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JOY DAY IN THE FUTURE

- - 6 1 u 5695—nn ’ : [With acknowledgments to Nestle' Kilk
LITTLE GIRL: “Why are you so thin ?"
LITTLE BOY : 'My father is a Government employee, so my mother was refused maternity benefit when I was born.

(The Fabian Research Committee, in their Report of the Working of the Insurance Act, point out that wives of 
Gobernment employees are excluded from Maternity Benefit.)
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DEDICATION
To the brave women who to-day are fighting for 

freedom; to the noble women who all down the ages 
kept the lag flying and looked forward to this day 
without seeing it: to all women all over the world, of 
whatever race, or creed, or calling, whether they be 
with us or against us in this fight, we dedicate 
this paper.

THE OUTLOOK
There has been no essential change in the political 

situation during the past week. It is still uncertain I 
whether Agreement will be reached over the Irish | 
question, and whether there is likely to be a general 
election during the present year.

Mr. Asquith’s Own Position -
Mr, Asquith made a statement on Wednesday in 

last week with regard to his own personal position, 
which confirms the view taker., all along by this paper 
that the date of his retirement is not far distant. 
The Daily News reports his speech as follows :—

Mr. Asquith, in reply to the toast of “His Majesty's 
Ministers," said the proposer seemed to have implied 
at some moments a fixity of tenure in regard to some 
Ministers. (Laughter.) He was the last person to 
desire fixity of tenure. Having been now for eight 
years in the discharge of important and responsible 
duties, and for nearly six years—six years next month, 
if he lived so long—at the head of the Government, 
he was sure they would sympathise with the desire 
which one who had been exposed to that experience 

would welcome for some measure of relief.

The view generally prevailing is that Mr. Asquith 
proposes to retire at the dissolution, provided the 
Home Rule question has by that time been settled.

The Labour Party in Parliament
Many supporters of labour up and down the 

country who are themselves keen suffragists often 
express their astonishment at the opposition which we, 
in common with other advanced suffragists, show to 
the official Parliamentary Labour Party. Our ex- 
planation that our attitude is based not on our 
opposition to Labour as such, but to the Labour M.P.'s 
as allies and supporters of the Liberal Government, 
fails to convince them, because they have not yet fully 
realised the extent to which the Liberal Government

is dependent on the docile support of the Labour 
Party for its retention of office.

How They Saved the Government
We hope, therefore, that they will take due note of 

the division list on Thursday in last week in the 
House of Commons, when the Labour Party, having 
put up one of their own men to support a motion by 
Mr. Worthington-Evans on the question of the wives 
of soldiers, all voted against the motion on a division 
being taken, and thereby saved the Government from 
defeat by the narrow margin of 37 votes. We are 
aware, of course, that the Labour M.P.'s will defend 
themselves by contending that Colonel Seely, on 
behalf of the Government, promised what was 
required, but anyone who reads his speech carefully 
will see that this is exactly what he did not do ; he 
gave honeyed words and any amount of sympathy, 
but no effective promise. It is on account of actions 
similar to this in the past that we came to the con- 
clusion that the Labour Party in Parliament was not 
really an independent party, but awing of the 
Liberal Party, and must therefore be held responsible 
for the hostile attitude of the Government to woman 
suffrage.

Scottish Women Liberals
The Scottish,-Women’s Liberal Federation, at their 

annual meeting last week, carried a resolution, by 
110 to 86, calling upon the Government to put woman
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suffrage on its programme at the earliest oppor­
tunity. One of the speakers said that some of the 
best Liberal workers were leaving the party as the 
result of its attitude to this question. A further 
resolution condemning militancy was also carried

The " Rokeby" Venns
The sensation caused by the attack on the famous 

" Rokeby " Venus by Miss Richardson as a protest 
against the re-arrest of Mrs. Pankhurst, has not in 
any way subsided during the week. All the principal 
galleries remain closed, and questions have been asked 
practically every day in the House of Commons. No 
workable solution of the difficulty has been discovered 
by the Government, though Mr. McKenna has tickled 
the ears of members of Parliament by describing Miss 
Richardson and other women who have carried out 
other acts of destruction as " feeble-minded or other- 
wise mentally deranged.”

The Real Tragedy
The real tragedy of the situation lies in the fact 

that these women are by no means feeble-minded—as 
anyone reading Miss Richardson’s speech in Court 
can verify for himself. They are determined women, 
who, whatever view others may take of their actions, 
have come to the conclusion themselves that by such 
methods, and by such methods alone, can they drive 
into the minds of the British public the fact that 
women are totally dissatisfied with the present con- 
ditions. -

Who is Responsible?
For this state of affairs—ugly as it is—the Govern- 

ment are absolutely responsible. If they had not first 
of all ignored the constitutional agitation for woman 
suffrage, and inflicted outrageous punishment on 
women for the mildest forms of militancy, if they 
had not tricked women by false promises, if they had' 
not adopted barbarous and medieval methods in 
dealing with political prisoners, and if finally they 
had not put into operation the Cat and Mouse Act, 
with its provocative public arrests, none of these 
things would have happened. As it is, we have to 
thank their folly and incompetence for the state of 
war which exists to-day between a section of woman 
suffragists and the community as a whole, a state of 
war from which there seems no way out except 
through the defeat of tnc Government and the passage 
into law of a woman suffrage measure by a party 
which start with a clean slate in dealing with this 
question.

Other -Revolutionary Events
A large number of other revolutionary events find 

a place in the annals of the week. Mr. McKenna’s 
windows were broken by suffragettes on'Saturday, 
and several women were sent to prison for two months 
for the offence. Birmingham Cathedral was daubed 
with white paint by women on Sunday night. Dr. 
Devon, the Prison Commissioner, was attacked by 
a woman with a whip in Glasgow on Monday. 
A woman was sentenced to six weeks' imprisonment 
on Tuesday for having been found in the lobby of 
the House of Commons on the previous day dressed 
in man's attire, carrying a concealed dog-whip. 
On Tuesday afternoon several women attempted to 
address the King and Queen while they were witness­
ing a performance at the Palladium. Meanwhile 
both Mrs. Pankhurst and her daughter Sylvia have 
been released from prison as a result of the hunger 
strike, and are reported to be in a grave condition 
of health. Other prisoners are being forcibly fed in 
prison.

elected to one of these bodies. The new Bill alters 
this so far as eligibility is concerned by extending it 
to all residents—men and women—but it still leaves 
the old restriction as to the right to vote in the 
ridiculous position of to-day.

The Case of Mrs. Savage
We have received many congratulations upon the 

success of our efforts to secure the release of Mrs. 
Savage. Several of the papers reprinted part of our 
article, of last week, and one devoted its broadsheet 
on Thursday afternoon to the case. This week our 
Special Commissioner sends us a short statement of 
the condition of Mrs. Savage, and supplies us with 
a complete list of the subscriptions which have been 
given to her on her behalf to date.

Meeting Next Thursday
We have pleasure in announcing that Mr. Laski, 

of New College, Oxford, who took part in the Oxford 
deputation to Mr. Lloyd George last November, and 
who then challenged him to substantiate his accusa- 
tions against himself and his colleagues, will speak 
at the meeting of the Votes for WOMEN Fellowship 
next Thursday evening, March 26, at Essex Hall, 
Strand, in addition to Mr. and Mrs. Pethick Law- 
rence. The meeting is free, and all readers of the 
paper and their friends are cordially invited: The 
chair will be taken at 8.30 p.m. .

Should Women Ride Astride?
We have decided to open our columns to a discus- 

sion of the interesting question, " Should women ride 
astride?" The matter has been'raised by the action 
of the Kaiser in prohibiting the wives of officers in 
the German army from riding in this fashion. An 
attempt is also being made to prove that it is in- 
jurious to the bodies of women, but both the doctors 
who have favoured us with their views on the subject 
scout this idea.

Our Friends in the Country
We have pleasure in directing the attention of our 

readers to the fact that we have now included in our 
advertisement columns the names of several impor- 
tant firms in the large provincial towns of England 
—Newcastle, Leeds, Bradford, and Bristol. We 
hope that readers of the paper living in these 
places' will make a special point of transferring their 
custom to them, so that our boast that Votes for 
Women is the most profitable advertising medium 
may continue to be fully justified.

Items of interest.
Enthusiastic meetings have been held by the Votes 

FOR WOMEN Fellowship during the past week in 
Bolton and Birkdale (Southport), Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence carrying a strong resolution in both 
meetings unanimously.

The working of the Insurance Act forms the subject 
of a special supplement to the New Statesman, pub- 
lished last week. We give important extracts dealing 
with the position of women under the Act, and devote 
our leading, article to a discussion of the subject.

THE GRAVE*
Where the stream of the great La Plata 

Flows' down to the ocean wave.
In a small and lonely graveyard

Is a small and lonely grave,
Where lieth an English maiden, 

Who lived as an English slave.

She was born in a Kentish homestead.
She was bred in a Kentish farm,

She was loved for her grace and her beauty, 
For her goodness of heart and charm;

And she thought that the world was a heaven 
Where no one would hurt or harm.

But she went from her home to the city 
To work for her daily bread.

And she met with a polished stranger 
Who promised to love and wed;

But he ruined the comely maiden 
And shipped her away instead.

From the noisy London dockyards 
in an emigrant ship she went.

And she saw from the deck of the steamer
The last of the cliffs of Kent,

Where the happiest days of her lifetime, 
The days of her youth were spent. •

They shipped ker away to Rio
To slave at a loathsome trade

In the foulest haunts of the city. 
Sorrowful, cowed, afraid.

And her parents in far off England 
Lamented: their long-lost maid

She went through a weary existence
In a dismal tenement room.

Till diseases had broken her vigour
And drink had destroyed her bloom;

And she passed from the brawl of the brothel
To the peace of the pauper’s tomb.

Where the stream of the great La Plata
Flows down to the ocean wave.

In a small and lonely graveyard
Is a small and lonely grave,

Where lieth an English maiden, 
Who lived as an English slave.

Carbon-dioxide.

* The above verses are based on a real incident.

THE INSURANCE ACT AT WORK
Fabian Report Discloses Grave Injustice

Government Workers Excluded from
to Women—Wives of 
Maternity Benefit

The New Naturalization Bill
We print on page 377 the text of the clauses of the 

new Naturalization Bill, relating to the position of 
married women. From this it will be seen that 
British women continue to forfeit their nationality 
on marrying an alien, and are not reinstated even on 
the death of their husband. In Australia, where 
women vote, they do not lose their nationality in this 
way; but if such married Australian women come to 
this country they find themselves regarded as aliens. 
Australian women have accordingly been working to 
procure a reform in the British law, but the British 
Government which is responsible for the present Bill 
has evidently paid no attention to their demand. 
When women are voters in this country, no laws of 
this character will be permitted to remain on the 
Statute Book.

A Half-hearted Bill
We gire elsewhere (page 377) the text of the Bill 

which Mr. Herbert Samuel is introducing on behalf 
of the Government to alter the conditions of 
eligibility for municipal bodies. Up till now no 
married woman (except in London, in Ireland, and, 
we believe, in Scotland) can be either an elector or

FELLOWSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fellows are reminded of the free meeting which is 

being held next Thursday, March 26, at the Essex 
Hall, at 8.30. The speakers will be Mr. Harold S. 
Laski, of the Oxford M.P.U., and Mr. and Mrs.
Pethick Lawrence.

A number of orders have already been received at 
the offices of the Fellowship for Lady Constance 
Lytton’s book, " Prisons and Prisoners.” Fellows are 
invited to purchase copies for themselves and their 
friends, as this is a specially valuable opportunity of 
extending an understanding of the events of the past 
eight years. Order from the Business Secretary, 
Votes for Women Fellowsnip, 4-7, Red Lion Court, . 
Fleet Street, E.C., price 3s. 6d. net.
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In the form of a special supplement to the 
New Statesman for last week, an exceed- 
ingly important report has been published . 
concering the working of the Insurance 
Act in England. The report is the out- 
come of enquiries conducted by a Com- 
mittee of the Fabian Research Depart- 
ment, consisting of 18 medical men, 6 
actuaries, 16 Friendly Society officials, 
13 Trade Union officials, about 12 bar- 
risters, several ex-civil servants, and a 
number of members of County, Borough, 
District, or Parish Councils, and of Public 
Health and Insurance Committees, 
women as well as men.

From this report we select the passages 
especially dealing with the position of 
women. Before doing so, however, we note 
that no mention whatever is made in the 
report of the voluntary insurance effected 
by any home-keeping wives of working 
men; from which we gather that the 
number of wives insuring themselves in 
this way is so small as to be a negligible 
factor. It remains true, therefore, that 
some nine or ten million men are insured, 
and only three or four million women. 
Refusal of Sick Pay During Pregnancy

The first direct mention of women in the 
report occurs in reference to pregnancy. 
"The greatest number of complaints,” we 
are told, " and the most widely felt 
grievance, have reference to the refusal of 
sickness benefit to married women insured 
persons claiming for disablement caused 
by pregnancy. Pregnancy is not specially 
mentioned in the Act, and in the few 
women’s friendly societies it was usually 
excluded by the rules as a ground for sick 
pay. Thus the Rational Association pro- 
vides that ‘female members shall not be 
entitled to sickness benefit during preg- 
nancy, except where the sickness is certi- 
fied by the medical officer of the branch 
to have no connection with or is not caused 
by the condition of pregnancy.’ And the 
Newbold Friendly Society lays it down 
’ that no allowance shall be made for 
sickness whilst in a state of pregnancy, ex- 
cept for dislocated or broken limbs, small- 
pox, fever, or other infectious diseases, 
burns, scalds, and other accidental ex­
ternal bruises, until one month has elapsed 
from the time of delivery.’*

. " It was accordingly taken for granted 
by many officials accustomed to friendly 
societies’ workthat pregnancy gave no 
ground for claim under the Insurance Act. 
On the other hand, the Act made no 
specific exclusion of incapacity caused by 
pregnancy, and many societies took the 
contrary view, for which, indeed, they had 
official authority. Presently, in the alarm 
caused by the excessive- sickness among 
married women, and perplexed at the con- 
tradictory opinions expressed, most 
societies seem to have made difficulties 
about admitting claims to sickness benefit 
where the incapacity to work was certified 
as due only to pregnancy. Unfortunately, 
as it seems to us. the Commissioners have 
not been prompt to guide either the 
societies. or their own inspectorial staff 
by clear and authoritative decisions,. and 
some of the inspectors have used language 
which has fortified society officials in a 
wholesale denial of benefit to married 
women, amounting, in our judgment, to 
a disastrous breach of the law.

A Blunder.
*' Pregnancy, it has been repeatedly 

stated by society officials (and occasionally, 
as we gather, by the Commissioners’ in- 
spectors), is not a disease, but merely a 
normal function, and as such not entitling 
to sickness benefit unless complicated by 
some specific disease. : This dictum has, we 
regret to say, in some societies led to the 
refusal of a large number of claims. But 
this is a simple blunder. The statutory 
ground for claiming sickness benefit is not 
disease at all, but the incapacity for work, 
whether caused by specific disease or by 
bodily or mental disablement. When the 
incapacity for work exists and is caused 
solely by the bodily disablement of preg- 
nancy, the claimant is just as much en-
titled to sickness benefit the
incapacity had arisen from any specific dis- 
ease. This was clearly implied by Section 
110 of the Commissioners’ own handbook 
to the administration of benefits. Un- 
fortunately, it is ’ still very; commonly 
thought that sickness benefit can be given

* These rules are, of course, now ultra vires 
so far as the State Benefits are concerned.'

only for sickness—that is, for specific
disease; and we fear that claims are, in 
some societies, still being wrongfully re- 
jected on this ground. It is, we learn, 
now a common practice in some societies 
to reject absolutely, without further en- 
quiry, any claim in which the incapacity 
to work, though explicitly certified, is 
stated to be due to mere pregnancy. If 
the certificate states the incapacity' to 
be due to anemia or debility, with or with- 
out mention of pregnancy, stringent 
further enquiry is made, and many such 
claims are rejected. On the other hand, 
if the certificate mentions, along with 
pregnancy as a cause of incapacity, vari-
cose veins or a liability 
the claim is usually paid.3’

" Incapable " of
The report proceeds to

to miscarriage.

Work 
point out that

the real difficulty presented by the preg- 
nancy cases lies in the ambiguity of the 
phrase "incapable of work," which occurs 
in the Act instead of the phrase " incap- 
able of following his occupation,” which 
had existed in most of the old rules of the 
friendly societies. The new phrase has 
sometimes been interpreted to mean in- 
capable of any work whatsoever. The re- 
port proceeds:—

" This contention has been pushed to a 
cruel extremity by—we fear—many 
societies in the case of claims by married 
women, whether in connection with preg- 
nancy or otherwise. When the doctor 
certifies that the pregnant woman is ‘ in- 
capable of work ‘ he means usually that 
it is undesirable, in the interests alike of 
her own health and that of the coming 
infant, that she should undergo the 
physical and mental strain of the ten or 
twelve hours’ working day. lifting heavy 
weights or continually standing in mill or 
warehouse, amid the noise, the heat, the 
atmosphere, and the smells of the work- 
place. She is, in fact, on this very ground 
prohibited by law from working in a fac- 
tory within four weeks after her confine- 
ment, and often forbidden or discouraged 
by employers from coming within three or 
four months of that event. But the woman 
is not under these circumstances usually 
incapable of any kind of work—in fact, 
the doctor usually advises her to occupy 
herself in light household duties and easy 
outdoor exercise, as positively advantage- 
ous to her health. We do not think that 
adequate consideration can have been 
given to those hundreds of thousands of 
cases either by the Government, the 
actuaries whose advice it followed, or by 
the members ofthe House of Commons— 
a fact which seems to indicate some draw- 
backs to exclusively male legislation affect- 
ing women! ,

Many Thousands of Women Refused 
Benefit.

" Most Approved societies seem to have 
dealt with the matter reasonably enough, 
objecting if the woman seemed up to a 
heavy day’s work, but not objecting if she 
did only light household duties, such as a 
man at home on sick pay might do with- 
out comment. Other societies, however— 
either demurring altogether to sick pay for 
pregnancy or else alarmed at the extent 
of their liabilities—have decided that if 
the woman can be proved to be capable 
of tidying up her rooms, looking after her 
children, or even boiling the kettle (the 
proof being that she is, in her enforced 
home-keeping, found doing one of these 
things, perhaps actually by her doctor’s 
advice), she is not ‘ incapable of work 
according to the terms of the Act, and 
therefore not entitled to sickness benefit. 
In this way many thousands of women’s 
claims have been, and are still being re- 
jected in circumstances in which the claim
of the home-keeping man is allowed 
matter of course.”

Arbitrary Restrictions
The report proceeds to . deal 

arbitrary, restrictions enforced by

as a

with 
the

societies, upon their members during re- 
ceipt of sickness benefit. '
“ The most serious cases of injustice 

brought to our notice," it says, “ are those 
of women who have (we fear in many hun- 
dreds of cases) had their sickness benefit 
peremptorily stopped in some societies 
because they were found, within their 
own homes, doing this or that slight house- 
hold task, or even ‘ attending to the 

1 children,’ on the ground that this was in-

fringing the old rule (not ‘ in the pre- 
scribed form’) forbidding a member to 
‘ perform any description of work ‘ or ‘ do 
any manner of work’—not, as the Commis- 
sioners now lay it down in respect of 
benefit during the four weeks’ confine- 
ment, ‘ remunerative work.’ We recognise 
that the difficulty of administering sickness 
benefit in the case of married women is a 
real one; but Parliament having decided 
that they should have this benefit, we do 
not think that they ought to be deprived 
of it by administrative action."

Venereal Diseases
Bv the Insurance Act societies are per- 

mitted to suspend benefits on the ground 
that "the disease or disablement has been 
caused by the misconduct of the person
claiming the benefit."
mittee 
finitely

find that
withhold sickness

The Fabian Com- 
‘they often de-

benefit on
grounds which cannot beconsidered 
as covered by the term ‘misconduct.’" 
Thus some societies have rules . de- 
finitely "refusing sickness benefit to all 
persons disabled by ‘venereal diseases.’ It 
is cruel,"’ says the Committee, “to ignore 
the fact that many sufferers from venereal 
diseases are in no sense the victims of 
their own personal misconduct, which is 
the only thing the Act penalises; and that 
no society is empowered to deny sickness 
benefit to innocent married women, for in- 
stance, being themselves insured persons, 
who have the horrible misfortune to suffer 
from their husband’s misconduct. We 
cannot refrain from saying that it seems 
to be the duty of the Commissioners, hav- 
ing apparently formally sanctioned rules 
of this sort, to take prompt action to get 
them amended so as to be in conformity 
with the law.

" Another serious injustice is the diffi- 
culty which some married women insured 
persons are finding in getting their mater- 
nity benefit, and even occasionally their 
sickness benefit, promptly paid, the excuse 
being made that the societies do not feel 
sure that the claimants intended to resume 
employment, and thus continue to be in- 
sured persons.”

Consumption Treatment
Turning to the treatment of tuberculosis 

the report notes that what the Act 
promised to the insured person in return 
for his contributions was if he was found 
to be suffering from tuberculosis, “‘ treat- 
ment’ in a sanatorium or otherwise, with 
permission to the Insurance Committee to 
extend this boon to his dependants. (The 
wife and children of the wage-earner are 
all included in the term dependants.) The 
report states that the accommodation pro- 
vided has proved totally inadequate for 
the insured persons, and that the " depen- 
dants," who were to come in for what was 
over, have therefore gone entirely unpro- 
vided for.

Maternity Benefit—Excluded Wives
The Maternity Benefit, with the im- 

proved conditions introduced by the 
Amending Act of 1913 (by which the pay- 
ment has to be made to the mother), is, 
according to the report, the most popular 
and least unsatisfactory part of the In- 
surance scheme, and is, it is believed, in 
the main working well.

The Committee note, however, the re- 
grettable fact that, apart from the uncer- 
tam effect of the provision as to arrears 
of contributions, at least half a million 
women, who would normally be eligible 
for maternity benefit, find themselves 
legally or practically excluded from it. 
‘ There are first the ‘excepted’ persons. 
The Insurance Act allows (First Schedule, 
Part II.) certain classes of persons to be 
‘excepted’ from the whole scheme, pro- 
vided that it can be shown that they are 
entitled. otherwise . to benefit "“ on the 
whole not less “favourable” than those 
given by the Act,’ But. by what we can 
only believe to have been an inadvertence 
on the part of the Government, these alter- 
native equivalent benefits need only be 
‘such as to secure provision in respect of 
sickness and disablement.’ No mention 
was made of maternity benefit; and the 
interest of the wife was apparently en- 
tirely forgotten! Under this provision 
practically all persons employed under the 
Crown (other than seamen, marines, and 
soldiers), those employed under nearly 500 
of the principal local governing bodies, 
and the clerks of nearly a hundred rail-

way and other statutory companies—in all, 
we believe, nearly 300,000 persons—have 
been left out of the scheme. The men 
escape the weekly insurance stamp, and 
continue themselves to be provided for 
in sickness and disablement as before. 
The wives lose the maternity benefit that 
they would otherwise have received in re- 
spect of their husbands' insurance.

" The only practicable way to remedy 
this injustice, unless some entirely new 
provision for maternity is made, appears 
to be for the Government to amend the 
provision for the 120,000 thus excepted 
clerks, &c., in its own employment by the 
addition of an equivalent to the maternity 
benefit; and for it, at the same time, to 
address a strong appeal to the local 
authorities (who account for a hundred, 
thousand more of these ‘excepted ‘ per- 
sons) and the railway companies (who have 
only a small minority of the cases) to add 
to the provisions for sickness and disable- 
ment a definite ‘provision for the wife’s 
confinement—just as if this requirement 
had not been, by our exclusively male 
Legislature, omitted from the Insurance 
Act."

The Deposit Contributors
Then there is the hard case of the un- 

insured wives of deposit contributors, and 
of the women who are themselves deposit 
contributors (numbering together cer- 
tainly two or three hundred thousand), 
for whom there can practically never be 
anything to draw for maternity benefit. 
The offer of maternity benefit to the de- 
posit contributors is, in fact, illusory. 
Yet a wife cannot prevent her husband 
from becoming a deposit contributor. Her 
need of proper care during confinement is 
just as much a public interest as if he had 
not neglected to enter or had not failed 
to get into, or to remain in, an Approved 
society. ,

The Taxation of the Poorest
" Perhaps the gravest of all the grave 

facts," says the report “that the working 
of the Act has revealed is the terribly low 
standard of vitality at which millions of 
our working people are living. Economists 
and physiologists demonstrate that, with 
prices and rents as they are, a family 
maintained on a pound a week cannot 
possibly obtain enough of the bare neces- 
saries. of life. It naturally suffers from 
chronic ill-health. We find, in fact, that 
the millions of families at or below the 
pound-a-week. level in our great cities are 

—if we judge by the standard of health 
that the professional classes expect— 
practically always ill. One panel doctor 
with a large East End practice has had 
through his surgery within the year 81 per 
pent, of all the people on his list. Another 
in South London has had 88 per cent. 
He declares emhpatically, and doc- 
tors in other towns and in other parts 
of London bear the same testimony, that 
what these people are suffering from is 
essentially want of nourishment, want of 
warm clothing, want of decent housing, 
and want of rest—in short extreme 
poverty. Meanwhile by the Insurance 
premium the State is abstracting from 
each of their bare cupboards one loaf of 
bread a week, thereby starving them still 
further into illness, in order to pay for 
their doctoring and sickness benefit during 
the illness which the State has thus helped 
to create!" .

Readers of Votes FOR WOMEN will not 
need to be reminded that a large propor- 
tion of these "poorest" on whom the bur- 
den of the Act falls so heavily are widows.

Summing up the situation produced by 
the Act the report says : —

" It is plain that nearly all the approved 
societies wholly or largely made up of 
women are overweighted. They cannot 
carry their present burdens without immi- 
nent insolvency. This is not due to any 
fault of their administrators, but to a 
blunder of the Government, which took the 
sickness experience of a society of men as 
a guide to that of four million industrial 
women wage earners, and forgot, more- 
over, as it seems, all about pregnancy!' 

"Under these circumstances it will, we 
think, be impracticable for any Govern- 
ment to attempt to right matters by dimi- 
nishing the women’s benefits or increasing 
their contributions. We estimate that 
somewhere between a million and a million 
and a half will be needed to make good the 
deficits of the women’s societies up to 
January 15, 1915—to say nothing of the 
future 1 Yet, seeing that the actual deficits 
will differ largely from society, to society, 
it will be difficult to make the societies 
even momentarily solvent by any simple 
grant in aid, whilst no such financial ope- 
ration will prevent a continuation of the 
deficits.”

In consequence the report, recommends 
that pregnancy and maternity be trans- 
ferred from Insurance tolocal Health 
Authorities, supported by grants in aid. 
We comment on this proposal elsewhere.

"HP
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THE PLIGHT OF THE VOTELESS WIDOW
Better Treatment of Mothers Where Women Vote—How they are 

Penalised in Our Courts—Mrs. Savage Sees Her Children Again
PENSIONS FOR WIDOWS

Sarah Savage Case Impossible where Women Have 
-- - Votethe

- Now that the case of Mrs. Sarah Savage 
has drawn public attention to the plight 
of the working-class widow in this country, 
it is of considerable interest to note how 
widows are cared for in countries where 
women have won the power of the vote.

IN NEW ZEALAND
In New Zealand the Widows’ Pensions 

Act (1911) came into operation on Janu- 
ary 1, 1912. In this Act the wives of men 
confined in mental hospitals are also in- 
eluded under ‘ widows." The pensions 
are further made payable to the guardian 
of the children in the event of the widow’s 
death.

Table of Widows' Pensicns
The following table shows the pensions 

granted in New Zealand to widows:—
Per

Annum.

tree’s “ Poverty : A Study of Town Life ") 
as a guide, they found that in seventy- 
seven families investigated, fifty-six were 
below his estimate of the minimum re- 
quired for the actual necessities of life and 
twenty-one were above it. In other 
words, 721 of the cases have incomes which 
are insufficient, even if perfectly adminis- 
tered, to provide them with necessaries 
for the maintenance of purely physical 
efficiency.” And if, adds the report, their 
cases are typical of the whole (in the 
Unions investigated there are about 1,201 
widows, having 3,612 children on out- 
relief), ‘it follows that about 888 of the 
women and 2,672 of the children are living 
under conditions o grinding poverty in- 
compatible with healthy and happy life 
and almost certain to lead to physical dc

Widow with one child under 14...
Widow with two children under 14 
Widow with three children under
' . 14
Widow with more than three

children under 14 ..............
She May Work as Well

£12 - 
£18

£24

£30

.One thousand three hundred and thir- 
teen widows, according to the latest re- 
urns, are in receipt of these pensions. 

If the widow has an annuity or income 
of her own over £30, there is a deduction 
of £l from the pension for every pound 
of private income that she has in excess 
of £30. ■ This does not, however, include 
personal earnings of less than £100, for 
it is not supposed that the widow can en- 
tirely maintain her children and herself 
on the pension given ; but it enables her 

, to keep the home together, and by work- 
ing in the mornings, or for two or three 
days a week, at the present rate of 
women’s wages in New Zealand, she can 
support the family in comfort.

In addition, if a widow of 55 has one 
child or more under 14. she is granted her 
Old Age Pension at that age instead of 
waiting till she is GO. This amounts to 
10s. per week.

"Grass Widows"
. The deserted wife and the wife of a 
convicted criminal are equally well looked 
after in New Zealand, where the laws are 
made by women as well as men. Pensions 
similar to widows’ pensions are granted 
to deserted wives, while ne’er-do-weel hus- 
bands are made to work for the State, as 
are also male prisoners and convicts, and 
the wages they thus earn are handed over 
to the wife and children. If they work 
well, there is a balance that is handed 
to the prisoner on his discharge. This 
provision is similar to the Lazy Husband 
Act, which was passed in Washington
State, 
there.

U.S.A., after women won the vote

A

THE CONTRAST
The Widow in England
LIVERPOOL REPORT

If we wish to contrast the treatment 
of the widow in New Zealand with that 
of the widow. in this country we cannot 

1 the admirable report 
of the condition of widows under the Poor 
Law in Liverpool, recently presented to 
the Liverpool Women’s Industrial Council 
by Miss Eleanor F. Rathbone, and now 
published by them (price 3d., post free). 
It discusses with perfect fairness the 
attempts of the Poor Law to deal with 
the out-relief of widows with children, and 
discusses the recommendations of the Poor 
Law Commission for bettering their condi- 
tion. But as a result of a perfectly inde- 
pendent investigation, conducted by in- 
dependent social workers of experience 
who are not Guardians, the conclusion 
arrived at in this report is that “widows 
ought not to be under the Poor Law at 
all, and that Boards of Guardians arenot
the right bodies to deal with them." 

Scale of Relief
With regard to the scale of relief, 

W.I.C. investigators found that in
the 
the

forty cases (taken at - random) investi- 
gated, the average amount given per child 
per week worked out at 1s. 9d. Taking 
Rowntree’s estimate (see Seebohm Rown-

{/e-nei'aiion an l industrial
(The italics are ours.)

Does Uncleanliness Mean

inefficiency^

Craelty? 
of so-calledIn view of the prevalence —--------  

‘ cruelty" cases in which poor mothers 
are penalised for not keeping their chil- 
dren clean, it is interesting to read in this 
report that "often the children of the 
most respectable mothers come out worst
in the matter of growth and physical con- 
dition. The rougher and more low-class 
mothers, who care little for appearances, 
probably spend a higher proportion of 
their income on food than those who are 
bent on living in a quiet street and cloth- 
ing their children decently." So it 
amounts to this, that the widow on in- 
sufficient out-relief has to choose between 
soap and food for her children!

This low standard of living naturally 
accounts for the low standard of men- 
tality among the children of such widows, 
which was found by the W.I.C. investiga- 
tors. And it accounts further, of course, 
for the low state of health also apparent 
in the mothers. "That almost half of 
the mothers on out-relief in the whole 
country should be in poor or definitely 
bad health seems to us a very serious and 
significant fact," says the report; and on 
another page of it this human passage 
occurs:—

‘‘The astonishing thing to us is not 
that so many women fail to grapple with 
the problem successfully, but that any 
succeed. If the well-to-do people who en- 
large on the incompetence of the English 
working woman and undertake to teach 
her ‘ Mothercraft’ had to lead her life 
under her conditions, how many of them 
could stand the strain for a week ? "

No wonder, as the writer of the report 
proceeds to say: " Rather than make 
themselves and their childrenpaupers 
. , . they will work their fingers to the 
bone, and (in ‘ their own crude biblical 
phrase)-‘pinch the children’s bellies and 
their own.’ « But the future of the com- 
munity depends upon its children, and it 
is not to its interest that their strength 
should be thus undermined."

The Reason For It All?
And the reason for this state of things? 

Hear the report on this matter:—- -.
‘ The reason that the claim of widows 

for different treatment has been so long 
unrecognised is clearly not far to seek. 
All widows are women, and none of them 
therefore are enfranchised." .

And it concludes by pointing out that 
e in several of the Colonies and American 
States where women have been enfran- 
chised, one of the first fruits has been the 
passing of a ‘ Widows’ Pensions Act."

Next week we hope to give some parti- 
culars of the provision made for widows 
in other countries where women have the 
vote.

"CRUELTY” CASE AT ST. HELENS
As we go to press we hear of another 

"cruelty ‘ case at St. Helens, where four 
children were found shut in a room, two 
of whom had not been out of the house 
for two months. They were in a dreadful 
state of uncleanliness, and practically with- 
out clothing. The parents, whose defence 
was that the children had not been able 
to go out of the house because they had 
no clothes, were sent to prison for six 
months.

Not having seen more than a bare news- 
paper report of this case, we cannot give 
any opinion as to the justice of this sen- 
tence. But, judging by the result of our 
investigations in Mrs. Savage’s ease, we 
sincerely trust that a local enquiry will 
be made into this case at St. Helens, in 
order to ensure that the parents are not 
being penalised for their poverty and utter 
inability to keep the children in a fit state 
to be sent to school.

VOTELESS WOMEN AND THE STATE
Scottish Women Liberals Demand Government Measure—Bills 
Affecting Women Before Parliament — Rebel Women Occupy 

Question Time in the House
THE PENALISED MOTHER

Legal Parent Exonerated
In three recent cases of child neglect the 

woman, although in the eyes of the law she 
is not the parent of her own children and 
has no legal rights over them, has been 
severely penalised, while her husband, who 
is at least equally responsible for their wel- 
fare since the law gives him the sole right 
to order their lives, has been punished 
with considerably less severity or has been 
let off with a fine.

The Dcrhi/shire Times (February 28) re- 
ports one case, that of a man and wife 
summoned at 7 Chesterfield County Police 
Court for gross neglect of their children, 
who were badly clothed and dirty. The 
woman said she had not had a sovereign 
since Christmas; she did not want to go 
to the workhouse, she could work for her- 
self and the baby. . The N.S.P.C.C. in- 
spector said she never attempted to keep 
the children clean. A police constable said 
he had seen the man drunk several times, 
and she had had to fetch him from the 
public house.

Now, why was the woman sentenced to 
six months’ hard labour, and the man only 
to two?

The second case, also a N.S.P.C.C. pro- 
secution, is reported in the Southwark and 
Bermondsey Recorder (March 6) and is that 
of a man and his wife summoned at the 
Tower Bridge Police Court before Mr. Gill 
for neglecting their five children, who were 
dirty and verminous. It was suggested 
(not apparently proved) that the woman

was addicted to drink, and that the man 
took no steps to remedy affairs.

The woman was sentenced to six weeks’ 
hard labour and the husband was fined £2, 
and £3 3s. costs.

The Worst Case
By far the worstcase, however, also 

given in the Southwarkand Bermondsey 
Recorder (March 7) is that of a Walworth 
couple summoned by the N.S.P.C.C. at the 
Lambeth Police Court for neglecting their 
seven children, the eldest of whom was 11. 
The woman pointed out to the court that 
she was in a critical state of health and 
had four babies under the age of five to 
look after, and maintained it was not her 
fault they were neglected. Since Christmas 
her husband had kept the handling of the 
money because he thought she was extra- 
vagant. The man admitted there had been 
trouble over money matters and that 
previously to that the 'children were well 
looked after. They had always been well 
fed.

Mr. Baggallay remarked that there had 
been considerable' neglect, princip^jy on 
behalf of the female defendant. Had he 
ever tried to look after four babies, the 
youngest only three months old, and keep 
a home together without any control over 
the weekly income? Apparently not, for 
he sentenced the woman to six weeks’ hard 
labour and bound over the defendant 
in £5.

It is cases like these that make some 
women feel they will go to any lengths 
to win the vote that will alone give the 
woman the status that is not hers at 
present.

SCOTTISH WOMEN LIBERALS 
IN COUNCIL

The annual council meetings of the Scot- 
tish Women’s Liberal Federation were held 
last Friday and Saturday in the Queen’s 
Hall. Edinburgh.Mrs. M’Kinnon Wood, 
the Hon. President, occupied the chair, 
and the bulk of the sittings on Saturday 
was devoted to the question of Woman 
Suffrage. A resolution was passed calling 
for a Government measure; a good deal 
of time was wasted in abuse of militant 
methods, against which a motion. was 
carried, while an amendment condemning 
the unnecessary violence of the authorities 
and the invasion of public meetings by 
the police, was unfortunately negatived.

Mrs. Barton (Parkhead) seconded. As 
an eye-witness of what happened on Mon- 
day she could tell them that the autho- 
rities really bungled.

Other delegates also spoke against mili- 
tancy, Mrs. Logan saying, however, that 
she was against it in the first place, she 
supposed, because she had not the courage 
to do what these ladies had done. Mrs. 
Falconer said she could not accept the 
rider on the ground that it was too general 
a statement of the matter, and Suffragists 
were often indebted to police for their pro- 
tection at meetings and processions.

The resolution was then adopted unani- 
mously, and the rider, when put as a 
separate resolution, was directly negatived 
by Mrs. Falconer, and her motion was 
carried by a large majority.

THE CASE OF
Considerable interest has been taken in 

the release of Mrs. Savage, which we were 
able to announce in our columns last week. 
Many newspapers reproduced considerable 
parts of our article, and the Star devoted 
a broadsheet to the fact of her release.

Our Special Commissioner, Miss Neal, 
into whose care the woman has been com- 
mitted, and the Editors of this paper, have 
received many expressions of congratula- 
tion on the effective way in which the in- 
vestigation was carried out, and several 
additional donations have been sent to the 
fund. Miss Neal sends us her report of 
the present situation with regard to Mrs. 
Savage. She also supplies us with a list 
of subscriptions received to date, and en- 
closes a copy of a letter she has sent to 
the National Society for Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children.

THE REPORT
Tuesday.

I have just had a report after the first 
visit paid to Mrs. Savage in her new home. 
The visit was unexpected, and my friend 
was received with a joyful smile, both from 
Mrs. Savage and her daughter Polly. .

Mr. Savage has settled herself in her 
home very happily, and had got everything 
very clean and nice. "I always was a 
one for a brush, and I shall have the 
boards as white as snow before I’ve done 
with them." Everything was set out to 
the best advantage, and she is quite 
house-proud already.

On Sunday she saw her children. They 
are well and happy, but they want to come 
to their mother. Through the kindness of 
her generous friends I am taking them all 
—Mrs. Savage, Polly, the three children, 
the married daughter, husband, and 
children—to the seaside for a week imme- 
diately after Easter. We shall be at the 
Green Lady Hostel at Littlehampton, of 
which I am one of the Hon. Presidents, 
and there I hope that in happy surround- 
ings the last shadow on these lives will 
pass away. After that I hope I shall feel 
justified in letting Mrs. Savage have her 
children with her again.

MARY Neal.

LETTER TO THE N.S.P.C.C.
The letter sent to the Secretary of the 

N.S.P.C.C. is as follows —
Dear Sir,—Will you kindly, following 

our conversation, put the points in this 
letter before your next committee:—

1. That, in my opinion, the casewas 
dealt with in a too sensational manner by 
your Society. See heading in the Child’s- 
Guardian to the account of the case, as 
calculated to give a wrong impression.

2. That no suggestion of adequate help 
was made to Mrs. Savage, nor any offer 
made to the magistrate to investigate the 
mother’s life and circumstances further, 
leaving him no alternative but to convict 
this woman.

3. That the Society, having no women

MRS. SAVAGE
inspectors responsible to this Society, is not 
in a position to deal adequately with cases 
such as that of Mrs. Savage. — Yours faith-
fully. MARY NEAL.

A VOTES FOR WOMEN Fellow writes:— 
‘ This morning at Covent Garden Market 
one of the women carriers mentioned the 
case of Mrs. Savage to me, and expressed 
great satisfaction at the result. All the 
market people know me as “The Suffra- 
gette,’ and several, when they are not 
busy, talk about it, and we give them - 
papers. One woman is most interested 
and disappointed if she does not have one 
of the papers each week."

A Member of Parliament, writing to 
Mrs. Lawrence about the case of Mrs. 
Savage and her children, says:

" VOTES for Women Fellowship has 
rendered a service which should command 
public approval and gratitude. ’ The case 
has lifted a corner of the veil, and given 
the public an insight into the desperately 
hard ■ lot of many poor widows with 
children, whose lives are one long, weary, 
hopeless struggle with grinding and killing 
poverty.”

OPENING ADDRESSES
Mrs. M’Kinnon Wood

In her presidential address Mrs. M’Kin- 
mon Wood spoke of Scottish Home Rule, 
and said that although she supported 
women’s full claim to be enfranchised, she 
thought that the inclusion of women in the 
franchise for the Scottish Parliament would 
strengthen their cause all over the country. 
She went on to say further that she felt 
it was not the Prime Minister or local 
M.P.’s who could give them the vote, but 
the present electors, the men who had the 
vote ; and if they succeeded in winning the 
Liberal: Associations over to their side, 
then the victory was theirs.

Sir William Robertson
Sir William Robertson, dealing with the 

Suffrage question, said he thought Mr. 
Asquith made a mistake when he refused 
to receive i a deputation from . men repre- 
senting all parts of Scotland—a non-party 
and a non-militant deputation—and his 
reason for thinking it was a mistake was 
that if those who followed constitutional 
lines were not received, it seemed to play 
into the hands of . the extremists. (Ap- 
plause.)

Sir Robert Murray
Sir Robert Murray strongly criticised 

the conduct of the police at the arrest of 
Mrs. Pankhurst in Glasgow. He detested 
militancy, and he detested brutality. He 
protested against the conduct of their 
officials in Glasgow the other night. That 
day was a black spot on Scotland. They 
had no business to affect the methods of 
the London people. They could have taken 
Mrs. Pankhurst quietly to a roadside 
station, and asked her to go to Holloway 
Gaol. The methods adopted were not. the

THE IMPORTANT DEBATE
Government Measure Demanded

A more statesmanlike tone pervaded the 
assembly when Miss Grienson (Glasgow 
Central) moved: "That this council re- 
affirms its belief in woman suffrage as a 
principle of Liberalism, is of opinion that 
a private member’s bill for its promotion 
has little chance of becoming law, and calls 
on the Government to indicate at the 
earliest opportunity that they will adopt 
woman suffrage as a part of their pro-

marriage become an alien, shall not, by 
reason only of the death of her husband, 
or the dissolution of her marriage, cease 
to be an alien, and a woman who, having 
been an alien, has by or in consequence of 
her marriage become a British subject, 
shall not, by reason only of the death of 
her husband or the dissolution of her mar- 
riage, cease to be a British subject.
• 12. (1) Where a person, being a British 
subject, ceases to be a British subject, 
whether by declaration of alienage or 
otherwise, every child of that person, 
being a minor, shall thereupon cease to 
be a British subject, unless. such child, 
on that person ceasing to be a British sub- 
ject, does not become by. the law of any 
other country naturalized in that country :

Provided that where a widow who is a 
British subject marries an alien, any child 
of hers by her former husband shall not, 
by reason only of her marriage, cease to 
be a British subject, whether he is resid- 
ing outside His Majesty’s dominions or 
not.

(2) Any child who has so ceased to be a 
British subject may within one year after 
attaining his majority make a declaration 
that he wishes to resume British nation- 
ality. and shall thereupon again become a 
British subject.

hurst should be pursued by such petty and 
mean refinements of cruelty, and it has 
certainly aroused the most violent indigna- 
tion amongst a very large body of both 
men and women."

The magistrates remitted the matters 
raised by the deputation to the Chief Con- 
stable for report.

Deputation to House of Commons .
A deputation of Suffragists, headed by 

Mr. Scott-Dickson, came from Glasgow 
last Tuesday and interviewed the Scottish 
members with regard to the arrest of Mrs. 
Pankhurst in that city. They were told 
that the matter ; was outside Mr. 
McKenna’s jurisdiction, and should be 
laid before the Glasgow Corporation. 
Their request to see the Premier was re- 
fused.

Will the matter rest with the local 
authorities, we wonder, when it comes to 
the next General Election ?

LIST OF DONATIONS
Mr. R. C. Clough ...................... 
Mr. A. E. Webster ............ . 
Miss E. IC. Pole .......................... 
Mr. L. H. Bliss .................... .
Miss E. Beck ..............................  
Anon. ..... ........... .
Miss E. M. Harvey ... .............  
The Earl of Selborne ........... 
Mrs. Fleming .............................  
A. B. and A. D. . .......................  
Mrs. Curry ................... 
Mrs. Crisp......... ................. ..........  
Mrs. Bennett ............ ...... .
"A Fellow " .......................
C. W. and F. Beckett ............... 
Miss B. Harraden ....................... .
Mrs. and Miss W. R. Davies ... 
Madame Pasisti ,, ---. .. „.......,„, 
Anon. .................. 
"A Fellow" ..............................  
Miss 0, Maud .................. ...........
Mrs. Gilmour ................... ........
Mrs. Cummings ................ 
Mr. J. E. Stalkart .........,,.i... 
Mrs. Roger Clark .......................  
Mrs Jansson ...............................  
Miss S. Barker ..........................
Miss M. Bewley ..................... .
Miss E. James ............................
Miss Morse ..,..,...,.„„..„,....... 
Mrs. Campbell .. ..... .............. . 
Mrs. G. G. Marriott .............. .
Mrs. Jansson (2nd donation) ... 
Anon., per Daily Mirror ......... 
Mr. J. W. Hancock Steel ...... 
Miss K. Barker ---------,-------.-, 
Suffrage Friends ........ ...............  
Subscription per VOTES FOR

WOMEN Fellowship ......... .

Total............

8. d.

0 
0

0
0

10
2

0 
5
2 
0 
0
2
2 
0
0

0 10
1 0
0 
0
0 
0
0

0

0 
0
0
0

0 
0 
0 
0
0 
0
0 
0 
0

custom in Scotland, and they would 
have them. (Applause.)

not

gramme in a future Parliament." 
Miss Adam, Glasgow, seconded. ,.

A Reactionary Amendment
Mrs. -Cowan, Aberdeen, " moved 

amendment: . " That this council is
an 
of

MARRIED WOMEN AS COUNCILLORS 
Mr. Herbert Samuel's Bill

The following is the text of the Bill 
introduced last week by Mr. Herbert 
Samuel, to extend the qualification for 
membership of County and Borough 
Councils:— =4
,1.— (1) Any person of either sex shall 
be qualified to be elected and to be a coun- 
cillor or alderman of: acounty. council or

* LIBERALS AND PRINCIPLE
Speaking at Acton last Friday Mr. F. D. 

Acland said the enfranchisement of women 
was one of the things Liberals had got to 
undertake if they were to pursue their 
principle, and if they wanted to enfran- 
chise women they would not really have 
any difficulty with regard to the opinions 
of particular Ministers.
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£30 4 6
Special for holiday at seaside for whole 

family :—.
£ s. d.

Mr. L. H. Bliss ....................  3 3 0
Rev. Percy Thompson ..... ........ 3 3 0

A WARM DEBATE 
Militancy Discussed

On Saturday the following resolution 
was moved by Mrs. Falconer, and seconded 
by Lady Robertson:—
" This council records its indignant re- 

pudiation of the violent and criminal acts 
committed in professed support of women’s 
suffrage; condemns all such methods as 
being wrong in themselves and injurious 
to the cause: reaffirms its adherence to 
the principle of women’s suffrage, and its 
resolution to support the cause by all con- 
stitutional methods.’

Mrs. Falconer said she did not wish to 
say much about the first clause of the reso- 
lution, which she only wanted passed in 
order to make the position of the Liberal 
women of Sectland perfectly clear. Never- 
theless, she took the opportunity to con- 
demn recent militant actions, and the rest 
of the debate turned on this question.

A Sensible Rider
Mrs. Crosthwaite, while dissociating her- 

self from militancy, moved this rider: " But 
the council also condemns the use of un- 
necessary violence on the part of the 
authorities — (applause) — and protests 
against the invasion of public meeting by 
bands of police as likely to cause panic and 
disorder dangerous to the public." (Ap- 
plause.) They had had. she said, a recent 
exhibition of that in Glasgow, and while 
they all considered militant methods de- 
plorable, at the same time they must con­
sider also, as deplorable the inefficient 
bungling of the authorities, and in Glas- 
gow they had been subjected to what she 
thought was really an insult to their public 
life. (Applause.)

opinion that while it supports every de- 
mand for the grant of the vote to women, 
it is not possible, inview of the present 
grave position in which the Government 
is placed, that Liberal women should de- 
mand a Government Suffrage Bill." -

Mrs. Falconer supported the amend- 
ment. She said she did not think it was 
a practical position to take up to ask the 
Government at such a critical time to take 
a step that would involve many members 
of the Cabinet retiring, including probably 
the Prime Minister himself.

Mrs. Wood, Kilmacolm, pointed out that 
the resolution did not ask the Government 
to bring in a Government measure just 
now. The Liberal party were going to 
suffer if they did not do something for this 
cause. Some of their best workers were 
joining the Labour party.

Mrs. Hutcheon, Dumfries, said if Mr. 
Asquith had fulfilled his honourable obliga- 
tions in this matter he would have had a 
solid phalanx behind him to carry him 
through this critical time.

A Betrayal of Democracy
Mrs. Crosthwaite said they should avoid 

the mistake of giving their worship to the 
ministers of their religion instead of to the 
religion itself. It was a betrayal of de- 
mocracy for a Liberal Government not to 
enfranchise the women. This was one of 
the great spiritual movements of their 

, time, and transcended all party. -
Mrs. J. W. Gulland thought at a time 

like this the Government should not have 
their hands tied.

The resolution was adopted by 110 votes 
to 86.

BRAVO, PEEBLES!
The following motion was discussed and 

carried at a meeting of the Presbytery of 
Peebles on February 26:—

The Presbytery, appreciating the zeal, 
devotion, and helpfulness of women in 
church work, and in all works of charity, 
remembering also that in the election of 
ministers of this Church they have a right 
to vote, and do vote, and believing that 
their political enfranchisement would tend 
to the moral and spiritual elevation of the 
people, sympathises with women in their 
desire to obtain the rights and exercise the 
duties of citizenship in this realm.

WOMEN LOSE NATIONALITY
New Naturalization Bill Retains 

Provisions Against Women
A Bill for Amending the Laws of British 

Nationality and the Status of Aliens has 
been introduced by the Government into 
the House of Lords and passed through 
its second reading on Tuesday last in that 
Chamber. It will be seen that the obnox- 
ious provisions relating to married women 
are retained in this Bill. They are con- 
tained in Clauses 10, 11, and 12, which 
read as follows:— .

10. The wife of a British subject shall 
be deemed to be a British subject, and the 
wife of an alien shall be deemed to be an 
alien.

11. A woman who having been a British 
subject, has by or in consequence of her

In an after-dinner speech last 
week Mr. Asquith said he would be 
the last person to desire fixity of 
tenure and the Premiership.

Our Artist suggests that the tin- 
tack in his chair of office is 
" Woman Suffrage.”

of a borough council, if that person has 
resided within the county or borough, as 
the case may be, during the whole of the 
twelve months preceding the election :

Provided that a woman, if- elected as 
chairman of a county council or mayor 
of a borough, shall not, by virtue of hold- 
ing or having held that office, be a justice 
of the peace.

.(2) The qualification under this pro- 
vision shall be alternative for and shall not 
repeal or take away any other qualifica- 
tion, and shall not remove or effect any 
disqualification.

2.—(1) This Act may be cited as the 
County and Borough Councils (Qualifica- 
tion) Act, 1914.

(2) This Act shall not apply to Scotland 
or Ireland.

GLASGOW PROTEST
A deputation of prominent local Suffra- 

gists waited upon the Glasgow magistrates, 
on Thursday in last week to protest against 
" the violence and brutality of the officers " 
in arresting Mrs. Pankhurst. Miss Janie 
Allan cited several cases of injury to un- 
offending women from the truncheons of 
the police, and stated that sworn state- 
ments to the cases would be given • if 
desired She also protested against the 
treatment of Mrs. Pankhurst by those who 
arrested her, during her drive in the taxi- 
cab, and against her having been kept at 
the Central Police Office all night instead 
of being lodged decently in Duke Street 
Prison.

" It is discreditable,"’ added Miss Allan, 
"to the city that a woman like Mrs. Pank-

JUST IN TIME
Mr. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P., saved him- 

self only just in time from being sum— 
moned as a " robber and pillor" under the 
Edward III. statute, when addressing the 
Home Counties Union of Women’s Liberal 
Associations in the Portman Rooms last 
week.

Touching upon “ Irish grievances, he 
roused applause by saying that a Govern- 
ment had only got itself to blame if 
people took the law into their own hands 
when the law was utterly unfair and un- 
just. .

Then he remembered he was a Liberal, 
and that some at least of his audience 
were Suffragists. ‘ At the same time," 
he added hastily, " I should not consider 
it an effective protest if a smallholder, 
with a view to showing his indignation, 
were to go and burn the Town Hall in 
King’s Lynn, or to throw something at 
the picture of the Mayor."

QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE
Mr. McKenna in the Pillory

Recent revolutionary actions have pro- 
voked a flood of questions in the House of 
Commons. Scarcely a day passes without 
question time being marked by the spec- 
tacle of the Home Secretary in the pillory, 
the butt of indignant enquiries from both 
sides of the House, from Suffragists and 
Anti-Suffragists alike.

Mrs. Pankhurst
Last Monday Mr. Keir Hardie asked the 

Home Secretary whether the arrangements 
for the " arrest. of Mrs. Pankhurst at 
Glasgow had his assent or approval,if 

not, by whose authority the platform was 
raided P -

Mr. McKenna replied, referring him to 
the Secretary for Scotland, and said: No 
directions were given by me. It was by 
law the duty of the police to arrest Mrs. 
Pankhurst who was a prisoner convicted 
of felony and illegally at large.

In answer to a similar question by Mr. 
MacCallum Scott, he repeated that no 
directions were given by him. The police, 
he said, simply carried out the duty im- 
posed on them by the law. .

Other Suffragist Prisoners
In answer to Mr. Arnold Ward, the 

Home Secretary said, last Monday, that he 
could not say how many undetected crimes 
had been attributed to militant suffragists. 
The difficulties had been very great, but in 
a considerable proportion of the cases the 
criminals had been traced and brought to 
justice.
. In answer to Mr. Keir Hardie on the 
same day, Mr. McKenna said: The number 
of women now in prison under my juris- 
diction for crimes committed in connection 
with the suffragette agitation is eleven. 
Of these, three are being fed artificially. 
One has been so fed since January 8, but 
in her case no force is required; she insists 
on being fed by tube, but offers no re- 
sistance. The other two have been fed 
artificially since February 26 and March 
12 respectively.

LAUGHING GAS BEHIND THE GRILLE
The Times states that recent attempts 

to improve the ventilation of he House 
of Commons have only succeeded in manu­
facturing. a kind of. laughing gas particu- 
larly noticeable in the Ladies’ Gallery

Are the authorities sure that it is the 
bad air which is responsible for this effeo ) 
behind the grille? We . should hav-i 
thought there was plenty of reason on the 
floor. of the House for the ’ display of 
derision behind the grille.
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VOTES FOR WOMEN” FELLOWSHIP.

A FREE MEETING
will be held on 

Thursday, March 26, at 8.30, 
in the

SMALL ESSEX HALL (Strand).
Speakers :

Mrs. PETHICK LAWRENCE, 
Mr. HAROLD LASKI

(of the Oxford M.P.U.),

Mr. PETHICK LAWRENCE.
Readers of Votes for Women and friends are 

cordially invited to be present. '

All Lovers of the Antique 
and Beautiful

Are invited to

Made from the 
bridges of the 
Old Verge 

Watches.

Gold mounted 
from 6/6. En- 
smelled and 
Jewelled from: 
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Rings.
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latest Inspiration

The exquisite 
art of past cen- 
turies adapted 
to modern 

adornment.

In our large col- 
lection of 12,000 
not two of the 

same design.

in the World of
CAME0S

Far Superior and Cheaper than New Ones.
Selections sent on approval.

Long membership of Suffrage Society sufficient 
reference for us.

Call or write— ‘Phone 4296 Regent.

ED. GOOD, 1, New Oxford St., W.C.
(Opposite British Museum Station).

ACTIONS
The following incidents have been attri- 

buted to Suffragists in the Press during 
the week:—

Wednesday, March 11.—An unsuccessful 
attempt to fire Park House, Edobaston, 

" Birmingham, a large unoccupied house.
Suffrage literature found.

Thursday, March 12.—Robertland House, 
Stewartland, Ayrshire, an unoccupied 
house belonging to the United Free 
Church, almost totally destroyed by 
fire; damage estimated at £1,600. Suff- 
rage messages found.

Two windows broken with a poker at 
a recruiting office, Glasgow ; one arrest. 

Friday, March 13.—Package dropped into 
- letter-box at Hatton Garden Post Office, 

which set fire to postal sack into which 
it fell, damaged some letters, and was 
finally extinguished by a postman with 

. the aid of sand.
Saturday, March 14.— Windows broken in 

Mr. McKenna’s house, Smith Square; 
six arrests. - .

Tennis pavilion, Olton Club, Bir- 
mingham. burnt. Suffrage pamphlets 
found. Damage estimated at £400. - .

Sunday, March 15.—Interior of Birming- 
ham Cathedral covered with Suffrage 
messages, such as " Votes for Women., 
‘ The clergy must rise on our behalf,’ 
in white enamel.

A number of railway coaches, on a 
shunting of the Midland Railway near 
King’s Norton, burnt. Damage estimated 
at £1,000. Suffrage messages found.

Corrosive fluid in three pillar-boxes in 
Belfast, considerable damage.

IN THE COURTS
Thursday,March 12.—At the London Ses­

sions. before Mr. Wallace, K.C., indicted 
for damaging the Rokeby Venus, Miss 
Mary Richardson, sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment.

- At the Central Police Court, Glasgow. 
i- before the Stipendiary Magistrate, 
- charged with breaking two windows, 
- Mrs. Helen Crawford, ten days’ im- 
- prisonment, and ordered to find surety 

of good behaviour for six months, in de- 
; fault an additional twenty days’ im- 

prisonment ; fifteen days allowed to find
- the surety.

At the Old Street Police Court,

THE LIFE OF EMILY DAVISON”
Over a life swift, condensed, and heroic it is idle- 

ness to spend many words. Emily Davison passed 
unhesitatingly, the lightning expression of the spirit 
of a brave movement ; and we who remember her know 
that she lived and died as in her clearest moments she 
would have chosen.

THE URBITOP

My first clear recollection of her is in Newcastle 
Police Station, when, as I was being led away from 
my comrades, she appeared at the opening in her 
cell door, and spoke to me rapidly in French. Her 
only thought was that something unpleasant might be 
about to happen to me. Of her own situation, in ■ 
a filthy, insanitary cell, she characteristically seemed I 
to care nothing. She looked as I have always seen 
her, sunny and brave, with that light on her face 
which suggested some secret of her nature which in 
a few years we were all to read. The sketch of her 
life by " G. Colmore” is brief, but probably contains 
all that need be known The clever woman, the loving ' 
daughter and friend, the valiant fighter—in each 
aspect she is put clearly before us; and we learn that 
as a child she had that same indomitable spirit which 
enabled her to sacrifice her life for the freedom of all 
women, and which makes her deed and its memory 
imperishable. She was happy, and found the fulfil- 
ment of her nature in obedience to the motto she had 
chosen for herself—that " rebellion against tyrants is 
obedience to God‘‘ J. E. M.

BOOKS RECEIVED
" Wealth : A Brief Explanation of the Causes of Economic

Welfare." By Edwin Cannan. 
Price 3s. 6d. net.)

• White Slaves of Toil.”

(London : P. S. King and Son.

By W. N. Willis. (London:
C. Arthur Pearson, Ltd. Price 18.)

" The Woman With the Pack." By Gertrude Vaughan. 
(London ; W. J. Ham Smith. Price 6d. net.)

PAPER-SELLING REPORT
The London season is approaching and visitors will 

be coming to town from the country and abroad. 
Our paper, owing to its international character, 
should be on sale in the streets everywhere, so that 
the woman’s movement may be explained and spread 
all over the world. We must have many more sellers 
to do this special propaganda work. A seller was 
told the other day of a stranger to the movement who 
joined the Fellowship through having bought a paper 
from her " for her pluck.”,

More workers have come forward to help at the 
Oxford Street pitches, where supplies are kept, but 
we have not enough. Those who can give any kind 
of help should send in their names or come to see the 
Hon. Organiser of the paper-selling department, who 
attends at the office all day on Thursdays to meet 
workers.

* “The Life of Emily Davison: An Outline,’ By G. Colmore. 
The Woman’s Press, Lincoln’s Inn House. Price 6d. net.)
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weaving prevents pene- 
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The weather may be wet ' 
orfine; an URBITOR 
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sorbentnature keeps out 
heavy rains in a won- 
derful way. There is no 
soakage, consequently 
no dragging weight of 
water to be carried.

The URBITOR is
made of pure wool
coatings, especially 
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for ' the purpose of 
obtaining the perfect 
weatherproof.

The choice of patterns 
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shades.
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every purpose.
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OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
charged on remand with assaulting a 
policeman. Miss Nora Smyth, fined £15 
and two guineas costs, or one month’s 
imprisonment. Fine not paid.

Friday, March 13.—At the Western Police 
, Court, Glasgow, charged with assault- 
' ing the police at the time of Mrs. Pank- 
- hurst’s arrest, Mr. J. A. Robertson, dis- 

charged.
Saturday, March 14 .—At the Westminster 

Police Court, before Mr. Horace Smith, 
charged with breaking windows and 
stained glass in a door at the Home 
Secretary’s residence, Mrs. Dove Wil- 
cox. Miss Douglas, Miss Gwendoline 
Cook, Miss Pearce, Mrs. Hopkins, and 
Mrs. Fahey, sentenced to two months’ 
hard labour each.

Tuesday, March 17.—At the Bow Street 
Police Court, . before Mr. Hopkins, 
charged with being on enclosed premises 
for an unlawful purpose (in the Lobby
of the House of Commons disguised as 
a man), Miss Catherine Wilson,
tenced to six weeks’ hard labour.

sen-

PRISON GATES OPENED
Last Saturday both Mrs. Pankhurst and 

her daughter Sylvia were released from 
Holloway Gaol, having again broken bolts 
and bars by means of the hunger and thirst 
strike. Mrs. Pankhurst, who was arrested 
at Glasgow • on the I receding Monday 
evening and conveyed to Holloway on Tues- 
day, was brought away in a taxi-cab on 
Saturday morning, and afterwards re- 
moved in an ambulance to Campden Hill 
Square in a very weak and exhausted 
condition

We understand that she is suffering not 
only from hunger-striking, but from the 
severe treatment she received at the hands 
of the police in Glasgow. ‘

The following table of Mrs. Pankhurst’s 
imprisonments, published. in the ■ Times. 
shows that in 11} months she has served 
only one month of her sentence of three 
years’ penal servitude."

Imprisoned.
April 3.........
May 26 ......
June 14 ......
July21 .....
December 4
December 13 
March 9 ......

Released.
April 12 .......
May 30 .......
June 16 .......
July 24 ....... 
December 7 . 
December 17. 
March 14......

Days’ 
Imprisonment 
Nine 
Four 
Two 
Three, 
Three..
Four 
Five

SOME NOVELS
uffragists, Arthur Schnitzler’s clever and 

■ ‘y ugly picture of Viennese life will suggest 
e lem whether, failing the right solution 
6 :n and women should be placed on a
: "ality— it is not better for women to be
“ n an immoral equality with men than 

ged perpetually by a hypocritical standard 
ssumes that women are naturally moral and ge aturally immoral, and that laws and customs 

- be framed in accordance with this assumption.
m Mr. Schnitzler’s book, “ The Road to the 

open,”* translated by Mr. Horace Samuel, it 
'appears that there is very little tendency in Viennese 
society to conceal the irregular relations of men and 
women, and proportionately little tendency to attach 
any social ostracism to the women. As a novel, his 
book becomes a little wearisome with its perpetual 
insistence upon the sex relationship; it is therefore 
all the more refreshing to find that when George von 
Wergenthin returns to his mistress, Anna Rosner, 
secretly bored with the alliance, but trying outwardly 
to work up a semblanceofhis old passion for her, it 
is she who quietly, and composedly gives him his dis- 
missal, and calmly prepares to take up her musical 
career and her home life again at the place where he 
had entered into both. - Besides this main, theme, 
there is a vast amount of detail in the book as to the 
position of Jews in Vienna, which is valuable and 
interesting to those who care about the Semitic 
question.'

In “Gold Lace.’-t Ethel Colburn Mayne attacks the 
same eternal theme of the relations between men and 
women, but from a different standpoint. She draws 
a renibrselcss picture of the petty flirtations that go 
on among the officers from the barracks and the girls 
of the town, in a little Irish garrison town; and 
brings into this trivial surrounding a clever sophisti­
cated London girl, who sees through the whole busi- 
ness and does not leave the place until she has sown 
the seeds of knowledge in the minds of the girls who, 
until now, have allowed themselves to be the passive 
sport of the boys of the regiment, these being, in 
many cases, engaged to women elsewhere. The 
results of her visit are very cleverly worked out; and 
the book is worth reading as a study, if rather a 
repellent study, of the efforts of a lot of girls, none 
of them particularly clever, to absorb the new ideas

and apply them to the respectably sordid conditions 
of life in a garrison town.

" The Hat Shop,”* by Mrs. 0. S. Peel, is a 
pleasantly written account of the business enterprise 
of a young widow, who sets up a millinery establish­
ment, and after making a success of it passes it on 
to her chief assistant, and marries the handsome 
elderly man who has -been waiting in the background 
all the time. The book is evidently written by one 
who has experienced the ups and downs of business 
life, and is sympathetically aware of the horrible 
difficulties that beset women under present economic 
conditions.

“ Crying for the Moon,”t by Nancy Pain and 
Winifred Rose, is a very cheery piece of frivolity, 
making no demands upon the intellect and helping 
to pass an hour or two very pleasantly. By this we 
do not mean that the book is not cleverly written. It 
is very cleverly written, and if, aS we suspect, it is 
the authors’ first book, it is full of promise. Though 
drawn, evidently with intention, only from the out- 
side, the characters of the little group of people, who 
meet and fall in love and part in a country cottage 
near the Chilterns, are all admirably drawn; and the 
touch of pathetic absurdity in Gwen’s romantic 
passion for an actor who is also a bounder of the 
first rank, is just what is wanted to add a little 
balance to the frivolity. If the authors decide to be 
more serious next time, and to adventure on the his- 
tory of young women who are not content only with 
falling in love with the first young man who comes 
along, we think they will not be altogether 
unsuccessful.

In " The Making of an Englishman Mr. W. L. 
George gives us one of the most finished pieces of 
work he has yet accomplished. He returns in it to 
his favourite theme of the psychology of the alien 
who finds himself in London, confronted with all the 
ideals and the failings, the vices and the virtues, 
that have " made England what it is ‘‘ ; and in Lucien 
Cadoresse we have an admirable picture of the 
modern “young Frenchman who is also an Anglo- 
maniac. Herein lies the real interest and also the 
subtlety of Mr. George’s book. His Frenchman does 
not want to be French; he wants to be English, and 
therefore ■ he sees his England through rose-coloured 
spectacles, and gives his creator the opportunity to 
criticise English standards and English prejudices 
from the point of view of a critic who, will not be 
unfair to either. Incidentally, this involves a certain 
amount of criticism of the position of women in this 
country, which is interesting, even where it does not 
show complete enlightenment.

HEAL & SON
Series of

Hand W orkmanship
Advertisements

Hand woven Carpets.
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in the world. By comparison 
with machine weaving, the hand- 
woven carpets will be found to 
be woven closer and tighter, and 
the patterns in many cases will 
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Heal & Son have many delight­
ful examples of hand-woven car­
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" Votes for Women"

Miss Sylvia Pankhurst
Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, who had been in 

Holloway Gaol since the preceding Sunday, 
was also removed in an ambulance to her 
address at Ford Road, Bow, about three 
o’clock on Saturday afternoon. Enquiries 
later produced the disquieting report that 
her condition was most serious. As we go 
to press we are gladto learn she is slightly 
better. +

a Police Magistrate I have never heard a 
more sad and deplorable story than that 
which has been told me in this Court to- 
day. You will each undergo two months’ 
hard labour.’
" Not one of us will do it,” said one of 

the women.

CARPETS
Released Hunger-Striker

Last Tuesday Mrs. Hopkins, sentenced 
last Saturday to two months’ hard labour 
for breaking Mr. McKenna’s windows, was 
released in an exhausted condition after 
hunger-striking.

THE “BLACKFOOT" RAID
What the Globe describes as a " Black- 

foot" raid took place in the early hours of 
Saturday morning on 36, Smith Square, 
Westminster, the residence, of the Home 
Secretary. About 12.45 a.m. a private 
motor set down six women at the corner 
of the square, who all proceeded in Indian 
file along the railings to No. 36, on which 
they made a furious . onslaught with 
hatchets, sledge hammers, and life pre- 
servers. Guarded as Mr. McKenna’s 
house is known to be, the “Blackfoot” 
tribe on this • occasion thoroughly out- 
witted the police, and before they could 
be arrested had broken all the stained 
glass panels in the porch and several of 
the windows of the house—in all, twenty- 
one panes of glass.

SUFFRAGIST DISGUISED AS A VOTER 
A Monstrous Sentence

The monstrous sentence of six weeks’ 
hard labour was passed upon the Suffra- 
gist, Miss Catherine Wilson, who dis- 
guised as a man, obtained admission to 
the central lobby of the House of Com- 
mons on Monday evening, and was found 
to have a riding whip concealed in her 
sleeve.
‘ When brought up at Bow Street on 
Tuesday before Mr. Hopkins, the de- 
fendant said that if she had carried out 
her purpose either Mr. Asquith or Mr. 
McKenna would have got a good thrash- 
ing.

of r^re sfu^Lirr
The Hair Carder.

In the Police Court
On Saturday morning, the six women 

were charged before Mr. Horace Smith 
at .Westminster. They were Mrs. Dove 
Wilcox, Miss Douglas, Miss Gwendoline 
Cook (who gave her name as ‘ Boadicea ”), 
Miss Pearce, Mrs. Hopkins, Mrs. Fahey.

Mr. Horace Smith, silencing a defendant 
who tried to explain her action on political 
grounds, said: " You need not trouble 
about that. The papers are full of argu- 
ments on both sides. I have heard enough 
and do not want to hear any more. Any- 
thing relating to the present charge I 
shall be pleased to hear.”

Two Months’ Hard Labour
In answer to another, he said: " I have 

not time to listen to matters which a re 
absolutely irrelevant. I may just say this, 
that in the course of a long experience as

THE PUBLIC PANIC
So great has been the panic caused by 

the attack upon the Rokeby Venus that 
in addition to the art galleries an 
palaces which were announced in last 
week’s Votes fob WOMEN ‘as closed to the 
public, other public buildings and national 
art treasures have been guarded with the 
most extraordinary precautions. The 
Houses of Parliament were closed to the 
public over the week-end; and in the 
provinces women have been debarred from 
using the reading-room in the . new 
Free Library at Stratford. Three famous 
pictures—Watts’s " Hope " and “ Peace 
and . Goodwill," v and Holman Hunt’s 
" Light of the World"—have been re- 
moved from the walls of St. Paul’s to 
the crypt. The British Museum so far 
remains open, but a large number of extra 
police have been drafted into the galleries 
and reading-room for its extra protection. 
We hope, for their own sakes, that the 
plain-clothes gentlemen, who have to pre- 
tend to be “readers” all day long, are 
naturally of a studious disposition.

During the meeting of the Free Church 
Council at Norwich last week, detectives 
guarded the pictures in the St. Andrew’s 
Hall, and two of the more valuable-were 
covered with a tarpaulin. . .

As we go to press we learn that 
Nation al - Gallery ' will . be: partially 
opened to students on certain days in 
week.

the

the

Our Spring Purchases are 
completed and the new 
Carpet Showroom is stocked 
from floor to ceiling with 
beautiful and lasting Rugs and 
Carpets from the markets 

of the world. .

We invite inspection by 
purchasers, or will be 
very pleased to send our 
Representatives any dis­
tance to give suggestions.

I
T is no uncommon thing for a 

Heal Mattress to be in con­
stant use for over 40 years. 

This extraordinary life is imparted 
by the Heal method of “ carding” 
or teasing the horse-hair by hand 
only.

Machine-carded hair quickly 
loses its life and resiliency owing 
to the hair being broken up into 
short lengths ; hand-carded horse­
hair can be cleaned and remade 
over and over again, retaining its 
elasticity and comfort.

A 3ft. Hair Mattress costs 
from 35s.

WILLIAM OWEN’S
Westbourne Grove,

LONDON, W
William Owen. Ltd.

A little Booklet, “ Notes on Bedding,” 
will be sent free on request to " Votes 

for Women” readers.

H EAL & SON
Tottenham Court Rd., W.
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IRISH LINEN & LACE HOUSE.

DRESS LINENS.
* Our new season's range is now ready, 

and will be forwarded per return mail 
to all applicants desiring to purchase.

EMPIRE LINEN MESH.
The ideal underwear for all ; most com- 
fortable yet made. Specially suited 

for hot climates.
ILLUSTRATED PRICE LISTS FREE.

MURPHY & ORR (Ps*) BELFAST, IRELAND,

WOMEN UNDER THE 
INSURANCE ACT

A debt of gratitude is owed to the Research Com- 
mittee of the Fabian Society for the masterly investi- 
ga tion which they have recently carried out into the 
working of the Insurance Act. i Their interim report 
has been published by the New Statesman in the 
form of a special supplement to last week’s issue, 
and we reproduce on page 375 the principal parts of 
the report dealing with the position of women under 
the Act. The fact that the report is not a political 
document constructed for the purposes of making 
political capital against the Government, but a plain 
record of fact, serves to bring out into all the more 
startling prominence the glaring injustice with which 
a Parliament of men responsible only to men electors 
have treated the women of the country.
। The cardinal error of the Act is that though it is 
called ‘ national ” and professes to deal with 
" national" sickness, it is, as a matter of fact (with 
a solitary exception), concerned solely with the sick- 
ness of persons engaged in money-earning occupa- 
tions. While, therefore, it provides sickness benefit, 
disablement benefit, and medical attendance for prac- 
tically the whole male working population because 
they are wage earners, it excludes from benefit two- 
thirds of the female working population, because 
they give their arduous labour without money pay- 
ment to the care of the home.

. So far as the money benefits for sickness and dis- 
ablement are concerned, there is atfirst sight a certain 
amount of justification in confining them to the wage 
earners, not because they are paid by the wage 
earners—for the money really comes out of the 
family income—but because they are given with the 
view of replacing the money lost to the family when 
the wage earner is out of work. It must be re- 
membered, however, that disablement benefit is in 
reality a kind of premature old-age pension, which 
in the vast majority of cases will accrue to the indi- 
•vidual after the partner of his life is dead. What 
the Act does, therefore, is to build up out of the 
savings of the family a fund to provide this old-age 
pension for the aged widower, while leaving the aged 
widow penniless to face the world.

So far as the medical benefits—attendance and 
drugs—are concerned, there is not even this shadow 
of justification for giving them solely to the wage 
earner. The effect of the Act is that men receive 
medical attention, medicine and care in their illness, 
while the great army of women who as wives and 
mothers are carrying on a heroic struggle in the 
homes are left to suffer unvisited by the doctor, with- 
out proper remedies, without care or attention. This 
is strikingly brought out by the Report in dealing 

with the provision for tuberculosis. The Act, it is 
true, states that the treatment for consumptives, 
including the famous ‘ sanatoria," may be extended 
to the “dependants" of the insured person. As a

I matter of fact, however, the money has proved in-

sufficient for providing treatment for all the insured 
persons, and therefore not a single one of the " depen- 
dants " has benefited by it—the rule in these matters 
being that men are to be served first and (if there is 
anything left over) the women afterwards. ■
"To this exclusion from benefit, of. homekeeping 

wives and mothers there is one exception the pro-1 
vision made for maternity. The Report testifies to 
the fact that where this is given it is, on the whole, 
working well, but, it calls attention to the grave 
scandal that over half a million women, through no 
fault of their own, are at the present time excluded 
from .participation. The principal class are the 
wives of some 120,000 employees of the Government 
itself, with regard to whom the Government has sub- 
stituted for the benefits supplied by the Act a dif­
ferent category of benefits, in which maternity 
benefit does not figure! Can anyone suppose for a 
single moment that the Government would have 
dared to do this if they had been dependent on the 
votes of women as well as on those of men ?

Leaving now the case of homekeep ing women and 
coming to the case of women wage earners who are 
themselves insured persons, the Report states that

it is plain that nearly all the Approved 
Societies wholly or largely made up of women 
are overweighted. They cannot carry their pre- 
sent burdens without imminent insolvency. This 
is not due to any fault of their administrators, 
but to a blunder of the Government, which took 
the sickness experience of a society of men as 

_ a guide to that of four million industrial women 
wage-earners, and forgot, moreover, as it seems, 
all about pregnancy 1

When we have a Government composed solely of men 
elected solely by men, and rigidly confining all its 
important positions in the Civil Service solely to 
men, this failure of the political machine to take 
into account the cardinal facts of women’s life is 
perhaps less surprising than inexcusable.

In order to make up for this Government blunder, 
various attempts are being made, with or without 
the connivance of the Insurance Commissioners, to
deprive women of the benefits to which they are 
entitled. Some Societies are refusing to pay sickness 
benefit during pregnancy, giving as their reason that 
pregnancy is not a form of sickness contemplated by 
the Act. They ignore, as the Report points out, 
that it is not disease but incapacity to work that 
forms the true criterion. Others are withholding 
benefits from insured married women because they 
have been found, while unable to work at their 
trade, doing the very lightest work in the home; 
others have unduly delayed the payment of benefit 
to women, thereby rendering them unwilling to waste 
time by applying for it. On the top of all this there
are threats of legislative 
of - part of their benefits 
miums !
v The true fact is that

action to deprive women 
or to increase their pre-

the women’s side of the
account is weighted down by all the expenses con- 
nected with child-bearing, which should really be a 
national charge. The Fabian Report recognises this, 
and recommends that pregnancy and maternity 
should be removed from Insurance altogether and 
dealt with by the Local Health Authorities’ with 
the aid of a substantial new annual Grant in Aid. 
We demur to this remedy, which we think would 
tend to make the benefit a pauper gift. We consider 
that these matters have been undertaken in connec- 
tion with Insurance, and should now be dealt with 
properly through Insurance. But the women's side 
of the account has to be assisted by the State. At 
present the State pays out of national money some 
five millions a year to the men's account (2d. a week 
for ten million men) and only some two millions a 
year to the women's (2d. a week for four million 
women). By redressing this balance there will be 
money enough not only to make the woman's side of 
the Insurance Act solvent, but also to do something 
for the homekeeping women who have been so shame- 
fully treated.

What ■ prospect there is of this adjustment or of 
the removal of the other injustices to women in 
the Act, so long as women remain voteless, we do 
not know. But until they are removed we shall 
continue to point to the provisions of the Insurance 
Act as providing the most damning criticism of a 
purely male administration which refuses to give 
women any share in the making of the laws and 
which treats their interests with such scandalous dis- 
regard.
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THE ROKEBY VENUS
Miss Richardson Sentenced Panic in the Galleries

In view of the widespread importance 
attached to the injury of the Rokeby
Venus by a suffragette—Miss Mary 
Richardson—we give her -peech from the 
dock in full. The sentence of six months’ 
imprisonment was inflicted -upon her. the 
maximum penalty for injuring an art trea- 
sure, Mr. Wallace adding regretfully that 
“ if it had been a window" he " could have 
passed a sentence of eighteen months' im- 
prisonment.”

"I Plead Guilty"
“ As it was a premeditated act I plead 

guilty,” said Miss Richardson, on the in- 
dictment being read to her.

Mr. Travers Humphreys, prosecuting for 
the Commissioner of Police, characterised 
her action as “ senseless and wicked,” “a 
dastardly outrage without any sort or kind 
of sense in it;" doubted whether she 
could " really be in possession of her right 
senses," but admitted that there was “no 
medical evidence to show anything other- 
wise than that she was a person responsible 
for her actions,” and his lordship would 
have to deal with her on those lines.

The Defendant’s Speech
Miss Richardson, looking weak and ill 

(she had been on hunger-strike since her 
arrest two days before) was asked if she 
had anything to say, and spoke as follows 
in a calm and collected manner but with 
great feeling:— f .
" I should like to say, as my act was 

premeditated, that I thought over it very 
seriously before I undertook it. I have 
been a student of art, and I suppose care 
as much for art as anyone in the gallery 
on Tuesday morning. But I care more for 
justice than I do for art, and I firmly 
believe that when a nation shuts its eyes 
to justice, and prefers to have women who 
are fighting for justice ill-treated, - mal- 
treated, and tortured, that such action as 
mine should be understandable—I don’t 

QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE
The panic in the museums and. art galleries has 

been reflected in the House of Commons, where ques­
tion time has been marked day by day by appeals to 
Cabinet Ministers for greater protection of our art 
treasures and sterner coercion of militant suffragists.

Last Monday, the Prime Minister had to assure 
Mr. Bennett-Goldney that consideration was being 
given to the points raised by him in a question 
respecting the increase of grants to museums and 
galleries for the maintenance of a more adequate staff 
of caretakers, and the merits of ex-soldiers for these 
particular duties.
" The Prime Minister had further to assure Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore on the same day that no warning had 
been received at the National Gallery of any attempt 
to be made upon pictures, especially upon the Rokeby 
Venus, by the Women’s Social and Political Union 

1 Mr. Ormsby-Gore then returned to the charge, and 
forced from the Prime Minister the admission that 
the whole question of the adequacy of the precautions 
against malicious injury to the pictures at the 
National Gallery was under consideration, including 
the provision of railings in front of the pictures.

Miss Mary Richardson
Last Monday, Mr. McKenna, in reply to several 

questions by Earl Winterton, said that Miss Mary 
Richardson was not of unsound mind when examined 
last October, that there was no present ground for 
releasing her, that the danger to the public was never 
left out of consideration, and that if it were only 
a “ so-called hunger strike " he would certainly hope 
not to have to release her. In answer to Mr R. Har- 
court, he had observed a statement mocking the in- 
efficiency of the law.

The Limit
No answer was given by the Prime Minister to Earl 

Winterton, who enquired how it was that a woman 
“ known to be a desperate person " was admitted to 
the National Gallery without even her muff being 
searched.

Attacks from Without
Mr. Bigland, M.P., seems to fear that the suffra- 

gettes will attack our national art treasures even if 
shut out from the galleries, for on Tuesday last he 
asked the Secretary to the Treasury if any precau­
tions were to be taken to prevent stones being thrown 
from without at the windows of the British Museum. 
In his reply, Mr. Montagu stated that it is proposed 
to move some of the collections in the Museum to a 
gallery in the new building, of which the floor is 
twelve feet above the street level. The front of the 
building, he added, will be protected by police.

Pictures " Practically Invisible"
An official, interviewed by . the Morning Post, 

somewhat ingenuously remarked that, " Unfortu- 
nately, if we adopt fully adequate precautions, the 
national treasures, especially the pictures, will be 
practically invisible." So Mr. Haselden's cartoon 
is not so much exaggerated, after all!

PUNCH'S POETIC JUSTICE
The public indignation against the woman who 

damaged the Rokeby Venus" continues unabated, 
and most inhuman propositions are being made. 
One gentleman has even been heard to suggest that 
the woman ought to be made to serve her term of 
imprisonment in the Royal Academy.— Punch.

say excusable, but it should be understood.
I should like to point out, as the prose- 
cution has taken pains to go into the das- 
tardly nature of my outrage, that the out- 
rage which • the Government has committed 
on Mrs. Pankhurst is an ultimatum of 
outrages—it is murder, slow murder, and 
premeditated murder. That is how I have 
looked at it. .

A Lesser Crime than Murder
: " In view of the fact that the Government 
permit murder, I think that anything that 
Suffragettes do naturally falls into a-lesser 
degree of crime than murder. How you 
can hold them up to ridicule and contempt 
and put them into prison and say nothing

■ to the Government which commits murder, 
which is an outside crime, I cannot under- 
stand; also, when men taxpayers are 
willing to allow thousands of pounds to be 
spent in this elaborate and expensive 
arrangement of injustice. It costs thou- 
sands and thousands to keep up this in- 
quisition of women, when a little, simple, 
inexpensive legislation would stop this 
matter in ten minutes. It is not looked 
on in that light. They prefer to spend 
thousands to provide detectives and in 
other ways for this inquisition of women, 
who are fighting for what they believe in. 
The fact is that the nation is either dead 
or is it asleep.

" The Nation is Dead "
"I think it has been undoubtedly proved 

that the nation is dead, because women 
have knocked in vain at the door of 
Ministers, bishops, archbishops, and even 
the King himself; the Government have 
not opened any doors whatever. A state 
of death in a nation as well as in an in- 
dividual leads to one thing, and that is 
dissolution, and I do not hesitate to say 
that if the men of this country do not at 
the eleventh hour put out their hands to 
save Mrs. Pankhurst before it is too late, 
before a few years are passed they will put 
their hands out in vain to - save. the 
Empire.I know you will sentence me. 
Your sentence will not really make much • 

How Cur Public Art Treaczres will be Viewed in the Future

difference, not only from the fact that I 
can only stand a few months' torture, but 

i from the fact that I am really a grateful 
and happy woman to have been able to live 
in a century in which Mrs. Pankhurst was, 
and in some slight measure I have tried to 
carry out what I believe in. It matters, 
therefore, not what becomes of me in the 
future."

Mr. Wallace having pointed out to her 
that acts such as hers would never advance 
any cause. Miss Richardson said quietly : — 1 
A" I must persist in what I believe in.”.

Mr. Wallace: I cannot go into these 
matters. The amount of damage in con- 
nection with this charge is immaterial, 
because the destruction of a picture like 
this, ifthe picture were destroyed or 
mutilated, no money could replace.

| Richardson: Do you realise that you 
cannot replace Mrs. Pankhurst ? No money 
under the sun can replace her. . She is 
being killed slowly. I have seen a difference 
in the last twelve months.

Mr. Wallace: I have nothing to do with 
that. You have pleaded guilty, and you 
have gloried in this crime.

Richardson : I don't say that.. I think 
it a great shame that I had to think it my 
duty to do it.

Mr. Wallace: With the greatest regret 
it is my duty to pass upon you a sentence 
of six months' imprisonment.

A PRESS VIEW.
The Daily Herald in a leading article 

on the case says: " It is the Government 
and the House of Commons which are re­
sponsible for the condition of things which 
produces Mary Richardsons and the like. 
. . . The only way out is for the House 
of Commons to redeem its own honour, 
and at once give the necessary time for 
the passage of a Woman's Suffrage Bill.”

The Irish Citizencomments on the lead- 
ing article in the Irish Times deploring the ' 
injury tothe Rokeby -Venus, and adds 
drily: " We did not notice any leading 
article in the Irish Times deploring the - 

inhumanity of the repeated arrests of Mrs. 
Pankhurst and Miss Sylvia Pankhurst 
under the Cat and Mouse Act, both of 
which have been exemplified, with added 
brutalities, this week. One must preserve 
a sense of proportion.” . .

The Priceless P.W.W.
"P. W. W.,” of the Daily Ncus, lets' 

the cat out of the bag in his ingenuous 
way when he says: " There. is no difficulty 
about arresting these women and securing 
their conviction and sentence. . What 
Parliament, has to face isthe subsequent ( 
hunger strike.”

AT LAST!
Out of a number of M.P.'s interviewed 

by a Standard representative on the sub- 
ject of the injured Velasquez, only one is 
reported in that paper as having made a 
reply taking a wide view of the situation. . 
Mr. F. Bennett-Goldney (U., Canterbury) 
took a strong view, says the Stainlard, of 
the militant policy, and thought that by 
making raids on museums the Suffragettes 
were injuring their cause. " But he held 
that the remedy should be found not in 
deportation, but in advancing some dis- 
tance towards meeting the grievance of 
the women. He would give female pro- 
perty holders the franchise.”

IN BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL
Early on Sunday morning it was dis- 

covered that Suffragists had been at work 
during the night in Birmingham Cathe- 
dral, for Suffrage messages had been in- 
scribed in white paint on the Burne-Jones 
window, on the pillars, floors of the aisle, - 
vestry door, side galleries, and pulpit.. 
The chancel was untouched. “ Votes for 
Women,”. " Stop . forcible feeding,”“The 
clergy must rise on our behalf,” were some 
of the messages thus painted. It is be- 
lieved that it willcost some hundred 
pounds to repair the damage, and that 
the work will probably necessitate the 

closing of the Cathedral for some weeks.

FORCIBLE FEEDING
DEPUTATION TO THE BISHOP OF 

MANCHESTER
A deputation from the W.S.P.U. waited 

upon the Bishop of Manchester, as pre- 
viously announced, last Friday, to ask for 
his support in agitating for the repeal of 
the Cat and Mouse Act, and for the cessa- 
tion of forcible feeding.

Mrs. Forrester said that in proportion 
to the intensity of their desire for political 
freedom was their resolve to resist im- 
prisonmen t of women. This‘resistance 
made those in power face the position 
clearly. It was simple logic. Militancy 
would go on. The indomitable spirit of 
the women who were in the front line of 
the Suffrage fight would not weaken. 
Political freedom was the price of cessation 
f hostilities. Punishment could go no 

further in any case, and could never be 
a deterrent to the militant women.

If the Bishops had made a stand in the 
House of Lords the Cat and Mouse Act 
would not have been passed, continued 
Mrs. T orrester. The bishops could secure 
its repeal, and the doctors could secure 
the abolition of forcible feeding; and then 
the Government would be driven to face 

problem.of finding the time and the 
honesty to act according to Liberal prin- 
ciples. == x .. 2

Mrs. Aldridge spoke of the growing un- 
est and discontent among women that 

such a state of things should be allowed 
to continue; and Mrs. Cohen urged that 
at was a degradation to the nation that 
such things should be done by a Govern- 
ment rather than that women should be 
given the vote.

The Bishop of Manchester said he ree 
served his judgment ; but asked if any men 
had used the hunger strike, how. any such 

been treated, and whether many 
prisoners would not use the hunger strike 
for getting out of prison if it were not a 
deterrent ?

Mrs. Forrester said that Mr. Connolly 
during the Dublin strike had been released 
after a hunger-strike, but that the show- 
118 the apparatus to an ordinary 
prisoner was enough, or just one operation - 

WE he threatened to s’rike. •
—The Bishop: Do you suppose that Sir 

ward Carson would hunger-strike if he. 
were proceeded against?
.Mrs. Forrester: Yes, if his patriotism is 

sincere.
The Bishop: Well, I don’t express an 

opinion.
.Mrs. Forrester: You do on Home Rule,

The Bishop: Yes, I express an opinion ‘ 
when I choose.

The deputation then left, after the
Dishop had shaken hands with its mem- 
bers. —

The deputation stated that they did not 
regard the interview as satisfactory. and 
"t was decided to send to the Bishop news- 
paper cuttings and sworn statements by . 
those who had been forcibly fed, medical 
opinions, and so on.

The Bishop's Judgment
. The B shop sent his reply to the deputa­
tion later in writing, and said that the pro- 
cess must be as disgusting to those who 
execute. It as to those who suffer from it

society when attacked by violence has 
a right to defend itself. , "I regret the 
measures of which you complain as much 
asyou regret them, but even if I were 
wling to take such a course I could not 
advise the Government to abandon its only 
known method of protecting the subject 
against violence. This is precisely the un- 
pleasant duty for which authority is com- 
mitted to them, but if you will give me a 
solid guarantee that all attacks upon pro- 
petty and person will be permanently 
abandoned by your Union I shall be quite 
prepared in my place in the House of 
—ords .to advocate the repeal of the Act 
of which you complain and the immediate 
release of all prisoners now suffering for 
militancy." —2

DRUGGING SUFFRAGIST PRISONERS
It will be remembered that recently re- 

leased Suffragist prisoners who had been 
forcibly fed showed signs of bromide 
poisoning and other evidence of having 
been drugged when forcibly fed in prison. 

— correspondent, who formed one of a de- 
putation who have been calling upon 
medical men with a view to rousing them 
on the matter, informs us none of the 
doctor thus approached seemed surprised 
at the suggestion that drugging had been 
resorted to. They seemed, on the contrary, 
to think it a reasonable and likely thing to

and several mentioned that it was a 
common practice in lunatic asylums.,

Out—of fifteen doctors seen by this par- 
teuar deputation, “ one only was in full 
sympathy,”, writes another member of it.

A second was very courteous and to some 
extent sympathetic, but thinks militancy 
? mistake, counsels patience, and will not 
"eP: O. more were quite civil, but un- 
nelpful.. Six were more or less civil, but 
cared for nothing but the man’s point of 
view. Five were very rude. Noone 
would protest now, but two had done so 
previously, . As a whole, the doctors’ 
mental attitude surprised, angered, and 
Hsgusted us. Women are on a low plane 
on their eyes." '

With regard to forcible feeding, “ most 
excused this, some approved, and a few 
"proved drugging also. Three urged the ; 

frequency, benefit, and long possibility of 
this in asylums. Several said we brought 
it on ourselves. One would treat militants 
as lunatics."

LET THEM DIE!
, It is some evidence of the opinion held 
PX the Home Office of the hunger-strikers 
that. the Lobby Correspondent of the 
£>yehi,nfj News should have to admit, in 
discussing the demand of some excited 
people that these women should be left 
to die: The Home Office authorities are 
convinced that many of the women would 
weicome this chance of offering themselves 
as martyrs to the cause.”

INDIGNATION IN VANCOUVER
—At a meeting of the University Women’s 
Sub of Vancouver, held on January 24, a 

. resolution was passed unanimously and 
forwarded to Mr. McKenna, denouncing 
forcible feeding and the Cat and Mouse 
Act as prejudicial to life and health and 
a revival of medieval torture, and protest­
ing in the name of humanity against both 
these practices.

SUFFRAGISTS AND THE 
CHURCHES

Westminster Abbey on March 22
The following letter was sent to the 

Dean of Westminster by Miss Sylvia Pank- 
hurst immediately after her release from 
Holloway Gaol last Saturday:
“A large party of Suffragists from East 

London intend to march together to take 
part in the evening service at Westminster 
Abbey on Sunday, 22nd inst., to pray for 
the granting of votes to the women of 
this country, and for the saving of the 
thunger-strikers, and the speedy conclusion 
of hostilities between the women and the 
Government, on terms of peace with 
honour.
" We trust that, as far as possible, the 

service will be adapted to this occasion and 
. to the great cause for which we shall pray 
together.” 3. •" . - . - - 3 /
— We are informed that the East London 

-Federation of the Suffragettes will march 
in procession to the Abbey on this occa- 
sion, starting, from Ford Road, Bow, at 
4,15, and halting on the way at Gardiner’s 
Corner, the Bank, Ludgate Circus, and 
Lrafalgar Square.

Last Sunday’s Intercessions
Before the sermon at evensong at West- 

minster Abbey last Sunday a number of 
women seated near the Poets’ Corner rose 
and chanted a prayer for Mrs. Pankhurst.

Suffragist intercessions were also made ■ on Sunday at York Minster, Glasgow 
Mathedral, and other churches, the women 
in most cases singing their chant in unison, 
and then either leaving the building or 
remaining quietly in their places until the 
end of the service. At Brighton Parish 
church, a woman stepped out into the 
aisle and chanted a prayer for Mrs. Pank- 
hurst, and on the verger requesting her 
to leave, another woman called out, “ This • 
is the House of Prayer; let her remain.”

A TAX RESISTANCE SALE
Silver belonging to Mrs. 0. R. Tolle, 

mache was sold at the White Hart Hotel, 
Batheaston, on Thursday in last week. The 
goods had been distrained in consequence 
of Mrs. Tollemache’s tax resistance. A 
speech was made in the auction room and 
afterwards a successful protest meeting 
was held at which a resolution protesting 
against taxation without representation 
was passed.

SIR ALMROTH WRIGHT’S SON
An unexpected legacy has come to the 

Suffrage cause in a sum of £500 which has 
been left to the N.U.W.S.S. by the late 
son of Sir Almroth Wright, the well-known 
Anti-Suffragist. ‘ This is the second legacy 
bequeathed to the movement by members 
of Sir Almroth’s family, the first being 
from Lady Wright’s sister in 1912.

AN ATTRACTIVE PROGRAMME
• The performance to be given by the 

■ Actresses’ Franchise League at the Arts’ 
Centre, 93, Mortimer Street, W., next 
Tuesday afternoon, sounds particularly 
attractive. The caste includes, among 
others, Miss Lilian Revell, Mr. Philip 
Tonge, Miss Barbara Everest, and that 
promising young actress, Miss Irene 
McLeod, who has not been seen too often 
since her clever performance in “The 
Eldest Son." And the three one-act plays 
to be given include a new one called 
" Which ?." by Evelyn Glover, whose 
"Chat with Mrs. Chicky ” has delighted 
many Suffrage audiences. Tickets must 
be obtained beforehand from the A.F.L. 
as no money may be taken at the doors. ′

Artistic Portraiture.

Tel.: Kens. 84. Estd. over 50 years.

Miniature Painter.

47-49, BROMPTON ROAD, S.W., &

159, HIGH ROAD, BALHAM.

SOUTH AFRICA
. - The Don. Hugh Wyndham’s Bill

Because there was a chance of making 
a third-rate joke, some of the papers an- 
nounced last Friday that the third reading 
of the Hon. Hugh Wyndham’s Woman 
Suffrage Bill would be taken in the South 
African Parliament on April 1. But for 
this chance of displaying the humour of a 
bygone age with regard to woman suffrage 
bills, the news would probably not have 
been thought worthy of publication.
—The Bill, which was read a first time on 
Thursday in last week, will, if passed, 
enfranchise women who possess the 
qualifications that now entitle men to vote,

a slight reservation in regard to 
married women who are joint-owners of 
property with their husbands.

UNION FOB WOMEN SUFFRAGE OVERSEAS
Miss Hodge’s Tour

Miss Margaret Hodge, who has just re­
turned from a tour through Australia, 
New Zealand, and South Africa, starts on

(Doctor’s letter, shown on request.)
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the capacity for work and 
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By its marvellous tonic action, by its invigorating 
effect upon the weakened blood and worn-out 
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Wine, and you will actually feel strength, and energy, 
and ‘pluck,’ and joy of living returning after the very 
first dose. Read our GUARANTEE below.
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Chapter 3

Absolutely Clean Linen 
and a good colour.

That’s what every housewife wants 
as a result of wash-day work.

Fels-Naptha gives both.
Gives it without hard rubbing or 

scrubbing.

Simply soaking in cold or lukewarm 
water, a little rubbing to bring out the 
loosened dirt——and rinsing.

Fels-Naptha 39 Wilson street London E C

Saturday,. March 21, for New York, and 
intends visiting that city and Chicago, 
She then hopes to spend about two months 
in Canada, though she will not be able 
to go further west than Winnipeg. She 
spent fifteen months recently with her 
friend,. Miss Newcomb, in the British 
Dominions of the Southern Hemisphere, 
and a Union for Woman’s Suffrage for the 
British, Dominions Overseas was inaugu- 
rated in New Zealand, and the idea was 
cordially received in the Commonwealth 
and the Union of South Africa.

Miss Hodge hopes to find favour for this 
Union in Canada, and this is the main 
object of her visit. Miss Newcomb, as 

. Hon. Sec. of the new Union, will remain 
in London to prepare the way for the first 
meetings of the delegates from the dif- 
ferent quarters of the world, on July 9, 
1914. Miss Hodge is fortunate in having 
for a fellow traveller Miss Dorothy 
Pethick, who will represent the VOTES FOR 
WOMEN Fellowship, and they hope by their 
united efforts to spread the knowledge of 
the Suffrage movement in Great Britain, 
and incidentally to extend the circulation 
of VOTES FOR WOMEN..

144



VOTES FOR WOMEN. March 20, 1914.
MARCH 20, 1914. VOTES FOR WOMEN

FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS
Enthusiasm at Bolton and Southport 
The Spinners’ Hall, Bolton, was crowded 

to its utmost limit on Monday night, when 
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence spoke to a meeting 
organised by the Votes FOR Women Fel- 
lowship. Mrs. M. E. Cousins, whose work 
in Ireland is well known to our readers, 
took the chair, and Mrs. Pethick Lawrence 
explained the demand on which all the 
Suffrage societies were uniting for a 
Government measure for the removal of 
the sex barrier. She also showed the 
reason for the present anti-Government 
policy and for regarding the Labour M.P • S 
as not truly representative of an indepen- 
dent party, but as a wing of the Govern- 
ment supporters. A strong resolution, 
moved by the Rev. Leigh Orton and 
seconded by Mrs. Lawrence, was carried 
unanimously.

On idle following day, under the chair- 
manship of Miss Kate Ryley, Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence addressed an enthusiastic 
audience which filled the Carnegie Hall, 
Birkdale (Southport) to overflowing. The 
resolution was again carried unanimously, 
and an almost verbatim report of Mrs. 
Lawrence’s speech appeared in the local 
paper next day.

Miss Phyllis Lovell, the Lancashire 
organiser, is to be congratulated on the 
remarkable success of these meetings.

At Cricklewood
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence was the chief 

speaker at a meeting held in St. Gabriel’s 
Hall, Cricklewood, on March 5. If one 
can judge by the enthusiasm of the 
audience and by the numbers who came 
to hear what Mrs. Pethick Lawrence had 
to say, one can only say that the tide of 
opinion in favour of women’s enfranchise- 
ment is indeed coming in fast. An in- 
teresting feature of the meeting was the 
presence on the platform of ministers of 
various denominations from churches in 
the neighbourhood, an illustration of the 
fact that the Church now begins to recog- 
nise that the emancipation of women is 
an essential outcome of Christianity.

The resolution moved by Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence protested against the omission 
of the subject of Woman Suffrage from the 
King’s Speech, deplored the manner in 
which the present Cabinet had treated 
that question, and called upon the Govern- 
ment to bring in a Bill for the enfranchise- 
ment of women during the present session 
of Parliament. This resolution was 
seconded by Dr. Letitia Fairfield, the 
second speaker, and on being put to the 
vote was carried with one dissentient.

The meeting was ably presided over by 
the Rev. Dr. Macgowan, who in his intro- 
ductory remarks gave his reasons for 
believing that the cry of women for liberty 
—after fifty years of preparation—had the 
voice of God behind it. Financially the 
meeting was a great success, over £10 
being handed over to the Fellowship after 
all expenses had been paid.

MRS. ANNIE BESANT
Sends Good Wishes to Fellowship

Mrs. Jopling Rowe informs us that in 
reply to a request to speak at a Fellow- 
ship meeting, Mrs. Annie Besant has 
cabled as follows:—
_ " Am in India. Hearty sympathy. Wish 
success. Besant.”

ANTI - SUFFRAGIST DEFEAT 
AT EXETER

(From a Correspondent)
A recent event of importance at Exeter 

has been a triumphant Suffrage meeting— 
arranged by the Antis.

The National League for Opposing 
Woman Suffrage has, in fact, been conduct- 
ing a west country tour that has brought

out the great progress made during the 
last year by Suffragism. At meetings held 
at Exmouth, and at Sidmouth, the 
Suffrage element was so strong in the audi- 
ence that the organisers did not dare to 
take a vote, and so put no resolution. They 
made a tremendous effort at Exeter, where 
they are supposed to have a very flourish- 
ing branch. Local “ Antis" canvassed prac- 
tically all the principal business houses. 
Bills were issued broadcast, announcing a 
“ public meeting,” to take place in the 
Barnfield Hall on Friday; speakers: Miss 
Gladys S. Pott and Mr. A. Maconachie, 
M.A.", and adding:— :
“Electors of Exeter are specially invited 

to attend and demonstrate their opposi- 
tion to the swamping of their votes by the 
addition of millions of women to the Par- 
liamentary Register."

In addition, Mr. H. B.Samuels held a 
week of open-air meetings to work up in- 
terest in the forthcoming event. Paren- 
thetically, one may observe that it would 
really “pay” any Suffrage society to en- 
gage this gentleman officially to come and 
talk Anti-Suffragism in its neighbourhood. 
Some idea of the effect of his arguments.— 
they were the stock ones of, the Antis, 
may be gathered from the remark of a 
shrewd working-man.-among his audience 
in the Fountain Square in St. Sidwell’s 
Street. “I used to be ' against the 
Suffrage for Women," he said; " but," ad- 
dressing Mr. Samuels, "I heard you at 
Gervase Avenue last night, and I’ve heard 
you again here to-night, and now I‘m for 
Votes for Women decidedly.".

There was a large but not crowded audi- 
ence in the Barnfield Hall on Friday, but 
it was soon apparent that a big proportion 
had Suffrage sympathies. The Chairman 
said, in effect, that women were all very 
well in their place, but that all the really 
important work of the world was done by 
men. Miss Pott then took the field, and 
was listened to in almost complete silence. 
The Chairman made no mention of a reso- 
lution, but, having presumably tested the 
audience and come to the conclusion that 
it might be adventured, Miss Pott moved, 
at the close of her address, that the exten- 
sion of the Parliamentary Franchise to 
women was undesirable in their own in- 
terests, and would be prejudicial to the 
State, and that such a change ought not 
to be entertained unless upon the clearly- 
expressed opinion of the electorate.

Mr. Maconachie followed, both speakers 
so dragging out their speeches that it 
looked as if there would be no time for 
questions.Several were asked, however. 
The first was: " If Anti-Suff ragists consi- 
der • that Women’s Suffrage would be such 1 
a danger to the country, as they say, why 
don’t they hold more meetings against it? 
Suffrage meetings outnumber ‘Antis’’ by 
ten to one.” " Antis," Mr. Maconachie re- 
plied, “can make more headway with one 
meeting than Suffragists can with . a 
hundred”—an answer which was quite 
laughable in view of what followed.

Mr. Maconachie having claimed that the 
return of Anti-Suffragists at certain recent 
bye-elections showed how unpopular votes 
for women had become with men voters, 
an elector asked if Women’s Suffrage was 
really an issue at elections? The plat- 
form fell into the trap at once, and hailed 
this citizen as a supporter. Suffragism, 
Mr. Maconachie said, beaming, was never 
regarded by men voters as of sufficient im- 
portance to be an issue at elections. " Then 
why claim the sending of Anti-Suffragists 
to Parliament as a victory for your side ?" 
asked the questioner.

The Chairman was by this time growing 
“nervy,” and on another man asking if he 
might put a second question, said: "I 
don’t know. I must know what it is 
first."

Voting was by a show of hands, and it 
was at once obvious that the resolution was 
lost, the Chairman proclaiming that he 
thought there was a small majority against. 
" Not small 1 " the Suffragists cried, and at 
their request the vote was taken again, 
those against the resolution rising in their 
places. They were then seen to be in a large 
majority.

COMING EVENTS
"Votes for Women" Fellowship Meetings

The Fellowship will hold a meeting for 
Fellows and friends at the small Essex 
Hall, Strand, on March 26, at 8.30. 
Speakers : Mr. Harold Laski and Mr. and 
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence.

The Ilford Group of the Fellowship are 
organising a Jumble Sale in aid of their 
local fund. Fellows are asked to help. 
Hon. Sec., Mrs. Crouch, 132, Wellesley 
Road, Ilford.

Lancashire Centre
Organiser: Miss Phyllis Lovell, Wingate 

House, Ainsdale, Lancashire...

There will be readings from Olive 
Schreiner’s "Women and Labour," at 15, 
Hoghton Street, Southport, every Monday

evening at 8 p.m. The Lancashire Organ- 
iser will be at home to Fellows and friends 
every Thursday afternoon from 3.30 to 5.30 
in Miss Palethorpe’s Studio, The Albany, 
Old Hall Street, Liverpool.

Other Meetings
The New Constitutional Society will hold 

a meeting at the N. C. Hall, Park Man- 
sions Arcade, on March 24, at 3 p.m. 
Speakers: Mrs. John Beresford Leathes 
and Miss Forsyth.

At the International Women’s Franchise
Club, on March 25, at 8.30 p.m. Speaker: 
DE C. W. Saleby. Chair: Miss Otter

The Women’s Freedom League will hold 
a meeting at the Caxton Hall on March 25, 
at 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Miss Nina Boyle, 
Mrs. Baillie, B.Sc.

WHERE TO SHOP IN PROVINCES
The attention of our readers living in the country is directed to the 

advertisements of the provincial shops which appear beloioi

ACTRESSES’ FRANCHISE 
LEAGUE

2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.
President: Lady Forbes-Robertson
Miss Sydney Keith and Miss Eleanor 

Elder gave a performance of "A Chat with 
Mrs. Chicky" at Mrs. Lowy's house in 
Holland Park on Thursday, March 12. -

A performance of ‘ How the Vote was 
Won,”' and other items, will be given at 
Mrs. Sadd Brown's on March 20. A Suff- 
rage entertainment fixed for Brighton on 
the same date has had to be cancelled 
owing to the regretted death of . Miss 
Martindale.

Rehearsals for the performance at the 
Arts' Centre on Friday, March 27, are in 
full swing. In addition to those mentioned 
last week, Mr. Guy Leigh Pemberton has 
joined the cast.

The next "‘ Speakers' Class"' is on Fri- 
day, March 20. This will be the last till 
after Easter, when it is hoped to resume 
the course.

Members who feel they would like to, 
undertake " lobbying " in the House of 
Commons are asked to communicate at 
once with Miss Mayo, in order that they 
may join the "Group" now being formed 
for that work.

SUFFRAGE DIRECTORY
Actresses' Franchise League,

2. Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

tralian and New Zealand Women 
tors’ Association.
C- International Women’s Franchise Club,

Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society, 
55, Berners Street, Oxford Street. W.

Church League for Women’s Sufrage,
6, York Buildings, Adelphi, W.C.

Civil Service Suffrage Society,
19. Sotheby Road, Highbury.

Conservative and Unionist Women’s Fran, 
chise Association.

43, Dover Street. W.
East London Federation of the Suffragettes, 

321, Roman Road, Bow, E.
Federated Council or Women's Sufrage Societies,

"ABDO,"
The FIGURE REDUCING CORSET

[Eateiited' a^ Registered).

The most perfect Corset ever invented 
for Medium and Fall Figures.

Reduces the Figure 3 to 5 inches 
after a few days’ wear.

Patent Boneless Self-adjusting Band and 
Semi-double Back Lacing.

A STYLE FOR EVERY FIGURE.
Rests the Back. Less Weight 

Ensures no Bulk.
More support and greater comfort than 

any other Reducing Corset.
In White Coutil, low bust, deep over hips, 
fitted ‘Kingsonia’ Patent Non-Rip Suspenders, 

Price 14/11, CApziar®

JAMES COXON & CO.,"td.,
Qor$et Specialists,

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

15-18 h.p. BEDFORD C OQE 
Empress Two-Seater c=0.

All Bedford and Buick models 
are complete with hood, screen, five 
lamps, spee lometer, two plain and 
two steel-studded Michelin tyres on 
detachable rims, jack, tyre, pump, 
horn, tools and tyre carrier. Right 
hand-control, Bosch Magneto, aud 
Zenith Carburetter.

MOORE’S
BELFAST LINEN 

WAREHOUSES, 
Albion Street, Leeds, 
North Parade, Bradford.

OUR GREAT SPECIALITY.
Reliable House Linen at 

Moderate Prices.

We are now making an
EARLY SPRING EXHIBITION

OF

CURTAINS AND CHINTZES 

with great charm of colour and 
design.

Your Personal Inspection or Inquiries 
are Specially Invited

‘TAYLORS’ in the Green
BRISTOL.

Specialists in 
LADIES' TAILORING.

DRESSMAKING, MILLINERY.

Also Every Description of 
Ready-to-Wear Garments.

J. F. TAYLOR & SON, 
32-33, College Green, 

BRISTOL.

UNITED SUFFRAGISTS
3, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C.

Telephone: Regent 5150
Colours: Purple, White and Orange 

Committee
Miss Lena Ashwell । Mrs. H. D. Harben 
Mr. Gerald Gould Miss Evelyn Sharp 
Mr. Henry W. Mrs. Frederick Whelen 

Nevinson I Mr. John Sourr
Mr. H. J. Gillespie, Hon. Treasurer 
Mrs. Ayrton Gould, Hon. Secretary 
Mr. Charles Gray, Secretary

Join US' (United Suffragists)
To London Readers—Important Notice.

—To-night‘s (Friday’s) meeting of members 
and friends will be held in the Small 
Portman Rooms, Baker Street, W., at 
8 p.m., not in the New Constitutional 
Society’s Hall, as originally announced, 
this having been* found too small in view 
of the demand for tickets. Owing to the 
increased accommodation, a few seats are 
still available for the friends of members. 
Ring us up directly you read this!
Election Campaign (Walworth Division) 

Last week’s open-air meeting was most 
successful. Speakers at this week’s, held 
at the same place and time—corner of 
Liverpool Street and Walworth Road, 

Thursday at 8 p.m.—Mr. Mewett and Miss 
Evelyn Sharp. Canvassers are coming in, 
but not so fast as we would like. Helpers 
of all kinds wanted, please! Paper-sellers, 
bill-distributors, chalkers, speakers!

Stroud Division.—A canvassing cam- 
• paign is being started here at once. Any- 

one living in the neighbourhood and will- 
ing to help should communicate with us 
at headquarters.

Hatfield Peverel (Saffron Walden Divi- 
sion).A similar campaign is also being in- 
stituted here for which helpers will be 
welcomed. ■ •

Provincial branches of the United Suff- 
ragists are in process of formation, of 
which particulars will be announced 
shortly. But meanwhile, there isno 
reason why canvassing campaigns should 
not be set on foot in any Parliamentary i 
division where two or three members of 1 
US are gathered together. Will groups 1 
of this kind, however small, communicate 
with us at once? In view .of a possible 
General Election, this is urgent.
First Public Meeting.—Our first public • 

meeting will be held at the large Port- i 
man Rooms, Baker Street, on Thursday, 
May 21, at 8 p.m. Miss Lena Ashwell will 
take the Chair; other speakers, including 
well-known men and women not hitherto 
identified with the movement, will be an- 
nounced next week. Tickets can be booked 
now.

A New Leaflet.—By kind permission of 
Lady Constance Lytton, an excerpt from 
her book. “ Prisons and Prisoners,’’ has 
been published by US as a leaflet, and is 
on sale at 3. Adam Street, price ls. 
100, or 7s. 6d. per 1,000, post free.

per

SPEECH THAT IS GOLDEN

Irresistible
is the charm of Bedford coachwork, indubit- 
able the reliability .of Buick chassis. Com- 
bination of. the two means the attainment of 
perfection in low-priced cars. It is a note­
worthy fact that there are on the road more
Buick cars that have run 
than of any other make

100,000 miles 
in ‘ the world.

Nursery for Suffrage Speakers
Probably, few of our readers know .... 

work that is being done by members of the 
Actresses’ Franchise League in the train- 
ing of Suffrage speakers. In addition to 
their own Speakers’ Class, Miss Sydney 
Keith takes a weekly class in elocution 
for intending speakers in Bow, and one is 
now being started in Canning Town by 
Miss Winifred Mayo. Mrs. Pertwee has 
for months past held a most successful 
Speakers’ Class for the New Constitutional 
Society, both in London and Hastings, 
and one for the W.S.P.U. in Bexhill ; and 
Miss Ada Moore undertakes others for the 
Chelsea, Kensington, and Hampstead 
W.S.P.U.. while our readers will not need

the

bedford models from £285 to £400

BUICK models .. £225

GENERAL MOTORS (EUROPE), 
BEDFORD HOUSE, LONG ACRE, LONDON, 
‘Phone: Gerrard 9626 (3 lines). Telegrams: "Buickgen, ]

to be reminded of Miss Rosa Leo’s splen­
did services to the W.S.P.U. and others 
in this connection. In the Suffrage move­
ment it is certainly speech and not silence 
that is golden!

SPRING CLOTHES
Messrs. Harvey, Nichols and - Co., 

Limited, have now a complete stock of 
spring clothes. They have some of the 
smartest coats and skirts in London, also 
coats in the new suede cloth. There are 
to be noticed many styles of shirt blouses, 
in silk, spunella, and linen. They have 
published a most attractive and useful 
catalogue, which-should be a great help to 
prospective buyers.

Friends’ League for Women’s Sufrage, 
Walden, Gloucester.

Gymnastic Teachers’ Suffrage Society,
2. York Place, Oxford Road. Manchester.

International Suffrage Shon,
i 11, Adam Street, Adelphi, W.C.

International Woman Sufrage Alliance,
7. Adam Street, Adelphi, W.C. -

International Women’s Franchise Club.
9. Grafton Street, W.

Irishwomen’s Franchise League,
Dublin.

Irishwomen’s Suffrage and Local Govern, 
ment Association.

163, Rathgar Rond. Dublin.

Irishwomen’s Suffrage Federation,

Irish ten’s Suffrage Society,

Woman Suffrage,

Liberal Women’s Suffrage Union, 
Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge, S.W.

London Graduates' Union for Woman 
Suffrage.

chisement.

National Political League.
Bank Buildings, 14, St. James’ Street, S.W.

National Union of Women’s Sufrage Societies.
14, Gt. Smith Street, Westminster. S.W.

New Constitutional Society for Woman Suffrare,
8, Park Mansions Arcade, Knightsbridge.

Northern Men’s Federation for Women’s Surage,
6, Wellington Road, St. John’s Wood, N. W.

Scottish Churches League for Woman Suffrage,
w 11, Howe Street, Edinburgh.

Scottish Federation for Women’s Surfrage.
2. St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh.

Spiritual Militancy League,
46, Queen’s Road, Bayswater, W.

Suffrage Atelier,
Office: 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.
Studio: 6, Stanlake Villas, Shepherd’s Bush, W.

Suffrage Club,
3. York Street, St. James’, S.W.

Suffrage First" Committee,
4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C.

Suffragist Churchwomen's Protest Com ml ttee.
21, Downside Crescent, Hampstead, N.W.

United Religious Woman Suffrage Societies
13, Bream’s Buildings, Chancery Lane, E.C.

United Suffragists.
3, Adam Street, Strand, W.C.

Yotes for Women Fellowship,
4-7. Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C.
Lancashire Organiser: Miss Phyllis Lovell, 

Wingate House, Ainsdale, Lancs.
Women Sanitary Inspactors’ Suffrage 

Society,
83, Sutherland Avenue, W.

Women’s Freedom League.
1, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

Women’s Silent Co-operation for Freedom, 
10. Southfields Road, Eastbourne.

Women’s Social and Political Union, 
Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway, W.C.

10, Talbot House, St. Martin’s Lane, w.C.
Women Teachers’ Franchise Union, 

27, Murillo Road, Lee, S.E.

45 “EPEP -----5. ueague, 
Goschen Buildings, Henrietta Street, W.C.

HAYFORD’S SroxEs
WHITE KID, PULL-ON

UTILITY GLOVES
3 pairs 

7/3
6 pairs

SLOANE STREET, S.W.

Nothing annoys a 
Woman more

than to find her new frock creased and crumpled 
the first time she .wears it. Yet this is what 
happens with all ordinary linen fabrics—they 
begin to look untidy from the moment you first 
sit down.

" Kant Krumpl ‘ Flaxzella ends all that. “ Kant 
Krumpl "‘ Flaxzella is a new discovery.It is manu- 
factured by a special process which makes it practi- 
cally uncrushable, no matter how you fold it or 
press it.

Kant Krumpl
"FLAXZELLA"
The Irish Linen fabric is a splendid investment. 
It drapes beautifully, will not stretch or shrink, 
needs no starching, and can be washed again and 
again. And its silky softness makes it a joy 
to wear.

Send for the 200 Free Patterns, and see for 
yourself the wide range of new designs and tasteful 
shades.

Hutton’s, 167, Larne, Ireland

ALFRED Day. 
Ladies’ 
Tailor

All Garments

COAT
AND

SKIRT,
MADE TO MEASUREIN
Serge, Tweed,

Cloth, Linen, 
etc. ----. 2 Gns.

Suitings, Flan- 
nels. Coating
Serges, Checks, 
etc.... ..........Gns.

Wool, Velvet, ■
Covert Coat- 
ing Gabricor I 
and other new 
materials 3t0 5 Gns.

Sports Coat ... 14 Gns.

Patterns and Duiffru

Coat and Skirc 
Serge, made to

in ■ Navy 
measure.

Two Guineas.
CARRIAGE PAID TO

A special study made 
of fitting from pattern 
Bodices or Self-mea­

surement Form.
y PART OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM.

51 and 52, Park St., Regent’s Park 
(Gloucester Gate), London, N.W.

comparison is the
TRUE TEST OF VALUE.

Patterns post free of all that is newest 
and best in Dressand Costume Fabrics, 
Serges, Tweeds, Cloths, Voiles, etc., 
etc , etc., from 81d. to 5/10 per yard. 
Washing Dress Materials from 33d.
Please give some idea of your 
requir ments so that a suitable 
=-==- selection may be sent. ======== 
The Warehouse Catalogue of all Depart- 
ments, profusely illustrated, post free-

SYDNEY GEORGE, (Dept. w.)
GEORGE STREET , BIRMINGHAM

BRENT SANITARY LAUNDRY, 
The Brent, 

Dartford, Kent.
An ideal Laundry, owned and managed by 
women. A trial solicited.

Price List on application.

Islington dental surgery,
69, Upper Street, London, N.

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Dental Surgeon.
Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Assist.Dental Surgeon. 

Established 35 years.
Gas Administered daily, at 11 and 3, by a 

Qualified Medical Man. FEE 7s. 6d.
A record of 30,000 successful cases. Nurse in 
attendance. Mechanical work in allits 

branches.
The Best Artificial Teeth from 5s.

Send Postcard for Pamphlet. Tel. No. 6313 
Central. No Show-case at door.

SELFRIDGE’S
nave taken this space in 
"Votes for Women" out
of compliment to many of 

their customers who have
expressed a wish that this 
House should be repre­
sented among the adver- 

:: tisers in this paper ::

SELFRIDGE & Ci 
oxford street, W.

William CLARKE & SON,
41,GRAYS INN ROAD. KING’S CROSS, W.C.

98, QUEER’S ROAD, BAYSWATER, W.

COAL.
ilkstone 28 6 Roaster Nuts ..

Best Household .. 21/- Large Kitchen
Special House 
Best Nuts

26/- Stove Coal .. .. 23/-
Anthracite Nuts .. 40/-

Coke, per Chaldron, 13/6. 
Telephones: 3656, 1592 and 2718 North, 

535 Paddington, &c.

COLLOA 
5 & 6, Paternoster Row, 
Adjoining St. Paul’s Churchyard, E.C.

Specialists 
in Ladies’ 
Tailoring.

Costumes to 
Measure with 
fittings, from 

42/-.

Raincoats from
21/-

All garments made 
in our own work- 
rooms under personal 

supervision.

Patterns and Self- 
Measurement Forms 
- on application — Zains. to measure



VOTES FOR WOMEN
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS.

Single insertion, 24 words or less, 2s., id. per word for every additional word (four Insertions for the price of three.
All advertiaemenh must be prepaid. To ensure 

insertion in our next issue, all advertiaemenU must 
be received not later than Tuesday afternoon. 
Address, the Adtertiiement Manager VOres TOH 
WOMEN. &-7. Red Lion Court. Fleet Street. E.C

NEXT SUNDAY'S SERVICES
TTHICAL CHURCH, Queen’s Road, W.
I March 22, 11. Rev. J. M. Thompson, of 
Magdalene, Oxford, * Religion; the His- 
torical Element.” 7. ‘ Religion, the Mystical 
Element."

ST. MARY-AT-HILL.—Church Army 
. Church, Eastcheap. Sundays, 9 and 6, 
views, orchestra, band. Prebendary Carlile.'

WOMAN SUFFRAGE MEETINGS.

New constitutional society 
FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. Tuesday, 

March 24, at 3 p.m. New Constitutional 
Hall, Park Mansions Arcade,Knights- 
bridge. " Behind the Purdah." Mrs. John 
Beresford Leathes, Miss Forsyth.
THE WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE

holds public meetings at Caxton Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon. Speakers, 
March 25. Miss Nina Boyle and Mrs. 
Baillie. B.Sc., on “The Century of the 
Child." 3.30. Admission free.
INTERNATIONAL WOMENS FRAN-
— CIIISE CLUB, 9, Grafton Street, W. 
Subscription one guinea. . Wednesday, 
March 25. 8.30. “National Birthday Com- 
mission.” Dr. C. W.Salceby Chairman : Miss 
Otter.

__ BOARD RESIDENCE. Etc.

Absolute Privacy, Quietude, and Re- 
finement, no extras. At the Strand 

Imperial Hotel, opposite Gaiety Theatre, 
ladies will find thefreshest, warmest, 
daintiest, cosiest quarters; sumptuous bed- 
room, with h. and c. water fitted; break- 
fast, bath, attendance, and lights from 
5s. 6d.; en pension 9s.; special terms for 
long stay; finest English provisions.— 
Manageress, 4788 Gerrard. : • ..
A BOARD-RESID., superior, at 26, 
— Kensington Gardens Square, Hyde 
Park. Reliable, select house. Private gds. 
Comfort, cleanliness, quiet. Ex. table. 
Close Queen’s Road Tube. From 25s. Highly 
recomd.

Brighton. — titch FIELD house, 
21, Upper Rock Gardens, off Marine 

Parade. Good table, congenial. society. 
From 259. week. Easter, 6s. per day.—Mrs. 
Gray, W.S.P.U.

TOLKLSTON is.—" Trevarra,” Bouverie
: . Road West. Board-residence, excellent 

position, close to sea, Leas, and theatre; 
separate tables; moderate terms; private 
astpents if required- — Miss Key

ONDON, W.O.—113, Gower Street.
Refined home; breakfast, dinner, and 

full board Sunday ; cubicle, 15s. 8d.; rooms, 
198. 6d. to 25s.; gentlemen, 19s. 6d.; bed and 
breakfast. 3s.

RIVATE HOTEL, for Ladies only; 
quiet and refined; 13. St. George’s 

Square, Westminster; bedroom, breakfast, 
bath, and attendance, from 48. 6d.—Write 
or wire Miss Davies.

ESIDENTIAL Club for Ladies.— 
Cubicles from 18s. 6d. per week with 

board; rooms 253.; also by the day.—Mrs. 
Campbell-Wilkinson, 49, Weymouth Street, 
Portland Place. London. W.
GUNNY SANDGATE, 1} miles Folke 
) stone, constant motor service, board 
residence from 25s. Care of children under- 
taken; airy comfortable house, facing sea. 
Bathroom, electric light, good, plain cooking. 
—6, Sunnyside, Sandgate.

EST HEATH HOSTEL, Lyndale, 
Hampstead.—Designed to give freedom 

and comfort to visitors or workers. Lovely 
arden. Telephone 5497 Hampstead.—Apply.
Irs. Errol Boyd:

TO BE LET OR SOLD.
A ATTRACTIVE ' BUNGALOW, comfort- 
- ably furnished, close golf links. 3 
bedrooms, orchard, beautiful country. Suit 
fowls, bees. 6 miles Birmingham.—Apply, 
The Leasowes Bungalow, nr. Halesowen.

CHELSEA, OAKLEY STREET.—House 
V to let, June ar; 8 rooms, bathroom.

60 per annum.— Moslin, agent, 82, Sydney 
Street, Chelsea.

ADY wishes to meet another to share 
home in H. G. Suburb. Worker brother- 

Wise.—Box, 520, VOTES FORWOMEN, 4-7, 
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street.

ARG E ROOM to Let, suitable for Meet- 
ings. At Homes, Dances, Lectures. 

Refreshinents provided.—Apply Alan’s Tea 
Rooms. 263, Oxford Street

EW CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY’S
HALL in Knightsbridge to be ‘et for 

meetings,&c. —For all particula s apply 
Secretary, N.C.S.W.S., 8, Park Mansions 
Arcade, Knightsbridge.

WO or three furnished or unfurnished 
rooms in lady’s flat (would divide). 

Electric, gas, bathroom. Every convenience. 
Near Tube station.—Write, 1, Belsize Park 
Gardens, N.W.

BOOKS
RA PAGE BOOK about HERBS and 
U HOW TO USE THEM, free. Send 
for one.—Trimnell, The Herbalist, 144, 
Richmond Road. Cardiff. Established 1879. .

EDUCATIONAL
DA MOORE gives Lessons in Singing and 

Voice Production : diction a speciality ' 
—106, Beaufort Mansions,. London, S.W 
West End Studio. • Visits Brighton weekly.

ARE YOU WANTING SCHOOL OR 
— HOME, English, Continental, boys’, 
girls’? Mrs. Hooper, 13, Regent Street, 
London, herself a mother, advises parents 
free of charge (30 years’ experience). State 
pupils’ ages, fees limit, district preferred. 
Governesses recommended. ______

SiiOD’S WORD TO WOMEN has never 
° been a word of disapproval and sup- 
pression. The Bible, when correctly trans- 
lated and interpreted, encourages the fullest 
development of all woman’s powers, and 
teaches her equality with man in every 
respect. Do you wish to equip yourself with 
Scriptural arguments for those who use the 
Bible as a block to woman’s emancipation? 
Do you wish to know where and how it is 
misinterpreted ? Then send 7d. (15 cents)in 
stamps for the new improved (third) edition 
of "The Woman’s Catechism,” which 
answers 101 questions about woman’s place 
in the Bible, and at the same time gives 
an outline of the teaching of the first year’s 
course of the Women’s Correspondence Bible. 
Class.—Katherine Bushnell, 3, Leicester 
Street, Southport. v
T INDUM HOUSE, BEXHILL-ON-SEA.
— Boarding School for Girls on Progressive 
Thought lines. -Principal, Miss Richardson, 
B.A. The school stands in its own grounds, 
where tennis, hockey, and cricket are played. 
Home care. Thorough tuition. Entire 

. charge of children coming from abroad.
MODERN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 

Letchworth.—Principal, Miss. Cart- 
wright, M.A.; staff includes specialists and 
University graduates; pupils prepared for 
professional entrance examinations; bracing 
moorland air: home comforts.

RS MARY LAYTON. F.R.O.O. (Hon.
Organist to the W.S.P.U.). Voice

Culture for Singers and Speakers. , Private 
Lessons in Singing. Singing Classes - and 
Ladies’ Choir. Please note change of address 
to " The Chalet,” 2, Fulham Park Road,
8.W.____________ ■ ._______________________
rpo SUFFRAGIST SPEAKERS.—Miss
— ROSA LEO, Honorary Instructor in 
Voice Production and Public Speaking to 
the W.S.P.U Speakers’ Class, requests 
those desirous of joining her private class or 

1 taking private lessons to communicate with 
her by letter to 45 Ashworth Mansions, 
Elgin Avenue, W. Separate classes for men. 
Mr. Israel Zangwill writes:—"Thanks to 
your teachings, 1 spoke nearly an hour at 
the Albert Hall without weariness. . . . 
while my voice carried to every part of the 
hall.” .

PROFESSIONAL
[10 GIRLS seeking a healthful and 
— • attractive calling.—Anstey College for 
Physical Training and Hygiene, Chester 
Road, near Birmingham. . Offers a full pro- 
fessional training in Swedish, educational, 
and medical gymnasties, dancing, swimming, 
games, anatomy.hygiene, &e. Health 
students also received. Special treatment 
for curvatures, anemia, &c. Good posts 
obtained after training.

SITUATIONS VACANT.

COOK-GENERAL required; simple vege- 
tarian cooking; four in family; good 

outings.—Apply, stating wages, age, and ex- 
rience, “S,” Littlethorpe, Furze Hill, 
urgh Heath, Surrey.

T ADY SERVANT wanted for small 1 country house; London 25 miles; must 
be thoroughly trained in domestic work; 
plain cooking; boy for rough work. -30.— 
Apply, Box 516, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7, Red 
Lion Court, Fleet Street.

ADY TRAVELLERS (smart) wanted 
to introduce our portable typewriter. 

Good prospects for energetic persons.—The 
Meteor Typewriter Co., 437, Mansion House
Chambers, E.C. 0
DEFINED, EDUCATED LADY wanted 
— 4 hours a day, also one for full time. 
Interviewing ladies by private appointments 
and introductions. Exceptional opportunity 
for lady having special reason for earning 
money, viz., education for son or daughter— ■ 
to clear a mortgage. Support family or 
assist the “ Cause.” Tuition free. Only 
sincere and ambitious ladies need apply. 
References.—Write S., VOTES FOR WOMEN, 
4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street.

ANTED, GOVERNESS (public school 
education preferred), for two little girls 

(11 and 8). Please state salary, testimonials, 
and age when applying — Mrs. Dodgson, 
Woodlesford, near Leeds.

WANTED, in small vegetarian family, 
‘, Attendant Companion for old invalid 

lady. Easy work. £24.— Apply, Mrs. 
Hehner, Ostrose, Dunheved Road West, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey.

WANTED, TWO LADIES (the real 
‘ ‘ ’ thing), clergymens’ daughters preferred, 

to do the work of small house, electric 
light, no scrubbing, 2 ladies in family, good 
cooking essential, vegetarian preferred, 
liberal terms.— Write, S. G., VOTES FOR 
WOMEN, 4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street.

SITUATIONS WANTED.
XPERT Shorthand-Typist and Book-
. keeper (lady), with knowledge of French, 

desires position. Excellent references. Would 
assist with other duties.—Apply, Box 518, 
VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7, Red Lion Court, 
Fleet Street. an -

SUFFRAGIST requirespost as Com-
‘ . panion Secretary (amanuensis). Good 
reader, French and German. Would travel. 
—Apply, Box 512, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7,
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street.

ELECTRICITY
D RIVATE LIGHTING and pumping

— plants motor-cars, oil engines, new or 
second hand. Distance no object. Estimates 
free.— Girling, Maldon, Essex.

JEWELLERY.
HIY KEEP USELESS JEWEL-
LERY ? The large London market 

enables Robinson Brothers, of 5, Hampstead 
• Road, London, W., and 127, Fenchurch 
Street, E.C., to give the best prices for Gold, 
Silver, Platinum, Diamonds, Pearls, Tmer- 
alds. Silver Plate, Antiques, Old Teeth, &c., 
in any form, condition, or quantity. Licensed 
valuers and appraisers. Telephone 2036 
North. All parcels, offer or cash by return 
of post.

_____________ MOTOR______________

MISS A. PRESTON teaches Motor- 
Driving ; officially recommended by the 

R.A.C. “ Running repairs,” country pupils. 
—2, St. Mary Abbotts Place, Kensington.

DRESSMAKING. Etc.
E VALLOISE, 18, Berners Street.—

Modes, Millinery; Day and Evening
Gowns from 23 38.; renovations a speciality; 
ladies’ own materials made up.

MODERN ARTISTIC DRESS, Mora 
— Puckle, 399. Oxford Street (opposite 
“ Times”” Book Club). Embroidered dresses, 
coats, and djibbahs, evening dresses, tailor- 
made coats and skirts. Prices moderate. 
Entrance Gilbert Street.

‘TAILOR-MADE COSTUMES. — Latest
— West End and Paris styles, from
31 guineas. Highly recommended by mem- 
bers of W.S.P.U. Patterns sent on applica- 
tion.— H. Nelissen, Ladies’ Tailor, 14, Great 
Titchfield Street, Oxford Street, W. (near 
Waring’s)

BUSINESS. Etc.
ECHSTEIN PIANO, overstrung, fine
. tone, perfect. Great bargain.—11, Park- 

hurst Road, Holloway. .

DRINK DELICIOUS SALUTARIS
GINGER ALE. Absolutely safe; made 

from distilled water. Ask your grocer or 
write. Salutaris Company, 236, Fulham Road, 
London, S.W. (mentioning this advertise: 
mert).

TTAIR SPECIALIST.—G. W. Beckett
— Chase, 8, Sutherland Avenue, London,
W. Consultations by letter. Personally by 
appointment. Write for booklet of Hair 
Treatment. Telephone, 2996 Hampstead.

ARP, £3. Erard Upright Piano, £10.
Broad wood Upright, 210. Bechstein 

Baby Grand, new last year, half maker’s 
price. Mustel Organ.—MORLEY, 6, Sussex 
Place, South Kensington.

HOUSEWIFERY. — EXCEPTIONAL
OFFER, ten weeks’ practical course, ten 

guineas (including, board-residence), under 
gold medallist. - Author of several cookery 
books. Hoopers, 1,Houghton Place, 
London, N.W.

T You wish to Remove, Store, or Dispose 
of anything, send postcard or ring up 

Gerrard 9188 for The London Storage Co., 
Westwood House, 210, High Holborn, W.C., 
for price and advice, free of charge. Dry 
rooms, extensive warehouses.

TVORY VISITING CARDS, Ladies’ or 
— Gentlemen’s, name and address, 50 1s., 
100 1s. 6d. Post free.—Priddy, printer, 43, 
King’s Road, Chelsea.
TZ NITTED CORSETS.—New invention, 
— unbreakable. Lists free.—Write Knitted
Corset Co., Nottingham.
T ACE AND EMBROIDERY of all kinds 
i cleaned, mended, transferred. Heaps of 
testimonials. Embroidery undertaken.— 
Beatrice, VOTES FOR WOMEN Office, 4-7, Red 
Lion Court, Fleet Street. No postcards.
T EFT-OFF CLOTHING of every de- 
J scription bought. Hats, boots, under- 
clothing, also curtains, &c. Cash by return 
for parcels.— London Dress Agency, 27, 
Green Road, Southsea.____ , , . 
C ECOND-HAND CLOTHING, ladies’. 
I gents’ suits, children’s clothing, boots, 
carpets, curtains, surplus furnishings of 
every description wanted to buy. ? All parcels 
cash by return of post.—Mrs. Russell, 100, 
Raby Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. -Telephone: 
1733 Central.
GTATIONERY AND PRINTING.—High- 
I class stationery, book-binding, printing, 
and relief stamping; choice selection of 
artistic postcards.—A. E. Jarvis, 10, Holland 
Street, Kensington. - 

Typewriting and TRANSLATIONS
—Literary and Dramatic work a 

speciality. Best work. Special terms to 
Suffragists.—Mrs. Marks, The Moorgate 

.Typewriting Co., 63, Finsbury Pavement, E.C.
Tel.: 5638 London Wall. :

GARDENING.

PLANTS for bedding and herbaceous
, borders.—Good plants guaranteed. Send 

for catalogue. Choice cut flowers—car- 
nations, violets, daffodils, tulipe—from 
1s. 6d. box. . Vacancy for student.—Miss 
C. M. Dixon, Elmeroft Nurseries, Eden- 
bridge, Kent.

TRAVEL.
P1 A 1 AS.—ROME TOUR, with ex- 
C .— tensions to Naples, Florence, 
and Venice. Algerian tours, Spanish tours, 
Riviera tours, Lucerne tours.—Dr. Henry S.

-Lunn, Ltd., 5, Endsleigh Gardens, N.W.

ELECTROLYSIS, Etc.
NTISEPTO ELECTROLYSIS scien- 

tifically and effectually performed. It 
is the only permanent cure for Superfluous 
Hair. Highest medical references. Special 
terms to those engaged in teaching, clerical 
work, &c. Consultation free.—Miss Marion 
Lindsay, 35, Cambridge Place, Norfolk 
Square, W. Telephone: 3307 Paddington.
HLECTROLYSIS, I ACE MASSAGE. 
I and ELECTRICAL HAIR TREAT. 
MENT. Special terms to trained Nurses. 
Skilful instruction given and certificates 
granted. Highly recommended by the Medi- 
cal Profession.—Address. Miss Theakston, 54, 
Devonshire Street. Great Portland Street. W.
TTAIR DESTROYER.—James’ Depila. 
— tory instantly removes superfluous 
hairs from the face, neck, or arms, without 
injury to the skin. Of most chemists, or 
free from observation, post free on receipt of 
postal order for 1s. Sd., 2s. 9d., or 58.— Mrs
V. James, 268. Caledonian Road. London. N..

LAUNDRY. “f

Ladies and Children’s Linen carefully 
washed and . daintily • finished by 

Beaven’s Laundry, 90, Lavender Road, Clap- 
ham Junction, S.W. A trial solicited. Per- 
sonal management.
ALD OAK FARM LAUNDRY, 3 and 5, 
— Bloemfontein Avenue, Shepherd’s Bush, 
W. After a meeting held on our premises 
and addressed by Mrs. Smithwick, all our 
employees signed a petition for release of 
Mrs. Pankhurst.—M. Purdy, Manageress, 
"Phone: 494 Chiswick.
THE NEW GROSVENOR LAUNDRY,
— 55, Strafford Road, South Acton, W., 
undertake Family Work only; flannels 
washed in distilled water; open air drying 
ground; highest class hand work at mode 
rate prices. Telephone. 10 Chiswick.

POULTRY AND PROVISIONS. ~
GIVE THE FISHERMEN A CHANCE.

VRESH FISH, 5lb, 2s.; 81b, 2s. 6d.; 
— 10lb, 3s.; cleansed; carriage paid; lists 
free.—The Fisherman’s Syndicate, No. 5, 
Pontoon, Grimsby.

URE CHINA TEA.—The famous
" Chang Wieng” blend, renowned 

throughout China for over 300 years; 2. 6d. 
per pound; post. free.—Sole Agents for the 
United Kingdom, Li Ling Soo and Co., 24, 
Aldgate, London.

CAFE
HEN in' Edinburgh visit the New

' Cafe (Vegetaria), 3,St. Andrew Square 
(one minute of PrincesStreet). The 
daintiest cafe in city; owned, managed, and 
worked by women. Liveable wages paid to 
all. Suffragists, please support.

Printed b Walbrook & Co, Ltd., 13, 14 & to, Whrtetnara Street. London, E.C., for the Propri etors of VOT=s von Wouss, and Published by them at 4 to 7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Htreet, K.O.


