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THE BRAVOES OF WESTMINSTER.
Telephone girls are officially warned against accepting drugged bouquets offered them by men—there is no need to 

warn our readers of a like danger in the political sphere.

A PAIR OF TRAITORS.
Women have been betrayed again. The chief guilt of 

this betrayal lies at the door of Mr. Lloyd: George and Sir 
Edward Grey. '

These two men; while I posing as the champions of 
women’s enfranchisement, have conspired, and are conspiring, 
to wreck that cause. In November, 1911, they, in company 
with Mr. Asquith, devised a false pledge, which they offered 
to women. The Women’s Social and Political Union saw the 
true nature of this pledge and repudiated it ;but Mr. Lloyd 
George and Sir Edward Grey, trading on their reputation as 
Suffragists, deceived-the women of the other Suffrage Societies, 
and secured their acceptance of the pledge! - - -

Mr. Lloyd George admitted that this Government pledge 
had “torpedoed” the Conciliation Bill for Woman Suffrage, to 
which women had been pinning, their faith, but he-declared— 
and Sir Edward Grey declared with him—that a far: better 
opportunity for women’s enfranchisement was now available. 
Mr. Lloyd. George went so far as to say that, as the outcome 
of the Government’s pledge, the' women of the country might 
expect several millions of votes.

Now. this .pledge, which was that the Government would 
drive Woman Suffrage into law after its adoption by the House 
of Commons, has in its turn been “torpedoed.” The promised 
Government, support has been withdrawn. Because of the 
treachery of Mr. Lloyd George and Sir Edward Grey, women, 
as regards the Parliamentary situation, are, worse off than they 
were before.

The PrimeMinister’s " new pledge’’ had hardly been 
made when these two tricksters attempted, by deceitful argu- 
merit, to cheat the Suffrage movement into accepting it.

. Mr.Lloyd George has already condemned to arrest and 
imprisonment a body of women whom he had publicly 
promised to receive in deputation.

The cause of Votes for Women will triumph, in spite 
of the dishonourable methods used against it, but the 1 reputa- 
tion of Sir Edward Grey and Mr. Lloyd George can never 
be cleansed. One. of the Ministers is Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs. It is a calamity that our national interests should be 
in hands so weak, and that our national honour should be at 
the mercy of one who knows not what honour is.
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A Review of the Week,
War Declared.

Militancy once more ! Mrs. Pankhurst, speaking 
at the London Pavilion last Monday at the very 
moment that the Prime Minister was making his 
statement to the House of Commons, announced 
that only two things could avert militancy—the 
introduction of a Government measure giving votes 
to women, or the resignation from the Cabinet of' 
Mr. Lloyd George and Sir Edward Grey. The 
Government have not introduced a Government 
measure and the two Ministers in question have 
not resigned. What has happened is that women 
have been cheated, firstly, by the Anti-Suffragist’ 
Ministers’ coercion ofSuffragist M.P.'s ; secondly, 
by a hostile ruling of the Speaker, accepted 
without rhyme or reason or necessity by the 
Government, which robs their cause of the pro- 
tection of the Parliament Act; and thirdly, by 
the unscrupulous withdrawal of that degree of 
Government support already promised by the 
Prime Minister in November, 1911. Such are 
the causes of militancy!

" We are Guerillists."
The physically weaker and- less well-equipped 

can hope to win only by dint of guerilla warfare. 
" We are guerillists," say the militants of the 
W.S.P.U. " We fight for the vote as Garibaldi 
fought for Italian freedom.” Mrs. Pankhurst is 
planning a special militant protest in which she 
has invited the co-operation of others. Already 
we hear that on Tuesday evening many windows 
were broken in the West-end, and pillar-boxes 
were attacked in different parts of London. The 
W.S.P.U. has announced its intention of con- 
tinning these and other methods of guerilla 
warfare until the vote is won.

Working Women at Downing Street 
on January 23.

, If appeals based on reason, justice, and women’s 
need were enough to get Votes for Women, Mrs. 
Drummond’sdeputation to Mr. Lloyd George and | 
Sir Edward Grey would have been followed by 
victory. The ability, dignity and firmness with 
which the working women stated their case put 
the men's Labour Party to shame. The replies 
made by the two Ministers were shifty and vague. 
Miss Annie Kenney, whose arguments were 
vigorously seconded by Mrs. Drummond, said that 
a Governmentlead was essential to the passage of 
a Woman Suffrage Amendment, that the Prime 
Minister had been false to his already false pledge, 
and that Suffragist Ministers ought to respond 
to Anti-Suffragist Ministers' threats to resign by 
saying that they would resign if a Woman Suffrage 
Amendment were not adopted by the House of 
Commons.

Scandalous Parliamentary Proceedings.
The pen of Charles Dickens himself would be 

needed to deal adequately with the recent par­
liamentary proceedings on the Suffrage question. 
The whole affair constitutes a public scandal.

Parliament and parliamentary procedure have, 
by the joint action of theSpeaker and the Govern- 
ment, been brought into utter contempt. The 
beginning of the ugly business was on Thursday, 
January 23, when four hours after Mr. Lloyd 
George and Sir Edward Grey had assured the 
Working Women’s Deputation that a free vote of 
a House of Commons would be recorded on the 
Woman Suffrage Amendments, the Speaker inti- 
mated that the passage of such an amendment 
would make so " huge a difference to the Franchise 
Bill as to involve its withdrawal and re-intro- 
duction." This utterance by the Speaker destroyed 
all possibility of a" free " vote upon the amend- 
ments and dealt a final blow to the prospects of 
women’s inclusion in the Franchise Bill.

alternative course and the only other course to pursue is 
this, and this is the course we propose to adopt—it is to 
engage that in the next Session of Parliament, if a Private 
Member’s Bill for the enfranchisement of women is intro, 
duced, the Government will give it facilities, by which I 
mean an adequate share of their time for its reasonable 
discussion and amendment.

Was It a Conspiracy ?
‘ The Government deny that they had previous 

knowledge that the Speaker intended to explode 
' this bomb. Official lying is, however, so much 

the rule that denials of the Government’s fore-
i knowledge of and complicity in the Speaker’s 

action, carries no weight with us.
Mrs. Pankhurst has ■ said:—" Either the 

। Government are so ignorant of parliamentary 
procedure that they are unfit to occupy any 
position of responsibility, or else they are scoun­
drels of the worst kind." Now, Mr. Asquith, Mr. 

. Lloyd George, and the rest, are not ignorant of 
parliamentary procedure, and in any case they 
could have sought the advice of the Speaker 
before their Franchise Bill was introduced. The 
only inference that can be drawn by an intelligent 
mind, therefore, is that they are scoundrels, and 
that this particular mode of torpedoing the 
women’s amendments was an expedient held in 
reserve for use in the event of a Woman Suffrage 
amendment being carried. What we are prepared 
to believe is that the Speaker’s disclosure of the 
torpedoing scheme in question was premature 
from the Government’s point of view, and that 
they intended it to remain a secret unless and1 
until a Woman Suffrage amendment should be 
passed.

Speaker’s Decision Not Justified.
It should be carefully noted that, as the Prime 

Minister himself put it, there is no rule which 
would require a withdrawal of the Franchise Bill 
upon the passage of a Woman Suffrage Amend- 
ment. Not only so, but precedent is against the 

, Speaker, for in 1867 and in 1884 Woman Suffrage 
Amendments to the Reform Bills of those years 
were proposed without any objection being made 
by the Speaker of the day. Indeed, when Lord 
Randolph Churchill objected to Mr. Woodall’s 
Woman Suffrage Amendment to the Reform Bill 
of 1884 on the ground that it was outside the scope 
of the Bill, and would require an " instruction " 
to make it in order, the Chairman of Committee, 
acting on the advice of the Speaker, brushed his 
objection aside. As to the Reform Bill of 1867, 
although the Woman Suffrage Amendment was 
lost, other enormous changes were made in it, 
so that, as some wit has said, the only word not 
changed between the Bill’s introduction and its 
final enactment was the word " whereas " in the 
preamble. Yet the withdrawal and reintroduction 
of the Bill was not required. We repeat, there- 
fore, that there is, neither rule nor precedent to 
justify the present Speaker’s decision.

Why the Government Accepted the 
Speaker’s “Ruling.”

The Government have eagerly accepted the 
Speaker’s " Ruling." As the Prime Minister said, 
they accepted it “ loyally and without any kind of 
reserve." Why this readiness to obey a “ ruling " 
which has admittedly no foundation in precedent 
and no foundation in Parliamentary regulations ? 
A " ruling ” which the Government were di liberty 
to overrule ! It was accepted because, in the Gov- 
ernment’s opinion, the " ruling" gives them a 
pretext for breaking their pledge to give united 
Government support to Woman Suffrage after it 
had been passed by the House of Commons. Said 
Mr. Asquith:

One thing has been made quite clear । by your ruling, 
Mr. Speaker, and it is that Woman Suffrage cannot, under 
our procedure, be introducedinto any Bill the main and 
primary purpose of which is to enfranchise or enlarge the 
enfranchisement of the male electorate.

The alternatives to this plan of dealing with 
Woman Suffrage (a plan for years recommended by 
Liberals as the best and now torpedoed by the 
Government, and the Speaker) were then stated 
by Mr. Asquith in the following terms :

That being the position, there are obviously two and 
only two possible, courses to be taken. The first would 
be that the Government on its own account, should intro- 
duce a Bill in terms enfranchising women. That the ' 
Government will not do for reasons which must be obvious, 
and upon which it is not necessary to enlarge. The

An Impudent and Dishonest Proposal.
The most impudent and dishonest proposal ever 

advanced by a responsible public man f Such is 
our opinion of the Government’s latest “offer” 
to women.To the shame of the House of Commons 
the Prime Minister was not howled down. For 
what does his " offer " really mean ? It means that 
he violates the promise of conditional Government 
support for Woman Suffrage made in November 
1911, and asks women to be content with a mere 
allowance of time for the discussion of a Private 
Member’s Bill. Thus, by the recent action of the 
Speaker andthe Government, women are to be 
defrauded of the protection of the Parliament Act, 
and also of the united Government support which 
was solemnly and repeatedly promised for a 
measure of Woman Suffrage, after its adoption 
by the House of Commons. The only way in 
which the Prime Minister can fulfil his pledge to 
women is by introducing a Government measure 
giving Votes to Women. He refuses to do this. 
Let no one after this talk of him as a man of honour !

Lloyd George Found Out at Last!
The W.S.P.U. has always declared Mr. Lloyd 

George to be an enemy in disguise—and in very 
thin disguise, too—of the cause of Votes for Women. 
Both intuition and the plain reading of plain facts 
have taught the militants to distrust him. His 
speech in the House of Commons on Monday has 
let everybody else into the secret. He began 
by welcoming the suggestion of that rabid anti- 
Suffragist, Mr. F. E. Smith, that the piloting of a 
Woman Suffrage Bill shall be entrusted to a com- 
mittee of M.P.'s, drawn from all political parties. 
It is indeed perfectly evident that Suffragist 
Ministers are hand in glove with the leading anti- 
Suffragists to promote the common object of cheat- 
ing the women. This scheme for a " non-party 
Cabinet " is a fraudulent attempt to blind the 
women to the fact that the Government have 
withdrawn that support which they had promised 
to accord to Woman Suffrage after a favourable 
House of Commons vote should be obtained.

Lloyd Georgian Deception Exposed.
" It is a mistake," said Mr. Lloyd George, “ to 

suppose that a Parliament Act refers only to one 
Parliament. If a General Election intervenes 
between the second and third Session, you have 
only got to pass the Bill through another Session 
in the new Parliament, in order to complete the 
number of times which it has to pass through the 
House of Commons.”

Mr. Lloyd George probably thinks that argument 
very clever, but it does not deceive any intelligent 
woman for one moment. The Parliament Act 
requires that a Bill shall pass the House of Com- 
mons each time in precisely the same form. There- 
fore, if a Bill on " Dickinson ” lines were passed by 
the present House of Commons and the next Par- 
liament refused to pass anything wider than the 
" Conciliation " Bill, the benefit of the Parliament 
Act would be lost. But the suggestion that a pri- 
yate Member would be able to pilot a Bill three 
times past the shoals of the House of Commons and 
to pilot it also through the House of Lords is ridi- 
culous, and only an enemy would make it.

Sir Edward Grey’s Speech.
. Sic Edward Grey’s speech was quite as dishonest 
in its terms as we should have expected. He said, 

as far as the Government are concerned, we are 
bound by our past-pledges." He then went on to 
contradict himself by saying, “ The Woman.Suf­
frage Bill is not going to be a Government measure." 
Instead of the Government support promised in 
November, 1911, women were, he said, to have 
time for the discussion of a mere Private Member’s 
Bill. In the hope of covering up his own treachery, 
he rambled on and on about the time that would be 
given. Time, indeed! What Suffragists want for 
their cause is a majority, and it is proved by experi- 
ence to be impossible to get one without Govern- 
ment pressure. Sir Edward Grey, having said of the 
Prime Minister’s original pledge that it provided 
a better opportunity than before available, now 
recommends the new pledge as better still. But he 
has played the confidence trick once too often.

Unionists on the Situation.
It would seem that the Government, before the 

debate took place, had secured the consentof the 
Opposition leaders not to press them too hard on 
the question of their breach of ■ the undertaking 
to make Woman Suffrage a Government measure.

Thus we have Mr. Bonar Law and Mr. Balfour 1 
amiably endorsing the Ministerial contention that c 
the Prime Minister’s new offer is better than the i 
old one. Lords Robert and Hugh Cecil spoke in 1 
the same strain, Lord Robert (after admitting ] 
that " if any body of men had been treated as 1 
women had been treated there would have been a : 
riot,”), said : 1

He had no doubt that the Prime ‘Minister’s, pledge J 
would give them an honest opportunity of settling this i 
question. If that had not been his opinion, he would i 
have told the women to reject the right hon. gentleman’s 1 
offer, as they would have nothing whatever to hope for 1 
from this Parliament. ,

Lord Robert Cecil is, we know, a sincere Suf- . 
fragist, but the time has come when women must . 
decide for themselves what their demands, policy, 
and methods shall be. The guidance of men is 
very dangerous.

A Private Interview.
Mr. Lloyd George’s publicly-given promise to 

the working women’s deputation, that he would 
again receive it after the fate of the Women’s 
Amendments had been decided, will be remem- 
bered. Yet, when Mrs. Drummond, after the 
withdrawal of the Reform Bill, called upon him 
to fulfil this promise, she was offered instead a 
private interview. A private interview would 
have been most unprofitable; what is needed 
is to have the searchlight of public opinion thrown 
upon his policy. General Drummond and her 
deputation naturally refused this offer, and 
insisted upon the strict fulfilment of Mr. Lloyd 
George’s promise. As a result, she and eight 
other womenwere arrested last Tuesday. On 
the same evening twenty-one others were arrested 
for window-breaking.

Mrs. Despard and members of the Women’s 
Freedom League have also been making a protest 
against the Government’s latest action. They 
were arrested, and were sentenced yesterday to 
imprisonment for fourteen and seven days 
respectively.

Three Irish women also protested by breaking 
windows in the yard of Dublin Castle. They 
were arrested, and the iniquitous sentence of 
one month’s hard labour has been imposed upon 
them.

All for a Government Measure.
One good result the enemies’ intrigues have had, 

and that is to unite all Societies in the demand for a 
Government measure. “No more Private Member’s 
Bills!” is now the cry. Before the present crisis, the 
new Federated Council of Woman Suffrage Societies 
resolved that in the event of the failure of the 
women’s amendments, a Government measure 
should be its demand. The National Union of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies has now adopted this 
policy, and declares its intention henceforward to 
depend on nothing less than a Government measure.

The Forward Cymric Suffrage Union has asked 
Mr. Lloyd George to fulfil his promise to receive 
a deputation of its members.

Ministers’ Replies.
Mr. Lloyd George and the rest of them denied. 

Miss Kenney’s statement that the Prime Minister’s 
pledge was not assented to by the whole of the 
Cabinet. Subsequent events have shown, how- 
ever, that Miss Kenney spoke truly. Mr. Lloyd 
George refused to resign on this same plea that 
all Ministers, Suffragists and Anti-Suffragists alike, 
were, by the Prime Minister’s pledge, bound to 
abide by the decision of the House of Commons. 
Answering the charge of lack of zeal in advocat­
ing Votes for Women, he laid the blame for his 
inaction upon the militant Suffragists. The fact 
is, however, that many months ago it was decided, 
as stated in the Liberal Press, that, in the name 
of Cabinet unity, Ministers should not ventilate 
their conflicting views with regard to Woman 
Suffrage on public platforms. A reminder of 
his famous utterance on the subject of several 
millions of votes for women evoked a much-con- 
fused and disingenuous reply. Sir Edward 
Grey’s chief point was that Suffragists must con- 
vert the House of Commons. That they have done 
already, but what is the good of it when the 
House is first wire-pulled into infidelity to its 
pledges, and then deprived of the opportunity of 
voting on the question at all !

To Delete the Word " Male.’’
The never-finished debate on the Amendment 

to delete the word " male ” from the Franchise 
Bill began last Friday. Mr. Alfred Lyttelton, 
who moved the Amendment, in the course of his 
argument for Women’s Enfranchisement, declared 
that physical force " is not the sole, nor indeed the 
ultimate, function of the Government.” He

not only militancy itself, but " the brutal and 
cruel spirit, the utterly unchivalrous spirit which 
it has been supposed to justify." “Every states­
man,” he further said, " is bound to weigh any 
policy which has caused such an agitation, and 
to remember that, however criminal the acts of 
some of these women have been, women of 
hitherto blameless lives and high aspirations 
have faced in this cause the greatest ignominy 
and the greatest suffering. It is, in fact, quite 
impossible to believe that ignominy and suffering 
have been faced except under the inspiration of 
what they believe to be the loftiest motive. I 
wish to commend that to every ruler of this 
country, and to bid him, if I may, to think what 
an infinite public disaster it would be to range 
those who are naturally pacific, naturally gentle, 
and naturally the friends of all of us, amongst 
the numerous dangerous forces of disorder that 
at present exist.”

Mr. Harcourt Repudiates Premier’s 
Pledge.

Mr. Harcourt's speech in opposition to the 
Amendment was marked by an attack upon his 
colleagues. Sir Edward Grey and Mr. Lloyd George. 
His speech, both in matter and in manner, amounted 
to a repudiation of the pledge which the Prime 
Minister had made in his name. Indeed, lie went 
sofar as openly to say that if an Amendment. 
giving any restricted form of Woman Suffrage 
should be passed by the House of Commons, he 
should hold himself free, and should probably 
feel compelled at some later stage, to press for- 

j ward what he evidently regards as a wrecking 
proposal of Adult Suffrage. His remarks con- 
cerning pledges made to women should be noticed. 
He said: “ There are too many, I am afraid, in 
this House who think themselves tied by pledges 
which were extorted not by reason but by cajolery. 
Then I will put it that those pledges were an 
expression of civility rather than of conviction.” 
Mr. Harcourt referred to the attack upon his 
house, but omitted to say that this attack was 
made because of an incitement to arson delivered 
by his colleague, Mr. Hobhouse.

What Lord Hugh Cecil Regrets.
Lord Hugh Cecil made a scathing reply to 

Mr, Harcourt. He jibed at his anti-woman 
prejudices, and exulted in the Cabinet dissensions 
whose real or pretended existence had been sug- 
gested by his speech. The most significant 
passage in Lord Hugh. Cecil’s speech runs as 
follows :—

I cannot help regretting that the Conservative Govern- 
ment of the days when the late Lord Salisbury was 
Prime Minister and a supporter of Women Suffrage, and 
my right hon. friend, the Member for the City of London, 
was Leader of this House and also a supporter of Women 
Suffrage, did not, before passion arose, pass some Bill, 
like the Conciliation Bill, into law. I believe people 
would have hardly noticed that it had passed into law. 
I believe it would have allayed bitterness, now unhappily 
with us, and so painfully displayed on the Treasury 
Bench to-day. We should have had a quieter House of 
Commons, and I dare say, a quieter Cabinet at the present 
time.
Better late than never! A Unionist Govern- 
ment, with a Suffragist as Prime Minister, and with 
Lords Hugh and Robert Cecil in the Cabinet, 
may very soon be in office. We shall expect 
them to get a Government measure for Woman 
Suffrage carried into law, if the Liberals have not 
settled the question already.

SELF-DENIAL WEEK,
MARCH 1st to MARCH 8th.

LAST YEAR’S SUM TO BE DOUBLED.

reminded the House that Woman Suffrage had 
the support of the last four leaders of the Unionist 
party. Referring to militancy, he condemned

WILLIAM

WESTBOURNE GROVE, LONDONW

Self-Denial Week for 1913 will be from March 1 
to 8, both days included. It is hoped to raise a 
sum larger than any raised in any previous Self- 
Denial Week.

Every member and friend of the Union is asked 
to recall to mind the sum she sent to the Self- 
Denial Fund last year and to resolve that this 
year she will double it! The heroism already shown 
by such women as Miss Billinghurst, and the 
example of Mrs. Pankhurst and other women who 
are at this moment preparing themsefves for 
militant service will be a spur to others who are 
not in the fighting line at least to pour money into 
the treasury.

In due course members and friends will receive a 
letter from Mrs. Pankhurst and a Self-Denial 
Collecting Card upon which to enter the money 
they give and collect.

Apart from the Collecting Card Scheme there 
are many ways of raising money. Ideas and 
suggestions are invited for the coming Self-Denial 
Week, and these should be sent as soonas possible 
to the Hon. Secretary (pro. tem.), W.S.P.U., 
Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway, W.C.

Important Sale
Paris and Vienna Model Hand Made

LINGERIE.

Manufacturer's Stock of

Ladies’ Underclothing

MODEL TEA GOWNS 
and BLOUSES.

Unmade Robes and Tunics,
FOK DAY AND EVENING WEAR.

Ladies1 Woollen Underwear, 
Hosiery, Furs, and 

KNITTED COATS,
ALSO

Lace & Swiss Curtains
CURTAIN NETS,
MADRAS MUSLINS.

Blankets, Down Quilts

CHINA and GLASS.

Carpets, Rugs & Linoleum.

SALE—Monday, Feb. 3,
Doors open First Day of Sale 9.30.

CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION.

WILLIAM OWENL.
Westbourne Grove,

The House 
Famous for Good Value. London, W.
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THE WORKING WOMEN AND MR. LLOYD GEORGE
A FULL REPORT OF THE SPEECHES.

WORKING WOMEN SPEAK 
THEIR MIND.

The Working Women’s Deputation 
waited on Mr. Lloyd George at the 
Treasury on Thursday, January 23, at 

10.30. It was led by Mrs. Drummond 
and Miss Annie Kenney. The other 
members of it were :—

EAST-END WOMEN.—Mrs. Bigwood, 
Mrs. Fleming, Mrs. Steel, Mrs. Wood.

NURSES.—Nurse Hutchinson, Sister 
Townend.

TEACHERS.—Miss Bonwick.
SHOP Assistant.—Miss Bradley.
DOMESTIC SERVANT.—Miss R. Perkins.
LANCASHIRE FACTORY WOMEN.—Mrs. 

Ashworth, Miss Parkinson, Mrs. Norton.
Boor AND SHOE TRADE.— Mrs. Haw- 

kins.
LAUNDRESS.—Mrs. Ward Brown.

whose work was attended by constant 
and serious dangers, of which she gave 
examples. A nurse risks her life in her 
work, and if her health is permanently 
injured she receives no compensation. 
The State registration, for which nurses 
had struggled so long, would not be 
obtained until women were enfran- 
chised. ‘

A Sweated Worker.
Mrs. Wood said she came from one of 

the worst districts in London for sweat- 
ing. She had a sick tuberculous hus- 
band.

Mr. Lloyd George : What are you?
Mrs. Wood : A pinafore worker.
What can you earn a week?—About

was eight years old, and had brought 
four sons into the world, now grown 
men. She had been compelled, after 
she was married, to go back to the 
factory in order to get enough money to 
bring them up. Describing her life, 
Mrs. Norton said: "I have had to go 
home at a quarter to six at night, and 
then had to do my housework, washing, 
baking, and probably three or four 
nights a week it has been ten or eleven
o’clock at night before I have gone

atbed, and I have had to get up again av 
half-past five, togo to work again at

But we now find that this pledge un. 
satisfactory as it would have been in 
any case, was a false one, because 
it, said he spoke on behalf of the Gov! 
ernment as a whole, he did not really 
do so. This is proved by the refusal of 
Mr. Winston Churchill, Mr. Harcourt 
and others to abide by the decision of 
the House of Commons. They are 
threatening to resign and break up the 
Government. if a Woman Suffrage 
amendment is carried. They say they 
will not sharethe responsibility of 
carrying Woman Suffrage into law.

The result of the Anti-Suffragist 
Ministers’ repudiation of the Prime 

-Minister’s pledge is that the National, 
ists, and many Liberals who dread the 
break-up of the Government, will de. 
feat the amendments, which are dead 
already on that account.
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PIT-BROW We 
Sarah Morgan.

FISHWOMEN.—I

W ORKER.— Miss

Mrs. Coombe, Mrs.

TATLORESS.—Mrs. Cohen.
Mrs. Drummond introduced the 

tation briefly, and called upon 
Bonwick to speak.

depu- 
Miss

Miss Bonwick: Sir, I have come here 
as a headmistress of a large school in 
London, upon whom the chief mainten- 
ance of the home depends, and although 
I am doing the same work—in fact, a 
little more than the men who hold a 
position similar to my own, yet I am 
receiving just about two-thirds of what 
the men teachers receive. I have come 
here in order to put before you some 
of the chief points why we feel it is so 
intensely important that women should 
have the vote this Session.

The Needs of Women Teachers.
- There is scarcely anything that is in 
our educational system but what we 
women teachers are as interested in and 
as concerned in as the men teachers. 
Men teachers have felt the great necessity, 
not only of their ordinary Parlia- 
mentary vote, but of having a repre- 
sentative of their own to represent the 
teachers.. These men who are elected do 
not represent in a great many important 
matters the interests or the claims or 
the ideas as to educational reform that 
are in the minds of the women teachers, 
although, as a matter of fact, the Par- 
liamentary expenses very largely are ob- 
tained from the women teachers—com- 
pulsory subscriptions year by year as 
members of the National Union of 
Teachers, of which I am one member. 
We find that the Government controls 
the women teachers right through their 
whole professional career. From the 
beginning it settles the manner of their 
training, the buildings in which they 
carry on their work, the subjects which 
they teach, and, finally, the superan- 
nation with which they close their pro- 
fessional career. And yet the women
have no direct control over these 
portant matters that affect them 
their professional interests.

A Bad Influence.
With regard to the interests of

im- 
in

the
children, too, the State is constantly in- 
terf ering with the matters that are of so 
much concern to the children. We hear of 
an Education Bill that is now being 
talked of, and we feel that it is most 
necessary for the good of the State that 

women teachers should have a voice in 
such matters as the age at which chil- 
dren should be admitted in the infant 
schools and the whole conditions of in- 
fant school teaching; that they should 
have a voice in such matters as the size 
of classes, and domestic and technical i 
training of their children. And we feel 
also that at present our children are 
brought up with the idea that the State 
regards sex as a more important qualifi- 
cation for control of the Government 
than either education or moral charac- 
ter, and that is a bad influence because 
it acts indirectly as well as directly, 
subconsciously as well as consciously, 
upon the children growing up in our 
schools. We have been led to expect, 
Sir, by your own words, that in this 
present Session, , in connection with the 
Franchise Bill that is before the House, 
millions of women, including the women 
teachers, will get the vote, that they 
may have a voice in these important 
matters of education.

Sister Townend said she represented a 
body of women whose hours were longer 
than those of any maleworker, and

6s. . . ' .
What do you pay in rent?—Nine shil- 

lings, but I get 2s. 6d. from one and 
3s. from another by letting, although I 
don’t always get paid.

Mrs. Bigwood said she worked in a 
rubber factory. Her sister earned five 
shillings a week making gentlemen’s 
ties. If she had not a mother to eke it 
out for her, she would be like many 
other girls, living on the streets of 
London. She concluded: 11 come not 
as a catspaw for the middle-class woman, 
but to represent the working-class 
woman, and I say we want the vote. 
So don’t hang out any more. Be gentle- 
men, and give us our vote at once.

Mrs. Hawkins, represented many thou- 
sands of women in the boot and shoe 
trade. These women belonged to a 
trade union, but they got less money 
than men because men’s trade unions 
were represented in Parliament and 
theirs was not. Her two sons—one in 
the Army and one in the Navy—would 
have votes under the Manhood Suffrage 
Bill, and the mother who brought them 
into the world would be looked down 
upon as not fit to have one. She 
brought a message from her Union, a 
thousand strong, that they wanted the 
vote at once.

Mrs. Ward Brown, a laundress from 
Poplar, said she also represented one of 
the sweated industries of the East-end. 
In the steam laundry girls worked for 
3s. to 5s. a week.

" How much do you earn a week?’’ 
asked Mr. Lloyd George.

Men Could Not Do It.
′ If we work for twelve hours a day, we 

can earn from eight to nine shillings a 
week." Continuing, she said it was very 
hard work wielding a 7lb. iron and 
standing over a hot stove throughout 
the day. Men could not do it; they 
had tried them. She ended by saying : 
′ ′ I hope, Mr. Lloyd George, that dur- 
ing this Session you will give us what 
you promised.”

A Shop Assistant.
Miss Bradley, speaking for the Shop 

Assistants, claimed that as a woman 
who worked side by side with men, do- 
ing the same work, she had the same 
right to the vote as they had. Women 
in shops lived under such conditions 
that they could not be good mothers. 
They wanted to bring into the world 
good men and—for the time—good Suf- 
fragettes.

Mrs. King attired in the picturesque 
costume of her calling, spoke for 100 
fisherwomen from Newhaven, in Scot- 
land, and had come 400 miles to do it. 
In her trade men and women worked 
together, but the women’s work was 
harder, because when the men’s work 
was done they had to go out and sell 
the fish while the men rested and en- 
joyed themselves. " You have made a 
promise," she said; “ see what you can 
do."

Mrs. Ashworth had worked in the 
cotton mills in Rossendale for 25 years. 
Women earned the same wages as men 
in her trade, and if women had the vote 
the system would be extended to all 
women’s work. Women’s work was 
harder than men’s for after working 
ten hours in the mills women had to do. 
the homework, while the men of Ros- 
sendale-—′ they are in the club-room, 
not learning how to use their vote to 
the best advantage, but often spending 
in billiards, drinking, and card-playing 
the money so badly needed at home.” 
Mrs. Ashworth said she was waiting to 
look foolish, as Mr. Lloyd George had 
promised they would if the bill went 
through. " For goodness sake give us 
the vote this time,” she urged.

Mrs. Norton represented the Brad- 
ford women workers. in the weaving 
sheds. She had been a worker since sho

half-past six.

Only Pinpricks Hitherto.
"Now, I, as representing the Bradford 

weavers, think it is your bounden duty to 
give women the vote, and give it this Ses- 
sion, that we may have equality with 
men. I have also a message from the 
Bradford workers, and tell you that if 
women do not get the vote this Session, 
the militant tactics used hitherto will 
be only pinpricks compared with what 
will happen.’

Mr. Lloyd George (in pained remon- 
strance): I hope you will not make it 
more difficult for us by using that sort 
of phrase. You have put your case un- 
commonly well up to now. But you are 
making it exceedingly difficult for us by 
these phrases.’’

Played With Too Long
Mrs. Norton: Well, sir, you will quite 

see that we have been played with too 
long.”

Mrs. Cohen said that she represented 
a large body of tailoresses of Leeds, who 
often worked under very hard condi- 
tions. The minimum wage for women 
in that trade was 31d. per hour, while 
men received 6Jd. per hour for the same 
work. The average wage of the women 
was 7s. per week, and even this de- 
pended to a large extent upon the season 
and the state of trade. Girls, through 
their inability to get a living wage, 
were driven on the streets. Widows 
with families to support are also em- 
ployed in the trade, and are often away 
from their children from half-past six 
until eight at night. Such women can- 
not be in their homes under existing 
conditions. Married women, also, owing 
to their husband’s ill-health or laziness, 
have to take work in this trade, and 
when these women come back from a 
hard day’s work they have “ to start 
washing and baking, and in these homes 
where the man does nothing, the man 
votes.’

"Mr. Lloyd George,’ said Mrs. 
Cohen, ‘I am a democrat, and we can- 
not have true democracy without women 
being included in the Bill; so give us 
the millions of votes you promised us, 
Mr. Lloyd George. Give them right 
away!"

A Pit-brow Lass.
Miss Morgan, a pit-brow lass, who 

appeared in her working dress, spoke 
of the danger of losing their work 
through " protective” legislation. ‘ We 
have got the right to stay at our work," 
she said, " but we don’t know what 
minute we may be taken off unless we 
have the vote to protect us.’ At her 
work two shillings a day was top price, 
while some girls earned as low as 1s. 2d.

MISS ANNIE KENNEY:
A Challenge to Mr. Lloyd George.
Last November the Prime Minister 

made a pledge that the Government as 
a whole would make Woman Suffrage 
part of a Government measure for fran- 
chise reform, if an unofficial amendment 
were carried by the House of Commons. 
The Government, he said, would, as a 
Government, remain neutral towards 
the Woman Suffrage amendments, 
though, after an amendment was car- 
ried, they would unite in fighting it 
through the remaining stages in the 
House of Commons and through the 
House of Lords.

We always thought that this pledge, 
was no good to us, even if it really was 
kept, because without a lead from the 
Government it is impossible to unite all 
the Suffrage forces for one particular 
amendment. Some M.P.s will vote for 
one of the amendments; some M.P.s will 
vote for another, so that there will be 
no majority for any one, and we shall 
fall between three stools. We are quite 
certain that we shall not be included in 
the Franchise Bill unless the Govern- 
ment themselves take full responsibility 
for getting an amendment carried.

, All this shows that the Prime Minis, 
ter’s pledge was a trick, just as the 
W.S.P.U. said at the time it was made.

You, Mr. Lloyd George, said in 
November, 1911, that it was not a trick.

How are you going to prove that you 
were right, and wewere wrong?

How are you going to get a majority 
for an amendment for votes for millions 
of Women, seeing that the Anti-Suffra- 
gist Ministers, by -convincing them that 
the Government will go to pieces, have 

induced the Nationalists and many 
Liberals to kill the amendments.

We should like to put this question to 
you as Cabinet Ministers—if we are 
not probing too deeply into Cabinet 
secrets—was this pledge ever discussed 
by the Cabinet before it was made, and 

| if so, did all the Cabinet Ministers agree 
to be bound by it?

You Must Resign.
If the pledge was discussed by . the 

Cabinet, and if the Anti-Suffragist 
Ministers did consent to be bound by it, 
then you will agree with us that the 
Anti-Suffrage Ministers have broken 
faith with you and have smashed the 
Prime Minister’s pledge to bits. I. 
they are no longer bound by it, neither 
are you. You, Mr. Lloyd George, and 
you, Sir Edward Grey, must now 
threaten to resign if the amendments 
are not carried.

Then the Nationalists and the Liberal 
M.P.s will have to choose between losing 
you and losing Mr. Winston Churchill. 
As we all know, they will choose you.

We speak in all seriousness. It is the 
only honourable thing left for you to do. 
If you do not do it, you will be even 
worse than the Anti-Suffragist , Minis- 
ters, for they at least do not pretend 
to be our friends.

Perhaps you may tell us in your reply 
that Mr. Churchill and others have 
stopped their intrigues. We know 
better, and in any case, the harm is 
done, and nobody will ever again believe 
in the pledge, whatever is said.

In conclusion, I want to ask you 
again what I asked you before—How 
are you going to get us those millions of 
votes?

Self that there should be a good standard 
rate of wages—you said it at the Albert 
1Mr. Lloyd George: About the only 

thing you gave me a chance of saying.
Mrs. Drummond: Ah, we sometimes 

get the truth out of you when we get 
you angry! (Loud laughter from Mr. 
Lloyd George and the others.)

Mrs. Drummond then spoke about 
women being determined to fight for 
their rights, and said : " Now, you like 
that spirit, because you encouraged it 
in the Welshmen you brought into the 
House. - I have read your speeches 
about Welsh Disestablishment many 
a time, and I have thought to myself, 
that’s a Suffragetie speaking.

Votes This Session.
It is our business, gentlemen, to watch 

your speeches. Now, we have come, prac- 
tically speaking, for those millions of 
votes you talked about. They must be 
given this Session, as Miss Kenney said. 
Therefore we hope that you intend to 
be as practical as we do; we shall give 
you every possible help we can give you. 
If the Government take up the Bill—J 
and the only way of getting the vote 
will be by the Government taking up 
this Bill—if the Government take up 
this Manhood Suffrage Billand say, 
■ We will make this an Adult Suffrage 
Bill, and we will give women the vote 
on the same terms as men’—if you do 
that, Mr. Lloyd George, we will give 
you all the help of women to carry it 
I hrough. We will spread ourselves 
throughout the country, and then we 
shall probably stand side by side on the 
same platform forwarding the . same 
question. Now, we don’t want to be 
enemies, and you, Mr. Lloyd George, 
can better carry out your reforms if you 
have the help of public-spirited women. 
We are coming to see you again over 
this question. You very nicely made 
arrangements for us to come and see 
you to-day. But we want to come again 
after the amendments. We shall per- 
haps want to thank you—perhaps to tell 
you what we think about you. And I 
do want you to realise when you go 
into the House to-morrow you have got 
to make up your minds, you gentlemen 
of the Cabinet, those of you who are in 
favour of Woman Suffrage, to say, ‘If 
women are not included, we will resign.’ 
Try it. It will have a wonderful effect. 
Say, ' I shall wash my hands of the lot 
of you; we are not going to be blamed 
for your misdeeds.’ Now, clear your 
character, Mr. Lloyd George. Give us 

: the vote. Then you will find what a 
great help we can be to you.’

Prime Minister. When Miss Kenney 
made her speech, I sent for a copy of 
The Times containing a verbatim report. 
These were the questions that were put 
by Mrs. Fawcett, who introduced the 
deputation:—

“Is it the intention of the Govern- 
ment that the Reform Bill shall go 
through all its stages in 1912?—Cer- 
tainly, that is our intention.”

The second question is:—
" Will the Bill be drafted in such a 

way as to admit of any amendments 
introducing women on other terms 
than men ?—Certainly.”
Well, now, the two first Miss Kenney 

does not suggest have not been adhered 
to strictly. The Bill has been intro- 
duced; it has been passed through; to- 
day we are going to have a guillotine 
resolution to enable us to carry it 
through. In the second place, it will 
be drafted in such a form as to make it 
possible for Woman Suffrage amend- 
ments to be introduced. Well, we have 
gone beyond it. We have got out a 
time-table which enables . the four 
amendments to be discussed and voted 
upon. That is going to be moved to- 
day by the Prime Minister, a guillotine 
resolution that specifically mentions the 
four Woman Suffrage amendments, and 
enables the House of Commons to vote 
upon each and all of them. I think 
that this is carrying it out not merely

them. That is the bargain. It is in 
consequence of that that Sir Edward 
Grey and other colleagues of mine here 
are prepared to accept the pledge; but 
we cannot accept the pledge if it turns 
out to be against us if others do not 
accept the pledge if it happens to turn 
out against them. Do you follow me? 
And it is for that reason, it is because 
they are prepared to accept that pledge 
in the letter and in the spirit that Sir 
Edward Grey and I and other colleagues 
of ours who are present are equally pre- 
pared to accept it. There is no truth 
in the resignation stories. None. When 
Mr. Asquith spoke, he spoke not merely 
as head of the Government, but on be- 
half of the Government. He, being a 
strong Anti-Suffragist, was prepared to 
accept the position, and I should have 
thought that what was good enough for 
him as the head of the Government— 
and a very strong opponent of Woman 
Suffrage—would have been good enough 
for any member of the rank and file.

Well, then, several speakers suggested 
that I promised that this year there 
would be millions of women admitted 
to the Suffrage. I never promised any- 
thing of the sort. I did say that if 
millions of women were added to the
electorate, those who took a । 
course would look very foolish, 
not in aposition to promise.
purely a Member of Parliament.

certain 
I am 
I am

in the letter but in the spirit. 
Now let us get on further. ‘ Will

the Government undertake not to oppose 
such amendments ?—Certainly. The 
Government as a Government is pre- 
pared to leave the matter to the House 
of Commons.” Well, that is going to 
be adhered to. Mr. Asquith, as an in- 
dividual Member of the House of Com- 
mons, will oppose it. Sir Edward Grey 
and myself, as individual Members of 
the House of Commons, will support 
it, but the Government, as a Govern- 
ment, will not oppose .it. They are not ■ 
going to put their Whips on. So the 
third point of the pledge has been 
adhered to, and will be adhered to 
strictly.

a member of the Cabinet, but I am a 
member of a Cabinet divided on Woman 
Suffrage, and I can only promise to do 
my best.(Mrs. Drummond: Your best 
means something.) Well, Mrs. Drum-
mond. t does mean something, I
hope you will let me do it. I am per- 
fectly prepared to work for Woman 
Suffrage; I am a convinced believer in 
it. Since I have been in public life, in 
the Ministry, I am more convinced than 
ever.

An Assurance.
Now, this is very, very important:

“Will the Government regard any

Mr. Lloyd George (looking at the 
clock) : You have really kept your pro- 
mise to the minute, Mrs. Drummond. 
I thank you very much.

Mr. Lloyd George then turned to Sir 
Edward Grey, who had just entered, 
and gave him a brief account of "′
deputation. . s

MR. LLOYD GEORGE.

the

ment because of this amendment, and 
break up the Government, the Bill 
would drop, and a Government would 
come in equally divided.

Miss Kenney: Mr. Lloyd George 
could form a new Cabinet.

Sir Edward Grey : The fall of this 
Government merely means another 
Government which is equally divided. 
The best chance for Women Suffrage is 
that each party should agree to accept 
the decision of the House of Commons. 
If the measure is not carried, the blame 
will rest, not upon the Government, but 
upon the House of Commons, which has 
previously sanctioned the principle by 
large majorities. The House of Com- 
mons ought not to go back upon the 
principle which it has adopted. If the 
House of Commons fails on this ques- 
tion you have to reckon with public 
opinion. Mr. Lloyd George and I have 
agreed to vote for the Dickinson amend- 
ment, and if that fails, for the Concili- 
ation Bill.

Miss Kenney: How are we going to 
unite the Cabinet?

Mr. Lloyd George: You are putting 
a question to us now about what would 
happen afterwards. I have no objec- 
tion to seeing you again afterwards.

Mrs. Drummond: We are coming to 
see you again.

Mr. Lloyd George: But what you 
came about to-day was the immediate 
situation. Well, I have no objection to 
taking counsel afterwards.

Miss Kenney : You see, in our Union, 
we hope for the best, but we prepare 
for the worst.

A Passage at Arms.
A sharp passage at arms occurred 

when Miss Kenney expressed the 
opinion that the Prime Minister’s 
pledge was false. Mr. Lloyd George in- 
terrupted, and called upon. her to prove 
her contention. Miss Kenney insisted that 
it was for him to prove that she was 
wrong, and attempted to continue her 
speech. Mr. Lloyd George again inter- 
rupted, and the argument was only 
finally ended by Mrs. Drummond, who 
rose and reminded Mr. Lloyd George 
that it was not a debate; that women 
had been thrown out for interrupting at 
Cabinet Ministers’ meetings. ′ We are 
not interrupting you now," she said. 
Mr. Lloyd George smiled, and said no 
more. Miss Kenney resumed her 
speech.

MRS. DRUMMOND’S 
STRAIGHT TALK.

Mrs. Drummond concluded the 
speeches from the deputation :—′Well, 
gentlemen, I want to be brief, but I 
want also to be practical. I want you 
to realise that this is a very practical 
deputation we have brought here, that 
it knows what it wants, and wants to 
know, Mr. Lloyd George, how it is going 
to get it. You are a man of power; 
the Old Age Pensions Act and the In- 
surance Act show what you can ’ do 
when you stick to it, and what you have 
done with regard to these measures 
you can do with regard to Woman Suf- 
frage. You can do it. You are the 
powerful man in the Cabinet, and you 
can carry it. But the one thing that we 
look to you for, Mr. Lloyd George, is 
that you should take this question 
seriously, and goodness knows we have 
proved to you times without number how 
-seriously we take it. You have said your-

Mr. Lloyd George said that ... 
Edward Grey would prefer speaking 
later, as he had not been present at the 
earlier part of the interview. After

Sir

stating that all who were present had 
been impressed with the statement of 
the case, he proceeded:— a
I am not going to dwell upon the 

merits of Woman Suffrage, because all 
those who are present here to-day are 
convinced supporters of Woman Suff­
rage, and we propose to vote for the 
Suffrage amendments on Monday and 
Tuesday next. We shall certainly vote 
for Mr. Dickinson’s amendment—of 
course, Sir Edward Grey’s amendment 
we shall all vote for, because that is 
purely opening the door for the amend- 
ments to come in. We shall all vote for 
Mr. Dickinson’s amendment—some will 
vote for the Adult Suffrage amendment, 
and I think that if Mr. Dickinson’s 
amendment fails we shall vote for the 
Conciliation amendment. I shall do 
that, although I have always been 
opposed to Conciliation, and I have 
never concealed my dislike of it. It is 
a very narrow amendment; it does not 
inelude the working women in the ex- 
tent to which it ought to include them, 
and I shall only vote for it if the other 
amendments fail. - But I think that 
even if you only get a small measure for 
Woman Suffrage, that that is better 
than not to get Woman Suffrage at all. 
But I shall only vote for it if something 
better is not in the Bill.

Mr. Lloyd George, referring to Mr. 
Asquith, then said the Prime Minister 
would keep his pledge in the spirit as 

as in the letter. He was convinced 
that no man in public life would alter 

opinion or his attitude in conse-
Hence of any threat of personal 

violence. He then proceeded :-—

The " Pledges.’’
Let us get on to the position of the

amendment enfranchising women, if 
carried, as an integral part of the 
Bill, and defend it in all its stages?— 
Certainly." . The Prime Minister 
adheres to this statement still on behalf 
of the Government. Well, I shall read 
further (from The Times, of which a 
file is before him), because it is very 
important. Sir Rufus Isaacs has re- 
minded me of another part of the 
Prime Minister’s speech on that occa- 
sion.. "You shall certainly have the 
opportunity to introduce into that Bill 
—that is, the Reform Bill—qualifica- 
tion for the Suffrage for Women if a 
majority of the House of Commons is 
prepared to assent to it. I give you my 
assurance on behalf of the Government 
that they will accept the decision thus 
come to, and will forward the measure 
in one case, and give facilities for it in 
the other—the facilities were for the 
Conciliation Bill—that is out of the 
way. Very well, the Prime Minister 
and the Government—and we are 
authorised to say that—abide by every 
letter and syllable of that pledge. Well, 
now, I don’t think we can say more than 
that.

Miss Kenney suggests that colleagues 
of ours have said that if an amendment 
is carried against them they will re- 
sign. Well, I have never heard them 
say so. On the contrary, I have heard 
them say the contrary. Every colleague 
of ours has accepted this declaration of 
the Prime Minister’s; but, of course, it 
does involve that we shall also accept 
it. It does involve that we shall also 
accept that. If the amendment is 
carried and incorporated in the Bill at 
the end either of the Committee or Re- 
port stage—because there are two 
stages, therefore we shall have two shots 
at it—if it is incorporated in the Bill 
it becomes an essential part of the 
Government Bill, and the Government
as a whole are obliged to carry 
through.

Cabinet Resignations.
I am authorised to say this 

to the position of the Government

it

as 
at

the present moment, and as to the state- 
ment that any colleagues of ours would 
resign—that it is a statement that is not 
merely unauthorised, but that it is in- 
accurate. I am not complaining that 
Miss Kenney has brought it to our at- 
tention, because I know there have 
been rumours of that kind. I know 
that some Anti-Suffrage members have 
been circulating them, and circulating 
them very extensively and assiduously ; 
but there is not a scrap of truth in

" You will Win."

My experience in regard to the 
Insurance Bill and other measures has 
shown me that it is one of the grossest 
injustices that women have no voice in 
the determination of matters which 
affect them much more nearly than men. 
I am convinced that if the case were 
presented to the people of this country, 
I am convinced that you will win, and 
win soon. I hope we shall win on Mon- 
day. (Mrs. Drummond : This Session ?) 
I hope we shall win this Session. 
Nothing would give me greater gratifi- 
cation than that, and I know that is 
the view of my colleagues. I know 
what sincere Suffragists they are; some 
have been working for the Suffrage 
longer than I have, and have a better 
right to speak on it. Sir Edward Grey 
was working for the Suffrage before I 
ever came towork for it, and nothing 
would give him greater pleasure—and 
I know this—if we do win on Monday 
and Tuesday, or if we do win subse- 
quently on the Report stage, you will 
find that all these stories about the 
Cabinet falling to pieces owing to mem- 
bers of it resigning, I think you will 
find it absolutely false.

Let mo personally thank you for the 
very clear and cogent way in which you 
stated your case, and I wish the speeches 
you have made here to-day could be 
widely circulated. I must also thank 
Mrs. Drummond for the way she has 
organised the deputation.

SIR EDWARD GREY, •
. Sir Edward Grey said he was exceed- 
ingly sorry it had not been possible for 
him to be present earlier. There was 
at present a period of exceptional pres­
sure in his department, and but for the 
fact that he regarded the Woman Suf- 
frage question as very important he 
feared he should be absent even from 
the House of Commons. It was more 
than 25 years since he first pledged 
himself to Woman Suffrage. They must, 
however, bear in mind that there was a 
very formidable opposition to overcome 
of people who were by conviction 
opposed strongly to the measure. He 
did not agree with the arguments of the 
opponents, which were poor, but 
their feelings were strong and quite 
genuine. That opposition, moreover, 
would not be overcome by menace, 
annoyance, and threats; but such tac- 
tics would only consolidate it. Neither 
party could produce a Government en- 
tirely in favour of Woman Suffrage. 
Under these circumstances, the best 
that could be done was either to secure 
that the House of Commons had time
for private Bill—time

use without a majority in the House of 
Commons.

Mrs. Drummond : If women are not 
included in the Reform Bill, will you 
two gentlemen resign ?—No answer.

Miss Kenney: Sir Edward Grey spoke 
about our converting public opinion. 
We have converted public opinion— 
everywhere we go the people are with us.

Mrs. Drummond : 
meetings last year.

Sir Edward Grey:

We hold 20,000

It is the House of
Commons. You have got to convert the 
House of Commons,

Miss Kenney: Supposing the amend- 
ments are defeated, what is going to 
happen to us? What are we going to 
do?

Mr. Lloyd George : It depends- on the 
House of Commons.

Mrs. Drummond: You know these 
gentlemen. We cannot get hold of 
them.
- Mrs. Drummond then thanked Mr. 
Lloyd George and Sir Edward Grey for 
receiving the deputation, and after Mr. 
Lloyd George had congratulated her on 
its successful organisation, the deputa- 
tion withdrew.

GREAT MEETING THE
HORTICULTURAL HALL.

allowed
by the House, the Government remain- 
ing neutral—or that the House of Com-, 
mons should have the opportunity of 
putting Woman Suffrage in the Govern- 
ment’s Reform Bill.That was what 
the Prime Minister had offered, and he 
endorsed everything Mr. Lloyd George 
had said about its fairness. If mem- 
bers should resign from the Govern-

A magnificent meeting was held in 
the Horticultural Hall on Thursday night 
to discuss the result of the Working 
Women’s Deputation to Mr. Lloyd George. 
The meeting was attended: by hundreds 
of working women drawn from all parts 
of London and from the provinces. The 
deputation itself, attired in the picturesque 
costumes of their various trades, were 
present on the platform. The hall was 
packed to its utmost capacity, and thera 
was a scene of great enthusiasm. The 
speakers were Mrs. Pankhurst, Mrs. 
Drummond, and Mr. Lansbury.

Mrs. Pankhurst, in the course of her 
speech, said that this deputation had shown 
that working women would not be out- 
done by working men. It used to be said 
that women could not combine, but the 
present occasion dispensed that fallacy. The 
deputation had been splendidly organised 
and conducted. They had an irresistible 
case if justice were to prevail, yet in 
spite of this they had failed in eliciting 
a favourable reply from Mr. Lloyd George. 
The pledge given by Mr. Asquith had been 
broken both in the letter and in the spirit. 
They now, therefore, called upon the 
Suffragist members of the ’ Cabinet to 
resign. .

Several members of the deputation then 
addressed the meeting, their keen and able 
speeches being received with great applause. 
Mrs. Drummond followed, and in the 
course of her speech said that there was 
no downheartedness among the members 
of that deputation. After seven years of 
militancy, they had turned up at the 
Treasury smiling. Mr. Lloyd George had 
told them to convert the country, but her 
experience was that the country was already 
converted. Women would go straight 
ahead, and look neither to the right nor 
to the left until the vote was won.
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HAS THE PLEDGE BEEN 
KEPT?

I ;

The Prime Minister made a promise to the 
Suffragist Deputation of November, 1911. That 
promise was that he would introduce a Fran- 

■ chise Bill which should be open to amendment 
in the direction of Woman Suffrage, that the 
House of Commons should be left free to vote 
for a Woman Suffrage amendment, and that if 
such amendment should be carried, the Govern- 
ment. Suffragist Ministers and Anti-Suffragist 
Ministers alike, would unite in carrying it 

, into law as an integral part of the Franchise Bill.
Has that pledge been kept ? We say "No." 

The Government says " Yes." Let facts decide ! 
. Everyone who considers the facts of the case 
will admit that the pledge has been doubly broken.

1. The Government's Franchise Bill, when 
introduced, proved not to be open to amendment 
in the direction of Woman Suffrage. In drafting 
it the word " male " was used. That meant that 
before a Woman Suffrage amendment could even 
be discussed, another amendment deleting the 
word " male " must be carried. Mr. Asquith 
admitted that he had broken his pledge when 
he said that an amendment to delete the 
word " male" was needed to " open the door " to 
a Woman Suffrage amendment, and that unless the 
amendment was carried the door would be" shut.” ■

2. The Anti-Suffragist Ministers have not held 
themselves bound by the pledge to unite in 
putting women's enfranchisement on the Statute. 
Book after its passage through the House of 
Commons, and therefore M.P.s belonging to the 
Coalition have not had the promised freedom 
with regard to the question. Ever since the 
pledge of November, 1911, Anti-Suffragist 
Ministers have been telling M.P.s that the pas-: 
sage of a Woman Suffrage proposal would cause 
their resignation and the break-up of the Cabinet.

The defeat of the Conciliation Bill was caused 
By this means, the chief Liberal Whip actually 
canvassing against the Bill, and as Mr. Philip 
Snowden, an M.P. belonging to the Coalition, said 
only the other day, the Prime Minister cannot be 
ignorant of the mean and unscrupulous tactics 
adopted by some of his Anti-Suffragist colleagues 
in the Cabinet to influence, the Irish vote against 
the Bill, tactics that were successful in their object. 
L The resignation threats which produced the 
defeat of the Conciliation Bill have been continued 
with a view to wrecking the Women's Amendments 
to the Franchise Bill. The impression made on 
the minds of Nationalist M.P.s has been that the 
Government as a whole were urgingthem to 
defeat the amendments.

• So late as January 16 The Daily News, in a 
leading article, maintained (in spite of the denials 
of these intrigues by Mr. Lloyd George and Sir 
Edward Grey) that there was need of a fresh 
declaration from Mr. Asquith, that the House of 
Commons, by passing Woman Suffrage, would not 
destroy the Cabinet.

The twice repeated refusal of Mr. Hobhouse to 
say that he would unite with his colleagues in the 
Cabinet in carrying Woman Suffrage into law is 
proof that Anti-Suffragist Ministers have not re- 
garded them selves as bound by the Prime 
Minister’s pledge, professedly made on their behalf. 
Mr. Herbert Samuel did not make his recent 
statement on Cabinet unity until after the 
amendments had been torpedoed.

Mr. Harcourt’s speech inthe debate on the Grey 
Amendment, by its tone and substance gave the 
lie to the statement that Anti-Suffragist Ministers 
are faithful to the pledge made in their name.Mr. 
Harcourt actually said in so many words that he 
should hold himself-free, if either the : Nor- 
weigian " or " Conciliation " Amendments should 
be carried by the House of Commons, to oppose 
it at a later stage by promoting what he regards 
as a wrecking proposal for Adult Suffrage.

Mr. Arthur Henderson, M.P., has exposed the 
breaches of the Premier’s pledge committed by 
Anti-Suffragist Ministers by saying in the House 
of Commons last Monday :—

He was too well aware of what had been going on during 
the last three months. Cabinet Ministers had been busy­
ing themselves during the last six weeks more than he 
had ever known them to do in showing cordiality and 
friendship for every member supposed to be sufficiently 
weak-kneed to listen to the tales about the embarrassment 
of the Government. ■
i Sir Edward Grey, in spite of his previous denials, 
virtually admitted that the pledge had been 
broken by his reference, made in the course of 
Monday’s debate, to the Government’s " em- 
barrassment" caused by that pledge. . 5

Finally, the Prime Minister, by now with- 
drawing the promise of Government support 
involved by the pledge of November, 1911, has 
confessed that that-pledge was, as alleged by the 
W.S.P.U., a fraud.

THE WORKING WOMEN’S DEPUTATION.
An Impression b. Beatrice Harraden.

It was a delightful and thrilling experience to 
go with the Working Women’s Deputation to lay 
the Working Women’s case before Mr. Lloyd 
George. As we drove along in the omnibus, which 
was flying the W.S.P.U. colours with an access of 
triumph, 1 reflected that here was one of the many 
compensations which fall like blessings on the 
distraught authors taking part in this movement. 
Gone is the serenity of our spirit, and the seclusion 

• of our studies seems like a dream of the dim past.
But unexpected interests and adventures spring 
up to take the place of that lost solitude of soul 
and body ; and as I sa. with the bonnie fishwives 
from Newhaven, Scotland, and surveyed my 
company, I said to myself that I would not have 
exchanged these comrades for the most cultured 
scholars in the whole world, nor that omnibus for 
the quietest and most safely guarded temple of 
thought and imagination.

Quiet we certainly were not. We were merry 
and happy. I was particularly struck, from the 
very beginning, with the entire absence of all 
fear and . self-consciousness: in these hard- 
working women.
" Shall you be nervous ?" I asked one of them.
" Nervous ? " ' she answered. " And who’s 

Lloyd George that I should be frightened of 
him ? ” .

And the pit-brow lassie said :—
" I‘m not frightened of any of . them. • They, 

can’t be worse than some of the men I’ve had to 
reckon with."

. And the fishwife said complacently :—
.“ If I feel comforted, I shall be able to say 

straight out what I want. Plain and straight."
And the East End woman said :— •
" Nervous. No, bless you. If I once get on 

my feet I shan’t be able to leave off telling him 
to do the right thing by us."

And the bright little laundress said with a 
twinkle in her eyes:

“They’ll hear a thing or two from me ! Never 
fear! - I‘m going to tell them they couldn’t do our1 
work if they tried !" .

And the General, beaming on them all, said — 
—" Say whatever you have to say. But let us all 
remember our dignity. 1 -

. Well, they did indeed remember it. I have 
never before seen anything approaching to the 
dignity with which those women, later, in the 
Treasury, stood up, one by one, and stated their 
cases, and their need of the vote with which to 
get their grievances remedied. Their speeches, 
I know, are reported elsewhere ; _ and so I need 
not do more thanjust pick out a few points here 
and there, by chance, as it were ;for really all 
the speeches, as Mr. Lloyd George himself said, 
were so admirable and concise, and so much to 
the point, that there was nothingto choose between 
them either in interest or importance. ; .

And the effect they produced on Mr. Lloyd 
George and some of his colleagues present—Sir 
John Simon, Dr. Macnamara, and others—was 
cumulative. 11 could ■ not have been otherwise. 
For even politicians are said to be intermittently 
human where other people’s welfare is concerned— 
we know, of course, that they are permanently, 
human where their own welfare is concerned— 
and these gentlemen were having the privilege of 
listening to a continuous human record, given 
with dignity and fearlessness, in simple, direct 
language, without anger, or bitterness, and without 
anyappeal of pathos except that of the bare 
stern facts of life. Of course, they were impressed. 
They would have been monsters if they were not..

They heard the claims of the teachers so 
admirably advanced by Miss Bonwick, and the 
disabilities of the nurses clearly explained by Miss 
Townend, who spoke of the nursing profession as 
a dangerous one in which there was no compensa-, 
tion for illness, and for which there was nolegis­
lation against long hours. They heard the story 
of the tailoresses from Mrs. Cohen of Leeds; and 
learnt how the girls worked for 3 jd. an hour, 
whilst the men were paid 6} d. an hour for the 
same job. She told them how in the slack time 
the girls went day after day to the factory and 
got no work given them, and how the hunted look 
came over their faces as they realised they were 
being driven on to the streets. .

“ Raisetheir status, Mr. Lloyd George” she said.
" Help them to get rid of the huntedlook.”

Then Mrs. Bigwood spoke on behalf of the 
Sweated Workers of the East End, and told of her 
6s. a week earnings in the making of pinafores, J 

' “and buy me own cotton and fire and gaslight.”
Then came the turn of the cheery little laundress.

Mrs.Ward Brown, who got in what she wanted to 
say about the men not being able to do the laundry 
work properly, much to the amusement of the 
assembled statesmen ! .

“ We ought to have the vote at once,” she said 
peremptorily. And in conclusion, " It’s a shame 
we’ve not got it already, Mr. Lloyd George.”

Soon the imposing and picturesque fishwife 
Mrs. King, gave her testimony, and by reason of 
her great dignity looked as much in place in the 
Treasury as she would have done with her creel 
on her back in Newhaven. ‘

“ Give me my vote, Mr. Lloyd George,” she 
said. " I’ve come four hundred mile to get it, and 
I want it before I go back.”
. Then the pitbrow lassie spoke for her comrades, 
and as she stood there, in her quaint costume and 
clogs, I longed to tell those men howshe was called 
the Florence Nightingale of the Hulton Mine, and 
how in that dreadful disaster, when 344 miners 
were killed, she had taken charge of the dead, and 
had worked for sixty hours on end, receiving them 
and rendering them the last services.

Nothing could have been better, either for 
effect or instruction, than the clever arrangement 
of the speakers, so that each personality should 
stand out clearly defined and contrasted. They 
were all deeply earnest, of course, but their tem- 
peraments were different. My only regret 
was that the deputation had been limited to 
twenty, and did not include the charwoman from 
Liverpool, who told me " that she was making 
history," or the tinplate worker from Mr. Lloyd 

: George’s own country who said she had come 
alone, and was determined to come whether " she 
got killed or what." I was glad to know later that 
she had not " got killed or what,” for I think I 
saw her starting out with a gallant three hundred 
to the Drury Lane pantomime !

Well, to return to that Treasury, where at last 
Sir Edward Grey put in an appearance, belated 
and elusively apologetic. But before he arrived 
on the scenes, Miss Annie Kenney and the Chan- 
cellor had had their breeze, and I would like to 
say about this breeze that I respected more than 
ever that little brave woman who dared to intro- 
duce a note of discord into the harmony of the 
deputation because she felt it to be her duty to 
make certain remarks and to ask certain questions 
which had to be said and asked, and which have 
now been proved to be more than justifiedby this 

latest development of the Suffrage situation. Hers 
was, in fact, the hardest and most trying part of 
the drama of the morning, and she went through 
it with a calm courage which filled me with admira- 
tion, whilst at the same time it shattered what 
remains of my nervous system.

( For the Chancellor’s brow grew “dark and 
ominous," as we say, or used to say, in novels. 
Restive and indignant became the countenances of 
his supporters and colleagues. Phantoms of 
Liberal, followers rushed in to uphold the honour 
of the Prime Minister and menace, his accuser. 
With my mind’s eye I even saw the Liberal women 
joining in the phantom onslaught on that heroic 
figure. That was too much for any eye, whether 
of mind or the flesh. I closed it. And when I 
had the pluck to open it, I still saw Annie Kenney 
confronting the Chancellor, Annie Kenney who 
with body or brain would face without flinching the 
difficulties and perils of any situation. .

And of Mrs. Drummond herself, what more need 
one say except that she was the General at the 
General’s very best ? But I cannot leave it at 
that, because I am really haunted by her wonderful 
management of the deputation, her good-natured 
wit, her finesse, which many a statesman might 
well envy, and the genius of her temperament, 
which gives her a free pass into any camp, however 
hostile. Mr. Lloyd George in complimenting her 
and commenting on her was obviously using the 
language of sincerity. One could not help re- 
flecting what a sad pity and a wasted chance it has 
been that he and his colleagues have not allowed 
themselves until now, at the eleventh hour, the 
opportunity of meeting face to face in frank but 
friendly council the women of the W.S.P.U., whose 
personalities have hitherto been unknown quan- 
titles to the members of the Government.

Well, these so-called statesmen have now shown 
that they prefer war to peace. But at least they 
knownow, direct from thisdeputation, that the 
working women are determined to. have their 
grievances remedied without delay, and have risen 
up in their numbers to form a solid phalanx 
against which all the opposing forces must . in- 
evitably hurl themselves in vain.

THE WORKING WoMEN’S DEPUTATION TO THE GOVERNMENT.

The
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A FATEFUL WEEK.
Diary of the Chief Events.

Thursday, Jan. 23.
10.30 a.m.—Deputation of Working 

Women led by General Flora Drum- 
mond, interviews Mr. Lloyd George, 
Sir Edward Grey, and other Suffrag- 
ist Ministers at the Treasury, to ask 
that Government shall take full 
responsibility for a WomanSuffrage 
Amendment, and that failing this 
Mr. Lloyd George and Sir Edward 
Grey should resign as the only way 
of living up to the assurances given 
by them to women.

' In the House of Commons, in reply 
to a question by Mr. Bonar Law as 
to whether the Government amend- 
ments did not necessitate the with- 
drawalof the Franchise Bill, and 
its reintroduction as a new measure, 
the Speaker said that the Woman 
Suffrage Amendments would make 
a huge change in the Bill, and if in 
the passage of a Bill in Committee 
such amendments were introduced 
that the form and substance of the 
Bill were materially affected, and it 
became for all practical purposes a 
new Bill, then it would be necessary 
to withdraw that Bill and to intro- 
duce another measure.

The Press that evening described the 
Franchise Bill as ‘ ‘ doomed."

Friday, Jan. 24.
The Rt. Hon. Alfred Lyttelton moved 

an Amendment in House of Commons 
to delete word ‘ ‘ male " in Franchise

sisted on a Government measure or 
the resignation of Mr. Lloyd George 
and Sir Edward Grey. If those 
demands were not granted the 
W.S.P.U. would resume guerilla 
warfare and continue it until the 
question was settled.

On Monday afternoon the Premier 
stated that owing to the Speaker’s 
ruling the Government had decided , 
to withdraw the Franchise Bill.

8

They intended next session to give 
full facilities for a private member's 
Bill for Woman Suffrage provided 
that such Bill complied with certain 
conditions, but the Government 
would be unable to adopt this Bill 
as a Government measure.
p.m.—The W.S.P.U. Women's Con- 
ference meet at Holborn Hall. 
Mrs. Pankhurst outlines plans for 
militant action.

Bill. course of the ensuing

BETRAYED!!!
The Government by a Political Trick Shuffle off 

Their Responsibility for the Woman 
Suffrage Amendments.

Parliamentary proceedings during 
the past week have resulted in the 
following situation.

The Franchise Bill has been 
dropped. Time is to be given next 
Session for a private Member’s Bill 
for Woman Suffrage. The Govern­
ment will not make themselves re- 
sponsible for this measure. It is 
suggested that a Committee should 
be formed, drawn from all quarters 
of the House, to introduce and pilot 
this Bill through all its stages.

I would not, notwithstanding what you 
said the other night, so far relax the 

i strictness of our ordinary procedure as 
| now to intimate to the House which, if 

any, of those amendments, if they were 
adopted in Committee, and therefore 
came before you upon Report and sub- 
sequent stages, would in your opinion 

, effect such a transformation, or such a 
: fundamental alteration in theBill as to 

bring it within the practice to which 
you then referred. ,

debate Mr. Harcourt fiercely at- 
tacked his Ministerial colleagues, 
Mr. Lloyd George and Sir Edward 
Grey, and declared that if a re- 
stricted amendment forWoman 
Suffrage is added to the Bill by the 
House of Commons he will not 
abide by the result.

Cabinet meets to consider situation 
and arriving at no decision adjourns 
meeting till following ■ Monday.

Women’s Social and Political Union 
" issues statement on situation created 

by Speaker’s ruling, saying that a 
Government measure is now im- 

- perative, and calling on Mr. Lloyd
George and Sir Edward Grey to 
resign as an alternative.

National Union of Woman Suffrage 
Societies passes resolution to the 
effect that the Speaker’s ruling had 
destroyed all possibility of a " free " 
vote on the Woman Suffrage Amend- 
ments, and they called upon the 
Government to state how they pro- 
posed to fulfil their pledges to the 
Woman Suffrage Societies.

The Women’s Freedom League in a 
letter to the Prime Minister asked 
him to make a statement in the 
House which would clear the way 
for the “ free ” vote to which he 
was pledged. The Prime Minister 
replied that he was giving most 
careful consideration to the whole 
matter. In a further .letter they 
pointed out that as the difficulty 
had arisen on the Government 
Amendments to the Franchise Bill 
it was the business of the Govern- 

- ment to deal with the situation.

The W.F.L. also wrote to the Speaker 
pointing out that for fourteen 
months the nature of the Bill and 
the ‘ quality of the Amendments 

' had been before the country and 
before the House of Commons, and 
that precedent existed for other 
Bills completely altered in Com- 
mittee having received passage 
without challenge from the Speaker.

They called upon him to give the 
Bill the benefit of his long silence.

Monday, Jan. 27.

Mrs. Drummond sent a letter to Mr. 
Lloyd George asking him in view of 
the changed situation to receive 
another deputation.

The National Union of Woman Suffrage 
Societies issue a statement in which 
they reject the offer of facilities for a 
private member’s Bill next session, 
and call upon the Government to 
introduce a Government measure 
including women.

8 p.m.—At the usual meeting at the 
London Pavilion Mrs. Pankhurst- 
announced that the W.S.P.U. in-

Mrs. Despard, two other women and 
one man arrested for obstruction in 
Trafalgar-square.

Tuesday, Jan. 28.
W.S.P.U. issue statement in which 

they characterise the Government's 
offer of a private member's Bill as 
gross treachery; theyrefuse to 
negotiate with any body of poli- 
ticians other than the Government 
itself, and declare women have no 
means of redress save militancy.

In reply to Mrs. Drummond's letter, 
Mr. Lloyd George refuses to receive 
the deputation and offers instead to 
grant a private interview to Mrs. 
Drummond and oneor two women. 
This offer is refused, and Mrs.

1 Drummond declares it to be the 
intention of the deputation to wait 
on him at 8 p.m.

6.45 p.m.—Women’s Conference meets 
at the Horticultural Hall. Mrs. 
Drummond and her deputation 
leave the hall for the House of
Commons.

Mrs. Drummond and twenty-eight:
women arrested for obstruction and 
for window-breaking.

Wednesday, Jan. 29.
Resolutions calling for a Government, 

measure for Women Suffrage passed 
by the Federated Council of Suffrage 
Societies and the New Constitu- 
tional Society ; also by the Women's 
Labour League at their annual 
conference.

QUESTION IN THE HOUSE.
In the House of Commons on Wed- 

nesday—
Mr. King asked the Prime Minister 

whether the promise of facilities for a 
Woman Suffrage Bill next Session would 
be given to a Bill for adult female suf­
frage, or to a Bill for female suffrage 
on the Norwegian system, or to a Bill 
to enfranchise female householders.

Mr. Lloyd George replied that this 
was a matter to be determined by the 
supporters of Women’s Suffrage among 
themselves. (Laughter.)

THE UNIONIST PARTY AND 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

In "A London Diary ” The Nation 
makes the following comment on the 
Unionist Party and Woman Suffrage :—

By the way, I find that on suffrage as well 
as on fiscal questions the present tendency 
of the Opposition seems to be to slip away 
from the Chamberlain influence, and to trust 
more and more to Mr. Balfour’s guidance. 
Although merely a chance piece of ill-luck, it 
is none the less unfortunate for the Birmingham . 
School that the two issues should have become 
so active at the same moment, and that on
both alike the nominal leader of the Opposition 
should have found himself driven to take 
council with the Cecil group rather than with 
his old Tariff Reform associates. Night after 
night just now one sees the process at work— 
a process of reconciliation on the-one hand, 
and possibly of alienation on the other. Some. . 
times Mr. Austen Chamberlain looks in, but 
seldom to take his former place in the centre 
of the bench or by the side of his leader, and 
frequently to find Mr. Law, Mr. Balfour, and 
Mr. Lyttelton in close consultation—not 
unlikely, if one may hazard a guess, on some

Below is given a full report of the 
debate which followed the Prime Minis- 
ter's announcement [of the Government 
intentions. In this debate Mr. Hen- 
derson and Mr. Keir Hardie expressed 
dissatisfaction with the offer made, and 
urged that the Government themselves 
should introduce a Woman Suffrage Bill 
and make themselves responsible for 
passing it into law. Mr. F. E. Smith 
made a suggestion that a non-party 
committee should be formed, consisting 
of members drawn from all parties in 
the House, and that this committee 
should be empowered to deal with the 
Bill as if they were a Government. 
This suggestion was warmly supported 
by Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. Balfour, 
Mr. Balfour offering to serve on such a 
committee.

The Speaker’s ruling which necessi- 
tated the • withdrawal of the Franchise 
Bill was as follows :—The present Fran- 
chise Bill at the moment was in Com- 
mittee, and he thought some amend- 
ments had been passed, but not the 
amendments of which the Government 
had given notice.He did not think 
on this occasion he ought to. assume 
that all the amendments were going to 
be inserted in the Bill. Therefore, he 
did not think he ought to produce at the 
present time any opinion with regard to 
the matter.

There were amendments relating to 
the female suffrage, which would make 
a huge difference in the Bill, and at the 
present time heaven only knew in what 
shape they would finally appear. There­
fore he thought it would be improper 
to give any ruling with regard to the 
Bill now. But for the information of the 
House he pointed out that the general 
principle appeared very clearly stated 
on page 491 of the last edition of May, 
and, broadly speaking, lt was this: that 
if such substantial amendments were 
made during the passage of a Bill through 
Committee as materially to affect the 
form and the substance of the Bill in 
such a way as to make it for all practical 
purposes a new Bill, then it was necessary 
for that Bill to be withdrawn and for a 
new Bill to be introduced.

THE PRIME MINISTER.
With regard to the first Order of the 

Day, the . Franchise and . Registration 
Bill, I desire to ask you, Sir, a question 
suggested by the intimation which you 
gave or foreshadowed to the House in 
answer to a question put to you on 
Thursday last. You then said that 
in your opinion it would be pre- 
mature at this stage for you to 
express your view as to whether or not 
particular amendments in Committee of 
which notice has been given in regard 
to this Bill would, if adopted by the 
House, involve such a fundamental 
alteration of the Bill as to bring it 
within, not the rule, but the practice as 
regards withdrawal. I wish, with all 
deference and respect, to ask you this: 
Having regard to the fact that the

Mr. SPEAKER.
In reply to the Prime Minister, I 

think I must still maintain what I laid
i down on Thursday, namely, that the 
I proper time to answer questions with 

regard to my general view of the Bill, 
is after the Bill has passed through 
Committee, and I am able to see the 
position of the Bill as compared with 
the Bill when it was brought in. But I 
quite recognise what has fallen from the 
Prime Minister—that is, that the state- 
ment which I made on Thursday last 
does leave the House in very consider- 
able difficulty in reference to the de- 
bate which, in the ordinary course, 
would occur this evening ; and I believe 
I should be meeting the general conve- 
nience of the House if I were to state 
now what my view would be supposing 
certain amendments to the Franchise 
Bill were to be admitted. I will say 
this: If the amendments of which notice 
has been given by the Government, and 
one or two of the amendments designed 
to grant Women Suffrage were to be in- 
serted in the Bill, my opinion is that 
under those circumstances the Bill 
would be substantially a new Bill. 
Therefore, in accordance with the prac- 
tice of the House, it ought to be with- 
drawn and a fresh Bill ought to be in- 
troduced. I may leave aside for the 
moment as not being immediately press- 
ing the question of the new amendments 
of which notice has been given by His 
Majesty’s Government; The question I 
have to put to myself and have to 
answer now is whether, if any of the 
amendments designed to grant the 
suffrage to women "were admitted, 
they would make so great a change 
in the Bill as to constitute it a new Bill. 
Let me take the amendments seriatim. 
With regard to the Amendment to leave 
out the word “male,” I suppose it is 
intended, as the right hon. g ntleman 
said, to open the door to one or other 
of the Amendments being proposed. If 
the Bill were amended by leaving out 
the word, ′ ‘ male " and leaving in the 
word “person,” it would not, in my 
judgment, make the difference intended.
I understand that in all franchise Acts the 
word * ′ person ” has always hitherto 
been held to mean “male person.”

To come to the other three amend- 
ments, I am told—though I have no 
means of verifying it myself—-that the 
first amendment, if carried, would ad- 
mit some eleven millions of women to 
the vote, that the second amendment 
would admit some six millions, and that 
the third amendment would probably ad- 
mit one million to one million and a 
half. If that be so—and I am bound 
to accept those statements'from per- 
sons who have authority to make them— 
I have formed the opinion that the admis­
sion of any one of those Amendments 
would so alter the Bill as practically 
to convert it Into a new Bill. Under 
those circumstances, I shall advise the 
House that the Bill be withdrawn, and 
that a Motion should be made to ask 
leave to introduce a new Bill. It has been 
suggested to me that in the Representa- 
tion of the People Bills of 1867 and 
1884, amendments designed for some- 
what similar purposes were moved in 
Committee, and that no exception was ' 
taken to them. _ Inregard to that, I 
would first of all take the technical

., large class, or many large classes, 
" the people of this countrywho, up to 
hat moment. Had not had the privilege

the franchise. Those Bills were, 1 
sav purposely designed for that object.

present Bill is not designed with 
any such object. The present Bill is 
limited-in its scope; the chief object of 
it is to abolish plural voting, while the 
secondary object is to add rapidity to 
the system of registration, .he effect, 
it is true, of those provisions may 
be very considerably to increase 
the electorate, but as. the right 
lion, gentleman the President of the 
Board of Education pointed out very 
clearly last Thursday night, the Bill did 
not propose, and did not in . fact 
add a new class, nor was it designed 

addanew class to the electorate, 
one of the Women Suffrage Amend­

ments were to be inserted it would add 
to the electorate a very large class, and 
would establish an entirely new principle. 
In my judgment, leave to introduce the 
Bill did not contain that principle, and 
that principle was not assented to on 
Second Reading. Therefore I am driven 
to the conclusion that the Bill would, if 
altered by the insertion of a Women 
Suffrage amendment, practically consti- 
tute a new Bill.

THE PRIME MINISTER.
I need not say, Sir, that I do 

• not rise for the purpose of presuming to 
discuss, still less to criticise, the ruling 
that you have just given from the 
Chair. I feel bound to say in the 
first place though, as I have said, with | 
no disposition or desire to criticise your 
ruling, that it was not in the least de- 
gree anticipated by His Majesty’s 
Government or, as I believe, by the 
great majority of the House. You have 
referred, Sir, to the precedents of 1867 
and 1884. We carefully studied those 
precedents, because it would be. a mis- 
take to suppose that this point had 
escaped attention, or that it was not 
deliberately considered by His Majesty’s 
Government, and by the skilled advisers 
to whose counsel they . resort. Our 
opinion was that as both in 1867 and in 
1884amendments in Committee had 
been moved extending to women the

is always held to be confined to men and the Bill as it stands and with its other 
man alone, and by introducing the word norinieme "1--- oi- ′-- ---------------------------- 
′ male "′ and putting it into the first

point that these amendments were

point connected with the suffrage controversy, WIal.,." ci", 
a subject, of course, on which Mr. Chamberlain whether with a
is out of sympathy with all of them. More, 
over, it has been noticed of late that Lord 
Robert Cecil is occasionally called in by Mr. 
Law to share in those confidences.

amendment now under discussion, would, 
and is intended to, open the door to the 
discussion of some three. I think, con- 
crete proposals for the incorporation in 
the Bill, in one form or another, of 
what is called Women Suffrage, 

-, - a view to the general con- 
venience of the House and in order to 
avoid the sense of unreality which would 
otherwise prevail and an abortive em-

not carried, were not inserted in 
the Bill, and that the Speaker of that 
day.. did not have the opportunity of 
considering the Bills with the amend-
ments in them. Therefore, there is no 
strict precedent there. I would, how- 
ever, take very, much broader ground 1 . 
than that. I would say that the Repre- 
sentation of the People Bill, 1832, the ! 
Representation of the > People Bill, 18.67, • 

d and the Representation of the People 
— —* ~Me cul- I Bill, 1884, were all designed, and pur- 

ployment of Parliamentary time, you I posely designed, to open the franchise

franchise measure which in its terms 
was confined to men, in the one case 
without any objection, and in the other 
case after objection taken by a very 
great Parliamentarian of those days. 
Lord Randolph Churchill, on the ground 
that the amendment was outside the 
scope of the Bill, and would, at any 
rate, require an instruction to give it 
foundation, an objection which was 
over-ruled by the Chairman of that Com- 
mittee, as he said, after, consultation 
with the Speaker—having regard, I say, 
to these two precedents, it certainly was 
our opinion that it would be open to 
anybody in this measure, which is a 
measure of enfranchisement, which is a 
measure that by limiting the period of 
qualification does, introduce, quite apart 
from the abolition of plural voting, a 
large new element into the electorate, 
not, I agree,new in the sense that they 
are a different class from those who are 
there before, but new in the sense that 
hitherto they have been disqualified by 
what we regard as an artificial limita- 
tion from rights that belong to other 
members of the community—we did in 
these circumstances come to the conclu- 
sion that an amendment of this kind 
would not only be admitted as in order 
in Committee, but would not be re- 
garded as outside the scope or irrelevant 
to the general purposes of the Bill. 
Further, as I shall have to point out in 
a moment, in another connection, we 
were in this matter under a very special 
obligation to those promoting the cause 
of Women Suffrage.

AN OPPONENT OF WOMAN 
SUFFRAGE.

I myself, as is well known, am an op- 
ponent of this cause. Many of my col- 
leagues take a different view, but I 
thought it right, speaking on behalf, not 
of myself, but of the Government as a 
whole, to give an undertaking that if 
we introduced, as we were obliged and 
bound to introduce, a Franchise Bill 
substantially upon the lines of this Bill, 
we should frame it in such a form as 
would admit for discussion, and, if it 
was the opinion of the majority of the 
House, for adoption, an amendment for 
the inclusion of women as well as men 
within its scope.

WHY "MALE" WAS INTRODUCED.
And with that object, and solely with 

that object, we introduced into this Bill, 
in the very forefront of its first clause, 
an epithet which has never previously 
appeared in our franchise legislation, 
the word male," because it is well 
known that in franchise law, whatever 
may be the interpretation of the word 
" person "′ in any other department of 
our jurisprudence, in franchise law it

line of the first clause, it was our honest I 
intention to carry out the pledge we : 
had given, as it were, to challenge, in ; 
the most pointed way, the decision of I 
the House when the Bill came into Com- i 
mittee as to whether the Bill should or ' 
not be confined to one sex.
I think I am speaking within the . 

general recollection of the House when • 
I say that in the debates, both on the 
introduction of the Bill and upon second 
reading of the Bill, it was universally 
assumed in all quarters of the House, by 
the opponents as well as by the advo- 
cates of Women Suffrage, that when we 
reached the Committee stage it would 
be possible to have, and indeed it was 
the intention of the framers of the Bill 
that full and free opportunity should be 
given for the discussion of this matter ■ 
of Women Suffrage in any of the various 
concrete forms in which the principle 
might be embodied. I am bound to say 
so much lest it should be suggested 
either that in this matter we have 
have treated an important point of pro- 
cedure with inadvertence and neglect, 
and, still more, that it should be sug- 
gested that there has been anything 
in the nature of sharp practice. 
Now, Sir, you have given this ruling. 
The expectations that were certainly en- 
tertained by us, and I think generally 
entertained, have thereby been frus- 
trated,and it now appears that any 
of the three amendments which ap- 
pear upon the paper in which the exten- 
sion of the franchise for women is alter- 
natively embodied would not indeed be 
out of order in Committee, but would, 
if adopted in Committee, be held by 
you, Sir, when the Bill came up on Re- 
port for third reading, to have so vitally 
and fundamentally transformed its 
character as to make it a different Bill, 
and, in accordance with the established 
practice of Parliament, to compel its 
promoters to withdraw it and to intro- 
duce a new Bill. As I say, that came 
upon us as a surprise. We loyally, and 
without any kind of reserve, accept the 
ruling which you have given, and we 
have to consider what in these circum- 
stances is our duty, in view, first, of 
the general convenience of the House, 
and next of the specific pledges and 
undertakings which we ourselves have 
given. Now I do not hesitate to say, 
and I believe here again I shall be for- 
tunate enough to command something 
like general assent, that in view of that 
ruling it would be a futile and otiose 
thing to prolong the discussion upon the 
amendment which is now before the 
Committee.

AN UNREAL DISCUSSION.
It would be an unreal discussion, I 

do not say an insincere discussion, but 
an unreal discussion. . Any decision 
which the House under such conditions 

; should arrive at would not be regarded
I think—and certainly would not be re- 
garded by.the supporters of Women 

i Suffrage, I am not sure, it would be 
regarded even by its opponents— as a deci- 
sion which would accurately reflect, or at 

1 least necessarily reflect the predomi- 
nant opinion of the House of Commons.

' Speaking entirely for myself personally, 
as an opponent of Women Suffrage, I

provisions. Then, Sir, the question arises 
what further ought to be done? Having
laid down these two propositions, namely, 
first, that in view of your ruling. Sir, 
it is useless to proceed with the dis- 
cussion of the Women’s Franchise 
amendments, and, next, that these 
being debarred from consideration, we 
ought not to proceed with the Bill, I 
have to say, first, that in the opinion 
of the Government while that will pre- 
vent them, and I think necessarily pre- 
vent them from pressing or prosecuting 
any further proposals upon this subject 
during the present Session, that must 
not be taken as in any sense an 
abandonment upon their part of their 
intention to proceed, if and when 
opportunity offers, . with electoral re- 
form, including registration, and what 
is not less, but in my opinion, more im- 
portant. Redistribution.

PLURAL VOTING.
We think it essential so far as it may 
be within our power to deal effectively 
with the abuses of plural voting within 
the lifetime of the present Parliament.

Now I come to what is a much more 
difficult and delicate matter, and that 
is the position which we, and indeed all 
parties, are now placed in regard to the 
question of Women Suffrage. Let me 
recall to the recollection of the House 
the actual undertaking which the 
Government have given with regard to 
this matter. We promised—I promised 
on behalf of the Government— in, I be- 
lieve, the clearest and fullest . ex- 
position of our views, to be found in a 
reply I gave to a deputation of ladies 
in November, 1911, two things. We 
promised, in the first place, that if a 
private Member introduced a Women 
Suffrage Bill, which then went by the 
name of the Conciliation Bill, that, pro- 
vided its title was so framed as to 
admit of amendment—that is to say, to 
admit of other proposals beyond the 
conciliation proposals—for the exten- 
sion of votes to women, we would give 
that Bill facilities; in . other words, 
that we would devote to it an adequate 
amount of Government time, and, if 
the House passed its Second Reading, 
those facilities should extend to its sub- 
sequent stages. That was our first 
promise.

CONCILIATION BILL.

very much regret that there should be 
so. I hoped we should have had that 
discussion and should have come to a 
division. I did not look forward to it 
frommypoint of view with any appre- 
hension whatever. I think we all know 
that the prolongation of this dis- 
cussion would be a useless waste of 
Parliamentary time. Then, Sir, I come 
to another and more serious matter. 
Supposing the discussion upon this 
Amendment be by general consent put 
an end to, is it right for the Government 
to proceed to the prosecution of the Bill ? 
In my opinion, and that is the opinion 
which is shared by my colleagues, what­
ever views they may take about Women 
Suffrage, it would not. I will tell the 
House in a sentence or two why.. This 
is a Bill—I am not, of course, going to 
trench in any degree on the controver- 
sial question of its merits or demerits— 
which would undoubtedly have the 
effect of adding to the male electorate 
of this country a number of persons— 
and I do . not think it would be 
fair and right, and certainly I do 
not think it would be acting up to the 
spirit of the obligation which we 
undertook which was, in substance, 
that in any Bill for the extension of 
the franchise we would give a. full and 
free opportunityfor the discussion, 
and, if it was the view of the majority 
of the House for the introduction of 
Women Suffrage into that Bill, if after 
that.door had been finally closed, so 
far as this Bill is concerned, we were 
to proceed with the enfranchisement of 
the male electorate, and therefore as a 
mere matter of common honour and 
commonserse we cannot proceed with

Here

the conditions I laid down two years ago 
in regard to the Conciliation Bill, which is 
so framed that it does not exclude the 
possible amendment of any of the 
various proposals of enfranchisement, 
and it shall be a Bill in regard to which 
the members of the Government will be 
perfectly free, and their supporters and 
everybody else, to give their votes at 
every stage one way or the other, 
but a Bill introduced under those condi- 
tions and provided with those facilities 
we should be perfectly prepared to supply 
with the same opportunities both as 
regards the time of its introduction and 
its Second Reading, and if it is carried 
by this House as regards its career 
through subsequent Sessions the same 
facilities as regards the expenditure of 
Government time as we are prepared 
to give to any controversial measure of 
the Government itself.

INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM.
As I have said, we retain individually 

and as a Government, our complete free- 
dom of action with regard to any such 
matters. I believe that is the best way, 
and indeed the only practical way, by 
which we can give effect to the under- 
takings we have given. That is all I have 
to say, and I hope I have made the posi- 
tion perfectly clear. I have spoken with 
complete frankness to the House. I 
remain myself as strongly opposed as 
ever I was to the principle of the ex- 
tension of the franchise to women. I 
regret for myself, and I regret deeply, 
that we have not had the opportunity 
of bringing that matter to an issue here 
to-night, and that circumstances have 
intervened which have rendered that 
impossible. - I have endeavoured, and 
my colleagues have endeavoured, hold- 
ing as we do diverse views on this sub- 
ject, to hold an even balance between 
the various interests of the parties con- 
cerned, and so far as I am personally 
concerned, I trust the House will agree 
that I have striven and have succeeded 
in giving effect, both in the letter and 
in the spirit, to every undertaking 
which the Government has given. I 
beg to move : ‘That the Order be dis- 
charged and the Bill withdrawn."

Mr. BONAR LAW.

will be convenient to
remind the House that that Bill was : 
introduced by a private Member at the 
beginning of this Session, that we did 
give it the facilities we had promised, 
the House rejected it on the Second 
Reading, and there was an end of it, 
so far as that Bill was concerned, of 
our pledge in regard to it. We gave a 
further pledge, and it was that, if for 
any reason, as indeed happened, the 
Bill introduced by a private Member 
was either rejected or met with some 
other mishap, we would in our own pro- 
posals with regard to suffrage, so far 
as we could—we thought then we could 
do so—completely open the door to the 
amendment of these proposals at the 
will of the majority of the House to in- 
clude women as well as men. We did 
that, too; we fulfilled that honest in- 
tention in perfect good faith, and, as 
we believed, with complete security, 
and we fulfilled the second as well as 
the first branch of the pledge we had 
given in this matter.

We are now, it appears, disabled by 
the technical procedure of the House 
from completely carrying out the un- 
dertakings which in intention and 
spirit we tried to perform. The ques- 
tion is—and it is a very serious ques- 
tion—what is, I will not say the law, 
because it is not a matter of law, but 
what is it, in honour and good faith, 
we ought to do to give effect to these 
intentions and those undertakings? 
One thing has been made quite clear 
by your ruling, Mr. Speaker, and it is 
that Women Suffrage cannot, under our 
procedure, be introduced into any Bill 
the main and primary purpose of which 
is to enfranchise or enlarge the enfran- 
chisement of the male electorate.

ONLY TWO COURSES.
That being the position, there are 

obviously two, and only two, possible 
courses to be taken. The first would Le 
that the Government, on its own account, 
should introduce a Bill in terms en 
franchising women, but that the Govern­
ment will not do for reasons which must 
be obvious and upon which it is not 
necessary to enlarge. The alternative 
course, and the only other course, to 
pursue, is the course we propose to adopt 
—that is, to engage in the next Session 
of Parliament, if a private Member’s 
Bill for the enfranchisement of women 
is introduced, the Government will give 
it facilities, by which I mean an adequate 
share of their time, for its reasonable 
discussion and amendment in the House. 
It must be a Bill which, corresponds to

I cannot say that I regret what has 
happened from the point of view of 
Women Suffrage. In my belief the 
opportunity which the right hon. gentle- 
man holds out next session will be a 
fairer opportunity than would have 
been possible under these conditions, for 
the reason that many of us who on gene- 
ral grounds might have supported 
Women Suffrage would have been bound 
to vote against the third reading of this 
Bill. From that point of view there is 
no serious objection to the course which 
the. right hon. gentleman suggests. I 
may say also that I, at least, have no 
doubt about the perfect good faith of 
which the right lion, gentleman has 
spoken, but I am bound to say that the 
other alternative is one in regard to 
which I do not think he has acquitted 
himself quite so satisfactorily.

DIFFICULTY FORESEEN.
As a matter of fact, the difficulty 

which has arisen was not only foreseen, 
but pointed out in some of the news- 
papers more than a year ago, and I 
really cannot understand how any 
Government, with the talent which we 
see in front of us now, could have 
failed to make it perfectly certain that 
this difficulty should not arise. I can- 
not profess to regret what has happened. 
I do not think it adds to the strength 
of the Government, and I think it will 
probably shorten the session.

Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON.
We on these benches cannot allow the 

Order to be discharged without express- 
ing an opinion as to our nosition with 
regard to the new situation which has 
arisen out of the ruling you. Sir, have 
given this afternoon. The Leader ■ of 
the Opposition in the speech he has 
made appeared to me to be much more 
concerned in scoring a party advantage 
than in putting before the House the 
seriousness of the situation so far as 
some thousands of honest women in this 
country are concerned. It may that 
the two orthodox parties in this House 
are so much at sixes and sevens with 
regard to women enfranchisement that 
the less the position is seriously faced 
the better it may be from their too 
purely party standpoint.
POSITION OF THE LABOUR PARTY

; We on these benches occupy an en- 
i tirely different position.. We are not at 
i sixes and sevens on this question. I 
[ think it can be said to our credit that, 
i not only do we stand solid and united 
| in favour of women enfranchisement, 
। but it can be said of us, as it can be 

said of no other party in this House,
(To be continued on Page 242.)
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2 Fine Novels for Suffragists

ELIZABETH ROBINS’
Powerful and Fearless Novel 6s.

WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING TO?

‘ MRS. EANGWILL in “The Suffragette.”— 
‘‘Miss Robins’ book will help. It will be a 
weapon and a goad for every Suffragist.

DAILY: MAIL.—** The strongest novel with 
a purpose ... will stir public feeling to 
its depths on the gravest of all social 
questions. 77

V. GOLDIE’S
• New Suffragist Novel - 6s.

THE DECLENSION
OF

HENRY D’ALBIAC
^TANDAJU).—“ The first charming Suf- 

fragist in fiction.”
MANCHESTER' GUARDIAN.-—“By far the best 

and liveliest of the Suffragist stories we 
have come across."

Wm. Heinemann, 21, Bedford St., W.C.

5 DOORs FROM LINCOLN’S INN House.

THE

WOMEN TAXPAYERS AGENCY
(MRS. B AYRES PURDIE, A.L.A.A.).

Recovers all Income-tax Overpaid since April 5th, 1909.
Secures Abatements and Exemptions.
Prepares Accounts for Super-Tax and Income-Tax.
Conducts Appeals before the Commissioners.
Advises on Investments in regard to Income-Tax.

References to Dr. Elizabeth Wilks, Hon. Mrs. 
Haverfield, Miss Decima Moore, and many others. 

WRITE,‘PHONE OR CALL.

Hampden House, 
Kingsway, W.C. ’ Tel. 6049 CENTRAL.

THE SUFFRAGE CLUB
3, York Street, St. James’s, S.W.

The Board of Management have decided, in view of 
the very deep interest shown in the objects of the 
Club, to enrol a further 200 Founder Members at £1 is. 
Subscription, and no Entrance Fee.

EARLY APPLICATION ADVISABLE.
‘ Members are notified that Tabled'Mote Lunch (is.6d.) 
and Dinner(2s.) are served daily. Application may 
now be made for bedroom accommodation. -

■ The Club has been formed as a Social Club for
MEN AND WOMEN

interested in the Suffrage Movement.
CONSTANT LECTURES ARRANGED.

The Suffragette.
LINCOLN’S INN HOUSE, KINGSWAY.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 1913.

PRICE ONE PENNYEVERY THURSDAY.
Obtainable at Messrs. W. I. Smith and Son, and Messrs. Wyman, ' 
and in Scotland at Messrs. Menzies, and at all Newsagents, or by 

post 6s. Od. per annum; Foreign, 8s. Sd. per annum.
IN PARIS at W. H. SMITH and Son’s, Rue de Rivoli.

NEw YORK at BRENTANO’S.
Telegraphic Address: Telephone:

"Wospolu, London." 2724 Holborn.
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Inspired by Betrayal.
T1ie Women’s Amendments have been torpedoed.
The Government have had up their sleeve a 

plan whereby, if the House of Commons should 
withstand their intrigues and should carry a 
Woman Suffrage Amendment, the Amendment and 
the Bill together would be killed. The Govern- 
ment’s plan was to say (making a hint from the 
Speaker their excuse) that by the addition of a 
Woman Suffrage Amendment the Franchise Bill 
had become a new Bill, and must be withdrawn 
and re-introduced. The effect of this would be 
to thrust the Franchise Bill, with its newly-added 
Woman Suffrage clause, outside the protection 
of the Parliament Act, and to secure that delay, 
equivalent to denial, which is a favourite weapon 
of the politicians.

As ample provision had been made to defeat the 
Women’s Amendments, by threatening splitting 
up and otherwise demoralising the Suffragist I

majority in the House of Commons, the Govern- 
ment did not anticipate that this plot of theirs 
need ever see the light of day. The Speaker, 
probed by Mr. Bonar Law, and moved perhaps 
by some sudden impulse of malice, made a prema- 
ture disclosure of the whole cowardly scheme, and 
gave the hint in question before the Government 
had expected him to do so.

The Franchise Bill has therefore beenwithdrawn, 
and a new " pledge ” has been made to women. 
This " pledge " is repudiated by all Suffragists, 
who now stand united in demanding a Government 
measure.

The new " pledge ” of the Prime Minister is 
the most fraudulent proposal ever made by a 
Minister of the Crown. If the House of Commons 
possessed even a rudimentary sense of honour, 
he would not have dared to bring forward such 
a proposal. For what does it involve ? It 
involves the entire withdrawal of that conditional 
Government support which was first promised 
five years ago, and again very solemnly promised 
in November, 1911. The performance of that 
promise of conditional support is, by the admission 
and the action of the Prime Minister himself, 
impossible. That impossibility he ought to have 
discovered before he made his " pledge." There- 
fore, he is now under a strict obligation to do, 
in the interests of Woman Suffrage, not less, but 
more than he originally promised.

The position is this. The Prime Minister’s 
" pledge" of 1908, repeated in 1911, cannot be 

. fulfilled except by introducing a Government 
measure of Woman Suffrage. Not only does the 
Prime Minister refuse to do this, but even after 
a Private Member’s Bill has passed its second 
reading, he will not give it Government support. 
That the Government propose next Session to 
introduce a measure dealing with the voting 
rights of men, accentuates the fact that they have 
withdrawn every vestige of the Government 
support for Woman Suffrage originally promised. 
Mr. Lloyd George and Sir Edward Grey, by 
acquiescing in the Prime Minister’s iniquitous 
policy, have shown themselves at last, and un- 
mistakably, in their true colours.

The Opposition leaders maintain a conspicuous 
silence on the subject of the Government’s grave 
breach of faith. Perhaps they cherish a lingering 
hope that by compounding this political felony 
they may escape from committing themselves -to 
deal more honestly with the Votes for Women 
question when their turn for office comes again.

Women harbour no illusions as to the fate of 
the proposed new Bill for Woman Suffrage. 
They know that for want of Government support 
it will be destroyed. False friends have tried 
to persuade them that success depends on whether 
they proceed by means of a separate Bill for 
Woman Suffrage, or by means of an Amendment 
to a general Franchise Bill affecting both sexes. 
This difference of procedure is not material, and 
all depends on the absence or presence of Govern- 
ment support. In this very Session, the two 
alternative methods of procedure have been 
tried, and both have failed. The Conciliation 
Bill, a separate measure, was torpedoed • the 
Women’s Amendments to a general Reform Bill 
have been torpedoed too. And here we may 
point out that from the beginning of the Suffrage 
movement until now, it has been a favourite Liberal 
trick to urge, when women were trusting to Amend-

. ments admitting them to a general Franchise 
Bill, that they ought instead to be trusting to a 
separate measure; and when they were trusting 
to a separate measure, that they ought rather to 
look forward to inclusion in a general Franchise 
Bill. To all such trickery, women now reply, 
" We demand a Government measure."

We can see with perfect distinctness the dangers 
which await the new Woman Suffrage Bill. 
They include the following - -

The House of Commons will not vote freely 
upon this Bill, any more than it did on the 
Conciliation Bill. -

Anti-Suffragist Ministers will no longer be 
under even the slight restraint involved by the 
Prime Minister's broken pledge, and Coalition 
M.P.’s will be called upon to save the Govern- 
ment from embarrassment and destruction, by 
“ ridding them of this troublesome Bill.”

The Nationalist Party, which is resolved to 
have no Woman Suffrage in this Parliament, 
will be at liberty to play a wrecking game.

The House of Commons will be told—Mr.
Balfour is telling them so already—that the 
promoters of a mere Private Member’s Bill are 
not entitled to claim the protection of the 
Parliament Act, and this will incline many not 
to give the Bill a second reading.
The unofficial, non-party “ Cabinet,” suggested 

by Mr. F. E. Smith, and joyously hailed by Mr. 
Lloyd George (a suspicious accord of views, 
betraying most plainly Mr. Lloyd George’s real, 
motives and intentions), would simply be the

Conciliation Committee under another • name. 
The idea that this " Cabinet " can succeed where 
the Conciliation Committee failed is • scouted by 
Mr. Brailsford, who says that like the torpedoed 
Conciliation Bill, the new Bill will have to face 
talk about splitting the Government, embarrassing 
the Premier, organised" ratting " led by the 

younger aspirants to office, "lobbying" by hostile
Ministers, and determined and unanimous Irish 

. opposition. " Three years of work as the secretary 
of this Committee have," says Mr. Brailsford, 
" convinced me that a free vote in this House, 
under a divided Cabinet, is a moral impossibility.”

The entire scheme, as devised by the Govern- 
ment, is an insult: to the women for whose 
acceptance it is offered. !

Last week we said that upon the defeat of the 
Women’s Amendments, the policy of Suffragists 
must be to get the Government out. That the Amend- 
ments havebeentorpedoed instead of out-voted, 
makes no difference to the situation. " Get the 
Government out ! " must still be our battle-cry. 
A heavy responsibility now rests upon the men 
electors who profess to be Suffragists. Not from 
them, any more than from Cabinet Ministers, 
can we accept mere words of sympathy. It. is 
not enough for them to argue that women ought 
to have the Vote. A determined opposition to 
the Government, with a view to thrusting them 
from office, is the duty of every man who believes 
in justice for women.

The official Labour Party is now called upon 
to make a grave decision. Mr. Henderson and 
Mr. Keir Hardie have both, in the House of 
Commons, denounced the Government’s latest 
action. Mr. Henderson declares that the Prime 
Minister has gone back on his pledge, and Mr. 
Keir Hardie denies that any Bill which is not 
supported by the Government can be successful. 
What will the Labour Members do to carry out 
the principles thus laid down ? The Annual 
Conference of the Labour Party is sitting at this 
moment. Members of the working women’s 
deputation have requested an opportunity of 
addressing that Conference, in order to ask that 
the Labour Members shall, for the sake of working- 
women’s enfranchisement, vote sleeplessly and 
relentlessly against the Government, in one 
division alter another, until they are either driven 
from office or have introduced a Woman Suffrage 
Bill. What will Labour’s answer be to this demand 1

The Labour Party stand at the parting of the 
ways. If they ignore the women’s appeal and 
continue to support the Government, they will 

. meet political ruin. If, on the other • hand, they 
decide to fight the Government in the interests 
of women, they will find salvation. Of this we 
shall speak next week, when their decision will 
have been made.

It is, however, upon women themselves that the 
issue really depends. Unless they are prepared 
to pay the price for their enfranchisement, they 
can expect, and they will get, no help from men. 
All Suffragists now stand for a Government 
measure, and an Anti-Government election policy 
follows as a natural consequence. But here, 
again, dependence on men is necessary—and 
there lies a weakness.

It is militancy that is women’s true weapon 
until they get the Vote. We notice that some 
Suffragists, converted to the necessity of a Govern- 
ment measure, are still opposed to militant 
methods, which, for some unaccountable reason, 
they describe as " the great enemy." But what 
is the alternative to militancy, we should like to 
know ? Public meetings and petitions ? Such 
methods havesurely been tried to the full. What 
more can be done in that direction ? And if it 
were done, what effect would be produced ? Will 
the non-militants tell us that ? The truth is, 
that the non-militant movement has now suffered, 
a reverse comparable to that sustained in 1884. 
Every non-militant resource has been exhausted, 
and still the enemy prevails. It is only militant 
resources that have not been exhausted.

After the defeat of 1884, when women were left 
out of the Reform Bill of that year, the Suffrage 
movement died—to be reborn twenty years 
later. But for militantmethods, the Suffrage 
movement would die to-day, and would remain 
dead until the springing-up of a new generation 
of women gifted with the courage to fight for 
their liberty.

Militancy is for women both a political weapon 
and a means of vindicating their spiritual freedom. 
While militancy is open to us we can never know 
defeat. Or shall we word it otherwise, and say, 
as said Susan Anthony, the great Suffrage pioneer, 
that “defeat is like fire in our blood”? Most 
noble saying, telling of every quality that breeds 
success!

Fortified by disappointment, and inspired by 
betrayal, the militant women shout their songs 
of triumph in the face of the enemy.

CHRISTABEL PANKHURST.
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DEMOCRACY AND THE DEAD BILL,
By GERALD GOULD.

These days are days of rejoicing for the gentlemen who 

draw their incomes from the rents of streets where every 

house is a house of shame, or of the filthy slums where 
the sweated worker, by toiling day and night, does her 
little best to keep the lords of creation in motor cars and 

cigars. Base luxury and nasty indolence, pride and 
cruelty and stupidity, falsehood and lust and mean- 

ness—all these are having their day, and making the 

most of it. The cause of freedom is. insulted, honour is 
outraged; but the House of Commons doesn’t mind. 
Is this the will of the people ? Is it thus a great nation 

expresses itself ? We know how a true democracy should 
be governed; the contrast with the way in which we are 

governed is instructive and deplorable. The process has 

been a simple one. So rapidly, under the influence of the 
self-sacrifice, the courage and the wisdom of Suffragists 
has the general feeling of the country progressed in the 
past few years, that even Members of Parliament had 

begun to wake up to the necessity of action. There was a 
distinct hope—from the Government’s point of view, a 
distinct danger—that principle would be put into practice, 
that women would be enfranchised. The thing had to be 
stopped! All along the W.S.P.U. has said that some 

sinister means of stopping it would be found. And stopped 

for the moment, by the most sinister means, it is.

Exchange and Robbery.
A brief retrospect, will show the method. By sheer 

pressure of women’s courage the Government had been 
compelled to promise facilities for the Conciliation Bill. 
They broke that promise and killed that Bill by the 
announcement of their intention to introduce Manhood 
Suffrage. But the Conciliation Bill, they said, was to be 
replaced, and even bettered, by the chance of free amend- 
ment tothe new measure. They told us; " It is never too 
late to amend." They invited us to wait and see the 
glories of the Committee stage. There has been no Com- 
mittee stage. That which was to be so much better than 
what they robbed us of is not only worse instead of better 
it is just simply nothing at all. And now they have the 
effronteryto offer us what they robbed us of in the first 
instance—to offer it as a new and precious thing I They 
killed the Conciliation Bill, and told us it was of less use 
than the " Reform " Bill • now they propose a Re-Con- 
ciliation Bill, and tell us it is of more use than the “ Reform » 
Bill ! Is the truth perhaps that, with the present unscru. 
pulous and reactionary Government in power, all three 
Bills are equally useless ?

Public and Private Morality.
One last, one pitiful plea, is left to that most timid and 

contemptible person, the Liberal stalwart. He says : 
"It is true Mr. Asquith’s position in not being able to 
fulfil his pledge is a painful one; but what can the poor 
man do ?" Well, let us assume, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that Mr. Asquith’s position was really not foreseen 
by him. What would a man of honour do if similarly 
placed in private life ? The failure to apply the ordinary 
standards of private, truthfulness, kindliness, and decency 
to public life is one of the grossest evils and darkest dangers 
of our time. If in any of the matters of everyday inter- 
course a man made a solemn promise to give a certain 
thing, and found himself prevented by circumstances, he 
would naturally give some equivalent—something which 
was obviously and unquestionably as good as the thing 
he had failed to give. There is no doubt that Mr. Asquith 
could do the same. It would mean extreme pressure on 
Parliamentary time ; but he is the last man who ought 
to complain of that. He could do it ; and he will not. 
His Suffragist colleagues could compel him; and they 
will not. The House of Commons could, at the very 
least, show some realisation of the need for honest action • 
and it will not. In God’s name, what hope or help can 
women expect to find among such men as these ?

The Speaker’s Dilemma.
Again, the peculiarities and inconsistencies in the 

Speaker’s conduct can scarcely expect to escape comment. 
I do not refer to the fact that in the opinion of Lord 
Courtney of Penwith, of Mr. Lloyd George, and of other 
experienced Parliamentarians, there is no precedent for 
his ruling; that, on the contrary, such precedents as 
there are are against sum. I refer rather to the fact that his 
own pronouncements do not fit-with each other. The 
initial tentative ruling which for all practical purposes 
killed the Franchise Bill was not asked for: it was given 
in answer to a question on a wholly different point. His 
reason for giving it unasked has been widely praised in 
the Party Press. That reason,we are told, was to spare 
useless discussion and save Parliamentary time. Well 
and good. But the Speaker could have spared much 
more discussion and saved much more time by giving his
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ruling many months ago. He has been questioned 
in the House, and he has replied, in effect, that 
it is not for him to anticipate, but only to answer 
what is asked. He can scarcely have it both ways. 
If he is never to answer a question till it arises, why did 
he actually anticipate a question in this instance ? If 
he could anticipate it in this instance, for the sake of saving 
time, why could he not do so long ago ? Was it because, 
if he had, the Anti-Suffrage Government would not 
then have been able to hold out promises to women 
until the very end of the Session, and so to say, as they 
Say now : " You see, it is a question of time, and in the 
few days left to us we cannot redeem our pledges" ? 
I bring no accusations; I only make an enquiry. I 
should be genuinely glad to have it met with a satis- 
factory and -convincing reply. I want to make the 
Speaker’s actions fit each other; but, until they do 
so fit, I suggest that the discrepancies should be taken 
into account in our estimate of the political situation.

How the Government Stand.
But, be that as it may, the Government, for whatever 

vice or whatever folly they stand condemned, at any 
rate have no way of escape from the derision of the 
civilised world and the contemptuous loathing of future 
generations. A dirty and silly work has been done by 
dirty and silly means. The political and economic 
enslavement of women is, for the present, to be continued. 
The powers in the Liberal Government, with a brutal 
and incredible cynicism, have seen to that. Posterity 
will judge them. But they are indifferent to posterity. 
Heaven judges, them. But they are unaware of the 
existence of heaven. Truth, honour, justice, are to them
vague words, signifying nothing. They 
they do. Politically, they are tyrants 
Morally, they are only imbeciles.

THE INDIGNATION
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and torturers.

FUND.

A CHALLENGE TO THE GOVERNMENT.

Every membe ‘ of the Union—and, indeed, 
every woman who desires the political freedom 
of woman—is asking herself this question:— 
" What can I do to express my burning resent- 
merit of the trick that the politicians have played 
upon women and my determination to carry on 
the agitation for Women’s (Suffrage more effectively 
than ever before ? ”

Already many women have translated their out- 
raged sense of justice into action, and as I write 
are engaged in effective warfare. Offers for active 
service are pouring in, money is being subscribed 
with which to carry on the war against the Govern- 
ment. At the meetings yesterday more than £400 
was given or promised. The special efforts that 
women are making are very touching. One 
young widow who has to leave England with her 
child to settle in Canada sends her household silver 
to be sold. Many women are promising weekly 
contributions from their wages. The young son 
of a member of Mrs. Drummond’s deputation 
sends 10s., and urges his mother to continue the 
fight. Personal jewellery comes from those unable 
to send money. At the Pavilion meeting Mrs. 
Drummond said -:—" We working women cannot 
give money but we give our lives. Many women 
in this movement give both money and life gladly.”

It is* of the utmost importance to show the 
Government that our store, both of life and money, 
is inexhaustible.

THE SUFFRAGETTE is read in every city, town 
and village of the United Kingdom. It carries 
the news of our movement all over the world. We 
want our readers everywhere to help us to create 
a great Indignation Fund with which to carry on 
our work of emancipation. England is the storm- 
centre of the woman’s movement. Our victory 
will mean the speedy success of women every­
where ; and therefore lovers of freedom in other 
lands should help us in our time of need. I 
earnestly invite all who cannot be active com­
batants themselves to send their money to our 
fighting fund.

E. PANKHURST.
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MILITANCY—WOMEN RENEW THE R WAR—A FIGHT TO A FINISH.

Policy of Guerilla Warfare 
Announced at the Conference.

OUTBREAK OF MILITANCY—MANY 
ARRESTS.

Women have been tricked again; and 
this time the trick has been of such a 
dramatic kind as to lend special force and 
point to the militancy it has challenged and 
necessitated. Deep indignation has been 
expressed with courage—-and with wisdom. 
At the women’s Conferences which filled 
the early part of the week, the political 
situation was considered ; a correspondence 
passed between Mrs. Drummond and Mr. 
Lloyd George ; and great and enthusiastic 
meetings culminated in a great and 
enthusiastic demonstration on Tuesday 
night. " General" Drummond led her 
deputation to the House of Commons, and 
was arrested, with many of her companions, 
after a desperate struggle to force an 
entrance. Window-breaking took place far 
and wide, and a reign of terror was estab- 
lished over London.

DECLARATIONS OF POLICY.
MRS. PANKHURST AT THE

PAVILION.
At the London Pavilion on Monday, Mrs. 

Pankhurst, addressing a large and passion- 
ately enthusiastic meeting, said:—
" As I came to the hall this afternoon I 

saw on a poster the words, ‘ War Again,’ 
and it seems to me that unless the unex- 
pected happens, the words for this move- 
ment are ′ War Again.’ Well, whoever 
else is unprepared, the W.S.P.U. is ready. 
(Applause.) I am not going to discuss 
whether the Government have been guilty 
of culpable negligence or of trickery; nor 
am I going to press the iron into the souls of 
those Suffragists who have been tricked. 
I am only going to say this : that this Union 
has predicted all that has happened; that 
ever since the militant movement began we 
have said a Government measure and only 
a Government measure could be trusted to 
get women their enfranchisement, and 
to-day I say, and I believe that 
most Suffragists say the same, that we 
must have a Government measure to repair 
the evil that has been done. Will the 
Government give us this ? We must make 
it impossible for them to do anything else. 
As for the ′ Suffragist ’• members of the 
Cabinet, what is their duty ? They share 
the responsibility with the Prime Minister 
and his Anti-Suffrage colleagues.

. " They are even more guilty, because it 
was their duty to see that the so-called 
pledge was adhered to in the spirit and the 
letter. Well then, their duty is to resign. 
The only way in which they can recover 
a shred of their lost honour is by resigning. 
They are the worst Anti-Suffragists of all, 
because, but for them, our more credulous 
friends would never have been duped.
" We are not going to trust to resolutions, 

or private Members’ Bills, or next Session.

Either we must have a Government 
measure, or those men who call 
themselves Woman Suffragists in the 
Cabinet must go out, or we take up 
the sword again, never to lay it down 
until the enfranchisement of the women 
of this country is won.

As to our methods—we have to face 
an enemy that has all the resources of 
government at its disposal. We are in the 
position of all those who in the struggle for 
freedom have been opposed by the forces 
of organised government. Look at Gari- 
baldi, at the great Duke of Brunswick, the 
rebellions in Mexico, the fight against the 
power of Austria, the struggles between the 
North and the South.
“ Our women have shown as much 

heroism and resource as any of these men, 
and our war is of a similar kind.

It is guerilla warfare that we declare 
this afternoon.
" While we are here, the question of what 

Parliament is going to do is being settled. 
To-night we shall be in a better position to 
make a final decision. We still hope, while

hope is possible, but we are preparing for 
the worst. Even so, we see nothing im- 
possible' or hopeless. We are getting 
ready, assured that it depends upon our- 
selves to win this fight, and that if women 
are united in their demands, full of courage 
and enthusiasm, and will go right forward, 
undeterred by the advice of false friends, 
not disheartened by the depressing counsels 
of the enemy, we shall win, and win without 
delay.”

AT THE HOLBORN TOWN HALL.
Mrs. Pankhurst repeated her afternoon’s, 

argument on the political situation, and 
explained the import of the Premier’s 
declaration, made since her afternoon 
speech. She said :—

" The farce of the Reform Bill is at a 
end, and, instead of it, we are offered 
another insult to our intelligence. We 
predicted this disaster, and said we must 
have a Government measure, or, failing 
that, the ‘Suffragist’ Members of the 
Cabinet must resign. What is the answer 
to our demands ? Next Session, facilities 
will be given for a private Member’s Bill ! 
Is there a woman in this hall who will 
accept such an offer as that ? Ladies, the 
women of to-day are not so easily taken in 
as women of the past. We are in danger of 
losing faith, not only in politicians, but in 
average men too. Men’s education has 
been so bad; they have had a different code, 
of honour as between themselves and 
women. It is our duty, in the interests of 
the race, to improve men’s sense of honour. 
There is a growing body of men who 
recognise their duty; but our duty comes 
first. It is what we are going to do in this 
crisis that matters. Mrs. Drummond has 
written to Mr. Lloyd George to say, ′ We 
wish to see you to-morrow.’ We want to 
give him a last opportunity of saving his 
soul. What the answer will be we do not 
know, but Mrs. Drummond is ready to go 
with the deputation to see Mr. Lloyd George 
again !

" Well now, what are we to do ? We are 
to make ready. This is a meeting of 
preparation.- Many women have an- 
nounced that they intend to be militant at 
the proper time and place.

“ I want to say on this platform to-night 
that I am going to be militant also.
" We have gone through various stages 

of development in this movement; we 
have allowed ourselves to be battered by 
police, and by those hooligans to whom the 
Government wishes to give the vote. 
Now, if we are to succeed we must use 
guerilla warfare. We have to fight force, 
with women’s wit; we have to take the 
enemy unawares. • One thing we regard as 
sacred, and that is human life. But, with 
that exception, we are warranted in using 
all the methods resorted to in time of war.

" When people say, ′ Why do you touch 
the property of people not responsible ? ’ 
we reply. They are responsible. They are 
all responsible unless they put a stop to the 
way in which women are being treated. 
At first, people will say to the Government, 
‘ Punish these women. But soon they will 
realise that the only way to get security is 
by giving women the vote.”

AT THE HORTICULTURAL HALL, 
TUESDAY.

After the singing of the'“Marseillaise” 
and " The March of the Women," Mrs. 
Pankhurst addressed the meeting. She 
said:—
• " To-day we know exactly where we 
stand. All that remains after all these 
months of waiting is that the Government 
will give facilities for a private Member’s 
Bill ! In fact, the pledge, illusory as it 
was, is now withdrawn altogether. The 
pledge to give Government support to the 
amendments if incorporated in the Bill is 
not extended to the private ‘ Member’s 
Bill which is suggested for next Session, 
We have information, on which we rely.

SPECK AL CABLEGRAM TO
“THE SUFFRAGETTE.”

NEW YORK SUFFRAGISTS DE- 
NOUNCE GOVERNMENT BETRAYAL

The following cablegram has Deen re- 
ceived from the Women’s Political Union 
in New York: ‘Indignation at British 
Government betrayal of Suffragists. 
Our Bill just passed New York Legis- 
lature."

that the whole plot was decided on long 
ago, even to the Speaker’s ruling.

" What is our answer to this trickery ? 
MILITANCY !

" What have other Suffragist Societies to 
offer ? They have come to our position at 
last—that a private Member’s Bill is no use' 
To-day every Suffrage Society in the 
country makes the same demand—for a 
Government measure. Let them stand 
firm. All sorts of tricks are still in the 
armoury of the enemy. It is suggested that 
a committee should be formed of Members of 
Parliament of all parties, to draft, and carry 
on to theStatute Book, a private Member’s 
Bill. It is the Conciliation Committee over 
again ! We reject the suggestion wits, 
scorn!
" The old policy of coercion and re- 

pression is again being employed against 
us. Well, we are not here to make speeches. 
The time for speeches has gone by.”

Mrs. Pankhurst then read the correspon- 
dence that had passed between Mrs. 
Drummond and Mr. Lloyd George, and 
concluded with a passionate appeal to 
women to fight against the White Slave 
Traffic, saying:— =
I say to you women who are the 

mothers of girls, if there is nothing else in 
the world that you want the vote for, you 
want it so that you may have legislation to 
protect your daughters, to force men who 
can only be made to respect women by 
force, to respect them, to value them, to 
recognise their importance just as they 
recognise their own. And so 1 say to you 
that when Mrs. Drummond decides, as she 
is going to do in a few minutes, what it is 
her duty to do, I hope there are women here 
who will not let these working women go 
alone. I hope that in this last effort of 
working women to see their rulers and 
make their demands, they are going to be 
backed up and helped along by other 
women who are prepared to share their 
dangers, to make the same sacrifices, and 
face the same consequences.”

MRS. DRUMMOND AND MR. LLOYD
GEORGE CORRESPOND.

The correspondence which passed between 
Mrs. Drummond and Mr. Lloyd .George, and 
which Mrs. Pankhurst read out in the 
course of her speech at the Horticultural 
Hall, is as follows:—

Mrs. Drummond’s Letter.
January 27, 1913.

Dear Mr. Lloyd George,
You said at the close of the interview 

we had with you and Sir Edward Grey 
and other Suffragist Ministers, that you 
would see my deputation again after the 
Women’s Amendments had been discussed.

The Amendments have been torpedoed, 
not discussed, but there is just as much, 
and even more reason why we should see 
you again. The position is most serious. 
We want to discuss with you the statement 
made in the House of Commons this after- 
noon, and other matters affecting our 
cause.

I shall be obliged if you can arrange to 
see me and my deputation some time 
to-morrow (Tuesday).— Yours faithfully,

(Signed) FLORA DRUMMOND.

Mr. Lloyd George’s Reply.
Treasury Chambers, Whitehall,

S.W.
January 27, 1913.

Dear Madam,
The Chancellor of the Exchequer desires 

me to express his regret that his engage- 
ments will not allow him at such short 
notice to receive a deputation to-morrow.

Meantime he would be very glad to 

receive any representations you may care 
to submit to him in writing.— Yours 
faithfully,

(Signed) H. G. HAMILTON.

Mrs. Drummond.

Mrs. Drummond’s Reply.
Mrs. Drummond has despatched ’ the 

following reply :—
Lincoln’s Inn House, i 

Kingsway, W.C.
January 28, 1913.

To the Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George, 
11, Downing-street,' S.W.

Dear Sir,
In reply to your letter of the 27th inst., 

I must remind you of your promise to see 
us again as soon as the fate of the Amend- 
ments was decided. —

The complete withdrawal of the Fran- 
chise Bill makes it immediately necessary 
for working women to lay before you their 
views upon the present situation, and I 
therefore beg to inform you that I, with 
the members of the deputation, intend to 
wait upon you at the House of Commons 
at eight o’clock this evening. We trust 
that you will make the necessary arrange- 
ments to receive us. — Yours faithfully,

(Signed) FLORA DRUMMOND.

Anoth r Letter from Mr. Lloyd George.
Treasury Chambers, 

Whitehall, S.W.
January 29, 1913.

Dear Madam,
In reply to your letter just received, 

I am desired by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to say that hequite agrees 
that he promised to see a representative of 
the Suffragists after the fate of the Suffrage 
Amendments was decided. This Mr. Lloyd 
George is quite ready to do, though he has 
an engagement at eight o’clock to-night 
which will prevent him from receiving 
you at that hour. Mr. Lloyd George does 
not consider than any useful purpose 
would now be served by again meeting a 
large deputation, but he would be very 
happy to see you and perhaps one or two 
other representatives at the Treasury at 
11 A.M. TO-MORROW morning for a private 
discussion.— Yours faithfully,

(Signed) H. P. HAMILTON.
Mrs. Drummond.

In reply to the above, Mrs. Drummond 
rang up the Chancellor, and demanded a 
public interview in the presence of re- 
porters. This was met by the following 
telegram:—
" House of Commons.
" Mrs. Drummond, Horticultural Hall, 

Westminster.
" Chancellor of Exchequer unable to 

receive representatives except on lines 
indicated in his letter of this afternoon.— 
HAMILTON."

THE CONFERENCE.

AN IMPRESSION BY EDITH 
AYRTON ZANGWILL.

A crowd of women stood outside Hol born 
Hall on Monday evening. Those in front 
were knocking on the locked door. It 
seemed rather symbolical. " The ‘All’s 
full, packed full," a policeman was assuring 
them. When, by a circuitous route, I 
got inside, I found that this was, indeed, 
the case. The meeting had been arranged 
before the anti-Suffrage' ruling of the 
Speaker turned Monday into the momentous 
day. The meeting-place was now too 
small for the occasion. Not only in body, 
but also in spirit, the audience would 
have filled a far vaster hall. But, indeed, 
the question of Woman Suffrage has out- 
grown every building in turn. We all know 
the hundreds of desirous ticket-buyers 
who are turned away from our Albert Hall 
meetings. Woman Suffrage even attracts 
M.P.s to Parliamentary debates. When Mr. 
Asquith made his. announcement on Mon- 
day " the House was packed." Members 
of the' Cabinet were " literally huddled 
together." Mr. Churchill had to find a 
seat on the steps—a more suitable place, 
some of us think, than the top of the 
ladder. This crowd in the House, unlike 
our Conference, had to be reinforced by a 
crowd of police outside—two thousand con- 
stables and one hundred mounted officers. 
Presum bly they were to keep the members 

in order. One could not see what other 
purpose they served.

The enthusiasm in Holborn Hall was 
what one has learnt to expect at Suffrage 
meetings. More noticeable under the cir- 
cumstances was the absence of disappoint- 
ment. But the W.S.P.U. had always said 
that Mr. Asquith’s offer had " a string to 
it,”—a string with which he will one day 
hang himself.

MRS. PANKHURST LEADS THE 
FIGHTING LINE.

Tragedy and Comedy.
The speeches at the Conference are re- 

ported elsewhere.. I will only mention a few 
outstanding points :—The burst of cheering 
that greeted . Mrs. Pankhurst’s declaration 
of militancy—the mingled dismay and 
admiration at her announcement- that 
she would lead in the fighting line—Mrs. 
Cohen’s account of the Leeds tailoresses, 
and her suggestion that irregularity in 
wages drove girls to immorality even more 
than the lowness of wages—" Morning 
and dinner-time the girl has to call at the 
factory. Each time, day after day, she’ll 
be told there is no work. By the end of the 
week she gets desperate"—Mrs. Ward 
Brown’s racy account of her interview 
with Mr. Lloyd George, and " fancy me 
washing that shirt you’ve got on for a 
penny-—Mrs. Drummond’s " Thank God 
for the Women’s Social and Political 
Union!" Indeed, that was the keynote 
of the meeting.

Nor was comedy lacking in the evening’s 
entertainment. This was supplied by those 
unfailing humourists of Scotland Yard. 
Two of these gentlemen were found sitting 
at the 'press-table; without, however, 
possessing the necessary accompaniment 
of press tickets. They politely left when 
requested to do so, but later, some one 

ened to look up, and saw their forms
y outlined through a skylight. A band 

of stewards forthwith mounted upon the 
roof, and found our two friends, smutty but 
serene. They had sought this somewhat 
unusual position, they explained, because 
they could hear better. A more ready wit 
would have suggested that they were wait- 
ing for their aeroplane to take them home. 
They showed a certain reluctance to give 
up this exalted position, but it was pointed 
out that the women were in a majority, 
and for once the physical force argument 
proved effective. .

The most striking feature perhaps, of the 
/ whole Conference was its universality.

V It was the world of women in miniature.
For at these meetings there were Foor 
women, rich women, leisured women, work- 
ing women, women of genius, ordinary 
women, beautiful women, plain women. 
I saw old ladies with white hair and 
‘‘ flappers " with curls. Chiefly, however, 
the women in the hall, as outside, were 
in their prime, say from twenty-five to 
fifty-five—the prime of working strength 
as distinguished from the forner sixteen- 
year old " prime " of sexual attraction. 
The difference among the members was 
heightened by their clothes. There were 
fur cloaks and print gowns ; neat, profes- 
sional coats and skirts, fashionable 
" creations,” fishwives’ costumes, artistic 
embroidered frocks. Some women wore 
hats, some wore no hats, and these latter had 
either a head shawl or an expensive chiffon 
scarf. I saw laundresses and ladies of title

- sitting cheek by jowl. Music-hall artistes 
and Mrs. Grundys seemed . the best of 
friends. There were Irish women, Scotch 
women, Welsh women ; factory hands from 
Lancashire, operatives from the Midlands, 
washerwomen from the East -end, leaders 
of fashion from the West-end. Indeed, the 
force of Suffrage is such that East is West 
and West is East, and here " the twain 
shall meet."

The meeting in the Horticultural Hall 
on Tuesday evening was in a grimmer 
mood. From start to finish it was tragedy. 
The audience sat breathless as Mrs. Pank- 
hurst spoke. She had had private informa- 
tion, she said, that Mr. Asquith had known 
all the time of the Speaker’s proposed 
ruling. She referred touchingly to Mrs. 
Despard’s imprisonment. There was a 
burst of indignation. Communications 
were read that had passed that day between 
Mrs. Drummond and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer; they were still passing. 
An envoy was in the outer room. Mr. 
Lloyd George would see one or two of the 
women privately, but he maintained his 
refusal to give a public audience to the 

- deputation. Then Mrs. Drummond and

Miss Sylvia Pankhurst spoke. But this 
meeting was for deeds not words. The 
little band started for the House.

Thus the Conference; ended in militancy; 
indeed, it was militancy that had given it 
depth and seriousness throughout. - It is 
true, for Mrs. Pankhurst announced it, 
that human life will be held sacred. But 
the chief gravity lies not in what the 
militants will do, but in what will be done 
to them. And, I think it is this aspect that 
is most dreaded by those in authority. 
There will be more manhandling, more 
broken lives, more shattered bodies. And 
all for what ? For a common right of 
citizenship. When this right is won it 
will seem incredible that we did not always 
possess it. And so this woman’s confer- 
ence is over, or rather, it has been adjourned. 
For now it will be carried on in prisons all 
over our land. It will be carried on by 
tortured women, with cries instead of 
speeches. Agony will once again take the 
place of argument. How long, O Lord 
how long!

THE DEPUTATION.

By a Correspondent.
The story of all the militant women’s 

deputations to the House of Commons is, 
save in details, the same. Always quiet 
heroism on the one side, brutality on the 
other. On Tuesday, a grey, wet, depressing 
evening saw Mrs. Drummond lead out her 
brave working women to protest against 
the most cynically shabby trick ever 
perpetrated ■ even by this Government. 
Almost at once Mrs. Drummond was 
seized, and, in the attempt to disengage 
her from Miss Sylvia Pankhurst’s arm, a 
policeman handled her so roughly that she 
fell to the ground in a dead faint. She 
lay there unconscious, the police refusing 
either to assist or to arrest her. At last 
Miss Sylvia Pankhurst and one other 
woman succeeded in raising her, and helped 
her onwards. The whole deputation con- 
tinued to press forward, till it was finally 
broken up by the cordon of police stretched 
across Parliament-square. Mrs. Drum- 
mond, her purpose not in the least shaken 
by the terrible treatment she had received, 
succeeded in getting through, and finally 
she and a few others were arrested at the 
very entrance to the lobbies. The protests 
of the rest of the women were made 
persistently and heroically in various ways 
and over a wide area. A large and ugly 
element of hooliganism was apparent in 
the crowds that surged round the precincts 

। of Westminster, but the women were aided 
and protected by their many sympathisers. 
No better lesson in the necessity of sex 
equality and the possession of political 
power by women, could have been imagined 
than the spectacle which Trafalgar-square 
presented at one point during the evening 

—the spectacle of thoughtless and brutal 
men, most of them those idle youths whom 
Mr. Asquith is so anxious to enfranchise, 
booing and jostling the resolute and 
courageous women. So ugly did the aspect 
of the crowd become that the more decent 
of the police intervened. The police plan, 
obviously, was to scatter the women and, 
by breaking their ranks, to break their 
spirit. A more futile plan could scarcely 
be imagined. Brute force succeeded, of 
course, in keeping back most of the deputa- 
tion from the House itself; but, singly or 
in twos and threes, the women continued 
the struggle, and the deputation of working- 
women will be remembered as a splendid 
and, in its final effect, successful demons- 
tration of women’s resolve to win their

1 rights.

QUESTION IN THE HOUSE.
In the House of Commons on Wednes- 

day—
Mr. Newman, who asked Colonel Seely 

whether, in view of the danger caused 
to other parts of the metropolitan area 
by the concentration of large bodies of 
the police force for the protection of 
individuals occupying this building (the 
Houses of Parliament) and the addi- 
tional work thereby thrown - on mem- 
bers of the force, he would authorise, if 
applied for, the services of such units of 
the Territorial force as might volunteer 
for picket or sentry duty in the pre- 
cincts of Westminster, received an em­
phatic negative from the Secretary of 
State for War.

MRS. DRUMMOND’S TRIAL.
“NOTHING ELSE FOR IT BUT 

WAR TO THE KNIFE.”

Mrs. Drummond appeared before the 
magistrate at Bow-street Police Court on 
Wednesday, charged with obstructing the 
police in the execution of their duty.

Mr. Muskett, prosecuting on behalf of 
the Crown, stated that Mrs. Drummond 
was arrested at St. Stephen’s entrance to 
the House of Commons at twenty minutes 
past eight on Tuesday night. Mrs. Drum- 
mond had requested the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to receive a deputation at 
8 o’clock; the Chancellor declined to see 
them that night, but had expressed his 
willingness to receive Mrs. Drummond 
and one or two other women privately on 
the following morning. This offer was 
rejected.

Superintendent Wells said that Mrs. 
Drummond and about twenty other ladies 
were permitted to make their way through 
the cordon of police near St. Margaret’s 
Church and proceed to Parliament-square. 
At St. Stephen’s entrance the party was 
met by Inspector Rogers, who advised 
them to withdraw. This the women 
refused to do, and tried to force their way 
through the cordon of police, so that it 
became necessary to arrest them.

At about 11 o’clock the wome arrested 
were liberated on bail.

Mrs. Drummond's Speech.
Mrs. Drummond, addressing the magis- 

trate, claimed the privilege of being 
treated as a criminal and being allowed to 
speak. " This is what I want you to 
allow me to tell you, and do not interrupt 
and say you have nothing to do with it; 
you have everything to do with it. You 
are all playing, as it were, a game of chess; 
you are all in the game, you are all hire- 
lings. We are sorry for your position ! 
When I reached the cordon of police at 
St. Margaret’s Church I was in a pitiable 
state. As I turned from the Horticultural 
Hall into Rochester-row, I was badly 
treated by a policeman who twisted me 
in some way, and the agony of the twist 
sent me into a bad faint. As you know, 
I am not a delicate person. The police- 
man then let me drop like alog, face down- 
wards, on the pavement, not realising, 
perhaps, that I was in a faint.”

Mrs. Drummond, continuing, said that 
Mr. Lloyd George had insulted the deputa- 
tion. " Surely out of the whole evening 
he could have seen us," she declared. 
" The reason we could not accept the 
Chancellor's offer to meet at 11 o’clock this 
morning was that many of the deputation 
had to return home. We feel that the 
Government have insulted us abominably, 
and there is nothing else for it but war to 
the knife. I suppose you have to do your 
dirty work like the rest of them. I am 
speaking very straight; I have a reputa- 
tion for that. Probably you are instructed, 
or have made up your mind, to sentence 
me. As leader of the deputation I want to 
say that you will have to face a good deal, 
or else Mr. Lloyd George must resign his 
post. You know the whole thing is a 
farce. Well, then, be honest and say: 
‘ I refuse, Mr. Lloyd George, to do the 

I dirty work for you? ”
। Sir Albert de Rutzen sentenced Mrs. 
Drummond to pay a fine of 40s., and 7s. 6d. 
for doctor’s attendance.

Mrs. Drummond : " Fine 1 I won’t pay 
any fine. You are going to get no money 
out of me!"

The magistrate : . “ Very well, then, 
fourteen days in the second division, of 
course."

Mrs. Drummond: “ In the second divi- 
sion ! You ought to be ashamed of your- 
self. First division, is it not ?”

The magistrate ; "I have nothing more to 
say."

Mrs. Drummond: " Well, you know what 
it means—hunger strike !"

Mrs. Drummond was then removed from 
the Court. —

POLICE COURT SENTENCES.

Miss Charlotte Hay and Miss Elsie 
Evans, 14 days.

Miss Robina Macleod and Miss Grace 
Williams, 20s. and 1s. 3d. damage, or 
ten days in the second division. ,

Miss Athel Tollemache and Mrs. 
Lilian Forester, 20s. and 5s. damage, 
or seven days in the second division.

Mrs. Pleasance Pendred’s trial was 
adjourned for a week. Miss Mabel 
Scholefield was committed to Sessions. 
- Margaret James was remanded to the 
Dessions, and refused to accept bail.
- Miss Clara Lambert, Miss Alice 
—lewhellin. Miss Alice Smith, and Miss 
Clara Thomas remanded for a week.

For OBSTRUCTING the Police.—Nurse 
Huntingdon, Miss May Gray, and Mrs. 
Rearson, 40s., or 14 days in the second 
division. Miss Elsie Holton, 403. or 14 
days.

Miss Ethel Hatten remanded for a 
week.
—ATTACK on PILLAR-BOX.—Miss Grace 
—ith Burbridge remanded for a week.

Miss Sylvia Pankhurst . was also 
arrested in connection with the political 
protest. Her case was adjourned for a 
week in order to get legal advice

Other prisoners remanded for a week 
were Ethel Beckett and Mrs. Russell.

THE BOW STREET TRIALS 
IMPRESSIONS OF AN ONLOOKER.

The monotonous procedure of the 
ordinary police-court is by this time 
well known to the majority of those who 
belong to the woman’s movement. The 
trials at Bow-street on Wednesday dif­
fered little in outward surroundings 
from those that have so often preceded 
them. There was the same long, dreary 
wait while drunk and disorderly cases 
and charges of cruelty to animals were 
dealt with, and then, as always when 
the women’s trials begin, the whole 
atmosphere of the place was suddenly 
changed. The brooding fog of petty, 
selfish law-breaking seemed to lift as 
General Drummond walked briskly into 
the dock, erect and cheerful, in spite 
of the mauling she had received from 
the police the night before. The mono- 
tony which had characterised the 
earlier proceedings vanished.

"That hour was rejected? ′ asked 
Mr. Muskett of Superintendent Wells, 
with reference to the women’s deputa- 
tion to Lloyd George, but the latter had 
no time to reply. “Rather!” inter­
jected the General emphatically, and 
an inaudible but very tangible wave of 
sympathy swept through the court—felt 
again when General Drummond made 
her stirring appeal to Sir Albert de 
Rutzen to resign rather than do Lloyd 
George’s dirty work.

One point was noticeable throughput 
—i.e., the change in the attitude of 
both officials and spectators to the 
women in the dock. The universal dis- 
gust felt by all fair-minded men and 
women at the shameful trickery of the 
Government was undoubtedly largely 
responsible for this sympathetic under- 
standing, as well as the frank and gal­
lant bearing of the women themselves, 
and the cogent reasons they gave for 
their presence there. No one in the 
court could listen unmoved to the plea 
of a mother who, after defending 
herself with calmness and skill, nearly 
broke down as she spoke of the dangers 
to which little girl-children (her own 
among them) are exposed in the streets 
of the cities of this so-called Christian 
England. And those brave women, 
comfortably of themselves, who stood 
in the dock for what they had done on 
behalf of their poor sweated and ex- 
ploited sistersput the whole case'for 
the woman's movement in a nutshell 
when they asserted: ' We must get the 
vote to help them to better conditions, 
and there seems to be no other way of 
doing it."
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WINDOW BREAKING.—Miss Margaret 
McFarlane, Miss Marie Niell, Mrs. 
Norah Newton, Miss Evelyn Cotton 
Haig, Miss Dora Leigh, and Miss 
Lena Cobden Hirst, 40s. or one month’s 
imprisonment in the second division.

Miss Isabella Scott and Mrs. Nancy 
Norton, 40s. or 14 days’ imprisonment 
in the second division.

STOP PRESS.

Miss Annie Henney's application, as 
a member of the Working Women's 
Deputation, to address the Annual 
Conference of the Labour Party, has 
been refused.
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that the more women we could have se-

whole of this party have been and the 
more salisfod would those whom we yo.
present in the country have been.
want to turn attention to the state-
ment just made by the Prime Minister 
So far as I have been able to follow
the course of events, I believe the 
Prime Minister, — 
opposition to women enfranchisement, 
has done his very best to give effect to 
the pledge he has not only made, but 
reiterated time and again to deputa- 
— ______ when they have
approached the Government on this

notwithstanding

Ministon
proposal hemade at the end of his
statement set forththe future inten-

think he quite kept up to the standard 
he has all through this business set.

of the pledge which the Prime Minister 
We must not undervalue thegave. .....------------------ ------------------- —

osition it has created in the country.
want to remind the House of the use

again by Members of the Government 
in order to carr with the Government
in its programme the great mass of non- 
militant women. 1 Want 10 ca| afton-

provides a better opportunity than Women 
Suffrage has ever yet had of making real 
progress in the House of Commons.
Compare that statement with the state-
ment the Prime Minister has just made 
as to the intention of the Government
to redeem the pledge by allowing a pri- 
ate Member next Session the neces-

sary time to introduce a Suffrage Bill. 
Is that the redemption of the pledge? 
I want the House to notice that if a
private Member introduces the Bill he 
has got to be responsible for it until 
it goes to another place. I think the 
Prime Minister gives assent to that. ] 
could quite have understood if, in his 
statement to-day, the Prime Minister 
had said, “ in order to give effect to my 
pledge, a pledge made in the name of 
the Government, we will afford time for 
the Second Reading of the Bill.”

The PRIME MINISTER: So I did.
Mr. A. HENDERSON--— -- ------------------ Yes, but we say, 

“Afford time for the Second Reading 
of the Bill, and if the Bill succeeds in 
obtaining a Second Reading by a 
majority of the House, our position will 
then be what it would have been durin 
the present week if a Suffrage amend- 
ment had been carried by the House.” 
The pledge, as we understood it, was 
that the Government would take charge 
of the amended Bill and hold to
the amended Bill in this House, 
in the other House during the necessary 
time to carry it into effect under the 
Parliament Act. "" * ‘ *That is the inter-
pretation we placed upon the pledge, 
but to say, that not only shall private 
Member introduce the Bill,

Second Reading, and risk all 
that may be played durin 
mittee stage of the Bill-------

Mr. GOULDING : Tricks I
Mr. A. HENDERSON:

do not withdraw the word.
well aware of what has beeni going on in 
— —-— --------- —— ... the Lobbies
during the past two or three months. 
Every member on this side of the House 
knows-------

the Smoke Room and in

Cabinet
Ministers have been busying themselves 
more during the last six or eight weeks 
than-I have 1 *known----in the 
cordiality and friendship they have 
shown to every Member who was sus 
pected of being sufficiently ...... 
kneed to listen to their tales about the 
embarrassment of His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment.

-- - working quite hard 
as the Colonial Secretary, those on the 
other side of the question who have 
been making these statements that the 
pledge of the Prime Minister------ -(Inter-

about to say that those 
Cabinet Ministers who on the other 
side of the question had not been work- 
ing so hard as some of us who are with 
them with regard to Woman Suffrage 
would have liked to have seen them 
work,. and who have been making these 
statements to deputations that this Bill 
afforded a better opportunity than we 
had ever had before, expect us to-day 
to be content with the Prime Minister’s 
statement made in their name, made, 
I assume, in the names of all the

Members of the Cabinet. They expect 
us to be satisfied with this fulfilment 
of this important pledge-—that a pri- 
vate Member shall carry the whole re- 
sponsibility of the Bill from its intro- 
duction until the time it leaves this

NOT A FULFILMENT OF THE 
PLEDGE.

House. I protest that this is not a ful- 
filment of the pledge.I was hopeful, 
in spite of the speech delivered on 
Friday by the Colonial Secretary, that 
having a strong desire to carry out 
their pledge honourably and having 
denied the women this golden oppor- 
tunity—I have in my hand speeches by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, by 
the Foreign Secretary, and by the 
Solicitor-General-------

Sir A. MARKHAM : They have not

Mr. A. HENDERSON: I am speaking of 
the statement made by the Prime 
Minister on behalf of the Govern- 
__________..... If there was a desire 
to give full effect to the honourable 
pledge made it seems to me that nothing 
short of the Government making them-

THE GOVERNMENT MUST BE 
RESPONSIBLE.

responsible—(Hon. Members : 
"Oh!”). I may be wrong, but

. " "„ sincere when I say 
that nothing short of the Government 
making themselves responsible for a 
Bill which includes the women would, it 
seems to me, meet the case and the 
expectations which have been created. 
But, if they will not go so far as that, 
surely we have a right to expect—and I 
hope it is not too late—the Government 
even now to reconsider their position to 
this extent: That after this private 
Member has been provided with the time, 
the Government should, providing the 
Bill meets their demands as laid down in 
the speech of the Prime Minister and 
the House gives it a Second. Reading, 
assume charge of the Bill. The Prime 
Minister dissents. - Then all I have

I am perfectly

conclusion, is that
fail to see that this pledge which has 
been hawked about the country, the 
ledge by which the non-mil it ants were 

quiet-—hon. Members object to 
that statement, but surely it is a very 
reasonable one to make; it is true that the 
non-militants have been resting on the 
. discharge of this pledge, and 
to that extent they had been kept quiet 
—and they have gone about the country 
to meeting after meeting, saying, "We 
believe that the Prime Minister is 
going to carry out in letter and in 
spirit this pledge.’

Sir A. B. MARKHAM : And so he has.

NO PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL.
Mr. A. HENDERSON: I venture to say 

that to ask a private member to be re- 
sponsible for this Bill, when, in the pre- 
sent case the Government were them- 

to take the responsibility 
one of the three

complete (

immediately
carried. would

from that time hold that responsibility 
till the Bill passed, under the Parlia- 
ment Act, on to the Statute Book, I 
venture to say it cannot be accepted 
that they are discharging their pledge 
by throwing the onus on a private mem- 
ber to see the Bill right through all its 
stages to the other House. I hope, 
therefore, the House will recognise that 
we have a right to press the matter still 
further and to ask the Government 
itself to take charge of the Bill after it 
has succeeded in getting a second read- 
ing. From that point the Government 
should be responsible for its passing into

LORD ROBERT CECIL.
The hon. Member has made a very 

powerful appeal to the Government to 
carry out the full effect and meaning 
of the pledge of the Prime Minister, and 
I propose, before I sit down, to say a 
few words upon that matter. The hon. 
Member’s suggestion that after the Bill 
has been read a second time it might 
receive the assistance of the machinery 
of the Government as well as time, is 
well worth consideration. The first 
thing that strikes me about the situa- 
tion is the extraordinary mess Parlia­
ment has got into entirely through the 
operation of the Parliament Act. But 
for that ill-starred and unfortunate 
piece of legislation we should never have 
been in the situation of having to dis- 
cuss, for the first time, a matter of such 
vital importance at the end of the 
month of January, and at the end of a 
session which has already lasted nearly 
twelve months.

The next thing that strikes me very 
forcibly about the situation is that the 
question of Women Suffrage is one of 
the first importance. Here you have 
. ----- which has destroyed a 
Government Bill. I am not at all 
astonished. that this particular method 
of dealing with the question has mis-

carried. I never believed it was pos- 
sible to deal with it in the way the 
Government proposed. I have always 
said that it was a wrong way of 
going about the business, and that is 
why I do not agree with the hon. Mem- 
ber for Barnard Castle. I do not think 
it is possible for the Government to in- 
troduce a Bill and make themselves re- 
sponsible for a proposal such as Women 
Suffrage if the Prime Minister regards 
it as a national disaster.

The PRIME MINISTER: That phrase 
has often been imputed to me, but I

of the Prime Minister, and I would tell 
the women that, as far as I am con- 
cerned, they have nothing whatever to 
hope from this Parliament, that they 
must adopt some other method for 
achieving their end, that they must 
proceed to organise effectively their 
political forces, but that as long as this 
House is in being they have no chance 
of receiving that justice which has 
been so frequently promised them.

never used it.
Lord ROBERT CECIL I believe the

actual words were, " a political mis- 
take of a. very disastrous character.” I 
am quite ready to give the Prime Minis- 
ter the benefit of the distinction between 
these two phrases. I will simply say I 
do not believe that , any Government 
measure containing a proposal which, 
in the opinion of the Prime Minister, is 
"a political mistake of a very disas- 
trous character,” will ever reach the 
Statute Book. Therefore, in my judg- 
ment, if Women Suffrage had got over 
this particular difficulty the Bill would 
have certainly been wrecked under this 
procedure sooner, or later. I am glad 
that we are going to return to the 
franker and more candid system 
adopted in the Conciliation Bill. 
I hope that that system will - not be 
departed from again.

WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT 
PROPOSAL?

What is the proposal of the Government ? 
It is that we are to have the Bill introduced 
by those who thoroughly believe in it and 
who continue to believe in it; they will 
frame it in the way which they think best 
in the interests of the public and most 
feasible In view of the Parliamentary 
situation. I quite agree with the hon. 
Member for Barnard Castle that the 
difficulties in the way of a private Mem- 
ber or of a private organisation under 
our party system are very great; I do 
not underrate them. You are always 
exposed to subterranean currents which 
have their origin in the Whips’ rooms । 
on both sides of the Lobby ; you never 
know what is going on. I feel the enor- 
mous advantage of the Bill being in 
charge of those who believe in it. I 
believe that is a tremendously good 
thing if the House will only treat this 
subject fairly. If hon. gentlemen who 
have given pledges in favour of Women 
Suffrage have changed their opinions, 
in heaven’s name let them get up and 
say so.

CAUSES OF MILITANCY.
It is all very well to denounce the 

militancy of militant women ; conceive 
what any body of men would have done 
if they had been treated in the way women 
have been. It would not have been a 
casual outrage; it would have been an 
insurrection. You would certainly have 
had riots. It was the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster who pointed out 
that men under similar circumstances 
burnt down Nottingham Castle. - I 
have said quite openly the spoiling of 
letters in letter-boxes and the breaking 
of windows are very regrettable and in- 
defensible, but my objection to them is 
quite as much that they are utterly silly 
and futile. I disapprove of violence 
altogether; I hate lawlessness. But if 
you are to have it you must have it on 
the same scale as you have had it when 
men are suffering under serious politi­
cal grievances. I am not defending 
that kind of violence; I hate it, and 
would do all I could to suppress it; I 
have never said I was in favour of any 
form of law-breaking in my life. That 
being so, and holding th at view as strongly 
and as vehemently as any Member in this 
House, I repeat that you have no right 
to treat women in the provocative and 
treacherous way in which they have been 
treated, in fact, by the procedure in this 
House. I protest in the strongest possible 
way against it.

. With those qualifications and reserva­
tions. I am prepared to say that if hon. 
Members who pretend to be in favour 
of this measure will stick to their 
pledges, I have very little doubt that 
the plan suggested by the Prime Minis- 
ter will really afford a serious and 
honest, opportunity of carrying out the 
right hon. gentleman's pledge. I my- 
self deeply regret the position in which 
we find ourselves; I know of no ques- 
tion which has given greater causefor 
distrust in our Parliamentary institu- 
tion to a large section of the popula- 
tion. But, for my part, if I thought 
that we were to be met next Session 
by a similar unfortunate incident—I 
am quite ready to admit that it was a 
pure accident in this case—but if next 
session it were found - impossible : for 
this matter to be decided by the House 
of Commons on its merits, then for 
my part, I would reject the proposal

Mr. F. E. SMITH.
I do not rise with the intention of 

making any considerable contribution 
to the debate which has so unex- 
pectedly, arisen, but merely with the 
object, if it be possible, of obtaining 
a little more light upon the proposal 
indicated by the Prime Minister in 
reference to next session. Speaking 
with relevance, to what the Prime 
Minister has indicated as being the in- 
tent ion of the Government, as I under- 

. stand it, he has stated that in the next 
session of Parliament an opportunity 
will be given to a private Member to 
introduce a Bill dealing with this topic. 
On that point it appears to me that 
some additional information is desir- 
able. In the first place, it is quite ob- 
vious that a great deal depends upon 
the form in which these proposals are 
brought forward. The right hon. gen- 
tleman said very clearly, if I under- 
stood him aright, that it would be a 
condition of the concession of the facili- 

ties of which he spoke that the Bill 
should be brought forward in an amend- 
able form—that is to say, if in its in- 
ception the Bill should be introduced 
in a limited form, it must be extensible 
in Committee. I should like to know, 
and this matter can easily be explained, 
who is to determine the form in which 
the proposal in the Bill for next ses- 
sion is to. be brought forward? The 
Parliamentary fortunes of the Bill may 
very likely depend altogether on the 
form in which it is first introduced.

A SUGGESTION.
I would make a suggestion on that 

point which I hope he may think not 
unworthy of his consideration. On 
this question it is quite obvious that 
you may eliminate altogether where 
any of us sit in this House. With the
exception of the Labour party, who, I 
understand, are all in favour of it, we 
all differ. So far as these proposals are 
concerned, there are two parties; the 
first ‘ is in 
cession of

favour 
votes to

partie 
f the

women, 
to the

con- 
and 
con-the other is opposed -- __ ___ _ 

cession of votes to women. My sugges-
tion is this:

A NON-PARTY COMMITTEE.
Let those who, in the noble lord's 

phrase, desire this change form 
a Committee, almost as if they were a 
Government, almost as if they were a 
Cabinet, and let them decide among 
themselves what scheme they intend to 
bring forward—what scheme they think 
they can recommend to the greater 
number of the House of Commons. 
Let those who are in favour of it attempt 
to carry it through, and those who are
against it, resist it like a regular Opposi­
tion. That would, I think, be 
extremely convenient course, 
would test the real feeling or vaio 
House as nothing else would test it. 
Someone made an observation on the 
subject of the closure. It is obvious

and
an 
it

of the

that if the responsibility for a measure 
of this kind were undertaken by the 
Government of the day they would 
have it in their power to give assist- 
ance to those who were forwarding the 
measure, either ' by a resolution impos- 
ing the guillotine or by the closure on 
individual occasions. Surely the right 
method of dealing with that is not in­
deed to authorise those who were criti- 
cising such a measure to attempt to 
destroyit by obstructive methods, 
though I greatly hope no such methods 
will be adopted, but still, facing them 
as a Parliamentary possibility, surely 
the best method of dealing with them 
is to enable those who are supporting 
this measure and attempting to carry 
it through the House of Commons to
obtain
obtain

the 
the

Closure 
consent

if they 
of the Ithe

The Government, as a Government, if I 
understand the Prime Minister aright, 
were pledged to carry, forward a 
measure, using for that purpose all the 
strength of the Government and all 
the resources of theGovernment, 
which half, the Members of the 
Government believe to be disastrous 
to the interests of the country. I hope 
it is only necessary to state that pros- 
pect to show how utterly unworkable it 
would have been found in practice. Such 
things cannot be done.

CABINET DIFFERENCES.
I listened to every word of the most 

excellent and witty speech of ‘ the
Colonial 
with the

Secretary the other day
greatest approval and

admiration, and ■ we anticipated with 
a degree of - pleasure not less ex- 
treme the reply of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. But if that kind of thing 
happens in the very first week of the 
novel position; in which we find our- 
selves, really where should we have been 
in three months—and this thing has got 
to go on for two years. As I understand 
it, what the Prime Minister means—and 
this is the most important point of all— 
is that when the Bill is introduced in 
the next session of Parliament all 
Ministers are free to go their own way, 
and if that proposal should be carried 
by a majority in the House of Commons 
all Ministers are equally free thereafter 
to use such means as conscientiously 
they believe to be required.

The PRIME MINISTER assented.
Mr. F. E. SMITH : Under these cir- 

cumstances, I can only say, as a very 
strong opponent of this proposal, that I 
believe we have now arrived, almost for 
the first time, at a real prospect of 
testing at an early date the real feeling 
of the House of Commons, and I wel- 
come the statement made by the Prime 
Minister.

the 
the

Leader

MR. LLOYD GEORGE, 
have gathered from the speeches of 
noble, lord (Lord Robert Cecil) and 

right hon. gentleman (Mr.
E. Smith), and also from the

on the
has been
Minister

of the
whole.

Opposition, 
the course

outlined by the

that, 
which 
Prime

is one which commends

cannot have any effect upon the life of 
the Government, and it cannot have any 
en't upon the position of any indivi- 
dual Member of the Government, be- 
cause they will be perfectly free to vote 
upon the issue.

1 May I also point this out to my hon. 
friends below the gangway, that even 
assuming there were a General [Election 
before the Bill eventually went through, 
this is a Bill which would not be affected 
by the particular* Government that came 
into power after the General Election. If 
it were incorporated in the Government 
Bill, if you had a different Government 
in . power, the Bill i would go and the 
amendments incorporated with it would 
go with it, but if it is a Bill standing 
by itself, assuming it is carried in the 
first or second session, and that some- 
times happens-—the Government was de- 
feated—there would be a General Elec- 
tion, a different Parliament would come 
in and a different Government and the 
Bill would bereintroduced a third time, 
and the complexion of the Parliament 
and of the Government which happened 
to be in power would not affect its fate 
in the slightest degree.

THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY.

One thing is quite clear. You cannot, 
after the experience of the last few 
days, ask members of the Government 
to accept responsibility for a measure 
on which they profoundly disagree, and 
my hon. friends may take that into 
account. The hon. Member (Mr. A. 
Henderson) says truly that it • is more 
difficult for a private Member to get a 
Bill through than for a Government. 
The difficulties are of two kinds. The 
first is the difficulty which is experienced 
as far as time is concerned, and it is 
time that, in the vast majority of cases, 
defeats the measures of private Mem- 
bers. There the Government assists 
them by saying, " We will give you such 
time as is adequate to carry your Bill 
through.'

Mr. Leach: In the second session ?
Mr. LLOYD GEORGE: Certainly, the 

same facilities will be given in the 
second session, if it is rejected else- 
where, as in the first session. The 
Prime Minister said, " any subsequent 
session.' Therefore the difficulty with 
regard to time has been disposed of en- 
tirely.

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE: I am very glad 
the hon. gentleman has put that ques- 
tion. It is successive sessions. Then 
the hon. gentleman says it depends 
upon the ballot, and that suffragists 
might not succeed in getting a place in 
the ballot. It does not depend upon 
the ballot. The Government have 
guaranteed to : find whatever time. is 
necessary to obtain the free and un- 
fettered decision of the House on this 
question standing alone.
I am convinced, like the noble lord 

(Lord Robert Cecil), that this is far 
away the best method of obtaining, a 
clear issue, and I am perfectly certain, 
having regard to Mr. Speaker's ruling, 
that it is the only method which is 
available for us to enable us to do so.

MR. BALFOUR.
rising, said: There was one little inter- 
change of ideas between the right hon. 
gentleman and somebody sitting below 
the gangway which I am ’ sorry to 
say I did not quite . catch. ' Some- 
thing was said of machinations in con- 
nection with Women Suffrage. I must 
say that I thought no one was better 
qualified to talk about machinations 
than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
because, I think, he has indulged in 
machinations, but he had the indiscre- 
tion to boast of their success. I think 
it was he who talked of the Conciliation 
Bill being torpedoed. If he had not 
torpedoed the Conciliation Bill we should 
have had exactly, as I understand it, 
what he now wishes. He tells us that he 
has for many weeks been a convert to 
the view that you never could have a 
fair issue upon a general Franchise Bill 
into which a Women Suffrage Amend- 
ment was introduced, or attempted to 
be introduced. Well, it was he who 
compelled that course to be taken. He, 
and he only, prevented a fair issue by 
his machinations. It was he, and he 
only, by his machinations who prevented 
that question coming before the House 
of Commons in a perfectly clear, and 
specific form. I will not pursue that 
matter further. I would not have re- 
ferred to it but for the introduction 
of the word “machinations.” The 
question I wish to ask is this. I agree 
with those who think that you cannot 
get a fair issue upon this question in 
this, or indeed in any other. House if 
you mix up the question of Women Suf- 
frage with other questions. Nothing 
whatever would induce me to vote for 
the Third Reading of the Bill which has 
just been abandoned, even if Women 
Franchise had been dealt with exactly 
on the line which would commend itself 
to me. That is not a fair position in 
which to put those who agree with me. 
From his own particular point of view, 
every Member of the House is in very 
much the same embarrassing position.

I AGREE WITH THE COURSE 
SUGGESTED.

Therefore I agree that the course 
suggested by the Government is the 
course far most likely to give a clear 
issue to the House on the question of 
Women Suffrage. Leaving absolutely 
on one side the merits of this particular 
case, on which my views are known, may 
I be allowed as one deeply interested 
in the procedure of the House to elicit 
a reply from the Government, or, at all 
events, to use the information they have 
already indicated to us? There is just 
one word of caution and warning to the

that a private Member's Bill, if it _ 
controversial, has no earthly chance o. 
passing all the stages which we require' 
a Bill to go through. For that very 
reason we give extraordinary facilities 

1 for introducing a Bill and for passing 
its Second Reading, because we know 
that if it is controversial it cannot get 
any further. It will be destroyed in 
Committee upstairs or destroyed on 
Report, or settled in some other way. 
But how great are those special privi- 
leges! A private Member can introduce 
a Bill without making any speech at all, 
however important the Bill and however 
far it should go towards upsetting the 
Crown and Constitution. I want to 

. know whether the Government think 
this Bill should be introduced as a 
private Member's Bill? In the second 
place—and this is much more important 

, —I want to know whether it is going to 
have the privileges of a private Mem- 
ber's Bill up to the Second Reading? 
This is not a question of the Standing 
Orders of the House, as the first ques- 
tion is. It is a question of the practice 
of the House and of the view that suc- 
cessive Speakers have taken of the privi- 
leges which ought to be accorded to 
private Members. Will the Govern- 
ment, while giving" the time of the 
House for this as a Government Bill, 
propose on the First and Second Read- 
ing, and that it should be treated as a 
Government Bill, that it should be 
treated with all the pomp and circum- 
stance of debate as a Government Bill 
with time before it?

WILL THE CLOSURE BE APPLIED ?
The third question is as regards a 

later stage : are the Government going 
to give time to this Bill ? Are they 
going, in addition to other privileges, 
to give the privilege of the guillotine? 
Is the Prime Minister going to come 
down to propose a Gag Resolution? Is 
the Committee, of which I. suppose I 
shall be a member—I do not know 
whether the right hon. gentleman the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer is going to 
be the Chairman of the Committee— 
going to propose through his authorita- 
tive mouth a question of Closure, gag by 
compartment,, or any other of the 
modern expedients for hastening legis- 
lation?

(Mr. Balfour then spoke of the dan- 
gerous precedent which would be set up 
were the Parliament Act made to 
apply to a Bill introduced by a private 
Member.) •

I agree with the Prime Minister that 
the only course open to you is to give 
time for this measure. That in my 
opinion carries one consequence with it, 
that all the precautiors upon which this 
House insists shall sui round a Govern- 
mant measure shall surround t is mea- 
sure.

SIR EDWARD GREY.
I rise only, to reply as far as I can 

to the questions which the right hon. 
gentleman has just put. As far as 
the Government are concerned, we are 
bound by our past pledges. The Prime 
Minister has promised on behalf of the 
Government that if Women Suffrage 
was put into the Government Bill by 
the House of Commons after a per- 
fectly free vote, that should then pro- 
ceed as part of the Bill with all the 
privileges and all the force which go 
behind a Government Bill. We have 
been debarred from giving effect 
to that opportunity by circum- 
stances over which we have had 
no control, and which we had not fore- 
seen. But if we are to make another 
opportunity, I think we should be false 
to our pledges if we made that oppor­
tunity one in which the measure of 
Women Suffrage, which was no longer 
to become part or to have a chance of 
becoming part of a Government Bill, 
was yet to be placed in a position inferior 
to such a Bill. I think it follows that 
in giving the pledge for a separate 
Women Suffrage Bill, which is not a 
Government Bill, and is not going to 
become a Government Bill, it should 
have time for the majority of the House 
to express its opinion upon it. I think 
it follows that the majority of the 
House, if they do sanction the Bill, 
must have the same opportunity and 
privileges that would be afforded if it 
were a Government Bill. Until the Bill 
is passed for the first time, the Parlia- 
ment Act has no effect upon it. It is 
only when it comes before the House 
of Commons for a third time that it 
rests, not with the Government, but 
with the House of Commons, to decide 
whether the Parliament Act is to have 
effect upon it, or not. That is the 
proper time, I think, for the right 
hon. gentleman to raise his point.

NOT A GOVERNMENT MEASURE.
The Women Suffrage Bill is not going 

to be a Government measure. It is & 
measure which will be the measure of 
the majority of the House of Commons.

itself to all sections of opinion on 
this question on the other side of the 
House. The right hon. gentleman made 
one practical suggestion which I cordially 
approve of, and that is that those who 
are in agreement on the question of 
Women .Suffrage, both on this side and 
the other, should form some kind of 
Committee with Cabinet responsibility in 
the matter, that they should prepare their 
scheme and undertake collectively the 
responsibility for pressing it through the 
House. Though the gift comes from an 
enemy, I think on the whole we can 
accept it without close scrutiny because, 
on the face of it, it seems to be a very 
sensible suggestion.

NOT A CLEAR ISSUE.
I come to the actual proposals which 

have been submitted by the Prime 
Minister for dealing with the question. 
I agree with the noble lord and with 
the right hon. gentleman the Prime 
Minister's offer is the best method, 
under the circumstances, of obtaining 
a free, unfettered and unprejudiced vote 
upon the question of Women Suffrage. 
No one who has watched the proceed- 
ings of the last few days and weeks can 
have imagined that we are going to have 
a clear issue upon Woman Suffrage on 
this Bill. I certainly thought we 
should have some time ago, but I have 
ceased to hold that opinion. It was 
quite clear that on both sides men 
would be influenced in their vote by 
considerations ■ which were very remote 
from the immediate issues before the 
House. Hon. gentlemen on this side of 
the House and hon. gentlemen from Ire- 
land were thinking of the effect upon 
the position of the Prime Minister. 
They were thinking of questions which 
were irrelevant to the merits of the par- 
ticular proposal before the House. On 
the other side of the House I have no 
doubt there were considerations of the 
same character which might have been 
helpful to Women Suffrage, but which 
had nothing whatever to do with its 

 merits, and it is ‘r, whatever hap- 
pened to the Grey amendment, the re- 
sult would have been that there would 
be no direct vote upon Women Suffrage 
under the conditions in which we found 
ourselves. Having come to that con- 
clusion, and especially after the ruling 
which has been given by Mr. Speaker, 
there was no other course which the 
Government could have adopted, having 
regard to their pledges, except to with- 
draw the Bill and give a full and free 
opportunity to the House to vote upon 
that issue alone, because when the pri- 
vate Member's Bill is introduced' there 
will be no other issue which can possibly 
affect the decision of the House. It

PARTY DISCIPLINE.
The second difficulty is one with 

regard to party discipline. With a 
Government Bill you put on the 
Government Whips, and there is no 
doubt what is the effect upon the 
Government. There is an advantage in 
that where you have a Government 
Bill. But, on the other hand, my hon. 
friend must bear in mind that that is 
a consideration which militates against 
the case so far as the Opposition is 
concerned. It would be rather difficult 
for very keen suffragists on the other 
side of the House not to take advantage 
of the situation if they knew that the 
effect of a certain vote on a Govern- 
ment which they disliked and did not 
altogether trust, and of whose legisla- 

tion they did not entirely approve, even 
on Woman Suffrage, would have a disas- 
trous effect on the life of the Govern- 
ment. It would be a great temptation 
for suffragists on the other side to waive 
the view they have simply on a particu- 
lar amendment. Therefore, dealing 
with these two points of difference, I 
say with regard to the first, that it 
does not exist, because the Govern- 
mentTguarantee time. They guarantee 
that the Bill will be given such time as is 
allocated for any controversial measure 
which they themselves are responsible for. 
They also guarantee that if the Bill is 
thrown out, not in the House of Commons, 
but elsewhere, there will be the same 
facilities given in the second and third 
Sessions as would be given to any con­
troversial Bill of their own which might 
happen to meet the same untoward fate 
elsewhere.

EFFECT OF PARLIAMENT ACT.
Mr. KEIR HARDIE : Would the Parlia­

ment Act apply to a private Member’s 
Bill?

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE: One mistake 
made with regard to the Parliament Act 
is to imagine that it only refers to 
Government measures. The second 
mistake is that it is imagined the Act 
only refers to one Parliament. If a 
General Election intervenes between the 
second and third sessions, youhave only 
to pass the measure through another 
session, and then you have completed 
the number of times it has to pass 
through the House of Commons.

Mr. GOULDING: Has it not to be 
successive sessions?. And is there not a 
chance in connection with the ballot 
that, while a Member may be success- 
ful in the ballot one session, no single 
Member may be successful in another 
session ? ■

House generally, 
hon. gentleman? 
pedient-—namely.

What said the right

of bringing in
private Member’s Bill, and then giving 
it Government time—you can introduce 
the most far-reaching change in the 
Constitution. No Government is respon- 
sible for it; no Minister will go out if 
it is defeated; no Minister will go out 
if it is carried; it stands entirely out- 
side ordinary party procedure; it does 
not affect oneway or the other the 
position of the Government.

AN EXTRAORDINARILY IMPOR- 
TANT CHANGE.

That in itself is, if it is to make a 
precedent, an extraordinarily. important 
change in our procedure. I do not deny 
that I have never been able to see any 
other way of meeting this particular 
question. That, I entirely agree, I 
indicated many years ago when I held a 
more responsible position that I do now. 
But it is the way in which the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer treats it with 
which I am concerned. I tell the House 
that in his method of treating it they 
are only establishing what might become 
an extraordinary precedent for the 
future, and I want to press that a little 
further.

In the first place, I may begin with 
the circumstances of the introduction 
of the Bill.

NO PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL CAN 
PASS.

Let the House remember simply 
and solely, and because it is notorious
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mentto give them the Closure. 
Let them, in other words be precisely 
as if they were a Government in charge 
of a Bill.

given

I will make one final observation, and 
this is a point on which some clearer 
statement is desirable than has yet been 
made. As I understand it, tracing 
the history and the development of the 
present difficulty, it would appear that 
the position in which we have found 
ourselves has .been largely caused by 
the fact that many Ministers who do 
not agree with this particular policy were 
indanger of being involved in it had any 
one of these amendments been adopted.
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and as such we say it would be unfair 
on the part of the Government to inter- 
fere with or deny to the majority .of 
the House of Commons the opportunity 
of using the Parliament Act, if they 
so desired, to give effect to the measure 
as if it were a Government Bill. Of 
course, it remains, and remains at the 
last moment, in the hands of the 
majority of the House to decide 
whether the Parliament Act shall have 
effect. That is a perfectly fair posi- 
tion. The House will have the matter 
in its own hands. But it would be most 
unfair if we said that after the 
Women Suffrage Bill has been passed 
the first and second time by the 
majority of the House, the Government 
are going to interfere and prevent them 
from passing it the third time, and de- 
prive it of the advantage of the Far

■ liament Act. .
With regard to the particular ques- 

tionof time which the right hon. gen- 
tieman raised, lor the different stages 
of the Bill on its first passage through 
the House of Commons—I think my 
phrase is correct—the Government have 
promised, and the Prime Minister has 
stated that it shall have time, and when 
he said time he meant time as efec- 
tively as a Government Bill would have 

time. ‘ . — . . ,
It follows that the Bill must have a 

the time which is necessary to enableit.to 

be passed if it has a majority of the House of Commons behind it. If it fails to 
pass if it does not complete the journey 
through the House of Commons, the 
reason for that must not be want of 
time. The Government give a pledge 
that it shall have this time. Probaby 
it will be found, after the Bill has been 
introduced and read a first and second 
time, that there is a general opinion in 
the House as to what would be a reason, 
able time; but it is quite clear that it 
the Government allocate a special 
amount of time to the Bill, and say that 
it should have that time and no more, 
then the Government must clearly be 
responsible for a guillotine resolution 
which would enable those who are the 
promoters of the Bill to say that the 
Bill had not failed in that particular 
limit for want of time. If, on the other 
hand, that is not done, the Government, 
of course, will see when the Bill starts 
without a guillotine resolution that the 
time given is such as would be found 
necessary to secure the passage of the 
Bill. The right hon. gentleman asks 
one other question about the special 
facilities given to private Members 
Bills I understood sum to mean that 
private Members’ Bills on Second Read- 
ing were given somewhat perfunctory 
treatment because it was assumed they 
would go no further if they were contro- 
versial. But in this case there would 
be a controversial Bill going further, 
and therefore it would not be reasonable 
that it should have the same perfunctory 
treatment on the First and Second 
Reading.

One may differ from the right hon. 
gentleman on a point of principle, but 
I think he ought to bear in mind that 
we are not without experience on the 
question of time, for earlier in the year 
a Woman Suffrage Bill passed the 
Second Reading, for which, I think, two 
days were considered sufficient; so that 
this is one of the questions which is not 
new to the House of Commons, and it is 
not the first time such a measure has 
been introduced. But I quite agree 
that it ought not to receive perfunctory 
treatment, and it will not receive it; 
only I think the right hon. gentleman, 
in turn, ought to bear in mind that 
when time does come to be allocated for 
the introduction and Second Reading 
of the Bill, it will not be quite the 
same as a new Bill, and we have got a 
precedent already for the amount of 
time to be given on the Second Read- 
ing in this particular year. I am con- 
vinced, after the experience that has 
taken place, that it was a mistake to 
suppose that the attempt to put Women 
Suffrage into a Government Bill was 
the way to give it the best chance. I 
had not foreseen all the machinations of 
which the hon. Member spoke, and it is 
to me, at any rate, a relief, and I be- 
lieve is consistent with the best chance 
of the measure, that it should be treated 
as forming a separate Bill, with all the 
privileges and facilities which I have 
indicated will be given.

EMBARRASSING SITUATION.
It is felt that to put into a Govern- 

ment Bill something to which many 
Members of the Government, and not- 
ably the Prime Minister, are opposed, 
is to create a situation which is very 
embarrassing. Some of us also, who 
hold opposite opinions, are relieved from 
the embarrassing situation of being 
obliged to support an extension of the 
suffrage to men without anything being 
done to remove the barrier to Women

Suffrage. Next Session Women Suffrage 
will, I trust, be treated purely on its 
merits. There will be no question of 
embarrassing the Government if it is 
carried, but time will be allowed by the 
Government, and will not be grudged, 
though it might be fixed. But there 
can be no question of embarrassing the 
Government or individual Members of 
the Government before the Bill is 
passed, and I would most earnestly rein- 
force the appeal made earlier in the 
evening that the House of Commons 
should bear in mind that its re-
cord in regard to Women Suffrage
T 111 ‘ been a goodhas 
one.

hitherto
It has

not
excited hopes again

and again by passing the principle of 
the Bill on the Second Reading for 
many years past. It is not fair of the 
House to encourage those expectations; 
we have to bear in mind the feeling 
created outside, and which, in some 
quarters, has been intensified by what 
has happened on this question. I think 
we must bear in mind that the continual 
delay in bringing to an issue a matter 
of which the principle has been accepted 
in past years, is very largely respon- 
sible for the feeling which has been 
created, and I hope, after the offer 
which the Government has made to give 
time and opportunity, that this question 
will be really treated on its merits and 
in a way which will set at rest any 
charge against the House of Commons 
of its having trifled with the question 
and neglected and refused it oppor- 
tunity.

MR. KEIR HARDIE.
I find myself, I am sorry to say, in 

disagreement with the line taken by the 
noble lord the Member for Hitchin 
(Lord Robert Cecil) in regard to the 
attitude now assumed by the Govern- 
ment.

A PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL 
USELESS.

He has said, and the Foreign Secre- 
tary and the Chancellor of the . Ex- 
chequer seemed to agree, that a private
Member's Bill, brought forward and
supported only- by those who are in 
favour of the suffrage, will stand a 
better chance than a Bill forced upon 
a Government, the members of which 
are divided upon the question. One has 
only to remember the Bill enfranchising 
women, even on the lines of what I 
may call, as an example, the Dickinson 
amendment, enfranchising some five or 
six millions of women. It is an ab- 
surdity to suppose that that measure 
could ever become law without the 
power and authority of the Government 
behind it. I am sorry to have to say 
that the speeches delivered from the 
Government Front Bench, both by 
opponents of the measure and sup- 
porters, have shattered my faith in the 
honesty of the intentions of the Govern-
ment.
House 
women
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a proposal which 
women of all 

who support the
suffrage : that if the House of Commons 
carried an amendment to the Franchise 
Bill we are now engaged in discussing, 
the Government would then take the 
amendment, incorporate it in the Bill, 
and take the responsibility for seeing it 
would pass into law. That was the 
position.

WHAT IS THE OFFER?
What is now the offer that is made? 

The offer is that private Members of 
the House shall get together, as they 
have done before, and produce the Con- 
ciliation Bill ; that the private Members 
of the House shall get together to make 
a Bill, and that the Government will 
give time. What for?

The Prime Minister this afternoon 
said that he had looked forward with 
perfect equanimity to the fate of the 
amendment that was to be voted upon 
to-night. Was that the reason why 
facilities were offered and a promise 
made by the Government? Was it be- 
cause they knew that by their machina- 
tions they could secure the defeat of 
this proposal, and thereby, whilst keep- 
ing the appearnce of good faith to the 
supporters of Women Suffrage, yet ab- 
solve themselves from all further respon- 
sibility in regard to it. If the Govern- 
ment, or those Members of the Govern- 
ment who are opposed to Women 
Suffrage, could look forward with 
equanimity to the defeat of the amend- 
ment this evening to leave out the word 
" male," they can look forward with 
still greater equanimity to the fate of 
the Women Suffrage Bill when it comes 
forward in the new Session, and, there- 
fore, I want to say this deliberately, i 
In regard to procedure I am not blaming 
the Government. I am not blaming, the 
Government for what has arisen; I ac- 
cept their statement that the Bill could 
not be proceeded with; but, in view of 
the speeches made and of the levity with

which this, the greatest of all British 
political questions, has been treated,

MERE CHAFF.
I ■ believe the promise now made is 
mere chaff to deceive the supporters of 
Women Suffrage outside into the belief 
that the Government means business 
when the Government knows it means 
nothing of the sort. The decision of the 
Government will cause not only disap- 
pointment but will cause despair in 
thousands of hearts outside the walls of 
this House to-night.

NOTHING LEFT BUT MILITANCY.
Talk about militant tactics? What 

else is left to them but militant tactics?
It is not only the women of the Women’s 

Political and Social Union who will now 
feel they have been betrayed again by 
the Government, but tens of thousands 
of women hitherto Liberal women who 
have put their trust in a Liberal Govern­
ment will find their trust shattered and 
their faith in their party destroyed. 
Let the Government say either 
that they will take this matter up in 
earnest and in sincerity or that 
they will drop it altogether. One course 
or the other would command the respect 
both of friends and of opponents 
of Women Suffrage. But to trifle and 
toy with the question in this manner, 
will disgust the women outside and shock 
the confidence in the Government’s own 
good name.

(Other speakers were Mr. Charles 
Roberts, Mr. Dillon, Mr. Leif Jones, 
and Mr. Munro Ferguson.)

LORD HUGH CECIL 
deplored the speech made by the 
Member for Merthyr Tydvil (Mr. Keir 
Hardie). I say that, not only on 
the ground that militancy has done 
the cause of Women Suffrage a great 
deal of harm, he continued, but on the 
ground that to suggest militant tactics, 
tactics of violence most of all, if they 
are to be extended, as in one regrettable 
instance they have been extended, so 
as to imperil life and limb, as in the 
outrages in Dublin and the attempt to 
burn the Colonial Secretary’s house— 
called for, or could be justified, or could 
excite anything but the utmost loathing 
and horror among all respectable persons, 
whether supporters or opponents of the 
movement, is to lower people’s concep- 
tion of morality as well as to do bad 
service to the cause of Women Suffrage.

I am not in a position to give advice 
to hon. members below the gangway 
opposite, because I do not know what is 
precisely their point of view, but it is 
certainly obvious the scheme of the 
Government puts in the hands of the 
out-and-out supporters of the movement 
an advantage they did not before 
possess, because there are going to be 
two Bills brought in, one, a Government 
measure, relating to the general treat- 
ment of the franchise, and the other a 
Women Franchise Bill, which the Govern- 
ment are going to allow to be brought 
in. It is obvious it will lie in the hands 
of the advocates of Woman Suffrage, 
who are quite numerous enough to make 
the difference, how much progress the 
Government are allowed to make with 
their own Franchise Bill. They can 
use that weapon to any extent they 
think proper for advancing the interests 
of the Bill properly brought in by the 
private member in favour of Women 
Suffrage. It is, therefore, utterly untrue 
to say they are being cheated of their 
opportunity or that they are being placed 
in a worse position. They are actually 
being put in a position of great advantage 
for the purpose of carrying out the view 
they have at heart. Nor is it reasonable 
to accuse the Prime Minister of a breach 
of faith in this matter or to suggest 
anything of the kind. It would be to 
carry suspicion beyond the limits of all 
reason to suppose that the right hon. 
gentleman really designed what has come 
to pass.

After Sir WM. BYLEs had spoken. 
The ATToRNEY-GENERAL (Sir Rufus 

Isaacs) rose in his place, and claimed to 
move, " That the Question be now put.”

Question put, "That the Question be 
now put." ■

n The House divided: Ayes, 283: Noes. 
112.

DEBATE ON THE GREY 
AMENDMENT.

MR. ALFRED LYTTELTON.
I beg to move, in Sub-section (1), to 

leave out the word " male‘‘ (‘Every 
male person shall be entitled.’) 
I can well imagine an. ideal world 
in which there would be more 
sharp division of the functions be- 
tween, men and women than there is 
even in ours. I can imagine an ideal 
world in which this difference might, be 
emphasized rather than diminished. I

say I can imagin, such a world, but 
allow me to say it is not the world we 
live in, nor is it a world following the 
trend of the evolution of ours. "

WOMEN ON ROYAL COMMISSIONS.
On the contrary, I say without hesi- 

tation the deliberate action of the State 
in this country and of the House of 
Commons has been to ignore this funda- 
mental difference between men and 
women and to ask for and to obtain 
women's admission . into the very 
numerous spheres in which - fifty or 
a hundred years ago it was not 
presumed they would enter. I might 
give as an illustration the recent invitation 
of the State to women to assist them in 
some of the most thorny possible occupa­
tions and subjects you can imagine. 
Take the three Royal Commissions that 
at once occur to me—the Poor Law Royal 
Commission, the Feeble-minded Royal 
Commission and the Royal Commission 
on Marriage and Divorce Laws which has 
just concluded its labours. These three 
great Commissions dealt with very diffi­
cult and very dry and dusty subjects, 
but, if a view antagonistic to mine was 
taken, they are not subjects upon which 
you would have invited the co-operation 
of women, but the State has deliberately, 
done it, and I ask any of those who are 
familiar with the report of these three 
big Commissions whether the work of 
women upon them was the least con- 
siderable amongst those engaged.

Turning to the work done by women 
at parliamentary elections, he said:

I really cannot understand the 
position of a man who has accepted, 
asked for, and availed himself of
and has profited by those 
who can venture to say possuca 
is not a sphere for women. He is stop- 
ped from saying that for all time.

services.
politics

I beg to give a challenge to any 
hon. Member in this House to 
point to one word he has ever spoken 
in the discouragement of women working 
for him and when he has refused to 
profit by their exertions.

After dealing with the argument of 
physical force, Mr. LYTTELTON dealt 
with the militant agitation.
I do not know, he said, at which 

I have felt the greater horror: first, the 
incidents of the agitation, or, secondly, I 
must say the brutal and cruel spirit, the 
utterly unchivalrous spirit, which it has 
been supposed to justify. The treat­
ment some women have received, 
however criminal and however wrong­
ful in their acts, from some men 
in certain crowds can only be spoken 
of In one way. I say, and I wish It to be 
distinctly understood, that in my humble 
opinion no statesman ought to yield to 
crime, and no statesman ought to make 
concessions to threats. On the other 
hand, I say that every statesman 
is entitled, nay he is bound, to 
weigh any policy which has caused such 
an agitation, and to remember, however 
misguided, indeed, however criminal the 
acts of some of these women have been, 
that women of hitherto blameless lives 
and high aspirations, have faced in this 
cause the greatest ignominy and the 
greatest suffering.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR THE COLONIES 

was the next speaker, and, after stating 
his unshaken opposition to Woman Suf- 
frage in any form, said:—

THE REFERENDUM.
Though I have as little affection for the 

Referendum as hon. gentlemen opposite 
have to-day, I am not sure that in the 
peculiar position of Female Suffrage; 
cutting as it does across the lines of 
ordinary party cleavage, it might not 
form the best and perhaps the only 
method by which the opinions of the 
electorate might be obtained on this 
policy. I do not suggest, no doubt I 
should be out of order if I attempted to . 
do so, anything of the kind at this 
stage, nor do I think the advocates of 
Femala Suffrage are much inclined to 
that method, and probably with good 
reason, for probably they have a shrewd 
suspicion, which I share, of what would 
be the result. Adult. Suffrage is in 
effect and in practice what the right 
hon. gentleman the Foreign Secretary 
aims at, though he may for tactical 
reasons not think it wise at this 
moment to show his whole hand. He 
believes in the equality of the sexes; 
he admits no deficiency in the female 
mind. He is much too honest, there- 
fore, really to disguise the end at which 
he aims. He has said :—
' “ He can see nothing but gain in the full 
participation of women in the Franchise,” 
but he admitted that:—*

" Adult Suffrage at one stroke—" 
These are his words :— -
" was more than the country would at 
present accept."
And so, I dare say, we shall find the

right hon. gentleman opposite and him- 
self clinging to the business end of the 
wedge, which is so dear to the heart of 
every timid reformer. Why these coun- 
sels of fear?

NO WOMEN AT THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE.

The Foreign Secretary has been for 
more than seven years in absolute con- 
trol of the Foreign Office. Why, hold- 
ing the views he does, has he not tried 
some experiments to convince us in the 
domain in which he reigns supreme? 
Why have we no women as ambassadors, 
as consuls, or even as Foreign Office 
clerks? ’ They might have added to the 
gaiety of the nations, but his courage 
seems to have failed when he came to 
the sticking point. Believing as I do 
that Women Suffrage is an evil, I must 
vote against it on all the amendments 
which are designed to enact it, but I 
am bound to say that of the three 
methods which are suggested, this and 
its supplement which follows next and 
couples it with Adult Suffrage, seems to 
be the only ones which combine justice 
and logic. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer lately announced that he would 
only support the so-called Norwegian 
system. He wants, in his own words, 
"a broad democratic franchise for mil- 
lions of women," but he proposes Adult 
Suffrage to men, and something much 
less than Adult Suffrage to women. 
This amendment would enfranchise 
11,000,000 of women, the Norwegian 
system would enfranchise only 7,000,000. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer wants 
us to disenfranchise or to keep unen­
franchised four or five millions of 
women. Why? Who are they?

crime by those who are demanding what 
they consider to be their rights, is at 
least an indication of the type of mental 
balance we may expect from them if 
they are to become our electors. If it 
were a fact, or if it were generally be- 
lieved that the attainment of the vote 
had been secured by these methods, then 
there would be a great temptation and 
encouragement to women in the future, 
even after they had obtained the vote, 
but found themselves in a minority on 
any public question, to revert to those 
methods which would seem to them to 
have been efficacious on a former occa- 
sion. It is said by some that if women 
want the vote they must have it. I do 
not believe it is true that the majority 
of women want the vote. Even if they 
did, that would be a counsel, of
cowardice. There are many things, too, 
which men may want, but if we believe 
them to be bad for the State we do not 
give them merely because the man 
breaks our windows or our heads. 
In you are convinced that the claim is 
just, that the reward will be adequate, 
that the result will be beneficial, 
will have -=~1- -- —‘right to vote
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, you 
for
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WOMEN AND THE INSURANCE 
ACT.

On the day on which the Insurance 
Bill became an Act of Parliament, the 
right hon. gentleman made an eloquent 
speech upon this subject. He said:—

" Sickness and invalidity had been lifted 
into the sphere of law. Why should 
women cease to be interested in them when 
they go there? "
He said theInsurance Act affected
7,000,000
4,000,000

of • married women and
4,000,000 women workers. He pro­
fessed his anxiety to consult the opinion 
of the 4,000,000 of working women, but 
he favours this proposal, which will give 
the opinion of only seven out of the 
eleven millions. Why does he exclude 
the remaining 4,000,000 of women 
workers? Surely not becausethey are 
mainly female domestic servants. He
recently received a deputation of female 
domestic servants, and he said after- 
wards that:—!
" their observations were relevant, em- 
phatic and sound.”
Why, then, does he wish to deprive them 
of the vote?
" Their interests have been lifted into 

the sphere of law."
He has not hesitated to take their 
threepences. Does he fear to take their 
opinion? What becomes, then, of all 
this eloquence on the equality of the 
sexes? It reminds me of an old epigram, 
slightly altered, that if there was one 
thing worse thanthe cantof 
equality, it is the recant of equality. 
I desire to say, at this stage, for my own 
protection and justification, that if, during 
its passage, any lesser form of Female 
Suffrage is engrafted on this Bill, I shall 
feel that the whole principle has been 
surrendered, that. the pass which my 
friends and I are defending has been 
sold, and I shall hold myself free, and 
probably feel myself compelled, at some 
later stage, to recur to the proposal of 
Adult Suffrage and to their endeavour to 
enact that which, after the principle has 
been adopted, seems to me to be the only 
policy which is consistent with political 
honesty or public justice. It is no use 
hon. Members cringing and shrinking 
from the logical result of their actions; 
they have got now to face the music and 
accept the effect of their principles.
It is, as the right hon. gentleman 

opposite reminded us, impossible, in 
considering this question at this time, ' 
to divorce our judgment entirely from 
the methods which have recently been 
adopted by those who are most clamorous 
for the vote. The attempt to burn my 
home—or, rather, the children's wing 
of my home—has not, I need not say, 
affected my mind or altered my opinion 
on the subject. The assumption, in- 
deed, that arson is a substitute for 
argument is a poor proof of the judg- 
ment of those by whom it is made. - I 
do not think that I have ever in my 
political life allowed . the ill-judged

1 Violence of those with whom I have been 
associated to deflect my support from

it, if you think you have . ..a- 
date. But how many of you think 
all or any of these things ? There are too 
many, I am afraid, in this House who 
think themselves tied by pledges which 
were extorted, not by reason, but by 
cajolery. Then I will put it those pledges 
were an expression of civility rather than 
of conviction. You wish, some of you, to 
make woman man’s master rather than 
his mate. You may be right, but I am 
profoundly convinced that . you are 
wrong, and I feel sure that if you attain 
this end you will contribute neither to 
the happiness of the home nor to the 
safety of the country.

Mr. M’CURDY.
I was rather surprised that at this 

hour of the controversy the Secretary 
for the Colonies should have brought up 
the old question of militancy. Really, 
whatever may be said about militancy, 
it does not become Members of 
House to talk too much about it.

IRISH AND MILITANCY.

this

.I could not help looking to the 
tions opposite to which the right .... 
gentleman seemed to be addressing 
himself. . We cannot conceive that the 
Nationalist, party • would refrain from 
casting their votes on behalf of any great 
measure of political enfranchisement 
they thought to be just because some- 
body had been breaking windows. 
That does not seem to be in accordance 
with the traditions of that party. On 
the other hand, what about the gentle- 
men who are importing arms and ammu- 
nition wholesale across the Channel, 
and threatening- civil war if they cannot 
have their own way in regard to a 
measure of political enfranchisement to

.given to Ireland? Is it for them, 
while importing arms and ammunition, 
“riling, and threatening civil war, to 

say that the same thing does not apply 
to window-breaking; and that because

sec- 
hon.

some women break windows women 
should have their whole political ambi- 
tions brought to nought? It has been 
hammered upon us that there would be 
great danger to Home Rule if Women 
Rufrage were allowed to become part of 
the Government programme.

■ Those who, like myself, have been con- 
sistent supporters of Home Rule for a 
quarter of a century, must inevitably 
-or at Home Rule, as we look at other 
questions of policy, in the light of the 
political problems and the political 
Principles which thrust themselves upon 
our attention. The argument in favour 
& denial of 2 measure of Women 
Sufrage at present on the ground that

might endanger Home Rule has been 
Prought forward in some quarters.

RIGHTS OF IRISH WOMEN.
What are you claiming to do under 

the Home. Rule Bill? You are not 
merely claiming, but you have already 
claimed, that you are entitled to make 
penal laws, to imprison, to punish, and 
to forcibly feed a million Irish women 
Without their being represented in Par­
liament at all. That, to my mind, is 
a very large claim, and one to which 
- cannot assent. Now you are claiming 
something much more. You are claim, 
ing now the right to transfer a million 
Irish women as though they were chat- 
tels, to the governance and dominion 
of another body of men to be taxed im- 
prisoned, and forcibly fed, without re- 
presentation in this new body. I want 
to. know where, in the history of 
Liberalism, or where, in the speeches 
of the great leaders of Liberalism, you 
get your warrant and right for handing 
over a million of unrepresented fellow 
citizens in that way?

LORD HUGH CECIL
said : I do not approach the sub- 
ject with that intensity of feel- 
ing and almost frenzied zeal which 
marks the utterances of many speakers 
on one side or the other. There was, 
for instance, the Colonial Secretary, 
who spoke just now about this matter 
with a feeling and bitterness which 
must have been trying to those who 
feel very strongly on the other side, 
but which, I confess, filled me with 
quite unspeakable amusement. I felt, 
indeed, that the Colonial Secretary was 
an apostle gone wrong, and-if all this 
warmth of feeling were turned into 
happier channels it would have made 
him a great propagandist of religion, 
and that he might indeed have been a 
Peter the Hermit. Peter the Hermit 
might, have been very much like the 
right hon. gentleman except in costume 
and cleanliness of person. My feelings 
of 1 joy in listening to the 
right hon. gentleman were largely 
caused by the fact that he was making the 
most damaging speech to the Government 
which I suppose has ever been delivered 
by a Member of the Government. 
I felt quite at home with all he said 
about the Referendum and the improper 
use. of the Parliament Act, and it was 
delicious to listen to.

The most amazing part of his speech 
was the extraordinary quarrel he appears 

have with the female sex in general.
He might have been recently spanked, 
and he feels so I deeply and bitterly as 
never to have got over the indignity of 
having been born of woman. The indigna- 
tion under which he laboured led him 
to make some very odd statements. He 
regarded this amendment as virtually 
involving the question of Adult Suf- 
frage, and he went on to say if Adult 
Suffrage were not carried, but some 
smaller form of Women Suffrage, he 
himself would be disposed to vote for 
Adult Suffrage. Is itcredible that a 
right lion, gentleman of his ability 
and position,. if he were not almost out 
of his mind, should have used such an 
argument as that? Does he really sup- 
pose, or does anybody who knows any- 
thing about politics suppose, that a 
Minister in his position, a Member of 
the Government, could in a fit of tem- 
per force the House of Commons and 
the two Houses of Parliament to take 
Adult Suffrage, which neither the majo- 
rity of this House nor of the other 
House, wishes to take on its merits, and 
that he should force them to do it 
against their better judgment? Such 
threats as that are unworthy of the 
right hon. gentleman and tend to lower 
the level of the discussion. It is cer- 
tainly true that this is a matter in- 
volving a great deal of feeling, but it is 
also a. matter which is susceptible of 
reasoning which need not be either oi 
an irritating or passionate character. 
One could not help feeling what fun they 
must have had in the Cabinet lately, and 
the acidity of the right hon. gentleman’s 
references to the Foreign Secretary and 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer must 
have made it quite necessary for the 
Prime Minister to arrange that they should 
sit on opposite sides of the table.

For my part, I do not believe that this 
question involves the general relations 
or men and women. I do not under- 

■ stand, what the right hon. gentleman 
means when he tries to affirm that you 
must believe in the equality of the 
sexes or in any such vague general pro- 
position before you can support amend- 
ments such as we are likely to consider 
if this amendment is carried. He 
quoted Herbert Spencer, who seems to 
have said that woman is qualitatively 
and quantitatively inferior to man. I 
never had a very high opinion of Her- 
bert Spencer’s writings, but a more 
meaningless or silly phrase it would be 
difficult to imagine. If it be true, to 
what ludicrous consequences you are re- 
duced ! You have to believe that Queen 
Elizabeth, for example, was qualita- 

tively and quantitatively deficient in 
political ability. Does the Colonial 
Secretary really think that? Does he 
really think that Queen Elizabeth was 
inferior in ability to some of the men 
whose ability he does not rate very 
highly—such, for instance, as the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer or the Foreign 
Secretary? He would probably put 
Queen Elizabeth decidedly above either 
of them. It is perfectly clear 
that in a country where we allow women

who say, as some very distinguished 
Anti-Suffragists say, that the municipal 
franchise stands in altogether a differ- 
ent position tothe political franchise. 
It is quite true, of course, that muni- 
cipal questions are much less important 
than Parliamentary questions—that 
matters like whether the trams should 
be run by means of overhead wires or 
studs, or other way, are different to 
whether you should have Home Rule 
or Welsh Disestablishment. But in the 
matter of the capacity or fitness of the 
voter it is not really the importance of 
the issue that matters; it is a much 
more complicated and difficult thing. 
If a person is qualified to solve a com- 
plicated problem of minor importance, 
he is also qualified to solve an equally 
complicated or perhaps simpler problem 
of much greater importance. The con- 
sequence is that the position does not 
make any difference to his fitness in 
coming to a decision. I am afraid 
I have always found that municipal 
politics were at least as difficult to 
understand as Parliamentary politics.

I cannot help regretting that the 
Conservative Government of those days, 
when the late Lord Salisbury was Prime 
Minister and a supporter of Women 
Suffrage, and my right hon. friend the 
Member for the City of London was 
Leader of this House and also a supporter 
of Women Suffrage, that before passion 
arose some Bill, like the Conciliation Bill, 
was not passed into law. I believe people 
would have hardly noticed that it had 
passed into law. I believe it would have 
allayed bitterness, now unhappily with 
us, and so painfully displayed on the 
Treasury Bench to-day. We should hav 
had a quieter House of Commons and I dare 
say a quieter Cabinet at the present time, i

Mr. BLAIR and Mr. NEIL PRIMROSE 
then spoke against the amendment, and 
were followed by Sir Joseph WALTON, 
who supported it.

Mr. STEPHEN Gwynn, who was the 
next, speaker, spoke of his personal 
position on the matter. Turning to 
the record of the question in the 
record of the question in the

—, — said :—I believe that 
seven times this House has affirmed the 
principle that women ought to have 
votes, but whenever an opportunity 
came for putting that principle into 
practice they have refused to do it. 
What has been the consequence? 
The consequence has been, and is now, 
that we see violence and mob law taking 
the place of argument, and I say to 
myself and to my colleagues, is there not 
an analogy between the ease of this

record of
House,. he

movement, and of our movement ? Is 
there not, first of all, a tremendous 
claim for justice? Ireland, I think, has 
never thought that any consideration of 
expediency outweighs a claim for justice. 
We in Ireland know what it is to find 
ourselves driven from argument to use 
violence when argument has fallen on 
deaf ears. We know what it is to be 
accused of hysteria, self-advertisement, 
and many other vices. We know 
what it is even now to dread that the 
refusal of redress may lead to some further 
violence which will do irretrievable 
damage to our cause. These surely are 
circumstances of sympathy, and I ask 
myself and my fellow countrymen how 
should we in Ireland feel if we were 
treated as these women have been treated ? 
I am going to vote in support of my 
own view that the cause of Ireland is 
the cause of justice, and I do not be- 
lieve that any vote which is given on 
an assured and clear conviction of 
honour and justice will ever damage 
that cause.

Sir RYLAND ADKINS then spoke, and 
after wishing it were possible to take 
the opinion of the country on the 
question by means of a referendum de- 
elated his intention of voting against 
the Amendment.
. After Sir JOHN ROLLESTON had spoken 
in support.

toqd
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causes, in which I sincerely believed. -------- ... -nay.
But the adoption, and still more the After Mr. H. W. FORSTER had spoken 
approval, of methods of violence and I against the amendment.

to ascend the throne, where only the 
other day we preferred that a woman 
should be Regent rather than any of 
the Princes of the Royal House, where 
we give to women the full right of serv- 
ing upon municipal bodies and of voting 
at municipal elections, we cannot 
reasonably say that they are half-sane 
people, incapable of political decision. 
That is really stating the argument in 
a form which does not do the Anti- 
Suffragist cause the credit that it de- 
serves.

MR. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 
tendered his sympathy to those Ministers 
who had been the victims of Suffragist 
outrages, and expressed his admiration 
for the firmness and courage they had 
shown. Turning to those countries 
where women have obtained the Parlia- 
mentary vote, he said he did not believe 
that anywhere was it claimed that there 
had been any marked improvement in 
public life in consequence of their 5
mission, or any marked change in 
character of the representation, 
did not believe such changes would 
low here.

ad- 
the 
He 

fol-

Mr. ROBERT HARCOURT, who was the 
last speaker, referred to the earliest 
recollections of his life, the Phonix 
Park murders, which took place on his 
fourth birthday, and said he intended 
to vote for the Amendment as he had 
voted for Home Rule. .

the

Progress was then reported, and the

I have never been able to follow those I Mnzuistee adjourned till the following
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LABOUR CONFERENCE
A LESSON IN POLITICS
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inether it is not the fact that women
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LONDON

at the Women’s
Labour League Conference held at the 
Caxton Hall on Tuesday :—

" That this conference of the Women’s

provisions of the Parliament Act.

women are met.

‘f On Friday in the House of Commons a blood feud between M. Har.
court and hIs colleagues. At the Linema Show at the Holborn Empire,
Mr. Harcourt and Sir Edward Grey walk in arm-in-arm. They eclipsed

the cinematograph in entertaining the audience.”

resolution
passed :—

anvious.
intend to demonstrate much more than the fact

vote as a man

are proving that they, alone ought to go into

about.

thoir own’beds No one wasin the least afraid

ives in defence of a, democratic (abinet Minister’s

knows to be untrue.

There is no hesitation about the WSPU

_ ’ We have got the politicians on 
Let us keep them running.’

this meeting
the run.

Itiis a

men that if we want to reform this monstrous

TOVN AND COUNTRY,
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- am against Woman Suffrage, and intend 
to vote against all the amendments.

At women or none for me 1-----— -----—* aVL ati. I shall only 
ote for the Adult Amendment

we must make a cautious start, so I shall 
MnX vote for the Conciliation Amend-

Fail ngAdult, I shall vote for Dickinson, 
but I shall go no further.

1 shan.vote for Adult or Conciliation, but 
Dickinson is neither one thing nor the

the Dickinson Amendment 
more Liberal --- - “ ■

. udy. . mcan 
otes, so I sha]]

against it.

don’t like it, but I am pledged to the 
women in my constituency, so I must 
ote for something.

Iem_ in favour, of Woman Suffrage, but 
" . passage will put the

Government in danger, so I shall vote 
against it.

1 shall vote against the Third Reading if 
the women are not in the Bill.

I shall vote against the Third Reading if 
the women are in the Bill.

shall

shal vote against all the amendments so 
. as to. support Asquith.

- put. Home Rule before everything. 
- thin- that may be endangered, 
- shall vote against the women.

I am getting rather confused. I shall see 
how the land lies on the day.

209
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ACTUAL MAKERS

In consequence of the break up of the 
political situation due to the Speaker's 
decision, and the subsequent offer on the 
part of the Government of facilities for 
a Private Member's Bill,many of the
Suffrage Societies have issued statements 
containing their views of the situation and 
their plans to cope with it. The National 
Union,in the course of a manifesto, says:—

regarded by the National Union of Women's 
Suffrage Societies as an equivalent of the 
opportunity promised by the Prime 
Minister of proceeding by means of an 
amendment to the Government Franchise

Such an amendment once passed
woull have received the protection of the
Government and the advantage of the 

....... “ “ “ A Private: Member's
Bill, on the other hand, would be subject

enemies during the three years which 
might elapse before it could become law.

Private Members Bill is wholly inadequate
to meet the situation, and that nothing
now can fully redeem the Prime Minister's 
‘ ‘ except the introduction of apledges,

Government measure including women.”
At an emergency meeting of the Feder-

ated Council of Suffrage Societies the
following

That this Federated Council of Suffrage 
Societies desires to place on record its 
strong indignation atthe Government's
failure to redeem its pledges, and emphati- 
cally reasserts its demand for a Govern- 
ment measure.

At a meeting of the New Constitutional 
Society in the Caxton Hall on Monday the 
following resolution was proposed and 
carried:—

That this meeting keenly regrets the 
betrayal of the women's cause, and calls
upon the Prime Minister to redeem his
pledge—in the only way now open to him—
by introducing a Government measure to

The following emergency resolution was 
arried unanimously ""′

Labour League, in view of Mr. Asquith’s 
pledge that he would place the issue of 
Woman’s Suffrage before the House of
Commons this Session and of the unpre- 
cedented ruling of the Speaker, demands 
the immediate introduction of a Govern.
ment measure containing clauses enfran- 
chising women, and further demands that 
facilities should be given for the passing 
of the Bill so that it could come under the

—The Forward Cymric Sunrage Union has 
written to Mr. Lloyd George, asking him to 
receive a deputation of Welsh women.

(In a statement sent to the Press, the 
Executive Committee of the Men’s League 
for Woman Suffrage records its emphatic 
condemnation of the Parliamentary mis- 
management of the Franchise question. 
It pledges itself to do its utmost to 
obtain a Government measure, and in
particular to oppose any further extension 
of the vote to men until the claims of

Guildhall on January 23, Mr. Carl Hentschel 
asked the Lord Mayor—

Whether on the public trial for women 
for offences under the Post Office Act, 
on . January 8, 1913,all women were 
expressly excluded from the Court, in- 
eluding the Public Galleries and the body 
of the Court, and who was responsible

seeking admission were quite prepared 
to provide proper guarantees for the 
preservation of order ?

And whether, having regard to the 
necessity of justice being publicly admin- 
istered, any steps will be taken to protect 
the rights of all sections of the public in 
this respect in future ?

January 31, 1913
TheLord Mayor: -----__ -= 

obliged to you for having given me notice 
of these questions. Of course the first and 
the third questions depend upon personal 
observation,and as Iwas not present of course 
I cannot answer these questions, but I think 
I can answer the question generally. The 
Corporation of the City of London is
responsible for the provision and ■ the 
maintenance of the Central Criminal
Court. That is the beginning and the end
of their privileges and responsibilities. 
The _ administration of justice is entirely 
in thehands of the Commissioners, who
can make whatever orders they choose.
or that they may think desirable in connec-
tion with the administration of justice.
Those orders are passed on to the Com- 
missioners' executive officers, the sheriffs
of the City of London, who are bound, 
under pains and penalties, to properly

to youfor that reply. Does that also infer 
that the Recorder has full powers on his 
own behalf to make any particular orders 
on that occasion ?—Yes.

Are you aware that on a previous occasion 
when this question arose, the Lord Chief 
Justice stated that it was a public court, 
and that they, that is to say the women, 
had a right to be present, and that the 
Court was perfectly able to protect itself ?

The Lord Mayor: Yes, the Court protects 
itself—the Court, that is the Judge.

Miss Lucy Smith, M.D., of Cork, has 
just been appointed doctor of the Cork 
Female Prison. 1 °1as------------ This is the—only 
women’s prisonin Ireland, andDr. 
Smith, who is : keen Suffragist, is the 
first woman to be appointed for such a 
post,

they knew would never give equal suf- 
frage to men and women. 1*

Realising the blame that attaches to 
the Labour Party for having acquiesced
in the Government treatment of women.
Suffragists were present to make their 
protest at the annual Labour Confer- 

*17/7 The following ac-ence on Wednesday. -__-- 
counts of the protests made show that 
much was attempted towards recalling 
the Labour Party to a sense of itsduty. 
Nine stewards took part in the ejection

morning, and were there in time for the 
presidential address by Mr. * -
Roberts, but he had not been speaking

more than a quarter of an hour when I 
interrupted him by asking him how it 
was that the Labour Party were not 
standing by the women; that they 
needed the women on their side in this
conference as well as in the country. 
There were shouts of “ Sit down !‘‘ but 
I told them I would not sit down; I 
was there to tell them the truth, and 
we Labour women' were disgusted with 
the Labour Party because they did not 
stand by the women when the Franchise 
Bill was dropped. At the conclusion of 
his address, before it could be seconded, 
I jumped up again and told the Chair- 
man that every, word he had uttered 
affected . the women of the country 
equally with the men, and they would 
never get the reforms they were out for 
until they had the women alongside of 
them. That could only be done by turn- 
ing out this Liberal Government, which

-=- ------ -— ------ Theonly 
thing to do was to turn the Liberals 
out and to fight whatever Government 
that came into power that did not put 
Woman Suffrage first before anything 
also.

I attended the Labour Conference, 
and after listening quietly to the very 
dreary preliminaries I got up and said, 
‘ ‘ Mr.. Chairman, may I ask youwhen 
you will get to business? Iwish to
move as a matter of urgency that you 
xa esolution condemning • the 
shameful treachery of the Government 
to women. I am pretty well known in 
the Labour world, and you stand for 
democracy, and' the uplifting of the 
masses and of women. “— - ----------- They cried,
"Are you a delegate?’ and I said, 
" No, but I am a woman who ought to 
have a vote, who has voting qualifica- 
tions.". A woman then came up to me 
and said, ′ Will you please go out? It 
you are patient you will get it.’ 
walked out without any struggle.

The writer adds: When I got up, ,. 
tremor ran through the assembly, and 
someone murmured 11

any proof were needed that no majority 
can be successfully marshalled in favour 
of a private member’s proposal, it is 
afforded by the following list taken from 
The Nation of the opinion and intentions 
of various M.P.’s as heard in the lobbies, 
smoke-rooms, tea-rooms, , of the. House 
and even in the House itself.

- am in favour of Woman Suffrage, and 
intend to vote for all the amendments

think the Dickinson Amendment really 
democratic, and yet it does not go too 
far. I shall only vote for that.

I won’t touch Adult; but, fa’ling Dickin. 
son, I shall vote for Conciliation.

-he Conci.ition Amendment may mean 
more. Tory votes, so I shall vote against

am in favour of Woman Suffrage, but 
I am afraid of putting the Government 
in danger, so I shall abstain.

am not keen about the suffrage, but 
I think it will embarrass the Liberal 
government to have the women in the 
Pu so - shallvote to put them in.
— ote for Grey’s amendment to 
affirm, the principle, but on the other 
amendments I shall abstain.

I trust in Asquith’s declaration, so I shall 
vote on the merits as I believe

Harcourt and Churchill’will
Ishall -------------— ----------—--- vau1 resign, 

ote against the women.
I should certainly. I avevotsd for the 

women if it had not been for the action 
of the militants. I shall abstain.

The militants’ action has made me into 
al Arii.

Though I am doubtful, I believe if the 
women are not in the Bill the Govern- 
ment will hardly be able to survive, so 
I shall vote for them.

I have some pressing engagements which 
WI last from Friday till Tuesday.

he. Public Service Corporation of 
New Jersey has established a minimum 
wage of 36s. a week for all women and 
girls in its employ.

January 31, 1913
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There are some people who think that the 
Suffragist women are going a little too far, a little
too fast. There is a feeling in the air that it is un- 
certain where this agitation for votes for women
is going to stop. As a mere male person, I 
attended the militant meeting at the Horticultural 
Hall, in Vincent-square, on Tuesday night.

Now, I have joined the party of alarmists, 
and agree with the nervous people who are getting 

For it is quite obvious that the women

that they have as much right to a parliamentary 
After listening to these militant

women at the Horticultural Hall, I am quite
convinced that men do not understand politics at 
all, and scarcely ever have understood that
subject. It is getting uncomfortably clear that 
we men ought not to have votes at all. ‘The women

political life.
All this is not idle paradox. It can be supported

by solemn facts. Here are some of the differences
between men’s politics and women’s politics, as 
one learned them at the Vincent-square meeting.
A male political meeting is usually a pleasant
recreation, sandwiched between a comfortable

dinner and a quiet pipe before going to bed.
The women finished their evening by being
arrested by the police for carrying into practice 
the intentions they had stated on the platform. 
The male militants talk like heroes on the plat- 
form, and behave like—shall we say philosophers
—in private life, especially when the police are

it is very strange when one realises that almost
all the great revolutionary male speakers, whom
one has listened to with such enthusiasm, one and

all of them have gone home and slept peacefully in

that they would do any of the terrible things they
threatenedon ’ the platform. It never required
a half-dozen policemen to guard the British Con- 
stitution from anything that the blood-red Labour

_ Whereas the whole police
force of London. was under arms’ because a few
members might do.

women demanded—not to injure the noble British
Constitution, oh dear no !—theright to vote in a
peaceful, constitutional manner.

I have heard men threatening to stand the
British Constitution on. its head and pull its
middle to where both ends oughtto be. Yet not

a single policeman was withdrawn from his 
regular beat. But when Mrs. Drummond and Miss
Sylvia Pankhurst announced from the platform of
the Horticultural Hall that they intended to lead

a deputation of twelve women to see Mr. Lloyd 
George at Westminster, a couple of thousand 
policemen were there, ready to sacrifice their

immortal right to defy the democracy. 1 learned
the difference between sham politicians and those
who mean what they say.

One had got accustomed to thatThen again. , -- - 
unutterably .stupid thing called the etiquette of

public life. A gentleman on one side gets up and 
makes a statement which everybody in the place

Whereupon another gen- 
tleman on the other side rises to say that he 
willingly accepts the honourable gentleman’s 
explanation. I don’t call that gentlemanly 

viour. It is nothing more nor less than making 
oneself ridiculous.

There was nothing of that tomfoolery at the
women’s meeting. Mrs. Pankhurst read out tele-
grams and letters from Cabinet Ministers with the 
curt remark that she had not the slightest intention

of trusting one word they said. Men will spend 
their whole careers accepting promises from
political opponents. The women—at least, the 
wise women of the W.S.P.U.—never pay much 
attention to promises. They only accept fulfilment.

women. They do not stop until they have arrived.
When men think they are winning they stop to 
have a drink But as Mrs. Drummond said at

But my space has come to an end.
dismal, uncomfortable moral for a male person. 
We men have to go to the women for rudimentary 
lessons in political affairs. Quite apart from the 
merits of their own demand for a parliamentary 
vote, the W.S.P.U. members are teaching timid

social chaos, it is childish to accept the silly set of
rules and regulations, for political life as they have 
been drawn up by Bishops and Cabinet Ministers
and such ponderous persons.
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DELEGATES.

ADVERTISING THE PAPER.

Volunteers are needed. Will all those who
can help kindly call at the office at the
time stated.

Migs C. Richard. (21211

Mile End.W aste.

road, S.W.)

As illustrating the assertion which is
frequently made by women, especially
by Suffragists, that work in this country

ing to the sex of the worker, the following
correspondence is of interest.

A correspondent writing recently in The
Pall Mall'Gazette says:—

nonsense,
Rumford and various other artists are we]]
enough received.

" The fact of the matter is, we English
e so convinced that no woman can be an

music;

loors.

The Times with reference to their corre-

will be held
Helpers
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Members are asked to work
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time forstill
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much
Members are asked to attend
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they occupied, he said a thing hard to 
gainsay."

The Observer also criticises the ignorance 
of the Government t

hefore Ministers have been ‘considering
every aspect of the Bufrage question for
years.
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every day during the past week has done
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Cardiff, 27. Charles-street. Miss Annie Williams
Dundee. West. Foresters’ Hall. Debate

emphasizes the point, though in slightly 
different language:—

Woolwich, Eleanor-road. Miss Elsa M yers. Chair : Miss Gov
2.— Catford lram Terminus. Mrs. Bouvier

Hampstead Heath, Flagstaff. Miss Hicks, M.A. 
Hyde Park, near Marble Arch.

Newcastle, 77, Blackett-street. Delegates Women’s Deputation
LHURS., FEB. 6.—Sunderland, Edward al. Mrs. Atkinson, MI

Miss Sophia Eden
,: Tunbridge Wells, 11, Pantiles. Social. Mrs. Harverson 

FEB. 7.—Tunbridge Wells, 11, Pantiles. Members’Meeting .,

LONDON,
Mrs. Dove WillcoxJAN. 31.—Chelsea, 308, Nings-road.

Chelsea, King’s-road (near Sloane-square.
Fox, Mr. Thornton Jones, Mr. H. Macpherson, Mr. Mark Wilks

MEWS
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Hampstead.
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Kensington.
A fine response was made. to Mrs. Drum

Anon, 5s.; Mrs.

Reductions to effect an

MISS Annie KenneyEssex Hall, Essex-street, Strand, W.C
and others

Kensington. 2, Campden-hill-square. Annual Members’ Meeting 
‘, 310, High-road, Lecture Hall. "------

Limozin and others
Mrs. Pertwee,Kilburn,

Limehouse, Grosvenor Hall
Miss Harvey

Mrs. Pankhurst. (onir: 55
Lightman

7.—Chelsea, 308, King s-road. —______ _
Clapham, The Plough. Mrs. Duval .. 
Kingston, 54, Clarence-street. Miss R. Barrett, B.Se

Gray. Chair: Mrs. Dacre Fox ..
- -- ‘ "--=-------- Mrs. Bouvier ".
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Ir, Charles
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Wallington, Orielton, Grosvenor-avenue
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Miss Guttridge.

Greenock, Temperance Institute, 
Theresa Gough

Truro, Municipal Buildings 
Airs. Pascoe..
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Hammersmith.

Hornsey.
Members and friends are reminded of the 

important debate on ----- ‘‘ -* Shonlq the Par-
Franchise

Women? "
Council

" Liberal and Irish Suffragists are placed 
in a very painful position between the ugly

is not judged on its own merits, but accord-

Members who have not yet obtained 
their tickets for the meeting at the 
Royal Albert Hall on Thursday, April 10, 
at 8 p.m., are advised to get a supply fol 
themselves and their friends immediately;
Tickets may be had on application to 
the ticket secretary, W.S.P.U., Lincoln’s 
* ‘‘-=- *”* W.C Prices:Inn House, Kingsway,
Grand tier (to hold ten), 30s.

"The writer of this evening S Notes of
the Day' does not seem to be aware that 
the German musical world, the highest
authority on musical matters, is roused to 
enormous enthusiasm over our English
woman composer, and regards her as an 
original creative genius of the first rank. 
For your correspondent to inform her 
that because Fanny Davies forsooth and 
other ‘interpreters' of men's art got a 
good hearing in England, therefore her 
complaint is an empty one—is very much 
as if Elgar complained in Germany that
English works were not given a fair hearing, 
and the German papers told him that was

‘Clara Butt and Kennerley

artistic genius of the firstrank that we won t
even take the trouble to go and hear her 

hence the difficulty for managers
who wish to present her work to the public.

musical critics, also convinced of
the same thing, dare not commit them-
selves to high praise, or the education of
the public in the matter. So it is left to a
really musical nation, other than her own.
to discover the genius we have at our

Miss Ethel imyth, Aus. Doc., writing in

—lew people know how sex-penalty
reallyworks out in practice ; I think it will
surprise your readers to learn that: (1)
No work of mine has ever been given at a
British festival, though for twenty years I
have hoped the frost might yield some
day. (2) At no representative performance
of English music, whether at home or
abroad—saving at one musical congress 
concert—has my name ever figured on
the programme. This notwithstanding the 
fact that the English Press has treated
me always with conspicuous generosity.
and that I would rather be listened to by
an English audience than any other.
realised many years ago that this exclusion

wholly unpremeditated, unconscious.
and automatic; consequently it has never
embittered though often discouraged me. 
But to be deprived of the help of the current 
is to be crippled in a hundred practical 
. . and in the ' end one’s output is

affected-—I hope only quantitively.
now, for the first time, I speak of these 
things, it is, as I think will be believed, i
order to point a moral."

The informal gatherings of delegates of

much to cement the bond of comradeship 
that exists between women—rich and
poor—who are fighting in the great cause of

When the serious business of the dopu- 
tation was over, friends, non-militant and
militant, were happy to take the visitors 
to see the sights o‘ London. Most hearty 
thanks to Lady Byron, who very kindly 
took them to the pantomime; to the many 
other kind friends who lent motor cars 
to convey them on a round of sightseeing 
to Miss Janie Allan, who entertained the
Glasgow representatives to tea; to Miss 
A. R. C Wainwright, who presented ; 
magnificent cake covered with almonds 
and icing sugar, on which was inscribed 
“ Welcome." The cake was beautifully 
decorated with iolets and maidenhair 
fern, and was surmounted by a figure of 
Joan of Arc; to Mrs. Sydney Williams 
for some delicious, home-made cakes. 
Gratefully acknowledged towards 
penses :—Miss Janie Allan, £1; Mrs. Marks 
I Os.

second tier (to(to hold eight), 21s. ;
hold five), 12s. 6d. ; amphitheatre stalls,

2s. and 1s.; balcony
rows), 1s., two back rows, 6d.

All seats numbered and reserved. Upper

Every member of the W.S.P.U. is called 
upon to ask herself what she can do with
regard to getting this week's issue of THE 
Suffragette into the hands of a wider
public up and down the length and breadth
of the country. Three ways are suggested: 
1. Buying a dozen or more extra copies and 
selling or distributing them among friends.
2. Giving a couple of hours daily to selling
at a pitch, or 3. Being responsible foi
a house-to-house canvass in some particular

Members who are prepared to pledge 
themselves to do oneor othoy of those
things are asked to communicate with
Miss Rogers, Lincoln's Inn House, Kings

woman S Press ptal is open daily in the
hall of Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway. 
Tea, cigarettes, soap and other articles
are on sale, but special attention is given 
to the Literature Department,
pamphlets and leaflets on
Suffrage and other subjects of interest

can always be obtained.
Charming calendars are being sold at
greatly reduced prices.
inquirers will be welcome, while orders
by post will have prompt attention.

The speakers at the London Pavilion:
Piccadilly-circus, on Monday next, Feb-
ruary 3, at 3.15 p.m., will be Mrs. Pank-
hurst. Miss Annie Kenney, and others. 
The meeting at the Essex Hall, Essex
street. Strand, , on Thursday, February 6, 
at 8 p.m., will be addressed by Miss Annie 
Kenney and others.

A poster parade leaves Lincoln's Inn 
House this and every Friday morning at 
11.30 a.m. to advertise THE SUFFRAGETTE.

During Mrs. Tuke’s absence abroad all

Secretary should be addressed to Miss
Kerr (Sec. pro tem.), W.S.P.U., Lincoln’s

Once it was announced that the Franchise 
Bill was to be withdrawn the Liberal Press 
was only too anxious to assure Women 
Suffragists that a " free vote ‘ on the Grey 
Amendment would have been impossible. 
Thus we have the Lobby Correspondent of 
The Daily Chronicle :—■
“Personal loyalty to the Prime Minister

is an important element in the situation. 
Since Gladstone's day no Parliamentary 
leader has won in such full measure as Mr. 
Asquith has done the confidence and the 
devotion of his followers. He has led the 
Liberal Party with superb ability. Small 
wonder that a leader who has accomplished 
so much in face of such difficulties has 
inspired strong feelings of gratitude and 
devotion. On the question of Women's 
Suffrage there has been no ambiguity about 
Mr. Asquith's position. But it must never 
be forgotten that he has pledged his word 
that there should be a free vote on this 
question, and he has undertaken to abide 
loyally by the decision of the House of 
Commons. Yet, for all that, out of loyalty 
to Mr. Asquith, a number of Liberals, more 
royalist than the King, while friendly to 
Women's Suffrage, and who would vote 
unhesitatingly for it as a single uncom-

Most hearty thanks to the members of plicated issue, meant to abstain S1the Actresses’ Franchise League who have 
so kindly given recitations and musical 
items at the meetings of the Conference

Grey amendment, even if they did not vote 
against it.”

January 31, 1913 January 31, 1913

alternative of betraying the Women’s 
Cause and that of putting in peril the life 
of the Government, upon which depends 
the further existence of the Parliament Act,

The Morning Post is inclined to doubt 
the contention that the Speaker’s ruling 
came as a surprise to Mr. Asquith.

" But we can quite see that it will be
difficult for the ardent Suffragist to believe

Home Rule, and Welsh Disestablishment
So placed they are no more perfectly free
agents than a man is with a pistol pointed
at his head. It is not personal, still less 
official, pressure that we complain of. 
The Premier’s undertaking in that respect 
is being properly acted on. But while
freedom is conceded by the official leaders
and Whips, the spirit of party loyalty and
the menace of circumstancesare quietly, but
emphatically asserting themselves."

The Press is unanimous in declaring that 
Suffragists have been dealt a heavy blow. 
The Times, writing on the Speaker’s ruling, 
remarks

Meantime there are other persons 
whose public destinies are even more
directly involved—-the Suffragists, female 
and male, constitutional and militant.
offer them our sincere sympathy in the new 
and very uncomfortable position to which
they have been brought—not.
are convinced, by any trickery or partisan- 
ship on the part of Ministers or Speaker, 
but by the failure of the former to grasp the 
Parliamenta situation in all its bearings.

Says The Daily Telegrayh:—
"It has been apparent for some time 

that the conflict of party considerations 
with Suffragist opinions would result in
many cases in the smothering of the latter, 
and that the much-prized pledge obtained 
from the Prime Minister a year ago was not 
all that its recipients dreamed. It is they, 
of all who suffer by this Nemesis of dis 
honesty, who have the best right to com- 
plain. They are clearly justified 
declaring that the last and heaviest blow 
to their hopes, delivered by the Speaker, 
ought to have been foreseen. As a matter

Programme of the Week Campaign Throughout the Country
Members Combine Enthusiastically to Make Working 

Women’s Deputation a Huge Success.
that Mr. Asquith did not foresee what was 
freely discussed in the Press a year ago. 
After all, the Speaker’s ruling embodies an
elementary principle, which is seldom 
transgressed because it is obvious. But
we shall in future have to regard Mr, 
Asquith as a babe in such matters.’

The Referee, in a lengthy article, says:—■ 
" It is very difficult to credit the state-

ment that the old Parliamentary hands of 
the Cabinet are taken by surprise by the 
Speaker’s judgment, and that their upright, 
honest intentions towards the Suffragists 
have been utterly confounded by the 
sudden realisation that the contemplated 
action would be against the rules of Parlia-
mentary procedure—nay, that it (and this
must be an appalling thought to the 
authors of the Parliament Act) might even 
be regarded as a breach of Constitutional
usage! But can we wonder that the con-
fiding Radicals are gulled by the ‘ Speaker’s 
bomb ’ explanation of this Ministerial farce
when leading Suffragists, who have surely 
been keenly watching the course of events, 
are satisfied that Codlin Asquith is their 
friend, but Speaker Short is their im-
placable enemy ? ‘I do not blame Mr
Asquith for the present situation,’ says Mi
Despard, ■ because I do not believe it arose
from his instigation or that he means to take
advantage of it. 1 blame the Speaker, who 
it is known, is a very bitter anti-Suffragist

"he —peaker s point was plain when 
made. Itought to have been obvious

of fact, it was foreseen; but not by those 
whose duty it was to foresee it. *__ _ 
often that we agree with Mr. Lansbury, the 
rejected of Bow and Bromley ; but when he 
said last week that those responsible for the 
measure either had been hoodwinking the 1

It is not

They have Law Officers to help 
them in preparing their measures. They 
have the Teutonic profundity of Lord 
Haldane; the celebrated acuteness of Sir
Rufus Isaacs ; the services of that solemn
model of a pundit on a monument, Sir
John Simon; and the resources of that

—- — party above al things and place at any 
women, or were unfit for the positions price, the inexpressible Mr. Ure.”

FIRST SALE FOR 20 YEARS
We are making further

THESE ARE COLLECTED FROM OUR 20
LONDON AND 6 PARIS BRANCHES

189 SHOES TO g"

ABBOTTS. Ltd
121, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C

Clapham, The Plough.
Edmonton, Silver-street.

Mrs. Bouvier. air : Mrs. Bateman . .

Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway.
Mr. R. Pott, Mrs. Hughes .. 

Speakers’Class. Miss Rosa Leo

bloane-square.
Miss Richmond, Miss Croxon

1.— linsbury Park, 19, t. ihomas-road. --,-___ _  
Harlesden, Manor Park-road. Miss P. Ayrton
Ilford. Balfour-road.
Kingston, Church-street.
Putney, Werter road 
Stratford, Maryland-point. 
Walthamstow, Church-hill.

E. W. Futvoye, Dr. Macpherson, Mr. Victor Prout . 
Willesden Green Library. Miss R. Rickards, B.A. ..
Wimbledon Broadway. Mrs. Davies. Chair: Mrs. Dickinson

Members please note drawing-room meet- 
64, Hendham-road, Upper Tooting, by 

kind permission of Mrs. Moore, to-night 
(Friday), 8 p.m.. Speaker, Miss Nancy Light- 
------ Please bring as many " Anti’ friends 
as possible.

---------------- ---- --A*. Wil members 
send in their names for poster parades, bill 
distributing, and si ewarding at meeting. 
They are also asked to do all they can to 
push sale of tickets, 1s., 6d., and 3d. There 
are only a limited number of the latter. 
Envelopes need addressing. Will members 
call at office and take some home with them? 
Help is also needed and would be much appre- 
clated in shop during shop secretary’s 
—------_ (Hon. Sec., Mrs. Cameron-Swan.
Shop, 50, High-street.)

Naylor

Wimbledon, Queen’s Hall, Broadway

4.— Chelsea, King s-road (near Sloane-square). M.r.Yv.D. Lieu 
Cather, R.N., Mr. Fox, Dr. Macpherson, Mr. Willox ..

Chelsea, King’s-road, Glebe-place.
Thornton Jones, Dr. Macpherson, Mr. Willox 

Ilford, East Ham, Myrtle-place. Miss Harvev 
Kilburn, Messina-avenue. Miss P. Rickard

Leonora Tyson,

Mile End-road, Canal Bridge
Walthamstow, Conway Hall

Lewisham, 1, Lewis-grove.
Lincoln's Inn

Billing

Bexhill, W.S.P.U. Shop. Mrs. TheresaGough 
Cambridge, Romsey Town Institute. ‘‘===------
Doncaster, Glynn Ho el. Whist Drive and Dance ..
Pontypool. Members’Meeting. Miss A. Williams
South Shields, Congregational Hall. Miss L. Mitchell, N:

Chair: Mr. C. Johnston ..

Miss Macaulay

Whe Suffragette
on Order at your Newsagent’s.

The Suffragette contains all the Latest News
of the great fight for Woman Suffrage

Best thanks to Miss Nancy Lightman and 
Mr. Reginald Pott for speaking at meeting, 
Thursday, January 23. Members are asked 
to buy extra copies of this week’s SUFFRAGETTE 
for distribution among friends. Gratefully 
acknowledged: Donations from Miss Helen 
Gay and Mr. Pott. (Hon. Sec., Miss Maud 
Mace, Selborne, Hadley.)

Camberwell members have cause to rejoice 
over success of Bermondsey campaign, where 
workers were welcomed with open arms, 
local union has been formed, fourteen mem- 
bers joining in one week. Funds are badly 
needed, also old articles of dress or furniture

Fulham and Putney.
Many thanks to Mrs. Hills for acting 

hostess to Barrow deputationists. A capital 
meeting was held at Putney on Saturday 
night, when Miss Gwen Richard spoke 
an immense, crowd. Papers were sold out.

members please support meetings being 
held especially to advertise Mrs. Pankhurst 
meeting, Tuesday, February 18. More can. 
vassers are urgently needed. Every member 
should make herself responsible for at least 
one street. Already twelve volunteers have 
come forward for poster parade on Saturday. 
February 15, at 3 p.m., but at least twenty 
are needed. Acknowledged with thanks 
towards expenses of Putney meeting: Mrs. 
hellshear, 15s. (Hon. Sees- Mrs. Roberts 

Miss Cutten. Shop, 905, Fulham-road, S.W.)

for jumble sale.— . -- Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Twyman, 
Miss Balchin, Miss Kettle, Miss Warwick, 
Miss Sentence, and Miss Walsh have all been
untiring in their efforts, and are especially 
thanked both for their work and donations to
Shop Fund. Mrs. Clark, 10s.; Mrs. Twyman, 
1s. ; Mrs. Weldin, 1s. ; Anon, 1s. ; Miss Trane, 
2s. (Hon. Sec., Nurse Evans. Shop, 130, Old
Kent-road.)

The »t. John S lall meeting has given local 
union a great lift. Everybody in the crowded 
hall listened with rapt attention to Mrs.
Pankhursts magnificent speech, while the 
Rev. R. B. L. Exton’s opening speech created
a marked effect on the audience. Many 
thanks to Miss Winifred Mayo for her 
splendid recitation, which was very
appreciated.
next Tuesday’s meeting, and to bring friends.
More paper-sellers are wanted.
bers do their best to get this number of the
paper into as many new readers’ hands
possible? (Org., Miss Hilda Gargett,

Friday, January 24, when the Committee for 
the year was elected. Miss Ada Moore gave 
a most interesting lecture, at the conclusion
of which she kindly volunteered to hold a 
weekly class of local members for voice 
production, giving the fees to the cause. 
The first lesson will be to-day (Friday), at 

, single lessons 1s., or 7s. 6d. for course
of ten taken consecutively. "" 1
appeal for funds was generously responded to. 
Gratefully acknowledged : Miss Mina Shep- 
pard, £2; Miss F. E. Haig, £2 2s.; Mrs. Strat- 
ton, 5s.; Mrs. Monck Mason, 5s Miss A.M. 
" 5s.; Miss Zoe Procter

Miss Boughton Leigh, ls.; Miss
Carpenter, 1s.; Miss Gourlie, 1s. ; Miss Keith, 
1s.; Miss Lee, 1s Miss E. M. Lloyd, 1s. ; 
Miss G. Naylor, 1s Miss Varcoe, 1s.; Miss 
Wolfe, 1s. For the Organising Secretary’s 
Fund : Miss F. E. Haig, £2 2s. ; Miss Gourlie,
10s., and many promises, but the £52, which is 
necessary if Miss Procter’s services are to be 
secured for this year, is not reached yet. 
Please remember the open-air meeting in

Hackney.
A members' meeting will be held Hackney 

Baths to-morrow (Saturday), 7.30 sharp. In 
view of the present political situation, mem. 
persareurgently requested to attend. 
Agenda : Election of officers; complete 
organisation of the Society; discussion of 
efficient future plans. (Hon. Sec., Mrs.

"* Jones, 39, Pembury-road, Clapton.)

With the kind permission of Mrs. para, 
a pleasant meeting, addressed by Mrs. Smith” 
wick, was held in Old Oak Farm Laundry. 
This resulted in most of the workers joining 
the Hammersmith contingent of the deputa­
tion. Many thanks to Miss Anderson and 
Miss Orr for giving hospitality, and to all 
members who have helped to entertain the 
four guests. Programmes for dramatic and 
musical entertainment, to be given by mem- 
be of the speakers’ class at Constitutional

Hammersmith-road, March 1, are now 
ready. Miss Anderson, paper secretary, will 
be glad to receive the names of volunteers 
for paper selling. (Hon. .See., Miss Carson, 
5, The Grove.)

Poster parades to advertise Mrs. Park, 
hurst s meeting, February 13, will leave office 
— a.m. Saturday, February 8, and Thurs. 
day, February 13. Volunteers are urgently 
needed, also handbill distributors for 2 
stations in the neighbourhood. A price-list 
of all goods stocked at the shop may now 
be obtained on application. Will any capable 
member olunteer to dress the window 
Monday mornings? Members are reminded 
of the library, from which all the latest 
books on the woman’s 
borrowed. " "

— ------------ movement may be
---- - ------- A shopkeeper is wanted Friday 
evenings, 6-8 p.m. The Treasurer would be 
glad if members who have not yet forwarded 
their annual subscriptions would do so imme. 
d lately. Many thanks to those who responded 
so readily. Miss Joan Dugdale addressed a 

crowd onHampstead Heath last 
Sunday morning. Gratefully acknowledged : 
Mrs. Thomson-Price, 7s. 6d.; Miss Taylor 
2s. 6d.; Miss Carr, 3s.; Mrs. Wolfe, 2s. • Mrs. 
Binnie, 3s. 6d.; Miss Hall, Is.; Miss Couper, 
5s. Mrs. Priebsch, £1 5s.; Miss MacFarlane, 

Mrs. Kogan, 1s. New members wel- 
comed—Miss Piza, Miss Edgeley, Miss Davis. 
(Hon. Sec., Miss D. D. Solomon. Sec., Miss 
Batson. Shop, 178, Finchley-road, N.W.)

to-day.Sloane-square 
speaker. The jumble 
Tuesday, February

support

articularly requested to 
y 2.15 p.m. There is

____ _____________ Volunteers for selling 
greatly needed. The work in Limehouse for 
Women’s Deputation Jias been most fruitful. 
Between 45 and 50 working women came up

Hall meeting.
Thursday -------------- ------------ --------,
Grosvenor Hall, will be continued during
February, possibly longer. Gratefully ack- 
nowledged, towards East-end expenses : Miss 
Ada Wright, 10s. ; specially for tea fund. Miss 
Lloyd, 5s. (Hon. Sec., Miss Haig. Office, 
308, King’s-road, Chelsea. Tel. : 2858 Ken- 
sington.)

Paper sales are increasing quickly, but 
more sellers are needed at pitches and meet- 
ings. The member who undertook Thursday 
evenings from 6.30 to 7.30 is unable to con- 
•1 "* ‘ " Will someone pleasetinue through illness, 
offer to take her place?
canvassed the newsagents.
week obtained seven promises to show the
poster. Friday evening meetings at the 
Plough will be continued until further notice.
Gratefully acknowledged: — 
Bartlett, 2s.; Mrs. Duval, 2s.
2s.; Mrs. Storrar, 1s.; Miss M 

—‘‘ - -‘-- A - . ‘--- - Office,(Hon. Sec., Mrs. Strong.

liamentary -------------- granted
which is being held at Park-road 

---------- School, Crouch End, (Thursday, 
January 30, at 8 p.m. Mrs. Gladstone 
Solomon will be opposed by Mrs. Penn 
Gaskell, in place of Miss Hicks. A large 
number of supporters on both sides is ex. 
pected, as the meeting has been widely adver 
tised by the workers. (Hon. Sec., Miss Bon­
wick, B.A., 28, Weston-park, Crouch End, N.)

Miss Harvey and Mr. Jacobs addressed 
large crowds on Saturday last. The children's
party arranged by Miss Wingrove and Miss 
D. Harvey at Barking on Wednesday was 
most successful, thanks to all who helped so 
splendidly. Paper-sellers needed for Ilford
Broadway; papers can be obtained from 68, 
Cranbrook-road. Ticket canvassers for Mrs.
Pankhurst’s meeting required, 
dars at 4d. are still on hand.——---------- -__ ______ __ (on. Dec. 
Miss Ethel Haslam, 68, Cranbrook-road.)

Miss Smith,
Strong, 1s.
84, Elspeth-

during the
next fortnight for Mrs. Pankhurst’s meeting. 
Large Public Hall, . February 12, 8 p.m. 
Poster parades will leave shop February 8.

mond’s appeal in North Kensington, when 
over seventy women assembled at 3, Tester 
ton-street to listen to a short speech from 
Miss Evelyn Sharp. Decorated brakes were 
provided to take delegates to Holborn Hall 
meeting. Four deputation members were 
admitted to Westminster Hall. Thanks to
Miss G. Wylie and Miss Martin for their 
assistance in the committee-rooms, a lso to
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Miss Molt for canvassing. Among those act-i 
ing as hostesses to country delegates are 
Mrs. Morrison, Dr. Murray, Dr. Corthorn, 
Mrs. Denibas, and others. Members’ annual 
meeting takes place Thursday, February 6, 
at 8.15, at 2, Campden-hill-square, by kind 

ermission of the Misses Brackenbury. After 
usiness is over, 9 p.m., it is hoped that 

non-members will attend lantern slide lec- 
ture. Gratefully acknowledged towards 
Campaign Fund :—Mrs. Sloane, £5; Mrs. 
Mort, 10s.: Miss Shuter, 10s.; ‘A Working 
Woman,’2s.; speaker’s travelling expenses, 
1s. 6d. From Mrs. Goldie a silver salver 
(on view at shop), to be sold for funds. 
Mrs. Gommersal, 2s. 6d., general fund. 
(Hon. Sec., pro tem.. Miss Postlethwaite. 
Shop, 143, Church-street. Tel. 2116 Wes- 
tern.)

Kingston and District.
Monthly meeting at office, Feb. 7. All are 

asked to bring friends. Every member must 
make special effort to sell the paper. More 
street-sellers are wanted. All who helped to 
sell tickets for Mrs. Pankhurst’s meeting are 
cordially thanked. Date of postponed meet- 
ing will be given at an early date. Office 
stewards are wanted. More weekly subscribers 
welcomed. Members are asked not to forget 
weekly penny fund. Annual membership fees 
are now due. Will all members kindly send 
without further notice P Annual general meet- 
ing will be held shortly. Notice will be sent 
when date is fixed. More books are wanted 
for library. Gratefully acknowledged: Mrs. 
Burton, 4s.; Mrs. Clough, 4s.; Mrs. Beatty, 
2s. 6d. ; Mrs. Lynn, 2s.; Miss Marquetti, 2s.; 
Mrs. Baker, 1s.; Miss Wilton, 1s. (Hon. Sec., 
Mrs. Dacre-Fox. Office, 13, Union-street.)

Lewisham.
Friends are reminded of Mrs. Bouviers’s 

meeting on February 7. Bring as many new 
people as possible, men and women. Members 
are also urged to attend Saturday’s rallies. 
A jumble sale will be held as soon as a suffi- 
cient number of parcels are received. Sub- 
scriptions will be acknowledged next week. 
(Hon. Secs., Miss C. Campbell and Miss C. 
Townsend. Office, 1, Lewis-grove.)

North Islington.
Thanks to Dr. Hanson for her extremely 

interesting speech last Thursday; to Miss 
Prankerd and Mr. Hinscliff, and to Madame 
Kinuk, hostess. There will le 1 members’ 
rally at the office to-morrow (Saturday). 
Votes for Women tea can be obtained, also 
cocoa, jam, and pickles. Will those whose sub- 
scriptions are due please send them to the 
treasurer? Bicycle is still for sale at office. 
(Hon. Sec., Miss Constance Bryer. Office, 19, 

St. Thomas’-road, Finsbury-park.)

North-West London.
The brake which left this office on Thursday 

last for Holborn Town Hall laden with mem- 
bers to join the deputation received a hearty 
send-off and cheers all along the route. With 
Mr. Maycock in the chair, Miss Marie 
Brackenbury gave a delightful address in the 
afternoon of the same day. Many thanks to 
the kind artistes. Miss G. Logan and Master 
Dick Graem. The next "At Home’ will be 
on Thursday, Feb. 6d. Miss Limozen will re- 
cite. Bring your unconverted friends. On 
Feb. 3 Mrs. Penn Gaskell will speak by invita- 
tion to the Amal. Union of Gasworkers at the 
I.L.P. Club, 137, High-street, Harlesden. This 
meeting is public, and women will be wel- 
comed. Thanks to Miss Wilson’s active organi­
sation and to her band of helpers the paper 
sales have again gone up. Congratulations to 
all who have worked so hard. Many 
thanks to all who helped the poster parades 
last Saturday. There is plenty more office 
and other work for willing hands. The follow- 
ing is the second list of subscribers to £100 
Fund: Miss Emily Green, 2s.; Mrs. Hart, 
2s. 6d.; Miss Mee and Miss Hartley, £1 1s. ; Mrs. 
Hewkley, 1s.; Miss L. Hilyer, 1s.; Miss Hoff- 
man, 4s. 6d.; Mrs. Howard, 2s.; Mrs. and 
Miss Huggins, 5s. ; Miss Isabel Hutchinson, 1s. ; 
Mrs. Jacobs, 2s. 6d.; Miss Annette Jacobs, 
8s. 7d.; Mrs. Jenkins, Is.; Mrs. Johnson, 
12s. 6d.; Miss Jonas, Is.; Mrs. A. A. Jones, 
£1 ls. ; Miss Kidman, 1s.; Miss S. Kidman, ls. ; 
Mrs. Kohler, £1 5s.; Mrs. Kuhler, 1s.; Mrs. 
H. P. Lancaster, 6s.; Mrs. and Miss Levy, 
5s.; Miss Levy, £1 4s. 6d.; Miss C. Magnus, 
2s. 6d.; Mrs. Maycock, 2s.; Mazenod College 
(collected), 18s. 10d.; Mrs. McKay, 2s. 6d.; 
Mrs. Millard, 5s.; M. L., 15s.; Miss Moses, 
10s.; Miss Muller, 2s. 6d.; Madame Myers, 
14s. 4d.; Miss Edith Myers, 1s.; Miss Julie 
Myers, 1s.; Mrs. Selim Myers, ls. ;Miss Neale, 
2s. 6d.; Miss O’Connell, 1s.; Miss Ogilvy, 1s.; 
Miss T’reda Owen, 13s.; Mrs. Patey, ls. ; Mrs. 
Perkin, 5s. 6d.; Mrs. Petre, £1 5s. 3d.; Mrs. 
Picton, 5s.; Miss Phoebe Rickards, 16s. 6d.; 
Miss M. Rodgers, 6s.; Mrs. Rogers, 2s. 6d.; 
Mrs. Roles, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Murray Rust, 6s.; 
Mrs. K. Searle, 3s.; Miss Saunderson, 2s. 
(Hon. Sec., Mrs. Penn Gaskell. Offices, 310, 
High-road, Kilburn, N.W.)

Poplar.
Will any of those who have kindly spoken 

at Poplar meetings, or others in any way 
interested in Poplar, contribute something 
towards the founding of a Poplar Local 
Union? Residents in Poplar are most 
anxious to start one, and are prepared to 
run it and support it themselves once it has 
been got under weigh. Those willing to con- 
tribute even small sums towards initial ex- 
penses are asked to kindly send them to Miss 
Hockin, 28, Campden-hill-gardens, W.

Streatham.
The Saturday night meetings at Gleneldon- 

road will be discontinued for a while. Offers 
of drawing-rooms for meetings will be eagerly 
welcomed; please communicate with Mrs. 
Pilcher, 27, Copley-park, who will engage 
speakers, &c. Elizabeth Robins’s new book, 
" Where Are You Going To?” is on sale at 
shop. Members should not fail to read this 

work. All the money-boxes due at Christmas 
have not yet been sent in; members are 
earnestly asked to send them in at once. Some 
members liave not yet called for this quarter’s 
boxes: will they do so now? (Hon. Sec., 
Miss L. Tyson. Shop, 5, Shrubbery-road; 
Tele. 1575 Streatham.)

Sydenham and Forest Hill.
A shop will be opened at 5, Imperial-build­

ings, London-road, Forest-hill, on Monday, 
Feb. 3. Tea will be served that afternoon to 
members and friends between 3.30 and .5. 
Offers of help both as regards work and equip- 
ping the shop will be welcome. (Hon. Sec., 
Miss A. G. Metcalfe, 2, Hill-rise, Forest-hill.)

Walthamstow.
Miss Jeck addressed a good audience at the 

first open-air meeting of the New Year. . A 
successful "At Home " was held at the Trinity 
Schoolroom on Saturday, when Miss Naylor 
gave a most interesting speech. Members were 
delighted at having a visit from Miss Grew, 
who kindly presided. Thanks to Mrs. Guyatt 
and Mrs. Milne for their music, and to Mr. 
Rabson for donation of 10s. Members are 
asked to concentrate on public meeting, Feb. 6, 
when Mrs. Pankhurst will speak. Volunteers 
for chalking parties and bill distribution 
should send in their names to the Hon. Sec., 
Miss L. C. Hart, 11, Sylvan-road.

West Ham.
Miss Bonwick’s meeting at Workmen's Hall 

was a great success, the room being crowded. 
There was an excellent collection. Mr. Lans- 
bury has promised to speak in the large hall 
in March. Forest Gate pitch is now estab- 
lished, but a few more sellers for Friday and 
Saturday evenings would be welcome. Miss 
Hopkins had a good meeting at Maryland 
Point; paper sales were exceptionally good. 
Will all who can assemble at shop to-night. 
(Friday) at 7.30 p.m. for special poster parade 
to advertise the paper? Gratefully acknow- 
ledged: Anonymous, 12s. 6d.; two members of 
deputation (per Miss Morgan), 5s. 6d.; Miss 
Kent, 6d. (Hon. Sec., Miss Muriel Brice. 
Shop, 32s, Romford-road, E.)

Westminster and St. George’s, Hanover-
square.

The shop was of great use during the past 
busy week, the actresses making it their base 
for the picket and the Woman’s Press for 
paper-selling. Many delegates were welcomed. 
Members have been kept busy with teas, as 
many as 65 being served on Friday. Grateful 
thanks to Mrs. Macdonald, Mrs. Marshall, 
Mrs. Willock, and Mrs. Merry weather for 
gifts. Gratefully acknowledged: Mrs. Cor- 
bett, 10s.; Miss Harding, 2s. (Hon. Sec., pro 
tem.. Miss Gladys Shedden. Hon. Org. Sec., 
Miss Gordon Liddle. Shop, 17, Tothill-street.)

Wimbledon.
Mrs. Pankhurst’s meeting was an unqualified 

success, the hall being full to its full capa- 
city. New members were made, new readers 
and subscribers obtained, and great interest 
generally awakened. Members and all who 
assisted in making this success are heartily 
thanked, and urged to follow up this new field 
of possible recruits and bring as many as pos- 
sibleto weekly public meetings at Queen’s 
Hall, Broadway, Mondays, 8 p.m. Next Mon- 
day Miss Nancy Lightman’s subject will be 
"Handicapped.” Tickets for lantern lecture, 
Feb. 10, 1s. and 6d., are now on sale. Mem- 
bers are asked to report progress of sales each 
Saturday at members’ tea. rally. Handbills 
and posters should be distributed to best ad- 
vantage. Two more newsagents have offered 
to exhibit posters and circulate leaflets. Mem- 
bers should give these their custom unless 
their own will do likewise. Stewards urgently 
needed Tuesday, 10—1, and Fridays, 10—1, 
3.30—6.30. Who will volunteer? Record paper 
sales last week suggest possibility of main- 
tained increase. Sellers needed. A. call at 
shop will reveal new stock of literature and 
picture cards, also dainty stationery. Last 
week for renewing membership fees. Excel- 
lent meeting on Common addressed by Mrs. 
Hughes and Mrs. Lamartine Yates. Papers 
sold out. (Hon. Sec., Mrs. Lamartine Yates. 
Offices, 9. Victoria-crescent, Broadway, Wim- 
bledon. Tel. 1410 Wimbledon.)

Wimbledon Park and South Wimbledon.
A most successful meeting was held in the 

Broadway on Saturday night. Mrs. Huggett in 
the chair, and Mrs. Dickinson and Miss Belile 
were the speakers. . Many thanks to Mrs. 
Dickinson, Mrs. Beatty, and Mrs. Taylor for 
their kind hospitality tothe women workers 
who came from the North for deputation. 
Contributions for jumble sale may be sent to 
the Hon. Sec., Mrs. E. Scarborough, 3, Mar- 
guerite-villas, Copse-hill, Wimbledon.

Woolwich.
During the few remaining days will every 

member do her utmost to secure a splendid 
meeting for Mrs. Pankhurst, Feb. 4. Poster 
parades start from Arsenal station to-morrow 
(Saturday), 3 p.m., and on Monday, Feb. 3, 
7 p.m. (For meetings see programme.) All 
those willing to chalk and distribute bills 
should send in names at once. A large crowd 
was very interested in Miss Kelly’s speech last 
Saturday. Hon. Secs., Miss Clifford and Miss 
Gregory, 4, Heathwood-gardens, Charlton.)

HOME COUNTIES.

Bexhill.
Many thanks to Miss Tristram for her ex- 

cellent speech at Tuesdays meeting, and to 
Miss Stewart for so ably presiding. Will all 
attend these weekly meetings regularly and 
do all in their power to help Miss Giveen, who 
is taking over the organising, of local work? 
(Org., Miss Giveen. Shop, Marina.)

Bournemouth.
Will members1 make a special effort this 

week to give time for paper-selling? Grate- 
fully acknowledged: Miss Osler, 5s.; Miss 
Morgan Jones, 5s.; Miss Wall, 2s.; Miss 
Roberts, 1s. (Hon. Sec., Miss B. Berry. Shop, 
221, Old Christchurch-road.)

Brighton and Hove.
- Many thanks to all who helped to make the 
deputation tea and meeting a success. Miss 
Pick worth, hon. secretary Free - Church 
League, has kindly promised to speak at next 
Monday’s (Feb. 3) members’ meeting. Mem- 
bers are asked to bring friends. (Org., Miss 
G. Allen. Shop, 8, North-street-quadrant.)

Canterbury.
The meeting in Foresters’ Hall advertised 

for Monday last has been postponed until to- 
day (Friday). Members are asked to bring 
friends. Stewards are needed. Thanks to 
Mrs. Crosby for a most successful drawing- 
room meeting. Miss Helsby is canvassing 
with THE SUFFRAGETTE every week with great 
success; will others volunteer to do the same? 
(Org., Miss Evelyn Billing, 6, St. George’s- 
place.)

Eastbourne.
From to-day Miss Goldingham will take on 

organising work in the town,and the organiser 
hopes that all members will do their very best 
to help her in every way. There is a great, 
deal to be done before Mrs. Pankhurst's meet- 
ing, Feb. 20; all must combine to make it 
a tremendous success. Help is wanted for 
poster parades, bill distributing, and the sell- 
ing of tickets. Gratefully acknowledged: 
Mrs. Anderson, 2s.; Miss Lloyd, 7s. (Org., 
Miss M. S. Allen, Shop, 58a, Grove-road.)

Hastings.
The organiser asks all members to give Miss

Giveen (who is taking over the organising of 
local work) a most hearty welcome. Miss 
Macaulay’s speech on “ Women in History" 
at last Monday’s meeting was much enjoyed. 
The help given by working women who joined 
in deputation was thoroughly appreciated, also 
the generosity of those members who by sub- 
scriptions made it possible for them to go. 
Gratefully acknowledged : Mrs. Papillon, 5s.; 
Mrs. Parr, 10s.; Miss M. Woodgate, 10s. (Org., 
Miss Giveen. Shop, 8, Claremont.)

Oxford.
An " At Home" was kindly given by Mrs. 

Berry on Jan. 23. The same kind hostess has 
issued an invitation for Feb. 6; a cordial re- 
sponse is anticipated. Mrs. Richards and, if 
possible, Mrs. Morton will be the speakers. 
Will members do all they can to make known 
the M.P.U. Corn Exchange meeting, Feb. 11? 
Mr. Lansbury and Mr. Pethick Lawrence will 
speak. Tickets may be had from Mr. Crook, 
25, Chalfont-road. Mrs. Richards has ar- 
ranged to be “at home" at 209, Woodstock- 
road, on the second, third, and fourth Tues- 
days in term to members and their friends. 
(Hon. Sec., Miss Graham, 27, Norham-road.)

Reading.
Help is needed for shop-minding, paper- 

selling, distributing bills advertising meetings, 
&c. There is work for everyone. Members 
and friends please call at the shop, even if you 
have only half an hour in the week to spare. 
Open-air meetings will begin at once. (Org., 
Miss Garrett. Shop, 49, Market-place.)

Tunbridge Wells.
Mr. Lansbury is speaking for the I.L.P. at 

Tunbridge on Friday, Feb. 7, at 8 p.m. It 
is hoped that several members will 
sell THE SUFFRAGETTE outside the hall. Mem- 
bers are asked to sell tickets for Miss A. Ken- 
ney’s meeting, Feb. 12. Gratefully, acknow- 
ledged : Miss D. Lelacheur, £3; Mrs. Davis, 

’ £1; Mrs. Collings, 2s. 6d.; Miss Bracewell, 2s. 
(Hon. Sec., Miss O. Walton. Office, 11, Pan- 
tiles.)

Wallington.
A most interesting address was given by Mr. 

G. Colmore at Hillcrest Hall on Tuesday, 
Jan. 14. The subject chosen was “ Some 
Factors in the Women’s Movement.” Grate- 
fully acknowledged: Nurse Dygory, 4s. (Hon. 
Sec., Mrs. de Vere Mathew, Dinham, Hill- 
side-gardens.)

Worthing.

Very many thanks to Miss McFarlane for 
sending a copy of THE Suffragette to the local 
doctors. Members are, expected to do their 
utmost to advertise Mrs. Pankhurst’s meeting. 
Local tradespeople should be asked to show 
handbills in their shops. (Hon. Sec., Miss 
Margot Douglas, Foxdown, Findon, Sussex.) 

THE MIDLANDS.

Birmingham.
A series of drawing-room meetings is being 

arranged in Birmingham and district. Will 
members willing to lend their rooms for this 
purpose please write to Miss Bertha Ryland, 
19, Hermitage-road, Edgbaston, who is making 
arrangements. Volunteers for street selling 
urgently needed; please enter names on list 
at office. Office minder needed for Thursday 
morning. The Dramatic Club thank all 
friends who assisted in any way at social. 
(Org., Miss Dorothy Evans. Office, 97, John 
Bright-street.)

Leicester.
Everyone enjoyed Mr. Lansbury’s fine meet- 

ing in the Corn Exchange on Monday, Jan. 20. 
Many more jumbles are needed for sale, St. 
Faith’s Church Room, Brandon-Street, Bel- 
grave, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 3.45 p.m. Helpers 
are needed at 2.30 to set out the goods. Hand- 
bills for Dr. Kerr’s meeting can be obtained

at shop. Will members please give as much 
time as possible to canvassing among friends 
for this meeting? (Org., Miss Gladys Hazel, 
Shop, 14, Bowling-green-street.)

Northampton.
More members are required to take office 

either morning or afternoon. This is a very 
important though easy way to assist in local 
work. Members who subscribe to weekly 
fund are askedto sendcontributions 
up to date. An important members’ meeting 
will be held at the office to-night (Friday), 8 
p.m. ; please do not fail to be present. Gratz- 
fully acknowledged: Mrs. Gawthropp, £1 1s.; 
Miss Parr, 2s. 6d. (Org., Miss Miller. Office, 
18, Abington-street.)

Nottingham.
It is hoped that the speakers’ class will start 

on Wednesday, Feb. 5. Members wishing to 
join should let Miss Marsh know at once. All 
particulars will then be given. The organiser 
addressed the Nottingham branch of the Shop 
Assistants’ Union. More paper-seliers ale 
needed. Whist 2 drive at office, Mon- 
day, Feb. 3, 7.15 p.m. Tickets 1s. 6d. (Org., 
Miss C. A. L. Marsh. Office, 30, Bridlesmith- 
gate.)

Potteries (Staffs).
Every member is asked to bring at least 

three or four friends to meeting, Newcastle, 
Feb. 3. Will all stewards be at the hall at 7 
o’clock sharp? If possible, public meetings 
will be held in Burslem, Longton, and Tun- 
stall during the coming weeks. Will all who 
can help in these towns please send in their 
names to the organiser? THE SUFFRAGETTE can 
be obtained from Mr. .Brown, newsagent, 
Tontine-square, Hanley. Members should buy 
several copies each week, and either sell them 
again or pass them on to their friends. Funds 
are urgently needed. (Org., Miss H. Burkitt,
9, Church-street, Hanley.)

Walsall.
Members and friends are looking forward 

to Friday, Feb. 7, when Mrs. Barnard is 
kindly giving a drawing-room meeting, ■ at 
which Miss Gladys Keevil will speak. Mrs. 
Burman will preside. (Hon. Sec., Miss F. 
Ward. Office, 19, Leicester-street.)

WEST OF ENGLAND.

Bath.
Miss Francis gave an impromptu address 

at a social . gathering of the Railway 
Women’s Guild on Jan. 20, arousing much 
interest and sympathy. There will be a lan- 
tern slide lecture illustrating the history of 
the militant campaign at the Assembly 
Rooms, Thursday, Feb. 20, 8 p.m. Lecturer: 
Miss I. Green. Tickets, 1s., 6d., and 3d. 
Members are requested to sell tickets and do 
their best to make lecture a success. - Will 
anyone volunteer to sell a few copies of the 
paper every week either in the shops, 
amongst friends, or from door to door ? 
There is much work still to be done in get- 
ting THE Suffragette more widely known. 
Will some member who cannot help in other 
ways kindly make marmalade for sale in 
shop? Gratefully acknowledged, Deputation 
Fund : Miss E. von Taube, 10s.; gifts for 
shop : Mr. Duys and Miss Searle ■ donation : 
Mrs. MacGregor. (Hon. Secs., The Misses 
Tollemache. Shop, 12, Walcot-street.)

Bristol.
Seven working women, with their Bristol 

banner, went to London for Mrs. Drum- 
mond’s deputation. Very many thanks for 
the generous response to appeal for deputa- 
tion funds. Donations were published in last 
week’s report, but unfortunately the words 
“ For the Deputation Fund ‘ were omitted. 
Further contributions to same fund, per Miss 
Tessie Smith : Mrs. Evans, 6s. ; Mrs. Edwards, 
10s.; per A. M. Walters, The Misses Startup, 
5s. (Org., Miss Pridden. Shop, 37, Queen’s- 
road, Clifton.)

Cheltenham.
At last Saturday’s meeting several members 

agreed to take extra copies of THE SUFFRAGETTE 
for this week. It was agreed to hold a public 
meeting early in February. Will all those who 
intend contributing towards rent of Suffrage 
Shop kindly let secretary know in writing how 
much they are able to give? Members’ sub- 
scriptions now due. . (Hon. Sec. Miss E. L.
Andrews, 2, Vittoria-walk.)

Cornwall.
Next meeting, Municipal Buildings, Truro, 

Feb. 1, three p.m. Discussion on develop- 
ments. Gratefully acknowledged: Mrs. Van 
Agnew Corbett, 15s. (Hon. Sec., Miss E. 
Williams, Glanofan, Devoran).

Newport.
Mrs. Pilliner addressed the first weekly 

meeting this year on Wednesday, Jan. 22. 
Miss Lester Jones kindly recited. A circu- 
lar has been sent to members and sym- 
pathisers asking them to give an annual sub- 
scription to local funds. Miss Powell would 
be glad if any member could keep the office 
open from11 to 1 on alternate Tuesdays, 
the only time left unfilled. (Hon. Sec., Mrs. 
Humphrey Mackworth. Shop, 11, Stow-hill.)

WALES.

Cardiff and District.
The organiser appeals to all those who for 

various reasons are unable to sell THE Sur- 
FRAGETTE in the streets, to send her occasion- 
ally a donation to allow her to send copies to 
women householders, and prominent officials 
in Cardiff. An anonymous member often does 

this, as she is unable to sell; many might fol- 
low her example. Tickets for Mrs. Pank- 
hurst’s meeting in Cory Hall, Feb. 19, may 
be had at the office. A real effort should be 
made by members to dispose of them. Grate- 
fully acknowledged : ‘A Working Woman’’ 
(2nd donation), 2s.; Miss Sarah Higginson, 
2s.; Mrs. E. J. Williams, 5s. A sale of work, 
for which the organiser hopes members and 
friends are busily working, will be held at end 
of April. Miss Gillett (W.S.P.U. member) 
has a literature stall in the market every 
Saturday. She would appreciate visits from 
Suffragettes. (Org., Miss A. Williams. 
Office, 27, Charles-street, Cardiff.)

EASTERN COUNTIES.

Cambridge and District
Thanks to Mrs. Gaul, a successful “ At 

Home," addressed by Miss G. Brackenbury, 
was held on Jan. 22.. A crowded and enthu- 
siastic women’s meeting was held the same 
night at the Romsey Town Institute, also ad- 
dressed by Miss Brackenbury. Many thanks 
to those members who gave cakes, and especi- 
ally to Miss Pryor, whose indefatigable indus- 
try contributed largely to the success of this 
meeting. Delegates., went up to represent 
Cambridge at the conferences held on Thurs­
day and Friday at the Horticultural Hall.
Gratefully acknowledged towards Deputation 
Fund: Mrs. Heath, 2s.; A Man Sympathiser, 
2s.; Nurse Ward, 2s.; Mrs. Levett, 2s.; A 
Friend, 1s.; Mrs. Ford, 1s.; Miss B., ls. 2d. ; 
Miss Pryor, 2s. 6d.; A. G., 1s. 6d.; Miss 
Andrews, 2s. 6d.; Miss Smith, 2s. 6d.; Mrs. 
Ward, 6d.; Nurse James, 6d.; Mrs. Norman, 
1s.; Anon., 6d.; Mrs. Hibling, 2s. 6d.; Mrs. 
Rice, 1s. -6d.; per Mrs. Ivett, 5s. 6d.; Mrs. 
Johnson, 2s. 6d.; per Mrs. Johnson, 10s. 
(Org., Miss O. Bartels, 79, Chesterton-road.) '

Ipswich and District.
The meeting at St. Michael’s Hall was very 

successful, and Miss Brackenbury’s speechwas 
much appreciated by a large audience. Will 
members kindly send in to the shop names 
of friends they would like invited to Mrs 
Pankhurst’s reception at Co-operative Hall, 
Feb. 11. Miss Fison would be glad of paper- 
sellers and canvassers-for selling the present 
issue of the paper. This is such a very im- 
portant work that it is hoped all members 
will do what they can. (Hon. Sec., Miss 
King. Shop, Dial-lane.)

NORTH-EASTERN COUNTIES.

Bradford.
Fifteen delegates had an enthusiastic send 

of to London on Wednesday morning. Mem- 
bers are urged to attend Monday teas, and so 
keep in touch with each other and with the 
local union. Money will be welcomed to carry 
out advertising schemes. Contributions to be 
sentto Mrs. Potter, 1,131, Grangefield-avenue. 
Gratefully acknowledged (Advertisement 
Fund): Mrs. Mills, 1s.; Miss Mills, 1s.; Mrs. 
Bowers, 10s. • Miss Vaughan, 6d.; Mrs. Brown, 
1s.; sale of goods, 6d. Deputation Fund: 
Mrs. Holton, 15s.; Mrs. Percy Lund, 10s.: 
A. L. and L. L., 10s.; Mrs. Brown, 2s. 6d. 
(Hon.. Sec., Miss Millar Wilson. Office, 68, 
Manningham-lane.)

Doncaster.
Members are earnestly requested to order 

their SUFFRAGETTE from local newsagents and 
obtain promises from them to show a weekly 
poster regularly. Papers sold out in Baxter- 
gate on Saturday; , volunteers urgently! 
needed. Members please concentrate on the 
whist drive and dance (see notices) and help 
to make it a financial success. (Hon. Sec., 
Miss Brown, 61, Broxholme-lane.)

Halifax.
. All sympathisers and friends are heartily 
invited to the second of the series of monthly 
meetings arranged on Wednesday, Feb. 5 
(see programme). (Hon. Sec., Dr. Helena 
Jones, 3, Rhodesia-avenue.)

Newcastle.
Mr. Lansbury received an enthusiastic re- 

ception at the Town Hall on Wednesday, and 
by his speech quickly won the sympathy of 
the whole audience. Many thanks to Miss 
Allan for presiding, and to those members 
who worked so hard for success. Will all who 
are free to-morrow (Saturday) come down to 
South Shields to work up meeting to be held 
on Tuesday (see programme)? A poster- 
Parade will leave South Shields station at 
12.30, and much canvassing remains to be 
done.Help is also wanted for poster- 
parading and canvassing at Sunderland for 
Thursday’s meeting (see programme). It is 
hoped there will be a large turn-out on Wed- 
nesday to meet some of the deputation dele- 
gates. (Org., Miss L. Mitchell. Shop, 77, 
Blackett-street.)

Scarborough.
Gratefully acknowledged: Mrs. Wigney, 

£1; Miss Taylor, 5s. Deputation Fund sub- 
scriptions from Miss Bremner, Miss King, 
Mrs. Cooke, Miss Suffield, Mrs. Gill, Mrs. and 
Miss Piper, Miss Barker, amounted to £15. 
Will any member volunteer to help the shop 
on Tuesday morning or Monday afternoon? 
(on. Sec., Miss Nora Vickerman, 33, St. 
Nicholas Clif.)

Sheffield.
A, members’meeting will be held on Wed- 

nesday, Feb. 5,at 8p.m. E ery member is 
asked to attend. Jumble rale, Saturday, 
Feb. 8, at 3 p.m. More contributions and 
peipers wanted. Bills to advertise sale ready 
for distribution. Sewing meeting and tea at 
shop every Tuesday. Will every member pro- . 
muse to make at least one garment of “ non- . 
ham"? Volunteers for paper-selling urgently

needed. (Hon. Sec., Miss E. M. Schuster. 
Office, 26-28, Chapel-walk.)

York.
Members are wanted to help to organise 

district meetings to work up a big meeting 
for Mrs. Drummond, March 31. The repre- 
sentatives on the deputation were most 
grateful for the kindness shown them in Lon- 
don, and York . is very much richer ; for the 
work done for the deputation—greatly due 
to Miss Agnes Suffield’s energetic campaign.

Miss V. Key Jones. Office, Colby- 
ers, Coppergate.)

NORTH-WESTERN COUNTIES.

Manchester.
Particulars for February monthly meeting 

to be announced later. There will be a 
committee meeting of the office to-night 
(Friday) at 6.45 prompt, and a special mem- 
bers’ meeting at 8 p.m. A good attendance 
is requested. (Hon. Sec., Miss K. Wall- 
work. Office, 32, King-street West.)

Wallasey.
Mrs. John Edwards read a paper on the 

White Slave Traffic at Monday’s meeting. 
The following friends are thanked for dona- 
tions towards Deputation Fund : Miss Fran- 
cis, 5s.; Miss Paul, 2s. 6d.; Miss Foster, 
2s. 6d.; Anon., 2s. 6d. : Mrs. Foinquinos, 2s.; 
Miss E. Couldrey, 2s.; Miss C. Couldrey, 2s.; 
Miss Davies, 2s.; Miss Hoy, 2s.; Mrs. Dodd, 
2s. 6d.; Mrs. Robinson, 1s.; Mrs. Jones, 1s.; 
Anon., ls.; Miss McGhee, 1s.; Miss Renner, 
1s. Each member is asked to bring to next 
Monday’s meeting an article worth - sixpence 
and to buy for the same amount. Miss Francis 
has kindly undertaken the musical arrange- 
ments. Miss Muriel Slade will recite. (Hon. 
Sec., Miss Lee, 58, Belvedere-road.)

SCOTLAND.

Dundee.
Dundee was well represented Miss Mac- 

Farlane, Mrs. Mackenzie, and Miss Cowley, 
who went to London to join Mrs. Drummond’s 
deputation. Miss MacFarlane’s address to 
the Templars was followed by a most interest- 
ing discussion on Tuesday. Several new 
speakers are coming forward at the open-air 
meetings which are being held in different 
parts of Dundee. Contributions towards ex- 
penses of Albert-square demonstration would 
be welcome. Members should make a point 
of beingat the West Foresters’ Hall on Wed- 
nesday, Feb. 5. (Org., Miss F. Parker. Office, I 
61, Nethergate.)

Glasgow.
Members have addressed a number of. 

societies on Woman Suffrage in the last fort- 
night. On Jan. 17 Mrs. Wilson spoke to the 
Palmadie Literary Society. Miss H. McLean 
and Miss Hunter debated at the Canal Boat- 
men’s Institute on- Jan. .22, and on Jan. 241 
Miss Perry gave a paper which was much ap- 1 
preciated at the Bridgeton Baptist Church 
Literary Society. Workers are reminded that 
there is still time to distribute bills for the 
Greenock meeting to-morrow, at which Mr. 
George Lansbury and Mrs. Gough will speak. 
(Org., Miss L. M. Underwood. Office, 502, 
Sauchiehall-street.)

Speakers’ Class.
Hon. Elocution Mistress, Miss Rosa

Leo, 45, Ashworth-mansions, Elgin- 
avenue, W. ; Hon. Sec., Miss Hale, 
Lincoln‘s-inn House, Kingsway, W.C.

Speakers are very much needed at the pre- 
sent time, as many meetings must, be held 
in order to explain the situation to the man 
in the street. Every member who feels she 
can do this work should come forward now 
and join these classes. Miss Leo’s private 
classes take place every Saturday at 41, Nor- 
folk-square, W., at 4 p.m., by kind permission 
of Mrs. Ayrton. All communications con- 
cerning these should be made to Miss Leo, 
and those about the public classes to Miss
Hale.

RULES.
1. Members of the W.S.P.U. only are 

eligible.
2. The class is held in Lincoln’s Inn House,

Kingsway, every Friday, at 7.45 p.m. sharp.
3. Entrance fee, 3d. weekly, proceeds to be 

used for the purchase of educational litera- 
ture.

4. The library books are only to be kept one 
week, and must be returned or sent by post 
before the next class.

5. Members are limited to ten classes, and 
it must be clearly understood that no one 
shall be admitted to these classes except 
intending speakers.

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.
Men’s Political Union for Women’s

Enfranchisement.
Interested audiences listened to the speakers 

in Bow and in Hyde-park. In the park the 
crowd numbered several thousand. Will mem- 
bers and friends bear in mind that the Sunday 
meetings will be held at 3 p.m. in future? 
The Oxford branch (hon. sec., Mr. 
Harris Crook, 25, Chalfont-road) will hold 
a public meeting at the Corn Exchange on 
Tuesday, February 11, at 8 p.m. Speakers : 
Mr. George. Lansbury and Mr. Pethick Law- 
rence. Chair: Mr. H. D. Harben. For meet- 
ings see programme. Already acknowledged : 
£1,814 9s. 8d.; Mr. H. V. Inglis, Is.; Mr. S. 
Sparrow, 5s.; Mr. Thos. L. Hine, 1s. 6d.; Mr. 
H. Laski, 5s.; Mr. G. Garfield Green, 2s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. F. W. Coope, 5s.; Lady Knyvett, £12 2s.; 
Mr. M. M. Rogers, 5s.; Mr. J. A. Perry, 4s.; 
Mr. A. J. Billinghurst, 5s.; ■ “Instead of 
Christmas Gifts,” 10s.; membership fees, 6s.; 
total, £1,829 1s. 8d. (Hon. Sec., Victor D. 
Duval. Office, 13,. Buckingham-street, Strand, 
W.C.)

Men’s Federation for Women's Suffrage.
Great success attended the meetings held 

during the week over a wide area, thanks to 
all the members who have taken part. An 
unusually large number of new members have 
been enrolled. The meeting in Victoria-park 
on Jan. 26 was, as in the previous week, the 
largest held in the park. Keen interest was 
shown. The warm thanks of the Federation 
are given to those members of the local 
W.S.P.U. who so kindly assisted. Their ser- 

vices will be greatly missed when they recom- 
mence their own meetings.Will the gentle- 
man who as a humble seeker after truth" I 
so courteously questioned the Federation’s 
speakers on Jan. 24 and 25 at Horseferry-road 
and Tachbrook-street meetings kindly send his1 
address to the office, as it is desired to forward | 
him some literature? Will all members please 
send to office a note of the days which suit 
them best? (Hon. Sec., Victor Prout, 28, St. 

‘ P aul’s-chambers,Lu dgat e-hill, E.C.)

Teachers’ Franchise Union,
The London Teachers’ Association met in the 

large hall of the Memorial Hall, Farringdon- 
street, on Saturday, Jan. 25, to consider the 

: following motion moved by Mr. Hicks Bolton, 
M.A., and seconded by Mr. E. T. Lee, B.A.: 
“That this association shall support the prinei- 
ple of equal pay for equal work for men and 
women .teachers of the same professional 
status." There was a large attendance and a 
long and animated discussion. The resolu- 
tion was carried by a good majority. The 
best thanks of women teachers are due to Mr. 
Hicks Bolton and Mr. Lee, also to Mr. Bull and
Mr. Mark Wilks, for ably supporting the 
motion. Hon. Sec., Miss H. M. Townsend, 27,
Murillo-road, Lee, S.E.)

The Forward Cymric Suffrage Union.
The first public meeting will be held at 

Alan’s Tea Rooms, 263, Oxford-street, Mon- 
day, Feb. 3, at 7 p.m. The chair will be taken 
by Mrs. Mansell Moullin, and Mr. George 
Lansbury, will speak. Mrs. * 
Davies will also speak in Welsh.

Mrs. Mary E.
Mrs.

Williams Hackney has kindly consented 
to sing some Welsh songs. Attoch chwi Gymri 
Deuwch yn Unocdd a deuwch yn gynnar. 
Croesaw i bawb. (Hon. Sec., Mrs. M. E. 
Davies, 53, Wandsworth-bridge-road, Fulham,
S.W.) ■

Clerks’ W.S.P.U.
A members’ meeting will be held at 347, 

Goswell-road to-day (Friday), and it is hoped 
that each member will do her best to attend 
as there are important matters to bedis- 
cussed. Albert Hall tickets are now on sale, 
and may be had on application to the secre- 
taries. Donations towards next indoor meet- 
ing will be very welcome. (Hon. Secs., Miss 
Cynthia Maguire, 39, Priory-road, W. Hamp- 
stead; Miss P. A. Ayrton, 62, Edith-road., W.
Kensington.)

The Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society.
Thanks to Miss C. O’Connor, who has so

THOMPSONS
OF TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD. ITD

‘‘Right in the heart of Furnitureland.”
We have refitted the whole of our basement as Furniture Showroom., and here one may find - 
every possible range of Furniture from Jacobean to the very latest in Office fittings. Our Value 
for Money system holds as good in our Furniture Dept, as in every other. Write for a catalogue.

Reproduction of Fine Oak Jacobean Dresser, 
fitted four Cupboards and two Drawers. 
Brass or oxydised handles. Polished Dark 
Brown Antique Colour, 5 Er. wide, 6 ft. 9 ins. 2′7 ‘7. 
high, back to front, I ft. 10 ins. * * ‘
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Everything for the home.
163-170 TOTTENHAM COURT RD. LONDONW
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kindly organised the poster parade and picket- 
ing of members during the last week. Mem. 
bers are invited to offer special prayers during 
the reading, of the Franchise Bill. Those who 
have not already paid their membership fee 
for the year are asked to send it at once to 
the hon. treasurer. (Acting Sec., Miss M. 
Whateley. Office, 55, Berners-street, Oxford, 
street, W.)

Irish League for Women’s Suffrage.
The meeting on Jan. 28 was a great success. 

Miss Winifred Mayo’s address being much ap. 
preciated. The next meeting will be on Tues- 
day, Feb. 11, at 8 p.m. ,when it is hoped that 
a gentleman well known for his legal ability 
will speak on " Woman and the Law. (Sec., 
Miss Lynch, Emerson Club, 19, Buckingham- 
street. Strand.)

Free Church League for W.8.
- An all-day devotional meeting was held at 
Caxton Hall on Jan. 20. A bazaar will be held 
at the Rectory-road Congregational School- 
room on April 17 and 18. Inquiries should 
be made of Mrs. Trafford Williams, 218, 
Evering-road, N.E.

The Church League for Women’s Suffrage.
Sunday, February 2, Corporate Communion 

Day; Monday, February 3, Anerley and 
Crystal Palace Branch. Meeting inTown 
Hall 8 p.m. Speakers on “ White Slave 
Traffic,’ Miss Abadam and Mr. Edward

Admission free.
Tickets, 1s. and 6d.

ANTIQUES.

VARY CASEY, 293, LINCOLN’S INN
— FIELDS.Genuine QLD ENGLISH FURNL. 
TURE and CHINA. .Everything at low prices. 
Every piece guaranteed. Specialities, XVIIIth century 
chairs and blue and white pottery and porcelain. •

For Dispensing &Toilet Preparation. 
You are respectfully invited to go to

FRANCIS WILDE, M.P.S.
100, BROMPTON ROAD, s.w. ‘

Prompt, careful, and personal service in presering. work and Pharmacy. Proprietor of Cremole. Crae 
Soap, and Preparations. Highly recommended.and 
under distinguished medical and social patronage Enquiries sphcited. Phone No. 1092 WESTERN

MARIE ROCHFORD,
34, BAKER ST.

SMART & ARTISTIC HA TS
ORIGINAL IDEAS—from 7/6 to £4. 

HATS SENT ON APPROVAL.
Renovations a Speciality.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS.
Single Insertion id. per word, minimum 1s. 6d.

(Four Insertions for the price of three). “
All advertisements must be. prepaid. To 
ensure inserlion'iti our next issue all adver- 
tisements mustbe received, no.t later than 
Tuesday afternoon. Address: The Adver­
tisement Manager,THE SUFFRAGETTE, 
Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway, I C.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Mackenzie—mcmanus.—On Janu- 
ary 17, at Green Edge, Beaumaris, Anglesey, 

to Marion Mackenzie, wife of James McManus, a.son.

T OST PROPERTY.—Miss Kerr is in 
44 charge of this Department, and all articles 

found at meetings, &c., should be sent to her without 
delay.

GIVEN TO BE SOLD FOR THE
TUNDS..

Gold Pendant and Chain, very old and of 
.exquisite workmanship i pendant, 

heart shape, set gems, chain five TONS 
of fine links .9 .. ••

Ring, set single diamond ••
Turquoise Ring (5 stones) — --
—Do. X (7stones)
Turquoise Signet Ring - — . ** 
Gold and Blue Enamel Chain Braceitt . - 
Gold Curb Bracelet, set 5 turquoise " 
Gold Charm (lucky bean), set dinmone * - 
Gold Curb Bracelet
Gold Brooch........ •
Gold and Mosaic Brooci) —
T wo Maltese Silver Bracelets, Per pair ‘.
Gold and Pearl Pin .. s —lrak

Apply to Mrs. SANDERS, W.S.k.U. —coin 3" 
House, Kingsway, W.C.

BOARD-RESIDENCE, Etc.

Absolute Privacy, Quietude, and Re- 
. finement, no extras. At the Strand Imperial 
Hotel, opposite Gaiety Theatre, ladies, will find the 

ireshest, daintiest, cosiest quarters: sumptuous bed 
room, with h. and c. water fitted: breakfast.hath, 
attendance and lights, from 5s. Od.: en pension. 9s. 
Finest English provisions. Terrace, garden, louneer 
— MANAGERESS. 4788 Gerrard.

A LBEMARLE COURT HOTEL, 35, 36, 
and 37, CLEVELAND SQUAREILAN 

(ASTER GATE, W. Reopening with the following 
attractions—Handsome new Lounge, Smoking and 
Drawing-rooms, large airy bedrooms; with telephone, 
multiplicity of baths, continuous hot waterservice, 
exceptional cuisine. Visitors can have use of private 
sitting-room for receptions, &c. Pension from 2 cns 
A trial will ensure permanent patronage. Under 
direct management of Mrs HORNE. Telephone .
Mayfair 3708. 9

RIGHTON.—A comfortable HOME at
- moderate terms Ordinary or reform diet. 

Miss TURNER, W.S.P.U., Sea View, Victoria-road, 
Brighton.Nat. Tel. 1702

Brighton.—TITCHFIELD house,
BOARDING ESTABLISHMENT, 21, Upper 

Rock-gardens, off Marine-parade. Good ape: 
Terms from 25s.—Mrs. GRAY, Member W.S.P.U.

COMFORTABLE. APARTMENTS— 
V Cooking a speciality, vegetarian if desired. 
One minute from splendid golf links and 15 minutes 
from sea.—Miss G.. "Allandale,’ 8, Buchanan- 
avenue, Bournemouth.

/COMFORTABLE RESIDENCE. One
J guinea full, 18s. partial. - Electric light.niss 

DANIEL, Denbigh House, 57, Denbigh-street. west- 
minster.

T ETCHWORTH, ’ HERTS.—HEALTH 
' IA HOME FOR CHILDREN of 2 years and 
upwards. I Reformdiet, outdoor life and occupa- 
tions. Mrs. OGDEN, " St. Faith’s, Required, 
Lady Helper on mutual terms.

" St.

PRIVATE HOTEL for LADIES ONLY 
(quiet and refined), 13, St. George’s-square, 

Westminster. Bedroom, breakfast, bath, and 
attendance from 4s. 6d.—Write or wire Niss DAVIES.

Residential club for ladies.
Rooms, 25s. per week, with board. Cubicles, 

18s.ed. and 19s 6d. Also by the day.—Mrs. 
CAMPEELL-WILEINSON, 19, Weymouth-street, Port- 
land-place, London, W.

WORTHING. — APARTMENTS or 
BOARD-RESIDENCE. Moderate terms. 

Minute from sea. Good cooking Well furnished. 
—Miss CHAPMAN, W.S.P.U., queen’s Lodge, Queen’s- 
road.

TO' BE LET OR SOLD.

HARMING FLAT TO LET for two or 
three months. Two sitting-rooms, two bedrooms, 

kitchen, bathroom, and electric light and gas. Maid 
can be left by arrangement. Three gumeas 4 week.— 
Mrs. WEEB SMITHWICK, 7, Redeliffe-gardens, S.W.

ONVENIENT FURNISHED FLAT, 
- three rooms and kitchen, suitable for student 

or lady engaged during day. TO BE LET for three 
or six months. Good daily servant, if required. 
Central position, close Kingsway and British Mtisenm. 

—Apply Miss KER, W.S.P.U., Lincoln’s Inn House, 
Kingsway.

WANTED.
WANTED. 2 PAYING GUESTS; Feb-

VY ruary, Golder’s Green.. References exchanged
—Mrs. I., c/o THE SUFFRAGETTE, Lincoln’s Inn
House, Kingsway, W.C, l -5

ASHING WANTED by an old-eatab- 
lished Laundress. Shirts, 4d. each; sheets.

tablecloths. and 6d. each; towels, napkins.
dusters, 9d. doz.; chemise, drawers, 1id. each:
servant. ad. each.— Mrs. SMITH, York Hand
Laundry, 63, Osborne-road, Acton. Van in town 
daily.

SITUATIONS WANTED.

CAREFUL, EXPERIENCED HAND-
LAUNDRESS can undertake laundering of 

a family’s linen. Nine years’ reference.— ANNA 
JONES, Kathleen Laundry, Palmerston-road, South 
Acton. Special arrangements for collecting country 
linen.

RS. TUKE strongly recommends her 
late DAILY SERVANT. Good cook, tho- 

roughly trustworthy, quite invaluable.— Further 
particulars from Miss KERR, Lincoln’s Inn House, 
Kingsway, W.C.

SECRETARIAL WORK REQUIRED.
Half-day. Experienced. Literary and dra- 

matic -work—Address ZOE PROCTEL, 308, King’s- 
road, Chelsea.

ANTED, 
and CON

as SECRETARY 
to lady. At home or

abroad. Seven years’ experience.—Write Box 132, 
THE SUFFRAGETTE, Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway.

SITUATIONS VACANT.

House - PARLOURMAID WANTED, 
for flat.- Three in family.—Mrs. MARTIN, 

Lister Institute, Chelsea-gardens, S.W.

ANTED, thoroughly reliable GENE- 
. RAL. Small flat. Write fully, age, capabilities

and experience. Give references.—-! Hamlet-
gardens, Ravenscourt-park, W. Can anymember 
recommend ?. - Si

ANTED. LADY NURSE - COM-
PANION. Girl 10, boy 7, attending school 

morning. Churchwoman. Needlewoman. Suffragist 
preferred. Salary £21-£26— Write Mrs. COOPER, 
8, Warwick-avenne, Paddington.

DRESSMAKING.

PRETTY VELVETEEN FROCKS, dark 
purple or green, to own measures. 27s. Ed.—

Madame MOOnF, +6, Pembridge-villas, W.

IAILOR-MADE COSTUMES. — Latest
. West-End and Paris styles, at moderate 

prices. Highly recommendedby members of 
W.S.P.U. Patterns sent on application.—H. 
NELISSEN, Ladies’Tailor. 14, Great Titchfield-street, 
Oxford-street, W. (near Waring’s).

OKING.— Ms DAME EVANGELINE, 27, 
-Chobham-road,makes upladies’ own 

materials between seasons. Gowns to order, 3 
guineas. Estimates free.

VANOVER. 41k, Ebury-street, Gros.
venor - gardens, S.W.. HABIT MAKER, 

LADIES’ TAILOR, COSTUMIER and FURRIER. 
Highestworkmanship. Fit guaranteed. Recom- 
mended by Hon. Mrs. Haverield, Miss Vera Holmes 
and other members.

LAUNDRY.

-LADY RECOMMENDS GOOD
LAUNDRESS.—Shirts, - nightdresses, (zd.; 

sheets, tablecloths. 2d. and 3d.; towels, napkins, 
dusters, 9d. dozen; chemises and drawers, lid. ; 
maids’, 1s. 3d. Linen returned Tridays.— OSBORNE 
HAND LAUNDRY, 33, Osborne-road, Acton.

MODEL LAUNDRY.—]Famiy work | TOYor GIRL TO EDUCATE, with 
. nspeciality.” Dainty fabrics of every descrip-| — ■ two, boys. Healthy pinewooddistrict.. nspeciality.” Dainty fabrics of every descrip- I, 

tion treated with special care — Tlannels and silks 
washed in distilled water." No chemicals used. Best .
labour only employed. Prompt collections; prompt 
deliveries.— BULLENS, Cressy ■ House Laundry, 
Reynolds-road, Acton Green, W. ■

OLD OAK FARM LAUNDRY, 3, Bloem- 
iontein-avenue. Shepherd's. Bush; W. Tel. :

494 Chiswick. Best family work only. Hand-was tied. 
Electric fittings, preventing firmes and dust. All 
clothes aired in dry-air cupboards.—Manageress, 
Mrs. PURDY, M.W.S.P.U.

FgVHE GORDON LAUNDRY, Hanbury- 
— . road, Acton, W., will be glad to receive orders. 
Special terms for large washings. - Really first-class 
work. Table linen a speciality. Fine linen, silks 
and flannels washed by hand with greatest possible 
care.

ELECTROLYSIS, Etc.

A NTISEPTIC ELECTROLYSIS scienti- 
— - fically and effectually performed. It is the 
only permanent cure for Superfluous Hair. Highest 
medical references. Special terms to those engaged 
in teaching, clerical work, &c. Consultation free.— 
Miss MARION LINDSAY, 35, Cambridge-piace, Norfolk- 
square, W. Telephone: Paddington 3307. 1

( ARE OF THE HAIR.— The hair and 
“scalp skilfully treated with" massage and 
brushing ■ by certificated Masseuses.— Madame IRIS, 
124, Regent-street, W. Booklet free on application; 
Manicure, 18. 6d.

Certificated MASSEUSE,visits
patients forgeneral massage, reducing weight, 

and face-massage.—-

W.S.P.U. MEMBER RECOMMENDS
SPECIAL HAIR TONIC. Invigorates, 

strengthens. Large bottle, 1s. 9d., post Tree.—' 
Miss ELLIS, 24, Russell-road, Ipswich. .

POULTRY AND PROVISIONS.

TRESH FISH (carriage paid).—Cleaned 
— and prepared for cooking. — Send 
1s. 6d. for 41b. choice parcel.—THE QUALITY 
FIsH SUPPLY Co., Dept. E, Aberdeen.

URE COFFEE, ready foruse, made 
by Member of the W.S.P.U., 1s. per bottle s 

1s. 3d., post free.—E. M. H., Glenock, Sutton, Surrey

Suffragist FRUIT FARM, run by 
women for women —BOTTLED FRUIT, Irwin’s 
genuine Scottish Raspberries, unrivalled for flavour, 

and colour, selected fruit gathered, direct into the 
bottle by/ cleanly, respectable women workers. 
Absolutely free from chemical ingredients. Order 
through your grocer.— Wholesale Agents, ROBERT 
JAMIESON AND Co., 40, Shandwick-place, Edinburgh.'

PROFESSIONAL AND
EDUCATIONAL.

Anstey PHYSICAL TRAINING
COLLEGE, CHESTER-ROAD, ERDING- 

TON. College offers a full professional training for 
girls seeking a useful and attractive calling. Swedish 
Educational Gymnastics.Folk Dances. - Classical, 
and Artistic Dancing. Swimming and Outdoor 
Games. Remedial Gymnastics and Massage. .

Good posts obtained after training.

A DA MOORE.—LESSONS in SINGING, 
— Voice Production, Diction.— 106, Beaufort- 
mansions, London.

- o GT. CASTLE ST.
- 9 (Back of Peter Robinson’s), Oxford Circus.

on REGENT ST.59 (Opposite Piccadilly Hotel.)

Grounds 31 acres.
theological ethics.

• Vegetarian - dietary. Non-
References from parents. -15s.

. weekly.——CHARLES OLIVER, B.A.Tadley, Basing- 
stoke, e -4 -sieto cie -5

( ARDENING TAUGHT. Glass-house 
work,Vegetable, Fruit and Floriculture.

Mushrooms, Bees, Poultry and Jam-making. Fees, 
Board-residence and Tuition, 4 guineas per month. 
Mr. and Mrs. S. RAYNER, F.R.H.S., Acacia “House, 
Harmondsworth, Middlesex. ‘Bus route. Hounslow 
to Windsor, alight at Hatch-lane.

R. ’ MABON’S MUSIC STUDIO, 50,
St. George’s-road, Glasgow—Correspondence 

Tuition in Harmony. Personal Lessons in Voice 
Culture.  - - 0190972 ae

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION given oh 
Utility Poultry Farm, 16 acres.Incubation, 

rearing, fattening for market. Terms moderate.— 
SPONG, Felbridge Poultry Farm, East Grinstead, 
Sussex.

TO SUFFRAGIST SP
ROSA LEO, Honorary ■ . 

Production and Public Speaki 
Speakers’ Class, requests those d 
private classes or taking private 
cate with her by letter, to 45, 
Elgin-avenue, W. -Separate cl 
Israel Zangwill writes — Thar 
I spoke nearly an hour at the Albert Hall without 
weariness . . . while my voice carried toevery 
part of the hall.”

TOILET REQUISITES.

RECOMMENDED BY W.S.P.U. MEMBER.
" • THE MEREST SMEAR with a moistened brush 

is sufficient.” " CULTONE,” a delightfully per- 
fumed dentifrice, will under theseconditions last 
6 months for ls.6d. and “ makes the teeth as white 
as driven snow."—Thomas BELYOI AND CO., No. 2, 
New Southgate.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Boneless CORSETS. Unbreakable.
Support without pressure. List free.— 

KNITTED CORSET COMPANY, Nottingham.

AIHILBLAIN CURE.—Genuine, instan- 
" taneous relief. Swelling goes down imme­
diately P.O. 3s. 6d.—Mrs. Cecil CROFTS, 10, Royal 
Arcade, Bond-street, London. "

RINK deliciousSALUT ARIS GINGER
-ALL. Absolutely ■ safe ;i made from dis- 

tilled water.—Ask your grocer or write Salutaris 
Company, 236, Fulliam-road, London, S.W. (men- 
tioning this advertisement). ■: . ■ - id

RARD UPRIGHT PIANO, like 
. new; below half price—11, Parkhurst road, 

Holloway. sr rw ■ ’ =il

BESI FISH, DIRECT FROM THE 
' STEAMER. Sentoff - immediately after 

being landed. Dressed for cooking. Carriage Paid. 
Special Terms to Schools, Convents and Institutions. cRosceParcels, value 2s.Ms 36., 48., 56., and 
somards_ Write for circular to Secretary,' ENTERPRISE FISHING co. (Dept. M.), ABERDEEN

TgHE WOMAN’S VOTE is always in 
I-favour of good coal. Without it tempers 

are apt to beruffled and pretty foreheads marred 
W frowns. Lilleshall Coal obviates all this. - It is 
good coal—clean 7 and hot burning.—Prices from 21s. 6d." per ton. Send for List—WESTEOURSE 
PARK COAL AND IRON COMPANY, Mileage Station, “ •

FIHE METRO’, 1, Kingley-street, Regent- 
street, back of Robinson and Cleavers, 

3 minutes from Pavilion. Dinners, Teas and Lun- 
cheons. Members of the WSP.U- — —re .

LIGHTEN FELD BROS.
THE NON-CRUSH UNDERPARTING.

OLET, Unfurnished HOUSE, 12 
rooms, from March, in Battersea. Piano for 

sale.—Mrs. ARCIIDALE, Studley College, Warwick- 
shire.

VACANT, January 31, SEASIDE COT- 
V TAGE(Furnished). Tlree bed, twositting-rooms, 

kitchen, &c. Lowrent.—Mrs. KNIGHT, "Novar, 
Eariswood, Redhill.

93 GT.PORTLAND ST. “ " 9 (Near Portland Hotel.) 

200 REGENT ST.1 " 9 (Corner of Margaret S.)

LONDON, W.
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