhould be given in
marriage, without the confent of the lord :
and at this day, the daughters of the great,
evenin the politeft countries of Europe, can
{carely be faid to enjoy any difpof

15 power
of themfelves, but are frequently ftipulated
for in a treaty of peace, or a family com-
patt, and at laft married, by proxy, to a man
whom they never faw, and confequently
. cannot tell whether they may love or hate,

In the moft early periods of time, a
woman feems to have been taken pofieflion
of for a wife, without any conditio

< 4 v
ment ; after thefe periods, the moft common

way of obtaining her feems to have been by
purchafing her from her relations. Abraham
bought Rebecca for his fon ; cob, defti-
tute of any thing to give, ferved Laban

fourteen years for his two d ug

and
Sechem,
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& Sechem, when in love with Jacob’s daughter,
L was determined not to break off the match
for whatever price her friends might fix
upon her. The fame cuftom is mentioned
in a variety of places of Homer. It was
praétifed .in Thrace, in Spain, Germany,
and Gaul. Itis now pratifed in Hindoftan,
China, Tartary, Turkey; by the Moors of
Africa, and the favages in a variety of other
parts of the world. In Gaul, during the
fifth century, the princefs Clotilda, daughter
of Gondebaud, king of the Burgundians,
being martied to Clovis by proxy, the proxy
prefented her with a fol and a denier, as the
price of her virginity. In England, a wife
was bought in a different manner; in the
time of Edward the Third, Richard de
Neville gave twenty palfreys to the king to
i obtain his requeft to Ifola Biffet, that fhe
fhould take him for a hufband. Roger Fitz-
Walter gave three good palfreys, to have
the king’s letter to Roger Betram’s mother,
that fhe {hould marry him. In thefe times,
when the kings of England exercifed fo un-
limited a power over their fubjeéts, the
king’s requeft, or his letter, amounted to an
ablolute command, and the money paid to

obtain thefe, was as literally the purchafe
of
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6f a wife, as if it had been paid for her GHa ™
4t a public fale. PG

I Timor, an ifland in the Indian Ocean,
itis faid, that parents fell their children to
purchafe more wives. In Circaflia, women
are reared and improved in beauty and every
alluring art, only for the purpofe of being
fold. The prince of the Circaffians, de-
manded from the prince of Mingrelia, an
hundred {laves loaded with tapefiry; an hun-
dred cows, as many oxen, and the fame
number of horfes, as the price of his fifter.
In New Zealand we meet with a cuftom
which may be called putchaling a wife for
a night, which is a proof that thofe muft
alfo be purchafed who are intended for a
longer duration. The Thracians put the
faireft of their virgins up to public fale.
The magiftrates of Crete had the fole power
of chufing partners in martiage for their
young men ; in the execution of this power;
the affeétion and intereft of the parties were
totally overlooked, and the good of the
ftate the only objett of attention; in pur-
fuing which, they always alloted the ftrongeft
and beft made of each fex to one another,

that
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GHAT \!Mt they m.zght raife up a generation of war
Yo riors, or of women fit to be the mothers

of warriors.

I the primitive ages, when the number
vhywives .

voughe  Of the human race was but few, when every
a dowr ~ mich fe Iv 1 im-
e >("( (?11(1 might conlulue-uu', appropriate to him.
- {elf, and culiivate {uch grounds as lay mofk

convenient for his ufe; when his wife and
children, as foon as they were able, affifled
in this and every other kind of labour; «
wife was rather an advantage than other=
wife, and therefore fhe was bought, both as
an inftrument of propagation, and an affif:
tant in the occupations of life. But as
focietie

were formed, lands and goods of
all kinds appropriated, and women became;
pethaps, lefs induftrious, ey ery addition to
a. fhmi]y became an additional expence ;
hence, inftead of a man paying a price for
his wife, ‘it was neceflary he {hould receive
fummhing along with her. Marriage, there«
iore, became a compact between oné man
and one or more women, aceording to the
cullom of the country, to join their flocks;
mterefls, and perfons together, ' that they
might be the better enabled to bring up a
family, and carry on the trade or bufinefy
by
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by which they were to acquire a fubfiftenice; ‘-‘)\‘;‘“‘,\""‘
The ftock or fortune of a woman fo mar- L~y

ried, was called her portion or dowry, and
in procefls of time came to be fettled upor
her as a fecurity from want, if her hufband
thould die before her:

As the Egyptians were fuppofed to be ©
the firft people who arrived at any degree
of cultivation, @mong them we meet with
the firft account of portions. Pharaoh gavé
the city of Gazer to Solomon king of
Ifracl, as a portion with his daughter. We
do not recolleét any other account of por-
tions till we come to the Greeks; ihen we
find Phares of Chalcedon, ordering, by a
law, that the rich fhould give portions with
their daughters to- the poor, but receive
none with fuch women as were married to
their fons. A law, which he had founded
on the cuftom of his country ; for Helen
brought to Menelaus the kingdom of Sparta,
and afterwards, in default, we fuppofe, of
male heirs, the daughters of feveral Grecian
kings carried the kingdoms of their fathers,
as dowries to their hufbands. Bat although
this was the cafe with regard to kingdoms,
et the contrary feems, in cafes of private

You: I, Uu property;

rigin of

portions.
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St property, to have been the general pralice,
L as we learn from the flory of Danaus, whole
daughters having rendered themfelves infa-
mous, their father coufed a proclamation to
be made, that he would not demand any
prefents from thofe who fhould marry them;
and from the condutt of Agamemnon to
Achilles, who tells him, that he will give
him one of his daughters in marriage, with-
out requiring any prefents. The prefents
ufually made on thofe occafions were of two
kinds; the firft was given to the father of
the lady, asa bribe or price to engage him
to give his daughter to the fuitor; the fe-
cond, to the lady herfelf, in order to gain
her affetion: and fome authors are of
opinion, that the prefents thus made to the
father and the daughter, were joined to-
gether to compolfe the fortune of the latter,
which was fettled upon her as her dower.
So that if the hufband did not literally pur-
chafe a bride, he bribed her to his arms, and
to an independence, with his own money.
This kind of dower, or {eparate property
of the wife, feems not only to have been an
carly cuftom, but alfo widely diffufed among
the ancients. In the laws of Hindoftan, it
is accurately fettled and defined; and in
Atrabia,
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Arabia, it took place fo long before the ap-
pearance of Mahomet, that in his time it
feems to have been thoroughly canvaffed
and underftood. The bridegroom fent ghe
prefents of which it confifted, from his houfe
to that of the bride, with fuch an ofienta-
tious pomp and parade, that though the
whole might have been carried by two or
three horfes or camels, twenty or thirty
at leaft were commonly employed for the
purpofe.

As the principles of equity and juftice
began to be unfolded, it was eafy to dif-
cover, that women who had affifted their
fathers and hufbands in acquiring the goods
of fortune, fhould not be givenin marriage
by the firlt without portions, nor left by the
laft at death without fettlements as an equi-
valent for thefe portions; hence the cuftom
of receiving a fortune with a bride, and
fettling at leaft an equivalent upon her and
her heirs, infinuated itfelf into every coun-
try, in proportion as its inhabitants became
civilized, and acquainted with the natural
rights of mankind.

Uu 2 BESIDES
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Besipes the methods of purchafing wives
of their relations, and agreeing with them-
felyes by a mutual compat; polygamy and
goncubinage are circumftances which greatly
influence the condu of a hufband towards
them.  Polygamy, or the cuftom of marry-
ing a plurality of women, began in a very
early period of the world. Lamech took
two wives, and from that time forward it is
probable, all the inhabitants of the Eafl fol.
lowed his example, and took as many as
their inclinations and circumftances would
allow of. From the manners of the primi-
tive ages, we may f{uppofe, that concubinage
followed foon after polygamy, though we
have no diflin€ account of it till (I

e time
of Abraham, in whofe hiflory we

are pre-
fented with the ceremony of making a con-
cubine; a ceremony which to us at this

period appears not lefs fingular than unna-
tural. Sarai, Abraham’s wile, being barren,
takes her handmaid Hagar, prefents her to
her hufband, and prays him to g0 in unta
her, and raife up feed to Sarai, Al(hough
we are not here told of any compulfion on
the part of Abraham, it would feem that
this was not altogether a voluntary a& of
his wife, as it is fo unnatural for one woman

19
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to allow another peaceably to fhare the em- C;}I{ Ae
braces of her hufband, which even now in ~~u

Hindoftan, where the praétice has fubfifted
time immemorial, the fex are brought 10
with the greateft difficulty; as we find by
one of the laws of that people, which or-
dains, ¢ that whatever a hufband, on his
¢ contratting a fecond marriage, may give
# his wife io pacify her, is to be reckoned
¢ her fole and abfolute property.”

Porvcamy and concubinage having in
procefs of time become fafhionable, the
women kept by the great were more for
grandeur and ftate, than for fatisfying the
animal appetite : Solomon had threefcore
queens, and fourfcore concubines, and vir-
gins without number. Maimon tells us,
that among the Jews a man might have a§
many wives as he pleafed, even to the
number of a hundred, and that it was not
in their power to hinder him, provided he
could maintain, and pay them all the con-
jugal debt once a weck ; but in this duty he
Was not to run in arrear to any of them
above one month, though with regard to
concubines he might do as he pleafed.

Tue
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THe ancient Germans were fo ftri@t mo-

v~ nogamifls®, that they reckoned it a fpecies

of polygamy for a woman to marry a fe-
cond hufband, even after the death of the
firlt.  « A woman,” faid they, « has but one
“ life, and one body, therefore fhould have
¢ but one hufband;” and befides, they added,
s that fhe who knows fhe is pever to have a
¢ fecond hufband, will the more value and
¢ endeavour to promote the happinefs and
« prelerve the life of the firft.” Among the
Heruli this idea was carried farther, a wo-
man was obliged to {trangle herfelf at the
death of her hufband, left fthe fhould after-
ward marry another; {o deteftable was poly-
gamy in the North, while in the Eaft it is
one of thefe privileges which they moft of
all others efteem, and maintain with fuch
inflexible firmnefs, that it will probably be
one of the laft of thofe that the Europeans
will wreft out of their hands.

Tue Egyptians, it is probable, did not
allow of polygamy, and as the Greeks bor-
rowed their inflitutions from them, it was
alfo forbid by the laws of Cecrops, though

* Monogamy is having oaly one wife,

concu-
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concubinage feems either to have been al-
lowed or overlooked ; for in the Odyfley of
Homer we find Ulyfles declaring himlelf to
be the fon of a concubine, which he cer-
tainly would not have done, had any great
degree of infamy been annexed to it. In
fome cafes, however, polygamy was allowed
in Greece, from a miftaken notion that it
would increafe population; in ethers the
laws fometimes took no notice of it. Euri-
pedes is faid to have had two wives, who, by
their conftant difagreement, gave him a
diflike to the whole fex; a fuppofition
which receives fome weight from thefe lines
of his Andromache:

———— ne’er will I commend

More beds, more wives than one, nor

children curs’d [of life.
With double mothers, banes and plagues
Socrates too had two wives, but the poor
culprit had as much reafon to repent of his

temerity ‘as Euripedes.

Porycamy feems not to have been en-

2 ] e i
tirely eradicated among the Chriftians in

the fixth century, as we find it then enated
n
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in the canons of one of their councils, that
il any one is married to many wives he fhall
do penance. Even the clergy themfelves;
in this period, praétifed bigamy*, as we find
it ordained by another council held at Nar-
bonne, that fuch elergyman as were biga-
mifts, thould only be prefbyters and deacons;
and fhould not be allowed to marry and
confecrate, In the eight century, Charle:
magne had two wives. Sigebert and Chil-
peric had allo a plurality, according to
Gregory of Tours. But our aftonifhment
is {lill more excited, to find inflances of bi-
gamy and polygamy fo late as the fixteenth
century. - The German reformers, though
their declared intention was to conform lic
terally to the precepts of the gofpel, were,
neverthelefs; inclined to introduce bigamy
as not inconfiftent with thefe precepts. Phi-
lip, Landgrave of Heffe Caflel, wanted, in
the lifetime of his wife, to marry a young
lady named Catharine Saal, and having
{fome fcruples of confcience, though in every
other refpect a man of good Jén/e, he feemed:
to believe that the approbation of Luther

* He who marries two wives commits bigamy; if more than tws,
it is polygamy.

and
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and his brethren, could fet afide the toral CHAP

turpitude of marrying two wives. He, there-
fore, reprefented to them his cafe, told them,
that his wife, the prince(s of Savoy, was,
ugly, had bad fmells about her, often got
drunk ; that his conftitution was fuch as laid
him under the frequent neceflity of gratify-
ing his appetite; and concluded with fome
artful hints, that unlefs they granted him a
difpenfation to marry another wife, he would
alk it of the pope. Luther upon this con-
voked a fynod of fix reformers, who found
that polygz amy had been praitifed by a Ro-
mon cmperor, and by feveral of the kings
of the Franks; that marriage was only a
civil Lompa& and that the gofpel had no
where in exprefs terms commanded mono-~
gamy. They therefore figned a permiffion
for Philip to marry another wife, which he
did foon after, with the feeming confent of
his firlt wife, the princef(s of Savoy. Thus
Luther exercifed an authority which even
the moft daring of the popes, in the pleni-
tude of his apoftolic power, had never ven-
tured to attempt.

Tue famous Jack of Leyden, who is fo
well known in hiftory, pretending to be a
Vour, IL Xx prophet

XXVII,
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SiA™ prophet and a king, gave out that in the

(o)

Inftances

of women

article of women he had a right to follow
the example of the kings of Ifracl, by tak-
ing as many wives as he thought proper.
‘Whether urged by privilege or inclination,
we know not, but he attvally proceeded
fo far as to marry feventeen; and had he
not been cut fhort in the career of his glory
and fanatifm, would probably have married
twice that namber.

As the men have almoft in all countries
- arrogated to themfelves the power of making

’Iaws and of governing the women, they
. have in a great variety of places indulged in
8 Y 8

a plurality of wives, but almoft entirely
debarred the women from a plurality of
hufbands, there are, neverthelefs, a few in-
ftances of their enjoying. in places where
their credit and influence feem equal if not
fuperior to their hufbands, this privilege.
Ve have already taken notice, that in fome
provinces of ancient Media, the women
had a plurality of hufbands, as the men in
others had a plurality of wives. On the
coaft of Malabar, a woman may have to the
number of twelve hufbands; and in fome
cantons of the Iroquois in North America,

fhe
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{hie may have feveral. ~Father Tanchard re- CHar
ports, that in the neighbourhood of Calicut, \ o
the women of the fuperior cafts may havea
variety of hufbands, and that fome of them
aftually have ten, all of whom they confider
as fo many flaves fubjeéted to their perfonal
charms. A gentleman, . who has lately
vifited the kingdoms of Bautan and Thibet,
obferves, that all the males of a family are
frequently ferved by one wife. Inflitutions
like thefe, as they militate againft the jurif-
diction of the men, and are deviations from
the cuftom of all other countries, muft have
originated from extraordinary and uncom-
mon circumitances ; but what thele were, or
when they took place, are among the defi-
derata of hiftory, which are never likely to
be cleared up.

It would only be treading the path, which
hundreds have trod before us, fhould we
attempt here to recite all the arguments that
have been ufed for and againft polygamy :
the greatelt part of thofe againft it, have
turned upon this hinge, that all men are by
nature equal, and have. conlequently an
equal right to awife; thatthe two fexes are
nearly equal in number; and where one

Xixio man
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 xxvi Man marries a variety of women, there can

be none left for feveral others. We pretend
not to favour polygamy, as we think it far
from being cither natural or political ; but
we cannot help obferving ane circumftance,
which swe do not recolle€t to have met with,
that in the countries where it is pradiifed, it
becomes in fome degree neceffary, on ac-
count of the great number of eunuchs,
which make the number of women greatly
exceed that of the men; fo that while the
infamous praétice of making eunuchs is al-
lowed, polygamy muft be allowed allo,
otherwife many women muft for ever wang
hufbands,

Confer. WHEREVER women are purchafed for
E‘F;Cffm money ; wherever they have not power to
MV prevent the practices of polygamy and con-
cubinage, the treatment they receive from

their hufbands is greatly influenced by thefe
circumftances. A man thinks it hard, if he

has not the liberty of difpofing of what he
purchafed, when he is no longer pleafed

with it : hence, wives that are bought, are
generally divorced at pleafure; and what

feems ftill lefs natural, they are fometimes
borrowed and lent, like a piece of money,

or
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or of furniture. The Spartans lent a wife
with as much indifference, as they would
have done a horfe, or an afs; and the elder
Cato is faid to have philofophifed himf{elf
into the fame cuftom. Where polygamy is
pratifed, women are but of little confe-
quence in fociety; hufbands, therefore, take
the liberty of ruling them more with the
ironrod of a tyrant, than the love and af-
fettion of an hufband,

MaTriMONY, in all nations, being a
compa& betweed a male and female, for
the purpofe of continning the fpecies, the
firlt and moft neceflary obligation of it has
been thought fidelity ; but, by various peo-
ple, this fidelity has been varioufly under-
flood. Almoft all nations, ancient and
modern, have agreed in requiring the moft
abfolute unconditional fidelity on the part
of the woman; while, on that of the man,
greater latitude has been given. Civilians,
who have endeavoured to affign a reafon for
this difference, tell us, that the hand of
feverity is held fo clofely over the inconti-
nence of married women, and fo much la-
titude given to the men, becaufe the men
generally have the care of providing for

the
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the offspring ; and it would be hard that
a man fhould be obliged to provide for,
and leave his eftate to children, which he
could never with certainty call his own,
were the fame indulgence given to the wo-
men as to the men. A fhorter way of ex-
plaining the matter would have been, to
have faid, that men are generally the legif-
lators. Where women have fhared in the
legiflation, they have put their own fex on

amore equal footing with ours,

Wiere civil fociety has made little or
no progrefs, the diftinguifhing charaéteriftic
of power is to tyrannize over weaknefs.
Hence the men, till they are foftened by
politencfs, and taught by cuftom to do
otherwife, commonly enflave and opprefs
the women, In what we have already re-
lated, fo many proofs of this have occurred,
that we need not again have recourfe to
par n‘\dnr inflances, We fhall therefore go
on to oblerve, that befides the illegal ad-

vantages, which power is ever apt to af-
fume, over weaknefs; as men were almoft
cvery where the Jawgivers, moft of the
legal advantages of matrimony were alfo
on their fide. Whoever among the Jews

had
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had married a wife, could not, on any ac-
count, be forted to leave her for the {pace
of one year. Among the Romans, even in
their moft polithed flate, ini certain cafes, the
hufband might proceed fo far as to punifh
his wife by death. Amongft almoft every
favage people, whipping, and even death
itfelf, are frequently inflicted by an enraged
hufband. In a council of the Chriflian pre-
lates and ‘clergy, held in the year 400, it
was decreed, that if any clergyman’s wife
had finned, her hufband fhould keep her
bound, and fafting in his houfe; only he

was

fhould not take away her life. Thi
giving an unlimited liberty to hufbands ;
every man might eafily charge his wife
with having finned, and confequently might
punifh her at his diferetion.

Tue Brazi

ans take as many wives as
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they think proper, difmifs them when they ,

find it convenient, and punifh their inconti-
nence with death. The Canadians, in fome
places, cut off the tip of their nofes, and
making a circular incifion on the crown of
their heads, take off a piece of the fealp,
for the fame erime. In Europe, the power
of a hufband is confiderably extended by

the
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the laws of the gofpel, and of the conftitus
tion, both over the perfon and property of
his wife; but this power is generally exe-
cuted with {o much lenity and indulgence;
that a firanger, on feeing a fpoufe and his
loving rib together, would be apt to imagine
it was placed on her fide. This is owing,
in fome meafure, to politenefs, as well as
to fortune.  For fuch is the power of for-
tune over the conduét of the human fpecies
to cach other, that it conftantly commands
at leaft the external appearance of deference
to the pofleflor. Wherever, therefore, por-
tions ate fafhionable, they obliterate the
{lavery of a wife to her hufband, put a ftop
to polygamy, and difcountenance concu-
binage ; for what woman will voluntarily
purchafe a tyrant, or give the whole of her
fortune for the fhare only of a hufband;
which fhare fhe muft maintain againft an
unlimited number of rivals, While an
European wife, therefore, bringing an ac-
quifition of wealth along with her, is treated
by her hufband as his equal, and frequently
honoured with {uperior notice, the wife of an
Eaftern, being purchaled, is confidered as
his flave ; is never allowed to eat with him;
feldom to fit down in his company, and
always
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dlways obliged to behave to him as t6 a4 CHAP.
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mafter and fupenor and not even content uw

with her paying him all thefe teflimonies of
refpect in his prefence; fhe is obliged to fub:
mit to a variety of mortifications in his ab-
fence: « If 4 man,” fays the Gentoo laws;
é goes on d jourtiey, his wife fhall not divert
¢ herfelf, nor play, nor fhall fee any public
¢ fhow; nor fhall laugh; nor fhall drefs her:
“ felf in jewels and fine cloaths, nor fhall fee
5 <Lmunrr nor hear mufic; nor fhall fit in
window, nor fhall ride out, nor fhall
é behold ary thing choice and rare; but
¢ fhall faften well the houfe-door; and red
** main private, and fhall not eat any dainty
“ viftuals; and fhall not blacken her eyes
*“ with eye-powder; and fhall not view her
el wa in a mirror; fhe fhall never exercife
herfclf in any fuch agreeable empl yment

¢ during the abfence of her hufband.” Foi
all xhcm mortifications, one would naturally
expett fome kind treatment and indulgence
from the hufband; when he returns home:
but the contrary is the cafe; for we are allo
informed by the fame laws, that if fhe
{colds him; he may tufn het away ; that he
imay do the fame, if fhe quartels with any
body elfe, {poils his or her property, or
Vou: IL Yy even
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even if the prefumes to eat before he has
finifhed his meal; and that he may ceafe
from all further conjugal duty, if fhe is
barren, or always brings forth daughters.

Bur befides afligning to a wife thefe mor-
tifications, fuperftition furnithed the Hindoo
allo with a method, which he fuppofed
would infallibly dete€t her infidelity in his
abfence. When he went abroad, he twifted
together, in a particular manner, two
branches of Retem; if on his return he
found them exaéily as he left them, he was
perfettly fatisfied that fhe had been chafte ;
but if any accident had in the leaft altered
or difcompofed them, all the proofs which
heaven and earth were able to afford, could
not vindicate her innocence, or fave her
from his chaftifement. Nor was the power
of a hufband exerted over his wife only
when fhe proved unfaithful to his bed, it
extended to a variety of other circumflan-
ces. If fhe went out of the houfe without
his confent. If fhe entered into the houfe
of a flranger. If fhe held difcourfe with
any other man than a Takier. If fhe ap-
peared with her bofom uncovered, and
with garments that did not reach from the
calf
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calf of her leg to the middle of her waift.
1f fhe laughed without drawing a veil over
her face. If fhe ftood at the door, or
Jooked out at the window, in all thefe, and
a variety of other cafes, fhe was liable to
be turned away, or correéted.

AvrrnouvcH the men have conftantly af-
fumed the power of making human, and
explaining divine, laws, yet they have not
left fuch women as entered into the ftate
of matrimony entirely without privileges.
Among the Jews, when a man married an
additional wife, the food, raiment, and
duty of a hufband, he was in noways to
diminifh to thole he had before. Mahomet,
when he permitted every man to have four
wives, eafily forefeeing that fome of them
would be neglefted, while others were
greater favourites, pofitively inftituted, that
every thing, as provifions, drefs, and the
duty of a hufband, fhould be equally di-
vided among them. In the Maldivian ifles,
aman is allowed to marry three wives, and
is obliged to obferve the fame law. This
law appears to have been made among the
Jews, in order to prevent the increafe of
polygamy, which was every day becoming

Noyee more
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more common; and the laft claufe of i
particularly feems to have been well calcu-
lated for that purpofe.

Az what period, or by whom, the laws
of the Egyptians were firft promulgated, is
uncertain ; but if what has been afferted by
fome ancient authors be true, that the men,
in their marriage contradls, promifed obe-
dience to their wives, we may fuppole that
the women had no inconfiderable fhare in
the legiflation, otherwife they could hardly
have obtained fo fingular a privilege. . But,
fingular as this privilege may appear, it is
yet exceeded by the power of wives in the
Marian iffands ; there, a wife is abfolutely
miftrefs of every thing in the houfe, not the
{malleft article of which ' can the hufband
dif;r:ore of without her permiffion ; and if he
proves ill-humoured, obftinate, or irregulay
in his condu@, the wife cither corrcfts, or
Jea him altogether, carrying all hey
moveables, property, and children along
with her, Should a hufband furprife his
wife in adultery, he may kill her gallant,
but by ng means muft ufe her ill. But
fhould a wife dete@ her hufband in the
fame crime, {he may condemn him to what

punifh-
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punifhment fhe pleafes; and to execute her © 28
vengeance, fhe aflembles al] the women in Wv

the neighbourhood, who, with their huf-
bands’ caps on their heads, and armed with
Jances, march to the houfe of the culprit,
tear up all his plants, defiroy his grain, and
hayving ruined every thing without doors,
fall like furies upon his houfe, and deftroy
it, together with the owner, if he is not al-
ready fled. But befides this punifbment
inflited on his incontinence, if the wife
does not like her hufband, fhe complains
that fhe cannot live with him, and gathers
together her relations, who, glad of the
opportunity, plunder his houlc and appro-
priate to the wife and to themfelves the
fpoil.  Such privileges, however, we can-
not fuppofe to be legal, as the inhabitants
of the Marian iflands are too rude to have
- many laws, and too little under the {ubj
fion of their governors, to obferve thofe
they have,

Sucn of the officers of the Grand Seig-
nior as are married to his daughters or
fifters, are honoured in pul
vate debafed by the alliance ;

, but in pri-

f(‘r r!1cy a
not allowed to come into, nor fit down in

the
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L th.c company, of their wives, wit.hout pere
o miffion, and almoft in every particular are

obliged to aét in a charaéter little lefs fubor-
dinate than the meaneft of their flaves ; nay,
fo far is their fubje@ion carried,  that ac-
cording to a writer of the laft century, when
the Grand Seignior gives a daughter, or a °
fiter, in marriage, he makes the following
fpeech: #I give thee this man to be thy
¢ flave; and if he offend thee in any cafe,
“ or be difobedicnt to thy will, I give thee
« this dagger to cut off his head;” andit is
added, that fhe conftantly wears the dagger,
as a fign of the power conferred upon her.
Among the Natches, the daughters of nobles
are by law obliged to marry into obfcure
families, that they may exert a governing
and direfting power over their hufbands;
which they do fo effefiually, that they turn
them away when they pleafe, and replace
them by others of the fame flation. Such
is their punithment for the flighter offences
againfl the majefly of their wives; but when
any of them are unfaithful to the marriage-
bed, thofe wives have a power of life or
death over them. Wives who are of the |
blood of their great fun, or chief, may have
as many gallants as they pleafe, nor muff
their
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their daftardly hufbands fo much as feem to SRR
feeit, But this is not all: fuch hufbands ~~o
muft, while in the prefence of their wives,

ftand in the moft refpettful poflure, accoft

them in the moft {ubmiflive tone, and are

not allowed to eat with them, nor derive

any privilege from fo exalted an alliance,

but exemption from labour, which is more

than counterbalanced by every fpecies of
debafement and mortification. The Moxes,

a people alfo of North America, are faid to

be obliged, by law, to yicld a moft obfequi-

ous obedience to theirwives, and to fhift

their habitations, and follow them, when,

and to whatever place they chufe to re-
move.

In Holland, where frugality and induftry
not only mark the charaéter of almoft every
individual, but even alfo of the legiflative
power, an extraordinary privilege is vefled
in fathers.  To prevent the prodigality
of their children, they may imprifon fuch

of them as they apprehend are likel
{pend their fortunes. Hufbands may ¢
cife a fimilar authority over their wives. But
what is ftill more extraordinary, and dif-
tinguifhes their code of legiflation from that

of

to
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of . every othet people in Europe, wives
may on the fame account imprifon their
hufbands. The laws, however; have in
fuch cafes; cautioufly guarded them fromi
fuffering in this manner through ctuelty or
wantonne(s of power, they require the moft
undeniable evidence, that the wife and her
family are in danger of being ruined, before
a magiftrate will deprive the hufband of his
liberty. Laws the moft favourable to li-
berty do not uniformly mark the legiflation
of Republics, there is not; perhaps, in the
moft defpotic kingdom on the globe, an in-
ftitution more calculated to deftroy freedom;,
than to veft the power of depriving of it,
in the hands of private perfons.

AMoné the @ncient Germans, and other
northern nations, we have feen that womer
were in general honoured and efteemed, but
we have no account of their wives being
diftinguifhed by any particular privilege:
Among a few of their tribes, however, who
allowed of polygamy, one of the wives al-
ways claimed and’exercifed a fuperiority
over the reft; but if fhe furvived her huf<
band, her prerogative was dearly purchafed,
fhe was obliged to burn herfelf on his funera}

pile
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pile. In Turkey, the privilege of a lawtul
wife is, that fhe can claim* her hufband
every Friday night; but every other night
he may, if he pleafes, dedicate to his con-
cubines. Even among the Hindoos, where
women have little regard paid to them but
as the inftruments of animal pleafure, the
property of a wife is fecured from her huf-
band; and we are told by their laws, that
he may not take it without her confent, un-
lefs on account of ficknels, or to fatisfy the
demands of a creditor, who has confined
him without vi€tuals; and that if, on any
other account, he fhould feize on 1t, he fhall
be obliged to repay it with intereft.

As fidelity to the marriage-bed, efpecially
on the part of the woman, has always been
confidered as one of tlie moft effential du-
tics of matrimony, all wife legiflators, in
order to fecure that fidelity, have annexed
fome punifhment to the breach of it; thefe
punifhments, however, have generally fome
reference to the manner in which wives
acquired, and to the value ftamped upon
them by civilization and politenefs of man-
ners. ' It is ordained by the Mofaic code,
that both the man and the woman taken in

Vou. Il Zz adultery

are
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S&ae adultery fhall be floned to death ; whence

Y\ it would feem, that no more latitude was
given to the one than the other: But this
was not the cafe; fuch an unlimited power
of concubinage was conferred on the men,
that we may fuppofe him highly licentious
indeed, who could not be {atisfied therewith,
without committing adultery. The Egyp-
tians, among whom women were greatly
efteemed, had a fingular method of punifh-
ing adulterers of both fexes; they cut off
the privy parts of the man, that he might
never be able to debauch another woman ;
and the nole of the woman, that {he might
never be the objett of temptation to another
man. According to Spelman, a law of a
fimilar nature was iffued by Canute, orders
ing the nofe and cars of that woman to be
cut off, who cohabited with any man be-
fides her own hufband.

PunisaMenTs nearly of the fame nature,
and perhaps nearly about the fame time,
were inflituted in the Eaflt Indies againft
adulterers ; but while thofe of the Lgyptians
originated from a love of virtue and of their
women, thofe of the Hindoos probably arofe
from jealoufy and revenge. It is ordained

by
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by their laws, « that if a man commit adul-
“ tery with a woman of a fuperior caft, he
¢ fhall be put to death. If by force he com-
“ mit adultery with a woman of an equal
« or inferior caft, the magifirate {hall confif~
% cate all his poffeffions, cut off his genitals,
« and caufe him to be carried round the
« city, mounted on an afs. If by fraud he
« commit adultery with a woman of an
¢ equal or inferior caft, the magifirate fhall
« take his poffeffions, brand him in the fore-
« head, and banifh him the kingdom.” Such
are the laws of this people, fo far as they
regard all the fuperior cafts, except the
Bramins; but if any of the moft inferior
cafts commit adultery with a woman of the
cafts greatly fuperior, he is not only to be
difmembered, but tied on a hot iron plate,
and burnt to death; whereas the higheft cafts
ay commit adultery with the very loweft,
for the moft trifling fine ; and a Bramin, or
prieft, can only fuffer by having the hair of
his head cut off; and, like the clergy of
Europe while under the dominion of the
Pope, he cannot be put to death for any
crime whatever. But the laws, of which
he is always the interpreter, are not fo fa-
vourable to his wife; they inflit a fevere

4z 2 difs
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difgrace upon her, if fhe commit adultery

Y with any of the higher cafts; but if with

the loweft, « the magiftrate fhall cut off her
< hair, anoint her body with Ghee, and caule
“ her to be carried through the whole city,
“ naked, and riding upon an afs; and fhall
¢ call her out on the north fide of the city,
“or caufe her to be eaten by dogs. If a
“ woman of any of the other cafts goees to
“aman, and entices him to have criminal
“ correfpondence with her, the magiftrate
< fhall cut off her ears, lips, and nofe, mount
“ her upon an afs, and drown her, or throw
“her to the dogs.” To the commiffion of
adultery with a dancing-gitl, or proftitute,
no punifhment nor fine is annexcd. Unlefs
we were thoroughly acquainted: with the
ideas entertained of riding upén an afs, we
cannot pretend to fay why it fhould have
been a punifhment infliéted on adulterers ;
but the inftances we have now given, are
not the only ones we meet with in hiftory,
where it was applied to this purpofe. Plu-
tarch tells us, that the Cumceans fet a woman
taken in adultery upon an afs, and led her
round the city, accounting her ever after

infamous, and nic naming her the afs rider,
The Pifdians treated an adulterer in the
fame
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fame manner as'the Cumeeans did an adul-
terels, and fligmatized him with the fame
degree of infamy,

Ir 1s worth remarking here, that the word

adultery, which among all other nations is
underflood to mean an illicit correfpondence
between married people, among the Hindoos
is extended to every fpecies of illicit com-
merce between the fexes; nor is it lefs
remarkable, that among this people, the
paffions are fo warm and ungovernable,
that every opportunity of comamitting this
crime, is confidered as an aétual commiflion

of it. They have three diftinét {pecies of

adultery. The firft is, “ when in a place
¢ where there are no other men, a perfon
“ holds any converfation with a woman, and
“ winks, and gallantries, and fmiles pals on

“ both fides; or the man and woman hold
“ converfation together in the morning, or
“in the evening, or at night, or the man
“ dallies with the woman’s cloaths, or when
“ they are together in a garden, or an unfre-
“ quented place, or bathe together in the
“ fame pool.” The fecond is, “ when a man
< fends fandal wood, or a flring of beads,
““ or vi€tuals and drink, or cloaths, or gold,

or
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“or jewels, to a woman.” The third is,
“ when a man and woman fleep and dally
« upon the fame carpet, or in fome retired
¢ place, kifs and embrace, and play with
¢ ecach other’s hair; or when the man car-
s ries the woman into a retired place, and
« the woman fays nothing.” Such are the
definitions of adultery in the laws of the
Hindoos; but in the punifhments annexed
to them, it appears that their legiflature
was not direfted {fo much by the moral tur-
pitude of the crime, as by the dignity of
the feveral cafls, and by that revenge which
fo naturally refults from jealoufy, ina cli-
mate where animal love is the predominant
paffion,

By the laws of Mofes, when a man
caught a betrothed virgin in the field, and
lay with her, he only was put to death; as
the law in that cafe fuppofed, that fhe had
cried and there was none to help her. But
in the city, if any one lay with a betrothed
virgin, they were both ftoned; for then the
law fuppofed, that if {he had cried, fhe
would have found affiftance to fave her from
the ravifher.  So great was the abhorrence
of adultery in the firft ages, that moft of

the
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| the ancient legiflators prohibited it by the Suat
fevereft penalties ; and there are flill extant
fome Greck copies of the Decalogue, where
this prohibition is placed before that againft
murder, fuppofing it to be the greater

crime.

a:
;;t

Iy the heroic ages, while revenge was al-
moft the only principle that atuated the
Grecks, adultery was frequently punifhed
by murder. In the Italian flates, in Spain
and Portugal, though they have proper laws
for the punifhment of this crime, revenge
confiders them as too mild, and cruelly
watches an opportunity of flabbing the of-
fender.  In no cafe has the principle of re-
venge operated more {trongly on the human
mind than in the punifhment of this crime.
When the Levite’s wife was defiled, it in-
ftigated the Ifraelites to take arms, and al-
molft to deftroy the whole tribe of Benjamin,
becaule they refufed to give up the adulter-
ers. Thyeftes having debauched the wife
of his brother Atreus, Atreusinvited him to
a feaft, andin revenge entertained him with
the flefh of his own fon. Margaret of Bur-
gundy, queen to Lewis Hutin king of France,

was
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was hanged for adultery ; but not contented
with the death of her gallants, they were
ordered to be flead alive.

So greatly does a man reckon himlfelf
difbonoured and affronted by the infidelity
of his wife, and fo ftrong is the principle
of revenge, that the punifhment of female
adulterers will frequently not wait for the
cool and dilatory fentence of the law, which
does not keep pace with the vengeance which
the hufband reckons due to the crime. In
fome places, the execution of this law is
left to the hufband. The Novels of Jufti-
nian gave a hufband a right to kill any per-
fon whom he fufpeéied of abufing his bed,
after he had given him three times warning
in writing before witnefles, not to converle
with her. Among the ancient Swedes and
Danes, if a hufband caught his' wife in
the aét of adultery, he might kill her, and
caftrate her gallant. And among fome of
the tribes of Tartars, it was not uncommon
for a hufband'to defiroy his wife even upon
fufpicion. Some of the caftern chiefs, on
{ulpicion of the infidelity of their wives and
concubines, order them to be buried up to
the chin, and left to expire in the utmoft

agony.




OF WOME

agony. The Grand Seignior, if he fufpeéts
any of his women, orders her to be fewed
in a fack, and thrown into the next river.
. Among the ancient Germans, the hufband
had a power of inftantly infli@ting punith-
ment on his adulterous wife; he cut off her
hair in the prefence of her relations, drove
her naked out of his houfe, and whipped her
through the city. In the kingdom of Be-

nin, the hufband exercifes a fimilar power:
Somewhat lefs fevere is the punifhment of
an adulterefs in feveral other countries,
where the fenfe of henour is lefs acute. The

Chincle, a phlegmatic kind of people, fell
an adulterefs for a flave, Their neighbours
of Laos do the fame. And in old times,
even the king of Wales thought a full re-
paration was made for the difhonour of defil-
ing his bed, by obliging the offender to pay
arod of pure gold, of the thicknefs of the

finger of a ploughman, wh

had ploughed

nine years, and which would reach 1 the
ground to the king’s mouth when fitting.
Adulterers are at this time in England and
feveral other countries, punifthed by a fine,
as a compenfation to the hufband for having
injured his honour. Sucha mode of punifh-
ment, however, fometimes opens a door to

Vou, II, Aad one
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one of the moft infamous praitices; it tempts
an unworthy hufband to make a market of
the incontinence of his wife. Among the
modern Jews, an adulterer is in winter im-
merfed in cold water feveral days together,
without any regard to the feverity of the
feafon ; and obliged to fland there till an
egg is boiled hard. In fummer his punifh-
ment is {lill more remarkable; heis ftripped
naked, and expofed to be flung for fome
days by bees and ants. By an ancient law
of England, an adulterer became the pro-
perty of the king, who might put him to
hard labour at home, or employ him in the
wars abroad.

In what has been now oblerved, we fe&
the gradation of the ideas concerning adul-
tery. Among fome people it is thought a
crime not to be expiated but with death;
among others whipping is reckoned a fuffi-
cient punifhment ; others again think a fine
fully compentfates for it; while in fome fa-
vage countries, it is not confidered as having
the {malleft degree of eriminality. In Loui-
fiana, Pegu, Siam, Cambodia, and Cochin~
china, it is even looked upon as an honour ;
they prefent to {lrangers their wives and

daughters,
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daughters, and think it a difgrace to their
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beauty and merit if they are refufed. Hero- ~~

dotus mentions a people called Gendanes,
whofe wives gloried fo much in their de-
bauchery, that they were authorized to add
an additional border to their garment for
every new lover; and fhe who wore the
greateft number of thefe borders, was moft
envied by her own fex, and efteemed by ours.

Waere the punifhment of adultery is
vefted in the laws of the country, it is com-
monly lefs fevere, than where vefted in the
hands of the party offended; and even when
in the hands of the offended, it is commonly
more or lefs fevere according to the ideas
entertained of women, and to the power
aflumed over them ; where it is vefted in the
hands of the women, though it may not
be more fevere than when in thofe of their
hufbands, yet as their paffions and jealoufies
are {lronger, they are apt to infli¢t it where
the certainty of the guilt is not fo well
afcertained.

Or all the modes which have been adopt-
ed for the punifhment of adultery, with the
greateft cfficacy, and at the fame time with

Aaaz the
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the leaft {eeming feverity, we give the pre-
ference to thefe which follow : Edgar king
of England enated, that an adulterer of
cither fex fhould, for the fpace of feven
years, live three days every week upon
i)n'ad and water, Canute, in the beginning
of his reign, finding that the punifhment
then in ufe of cutting off the nofe and the
ears, did not anfwer the purpofe ; decreed,
that fuch as broke their conjugal vow
thould be condemned to perpetual celibacy,
A fimilar idea for the punithment of the

g8 to the
Mufl\ohgc Americans, a people noway fa-
mous for ingmmily in legiflation; they
oblige the adulterefs to obferve the firiéteft
continence during four full meons from the
time that her crime was difcovered. Per-
haps this idea of a mild and efficacious
punifhment was more perfectly concei

d
by the Greeks, than in any of the f

oregoing
inftances, In fome of their

tates, a woman
this manner, was never after
1to adorn herfelfwith fine cloaths, and
1e did, any one might tear them off, and
, {0 as rot to deftroy or difable her
5 were fubjeét to the fame tre
mentif they were found i

beat

n the temples of
the
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the gods,” and their hufbands were forbid Cuwr.
ever to cohabit with them under the pain of vw

being declared infamous.

W might eafily infert here, ava ariety of
other methods of punifhing adultery, butas
thefe few convey a tolerable idea of the
fentiments entertained of this crime in dif-
ferent periods, and by different people, we
fhall proceed to oblerve, that the canon
law, following rather the footfleps of Mofes
than of Jefus, always condemned adulterers
to death : onc of the canons has thefe re-
markable words, « Let adulterers be {loned,
¢ that they may ceale to increafe, who will
“ not ceafe to be defiled.” And Pope Sixtus
Quintus, not content with the -death of
adulterers themfelves ordained, that fuch
hufbands as knew their wives to be unfaith-
ful, and did not complain to him, {hould be
put to death alfo. Amid all this f'/;{‘:n:::g‘
regard for conjugal fidelity and fané tity of
manners, we are forry to oblerve, that the
clergy of the middle ages, while they enafled
canons againft, and I,um(hul adultery with
eXxcommunication, were themfelves

a kind
of licenfed ﬂdu.n,rcrs. Debarred from mar-
riage, regardlefs of charafter, and exempted

from
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char from the punifhments infliGted on the laitys
v~y their thamelefs debaucheries were often car-
ried to fuch lengths as we could fcarcely
credit, were we not affured of them by the

moft authentic records.

In the primitive ages, before the laws of
matrimony were properly underftood and
digefled, and before the rights of women
were fettled upon any other bafis than the
pleafure of their parents and hufbands, the
facility of divorcing or putting away a wife,
was almoft equal to that of obtaining her.
The ancient Ifraelites had a power of divorc-
ing their wives at pleafure, “ When a man,
fays Mofes, ¢ hath taken a wife and married
“ her, and it come to pafs that fhe find ng
¢ favour in his eyes, becaufe he hath found
“in her fome uncleannefs, then let him
¢ write a bill of divorcement®, and give it

vorce.

hias not told us what was the form of a bill of divorcement 3
gto the Rabbics, it w

s follows: O fuch a day,
““month, and year, I A. of fuch a place, upon, or near fuch a river,
“do of my own free confent and choice, repudiate thee B. my late
¢ “wife, banifh thee from nfe, and reftore thee to thy own liberty, and
i “ thou mayeft henceforth go whither, and marry whom thou will, and.
““this is thy bill of divorcement and writing of expulfion, according
“to the law of Mofes and Ifiacl ™ This bill was to be figned and
delivered in the prefence of a lealt two witneffes, was to be wrote

 intq
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& into her hand, and fend her out of his C}f;{;};‘

houfe.” This vague expreflion of unclean-
nefs gave occafion among the Jews to the
moft frequent divorces, even upon every
trifling occafion, infomuch that one of their
Rabbies tells us, it was lawful, and fome-
times prattifed by a hufband, if a wife
fpoiled his dinner; and by another, that a
hufband mighit give his wife a bill of divorce,
if he met with a woman who pleafed him
better. A privilege which gave this fickle
people fuch dn unlimited right of getting rid
of their wives when difagreeable to them,
was highly valued, and reckoned one of
their diftinguifhing prerogatives; but he
who deflowered a virgin forfeited it, and
the law obliged him, in compenfation for
that injury, not only to pay her father fifty
fhekels of filver, but to marry and retain her
for life. Wis it poffible to devife a law that
more firongly protetted female chaflity ?

But this facility of divorcing was not
peculiar to the Jews, it refulted from the

wpon a particular kind of parchment, in a particular letter, and with
u particular ink, and was to undergo feveral formalitics and examina-
tions, devifed in thofe times as a counterpoife againft the too great
facility of feparation.

nature

o
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nature of the matrimonial engagement; fot
when a man purchafed his wife as he did «
flave, it naturally followed that he might
turn her off when he found that fhe did not
" anlwer the purpole for which he intended
her.. But in countries where the natural
rights of women are citablifhed, where the
bargain is between the man and his wife, is

conditional, and the fortunes of both are
joined in one common ftock, the nature of
this bargain implics, that neither of them
are ptivileged to difmifs the other without
a juft caufe. In many parts of the world,
this caufe has been conftrued to be a mutual
diflike of the parties, and a mutual confent

of feparation ; in others it
the woman. In moft place:

barrennefs of

s of Europe, no
caufe has been deemed valid, except adultery
and impotence. ‘The Ftench have reckoned
inequality of rank and fortune, a fufficient
caufe of divorce; as if the laws of heaver
were tegulated by the number of lewis dors,
or the title bellowed by a prince. The
Turks, in dire oppofition to this cuftom;

e take wives from their own flaves, and never
i fuppofe that difference of  condition can

I interfere with happinefs, or be the caufe of
feparation.  Several of the primitive councils

enjoined
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enjoined-a hufband, for the falvation of his &P
foul, and on pain of fpiritual cenfure, to Lo

puit away his adulterous wife. The council
of Trent, of a widely different opinion, not
only decreed that the marriage-bond was
indiffoluble, but alfo pronounced an Ana-
thema againft all who fhould prefume to
think, that affairs relating to marriage were
cognizable in any other than an ecclefiaftical
court*; notwithftanding this, the Pope, who
frequently: arrogated to himfelf a power of
trampling on all the laws of heaven and
olved marriages either

earth, frequently di
with or without caufe; when it fuited his
intereft, or the parties were able to give him
a handfome reward; while the poor plain-
tiff could not be admitted to a hearing, at
the chair of him who ftyles himfelf /ervant

of fervants.

Encrisy lawyers, ever fond of verbofity
and endlefs diftinétions, have divided di-

* Tt is remarkable that the council of Trerit did not ifite this decree

as their own opinion, or 5 the mandate of the feripture, but £

deeree of our o
dained, that only one man and one wom:
In what atchives did the feverend

have been excellent antiquarians !

Vou, II, Bbb vorces
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‘;’\"{‘"" vorces into two kinds; the firft, when the
Uy~ party is divorced from bed and board, but
not allowed to marry again; the fecond,
when he or fhe is divorced or loofened from
the chains of ‘matrimony, and allowed to
marry again at pleafure: but neither' of
thefe kind of divorces can be obtained by
any other means than a proof of adultery.
Milton, and feveral other writers who fol-
lowed him, galled by the indiffoluble chain
which they thought themfelves intitled to
break; have endeavoured, by a variety of
arguments, to fhew, that equity, natural
juftice, and found policy, all diftate, that
the matrimonial compaét ought to be dif-
{olv:
befides adultery. The legiflature has, how-

1 from a variety of other caufes

ever, hitherto taken no notice of thefe ar-
guments. When philofophy and reafo
Jlitl farther enlightened the human mind, they
may perhaps undergo a _ferutiny, and from
that Jerutiny,  fome mew regulations may

arife.

n have

‘\’"“’“ ° IN rude and uncultivated ftates of fo-
e ciety, we have ft the power of divorce

is placed in the hufband ; in civil fociety, it
: but in fome flates it
2 appears

0 tha

wivs. 15 vefted in the law
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appears to have been occupied by, and in ¢¥ A -
others formerly vefted in, the women. Jofe- _~~,
phus tell us, that Salome, fifter to Herod
the Great, was the firt who took upon her
to repudiate her hufband, and that her exam-
ple was foon followed by many others; this
we may alfo learn from Juvenal, who fays,

While the laft wedding-feaft is {carcely o'er,
And garlands hang yet green upon the door;
So ftill the reck’ning rifes, and appears

In total fum, eight hufbands in five years,

And of Martial, who declares that,
s

Within the fpace of thirty days were led
Ten hufbands gay, to Thelefina’s bed. -

Among the Cherokees, the women are faid
to marry as many hufbands as they think
proper, and to change and divorce them at
pleafure; a cuftom, which with little varia-
tion, we have already feen praéiifed by the
women of feveral other countries.

Bbb 2 CH AR,
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CHAP XXVIII,

The fame Subjefl continued.

CHAP. HOUGH we have feen in the courfg

XXVIIL - it
(G2%V] of our enquiry, that the ideas of the

matrimonial compaét, and of the duties and
privileges of the parties entering into it, have
been very different in different periods, and
among different people; yet, as any regu-
lation of the commerce between the fexes
is better than a vague and undetermined
commerce, every well governed flate has
folicitoufly endeavoured either to promote
that kind of matrimony already in ufe, or
to reftify its errors, and model it in a newy
and better manner,

In fome countries matrimony was con-
fidered as an almoft indifpenfible obligation
upon the fair {ex, hence the Ifraelitith dam-
fels bev
was like

iled their virginity, when death

7 to {natch them from the world in
their virgin flat
only women who reckoned perpetual vir-
ginity a misfortune. The ancient Perfians
were

; but they were not the
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were of opinion, that matrimony- was fo
effentially neceffary, that fuch of either fex
as died fingle mufl infallibly be unhappy in
the next world. This opinion gave birth to
the moft fingular cuftom we meet with in
hiftory. When any one died unmarried, a
relation, or, in default of fuch, a perfon
hired for the purpofe, was folemnly married
to the deceafed, as foon as it could conveni-
ently be done after death, as the only re-
compence now left for having negletted
it in life.

Ripicurous as a marriage of this kind
muft be when viewed in the eye of reafon,
the two following inftances are, perhaps, ftill
more {o, and fhew what follies mankind may
be led into by ignorance and vanity. The
Canadians, before they ufe their fein, or
great net, marry it to two young virgins;

1, while
they are regaling themfelves with it, place
the fein between the brides, tell it what ho-
nour they have conferred on it, exhort it to
be grateful, and take them plenty of fith;
and farther, to induce it to comply with
their withes, they make fome prefents to the
fathers of the damfels, to whom they have

joined

and having prepared a marriage-f
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$UA D joined it, and promife them more, that in-

v tereft, as well as gratitude, may confpire to
make it perform its duty, The Doge of
Venice is annually married to the fea; the
ceremony is performed with great pomp and
folemnity ; the Doge drops a gold-ring from
the flern of his fhip, and fays, « We efpoufe
< thee, O fea! infignof our perpetual do-
¢ minicn over thee,”

Tue Turks of this prefent period at Cons
flantinople, reckoning the firfl great com-
mand, “increafe and multiply,” the moft
neceflary of all others, entertain the fame
the Perfians, though
they take no fuch ridiculous methods of en-
deavouring to obviate the effeéts of it on
their future happinefs, « Every woman,”
fay they, ¢ was made to have as many
“ children as fhe can, fhe, therefore, who
¢ dies unmarried, dies in flate of repro-
“ bation.”  Virginity was likewife reckoned
a misfortune and difgrace by the Greek
women; Sophocles introduces Eleftra be-
wailing her hard fate in not being married ;
i) and Polycrates, tyrant of Samos, being an-

gry with his daughter for diffuading him
from going to meet Orates, governor of
Sardis,

opinion of virginity
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Sardis, threatens her, that {hould he return

riage for a long time. ~ But this female dif-
like to living fingle, has rot been peculiar
to any period or people, it has univerfally
prevailed among the fex.  In many nations,
laws have been promulgated to prompt the
men to enter into matrimony, to prompt
the women none have ever been needed.
“ Young women,” fays the celebrated Mon-
tefquieu, “ who are conduéted by marriage
« alone to liberty and pleafute, have {uffi-
< cient inducements to lead them on to
 that fate; it is the young men that want
# to be encouraged.”

A varieTy of encouragements have
accordingly been offered by the wifeft legif
12\(07‘: to tt’!“i’)t )'O\mg men i:‘.‘() n)ﬂ(ri!n()!lv\':
but left thefe fhould not be fufficient, difa
greeable circumftances, and even punifh-
ments, have been

{o annexed to the flate
of a batchelor. The Lacedemonians were

not only fevere againft thofe who abftained
from, but alfo againft thofe who. deferred,

entering into the conjugal ftate. No man
among them could live fingle beyond the
time appointed by the laws of his country,

without

'
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Old

without incurting feveral penalties.

; batchelors were obliged once every winter

to run naked round the market-place, fing-
ing a fong which was expreflive of their
crime, and expofed them to ridicule. They
were excluded from the games where the
Spartan virgins, according to the cuftom of
their country, danced naked. On a certain
folemnity, the women, in révenge for the
contempt which was fhewn them, were al-
lowed to drag thefe defpifers of matrimony
round an altar, beating them all the time
with their fifts; and laflly, they were de-
prived of all that honour and refpet which
the young men of Greece were obliged to
pay to their feniors. One of their old cap-

tains coming into an aflembly, when he ex-
peéted that a young man by whom he ftood
would have rifen to give him his feat, re-
ceived this rebuke from him: ¢ Sir, you
“ muft not expeét that honour from me,
“ being young, which cannot be returned
“to me by a child of yours when I am
“old.” In Athens there was a law ordain-
ing, that public offices fhould not be given
to any but fuch as were married, and had
children; this law did not only prompt

the men to marry, but gave the flate a
kind




;
|

OF WOMEN. 877

kind of fecurity for their good behaviour in CX‘{‘;\“‘:'
their wives and children. A law fomething < o
fimilar to this now exifts in Switzerland,
where no batchelor can hold any lucrative

employment.

THe Jews were of opinion, that marnage ‘E:;‘““‘I‘r:‘
was an indifpenfible duty implied in the by ano-
words, ¢ increafe and mulnply, a man, ::‘;‘ =
therefore, who did not marry at or before mates,
the age of twenty, was confidered as accel-
fary to every irregularity which the young
women for want of hufbands might be
tempted to commit; and hence there is a
proverb in the Talmud: “ Who is he that
# proflitutes his daughter, but he who keeps
“ her too long unmarried, or gives her to an
“old man.” Among the ancient Perfians,
though there was no pofitive law for the
encouragement of matrimony, yet their
kings frequently propofed annual pri as
areward to thofe who were fathers of the
greatelt number of children,

In the code of Hindoo laws, juftice,
equity, and good faith, are every where
ftrongly inculcated; but of fo great im-
portance did the legiflator reckon mar-
Vour. IL Ced riages,
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SavaD: riagés, that heeven difpenfed with good faith
Y\ and veracity, in order to promote them.

«If a“marriage,” fay the Pundits, « for
« any perfon be obtaihed by falfe witneffes,
« fuch falfehood may be told upon the day
«of celebrating the marriage, if on that
“ day the marriage is liable to be incom:

¢ plete, for want of giving certain articles.
& At that time, if three or four falfehoods
« be afferted, it does not fignify. Orif on
« the day of marriage, a man promifes to
“ give his daughter many ornaments, and
“is not able to give them, fuch falfehoods
« as thefe, if told to promote & marriage,
« are allowable.”

Waire the Romans retained their pri-
mitive fimplicity and integrity, mo laws
were requifite to encourage their young men
to marry; when they became debauched
with the love of pleafure, and expenfive
in the purfuit of it; when their wives re<
quired immenfe fums to uphold their extra-
vagance, and their children fearcely lefs to
give them a proper education, neither threat-
enings nor encouragements could fometimes
prevail on them to enter into that ftate. In
no country was there ever a legiflature
more forward in attempting to encourage
matrimony
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matrimony, in none were the fubjefis ever
lefs forward in feconding thefe attempts.
)

As foon as luxury and expence had be-
gun to frighten, and licentious pleafures to
decoy the Roman citizens {rom marriage,
to counterbalance thefe, it was thought ne-
ceflary to deny fuch men as had not cntered
into that alliance the privilege of giving evi-
dence in courts of juftice; and the firft
queftion afked by the judge was, Upon your
faith, have you a wife, whereby you may
have children? If he anfwered in the nega-
tive, his evidence was refufed. And fo in-
tent were the Roman confuls at one time
upon multiplying their citizens, that they
extorted from all the men an oath, that
they would not marry with any other view
than that of increafing the fubje@s of the
republic, and that whoever had a barren
wife fhould put her away and marry ano-
ther. But the men, who had other oppor-
tunities of fatisfying their appetites than
that of marriage, continued ftill fond of
celibacy, which obliged the cenfors, up-
on finding that population was decreafing,
to extort another oath from them, that they
would marry with all convenient {peed.

Clccio As

379

CHAP.
XXVIIL

W




389
€HAPR
XXVIIT.
o

THE HISTARY

As it commonly happens that oaths ex+
torted by compulfion are but ill obferved,
unlefs the fame compulfatory power alfo
enforces obedience to them, Thefe impo-
fed upon the Romans had but little effeét ;
to remedy which, new honours were heaped
upon the married, and fines and punifh-
ments were laid upon the batchelors. It
was ordained, That fuch of the plebeians
as had wives, fhould have a more honour-
able place in the theatres than fuch as had
none; that the married magiftrates and pa-
tricians fhould have the precedency of fuch
of the fame rank as were unmarried ; and
that the fines which had been firft levied by
Camillus and Pofthumus upon batchelors,
thould be again exatted,

Wiaen Julius Cefar had fubdued all his
competitors, and mofl of the foreign nations
which made war againft him, he found that
fo many Romans had been deftroyed in the
quarrels in which he had engaged them, that,
to repair the lofs, he promifed rewards to
fathers of families, and forbad all Romans
who were above twenty, and under forty
years of age, to go out of their native
country. Auguftus, his fucceflor, to check

the

tesinsitieeiy
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the debauchery of the Roman youth, laid
heavy taxes upon fuch as continued unmar-
ried after a certain age, and encouraged
with great rewards the procreation of law-
ful ‘children. Some years afterward, the
Roman knights having preflingly petitioned
him, that he would relax the feverity of
that law, he ordered their whole body to
affemble before him, and the married and
unmarried to arrange themfelves in two fe-
parate parties, when, obferving the unmar-
ried to be the moft numerous, he firft
addreffed thofe who had complied with his
law, telling them, That they alone had
ferved the purpofes of nature and of foci-
ety. That the human race was created male
and female to prevent the extinétion of the
fpecies; and that marriage was contrived
as the moft proper method of renewing
the children of that fpecies. He added
that they alone deferved the name of men
and of fathers, and that he would prefer
them to fuch offices as they might tranfmit
to their pofterity. Then turning to the
batchelors, he told them, That he knew not
by what name to call them. Not by that of
men, for they had done nothing that was
manly. Not by that of citizens, fince the

city
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city might perifh for them, Nor by that
of Romans, for they feemed determined
to let the race and name become extin&.
But by whatever name he called them,
their crime, he faid, equalled all other
crimes put together, for they were guilty
of murder, in not fuffering thofe to - be
bornwho thould proceed from them. Ofim-
piety, in abolifhing the names and honours
of their fathers and anceflors. Of facri-
lege, in deftroying their fpecies, and human
nature, which owed its original to the gods,
and was confecrated to them ; that by lead:
ing a fingle life they overturned, as far as
in them lay, the temples and altars of the
gods; diffolved the government by difobey-
ing its laws; betrayed their country by
making it baxrren. Having ended his fpeech,

he doubled the rewards and privileges of |

fuch as had children, and laid a heavy fine
on all unmarried perfons, by reviving the
Popzan law.

Trovei by this law all the males above

a certain age were immediately obliged to
marry under a fevere penalty, Auguftus
allowed them the fpace of a full year ta
comply with its demands, But fuch was
the
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the backwardnefs to mattimony, and per-
verfity of the Roman knights, and others,
that every poflible method was taken to
evade the penalty infliCted upon them, and
fome of them even married children in the
cradle for that purpofe. Thus fulfilling the
letter, they avoided the fpirit of the law, and
though actually married, had no reftraint
upon their licentioufnefs, nor any encum-
brance by the expence of a family.

Sucu were the methods the Romans
were obliged to make ufe of, in order to
prevent matrimony from falling almoft into
difufe. Among other nations, {carcely any
thing compulfatory has been attempted.
It has generally been thought fufficient, to
ftain with fome degree of infamy and dif:
honour, all kinds of illicit conneétion be-
tween the fexes, to make the way to the
enjoyment of lawful love as ealy and ac-
ceflible as poflible, and to truft the reft to
nature. In this laft refpe, the Englith legif-
lature has afted contrary to the common
opinion of mankind, and thrown a variety
of obftacles in the way that leads to matri-
mony. Obftacles which have been loudly
complained of, and which the houfe of

commons
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S eur - commons has attempted, but attempted iri

w~~u vain to remove; the bill which had paffed
in that houfe being negatived in the houfe
of lords. Without much of the fpirit of
prophecy, we may, however, venture to
prediét, that the time will foon come, when
the intereft of the public will triumph over
the pride of rank and opulence. By na-
ture, all mankind are equal. The fiat of
a crowned head creates an artificial diftinc-
tion. Let that diftinflion be confined to
operate on things that are artificial ; good
policy diétates, that it fhould not be allowed
to operate on thofe that are natural.

Rembiic - As every regulation of the commerce
one which

tend o between the fexes is intended to promote

coeonige population, fo every wife legiflature, not
populaiic 30 >
o {olely contented with encouraging, or even

enforcing matrimony, has likewile endea-
voured to corref all thofe errors and abufes
which fruftrate the main intention of it, and
to oblige the fexes to join themfelves toge-
ther in {uch a manner as might tend to the
increafe and multiplication of their {pecies ;
i thus the Jewifh law forbad eunuchs to marry.
i _ Lycurgus enjoined the coupling together

2 of fuch men and women as were firong and
| healthful,
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healthful, and gave a liberty of profecuting ;)‘:‘?:
fuch men-as did not marry at all, as defer:
red marrying till they were too old, or mars

ried improperly.  Thus in Rome, it was

| ordained, that no woman under fifty fhould

marry a man above fixty, and that no man

above fixty fhould marry a woman who was

not like himfelf far advanced in life, At
Geneva, awoman of forty is not fuffered to

Mairy a man ten ycars younger than her-

felf, if above forty, the man muft not bé

more than five years younger; and when a

man arrives at the age of fixty, heis pro-
hibited from marrying a woman who is

under thirty. Laws of this kind, though
pointed out by nature, and though evidently
terding to promote the end and defign of
matrimony, are in other ftates of the mo-

dern world, fearcely, if at all, attended to.

Ir what has been advanced by naturalifts Canlangns
be true, that croffing the breed, either of ani- 3‘:‘:“‘.‘;
malsor vegetables, tends greatly to improve :L ::“‘E'j
their ftrength and vigour; then it will follow, ot accu-
that perhaps the fame reafons have prompted
wile legiflators, to interdi€t the marriages of
near kindred with one another. Among the
Jews, the degrees of confanguinity, within

Vou. II. Ddd which

marked,
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which it was lawful to marry, were aceu-
rately marked by the code of Molfes, Among
other ancient nations the affair was fubjeét
to much variation. The Egyptians were
allowed to marry their fifters, The Scy-
thians not only to marry their fifters, but
even their mothers and grandmothers. The
Medes and Perfians married their own
daughters and fifters ; and among the Tar-
tars, a man might marry his daughter, but
a mother might not marry her fon. Among
the Huns, men, without the leaft regard
to confanguinity, married whoever they
pleafed. Sons even married the widows of
their fathers, a prattice derived, perhaps,
from remote antiquity; for Abfalom went
in to the wives of his father David, when
he rebelled againft him, Among the Ara-
bians, when a father left one or more widows,
the fons often married them, provided they
were not their own mothers ; and marrying
the widow of a deceafed brather is flill cuflo-
mary in fome parts of Tartary. The Drufes
of mount Libanus marry their own daught-
ers. In Peru, the Inca, or king, was obliged
to marry his eldeft fifter; if he had no fifter,
he was to marry his neareft female relation,
In Otahgite, their young king was defigned
as
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as a hufband to his fifter, when fhe becamé
marriageable, = At Athens, a man might
marry the fifter of his father, butnot of his
mother. And in France, during the fifteenth
century, the celebrated Count D’Armagnac
was publicly married to his own fifler.

Tue advantages arifing from crofling the
breed of men, as well as other animals, in
order to preferve the fpecies from degenerat-
ing, muft have been the refult of experience
and obfervation : it would therefore be long
before they were attended to; and hence,
though Mofes, who was infpired by the Di-
vinity, appears to have been acquainted
with them, the other nations, whom we
have mentioned, were not; and, confe-
quently, long indulged themfelves in marry-
ing as inclination, or convenience, ditated.
But another political reafon may be given,
why the marriage of near kindred was pro-
hibited. Before mankind were thoroughly
civilized, and brought under the govern-
ment of laws, families were frequently at
war with one another; either on account

of property, which was then unfettled, or
from their natural inclination to rapine and
plunder. In this ftate, every acquifition of

Ddd 2 {trength
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Sras firength to a family, was ah addition fo its
v fecurity. Iuflead, therefore, of marrying in
his own family, or among his own kindred,
who were already 1in his intereft, a man
would, from motives of policy, rather wifh
to take a wife from a neighbouring family,
and by that means bring it into an alliance &
with his, a circumftance which would tend }
greatly to the fecurity of both; and hence
the prattice of marrying kindred would fall
into difufe. This conjefture feems firongly
fupported by the pra@lice of the ancient
Germans ; they did not allow a plurality of
wives to any but their kings and chiefs,
whom on the contrary they folicited to marry
feveral, to conneft them in friendfhip with
the neighbouring potentates.

But befides thefe, and other political
reafons that might be given againft near
kindred and relations intermarrying with
each other, there are allo natural reafons
that firongly countera& fuch alliances. The
marriage of a father with his daughter
would, in moft cafes, be prepofterous: as
the hufband would generally be paft the age
of propagation long before his wife. The
marriage of a fon to his mother, befides

being
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being liable to the fame objeétion of inequa-
lity of age, would likewife confound the
nature of things ; as the fon ought to have
an unlimited refpect for his mother, and the
wife an unlimited refpet for her hufband.
But though fimilar reafons do not militate
againft the marriage of brothers and fifters
with each other, yet nature herfelf feems
here to have m(crpo(Ld her authority ; fhe
feems not to have given to brothers and
fifters, and other ncar relations, the fame
power of raifing the paffions and emotions
of love in each other, as fhe has given to
thofe who are lefs known, and nowile re-
lated. The emotions, which pafs between
a brother and a fifter, are friendfhip; in the
fame circumftances, between a young man
woman, not related to each other,
ihcv would be love.

Witn refpe@ to the prohibitions, con-
cerning the marriage of relations to each
other, it is a thing extremely delicate to fix
exattly the point at which the laws of na-
ture ftop. The greater part of civilized
nations feem, in this refpeét, not to have
differed widely from the diretions of Mofes.
The Chriftian world has been entirely go-

verned
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verned by the rules of that lawgiver, except
in fome periods, when a fpirit of greater
Hbertinifm broke through the reftraint; or a
fpirit of millaken fanflity extended it fill
wider. In a council, held by pope Hono-
rius, in the year 1126, marriages were pro-
feribed between all relations, till after the
feventh generation; and all who married
within that degree, were ordered to put
away their wives. Innocent the II reduced
the feven generations down to four, and the
reafons he afligned for doing fo, are a firik-
ing pi€ure of thefe times. * There ate,”
faid he, ¢ four elements, and four humours
“in a man’s body; therefore he fhall not
« marry till after the fourth eration.” In
the council of Trent, it w

as propofed, to
give liberty of marrying fooner than after
the fourth generation; but the propofal was
thrown out by a majority. Such were the
laws impofed by the Romilh church upon
mankind ; but in thefe, and all other cafes,
the head of it referved to himfelf a power of
difpenfing with them, and like the Englifh,
who allow nobody to abufe their kings but
themfelves; he and his clergy would not fuf-
fer any but themfelves to infringe the laws
of the Pentateuch, or the Gofpel.

BESIDES
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Besiprs the refltrictions laid upon mar-
riage by confanguirity and politics, there
are others arifing from religion, By the an-
cient law of Britain, a Chriftian of either fex
who married a Jew, was to be burnt, or
buried alive. At Geneva, a marriage be-
tween a proteftant and a Roman catholic, is
null and void. And amang the Turks, a
Chriftian is not to marry one of the difciples
of Mahomet, if he does, the. punithment
ordained by their law is, that the woman
thall be drowned, and the man have the li-
berty of chufing whether he will be impaled
or turn Mahometan. There are others again,
which feem to have arifen folely from whim
and caprice. Such were thele of the ancient
Egyptians ; who holding {wine in the utmoft
abhorrence, would neither allow a f{wine-
herd to enter into their temples, nor give
their daughters to him in marriage. Such
alfo are thole that Brama has impofed on the
Hindoos, whereby both the men and wo-
men of every particular caft, are prohibited
from marrying into any other caft. Such
are thefe, which, in many periods and coun-

tries, have been laid upon the clergy, while
the Iraelitith laity were at liberty to marry
whom they pleafed, the priefts were p

bited
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:)'({v':x‘l): bited from marrying a woman that was a
~~ Whore, or that had been put away from her
hufband ; or, in fhort, any other but a vir-
gin.  Alfter the introduttion of the chriftian
religion; the clergy we
ftricted by almoft the fame laws as thofe of
Moles; and if the wile of a clergyman, par-
ticularly of a bifhop; died before him, he
was never allowed to take another. In

in mariiage re-

. procefs of time it became unlawful, accords
ing to the canons of the church, for a
clergyman to marry upon any pretence
whatever; a fcheme which, as we fhall fee
afterward, was the fource of much wrang-
ling among the priefts, and of much mifchicf
to fociety.

Buz the reftritions we have now men-
tioned, are not all that are to be met with in
hiflory ; the fultans of the Turki(h empire,
though the moft abfolute monarchs in the
univerfe, have never been allowed to marry
{ince the time of Bajazet, who, with all his
wives, being made prifoners by Tamerlane,

the haughty vi€tor fhut Bajazet up in an

b ron cage, made his wives menial fervants,
and obliged them to wait naked on their
conqueror. An accident which refletted {o

much
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‘much difgrace on the Ottoman empire, that
1o prevent any fuch from happening in time
to come, the princes of that empire have
never been fuffered to marry, that it might
never be in the power of any perfon to abufe
their wives. But though they do not marry,
they have conftantly a number of women in
their feraglios, and the children they have
by them are all legitimate. We have al-
ready obferved that the Popes have always
arrogated to themfelves a power of difpenf-
ing with the laws 6f confanguinity, but they
did not ftop there; when it was conducive
to their intereft that particular perfons
fhould remain fingle;, they prohibited them
the liberty of marrying. If no regard was
paid to the prohibition, they declared the
marriage null and void, and the children
illegitimate.  An order of this kind was
fent by Paul the IV. to Joan of Arragon,
forbidding her to allow any of her daughters
to marry, unlefs he fhould provide them
with hufbands.

In countiies little ¢ivilized, and where

3 o
the fex, from the cradle to the grave, are

flaves to their parents, relations, or huf
bands, the marriage ceremonies are for the

Vou. IL diice moft

398

CHAD,
XXVILL

W




304 THE HISTORY

VIIL
v~ condition.  There are, however, many ex-

ceptions to this general rule, and the mar-
riage ceremonies in fome countries feem to
have been contrived with no other view,
than to make the marriage publicly known,
by exhibiting fome pompous rites in the
prefence of a great number of witneffes.

¢HAT moft part fomeway expreflive of that abjet

Expref- Over the greater part of Europe, and
:‘,:‘:)\hc in countries peopled by European Lo]omes,
pattics G mamage ceremony exprefles the duty of
:L:qm,,f:,, the parties, the intereft they fhould have in
cchother. view, and the regard they ought to have for
the happinefs of each other. And the ge-
neral laws of the country, as well as the
particular flipulations of the matrimonial
bargain, take care of the freedom and im-
munities of the woman, and will neither
{uffer her perfon nor property to be abufed
by the arbitrary will of a hufband*. We
have already feen, that among the Jews,
and other ancient nations, the laws {ecuring

* The Ruffians were formerly accuftomed to ufe their wives with the
moft relentlef

verity; to remedy which, the hufband bas of late fub
jected himfelf, by his marria age contrad, to certain penalties if he
ufed his wife ill, cither by manual correQion, whipping, boxing,
kicking, or feratching,

either
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either the perfons or property of married
women were but few and weak, and that
both were too much left in the mercy of their
hufbands. The fame matrimonial powers
are vefted in the hufbands of the Eaft at this
day. The fubjeéts of the Mogul, who marry
as many women as they pleafe, have their
wives of feveral different ranks, and may
advance any of them to one of the higher
ranks, or degrade them to one of the lower
at pleafure. In Ruffia, it was formerly a
part of the marriage ceremony for the bride
to prefent the bridegroom with a whip, made
with her own hands, in token of fubjeétion,
Among the favages of Canada, a ftrap, a
kettle, and a faggot, are put into the bride’s
apartment as fymbols of her fubmiffion and
flavery. On the coaft of Guinea, the bride
folemnly vows love and conftancy, whatever
ufage or returns fhe may meet with from her
hufband, Among the Tonquinefe, when the
bride arrives at the houfe of the bridegroom,
fhe immediately goes into the kitchen, prof-
trates herfelf on the floor, and kiffes the
hearth. In Bornea, Sumetra, and Java, the
waits at the door with a pitcher of water,
and on the arrival of the bridegroom wafhes
his feet, To thele inftances we might add

Bicelz many
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many others, where the ma rriage ceremonies
are expreflive of the humble condition of
ife; but we leaye the ungrateful tafk,
and proceed to take notice of fome of thole,
where, on the part of the bridegroom, they
exprefs his acknowledgment of having at-

the w

tained fomething which he efteems, values,
and withes to cherifh and proteét,

Tue cuftoms we have juft now related,
are only to be met with among favages, or
fuch as are but a few degrees removed from
that {tate. Thofe we now proceed to, mark
a people ecither confiderably removed from
advanced in

ferocity of manners, or fz
cultivation and politencfs.  Among the
ancient Peruvians, the bridegroom carried
a pair of fhoes to the bride, and put them
upon her feet with his own hands. At Laos,
the marriage ceremony is not only rational,
but expreflive of the value the bridegroom
has for his bride; their mutual engagements
are attefted by two witnefles, felefted from
among thofe who have lived the longeft and
molt lovingly together. In Siam, the bride-
groom makes a prefent of betel to his bride,
in the moft refpeétful manner. In Lapland,
fhe is prelented with brandy, rein-deer,
and




OF WOMEN.

897

and trinkets.  In countries more civilized, {¥A

a dower is fettled upon her, and prefents Lo

made her on her going home to the houfe
of her hufband, InEngland, fhe is treated
with every circumftance of honour and re-
{pet, and the words of the marriage cere-
mony are carried to the moft foolifh and
unmeaning length; « With my body I thee
¢ worfhip, and with my worldly goods I
# thee endow.” Much more fimple, and at
the fame time more fenfible, were the mar-
riage ceremonies of the inhabitants of Cey-
lon, where the prieft tied the thumbs of the
parties together, or wrapt them both inone
garment : and of ancient Mexico, where the
patties, with their relations, being affembled
in the temple, a prielt tied their garments
“together, and under this nuptial bond they
returned to their habitation, prefenting
themfelves before their houfehold gods, to
fhew them, as well as the deities which re-
fided in the temple, that they had bound
themfelves to each other through all the
profperous and adverfe circumftances of
life.

Bur
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Sint Bur befides thefe ceremonies of mar-

U riage, which feem plainly to be expreffive
Coremer  GOf the lowor:the high condition of women,
forve only “there are othérs which have no regard to
tem. either, and feem only calculated to give a
iy rub public notoriety and .ﬁrmnefs to the com-
pact.  Such is that faid to have been an-
ciently prattifed in Canada, where the bride
and bridegroom held a rod between them,
while the old men pronounced certain
prayers over them, after which they broke
the rod into as many pieces- as there were
witnefles ; then each taking a piece, car-
ried it home, and depofited it as a teflimony
of the marriage that had happened. Such
is the ceremony of tying the garments pub-
licly together. ' And fuch are thofe of in-
viting friends and neighbours to feaft, and
to fee a folemn engagement of the parties.
As the natural modefly of the fex always
fuppoles that -a woman fhall with fome re-
lu¢tance fubmit to the lofs of her virginity,
the marriage ceremony is frequently expref-
five of this reluttance. In fome countries
the bride hides herfelf. 1In others, fhe muft
feemingly be fought for. In others, the
ceremony muft be performed while fhe is
covered with a veil, or under a canopy to
fave
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f{ave her blufhes. But what feems more ex-
traordinary, there are inftances where the
man is feemingly to be forced to accept of
what almoft in all countries he eagerly fecks
after. In a province of Old Mexico, the
bridegroom was carried off by his relations,
that it might be thought he was forced into
the ftate of wedlock, a ftate fo perplexed
with thorns and cares. In almoft all coun-
tries, the day of marriage is dedicated to
mirth and feftivity, and every thing that can
cloud the brow, or damp the general joy,
is carcfully avoided. -In Mufcovy, how-
ever, the cafe was different ; -they crowned
the young couple with wormwood, as an
emblem of the bitternefs of thefe anxieties
and cares upon which they were entering.

Ir the laws which we have formerly men-

tioned, forbidding the marriage of near

relations with each other, originated from the

political view of preferving the human race

from degeneracy, they are the only laws we
meet with on that fubje&, and exert almoft
the only care we find taken of {o important
a matter. The Siomefe is careful to improve
the breed of his elephants, the Arabian of
his horfes, and the Laplander of his rein-

deer,
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cuar. deer. The Englifhman, eager to have fwift

XXVIL

o horfes, flaunch dogs, and viétorious cocks,

grudges no care, and fpares no expence, to
have the males and females matched pro-
perly. But fince the days of Solon; where
is the legiflator, or fince the times of the
ancient Greeks, where are the private per-
fons, who take any care to improve, or everi
to keep from degeneracy the breed of their
own f[pecies? The Englithman who foli-
citoufly attends the training of his colts and
puppies, would be athamed to be caught in
the nurfery; and while no motive could
prevail upon him to breed horfes or hounds
from an improper or contaminated kind, he
will calmly, or rather inconfiderately, match
him{elf with the moft decrepid or difeafed
of the human ff thoughtlels of the
weaknefles and evils he is going to entail on
polterity, and confidering nothing but the
acquifition of fortune he is by her alliance
to convey to an offspring, who, by difeales,
will be rendered unable to ufe it. The Muf=
covites were formerly the only people, be-

1€:

fides the Greeks, who paid a proper attention
to this fubje€t. After the preliminaries of a
marriage were {ettled between the parents
of a young couple, the bride was ftript

naked,
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* naked, and carefully examined by a jury ¢HaP
of matrons, who if they found any bodily «~~u
deleét, endeavoured to cure it; but if it
would admit of no remedy, the match was

broke off, and fhe was confidered not only

as an improper fubjeét to breed from, but
improper allo for maintaining the affeftions

of a hufband, aftet he had difcovered the
impofition fhe had put upon him.

In England, the marriage ceremony is
not to be performed but in the church, and
between the hours of eight and twelve
o’clock in the forenoon. In Scotland, this
is deemed incompatible with morality and
found policy, as it hinders the valetudi-
narian from doing all the juftice in his power
to the mifirefs he has lived with and de-
bauched. He may therefore marry her at
any hour, or in any place, and by that mar-
riage legitimate all the children he has by
her, whether they be prafem at the mar-
riage or not.

In Pruffia, though their code of laws )’"‘
feems in general to be as reafonable; and as v
confiftent with found po,uy as any in Eu-
fope, yet we ftill find in it, an allowance

Vou. IL Bt given

what.
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cuar. given for a fpecies of that concubinage,

XXVIII, =
nce been expelled from

s . Which has lon

almoft all the weflern world. A man may
there marry what is called a left-handed wile,
to whom he is married for life, -and by the
common ceremony®; but with this exprefls
agreement, that neither fhe nor her children
b 1e houfe of her hufband, nor

take his name, nor bear his arms, nor
tion ufually

any dower or dor
claimed by every other wife, mnor difpofe
of any part of his property, exert any
authority over his {ervants, nor fucceed to
his eftates or his titles; but fhall be contented
with what was agreed on for their {ubfift-
1d with what he fhall

ence during his life,

Vil BT AR i YR Rl idihe
give them at his death, This priv

however, is al

in the power of the

king to deny, and is
of the nobility as being left with
ics, from the fmallnels of their

dom granted to any

-annot afford to marry another

ife, and rear up another family of

ne rank with themfelv

* The ouly difference in the ceremony is, the bridegroo

| er bis Lefe hand inflead of his right.

THOUGH
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Tuouveu the laws of almoft every civi-
lized country have required the confent
of parents to the marriage of their children,
yet when fuch children marry without it;
the evil is confidéred as incapable of any
vemedy. The Pruflian law, however, thinks
otherwife ; and in this cafe gives the parents
a power of applying to the confiftory,
which feparates the partics, obliges the
man to give the woman a portion for the
lofs of her virginity, and contribute to the
maintenance and education of the child or

children of the marriage. Promiles of

marriage to a woman, have, inall well-regu-
lated ftates, been confidered as facred, and
the breach of them punifhed by a variety
of methods. But the Pruflian law proceeds
inad it does not endea-
1 the breach of the

Trent manner

vour fo much to pu

promife, as to enforce the performance, by

k

admonitions of religion,

imprifon-

by a fine of half the man’s fortune,

r a certain part of what he earns by his

daily labour; or if he runs away to avoid
|

the marriage, by marrying t

> woman to

him by proxy, and allow

tenance out of his effelis.

FITf 2 W
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cuar.  Wg fhall now take our leave of the

XXVIIL, 3 : 1 >

U~ lubje@ of matrimony -with a few obferva-
tions on the caufes of the difcord and un-
eafinefs, which frequently difturb the happi-
nefs of that flate. If the fatirical writers
and declaimers of the prefent age may be cre-
dited, married women have in general arri-
ved at fuch a pitch of debauchery, that
few marriages are tolerably happy, and
fewer huibands without the invifible marks
of a cuckold. 'Wedo not pretend to juftify
all the wives of the prefent times; buton
comparing them with thofe of the paft, we
find the fame clamours have always exifted
againft them; and without pretending to
any fpirit of prophecy, we may venture
to affirm, that they will exift fo long at
lealt as marriages are contraéted folely
with a view to the intereft of the parties,
without confidering whether they are pof-
fefled of any of the qualifications neceflary
to render each other happy; a fcheme by
which, tempers the moft difcordant are
irequently joined together, though neither
of them are f{o bad, but they might have
made good hufbands and wives, if they had
been matched with propriety.

Bur
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Bur thisis farfrom being the only reafon €xa ™.

to which we attribute many of the unhappy
marriages of this country. The bafis of
them is laid and eflablifhed in the education
of our young women, as well as in the
manners and cufloms of our young men.
Young women, inftead of being taught
to mix the agreeable with the ufeful, are
early inflruted to cultivate only the former,
and to confider the latter as fit for none
but maiden aunts, and other antiquated
monitors. But this is not all, flattered by
the men from their earlieft infancy, they
are never acquainted with the voice of
truth, nor with that plain dealing which
muft unavoidably take place in the married
ftate. Conftantly accuftomed to fee a lover
accoft them with the moft {ubmiflive air,
to find him yield every point, and conform
himfelf entirely to their will ; they confider
themfelves as oracles of wildom, always in
the right. Taught to form their ideas of
the hufband, only from thofe of the lover,
and the ridiculous notions imbibed from
romances ; they enter into the married flate
fully convinced, that every hufband is
through life to play the lover, and that
every lover is the romantic being depicied

m

XXVILL,
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in the novels which they have read,—Ideal
fancics and dreams, which muft foon vanifh
in dilappointment. Nor do the men aét
more wifely.  Blinded for the mofi part by
love, they cenfider the obje&t of their
paflion as all perfeétion and excellence;
and when they come to be undeceived, as
every lover foon muft, remorfe and chagrin
four their tempers, and make them inca-
pable of forgiving the cheat they think im-
pofed upon them, or behaving with that

degree of gentlenefs with which Lr(*“mnnu
kx {thould Wg{nd!hc foibles, and L\Luiumc
of the follies of the weaker.

Every one who has been attentive to what

nd after m ge, 1.|mi rea-

acknowledge, that nothing can be more

rtain’ than the truth of the old fayi

o much familiarity breeds contempt.

In order to infpire and 1~nﬁ'\:‘ ref}

neceflary for kings and other

nd to be at-

gns of elul\(. W

For

s to be array-

ed in the fymbols of folemnity and wifdom,

and for learned men never to be too free

in opening the depth of their knowledg
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The cafe is exaétly the fame, with wo-
men, and they feem fenfible of it before
marriage, but infenfible of it afierward.
Before marriage, we are feldom permitted
to fee them but in their gay and f{plendid
drefs, and in their moft chearful and lively
humour. We enter not into the per

netralium

of their weakneffes. We difcover none of

their faults, and but few of their foibles:
but after their marriage, they precipitately
throw afide the mafk, in fuch a manner as
to difcover that they wore it only for con-

venien And an intimacy with them

opens to the hufband, views which could
not poflibly fall within the infpeétion of the
lover; hence his ideas of the fame woman,
when his miftrefs and his wife, are fo widely

different.

Ix endeavouring to explore the fcources
of conjugal infelicity, we may

blerve

, that few men have fo fuccesf

11
ued

fludied the temper of women, as to be able

to manage it to the beft advantage. It has
long been an obfervation of the fair, ti

a reformed rake makes the beft hufband ;
and we have known inftances where women
after having made but indifferent wives to

men
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men of probity and virtue, who feldoid
committed any fanlts, have afterwards made
much better ones to rakifh young fellows;
whofe whole lives confifted in finning and
repenting. The reafon is plain; fuch is
the temper of women, that a little well:
timed flattery and fubmiflion will feldom
fail of putting them into good humour
whercas the moll faultlefs and prudent con-
duét cannot always keep then in it. A wo-
man by the afiiffance of a few tender
carefles, and proteflations of future amend-
ment, will frequently be prevailed on tg
forgive ten thoufand faults, if fhe is per-
fuaded that her hufband loves her in the
intervals of his folly; but fhe will never
forgive indifference, nor contempt. Hence
many of the moft learned and fenfible men
are reckoned the wotft hufbands, becaufe
they frequently have more friendfhip than
love, and more of both than they exprefs ;
and many of the moft wild and rakifh
reckoned the beft, becaufe they have more
love than friendfhip, and exprefs more of
both than they feel.

Turse, and feveral othets too tedious to
mention in fketches of this nature, feem to
be
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be the fcources from which matrimonial €H A"
infelicity fo often arifes; but would the W

parties come together with lefs exalted no-
tions of each other; would they lay their
sccount with finding in each other a mix-
ture of human weaknefles as well as perfec-
tions; and would they mutually forgive
faults and weaknefles, matrimony would not
be fo incumbered with evils, nor fo difturbed
with ftrife. Tt is the ox that frets who galls
his own neck and that of his fellow with the
yoke, while the pair who draw quietly and
equally, fcarcely feel it inconvenient of
troublefome:

Voi. IL Ggg CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIX.
Of Celibacy.

(R0 WE flatter ourfelves it will not be con-
Ao fidered as an improper appendix to
el the hiftory of matrimony, to give a fhort
s that have been made

ons made
o mai- yiew of the oppofi
e oppofitions which have arifen chiefly
on pretence of religion, but which, when
thoroughly examined, will, we perfuade
ourfelves, appear to have been founded on
a very different motive. The two fexes were
evidently intended for each other, and
< increafe and multiply” was the firft great

command given them by the Author of
nature; but fuppofe no fuch command had
been given, how it firft entered into the
: propagation or con~

mind of man, that t

tinuation of the {pecies was criminal in the
eye of Heaven, is not ealy to conceive.
Ridiculous, however, as this notion may
appear, it is one of thofe which early in-
finuated itfelf among mankind ; and plainly
demonflrated, that reafoning beings are the
molt apt to deviate from nature, and dil~
obey her plainefl diétates.
2 A

s eideds
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As the appetite towards the other fex C}z‘ an

XX

is one of the firongeft and moft ungovern- (~~,

able in our nature. As it intrudes itfelf
more than any other into our thoughts, and
frequently diverts them from every other
purpofe or employment ; it may, at firft, on
this account, have been reckoned criminal
when it interfered with worfhip and devo-
tion; and even emafculation may have been
introduced in order to get rid of it. But
however this be, it is certain, that there
were men of various religions, who made
thefafelves incapable of procreation on a
religious account. The priefts of Cybele
conftantly caftrated themfelves. And our
Saviour fays, there are eunuchs who make
themfelves fuch for the kingdom of heaven’s
fake. Suchwere the methods fometimes ufed
by the men, to render themfelves uncapable
of yielding to a temptation which they had
not the power of refifting; while the women,
even of the warmer climates of Afia, boaft-
ing of a [uperior fortitude and refolution,
courted temptation as the warrior does the
poft of danger, that they might fhew their
ftrength in repelling it. They permitted in
the earlier ages of chriftianity, priefts and
deacons to fhare their bed ; and fo fituated,

Ggge gloried
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gloried not only in the unfullied purity af
their bodies, but of their minds.

Howrver abfurd it may appear to rea-
fon and to philofophy, it is certainly a fa¢ h
that religionills of various kinds had early
got an idea, that the propagation of their
fpecies was, i not criminal, at leaft dero-
gatory to their facred funélion. Thus the
priefts of ancient Egypt were obliged, by
the rules of their order, to abflain from
women, though in after periods they were
allowed one wife, The priefts of the My-
fians likewife bound themfelves to celibacy;
and thofe of the Romifh church, in times
more enlightened by realon, flill follow the
unnatural example.  As if Heaven were

plealed with every means of preferving the
individual, and difpleafed with the means

of continuing the fpecies.

Bur befides the priefthood, feveral other
religious orders of both fexes, {prung up,
who vainly imagined to conciliate the fa-
vour of the Author of nature, by difcon-
“;]l"n.ﬂ:

works.  The Egyptians and
ancient Indians had communities of Ceno-
bites, who are fuppofed to have lived in
celibacy.

g




0OF WOMEN,

413

gelibacy.  Strabo mentions a fe€t among L
the Thracians, that vowed perpetual abfti- L~~o

nence from women, and were on that account
revered for their fan&tity, The Effenes,
among the Jews, laid themfelves under the
faine obligation. The Romans had their
veftal virgins, who kept the facred fire in
the temple of the goddefs of chaftity, and
were buried alive if they proved incontinent,
The Peruvians had their virgins of the Sun,
who were brought up in the temple of that
luminary, and obliged to the firicteft virgi-
nity, under the fame penaliy as the veflals
among the Romans. Friga, the goddefs of
the ancient Scandanivians, had alfo a tem-
ple where her oracles and a facred fire were
kept, by propheteffes deyoted to perpetual
virginity. Some tribes of the ancient Indi-
ans reckoned virginity endowed with fuch a
power, that their moft approved remedies
were ufelefs and unavailing, unlefs admini-
flered by the hand of a virgin; and the
general opinion during fome of the middle
ages, feems to have been, that the mode of
human propagation was one of the curfes
brought on the world in confequence of
Adam’s tranfgreffion; and that if he had
preferved his innocence, he would have

lived
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lived in a flate of virgin purity, and have
peopled paradife in a manner fimilar to the
vegetables, with a race of happy and im-
mortal beings.

Soon after the introdution of chrifti-
anity, St. Mark is faid to have founded a
fociety called Therapeutes, who dwelt by the
lake Moeris in Eg ‘gypt, and devoted them-
felves to folitude and religious  offices,
About the year goj of the <hu lian compu-
tation, St. Anthony being perfecuted by Dio-
clefian, retired into the dcﬁ rt near the lake
Moeris; numbers of people {foon iollowmg
his example, joined themfelves to the The-
rapeutes ; St. /\ndmny being p]amd as their
head, and i improving upon their rules, firft

formed' them into re gular momﬂ(yws, and
enjoined them to live in mortification and
chaflity. About the fame time, or foon after,
St. Synclitica, refolving not to be behind
St. Anthony in her zeal for chaflity, is ge-
nerally believed to have colleted together
a number of enthufialtic females, and to

have founded the firft nunnery for their
reception.  Some imagine the fcheme of
celibacy was concerted between St. Anthony
and St. Synclitica, as St. Anthony, on his

firft
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firft retiring into folitude, is faid to have put
his fifter into a nunnery, which muft have
been that of St. Synclitica ; but however this
be, from their firft inftitution, monks and

nuns increafed fo faft, that in the city of

Orixa, about feventeen years after the death
of St. Anthony, there were found twenty
thoufand virgins devoted to perpetual vir-
ginity.

Sucn 4t this time was the rage of celi-

. 1
bacy; a rage which, however unnatural,

will ceafe to excite our wonder, when we
confider, that it was accounted by both fexes
the fure and only infallible road to heaven
and eternal happinefs.  As fuch, it behoved
the church vigorouily to maintain and coun-
tenance it, which {he did by beginning about
this time to deny the liberty of marriage to
her fons. In the firft council of Nice, held
foon after the introduétion of chriftianity,
the celibacy of the clergy was flrenuouily
argued for, and fome think that even in an
carlier period it had been the fubjeét of de-
bate. However this be, it was not agreed
to in the council of Nice, though about the
¢énd of the fourth century it is faid that Sy-
ticus, bithop of Rome, enatted the firft

decree
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AXTX,
(O]




416

cuav,
XRIX.
o

T-HE:- HEST O'R¥Y

decree againft the marriage of monks. A dé=
cree which was not univerfally received:
for, feveral centuries after; we find that it
was not uncommon tor clergymen to have
wives. Even the popes were allowed this
liberty, as it is faid i fome of the old fta-
tutes of the church, That it is lawful for
the pope to marry a virgin for the fake of
having children.  So exceedingly difficult
is it to combat againft nature, that little re-
gard feems to have been paid to this decree
of Syricus; for we are informed, that fe-
veral centuries after, it was no uncommon

thing for the clergy to have wives, and per-
haps even a plurality of them; as we find it
among the ordonnances of pope Sylvelter,
that every prieft {hould be the hufband of
one wife only; and Pius the II. affirmed,
that though many ilrong reafons might be
adduced in fupport of the celibacy of the
clergy, there were flill ftronger reafons
againft it.

In the year 400, it was decreed ina coun-
cil, that fuch of the clergy as had faithful
wives {hould not entertain concubines, but
that fuch as either had no wives, or were
joined to unfaithful ones, might do as they
pleafed:
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pleafed. In the year 441, it was decreed,
that priefts and deacons thould either abftain
from marriage, or be degraded from their
office. This law feems afterward to have
been a little relaxed; for in the year 572
one of the canons of the council of Lu-
cenfe fays, when a deacon is ele€ted, and
declares that he has not the gift of chaftity,
he fhall not be ordained; but if he fays
nothing, is ordained, and afterwards de-
fires to marry, he fhall be fet afide from
the miniftry ; and if a fubdeacon take a
wife, he may be a reader or a door-
keeper, but he fhall not read the apoflles,
In the year 633, it was ordained, That
priefts {hould live chafte, having clean bo-
dies and pure minds: and the fame council,
as if it had been tofhew how ill their ftatutes
were obferved, ordained alfo, That fuch
clergy as had married widows, wives di-
voreed from their hufbands, or common
hould be feparated from them.

canons againft

whores,
In the year 743, all the
marriage feem to have been totally difre-
garded, as we find, that even thofe who
were bigamills, or had married widows,
might be promoted to facred orders, Inthe
cy

year 1 126, the notion of enforcing celi
Vou. I Hhh fe

ba

ns
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el feems again to have prevailed ; for in a
> fynod held by pope Honorius, all the clergy
are ftri€tly forbid to have wives, and or-
dered to be degraded from their office if
they difobeyed the mandate, a mandate

which was renewed in the year following,
with fome additional threatenings annexed

to it; and fo warm were the fathers of the

church in their inveflives againft matri-

i mony, that fome of them rendered them-
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felves ridiculous by their intemperate zeal.
St. Jerom exprelsly declares, that the end
of matrimony is eternal death, that the
earth is indeed filled by it, but heaven by
virginity. Edward the Confeffor was fainted
only for abflaining from the conjugal em-
brace ; and many of the primitive chrifti-
ans, fully perfuaded that every fpecies of
the carnal appetite was inconfiflent with

pure religion, lived with a wife as they
would have done with a fifler. Jovinian
was banifhed in the fourth century by the
emperor Honorius, for maintaining, that
a man who cohabited with his wife might
be faved, provided he obferved the laws of
piety and virtue laid down in the gofpel.
In the year 1563, it was almoft unanimoufly
voted at the council of Trent, that married
men
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men fhould not be promoted to priefts or- e
ders, that the dignity of the church be not o~y

impaired.

Tue firk canons againft marriage were,
it is faid, only received in Italy and France,
a proof that the inhabitants of thefe coun-
tries were either lefs fenfible, or lefs tena-
cious of the rights of mankind, than their
neighbours.  When, or by whom the celi-
bacy of the clergy was firflt introduced
into England is not perfetly agreed upon;
fome fuppofing it was St. Dunflan, who,
with the confent of king Edgar, firft pro-
pofed to, and prefled the married clergy
to put away their wives, which all thofe
that refufed to do were depofed, and monks
put into their livings. Thefe monks, whofe

invention was always fruitful in flories to
advance their ownintereft, gave out, thatall
the married clergy who difobeyed the or-
der of the faint were, with their wives
and children, transformed into eels; and,
as many of them refided in the ifle, now
called Ely, it is faid to have taken its name
from that circumfilance.

Hhh 2 Ar




420

cHaAP.
XXIXe
(T2}

THE HIST ORY

Ara fynod held at Winchefter under the
fame St. Dunflan, the monks farther aver-
red, that fo highly criminal was it for a

prieft to marry, that even a wood:
had audibly declared againft the horrid
praftice.  Others place the firft attempt
againft the marriage of the clergy to the
account of Alefrick, archbifhop of Can-
terbury, about the beginning of the eleventh
century ; however this be, we have among
the canons a decree of the archbifhops of
Canterbury and York, ordaining, That all
the minifters of God, elpecially priefts,

fhould obferv: and not take wiv

And in the 3 there was a council
affembled at Winchefter, under Lanfranc,

which decreed, That no canon f{hould

have a wi That fuch priefls as lived in
caflles and villages fhould not be obliged
to put their wives away, but that fuch as

had none fhould not be allowed to marry ;

and that bifhops fhould neither ordain

priefls nor deacons, unlefls they previoully

el

the year 1102, archbifhop Anfelm held a

declared that they were not m

council at Weftminfter, where it was de-

:d, That no archdeacon, prieft, deacon,

or canon, {hould either marry a wife, or
retain
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retain her if he had one. Anfclm, to give
this decree the greater weight, defired of
the king, that the principle men of the king-
dom might be prefent at the counci and
that the decree might be enforced by the
joint confent both of the clergy and laity ;
the king confented, and to thefe canons the
whole realm gave a general fantion. The
clergy of the province of York, however,
yemonfirated againft them, and re fufed to
put away their wives. The unmarried

refufed alfo to oblige themfelves to continue
in that {tate; nor were the clergy of Can-
terbury much more trattable.

ABouT two years afterward, Anfelm cal-
led a new council at London in the pre-
fence of the king and barons, where ¢
ftill feverer than the former were enadied.
Thofe who had taken women fince the

mer prohibition were enjoined to dif-
mifs them fo entirely, as not to be know-
ingly in the fame houfe with them ; and any

ecclefiaftic accufed of this tranfgreflion, lw

two or more witnefles, was, if a |

s; if a dea-

to purge himfelf by fix witnef
con, by four; if a f{ubdeacon, by two;
otherwife to be deemed guilty. Priefts,

archdeacons,
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archdeacons, or canons, refufing to part
with their women, here ftyled m’.xl/u'uw
concubines, were to be deprived of their
livings, put out of the choir, and declared
infamous, and the bifhop had authority to
take away all their moveable goods, as
r women. - This law,

well as thofe of th
highly unjuft and fevere, was flill more
fo in France; for at a council held at Ly-
ons in the year 1042, a power was given
to the barons to make {laves of all the child-
ren of the married clergy. As the. Englith
clergy were flill very refraftory, in the
year 1125, cardinal Crema, ‘the pope’s
legate, prefiding in a council held at Weft-
minfter, with a view to enforce the papal
authority, made a long and inveterate
gainft the horrid fin of matrimony,
1, that it was the high-

he declare:

wickednefs to rife. from the
oman, and make the body of

But unluc

imfelf that fame evening caught

tly for the poor cardi-

nal, he was |
by the Conflable, in the very fituation he
fo finful, and the fhame of

painted

it focn drove him out of Englar
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In the year 1129, the archbifhop of Can- ¢¥ar.

terbury being legate, a council was called
at London, to which all the clergy of Eng-
land were fummoned ; here it was enaéted,
That all who had wives fhould put them
away before the next feaft of St. Andrew,
under pain of deprivation. The execuation
of this decree was left to the king; who
took money of feveral priefts, by way of
commutation, and {o the intention of the
decree was frufirated. Many of the clergy
now finding a heavy fine impofed on them,

for keeping a lawful wife, and none for a
concubine,*
means their lives became {o openly fcandal-
ous, that about forty-fix years after, in the
reign of Henry the Second, Richard
p of Canterbur

chofe the latter, by which

) 7, in a {ynod held

at Weftminfler, prohibited all who were in
holy orders, from keeping concubiaes, as

well as from marrying. The like prol
tion was iffued afterward, in a fynod held
at York, by Herbert archbifhop of Canter-

of the fathers in the council of Trent declared, th

the concubiacs of pr

well as the pri

the civil magi

Pt
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c¢uAr hury, and chief juftice of England. In

the ninth year of Henry the Third, Stephen
Lang((m revived thefe decrees; and added,
That priefts keeping concubines, {hould not
be admitted to the facraments, nor their
concubines allowed chriflian burial.  But
in fpite of all thefe efforts, many of the
clergy il retained their wiv concubines,

"and benefices, till cardinal Otho fome time

after made a pofitive decree, declaring,
That the wives and children of fuch priefts
fhould have no benefit from the eflates of
their hufbands and fathers; and that fuch
eflates {hould be vefted in the church. This,
as it cut off the widows and children of the
clergy from all means of fubfiftence, and
turned them beggars into the world, had
a more powerlul effect than all the cenfures
1t} s of the church; and at laft

gave the fatal blowto a right which the
clergy had firuggled to maintain for many
centuries. From this time they feem quictly
to have fubmitted to the reftraint, till the
Reformation reftored to them again the
which had been vio-

hts of mz

aken from then
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Ix this manner did things continue till C“ .
the reign of Henty the Eighth, when d\f-
penfations to keep concubines were fold to
fuch pricfts as were able to purchafe them.

But left this fhould be a bad example to the
people, they were enjoined to keep them
privately, and never to go publicly to them

on account of feandal. Some years after, a
temporal law was added to the fpiritual, de:
claring it felony for a priefl to marry ; or if
married, to have any commerce with his

wi

.; ot even fo much as to converle with
her; or for any perfon to preach or affirm,
that it was lawful for a prieflt to marry.
This law was repealed the following year,
though the canons of the church were ftill
in force, and continued fo till the time of
Edward the Sixth; when the authority of

the fee of Rome being thrown (11, an
att was made, by which the n cs of
the clergy were declared lawful, and their
children legitimate. Queen Mary, in the
firlt year of her reign, repealed this alt;
and in this ftate things continued during the
reign of queen Elizabeth, who, by a lctter
diretted to all the heads of colleges and
cathedral churches, exprefsly prohibits them
from having any wives or women of any

Vou. IL Iii
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S kind among them. The mandate runs thus?
v ¢ We therefore exprefsly will and command,
¢ that no manner of perfon, being either the
“ head or member of any college or c:
¢ thedral church within- this realm, fhall,
« from the time of the notification hereof,
 have, or be permitted to have, within the

« precin& of every fuch college, his wife

 or other woman to abide and dwell in the

¢ fame, or to {requent and haunt any lodg-

“ing within the fame college, upon pain,
¢ that wholocver fhall do the contrary, fhall
« forfeit all ecclefiaftical promotion, in any
« cathedral or collegiate church within this
“realm.” But in the firlt year of James the
Firft, anat was again made, reftoring to the

clergy the rights of nature, and of citizens;
and the aét remains in force at this day.

Conjec- In this conteft we have feen a long and
:,‘:::,::‘,‘, fevere firuggle, between one part of the
o of the clergy, contending for the authority of the
S church, and another part, contending for
the rights of nature. But why this au-
thority of the church, and the rights of
nature, fhould be fo oppofite to each
other, is a point involved in much ob-
feurity. It has been alleged, that the
2 realon
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reafon why the church enjoined celibacy,
was, that the clergy having no legitimate
offspring, might turn their whole attention
to enrich and aggrandize that community
only of which they were members. This,
however, does not appear to be well found-
ed; forillegitimate children may engrofs the
attention of parents, and engage them as
ftrongly in providing for them, as legitimate
ones; a circumftance which has frequently
appeared in the conduét of the fovereign
pontiffs; and yet the church has at moft
but weakly exerted herfelf in preventing the
clergy from having children of this kind.

In the human breaft there is not a paf-
fion fo natural, fo prevalent, as that which
attaches us to the fair fex. The Romifh
clergy are f{ons of nature; they are endowed
with the fame paflions, and {ufceptible of
the fame feelings, as the refl of her children.
How then they fhould voluntarily give up
the gratification of thefe paffions, the plea-
fure arifing from thefe feclings, if they really
do give them up, feems altogether unac-
countable; butif we confider it only asa
finefle, we may guels at the motives which
induce them to it. :

4 i¥2 Iy
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HAD, 1 il
A In all countries, and at all periods, the

o clergy, rather wifer and more cunning than
the reft of mankind, have arrogated and
fecured to themfelyes privileges which were
denied tq all others. The Romifh clergy,
no doubt, confidered the enjoyment of the
fair fex as every fon of nature confiders it ;
but then, in the way of matrimony, this
enjoyment was attended with many incons
veniences and difadvantages, which they
were willing to avoid. They therefore pre-
tended, that perfons {o facred, were forbid
"to enter into matrimony; but at the fame
time they refolved to enjoy all the pleafures
arifing from it, without the expence of a

family, or the chance of being tied to a

partner.  To effeét this it wa
necellary, firfl, to have accels to every wo-
man in private, Secondly, to get into all
the fecrets of the fi

X, And, thirdly, to have
places appropriated, where none but them
ould ever be fuffered to enter,
In the ¢ ..l,‘:() of the (,]mgv we may, there-
fore, perceive the o

and priefts

igin of auricular con-

i« {lion ; a {cheme well (uILuL\le(l to promote
their licentious pu'poks, as it obl iged all
under pain of eternal dannmtmn,
r every fecret; and not contented
with

the wom

to difce




OF WOMEN.

with denouncing damnation againft her who
concealed any thing, it promifed abfolution,
in the moft full and ample manner, to her
who left nothing undifcovered. Thus threat-
ened with the greateft of evils, on the one
hand, and fo eafy a method of elcaping it,
even after every criminal indulgence, held
out on the other, is there any wonder that
women were frequently prevailed upon to
difcover even thofe fecrets which the fex
moft cautioufly of all others conceal. When
women had confefled themfelves guilty of
one or more faults of this kind, it was na-
tural to think, that, without great difficulty,
they might be prevailed upon to repeat
them; thus the crafty fons of the church
were led to difcover where they might make
their attacks with the greateft probability
of fuccefs; and they knew alfo, that if gen-
tle methods fhould fail, they could, in a
manner, force compliance, by threatening
to publifh the former faults of their peni-
tents.

Having, by thefe fchemes, fecured ad-
mittance to all the women, and become
poflefled of all their fecrets, the next flep
was to prevent interruption, when in private

with
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‘X’L:‘Y‘ with them. This was eafily accomplifhed s
_~~ they had only to denounce the vengeance of
heaven againft the daring mifereant, whether
hufband, father, or lover, who fhould facri-
legioufly difturb a holy letcher, while confef-
fing his penitent. Thus, being pofleffed of all
the fecrets of the {ex, fecured in the moft in-
violable privacy, with nature and the paffions
on their fide, and pardon and remiffion in
their power ; is it any wonder that the Ro-

mifh clergy became fo debauched, and fo

dangerous to the peace of fociety, that the
French and German laity, jointly, petitioned
the council of Trent, that priefts might be
allowed to marry, and that their petition
fhould have thefe remarkable words? « We
¢ are afraid to truft our wives and daughters

PRE

« at confeflion, with men who reckon no
« commerce with the fex criminal, but in
« wedlock®,”

In the celibacy of the clergy, we may
difcover alfo the origin of nunneries; the

* A priclt, about the time we are fpeaking of, having met an Eng=
Jifh no! coming outof the parliament, afked him, what news ?
We ha
I
fwered he, ¢ but you cannot hinder your wives from |

ain our elergy fy

juft, faid he, been pafling an a& to rel

wives, “ You may hinder your pricfts from h

g priefls”

intrigues
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intrigues they could procure, while at con-
feflion, were only fhort, occafional, and with
women whom they could not entirely ap-
propriate to themfelves ; to remedy which,
they probably fabricated the fcheme of hav-
ing religious houfes, where young women
fhould be fhut up from the world, and
where no man but a pricft, on pain of death,
thould enter; that in thefe dark retreats,
fecluded from cenfure, and from the know-
ledge of the world, they might riot in li-
centiou{nefs.

Sucu has been the oppofition made by
the clergy to the marriage of their fraternity,
and fuch perhaps has been the caufes of it ;
nor will it appear to any one who is ac-
quainted with the hiflory of the middle
ages, that we cenfure too feverely in fo fay-
ing. The clergy never had any arguments
of confequence to offer in fupport of fo ar-
bitrary a meafure ; that of Cardinal Crema,
already mentioned, feems to have been what
they made moft ufe of, and befides, they
quoted the authority of St. Paul, who fays,
¢ He that marrieth doth well, but he that
< marrieth not doth better.” But they trufted
moft to papal authority, and dogmatical

aflertion
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affertion; all which, even in thé ages of ig=
~~u Norance and fuperflition, were too weak to
flifle nature; and men eafily faw through
the thin difguife, which the flagitioufnefs of
their lives often threw afide without any
ceremony.

Gt As we have frequently mentioned the
2::‘;,, “:, concubinage of the clergy, we think it juf~
:‘1"“”" "7 tice to take notice here, that, however infa-

mous it become afterwatds, it was towards
the beginning of the middle ages a legal
union, fomething lefs {olemn, but not lefs
indiffoluble than marriage ; and that though
a concubine did not enjoy the fame con=
fideration in the family as a wife of equal
rank, yet fhe enjoyed a confequence and
honour greatly fuperior to a mifirefs. By
the Roman law, when the want of birth, or

of fortune, prohibited a woman from be-
coming the wife of a man of family, the
| civil law allowed him to take her as a con-
i cubine, and the children of fuch concubine,
both at Rome and among the ancient
Franks, were not lefs qualified, with the
father’s approbation, to inherit, than the
children of a wife. The weflern church;
for feveral centuries, held concubinage of

this
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this kind intirely lawful. The firft couticil cxae.
of Toleda exprefsly fays, That a man muft J:,{\XJ
have but one wife, or one concubine, at his
option; and feveral councils held at Rome

fpeak the fame language: but fo much

iwere thefe indulgences abufed, that law and
cuftom joining together, at laft ﬁnally abos

lifhed them.

Vou. 1L Kkk CHAP.
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CHAP XXX

Of Widowhood.

S the condition of married women is

oo of all others the moft honourable and
eligible, fo that of widowhood is generally I
the molft deplorable, and confequently the
objeét of their greateft averfion.

why = Women are by nature too weak to defend:

like wi- themfelves againft the infults and outrages

dowteed: of man. They are too weak to maintain
themfelves either by the fifhing and hunting
of the ruder nations, or even by the pafturage
and agriculture of thofe that are more po-
lite. To launch out into trade and com-
merce would require, perhaps, more induf-
try, and more fteady efforts of mind, than
are confiftent with their volatile natures
and finer feelings, and would, befides, ex«
pofe them to many affaults, which even the
fevereft virtue might not always be able to
repel.  On thefe, and a variety of other ac-
counts, they are commonly dependent on
the men for the two important articles, mazn-

tenance
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tenance and protelion. While young, they ciar.
are under the proteétion of their parents or <~y

guardians, who are obliged to provide for
them, or at leaft to fuperintend the manage-
ment both of their fortunes and conduét.
When they enter into matrimony, they put
themfelves under the protetion and guar-
dianfhip of a hufband ; but when they be-
come widows, no perfon is henceforth fo
much interelted in their welfare, no perfon
is legally bound to defend or to maintain
them; and hence their diflike to that for-
lorn condition.

Bur there are other caufes befide thefe,
which ftrongly contribute to heighten this
diflike. Though a woman nay not be very
handfome, yet there is always in youth
fomething that attraéls the attention and
procures the good offices of the men;
confequently the chance of a hufband is con-
fiderable. But when fhe has been married,
and is become a widow, fhe is generally paft
the bloom of life, has loft, by the bearing
of children and care of a family, a great
part of thofe charms which procured her
the firlt hufband ; and on this, and feveral

Kkk 2 other
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C)‘("x;"' other accounts, is not fo likely to fucceed in

U~~u getting another.

5{3“ o Tuys the condition of widowhood, even
widows in

theprimi- 10 the politeft countries, is attended with
tiveasss many difadvantages. In rude and barba-
rous ones, thefe difadvantages are flill more
numerous and more grievous. The hiftory
of all antiquity, gives the firongeft reafons
to fufpe&, that widows were often the prey
of the lawlefs tyrant, who fpoiled them with
impunity, becaufe they had none to help
them. In many places of fcripture, we fre-
quently find the ftate of the widow and the
fatherlefs depiéted as of all others the moft
forlorn and miferable; and men of ho-
nour and probity, in enumerating their

own good alions, placing a principal fhare
of them in not having fpoiled the widow
and the fatherlefs, «If I have lift ‘up
“ my hand againft the fatherlefs,” fays Job,
“or have caufed the eyes of the widow
“to fail, then let mine arm fall from my
* fhoulder, and be broken from the bone.”
In the book of Exodusitis declared as a law,
< that ye fhall not affli& the widow, or the
« fatherlefs child: if thou affli€t them in any
¢ ways, and they cry unto me, I will furely
hear
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* hear their cry; and my wrath fhall wax ”lx;['.
¢ hot, and I will kill you with the fword, [~
< and your wives fhall be widows, and your

¢ children fatherlefs.” In the eight century,

one of the canon laws enaéted, that none

fhall prefume to difturb widows, orphans,

and weak people ; and no {entence could be
executed againft a widow, without advifing

the bifhop of the diocefs of it. Thefe cir-
cumftances create a ftrong fufpicion, that
widows were often opprefled; otherwife,

why {o many laws for their particular pro-
te€tion? But to men who live in happier
times, when laws extend an equal prot
tion to all, and when humanity (hrhucs fi
feelings than thofe of trinmphing over weal
and helplefs beings, fuch laws anpcar fuper-

ec+

fluous and unnatural; and the caufes of
promulgating them can only l)(* dmrvd up,
by confidering the manners and cuftoms of
the times in which they were inftituted,

Berore laws were thoroughly digefted, J"‘ “““”
1ad none

and had fufficiently acqnmd the power of to redrefs
protefling, the privileges of maintaining

their property, and revenging the injuries
done cither to it or their perfons, belonged
to individuals, Accordingly when any per-

fon
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fon was killed, the neareft relation was at
liberty take vengeance on the murderer.
But as this vengeance could feldom be exe-
cuted without danger, it .often happened,
that a widow or an orphan might be mur-
dered with impunity, as there was no per-
fon {o nearly related to either, as to venture
his life againt that of him who had done the
injury. But befides, as widows and orphans
have no friends fo nearly interefted in their
property, as thofe women who have huf-
bands, and thofe children who have fathers;
and as, among uncultivated people, that
which is not defended by firength has hardly
any barrier around it. 'Widows and orph-
ans, in the times of ancient barbarity, were
liable to be frequently wronged, opprefled,
and plundered. Hence the dreadful mif-
fortune of being in any of thofe conditions ;
and hence, allo, the fuperior virtue of not
only refifting the temptation of plundering
them, but of ‘pleading their caufe, in times
when the exertions of humanity were but
weak, and the temptation of acquiring even
a little, exceedingly flrong.

Wiirx we view the manners and cuftoms
of the {avage nations of our own times, we
behold
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behold a piture nearly refembling that of © [ 4¥.

the periods we have juft now mentioned.
We fee that as weaknefs is not proteéted by
the laws, to be allied to powerful relations
and friends, orto be joined in fome formid-
able party are the only fecurities againft ra-
pine and violence. To be thought worthy of
the proteétion of fuch friends, or of fuch a
party, it is generally neceflary either to be
able to fhare in their common dangers, or to
be ufeful to them in fome other manner.
Widows and orphans are frequently incapa-
ble of either: hence among favages, they are
delpifed and neglected, if not plundered and
devoured by the hand of the oppreflor.
Circumf{tances which nowhere happen more
frequently than in Greenland ; a country fo
extremely barren, that almoft the whole of
their fubfitence muft be drawn from the fea ;
and when they cannot derive it from that
fource, as is frequently the cale in flormy
weather, then women, who are in general
but little regarded, fall the firlt viftimsto
famine. But fhould no fuch accident hap-
pen, widows, who are left without {ons of
age and ftrength enough to catch fifh and
feals for them, are always in the moft de-
plorable condition; for the whole riches

of

(2]
The wis
dows of
ftvages
how tréat-
cd,
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CHAT ofa Greenlander confifts in his little flock
o of provifions; and fuch is the barbarous

cuflom of the country, that when he dies,
the neighbours who affemble to bury him,
feldom or never depart from his hut, till
they have confumed the whole of that
ftock, and left the widow to inhabit the bare
walls. In {o horrid a climate, and on fo
{tormy an ocean, it is but little a woman
can procure. She is therefore obliged to
fubfift by the cold hand of charity; in
Greenland much colder, than where the
blood and kindlier {pirits are fanned by a
more benevolent atmofphere; and warmed
by a more vertical fun. Hence it frequently
happens, that the pieces of feals or of whale-
blubber thrown to her, hardly fuftain a
wretched exiftence, or entirely fail; when
neglecled and unpitied by all around her,
fhe expires by hunger and by cold,

AMONG many of the ancients, widows

_ were, by cuftom, reftricted from having a

fecond hufband.  Almoft over all the haﬂ
mong many tribes of the Tartars, they
cd that wives were not only deftined
their hufbands in this world, but in
alfo; and as every wile there was to
be
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be the fole property of her firft hufband, fhe ¢¥A™
could mever obtain a fecond, becaufe he o

could only fecure to himfelf her fervice in
thislife.  After the Greeks became fenfible
of the benefits arifing from the regulations
of Cecrops concerning matrimony, they
conceived fo high an idea of them, that
they affixed a degree of infamy on the wo-
man who married a fecond hmb:m(l, even

after the death of the firft; and it was more
than two centuries after the time of Cecrops,
before any woman dared to make the at-
tempt. Their hiflory has tranfmitted to
pofterity, with fome degrec of infamy, the
name of her who firft ventured on a fecond
marriage. It was Gorgophona, the daughter
of Perfeus and Andromeda, who began the
praétice; a prattice, which, though foon
after followed by others, could not, even

by the multitt m its votaries, be fcreened

from the publ lic o

m ; for, during a great

part of the heroic ag widows who re-

married were confidered as having offended

againft pnblxc decency. A cuflom to which
alludes, when he defcribes
aflt of Dido, between
her love for Anecas, and fear of wounding
her honour by a fecond marriage. Nay, fo

Vour. IL Il feru-

the confli¢t in the bre
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ferupulous were the Greeks about fecond
marriages, thatin fome circumftances even
men were with difficulty allowed to enter
into them. Charonidas excluded all thofe
from the public councils of the flate, who
had children, and married a fecond wife.
¢ It is impoflible, (faid he) that a man can
« advife well for his country, who does not
« confult the good of his own family: he
¢ whofe firft marriage has been happy, ought
¢ to reft fatisfied with that happinefs; if un-
¢ happy, he muft be out of his fenfes to
¢ rifque being fo again.” The Romans bor-
rowed this cuftom of the Grecks, and con-
fidered it not only as a kind of breach of
the matrimonial vow in the woman, but alfo
as affeéting the man nearly in the fame man-
ner that her infidelity would have affeéted
him while he was living. ¢ The foul of a
¢ deceafed hufband,” fays Juftinian, « is dif-
“ turbed when his wife marries a fecond.”
Laws and cuftoms of long ftanding, acquire
among the vulgar the force of moral pre-
cepts. When the manners of the Germans
became {o much refined, that they emanci-
pated their women from the reftrition of
not marrying a fecond hufband, the fpirit
of the cuftom flill operated fo powerful on

2 the
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the minds of thefe women, that it was a CHAP.

long time before any of them would prefer
the voice of nature and of reafon, to that
of the tenet which they had imbibed from
their anceftors; and which they therefore
confidered as facred. In Cumana, when a
hufband dies, it s faid, they make the widow
fivear that fhe will preferve and keep by her,
his head, during her life; as a monitor to
tell her that fhe is never to enter again into
the married ftate.

Amone the ancient Jews and Chriftians
of the primitive ages, there were certain
orders of men, who were not allowed to join
themfelves in marriage with widows. Every
prieft of the Jews was to take a wife in her
virginity ; “a widow, or a divorced woman,
* or prophane, or an harlot, thefe fhall he
«not take; but he fhall take a virgin of his
“ own people to wife.” Pope Syricus, copy-
ing the example fet by Mofes, ordained, that
if a bifhop married a widow, he fhould be
degraded. It is fomewhat remarkable, that
Moles fhould have put widows on the fame
{cale with harlots and prophane women ; an
arrangement which greatly degraded them,
and which muft doubtlefs have depended on

Il e {fome

XX.
N

Claffes of
men not
allowed
to marry
widows,
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ferme opinion or cuftom, of which we are

U now entirely ignorant. - Nor are we better

acquainted with the reafon why the clergy
ol the middle ages were prohibited from
marrying widows; for, befides the prohi-
bition of Syricus, which only extended to
bithops, the church afterward iffued many
others of the fame nature, which extended
in time to all men in holy orders. In the
year 400, we find it decreed in the Cyprian
council, that if a reader marricd a widow,
he fhould never be preferred in the church;
and that if a {ubdeacon did the fame, he
{hould be degraded to a door-keeper or
reader,

the Egyptians were the firfl people
who treated women with propricty, and al+
lowed them to enjoy the common rights of
nature, they were not even unmindful of
their widows, but protetted them by 1l

laws, and allowed them a proper mai

10

tenance from the effefls of their deceafed
hufbands. The Greeks, who de
laws from ancient E

thetr

ived their

ypt, likewife allowed

widows a dower for their fubfiflenc
had any children by the firft huf~
1 1 a fecond, they could

carry

but i
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carry to him none of the dower of the firft.
Among the Romans, when a man died in-

teftate, and without his widow was
the fole heirefs of his fortune ; and if he left
children, fhe had an equal fhare with them
of all that belonged to hich. In the middle
ages, when it was cuflomary for creditors

to feize upon and fell the wives and children
of a debtor, they were not empowered to
take his widow. The connettion was dil-
folved, and fhe was no longer his property;
though her fons and daughters were, and
might be taken and fold accordingly. In
the eleventh century, the church began to
cfpoule the caufe of widows, and required
a promife from penitents, before fhe would
give them abfolution, that they would not
henceforth Ahurt the

dow and the father

Among the F it was cuftomary to pay

to the bride a fmall fum of money, by way
of purchafe. This fum was commonly a

fol and a denier to a maiden; but to a wi-

nier were

dow three golden fols and a
requifite; becaule, all women befides widows
being under perpetual guardianthip, mar-
riage made no change in the liberty of a
maiden; whereas a widow parted with the
liberty fhe had gained by the death of }

firft
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firft hufband, when fhe joined herfelf to a
fccond. - The Bavarians confidered a rape
committed on a widow, as a moft atrocious
crime; and obliged the violator to pay to
her one fourth part more, by way of com-
penfation, then he would have done to a
virgin. In the Doomfday book, we find the
king exatted only a fine of ten fhillings for
liberty to marry a maiden, but it coft twenty

to obtain liberty of marrying a widow; a
plain proof that widows were either more
valued, or fuppofed more able to pay.

Tue melancholy ceremonies of mourn-
ing have, in all ages and countries, been
more peculiarly allotted to women ; widows,

howev

r, whether from a fenfe of the al-
moft unfpeakable lofs they fuftain by the
death of a hufband, or from fome other
reafons known to themfelves only, have ge-
nerally, in thofe folemn ceremonies, gone
greater lengths than the reft of their fex.
Jewith widows mourned the death of their
hufbands, at lealt for the fpace of ten
months, and were reckoned f{hamefully

abandoned if they married again within
that time. Almoft every civilized people
have, in fome degree, copied this example ;
fome
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fome have allotted a longer, and others a C{X‘("-
fhorter time to the mourning of widows, and _~~,
all have marked them with more or lefs in-
famy, if they married again too foon. But
as this infamy was not alwaysa fufficient mo-
tive to reftrain them from doing fo, feveral
legiflators have fixed a certain time, within
which they fhould not be allowed to marry.
Among the Romans, this was ten months.
Among other natiens it varied accerding to
the regard they thought due to a deceafed
hufband ; and the expreffion of that regard
which ought to be fhown by his wife. In
the eleventh century, the church decreed,

that a widow fhould not marry within
fpace of one year afier her releafe from the
bonds of matrimony. The laws of Geneva
fhorten this period to half a year. But as
there are few countries in which the matter
is taken up by the legiflature, it is more
commonly regulated by cuflom than by law.

ABOUT a century ago, widows in Scot-
land, and in Spain, wore the drefs of
mourners, till death, or a fecond hufband,
put an end to the ¢ remony. In Spain, the
widow paffed the firft

year of her mourning

in a chamber hung with black, into which

day-
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o this lugubrious year was ended, {he changed

her dark and difmal fcene for a chamber
hung with grey, into which fhe fometimes
admitted an intrufive funbeam to penetrate;
but neither in her black nor grey chamber
did cuftom allow her looking-glafles, nor
cabinets, nor plate, nor any thing but the
in and neceflary furniture. Nor
any jewels on her perfon,
nor to. Wi y colour but black*. The
faultlefs vi€tim was, however, immedi-
ately difcharged from her gloomy prifon,
if fhe was lucky enough to get a fecond
hufband, and fhe frequently laid herfelf out

moft p
s fhe to hav

for on
her confinement, as on account of reiterat-

as much with a view to efcape from

ing the joys of wedlo

Awmoxe nations lefs cultivated, the idea
of what a widow ought to undergo on the
lofs of her hufband, has been carried to a

* We are fo much aceuftomed in Earope to fee mourners dreffe

affised a melancholy idea to that colours
e, The drel

of the Peruvians

black, that we

not, however, univerfally appropriated to this pu

Ch

that of the Turks blue;

fe mourner

2 moufe colour; of the Egyptians yellow, and in fome of their pro-

vinces green, and purple s at prefent made ufe of as the mourning

drefs of kings and cardinals.

length,
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lcngth in fome refpeéts, more unreafonable ‘”U"
than in Spain. The Mufkohge favages in u\m

America allot her the tedious {pace of four
years to chaflity and to mourning; and
the Chikkafah appoint three to the fame
purpofe The women, however, do not
voluntarily comply with this cuftom, but
only to fave themfelves from the punifh-
ment of adulterers, to which they would be
liable if they afted otherwife§, To this
mourning and continency are added parti-
cular aufterities ; every evening and morn-
ing, during the firlt year, a widow is abliged
to lament her lofs in loud and lugubrious
itrains; but if her hufband was a war-chief,
fhe is then, during the firft moon, to fit the
whole day under his war-pole t, and there

e heen a

he time of monrning, feems to ha
Ral

Abel, and lived all thyt

nency, during

euftom early introduced into the world. T es tell us, that

mourned one hundred y

he Rubbies took this flory

neighbouring nations, who

efpect tg the

+ This war-pole is a tree ftuck in the ground, the top and branches
and trophies of war

cut off, it is painted red, and all the weapoy

ayhich belonged to the deceafed are hung on it, and remain there till

they rot.

Vor. 1. M m m inceflantly
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L){’x’;‘" inceffantly to bewail her loft lord, without
¥ any fhelter from the heat, the cold, or
whatever weather fhall happen; a ceremony
fo rigid and fevere, that not a few in the
performance of it, fall viftims to the vari-
ous diftempers which then attack them, and
to which they are not allowed to pay any
regard, till the ceremony is ended.® This
cuflom, according to the Indians, was infti-
tuted, not only to hinder women from taking
any methods to deftroy, but alfo to induce
them to doall in their power to preferve the
lives of their hufbands. Befides this, there
may be other reafons. It was anciently
confidered as one of the greateft of misfor-
tunes to die unlamented; a circumitance
which the facred records, and the hiftorians
and poets of antiquity frequently allude to,
and which 1s at this day a cuftom in many
parts of the Indies, and exifts alfo in Wales,
Ireland, and Scotland, in fome of the north-
ern parts of which, nothing would more
difturb a chieftain when alive, than to think
that his funeral dirge would not be fung by
his dependents when dead ; perhaps, there-
fore, this long and painful mourning of the
American widows was inflituted to prevent
the illufive evil of dying unlamented.

Bur
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Bur this painful ceremony, and this long © ¥
celibacy of the Mufkohge and Chikkafah
widows, is notall that they are condemned
to fuffer; the law obliges Lhem alfo, during
the continuance of their weeds, to abitain
from all kinds of diverfion, from all publick
company, to go with their hair negligent
and difheveled, and to deny themfelves the
enchanting pleafure of anointing it with
greafe or oil. The brother, or other neareft
relation of the deceaféd hufband, enforces
the obfervation of all thefe ceremonies with
the moft fcrupulous attention; becaufe,
fhould the widow fail in performing any of
them, fhe would bring the moft indelible
ftain upon the whole family into which fhe
was married. Through the whole of their
widowhood, the women continue to mourn
their loft hufbands, and in their lamentations
conftantly call on them by name, efpecially
when they go out to work in the morning,
and when they return in the evening, at
which times the whole company of maids and
widows join in a melancholy chorus, ma-

king the hills and dales reverberate the |

funebral found. Hufbands, how:
weep for their wives; ¢ tears,

, never
fay they,
Mmm 2 frido
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sy do not become men; it is only women

« that ought to weep.”

Women Sucu are the feverities which mark the

,f:}::\l:‘ fate of widows among the favages of Ame-
;}2;25";: rica; but hard as we may reckon all thefe
the other unmerited {ufferings and aufterities, they are
¥ lenient and tender, when compared to what
widows in feveral parts of Africa are obliged
to undergo. In that country of tyranny and
defpotiflm, wives and concubines are not
only doomed to be the flaves of their huf-
bands in this world, but, according to their
opinion, in the next alfo; the hufband

therefore, is no fooner dead than his wives,
n" fometimes

concubines, fervants, and ev
horfes muft be firangled, in order to render
him the fame fervices in a future life which
they did in this. At the Cape of Good
Hope, in order that widows may not im-
pofe themfelves on the men for virgins, they
are obliged by law to cut off a joint from a
finger for every hufband that dies ; this joint
| they prefent to their new hufband on the day
of their marriage. In the Ifthmus of Darien,
both fexes were formerly obliged to obferve
this cuftom, that none of them might im-
ves on each ether for what they
werg

o

pofe ther
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which s not lefs probable, it was their mar- (~~,

riage ceremony by which they were affian-
ced to cach other. In Darien, when a
widow dies, fuch of her children as are too
young to provide fubfiffence for themfelves
are buried with her in the fame grave, no
one being willing to take the charge of them,
and the community not being fo far ripened
as to difcover that the lofs of every indi-
vidual is a lofs to the ftate. Such is the
favage barbarity of African and American
policy ; a barbarity which can only be ex-
ceeded by what we are going to relate of the
Hindoos, or ancient inhabitants of the banks
of the Ganges, and fome other parts of the
Eaft Indies,

Brsipes remarkable cuflom of ma-

king every woman a prifones for life, the

Afiatics prefent us with another ftill more

extraordinary, and, if poffible, more re-
pugnant to human nature. The Hindoos
do not bury their dead after the manner of
many other nations, but burn their bodies
upon a large pile of wood crefted for the
moft beloved
faid, all the

wives

pole; upon this pile the

wife, and in fome places it is

Widows
burnt on
the fune-

ral pile of
their hu(®

ani
bands
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C\"\"‘\" wives of great men are obliged to devote
o themfelves to the flames which confume the

widows.

body of their hufbands*.

Tars cruel-and inhuman cuflom having
exifled among them from the remotef} anti-
quity, its origin is dark and uncertain,
though they generally give the following
accountof it+. The Hindoo wives having
in ancient times become fo wicked ‘and
abandoned, as to make a common praéiife
of poifoning their hufbands whenever they
difpleafed them ; feveral methods were in
vain attempted to remedy the evil, when at
laft the men found themfelves under the
7 of enaling a law, Thatevery wi-
1g them fhould be burned to death

necelflit

do

* In the hiflory of the Buccancers of America, it is faid that a

wve of her deccafed hufband ; and

his benes, wath anddry them

, carry them on her back all day,

pace of another year
mous author of the hiflory,
e deferves but lietle credit.

odotus informs us th,

51 & prople of Thrace, widows,
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on the funeral pile of her dead hufband; an SHAP

XXX,

effectual, though dreadful remedy to prevent -~

the moft horrid of crimes.

As there is no pofitive proof, however,
that this was the origin of fo barbarous a
cuftom, others have ﬁlppo[bd that it arofe in
the following manner. At the death of
Brama, the great prophet ar d lawgiver

of the Hindoos, his wives, inconfolable

for fo great a lofs, refolved not to fur-
ViV
crificed themfelves on the funeral pile.
The wives of the chief Rajahs, or officers
of ftate, unwilling to have their love and

him, and therefore voluntarily fa-

fidelity reckoned lefs than the wives of Bra-
ma, followed, in a kind of bravo, their unna-

tural example. The Bramins, or priefls of

Brama,. forfecing that it would turn out
advantageous to their fociety, extolled the
new invented piety, and «
{pirits of thofe heroines from thenceforth

ared, that the

defifted from being tranfmigrated into other
bodies, and immediately entered into the

firlt bhoobun of purificatio A reward

* Accordin

feven above

to the Bramins there are fourteen bhoobuns or 5

s of the ble

for the reception of th
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fo glorious, which faved the fpirit from
palling a long and difagreeable ftate of pro-
bation, in the bodies of a variety of inferior
animals, induced even the wives of the Bra-
mins themfelves to claim a right of facrificing
their bodies in this manner. The wives of al}
the Hindoos caught the enthufiaflic conta-
gion, and thus in a fhort time the frantie
heroifim of a few women brought on a ge.
neral cullom.  The Bramins fanélified it by
religion, and thereby eftablifhed it on a
foundation that {everal thoufand years have
not been able to deftroy,

As the Bramins receive confiderableemolu-
ments from the burning of widows, they
take care to interweave into their education
an idea of its neceflity, and from their ear-
lieft youth inftruét them to confider this
cataflrophe a« the moft pleafing to Brama,
and the moft beneficial to themfelves and
their children. When they become wives,
the fame unwearied efforts are continued to
confirm their mindsin the principals fo early
and feven below it, for the reeeption of thofe who are condemned to
nd puniflunent, till they arvive at the neeeffary de

further mifer

of purification.

inculcated ;
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inculcated; all the enthufiafm of religion,
and all the ardour arifing in the human mind
from glory, are kindled up into a blaze. All
the abhorrence ftarting up againft degra-
dation, fhame and infamy, is likewife con-
jured up to exert itfelf. The woman is

told, from the Shafter, their fountain of

infallible truth, that it is proper for a widow
after her hufband’s death, to burn herlelf in
the fame fire with his corpfe; and that every
one who does fo, fhall remain in paradife
with him three croree and fifty lacks of'years,
in the full enjoyment of every poflible fe-
licity.  That the children defcended of a
mother thus voluntarily facrificed, acquire
thereby an additional luftre, are courted in
marriage by the moft honcurable of their
caft, and even fometimes advanced to a caft
fuperior to that in which t!
That fhe who dcfhnl]y decli
the funeral pile, is d

e born.

y
s to afcend
graded from her caft,
thrown out of all fom!—'tv and by every one
contemned and defpife d. That her children
too, degraded and buffetted, muft feel the
effefts of her crime, and become with her-
felf the deteftation even of the loweft, and
moft defpicable, of mankind; that fhe for«
feits all title to the long felicity fhe would

Vor. IL Nnn have
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have enjoyed with her hufband in paradife;

o muft fubmit to many painful and degrading

tranfmigrations, and at laft be condemned
to eternal torments in hell, for crimes of
the molt trifling nature, which would other-
wife have been overlooked.

In fpite of the care of the Bramins, in
fpite of all the glorious rewards offered to
thofe who burn, and dreadful punifhments
threatened againft thofe whe do not, nature
will often revolt at death, and prefer even
a life of ignominy to an exit attended with
all the flattering ideas of honour and felicity.
We are encouraged to affert this, becaufe a
gentleman, who has been prefent at many
of thefe executions, declares, that in fome
of the vi€tims he has oblerved a dread and
relu¢tance, which flrongly fpoke their hav-
ing repented of their fatal refolution. But
too late; for Vifinu, fay the Bramins, is
waiting for the {pirit, and muft not be dif-
appointed: when the woman, therefore,
wants courage, fhe is forced to afcend the
pile, and is afterward held down by long
poles till the flames reach and deftroy her;
mean while her {creams and cries are drown-
ed by the noife of loud mufic, and the ftill

2 more
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morte noify fhouts and acclamations of the
furrounding multitude.

Soue hiftorians have lately afferted, that
the cuftom of burning no longer exifts in
India. This, however, is a miftake; there
are two recent inftances of it tranfmitted by
Europeans, who were witneffes of the tranf-
ations they related. Of one of thefe, as
being the moft circumftantial, we fhall give
our readers an abfira&t. On the 4th of Feb-
ruary, 1742, died Rham Chund, pundit of
the Maharattor tribe; his widow, aged feven-
teen or eighteen years, as foon as he expired,
immediately declared to the Bramins, and
witneffes prefent, her refolution to burn.
As the family was of great importance, all
her relations and friends left no arguments
unattempted to diffuade her from her pur-
pofe. The flate of her infant children, the
terrors and pains of the death fhe afpired
after, were painted to her in the firongeft
and moft lively colours ; but fhe was deaf to
all. Her children, indeed, fhe feemed to
leave with fome regret; but when the ter-
rors of burning were mentioned to her, with
a countenance calm and refolved, fhe put
one of her fingers into the fire, and held it

Nnn 2 there
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there a confiderable time ; then, with one
of her hands, fhe put fire into the palm of
the other; {prinkled incenfe upon it, and
fumigated the attending Bramins. Being
given to underftand, that {he fhould not ob-
tain permiflion to burn, fhe fell immediately
into the molft deep aflliétion; but foon recol-
lefling herfelf, anfwered, that death would
{till be in her power; and that if fhe were
not allowed to make her exit, according to
the principles of her caft, fhe would flarve
herfelf. Finding her thus refolved, her {riends
were, at laft, obliged to confent to her pro-
pofal,

Earry on the following maorning, the
body of the dece
the water-fi

fed was carried down to

de; the widow followed about
ten o'clock, accompanied by three principal

Bramins, her children

relations, and a nu-
merous crowd of {peétato
for her

. As the order
burning did not arrive till after one
o'clock, the interval was employed in pray-
ing with the Bramins, and wafhing in the
Ganges: as foon as it arrived, fhe retired
and flaid about half an hourin the midft of
her female relations ;

he then divelled her-
{elf of her bracel

rac

ts, and other ornaments ;
and
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and having tied them in a kind of apron, i
which hung before her, was conduéted by v~

the females to a corner of the pile. On the
pile was an arched arbour, formed of dry
fticks, boughs, and leaves ; and open only
at one end to admit her entrance. In this
was depofited the body of the decealed;
his head at the end, oppofite to the opening.
At that corner of the pile, to which fhe had
been conduéted, a Bramin had made a fmall
fire, round which fhe and three Bramins fat
for a few minutes; one of them then put
into her hand a leaf of the bale tree; the
wood of which a part (‘f the funeral pile
is always conftrufted : fhe threw the leaf
into the fire, and one of the others gave her
a fecond leaf, which fhe held over “'“ flame,
whilft he, three times, d

on it, whicl
whilft the

h x.xhsd and f

torrah Beid, and afke
which fhe anfwered with a fleady
countenance ; thele being over,
with great f()l”:

pile, the B

ity

readir

rd time to

fhe came the thir

flopped, took her rings off’
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Cg)f‘x"- fingers, and put them to her other orna-
_~~» ments; then taking a folemn and majeflic
leave of her children, parents, and relations,
one of the Bramins dipped a large wick of
cotton in fome ghee, and giving it lighted
into her hand, led her to the open fide of
the arbour, where all the Bramins fell at her
feet; fhe blefled them, and they retired
weeping.  She then afcended the pile, and
entered the arbour, making a profound re-
verence at the feet of the decealed, and then
advancing, feated herfelf by his head. In
filent meditation, fhe looked on his face for
the fpace of a minute; then fet fire to the
arbour in three places; but foon obferving
that fhe had kindled it to leeward, and
that the wind blew the flames from her, fhe
arofe, fet fire to the windward fide, and pla-
cidly refuming her flation; fat there with a

dig
convey an idea of. The pile being of com-
buflible matter, the fupporters of the roof
were foon confumed, and the whole tumbled

inupon her, putting an end at once to her

ity and compofure, which no words can

courage and her life,

Tue other inflance of a woman burning
herfelf happened within thefe few yearss
as
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as the ceremonies fhe obferved in doing it,
were nearly the fame as thofe we have juft
related, we fhall only obferve that the fol-
lowing were the differences. The firft only
wathed her own body in the Ganges; the
fecond wafhed herfelf and the corps of her
hufband. The firft gave nothing to the
fpeétators; the fecond diftributed among
them money, rice fried in butter, and betel
out of her own mouth. The firft kindled
the fire that was to devour her; the fecond
had it kindled by her children. The firft fat
byherdeceafed hufband; the fecond ftretched
herfelf down by his fide. But thefe imma-
terial differences may, perhaps, be regulated
by the cuftomsof different diftriéts.

Frowm fuch fcenes of horror, we natur.
ally turn with abhorrence; and are happy

to fay, that though the burning of widows ]
) { 4

is not altogether abolifhed, by the authority
and example of the Europeans it is gradu-
ally falling into difufe, and cannot be exe-
cuted without leave of the governor; who
grants it as feldom as poffible: European
authority and example, however, cannot
prevail on the Afiatics to confider their wo-
men in a more liberal point of view; to

treat
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CHAP treatithem as companions and cquals, orto

‘;\—\J releafe them from thefe prifons where they
are confined for life. If fuch, therefore,
is the generally treatment of the fex, even
whilein all the bloom of youth and beauty,
we are not to expett that thole widows who
do not burn with their hufbands, are to ex-
perience any indulgence—when their youth,
when their beauty, isno more; when they
have failed ina point of duty, and of gra-
titude, reckoned fo neceflary ; and have
nothing lefi to plead their caule but ha-
manity, an emotion hardly alive among the
people we are treating of, and whofe feeble
exertions, in many places of Afia and Africa,
cannot refcue even the widow of a friend,
or a brother, from being confidered as the
property of the relations of her deceafed
hufband, and {old or condemned to labour
for their profit.

Wipows are not, however, in all parts
of Afia treated in this flavith manner. Iy
China, if they have had children, they
become abfolute miftreffes of themfelves;
and their relations have no power to compel
them to continue widows, nor to give them
to another hufband. It is not, however,
reputable
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reputable for a widow who has children, to C:{‘ /}{‘"
enterinto a fecond marriage, without great <,

neceflity, efpecially if fhe is a woman of dif-
tin€tion ; in which cafe, although fhe has
been a wife only a few hours, orbarely con-
tratted, fhe frequently thinks herfelf obliged
to pafs the refl of her days in widowhood ;
and thereby to teflify to the world the efteem
and veneration fhe had for her hufband or
lover. In the middle ftations of life, the
relations of fome deceafed hufbands, eager
to reimburfe the family in the fum which the
wife originally coft it, oblige her to marry,
or rather fell her to another hufband, if fhe
has no male iffue. And it frequently hap-
pens, that the future hufband has concluded
the bargain, and paid the money for her,
before fhe is acquainted with the tranfaion.
From this oppreffion fhe' has only two me-
thods of delivering herfelf, Her relations
may reimburfe thofe of the deceafed huf-
band, and claim her exemption, or, fhe
may become a Bonz¢fle; a flate, however,
not very honourable, when embraced in an
involuntary manner. By the laws of China,
a widow cannot be fold to another hufband
till the time of her mourning for the firft
expires ; {o cager, however, are the friends

YVou. 1L Ooo often
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often to difpofe of her, that they pay nore-

v gard to this law'; but, on complaint being

European
widows
how
weated,

made to a mandarin, he is obliged to do
her juftice.  As fhe is commonly unwilling
to be bartered for in this manner, without
her confent or knowledge, as foon as the
bargain is, ftruck, a covered chair, with a
confiderable number of lufty fellows, is
brought to her houfe; fhe is forcibly put
into it, and conveyed to the houfe of her
new hufband, who takes care to fecure her.

Tuouvcu among the favages of America,
though in Africa and Afia, widows are treated
in this infamous manner, and their condition
thereby rendered the moft deplorable; in
Europe the cafe is fo widely different, that
a widow, in tolerable circumflances, is more
miftrels of herfelf, than any other woman
being free from that guardianfhip and con-
troul, to which the fex are fubjett while
virgins, and while wives. In no part of
Europe is this more exemplified than at
Parma, and fome other places of Italy;
where a widow is the only female who is at
liberty either to chufe a hufband, or aflume
the government of any of her ations.
Should a virgin pretend to chufe for herfelf,

it
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it would be reckoned the moft profligate li-
_ centioufnefs ; fhould fhe govern her attions
or opinions, {he would be confidered as the
moft pert, and perhaps the moft abandoned
of her fex. At Turin, the order of St.
Maurice are reftrifted from marrying wi-
dows ; and yet at Turin the condition of a
widow is, in point of cvery other liberty,
preferable to that of a maid. Politencls
and humanity have joined their efforts in
Europe, to render the condition of widows
comfortable. The government of E
has provided a fund for the widows of
officers. The clergy of Scotland, have vo-
luntarily raifed a ftock to fupport the wi-
dows of their order. Many incorporated
trades have followed thefe laudable exam-
ples; nor is this care confined to Britain,
it extends to France, Germany, and oth
countries, where it exifts in forms too vari-
ous to be delineated.

gland

T

As we fhall have occafion in the next
chapter to treat more fully of the rights and
privileges of widows in.England, we fhall
not at prefent enter on that fubjeét. Our
ancient laws, and thofe of a great part of
Europe, ordained, that a widow fhould lofe

Ooo 2 her
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" her dower, if fhe married again; or fuffered

U~ her chaflity to be corrupted ; and the laws

of Pruffia retain this ordinance to the pre=
fent time. They likewife ordain, that a
widow fhall not marry again within: nine
months after the death of her hufband; and
that if, while fhe is with'child to a deceafed
hufband, fhe marry another, fhe fhall be
put into the houfe of corre@ion; and the
hufband, if he knew her L()ndmon put to
work at the wheel-barrow for one year,
Befides making widows lofe their dower
when they enter into a fecond marriage,

the Pruffians have another regulation con-
cerning them, highly d(ﬂnptlve of the
humanity and wifdom of their legiflator.
When a widower and a widow intend to
marry, one or both of which having child-
ren, as it too frequently happens that fuch
children are either defj pifed or negleéted, in
confequence of the new conneétions formed,
and perhaps r)l' he new offspring raifed

>ruflia provide for their

cducation and fortune, according to the
rank and circumflances of the parents; and

t
up, the laws of F

will not fuffer either man or woman to enter
into a fecond marriage, without previoufly
fettling with the children of the firft,

We
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Wt have already related, that widows in
fome parts of the world, are obliged to dif-
tinguith themfelves by certain marks from
the reft of their fex, that they may not have
a power of impofing themfelves on the men
as virgins. The laws of Pruffia carry this
idea {till farther; they reckon that the man
who marries a widow, believing her to be a
virgin, is fo egregioufly cheated, that they
retort the evil on the aggreffor, and render
the marriage null and of no effe@. We
cannot pretend to defcribe particularly the
ideas that the Pruffians entertain of widows:
they are certainly, however; much lefs ex-
alted than thofe they entertain of virgins;
as in their code of laws we meet with this
remarkable fentiment :  The hufband may
¢ prefent to his bride the morgengabe, or gift,
¢ on the morning after marriage, even though
< he fhould have ma I a widow.” But
though widows feem by them lefs efteemed
than virgins, they are not without feveral
privileges. In fome provinces, if there is
no marriage fettlement, and the hufband
dies inteftate, they fucceed to the half of all
that was the joint property of both. But
a privilege flill more extraordinary, and

neither
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ther reconcilable to nature, nor to found

widow, eleven months after the death of her
hufband, to bring forth the child that was
begot by him; which, according to the
Pruflian law, fhall be legitimate, provided
it appear more {irong and vigorous than a
child of nine months, and provided nothing
can be proved againft the woman.

In almoft all the other countries of Eu-
rope, the laws and cuftoms, which regard
widows, are little different from thofe con-
cerning virgins, only in this circumftance,
that they every where allow the widow to be
miftrefs of herfelf; while the maid and the
wife are controuled by a parent or a huf-
band. They generally alfo fecure to the
widow a maintenance from the eftates and
effe@s of her deccafed hufband, and fre-
quently devolve upon her the important
truft of bringing up her children, and fuffer
her to reap fome advantages from their board
re, for
the moft part, in the power of the father,

and education; but fuch advantag

who, by his will, may leave them to his
wife, or to any other guardian he fhall think
proper
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proper to appoint ; for the laws of Europe CHAR:

do not confider the mother as the natural «~~u
guardian of her own children, nor endow

her with any authoritative power over
them,

APPENDIX.
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CHAP XXXIL

A fhort view of fome of the moft material
Laws and Cuftoms, concerning the Women
of Great Britain.

IN proportion as real politenefs and ele-
gance of manners advance, the interefls
and advantages of the fair fex not only ad-
vance alfo, but become more firmly and
permanently eftablifhed. The interefts, how-
ever, and good treatment of the fex do not
altogether depend on the advancement of
politenefs and clegance, for it fometimes
happens, thata people rather lefs advanced
in thefe articles than their neighbours, make
up the loffes thereby arifing to their women,
by tendernefs and humanity. The French
and Italians are before the inhabitants of
Britain in politenefs, they are fuperior to
them in elegance, yet the condition of their
women, upon the whole, is not preferable.
Such privileges and immunities as they
derive from the influence of politenefs, the

Vou IL Ppp Britifh
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Briti(h derive from the laws of their country.
Flowing in this channel, though thefe privi-
leges are perhaps accompanied with lefs foft-
nefs and indulgence, they have the advantage
of being eflablifhed on a firmer foundation ;
and being diétated by equity and humanity,
are lefs liable to be altered and infringed,
than if they depended on the whim and
caprice which influences gallantry and po-
litenels.

Brrore we proceed to a particular de-
tail of thefe laws which regard the perfons
and properties of the women of this coun-
try, it may not be improper to oblerve, that,
taken collettively, and compared with the
fame kind of laws in other countries, they
feem f{o much preferable, that we cannot
help imagining the fame fpirit, which for
many centuries prompted the Englifh to be
{o liberal of their blood and treafure, in
fupport of thofe weaker nations who were
opprefled by their more powerful neigh-
bours, has allo difated the laws which regard
that fex who are almoft every where enflaved
or opprefled by the other. Itis true, the
laws of feveral countries are in fome parti-
culars more favourable to the fex than thole

of
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of England. Thele of Frederic king of Pruf-
fia, which regard the matrimonial compaét,
thew a greater indulgence to the women,
and veft in them powers more extenfive than
thofe of England. Thefe of France and
Italy, as well as the cuftoms which regard
their perfonal liberty, feem more indulgent.
And thefe of Spain, which regard their
rank, and fettle the deference ta be paid to
them, greatly exceed any thing experienced
in this country. But thofe favours and in-
dulgences are only partial, they only mark
particular parts of their code of female laws,
and do not uniformly extend their influence
over the whole.

In confidering the advantages and difad-
vantages in the condition of our women, we
fhall begin with the higher ranks of life. In
France, the Salique law does not allow a
female to inherit the crown; but in England
a woman may be the firft perfonage in the
kingdom, may fucceed to the crown in her
own right, and in that cafe, not bound by
any of the laws which reftrain women, fhe
may enjoy the fame powers and privileges
as a king. Such a queen, if fhe marry,
retains alfo the fame power, iffues the

Ppipi2 orders,
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Ciar orders, and tranfaéls the bufinefs of the
Lonv flate in her own name, and continues flill
the fovereign, while her hufband is only a
fubje€t. But when a King fucceeds in' his
own right to the crown, and marries, his
queen is then only a fubje@, and her rights
and privileges not near {o extenfive. She is
exempted, however, from the general Jaws
which exclude married women from having
any property in their own right.  She is al-
lowed a court, and officers diftinét from
thofe of the king her hufband. And fhe
may fue any perfon at law, without Jjoining
her hufband in the fuit. It is high treafon
to endeavour to compals her death, and to
violate her chaflity is punifhable in a much
feverer manner than the punithment for vio-
lating that of any other woman, She may
purchafe lands. She may fell and convey
them to another perfon, without the inter-
ference of her hufband. She may have a
feparate property in goods and in lands,
and may difpofe of thefe by will, as if fhe
were a fingle woman, - She is not liable to
pay any toll, and cannot be fined in any
court of law, In all other refpe@s fhe is
only confidered as a fubjeét, and on the
commiffion of any crime may be tried and
punifhed
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punifhed by the pecrs of the realm, A queen-
dowager has privileges different from all
other women of whatever rank. She re-
mains ftill entitled to almolt every right fhe
enjoyed during the life of her hufband, and
even if fhe marry a fubje@, does not lofe
her rank or title. But as a marriage of this
kind is confidered as derogatory to her dig-
nity, no man is allowed to efpoufe her with-
out a licence from the reigning king.

SomE of the other females of the royal
family are alfo peculiarly diftinguifhed and
protefted by the law, To violate the chaf-
tity of the confort of the prince of Wales,
or of the eldeft daughter of the king, al-
though with their own confent, is deemed
high-treafon, and punifhable accordingly.
In former times, the king had a power of
levying an aid upon his {ubjeéls, to enable
him to defray the expence of marrying and
giving a portion to his cldefl daughter. But
this power, which was frequently ftretched
into the moft exorbitant opprefiion, declined
with the feudal fyftem, and has long fince
happily expired. As for the younger fons
and daughters of the king, they ar
otherwile diftinguithed by the

hardly

1
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A having the precedency of all other fubje@s
“ - in public ceremonies.

Besipes the privileges annexed to the
females of the royal family, there are fome
alfo enjoyed by peereffes, which are mot
common to other women, A peerefs, when
guilty of any crime, cannot be tried but by
the houfe of peers ;- and if convitted of any
crime within the' benefit of clergy, may
plead, and is entitled to an exemption from
the punifhment of burning on the hand, a
punifhment commonly inflicted upon people
of all inferior ranks for fuch kind of offences.
A woman, who is noble in her own right,
cannot lofe her nobility by marrying the

meaneft plebeian; fhe communicates her
nobility to her children, but not to her huf-
band. She who is only ennobled by marry-
ing a peer, lofes that nobility if fhe after- |
wards marry a commoner, the law judging
it expedient that marriage fhould have a
power of degrading as well as of elevating
her.  She who firft marries aduke, or other
peer of a fuperior order, and afterwards a
fimple baron, is flill allowed to retain her
firft title, and the privileges annexed to it:
for the law conlfiders all peers as equals. In
the
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the fcale of female rank and importance,
there is a kind of intermediate fpace between
the peerels and the commoner, filled up by
the wives of bifhops, judges, and baronets;
all which, though they fhare in the fplen-
dour and opulence of their hufbands, have
no title in confequence of the rank which
thefe hufbands enjoy. By the courtely in-
decd of this country, the wives of baronets

are called ladies, a title fuperior to that of

their hufbands, but at the fame time a title
to which they have no legal right, being in
all judical writs and proceedings only de-
nominated Dame fuch-a-one, according to
the names of their hufbands. In Scotland
the courtefy of the country is carried fill
much farther. Every womah who is pro-
prictor of any land in her own right, oris
the wife of a man who is proprictor of an
eftate, great or little, is called Lady fuch-a-
thing, according to the name of that eflate ;
{o that a woman is fometimes accofted with
the pompous title of lady, who may almoft
cover the whole of her territorial diftriét
with her apron.

As women are, in polifhed fociety, weak
and incapable of felf-defence, the laws of
this
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this country have fupplied this defe&@, and
formed a kind of barrier around them, by
rendering their perfons fo facred, that even
death is, in feveral cafes, the confequence
of taking improper advantages of that weak-
nefs. By our laws, no man is allowed to
take a woman of any rank or condition, and
oblige her to marry him, under pain of im-

prifonment for two years, and a fine at the

carries away an heirefs, and marries her,
even though he fhould obtain her confent
after the forcible abduétion, fubjeéts himfelf
to a {lill greater penalty, he is guilty of fe-
lony without benefit of clergy. And there
15 hardly any criminal whom the law pur-
fues to death with more fleady and unre-
lenting feverity. Women are, on account
of their weaknefs, and the better to pre-
ferve the modefly of their fex, excufed from
{erving all kinds of public offices ; and fuch
as are under twelve years of age, which is
the time fixed by the law for being mar-
riageable, if forced into a marriage, or
even feduced to confent to it, may after-
wards refufe to the hufband the rights of
matrimony, and have the marriage declared
null and of no effe&.

In
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Ix no inflance has the law exerted itfelf AT
more {lrenuouﬂy, than in guarding women k/V\IJ
a.gamﬂ every violence offered to their chaf- "nwdf:
tity. - Their fecurity in this refpett has, in i ohe
every well regulated ftate, been confidered ‘:‘21‘“"'
asan obje@ of the utmoft importance, not
only as guaranteeing to themfelves that
liberty of refufal, which throughout the
whole extent of nature feems the right of
females, but alfo, as affording to the puhl:c
all the {ecurity which the law can give, for
the chaflity of their wives, and the legiti-
macy of their children. We have already

nentioned the p\milhments infliéted on the
perpetrators of rapes in feveral periods and
countries*. In Britain thefe punifhments
have varied with the manners of the times,
and the genius of the legiflators. Inthe
time of the Anglo-Saxons, he who com-

it

mitted a rape fuffered death. William the

S

* The laws of Conftantine againft rape and fedution, are marked

\with a hrutal feverity far_beyond f

When a woman under the age of twenty-=five, was decoyed, or fo

bly taken from the houfe of her parents, the culprit was e

beaftss did the woman de
ity inftead of
Profecutions of

alive, or torn to

had been taken a er own confent, her hus

e

faving her lover, involved Tuin,

this kind were intrufled to the parents of the guilty or injured woman ;

nclined them to forgive, ot ¢ to repair the honour

cither cafe th

of their family by marriage, i bjeded themfelves to

Vou. IL Qqq Con-
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cprar- Conqueror altered that punifhment to the

lofs of eyes and emafculation, which dif-
abled the offender from being again guilty
of the like crime. Henry the Third, con-
fidering thefe punifhments as too fevere, and
finding that a power fo extenfive lodged in
the hands of all forts of women, was often
abufed from motives of refentment, or-
dained, that a rape, when not profecuted
within forty days, {hould only be confidered
as a fimple trefpals, and punifhed by two
years imprifonment and a fine, at the plea-
fure of the crown; and even when it wag
profecuted within the forty days, the king
referved to himfelf the power of punifhing
the offender. Having made trial of this
method, and finding that it was far from
fufficient to guard the fair fex from v iolence,
he at laft made the commiffion of a rape
felony. Finding even this defence too weak,
he, fome time after, made it felony without

exile and con

feation,  Slaves, whether male or female, when accef-
fary to rape or feduct
erable torture of h

.+ were burnt alive, or deflroyed by the exe-
ng melted lead pourcd down their throats. The

cems even to hiave fhocked the unfecling promulga-

sigour of this Jaw

d to

wve obliged him to foften the feverity of his general jn-
al ads of mercy. In fubfequent reigns the moft
ts of it were altcred, or repealed,

benefit
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benefit of clergy. And fo careful has the ¢} aP.
law been to fecure all women of whatever L~
charaéter or condition, that even the moft
common proftitute has, in cafe of a rape, the
fame powers and privileges as other women,

In almoft all other cafes, whether civil
or criminal, parties cannot be witnefles for
themfelves. A woman, however, who is
ravifhed, may give evidence upon her oath,
and is in law not only confidered as a com-
petent witnefls, but may by her {ole teftimony
prove the fat, and deprive the aggreflor of
his life. In fome meafure to counteraét the
exorbitance of this power, and fecure the
lives of the men from being facrificed to
pique and refentment, the cr?edibility of her
teftimony is left entirely in the breaft of the
jury, to be judged of from the tenour of her
condu@, and the circumftances that occur
in the trial. This power of being a witnefs
for herfeif, in cafes of affault, is not con-
fined to fuch women only as are allowed by
the law to be competent witnefles in other
cafes, it is extended even to infants. She
who is under twelve years of age may be a
competent witnefs againft a man who has
abufed her, provided fhe has attained a fuf-

Qqq 2 ficient

|
b )
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ficient degrec of underftanding to know the

L~ nature of an oath, Nor does the privilege

of the fex in this particular inftance flop
even here, it is extended to a length un-
known in molt other cafes. If a man has
been tried and condemned for a rape, and
is afterwards pardoned, the woman may, by
an appeal, have him tried again for the
fame offence. A married woman may f{ue
her ravifher in any criminal court, without
the confent or approbation of her hufband,
And, to fum up all, a woman may even kill
a man who attempts to ravifh her.

Sucn extenfive privileges, velled in a fex
fo much guided by the impulfes of paffion,
and (o fufceptible of the firo geft and moft
implacable refentment, has by many been
confidered as a violent firetch of legal
authority, whereby the balance of Jjuflice
which ought in all cafes to be equal, is evi-

2

dently made to preponderate more in favour
of the one fex than of the other : But, on
the other hand, when we confider the weak-
nefs of that fex, the violence of ours, and
the neceffity which humanity and the rules

of focicty lay us under of defending them,
When to thefs dd, the impoffibility, in
this




A PPENDLEX

485

this cafle, of framing a law which fhall an- Cx‘;l\ll
XI.

fwer the intention of the legiflator, and lay
neither of the fexes under any difadvantage;
and that much greater evils would arife to
fociety, were women fubjeét to the affaults
of every rude invader, than from the powers
with which they are invefted, we cannot
help thinking, that this law, as it ftands at
prefent, is, perhaps, nearly as perfeét as
the nature of the cafe will admit of.

As licentioufnefs of manners, ficklenels
of temper, or a fraudulent intention of de-
bauching, frequently induce the more giddy
or worthlefs part of curfex, to addrefs and
make promifes to a woman, without any in-
tention of marrying her; and as it is impofl-
fible in all cafes for the fex to difcover the
real lover from the impoftor; that they may

not be altogether without redrefs when fo
cheated, the law of England ordains, that
if a man courts a woman, promifes to marry
her, and afterwards marries another, fhe
may, by bringing an attion againft him,
recover fuch damages, as a jury {hall think
adequate to the lofs fhe has fuftained. In
Scotland, it is faid, fhe may recover one
half of the fortune he reccives with his

wife,

T2V}

Power of
women to
compel
the per-
formance
of a pro-
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G A‘P' wife. On the other hand, as it fometimes

happens, that artful women draw on the
more fond and filly part of our fex, to make
them valuable prefents under pretence of
marriage, and afterwards laugh at, or refufe
to marry them. A man who has been fo
bubbled may fue the woman to return the
prefents he made her, becaufe they were
prefumed to have been conditionally given,
and fhe has failed in performing her part of
that condition,

Tuosk perfonal privileges, and the few
reftrictions upon them which we have here
enumerated, are chiefly fuch as regard un-
martied women, we fhall now proceed to
relate fome of the more peculiar advantages
and difadvantages of thofe who have en-
tered into the flate of wedlock.

By the laws of this country, the moment
a woman is married, her political exiftence
is annihilated, or incorporated into that of
her hufband.  But by this little mortifica-
tion fhe is no lofer, and her apparent lofs
of confequence is abundantly compenfated
by a long lift of extenfive privileges and
immunities, which, for the encouragement
of
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of matrimony, were, perhaps, contrived to
give married women the advantage over
thofe that are fingle. Of all the privileges
conferred by nature, none are fo precious
and ineftimable as perfonal liberty. Men
of all ranks and conditions, and women who
are unmarried, or widows, may be deprived
of this for debts contrafied by themfelves,
or by others for whom they have given fe-
curity ; but wives cannot be imprifoned for
debt, nor deprived of their perfonal liberty

for any thing but crimes ; and even fuch of

thefe as fubjeét the offender only to a pecu-
niary punifhment muft be expiated by the
hufband. No married woman is liable to
pay any debt, even though contratted with-
out the knowledge, or againft the confent,
of her hufband ; and what is fill more ex-
traordinary, whatever debts fhe may have
contratted while fingle, devolve, the mo-
ment of her marriage, upon the haplefs
{poufe, who, like the fcape-goat, is loaded
by the prieft who performs the ceremony
with all the fins and extravagances of his
wife. It is a common opinion among the
vulgar, that a general warning in the Ga-
zette, or in a news-paper, will exempt a man
from the payment of fuch debts as are con-

' tratted
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A < tnacted by his wife without his knowledge,
vy but this opinion is without any good founda-

tion, Particular warnings, however, given
in writing, have been held as good exemp-
tions; but fuch are of little advantage to
a hufband, as his wife may always find
people to give her credit, whom the hufband
has not cautioned againft it.

So long as a wife cohabits with her huf-
band, he is, by the laws of his country,
obliged to pl‘o\'idc her with food, drink,
clothing, and all other neceflaries {uitable
and his circumftances, even al-

to her rank
though he received no fortune with her. If
he leave her, or force her to leave him by
ill ufage, he is alfo liable to maintain her
in the fame manner; but if fhe run aw:
{rom him, and he is willing that fhe ﬂ)ouhl
abide in his houfe, he is not liable to give
her any feparate maintenance, nor to pay
any of her debts, unlefs he take her again;
in which cafe he muft pay whatever fhe con-
tralls, whether fhe behave herlelf ill or well.
When a hufband forces his wife to leave
him by cruel ufage, fhe may claim a fepa-

rate maintenance; but while fhe enjoys that,
he fhall not be liable to pay any of her debts.
As
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As perfonal fafety is of all other privi-
Icgcs the greateft and moft valuable, and as
weaknefs may often be expoled to danger
when in the hands of unreftritted power,
the laws of this country have taken the moft
effeétual method of fecuring the fafety of
married women. When a hufband, from
malicioufnefs or refentment, or any other
caufe, threatens, or a&tually beats his wife,
fhe may demand fecurity for his future good
behaviour. And on d'vphc“mm to any juf-
tice of the peace, fi e is odwcd to
make the hufband find fuch fecurity. When

a hufband, confcious of having ufed his wife
ill, will not allow her to go out of his houfe,
or carries her away, or keeps her concealed,
in order to prevent her endeatouring to find
redrefs of the evils that fhe fuffers, her friends
may in that cafe, by applying to the court
of ng s Bx‘nch, ol ltam an ore ler ior thc

a:;am{l him, fhe delivers lmid[ fr

Jjurifdi€tion, and he cannot compel lLr to
live with him, but the court will grant her
an order to live where fhe pleales. And
fhould he attempt to force her to do other-

wife, it would be a breach of the o
Vou. Il Rrr
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GxAP- peace, by which he would be fubjeCled to

¥~ the penalties annexed to fuch breach.

Waen a wife is beaten by any perfon, fo
as to be difabled from managing her family
and affairs, the hufband is by law entitled
to fuch damages on that account from the

offender as a jury fhall think fit to give.
But if an
in his prefence, the law confiders the attack
as made upon himfelf, and gives him the
fame liberty of defending her that it allows
in defending himfelf. Nor does it ftop at
the attacks made on her perfon. If her
property is in danger, he may repel force
by fc breach of the peace which

happ

attack is made upon a man’s wife

2, and t

ccount is only chargeable

But care muft be taken

on the ag

for prevention; for if it does, the
defender be

Among the Romans, among feveral other

omes himfelf an aggreflor.
nt nations, and among fome people

prefent times, it
pable for a hufband to kill the man whom

not deemed cul-

itting adultery with his

England, he who

1an, is reckoned guilty of
man-
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manflaughter; but in confequence of the CX‘)‘(‘:‘("‘

enormous provocation given, the court com-
monly orders the fentence of burning on the
hand to be inflicted in the {lighteft manner.

It being confidered by the legiflature as
advantageous to population as well as con-
ducive to the harmony of fociety, that every
married couple fhould live together. The
law ordains that no man fhall take away a
wife from her hufband, neither LV force, nor
by fraud, nor by her own confent; and he
who tranfgrefles this order, is liable to a
writ of trefpafls, oran aétion of ravifhment,
which will oblige him to pay damages to
lmpn'on-

ment for two years. But this is not the
utmoft extent of the law, it like
a hufband to damages,
perfon who attually takes
alfo againft him who entices or pun. ades

ile intides

her to live feparately from him. The an-
cient laws of England are faid to have been
fo ftriét in this particula
happened to mifs her

that when a wife

the man who
ke her to his
L in d‘m'n v

found her might not eve
houfe, unlefs fhe was beni

of being drowned, of falling in s
IRET rilo of

U

Punifh-
ment of
taking a
wife from.
her huf-
band.
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or of being devoured by wild
beafls. But a flranger might carry her on
horfeback to the neareft market-town, or
juflice of the peace, there to remain tll
claimed by her hufband.

As the wife is not allowed to leave the
hufband, {o neither may the hufband aban-
don his wife. If he does fo, without {hew-
ing a fufficient caufe, {he may enter a fuit
againlt him for reflitution of the rights of
martiage ; and the fpiritual court will com-
pel him to return, to live with her, and to
reftore them, But the law extends its pri-
vileges to married women {lill farther, and
grants them immunities almoft {carcely com-
patible with the nt

es of civil fociety and
the public fafety. If a wife commit felony
in the company of her hufband, it {uppoles
fhe did it by his compulfion, and on that
account abfolves her from the punifhment
commonly inflited on fuch delinquents. If
a wife take away. the goods of her hufband
without his knowledge, and fell them, nei-
ther the wife who flole them, nor the perfon
who bought them of her, are confidered as
guilty of felc

. A wife may receive and
conceal her hufband if he is guilty of felony

0¥




APRPENDTIX,

or any other crime ; for this aétion of con-
cealment is only confidered in her as felf-
prefervation, an inftin@ which no law can
take away or deftroy. If a wile receive
folen goods into her houfe, and fecrete
them from her hufband, the law will never-
thelefs impute the crime to the hufband,
unlefs he either divulge the matter to a
magiftrate, or leave his houfe as foon as he
difcovers the crime.  Though wives are thus
far indulged by the law, yet they are not
emancipated from the punifhment it inflicts,
when they commit robbery, treafon, or mur-
der, although in the company of, and by
the coercion of, their hufbands.

As a wife always is, or oughg to be, the ma-
nager of her hufband’s family, fhe commonly
has fervants under her care, whom fhe nei-
ther can compel to do their duty by force,
nor defend herfelf

ainft, {hould they be
inclined to offer her any ill ufage ; the law,
therefore, ordains, that if any fervant or
labourey affault or beat his mifirefs, he {hall
fuffer one year’s imprifonment, or other cor-
poral punifhment, according to the nature

ant woman is
likewife peculiarly defended by the law ; as

an

of the crime. Every pregr
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€HAP an affault upon her, while in this ftate, does

not only more eafily endanger her life, but
alfo the life of her child, \Every affault of
fuch kind is therefore punifhed with ex-
emplary feverity. Any woman alfo, who
is capitally convited, whether married or
fingle, may plead pregnancy in arrefl of the
execution of her {entence; and if fhe is really
found with child, her plea will be (uftained;
for it would be highly unjuft, that the in-
nocent {hould be deftroyed with the guilty.

Avrruoucn a hufband is, by the laws of
this country, vefled with a power over all

the goods and chattels of his wife, yet he

cannot devife by his will fuch of her orna-

s as {he is accuftomed to

ments and je

wear, though it has been held that he may,

om in his lifetime,

h

pleales, difpole of th

A hufband is liable to anfwer all fuch aftions

at law as were attached a his wife at

ir marriage, and allo to pay

the time of
1

vious to

¢ debts fhe had contrag

butif his wife fhall

ppen to
he has made payment of fuch

del ¢ compatt which made them one
flefh, and blended their interefls into one,
being diffolved, the hufband is thereby ab-

{olved
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folyed from paying her anti-nuptial debts.
A married woman may purchafe an eftate,
and if the hufband does not enter his dif-
fent before the conveyance, he fhall be
confidercd as having giving fuch confent,
and the conveyance be good and valid.
A wife who is accuftomed to trade, may fell
goods in an open market; and fuch goods,
a hufband by virtue of his authority over
her, fhall not have any power to reclaim.

he

derived from her birth, by ma
meancft plebeian but though de
the loweft of the human racel
in this country,

may by marriage be raile 1

to any rank beneath the fo nty. No

woman can by marriage ¢ a fettle-

but

on his wife. Though a hufband and his
wife are by the law confidered fo much as
one perfon, that they are rarely admitted as
evidence for or againft cach other, yet this
rule has in fome inftances been departed
from, even in cafes not {t
A wife has been admitted cv

a cheat put upon her hufband. 3

criminal.

nce to prove
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Brsines the advantages we have now
mentioned, to which mamul women have
a right by the general laws of matrimony as

i th(‘y now ftand in Britain, there are others

which they may enjoy by private contraél.
It is no uncommon thing, in the prefent
times, for the matrimonial bargain to be
made {o, as that the wife fhall retain the
fole and :ﬂv[k)lutc power of enjoying and
difpofing of her own fortune, in the fame
manner as if fhe were not married; by
which inequitable bargain, the hufband is
debarred from enjoying any of the rights of
matrimo except the perfon of his wife.
But this 15 not all: if the wife, too, were
curtailed in her privileges, the bargain

would be in fome d
is fo far from being the cafe, that
the hafband becomes
ble to pay all the debts which

ee equitable ¢ this,

however,

it is

thereby liz

his wife burden him with, even though

{he have abundance of her own to An[\\\x
that purpofe ; he is alfo obliged to maintain
her, though her circumftances be more opu-
and if he die before her, fhe
e-third of his 1 eftate,
is cuftomary for widows

lent than hi

has a right to on

and to whatever
to have out of his perfonals; while, if fhe
die
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die before him, he is not entitled to the
value of one fingle halfpenny, unlefs fhe has
devifed it to him by will. Thefe are obvi-
ous difadvantages on the part of the huf
band ; but, what is lill worfe, fucha bargain
overturns the order of things, and deftroys
that authority, which nature and the laws
of this country give a man over his wife,
and that obedience and fubjeftion which the
rules of the golpel preferibe in the deport
ment of a wife toward her hufband.

Suc: are the privileges and immunities
which the Britith women derive from mar-
riage, and which they enjoy from the mo-
ment that they enter into that flate; but
there are others of a polthumous nature, and
thefe are only referved for them if they fur-
vive their hufbands. When a woman, on
her entrance into matrimony

gives up her
etion of her
hufband ; or, if fhe has no fortune, when,
through a long and tedious courfe of years,
fhe joins her own management, labour, and

fortune to the power and dif

induftry to his; nothing can be more rea-
fonable, than that fhe f{hould be provided
for, in cafe of his dying before her. It
would be a capital defeét in the laws of civil

Vour. II. S fociety,
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CHAR. fociety, 1o leave this provifion altogether

w\) in the power of individuals, by whom it

might frequently be difregarded or negletted,
and the widows even of fuch hufbands as
had died in affluence, left to experience all
the hardfhips of want and poverty ; to pre-
vent which, the law of this country has
wifely ordered, that every widow {hall have
a reafonable dower out of the effelts or
eftates of her decealed hufband, even though
there was no marrm"(. klllcm(‘nt or though
in fuch fettlement, no dower was ftipulated

to the wife.
DowERrs, as it Is f'uppofed, were firft
introduced into England by the Danifh
kings, and into Denmark, by Swein, the
father of our Canute the Great, who be-
ftowed on the Danifh ladies this privilege, as
a grateful acknowledgment of  their having

parted with their jewels to ranfom him from
captivity, when taken prifoner by the Van-
lals. Dower out of lands was unknown
among the Anglo-Saxons; for, by the laws

king Edward, the widow of any one
who dies, is direfted to be fupported en-
tirely out of his perfonal eftate ; but after-
wards, a widow became entitled to a fhare
in
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in one-half of the lands of her deceafed hul-

band, fo long as fhe remained chafle and. \

wunmarried; conditions, which {feem anciently
o have been annexed to all dowers in this
country; on a fuppofition, perhaps, that
the dread of falling into poverty would be
the ftrongeft inducement to continence, and
that if the married another hufband, all the
obligations which bound the eftates and ef-
fe@s of the former to maintain her, from
that moment ceafed to exift.  Such were the
conditions upon which dowers were enjoyed
fome ages after they were firft inflituted;
but thefe conditions were afterward only re-
quired of a widow, when her hufband left
any children ; and in time they fell entirely
into difufe; fo that at prefent a widow may
claim her dower, whether fhe is chafle and
unmarried or otherwife ; but no woman can
claim her dower, who was not aCtually the
wife of a man at the time of his deceafe.
A divoree, thercfore, from the ¢hains of
matrimony takes away all right to a dower;
but a divorce only from bed and board, al-
though for the crime of adultery, has no
fuch effeét. A woman who runs away {rom
her hufband, and lives with an adulterer,
lofes her right to dower, unlefs the hufband

Sfflg is
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AM is veconciled to, and takes her back, As
XI. o .. . . e
Lo every foreigner is, by the laws of England

,
incapable of holding lands, therefore the
wife who isan alien is entitled to no dower
out of the lands of her hufband. The wife
of him who commits high-treafon is entitled
to no dower ; nor the wife of an ideot ; for
an 1deot, being incapable of confenting to
any contraél, cannot lawfully marry ; and
therefore all the rights which women acs
quire by marriage are nugatory in the cafe
of her who is joined to an ideot,

Berore marriage-fettlements came fo
much into fathion, the dower which was
afigned by the law, or with which the huf-
band endowed the wife at the time ol mar-
riage, was the only fecurity fhe had for a
maintenance, in cafe fhe became a widow,
R(‘[’pcﬂing dower, there are in certain places
particular cuftoms, which fet afide the ope-
rations of the law in the diftriéts where they
prevail. In fome places, cuftom allots ta
the widow no lefs than the whole of her
hufband’s lands,
1t giv

In others more mcderate,

s her only the half, and in others only
Anciently, the moft common
method of fettling the dower of

a quarter.

the wife

was,
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was, by publicly endowing her at the church. cHA ™.

door, in the prefence of all the company
who were aflembled at the marriage, with
the whole, or fuch quantity of his lands as
the hufband thought proper to beftow.
When the wife was cndowed with the whole,
we have fome authorities to believe the huf-
band made ufe of thefle words:  With all
“my lands and tenements I thee endow.”
When he endowed her with a part only, he
gave a {pecific defcription of {uch part, that
no doubt might remain as to its fituation or
extent. But when he endowed her with
perfonal property only, then he ufed to fay,
“ With all my worl ldly goods I thee endow;”
a fpeech, which, being fiill preferved in our
marriage-ritual, fhews how fond we are of
continuing forms, even afier the

realons
which gave birth to them are tetally extinét.

Tue dower of a widow was formerly
neither fubje& to tolls nor taxe s, nor could

even the king feize on it for a debt due to
the crown; but this privilege, be ing found
greatly to diminifh the public revenue, we

at laft difcontinued. At this day, however,
the dower of a widow cannot be feized IJV
the creditors of her hufband. For it would

be

XXXI.
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cuar beunjuft, that fhe fhould not be entitled to
v an equivalent of her fortune, or a recom-

pence for her labour and care, as well as the
creditors to payment of their money. Be-
fides the dotal right to a life-rent of one-
third of the hufband’s real eftate, which is
commonly allowed by law, where the cuf-
tom of the manor or place does not deter-
mine it otherwife, when a hufband lends
money in the name of himfelf and his wife,
if the wife furvive him, and there be enough
befides this money to pay his lawful debts,
the wife is entitled to it. No widow can be
endowed out of copyhold lands, unlefs by
the local cuftom of the manor, nor can fhe
have any callle, or place of defence, asher
d as incapable
> it anfwer the
for which it was intended,

dower; for fhe is confide

of managing it, {o as to m

purpo

As the dower affigned either by the com-
mon law or by the {pecial cuftom of the
place, was frequently confidered by the con-
trafting parties as too great or too little, the

prefent times have hardly left any thing to
run in that channel, the parties thinkingitbet-
ter to flipulate and agree between themf{elves
on a f{pecific quantity of land or money,
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which is, previous to the marriage, fettled C{L4F

upon the wife by way of jointure, and which
effeCtually takes away all her right to any
dower. The jointure, thus legally fettled,
is ftill more inviolable to the wife than her
dower. It cannot be touched by the credi-
tors of the hufband. And though a dower
be forfeited by the hufband being guilty of
high-treafon, a jointure is not. Every join-
ture muft be made to the wife, for the term
of her own natural life; if made for the life
of another perfon, it is not legal, and fhe
may refufe it, and claim the dower which

the common law will affign her. When a

jointure is made to the wife before marriage,
{he cannot refufe it, and claim her dower in
its flead, as the is confidered as having con-
fented to it, whilein a free an'd independent
ftate. But if the jointure was made after
the marriage, fhe may refufe it, and have a
right to a dower, as fhe is then confidered
as having been obliged to give her confent
by the impulfe and coercion of her huf-
band. If a hufband fettle upon his wife a
jointure that fhall be of a certain yearly
value, and it fall fhort of it, the may com-
mit wafle, fo far as to make up her deficiency
though prohibited from {o doing in the deed

of

(Vo'
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"("“ of fettlement ; for it is but juftice, that the

widow fhould have to the full extent of what
was intended her by her hulband. The wi-
muft have ¢

1t to enter upon her jointure
immediately on the death of her hufband ;
and if any fubfe quent period is fised for it,
the may claim her dower in preference.

Berore the time of William the Con-
queror, when a widow married within the
year, fhe forfeited her dower, or Jjointure ;
but that cuftom long fince fell into difufe,
and at prefent the law does not preferibe
any time in which {he fhall not re-marry :
cuftom, however, fixes a kind of infamy
upon her who takes another hufband, be-
fore {he has dedicated a decent time to grief
and ‘mourning for the laft.

Witar we have hitherto mentioned ref-
pefling the women of Great-Britain, has
chiefly regarded thefe privileges and immu-
h are eftablifhed to them by law,
or conceded to them by cuftom ; but as this
long lift of privileges is, on the other hand,
contrafted with many diﬁl(lvamagcs, which
are neceflary, in civil fociety, to put the
two fexes nearly on an equal footing with

cach




APRBRENIDT X

cach other, let us turn the other fide of the
pitture, and take a view of thefe alfo,

Ix Britain, we allow a woman to fway
our fceptre, but by law and cuftom we de-
bar her from every other government but
that of her own family, as if there were

595

CHAP.
XXX
Y2V

Womer
hardly al+
lowedany
power or
manage-
ment of

not a public employment between that of afirs.
iy pioy

{tperintending the kingdom, and the affairs
of her own kitchen, which could be ma-
naged by the genius and capacity of woman,
We neither allow women to officiate at our
altars, to debate in our councils, nor to fight
for us in the field; we fuffer them not to be
members of our fenate, to praftife any of
the learned profeflions, nor to concern them-
{elves much with our trades and occupations,
We exercife nearly a perpetual guardian-
thip over.them, both in their virgin and
their married flate; and fhe who, having
laid a hufband in the grave, enjoys an inde-
ptl'réldem fortune, is almoft the only woman
among us who can be called free, Thus
excluded from every thing which can give
them confequence, they derive the greater
part of the power which they enjoy, from
their charms; and thefe, when joined to
fenfibility, often fully compenfate, in this
Vor. 1L Tg t refpect,
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SHAP refpect, for all the difadvantages they are
v laid under by law and cuftom.

:::T,: As the poffeffion of property is one of
peywivy: tHe: moft valuable of all political bleflings,
::i:f'x:;s and generally carries the poffeflion of power
and authority along with it ; one of the moft
peculiar difadvantages in the condition of
our women is, their being poftponed to ahl
males in the fucceffion to the inheritance of
landed eftates, and generally allowed much
fmaller fhares than the men, even of the
money and effefts of their fathers and an-
ceftors, when this money or thofe effets
are given them in the lifetime of their pa=
rents, or devifed to them by will; for other-
wife, that is, if the father dies inteftate,
they fhare equally with {ons in all perfonal
property. When an eftate, in default of
male heirs, delcends to the daughters, the
common cuftom of England is, that the
eldeft {hall not, in the fame manner as T
eldeft fon, inherit the whole, but all the
daughters fhall have an equal fhare in it
Weltmoreland, however, and fome other
plates, are exceptions to this general rule,
and the cldeft daughter, there, fucceeds to
the whole of the land in preference to all
In

the other fifters.
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In fome ancient ftates, where the women
had attained a confiderable degree of im-
portance, the right of inheritance from an
anceftor devolved equally upon the males
and females, Among the Greeks and Ro-
mans, however, from whom all Europe at
firft derived the origin of its laws, the fons
fucceeded in preference to the daughters.
In France, and every other kingdom where
the feudal f{yftem was introduced, women
where totally excluded from the inheritance
of the feudal lands, becaufe the baron, of
whom fuch lands were held, required a mi-
litary tenant, who fhould take the ficld with
him when occafion required; and women
being incapable of this fervice, were alfo
incapable of fucceeding to fuch eftates as
required it.  This rule was fitiétly adhered
to in England for fome ages after the time
of William the Conqueror, who firft intro-
duced the feudal fyftem among us; but in
Iﬁtbce(k of time, when it became cuftomary
to levy money on the tenants, inftead of their
perfonal attendance in the field, it became
alfo cuftomary to allow women to inherit,
in failure of male iffue, We have already
obferved, that formerly the kings of this
country might levy an aid on the fubjeéts

9t (5 for
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for the marriage of their cldeft.daughters,
The great barons exercifed the fame power
over their tenants, and on the marriage of
their eldeft daughters, obliged each tenant
to pay what amounted to about five per
cent, of his yearly income. But this was
only a fmall part of the oppreflion thefe
tenants labonred under. If any of them
prefumed to give his daughter in marriage
without the confent of his lord, he was liable
to an aélion for defrauding the lord of his
property, as the lord had a right to chufe
her a hufband, and to make that hufband
pay a fine or premium, for providing him
with a wife, But befides this, it is believed,
that the lord claimed a right of a more ex-
traordinary nature, that of enjoying the
wife of his tenant the firft night; a claim
which, however improbable it may feem to
us, is not altogether incredible, when we
confider the exorbitant abufe of power which
marked with fo much infamy the times We
are fpeaking of,

3ut befides thefe laws, which for the
mofl part operate {o as to hinder the fair
fex from getting pofleflion of any confidera-
ble property, the laws of marriage again
divelt
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diveft them of fuch property as they really °F 4
are in poffeffion of. By marriage, all the (~~,
goods and chattels which belong to the ::f‘r“h"
swoman become vefted in the hufband, and ,
he has the fame power over them as fhe had :
while they were her fole and abfolute pro-
perty. When the wife, however, is poffeffed

Pl

of a real eftate in land, the power which the :
hufband acquires over it is not fo extenfive,
he only gains a right to the rents and profits
arifing out of it during the continuance of
the marriage; but if a living child is born
to him, though it fhould die in a very fhort
time, he becomes, in that cafe, tenant for
life, by the courtefy of the country. If
there happens to be no child, then at the
demife of the wife the eftate goes to her
heirs at law.  But the property of her
goods and chattels devolves upon the hul-
band, who has the fole and abfolute power
of difpofing of them according to his plea-
fare.

EveEry married woman is confidered as
aminor, and cannot do any deed which af-
feéts her real or perfonal property, without
the confent of her hufband ; if fhe does any
{fuch deed, it is not valid, and the hufband

nlily
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S14® may claim the property of what fhe difpofed

XXXI, ! ~ o

o of, as if no fuch difpofal had been made.
As a married woman cannot difpofe of her
property while living, fo neither does the
law give her that power at her death, In
the ftatute of wills, fhe is exprefsly prohi-
bited from devifing land, and even from
bequeathing goods and chattels without the
leave of her hufband; becaufe all fuch
goods and chattels are, without any limita-
tion, his {ole and abfolute property; whether
they were fuch as the wife brought along
with her at the marriage, or fuch as fhe ac-
quired by her labour and induftry after-
ward,

Tue laws of this country not only deny
to 2 married woman the power of making a
will, but alfo diffolve and render of no effect
upon her marriage, every will fhe may have
made while fingle; and even when a fingle
woman who has made her will, marries, and
her hufband dies, the will which fhe had
made, being invalidated by her marriage,
does not recover its validity by the hufband’s
death. If a hufband and wife are Jjointly
poflefled of houfes and lands, which are fet-
tled upon the furvivor, if the hufband de-
flroys
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firoys himfelf, his wife fhall not have the 9HAP.

half that belonged to himt; it becomes the
property of the crown, as a compenlation
for the lofs of a fubjeét. When a hufband
and wife agree to live feparate, and the huf-
band covenants to give her fo much a year;
if at any time he offers to be reconciled and
to take her home, upon her refuful, he fhall
not any longer be obliged to pay her a fepa-
rate maintenance. If a legacy be paid to
a married woman who lives {eparate from
her hufband, the hufband may file a bill in
chancery to oblige the perfon who paid it to
his wife, to pay it again to him with intereft.
It a wife prove infane, the hufband, as her
proper guardi;m, has a right to confine her
in his own houfe, or in a private mad-houfe;
but fhould the hufband not be inclined to
{enfes return, a court

releafe her when h
of equity will give her that relief which the
hufband denies. The power which a huf-
band has over the perfon of his wife, does
not feem perfeéily fettled by the laws of this
country; it is neverthelefs certain, that fhe

is not to go abroad, nor to leave his houfe
and family, without his approbation; but
what coercive methods he may make ufe of
to reftrain her from fo doing, or whether he

may

XXXI.
(2]
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may proceed any farther than to admonition
and denying her money, feems a point not
altogether agreed upon.

a wife is injured in her perfon or
property, fo limited is her power, that fhe
cannot bring an aftion for redrefs without
the confent and approbation of her hufband,
nor any way but in his name. * If, however,
fuch hufband has abjured the realm, or is
banifhed from it, he is confidered as dead in
law, and his wife in that cafe may fue for
redrefls in her own name and authority.
When a hufband and wife are outlawed,
and the wife appears in court without her

hufband, fhe cannot have the outlawry
taken off, becaufe fhe is confidered only as
a part of the objeét againft which the out-
lawry was iflued. When a hufband be-
comes bankrupt, and is fufpeéted of having
dealt fraudulently with his creditors, the
commiffioners of the bankruptcy may fum-
mon his wife before them, examine her

concerning his affairs, and commit her to

prifon if fhe ecither refufes to anfwer fuch
quefli

s asare put to her, or anfwers them
m a deccitful manner. When a widow is
endowed of certain lands and tenements,
and
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only recover them of the purchafer, but alfo
refufe to reftore them back to the widow, or
to pay her any dower in their flead. By
the laws of England, a father only is em-
powered to exercife a rightful authority over
his children; no power is conferred on the
mother, only fo far as to oblige thefe child-
ren to confider her as a perfon entitled to
duty and a reverential regard.

Besipes the limitations and reftri€tions

P
which the laws of this country have laid

upon the fair fex, it is neceffary for the good
of fociety, that punithments fhould be an-
nexed to their crimes, as well as to thefe
committed by us; in equal degrees of de-
linquency, thofe puni!hmcm; are for the
moft part nearly the fame in either fex; a
few cafes, however, are exce epted. A wo-

man 6mlty of high-treafon is not punifhed
in the {

me manner asa man; for this crime,
a man is condemned to be } hung yp, taken
down alive, his bowels taken out, and his
body divided into quarters. A woman is
condemned to be drawn to the place of exe-

cution, and there burnt to death. Condem-

nation to the flames is obliging the criminal

Vour. II. U

Uuu to

513

and fells them, the heir at law may not g
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to fuffer a death of all others the moft tre«
mendous and terrible, and has been feldom
infli€ted in Europe but by bigoted priefls
and relentlefs inquifitors. The laws of
England, however, reckoning high-treafon
and the murder of a hufband equal to he-
refy, condemn to the flames her who is guilty
of either, fuppofing that a punifhment too
exemplary cannot be held out to deter from
the commiffion of fuch unnatural crimes.
In Scotland, the woman who murders her
hufband is only hanged as a common felon.
In all the capital punifhments of the fex,
the laws of Britain lay it down as a maxim,
that decency is not to be violated. We wifh
the fame delicacy were obferved in thefe
which are only intended for the reformation
of the culprit; but whipping at the cart’s
tail, as praltifed over all England; is often
a fhameful inftance of the contrary.

In the proteftorfhip of Cromwell, wilful
adultery was capital, and keeping a brothel,
or repeatedly committing fornication, were
felony without benefit of clergy. At pre-
fent, adultery is only punifhable in the fpi-
ritual court by certain penances, and in the
civil courts by divorce and lofs of dower.
Adultery
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Adultery was in Scotland for {everal centu-

queen of Scots, a lady, if not belied by
fame, no way remarkable for conjugal fidel-
ity, publifhed fome of the fevereft ediéts
againft her fifterhood of finners; but thefe
feverities, in Scotland as well as in England,
were laid afide, and the laws refpelting
adultery, are now in both kingdoms nearly
upon an equal footing. Fora variety of the
other crimes committed by the fex againft
chaftity, decency, and decorum, the laws
have hardly devifed any punifhment, leav-
ing the unhappy delinquent to the ftings of
confcience, the lofs of charater, the con-
tempt of the virtuous, and the vengeance
of offended heaven.
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ries punifhable by death; and even Mary, Vf,x\‘)
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