s .1 I E B &
Of the Ricut Hoxouu.xux.a
Lady M--y We-ey M---c:

Written during her TRAVELS in
EUROPE, ASIA axp AFRICA,
b rigl
Perfons of Diftinction, Men of Letters, de.
in different Parts of Evrork.
WHICH CONTAYN,

Among other currous Relations,

AccounTs of the POLICY and MANNERS
of the TURKS.

Drawn from Sources that have becn inacceflible
to other Travellers.

COMPLETE

LONDON:

Printed for M. CooPER, in Pater-nofter-Row.
M DCC LXXV.







PRE TP A CE
Brin LA DY

Was going, like common editors, to ad-
vertife the reader, of the béauties and
excellencies of the work laid before

him: To tell him, that the illultrious author
had opportunities, that other travellers,
whatever their quality or curiofity may have
been, cannot obtain ; and a genius capable
of making the belt improvement of every

" opportunity. - But if the reader, after per-

~ ufing one letter only, has not difcernment to
diftinguith that natural elegance, that deli-
cacy of fentiment and obfervation, that ea-
fy gracefulnefs, and lovely fimplicity (which
is the perfe&ion  of writing) and in which
thefe Letters exceed all that has'appeared
in this kind, or almoft any other, let him
lay the book down, and leave it to thofe
who have.

Tae noble author had the goodnefs te
lend me her MS. to fatisfy my curiofity in
az fome
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fome inquiries T had made ‘concerning her
rravelsy and ‘when Ihad it uwmy hands,
how was it poflible to part with it? T once
had the vanity to hope I might acquaint the
publick, that it” owed this invaluable * trea-
fure to my.importunities. -~ But, alas! the
moft ingenious author has condemmed «it.to
o!,(um:y during her Jife s and eonvidtion, as
well as deference, obliges me to'yield:to her
reafot However,.if' thefe Lelters appear
hercafter, when | amin my grave, let this at-

71

tend thiem, in ‘teftimony to pofterity, that a-

Tt e co mcmporarics, one woman, at
ras juft ro Wer ‘merit.

is not any thing fo excellent,
!mx fome will carp at it; and the rather, be-

ufe f its' excellency. - But to fuch hyper-
icks I thalt not ny WK KR A KRN
*

[ conress, I am malicions enough to
defire, that the world fhould fee, to how
1uch ‘better purpole the Laptes travel
than their Lorps; and that, whillt it is
furfeited with Male-travels, all in the fame
tone, and ftuffed with the fame trifles; a 14~
dy has the fkill to ftrike out a new parth,
and to embellith a worn-out fubje& with va-
ricty of frefh and elegant entertainment.
For, befides the vivacity and fpiriv which

enliven
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enliven: every part, and that inimitable beau-
ty which fpreads through the whole ;. be-
fides the purity of the- flyle, for which. it
may jultly be accounted the ftandard of the
Englith tongue ; the reader will find a more
true and accurate account of the cuftoms
and ‘manners of the feveral mations with
whom this lady converfed,™than he can. in
any | other author. = But, as her ladyfhip’s
penetration difcovers the. inmoft: follies of
the heart, fo the candour of her semper
pafied over them with an air of pity, rather
than reproach; treating with the politenefs
of a court, and the gentenefs of a lady,
what the feverity of her judgment could not
but condemn.

In fhort, let her own fex, at leaft, do her
juflice, lay afide diabolical Envy, and its éro-
ther Malice *, with all their accurfed com-
pany, fly whilpering, cruel back-biting,
fpiteful detradtion, and the reft of that hide-
ous crew, which, T hope, are very falfly faid
to attend the Tea-Table, being more apt to
to think they frequent thofe publick places,
where wvirtuous women -never come. - Let
the men malign one.another,- if they think
fi, and ftrive to pull down merit, when they

a 3 cannot

*.This fair and elegant prefacer 'has refolved,
that Malice fhould be ‘of ‘the ‘mafculine gender: I
believe it is both ma/tuline and feminine, and I
heartily with it were nenter.
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cannot equal it. ~ Let us be better natured,
than to give way to any unkind or difrefped-
ful thought of fo bright an ornament of our
fex, merely becaufe fhe has better fenfe;
for T doubt not but our hearts will rell us,
that this s the real and unpardonable offence,
whatever may be pretended. Let us be bet-
ter Chriftians,i than to look upen her with
an evil eye, only becanfe the giver of all
good gifts has entrufted and adorned her
with the moft excellent talents. Rather let
us freely own the fuperiority of this fublime,
genius, as 1 do, in the fincerity of my foul,
pleafed that a woman riumphs, and proud to
follow in her train. Let us offer her the
palm which is fo juftly her due; and if ‘we
pretend to any laurels, lay them willingly at
her feet.
December 18. 1724. M. A.

Charm’d into love of what ebfcures my fame, ]
If I had wit, I’d celebrate her name,

And all the beauties of her mind proclaim.

‘T'ill Malice, deafen’d with the mighty found,

Its ill-concerted calumnies confound

Let fall the mafk, and with pale Envy meet,

Lo alk, and find, their pardon at her feet.

You fee, Madam, how I lay every thing at
your feet. As the tautology fhews the pover-
1y of my genius, it likeways fhews the-ex-
tent of your empire over my imagination.

May 31. 1725,

ADVER-




ADVERTISEMENT

OF THE

GE DR PO R

THE editor of thefe Letters, who, during his

refidence at Venice, was honoured with
the efteem and friendfhip of their ingenious and
elegant author, prefents them to the publick, for
the two following reafons : v

Firfl, Becaufe it was the manifeft intention of
the late Lady M—y W——y M—¢ that
this seLECT COLLECTION of her letters fhould
be communicited to-the publick ; an intention
declared, not only to 'the editor, but to a few
more chofen friends, to whom fhe gave copies of
the incomparable letters.

The fecond, and principal reafon, that has en-
gn%‘ed the editor to let this Colle@ion fee the
light, is, that the publication of thefe letters will
be an immortal monument to the memory of
Lady M—y W. ————¢ 3 and will thew,
as long as ‘the Englith language endures, the
{prightlinefs of her wit, the folidity of her judg-
ment, the extent of her knowledge, the elegance

of her tafte, and the excellence of her rea/ cha-
racter. . . 7

The
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The serecT CorrLECTION, here publifhed,
was faithfully tranfcribed from the original ma-
nufcript of her ladyfhip at Venice.

The letters from Ratifbon, Vienna, Drefden,
Peterwaradin, Belgrade, Adrianople, Conftanti-
nople, Pera, Tunis, Genoa, Lyons, and Paris,
are certainly the moft curious and interefting part
of this publication, and, both in point of matter
and jform, are, to fay no more of them, fingu-
larly worthy of the curiofity and attention of all
men of tafte, and even of all women of fafbion.
As to thofe female readers, who read for improve-
ment, and think their beauty an infipid thing, if
it is 1ot feafoned by intelle€tual charms, they will
find in thefe letters what they feek for, and will
behold in their author, an ornament and model ta
their fex.

L E T
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To the Countefs of ~——v

Rotterdam, Aug. 3. O. 3 1716,

W FLATTER myfelf, dear fifter, that I fhall
I give you fome pleafure in letting you know
that I'have fafely paffed. the fea, though we

had the ill fortune of a florm. We were per-
{uaded by the captain of the yacht to fet out in a
calm, and he pretended there was nothing {o cafy
as to tide it over; but, after two days flowly mo-
ving, the wind blew fo hard, that none of the
failors could keep their feet, and we were all Sun
day night toffed very Landfomely. 1 never faw a
man more frighted than the captain. For my
part, I have been fo lucky, -neither to fuffer from
fear nor fea-ficknefs ; though, I confefs, I was fo
impatient to fee myfelf once more upon dry land,
that 1 would not ftay till the yacht could get to
Rotterdam, but went in the long-boat to Helvo-
etfluys, where we had voitures to carr to the
Briel. I was charmed with the neatnefs of that
little town ; but my arrival at Rotterdam, pre-
fented mea new fcene of pleafure.  All the ftreets
are paved with broad ftones, and before many of
the meaneft artificers doors are placed feats of va-
rious coloured marbles, fo neatly kept, that, I
affure you, I walked almoft all over the town ¥
fterday, incognits, in. my flippers, without recei-
Nor. 1L A ving
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ving one fpot of dirt; and you may fee the Dutch
maids wafhing the pavement of the ftreet, with
more application than ours do our bed-chambers.
The town feems fo.full of people, with fuch bufy
faces, all in motion, that'T can hardly fancy it is
not fome celebrated fair; but Ifee it is every day
the fame. ’Tis certain no towh can be more ad-
vantageoufly fituated for commerce. Here are
feven large canals, on which the merchants fhips
come up to the very doors of their houfes. The
{fhops and warchoufes are-of “a furprizing neatnefs
and magnificence, filled with an incredible quan-
tity of fine merchandife, and fo much cheaper
than what we fee in England, that I have much
ado 'to perfuade myfelf I am flill fo near it.
Here is neither dirt nor beggary to be feem.. One
is mot fhocked with thofe loathfome cripples, fo
common in London, nor teazed with the impor-
tunity of idle fellows and wenches; that chufe to
be maity and lazy. - The common fervants, and
Tittle {hop-women, here, are more nicely clean,
than moft of ourladies; and the great variety of
meat drefies (every woman drefling her head after
her own fafhion) is an additional ‘pleafure jn fee-

"ing the towni? You {fee, “hitherto, ¥ make no

complaints, * dear fifter; o and; | if I continue' to
like travelling, as well as T do at prefent, I fhall
ot repent my project. - It will go a great way in
making me fatisfied with it, if it affords me an
opportunityof entertaining you. But it is not from
tlolland, that you may expect a:difinterefled offer.
T can write etiough in the flile of Rotterdam, to
tell” you plainly, in one word,' that T expect re-
turns of all'the London news. You fee I have
already learnp to make a good bargain, and that

it
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it is mot for nothing I will fo much as tell you, I
am your affe€tionate fifter.

Lo B D F E- R 1L

To Mrs. §——ss

2 daguey Aug. 5. 05 S 1716,

I MAKE hafte to tell you, dear Madam, ‘that,
after all the dreadful fatigues you threatened
me withy I"am hitherto very well pleafed. with
my journey. - We take care to make fuch fhort
flages every! day, that I rather fancy myfelf upon
parties, of pleafure, than upon the road; and fure
nothing can be mere agreeable than travelling in
Holland: The whole country appears a large

“-garden; the roads are well paved, fhaded on
fide with rows of itrees, and bordered with large
canals, full ‘of boats, pafling and repaffing.  E-
very.twenty paces gives you the profpect of fome

villa, and every. four hours that of a large town,

fo furprifinglyneat, I am fure you would be charm-
ed with them. The place I am now at, is certain-

Iy one of the fineft villages in the world. Here

are feveral fquares finely built, and (what I think

a particular beauty) the whole fet with thick large

trees. . The Vo ¢ is, at the fame time, the

Hide-Park and Mull of the people of quality;

for they take the air in it both ‘on foot and in
coaches. "There are fhops for wafers, cool liquors,

&g'c.—I have been to fee feveral of the moft cele-

Ay brated:
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brated. gardens, but I will not teaze: you with
their deferiptions. I dare fwear you think my
letter already long enough. But I 'muft not con-
clude withoyt begging your pardon, for not obey-
ing your commands, in fending the lace you or-
dered me.  Upon my word, I can yet find none,
that is not dearer than. you may buy it at Lon-
don. If youwant any India goods, here are great
variety of pennyworths ; and I fhall fellow your

orders with great pleafure and exa@nefs; being,,

Dear Madam, &%, &%

B Do DX Dl T ST R

To Mrs. 8. C,

Nimeguen, Aug. ’13. O.8.. 1716:

AM extremely forry, my. dear S. that your

fears of difobliging your relations, and their
fears for your health. and fafety, have hindered
me from enjoying the happinefs of your-compa-
ny, and you the pleafure of a diverting journey.
L receive fome degree of mortification from every
agreeable novelty, or pleafing’ profpect, by the
refle€tion of your having fo unluckily miffed the
delight which I know it would have given you.
f you were with me in this town, you would be
ready to expet to receive vifits from your Notting-
ham friends, No two places were eyer more refem-
bling ; one has but to give the Maefe the name
of the Trent, and there is no diftinguithing the
profpeét..
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you are as much tired with my account of him,
as I was with his fermon; but I am fure your
brother will excufe a digreffion in favour of the
church of England, = You know, fpeaking dif-
refpetfully of the Calvinifls, is the {ame thing
as fpeaking honourably of the church. Adieu,
my dear 8. always remember me3 and be affured
T'can never forget you, &%, &,

LOE PSRRI

To the Lady

Cologn, Aug. 16. O.8. ‘1716.

F'my lddy —— could have any notions of - the
fatigues. that T have fuffered thefe two laft
days, T am fure fhe.would own it a great proof
of regard, that I now fit down to write to. her.
‘We hired horfes from Nimeguen hither, not ha-
ing the conveniency of the poft, and found but
very indifferent-accommodations at Reinberg, our
firft ftage; but it was nothing to what I fuffered
yeflerday. We were in hopes to reach Cologn 3
our horfes-tired at Stamel, three hours from it,
where I was forced to pnfi the night in my clothes,
i a room, not at all better than a hovel ; for

though I have my bed with me, I had no mind.

to undrefs, where the wind came from a thoufand
places.  We left this wretched lodging at day-
break, and about fix, this morning, came fafe
here, where I got immediately into bed. Iﬂe]})t

[0
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{o well for three hours, that T found myfelf per
fectly recovered, and haye had fpirits enough to
go and fee all that is curious in the town, that is
to fay, the churches, for here is nothing _elfe
worth feeing. "This 15 a very large town, but
the" moft ‘part of ‘it is old built. The Jefuits
church, which is the neateft, was thewed me, in
a very complaifant manner, by a handfome young
Jefuit 3 who, not knowing who I was, took a li-
berty in his compliments and railleries, which
very much diverted me. Having never before
feen any thing of that nature, Icould not enough
admire the magnificence of the altars, the rich
images of the faints (all mafly filyer) and the en-
chaffures of the relicks; ‘thoughT could not help
murmuring, in my heart, at the profufion of
pearls, diamonds, and rubies, beftowed on the
adornment of rotten teeth, and dirty rags. I
own that I had wickednefs enough to covet St.
Urfula’s pearl riccklace ; though perhaps this was
no wickednefs at all, an image not being certain-
Jy one’s neighbour; but T went yet farther, and
withed the wench herfelf converted into drefling
plate. I fhould alfo gladly fee converted into fil-
ver, a great St. Chriftopher, which I imagine
would look very well in a ciftern. Thele were
my pious refleCtions: though 1 was very well fa-
tisfied to fee, piled up to the honour of our nati-
on, the fkulls of the eleven thoufand virgins. I
have feen fome hundreds of relicks here of no lefs
confequence; but I will not imitate the common
fiile of travellers fo far, as to give you a lift of
them, being perfuaded, that you have no manner
of curiofity for the titles given to jaw-bones and
bits of worm-caten wood.— Adieu, 1 am juft go-
ing to fupper, where I fhall drink your health in

an
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an admirable fort of Lorrain wine, which I am

{ure is the fame you call’ Burgundy in  London,

&, .

LeECERIE SR W
To the Countefs of B——-

Nuremberg, Aug. 22. O. S. 1916,

FTER five days travelling poft, I could not"

fit down' to write on any other occafion,
than to tell my dear Lady, that I Irave not forgot
her obliging command, of fending her fome ac-
count of my. travels. I have already ‘paffed a
large part of Germany, have feen all that is re-
markable in Cologn, Frankfort, Wurtfburg, and
this place.. "Tis impoffible not to ebferve the dif-
ference between the free towns, and thofe under
the government of abfolute princes, as all the lit-
tle fovereigns of Germany are. In the firft, there
appears. an air of commerce and plenty. ‘'The
fireets are well built, and full of people, neatl
and plainly dreffed. - The fhops ‘are loaded wit
merchandife, and the commonalty are clean and
cheerful.  In the other, you fee a fort of thabby
finery, .2 number of dirty people of quality taw<
dered out; narrow mafty ftreets out of repair,
wretchedly thin of inhabitants, and above half
of the common fort afking alms. I cannot help
fancying one under the figure of a clean Dutch
citizen’s wife, and the other like a poor town la-
dy of pleafure, painted and ribboned out i}:n her
ead-
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Kead-drefls, with tarnifhed filver-laced fhoes, a
ragged under-petticoat, a miferable mixture of
vice and poverty.—They have fumptyary laws in
this town, which diftinguifh their rank by their
drefs, prevent the excefs which ruins fo many other
cities, and has a more agreeable effe&t to the eye
of a ftranger, than our fafhions. T need not be
afhamed to own, that I with thefe laws were in
force in other parts of the world. "When one
confiders impartially, the merit of a rich fuit of
clothes in moft places, the refpect and the {miles
of favour it procures, not to fpeak of the envy -
and the fighs it occafions (which is very often the
principal charm to the wearer) one is forced to
confefs, that there is need of an uncommon un-
Aderftanding to refift the temptation of pleafing
friends and mortifying rivals; and that 1t is na-
tural to young people to fall into'a folly, - which
betrays them to that want of money, which s the
fource of a thoufand bafeneflfes.  What numbers
of men have begun the world with generous in-
clinations, that have afterwards been the inftru-
ments of bringing mifery on-a whole people, be-
ing led by a vain expence into debts that they
could clear no other way, but by the forfeit of
their honour, and” which they never could have.
contracted, if the refpect the multitude pays to
habits, was fixed by law, only to a particular
colour or cut of plain cloth! Thefe refleGtions
draw after them others that are too melancholy.
1 will make hafte to put them out of your head by
the farce of relicks, with which I hive been en~
tertained in all Romifh churches.

Trre Lutherans are not quite free from thefe
follics. . I have feen here, in the principal church,
a large
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a large piece of the crofs fet in jewels, and the
point of the fpear, which they told me, very grave-
ly, was the fame that pierced the fide of our Savi-
our. But I was particularly diverted in a little
Roman Catholick church which is permitted here,
where the profeflors of that religion arenot very
rich, and confequently cannot adorn their images
in fo rich a manner as their neighbours.  For, not
to be quite: deftitute of all finery, they have dreffed
up an image of our Saviour over the altar, ina
fair full-bottomed wig, very well powdered. I
imaginc I fee your ladyfhip ftare at this article, of
which you''very much doubt the veracity 5 but,
upon my word, I have not yet made ufe of the
privilege of a traveller ; and iy whole account is
written with the fame plain fincerity of heart, with
which T affure you that I am, dear Madam, your,
. &ov.

L ETRER W

To Mrs: P-

Ratifbon, Aug. 30. O. 8. 1716,

I HAD the pleafure of receiving yours, but the
A day before Ileft London. I give you a thou-
fand thanks for your good withes, and have: fuch
an opinion of their efhcacy, that, T am perfuaded,
L owe in part, to them, the good luck of having
proceeded {o far on my long journey without any
ill accident. Tor I don’t reckon it any, to have

been
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been ftopped a few days in this town by a cold,
fince it has not only given me an opportunity of
feeing all that is curious in it, but of making fome
acquaintance with the laidies, who have all been
to fee, me: with- great civility, particularly: Aa-
dame 5 the wife of our king’s envoy from Ha-
nover. She has carried me to all the affemblies,
and I have been magnificently entertained at her
houfe, which is onc of the fineft here. You
know,: that all the nobility of this place, afe en-
voys from different ftates.. Here arc a great num-
ber, of them, and they might pafs their time a-
greeably enough, if they were lefs delicate on the
point of ceremony. - But inftead of joining in the
defign of making the town as pleafant to one an-
other as they can, and improving their little focie-
ties, they amufe themfelves no other way, than
with perpetual quarrels, which they take ‘care to
cternize, by leaving them to their fucceflors; and
an envoy to Ratifbon receives, regularly, half a
dozen quarrels, among the perquifites of his em-
ployment. - You may be fure the ladies are not
wanting, on their fide, in cherifhing and impro~
ving thefe important picques, which divide the
town almoft into as many parties, as there are
families. They chufe-rather to- fuffer the morti-
fication of fitting almoft alone on their affembly
nights, : than to recede one jot from their preten-
fions. I have not been here above a week, and
yet I have heard from almoft every one of them
the whole hiftory'of their wrongs, and dreadful
comphaints ‘of the injuftice of their neighbours,
in hopes to draw. me to their party. = But I 'think
it very prudent to remain neuter, though if T was
to ftay amongft them, there would be no poflibili
ty of continuing fo, their quarrels running fo high,
. that
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that they will not be civil to thofe that vifit their
adverfaries. The foundation of thefe everlafting
difputes, turns entirely upon rank, place, and the
title of Excellency, which they all pretend to, and,
what is very hard, ‘will give it to no body. For
ny part, I'could not forbéar advifing them, (for

ihe publick good) to give the title of Excellency

to every body, which would include the receiving
it from every body; but the very mention of fuch
a difhonourable peace, was received with as much
indignation, as Mrs. Blackaire did the motion of
a referénce. And indeed, I began to think my-
felf ill-natured, to offer to take from them, in'a
town where there are {o few diverfions, fo enter-
taining an amufement. Tkinow that my peaceable
difpofition already gives me a very ill figure, and
that *tis publickly whifpered as a picce of imperti-
nent pride in me, that I'have hitherto been fauci-
1y civil to every body, as if I thought no body good
enough to quarrel with. T fhould be obliged to

-change my behaviour, if I did not intend to pur-

fue my journcy in a few days. I have been to fee
the churches here, and had the permiflion of touch-
ing the relicks, which was never fuffered in places
where I was not known. I had, by this privilege,
the opportunity of making an obfervation, which
1 doubt not might have been made in all the o-
ther churches, that the emeralds and rubies which
they fhow round their relicks and images, are
moft of them falfe; though they tell you, that
many of the Croffés and Madonass fet round with
thefe flones, have been the gifts of .emperors and
other great princes. I don’t doubt indeed, but
they were at firft jewels of value; but the good
fathers have found it convenient to apply them to
other ufes, and the people are juft as well fatisfied

with
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“with bits of glafs amongft thefe relicks. They
fhewed me a prodigious. claw fet in gold, wh

they called the claw of a griffin; and I could not
forbear afking the reverend prieft that fhewed it,
Whether the griffin was a faint? The queftion al-
moft put him befide his gravity ; but he anfwered,
They only kept it as a curiofity. I was very much
feandalized at a large filver image of the Zrixisy,
where the Father is repreferited under the figr
of a decrepit old man, with a beard down to his
knees, and triple crown on his head, ho. g in
his arms the Sos, fixed on the crofs, and the Loaly
Ghft, in the thape of a dove, hovering over him.
Madam is come this minute to call me to
{the affembly, and forces me to tell you, very a-
bruptly, thatI am ever your, £,

o2

sl BaE EcR: Vi,
To the Countefls of ————

Vieuna, Sept. 8. O. 8. VRG.

A DM now, my dear fifter, fafely arrived at

Vienna, and I thank God, have riot at all fuf-
fered in my health, nor (what is dearer'to me)
in that of my child, by all our fatigues. We
travelled by water from Ratifbon, a journey per-
fectly agreeable, down the Danube, in one of
thofe little veflels, that they, very proper] all
wooden houfes, baving in them all the conveni-
encies of a palace, floves in the chambers, kitch

Voi. I B
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ens, & They are rowed by twelve men each,
and move with fuch incredible fwiftnefs, that in
the fame day you have the pleafure of a vaft
variety of profpeéis, and, within the {pace of a
few hours, you bave the pleafure of feeing a popu-
Jous city adorned with magnificent’ palaces, and
the moft romantic folitudes, which appear diftant
from the commerce of mankind, the banks of the
Danube being charmingly diverfified with woods,
rocks, mountains covered with vines, fields 'of
corn, large cities; and ruins of rancient caftles.
1 faw the great towns of Paffau and Lintz, famous
for the, retreat of ‘the imperial court, when Vien-
na was befieged.  This town, which has the ho-
nour of being the emperor’s refidence, did not at
all anfwer my expeétation, nor ideas of it, being
much lefs than T expeéted to find its the fireets
* arevery clofe,, and fo narrow, one cannot.obferve
the fine frants of the palaces, though many of
them very well, deferve obfervation, being, truly
magnificent.  They are built of fine white ftone,
and are exceffive bigh. For as, the town isitoo
little for the number of the people that defire, to
live iniit, the buildérs feem to have projecied to
repair that misfortune; by clapping one town' on the
top. of another, moft of the haufes being of five,
and fome of them fix flories. You may cafily
imagine, -that  the: firects being fo: narrow, the
rooms are extremely dark, and; what is an incon-
'veniency much' more intolerable, in my opinion,
the
jn'it. | The apartments of the greateft ladies, and
even'of the minifters' of ftate, are ‘divided, ‘but
by a partition, from that of a taylor or fhoemaker,
and I know. no body that has"above two floors
in any houfe, one for their own ufe, and one
higher

is no houfe has fo few as five or fix families”




higher for theirfervants: Thofe that have houf
of theit own, let out the reft of them to who-
ever willi'take themy and thus the great fairs,
(which: are all ‘of ftone) are as common' and as
dirty.as the flreet.. "Tis true, when you have once
travelled through themy nothi

prifingly magnificent than the 2
are commonly a fuite of ¢
all inlaid, the d
and’ gilt;iand the furniture, fuch as is feldom
feen' in the. palaces of fovereign princes in other
countrics. - ‘Their’ apartm are adorned with
hangings of the fineft tapeftry of Braffels, pro-
digious large looking-glafies in filver frames, fine
japan tables,  beds, chairs, canopies, and win-
dow curtains of the richeft Genoa damalk or vel-
vet, almoft covered with gold lace or emsbroidery.
All this is:made gay by piQturés, and vaft jars of
japan china, and large luftres of rock: ch
I have already had the honous of being invi

d to

‘dinner by feveral of the firft people of quality 5

and I muft do them the juftice to fay, the good
tafte ‘and magnificence of thein tables, very ve.il
anfwered to that of  their: furniture. 1 have been
more than once 'entertaingd “with fifty dithes of
meat, all ferved in filver, and well dreffed 5 the
defert proportionable, ferved in the fineft china.
But the variety and richnefs of their wines, is
what appears the moft furprifing. The conflant
way i5, to lay a lift of their names upon the plates
of the guefls, along with the napkins ; and I have
counted feveral times 'to the number of cichteen
different forts, all exquifite in their } " Lywas
yefterday at Count Schoonbou n, the vice-chan-
cellor’s garden, where T was invited to dinner. I
muft own; Inever faw a place fo perfedily delight-
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fal as the Fzuxbourg of Vienna. "It is very large;
and almaft wholly compofed of delicious palaces.
If the emperor found it proper to permit the gates
of the town to be laid open, | that the Fauxbourg
might be joined to it,, he would have one of the
largeft ‘and beft built cities in Europe. Count
Schoonbourn’s villa is one of the moft i
cent 3 the furniture all rich® brocades, folwzll
fancied and fitted up; nothing can look more gay
and fplendid 3 not to fpeak of a. gallery, full of
rarities of coral, mother of pearl, and, through-
out the whole houfe, a profufion of gilding, car-
ving, . fine paintings, the’ moft beautiful por-
celain, ftatues of alabafter and ivory, and vaft o-
range and limon  trees in gilt pots. The dinner
was perfe@tly fine and well ordered, and made
fill more agieeabie by the good humour of the:
count.  I'have not yet been at court, being for-
ged  to ftay for my gown, without which. there is.
no waiting on the emprefs; though T am not
without great impatience to fee a beauty that has.
been the admiration of fo many different nations.
When I have had that honour, I will not-fail to
let you know my real thoughts, always: taking a
particular pleafure in communicating them to my
dear fifter.

161
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LHE Bo¥ Bo ROVVIHE
To Mr. P ———

Wienina; Sept: 1. 0°S;

ERHAPS you'll laugh at me for thank-

ing you very gravely for all the obliging con-
cern you exprefs for me. *Tis certain that may,
if I'pleafe, take the fine things you fay to me for
for wit and raillery, and, it may be, it would be
taking them right. - But I never; in my life, was
half fo well difpofed to take you in earneft, as [
am at prefent 5 and that diftance, which makes
the continuation of ‘your friendfhip improbable,
bas very much encreafed my faith in-it.o T find
that T have (as well as the reft of my fex) what-
ever face I {et on’t, adtrong difpofition to believe
in: miracles. . Don’t fancy, however, that I am
infcéted by the air of thefe popifh countries ; I
have, indeed {o far wandered from the difeipline
of the: church of England, s to have been laft
Sunday at the opera, vhich was performed in the
garden of the Tavorita 3 -and 1 was fo much pleai-
ed with it, I have not yet repented my fecing it.
Nothing of that kind ever was more magnificent 3
and I can eafily believe what I am told, that the
decorations and habits coft the emperor thirty
thoufand pounds Sterling. The ftage was built
over a very large canal, and, at the beginning of
the fecond adt, divided into two parts, difcover-
ing the water, on which there immediately came,
from different parts, two ficets of little gilded
veflels, that gave the reprefentation of a naval
: B3
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fight. It is not eafy to imagine the beauty of
this {cene, which I took particular notice of. But

all the reft were perfeétly fine in their kind. The

ftory of the opera is the encliantment. of Alcina,
which gives opportunities for great variety of
machines, and changes of the feenes, which are
performed with a furprifing fwiftnefs.  The
theatre is {o large, that it is hard to carry the eye
to the end of it, and the habits in the utmoft
magnificence, to the number of one hundred and
cight. No houfe could hold fuch large deco-~
rations : but the ladies all fitting in the open air,
expofes them to great inconveniencies 3 for there
is but one canopy for the imperial family 5 and
the firft night it was reprefented, a fhower of
rain happening, the opera was broke off, and the
company crowded away in fuch confufior, that I
was almoft fqueezed to. death.~—But if their
operas are thus delightful, their comedies are in
as high a degree ridiculous. They have but one
play-houfe, where I had the curiofity to go to a
German comedy, and was very glad it happened,
to be the flory ‘of Amphitrion.  As that fubject
has been already handled by a Latin, French, and

- Ynglifh poet, I'was curious to fee what an Au-

flrian_author would ‘make of it. I underftand
enough of that language to comprehend the great-
eft part of it; and befides, I took with me a lady,
that had the goodnefs to explain to me every word.
"The way is, to take a box, which holds four, for
yourfelf and company. The fixed price is a gold
ducat. I ithought the houfe very low and dark 5
but I confefs, the comedy admira ly recompenfed
that defeCt. I never laughed fo much in my life.
It began with Jupiter’s falling in Jove out of a
peep-hole in the clouds, and ended with the birtl

i of:




of Hercules. “But what was” moft pleafant, was
the ufe Jupiter made of his metamorphofis ; for
you no fooner faw 'him under the figure of
Amphitrion, but, “inftead’ of flying to Alcmena,
with the raptures Mr. Dryden puts into his mouth,
he fends for Amphitrion’s tdylor, arid cheats him
of ‘a laced coat, and his banker of 4 bag of money,
a Jew of a diamond ring, and befpeaks a great
fupper in his name; and 'the greateft part of the
comedy turns ‘upon poor Amphitrion’s being tor-
mented by thefe people for their débts. Mercury
ufes Sofia in the fame manrer, But I could: not
eafily pardon ‘the liberty the poet has taken of
Jarding his play with, not only indecent exprefli-
ons, but fuch grofs words, as I don’t think our
mob would fuffer from a mountebank, Befides,
the two Sofias very fairly let down their breeches
in the direct view 'of thé boxes, which were full
of ‘people of the firft rank, that feemed very well
pleafed with their entertainment, and affured me,
this was a celebrated piece. 1 fhall conclude my
detter with this remarkable relation, - very well
worthy ' the ferious confideration of Mr. Collicr,
T won’t trouble you with farewell compliments,
which I think generally'as impertinent, as courte..
fies at leaving the room, when the vifit had been
0 long already,

LETTER
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HETTER IK

To the Countéfs of ——..

Viennay Sept. 14, O. 8.

HOUGH I have fo lately troubled  you,

rhy dear fifter,swith-a lorig letter, yet I will

keep my promife in giving you an account of my
firft going to court. In order to that ceremony, .
1 was fqueezed up'in a gown, and adorned: with
a gorget and the other implements thereunto be-
longing ; a' drefs very inconvenient, but. which
certainly fhows the neck and fhape to great ad-
vantage. I cannot forbear giving you fome de-
feription of-the fafbions here, which are more
monftrous, and contrary to all common' fenfe and
reafon, than ’tis paﬂiile for you to imagine,
They build certain fabrics of gaufe on their
heads, about a yard ‘high, confifting of three or
four [tories, fortified - with numberlefs yards of
heavy tibbon. ' The foundation of this ftructure
is a-thing they call a Bowrle; whichis exa@ly. of
the fame fhape and kind, but about four times as
big as thofc rolls our prudent milk-maids ‘make
ufe of to fix their pails upon. This machine they
coyer with their own hair, which they mix with
a great deal of falfe, it'being a particular beauty-
to have their heads too large to gol into a mode-
rate tub.  Their hair is prodigioufly powdered to.
conceal the mixture, and fet out with three or
four rows of bodkins (wonderfully large, ‘;l;at
ick
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flick out two or three inches from their hair)
made of diamonds, pearls, red, green, and yel-
low ftones, that it certainly requires as much art
and experience to carry the load upright, as to
dance upon May-day -with the garland. Their
whalebone petticoats outdo ours by feveral yards
circumference, and cover fome acres of ground.
You may ealily fuppefe how this extraordinary
drefs fets off and improves the natural inefs,
with: which God ' Almighty has been pleafed toen=
dow them, ‘generally {pea Even the lovely
emprefs herfelf is obliged to comply, infome de-
gree, “with thefe abfurd fathions, which they
would not quit for all the world. I had a private
audience  (according to- ceremony) of half an
hour, and then all the other ladies were permitted
to come and make their-‘court. . 1 was perfectly
charmed with the emprefs T cannot however tell
you that her features aie regular; her eyes are
not large, but have 2 lively look full of fweetnefs ;
her complexion the fineft I ever faw ; her nofe
and forehead well made, but her mouth has ten
thoufand charms, that touch the foul. . When the
{imiles, ’tis with a beauty and fweetnefs, that forces
adoration. ' She has a vaft quantity of fine fair
Hair’; but then her perfon ! one muft fpeak of
it poetically to do it rigid juftice; all thas the
poets have faid of the mien of Juno, the air of
Venus, come not up to the truth. The Graces
move with her ; the famous ftatue of Medicis was
not formed with more delicate proportions ; no-
thing can be added to the beauty of her neck
and hands.  Till I faw them, I did not believe
there were any in nature fo perfect, and I was al-
moft forry that my rank here did not permit me
ta kifs them 5 but they arc kifled fufliciently, for

every
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every body that waits on  her, pays that homage
at their entrance, and when; they take legve.
When the ladies were come iny fhe fat down to
Quinze. I could not play at a game I had never
feen before, and fhe ordered me a feat at her
right hand, and had the goodnefs to talk to me
very much,, with that grace fo natural to her. I
expeted every moment, when the men' were to
come in to pay their courty but this drawing-
room is very different from that of England ;- no
man enters it but the grand-mafter; who comes
in to advertife the emprefs of the approach of the
emperor.  His imperial majefty did me the ho-
nour of fpeaking to me in a very ‘obliging man-
ner;; but he never fpeaks to any of the other la-
digs 3 and the whole paffes with a gravity and air
of ceremony: that has fomething very formal in
it, The emprefs Amelia, doswager of the late
emperor Jofeph, came this evening to wait on the
reigning emprefs, followed by the two archdu-
cheiffes her daughters, who “are vety agrecable
young princefles, Their imperial majefties rofe
and went to meet her at the door of the  room,
after which fhe was feated in an armed chait,
next the emprefs, and in the fame mannet at fup-
per, and there the men had the permiffion of pay-
ing their court.. The archduchefles fat on chairs
with backs without arms. “The table tas entire~
ly ferved, and all the difhes fet on by the em-

prefs’s maids.of honour, which are twelve oung .
B Joung

ladies of the firft quality. They have no falary,
but their chamber at court, where they live in a
fort of confinement, not being fuffered to go to
the affemblies or public places in town, except in
compliment to the wedding of a fifter maid,
whom the emprefs always prefents with her pic~

ture
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ture fet in diamonds. The three firlt of them,
are called Ladies of the Key, and wear gold keys
by their fides 5 but what I find moft pleafant; is
the cuftom, which obliges them as long as théy
live, ‘after they have left the empref's fervice, to
make her fome prefent every year on the day of .
her feaft. Her majéfty is ferved by no married
women but the grande maitreffle, who is' generally
a widow of the firft quality, always very old, and
is at the fame time groom of the flole, ‘and mom
ther of ‘the maids. ' The dreffers are not, “at 'all,
in the figure they pretend to in England, being
looked ‘upon no otherwife than as downright
chambermaids. T had an audience next day of the
emprefs mother, a princéfs of greatvirtueand good-
nels, but who picques herfelf too much on a vid~
lent devotion. - She is perpetually perfortiing ex-
traordinary als of penance, without having ever
done any thing to deferve them. She has the
fande number of ‘maids of honour, whom fhe fuf-
fers ito go in ‘colours ; but the herfelf never quits
her mourning; and fure nothing can be more dif-
mal than'the mourning here, even for a brother.
There is'not the leaft bit of linen to be feen; all
blackicrapeinflead: of . * 'The neck, ears, and
fidelof the face are covered with ‘a plaited piece
of ithe fame ftuff, and the face that peeps out in
the midft of it looks as if it were pillorted. The
. widows wear over and above, a crape forchead
cloth, and in this folemn weed, go to all the pub-
lic'places of diverfion without fcruple. The next
day L' was to wait on the emprefs Amelia, who is
now. at her palace-of retirement, half a mile from
the town. "I had there the  pleafure of feeing a
diverfion wholly new to'me, but which is the com-
mon amufement of this court. The emprefs her-
felf
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Telf was feated on a little throne at the end of the
fine alley in the garden, and on each fide of her
were ranged two parties of her ladies of quality,
headed by two young archduchefles, all drefled in
their hair, full of jewels, with fine light guns in
their hands ; and at proper diftances were placed
three oval piclures, which were the marks to be

“thot at.. The firft was that of a Curip, filing

a bumper of Burgundy, and the miotto, *Tis eafy
10 be valiant bere. The fecond a ForTUNE hold~
ing a garland in her hand, the motto, For Aer
awbom Fortune favours. *The third was 2 SworDp
with a laurel wreath on the point, the motto,
Here is no jbame to be wanquifbed. Near the
emprefs was a gilded trophy wreathed with flow-
cers, and made of little crooks, on which were
hung rich Turkifh handkerchiefs, tippets, rib-
bous, laces, &o%. for the fmall prizes. The ems
prefs gave the ficlt with her own hand, which was
a fine ruby ring fet round with diamonds, in a
gold muff-box. There was for the fecond, a little
Cupid fet with brilliants and befides thefe a fet of
fine china for the tea-table, enchafed in gold, ja-
pan frunks, fans, and many gallantries. 'of the
fame nature. Al the men of quality at Vienna
were fpe@ators ; but the ladies only had permif
fion to fhoot, and the archduchefs Amelia carried
off the firft prize. 1 was very well pleafed with
having feen this entertainment, and I do not know
but it might make as good a figure as the prize-
thooting 1n the Aineid, if I could write as well
as Virgil. - This is the favourite pleafure of the
emperor, and there is rarely a week without fome
feaft of this kind, which makes the young ladies
fkilful enough to defend a fort. They laughed
very much to fec me afraid to handle a gun. My

dear
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dear fifter, you will ea pardon an abrupt con-
clufion. I believe, by rlns time you are ready to
think I fhall never conclude at all.

LT R -

Vicnna, 'Sept. 20. 0.'S. 1716.

AM extremely rejoiced, but not at all fur-
prized, at the long, delightful letter, you hive

had the goodnefs to fend me. I know that you
can think of an ab 2d even in thé midft of
a court, and you love to ohlwc, where you can
have no view of a return; and I expe&t from you
that you fhould love me, and think ol me, when
you: don’t fee ‘me. 1 have compaffion for the
mortifications that you tell me 1 Ii
fr 1uld, and 1 puy her much mor,
that: they are only owing to the
floms of ‘our ' country.  Upen my word, if fhe
were here, the wou her ﬁ.u"
of buxw form *]1

€ again a young
Lve n aﬂum you,

ogling my
VoL, I,
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10 hand the countels of O d from an opera.
But fuch are the fights I e every day, and I don’t
perceive any body furprized at them' but* myfelf.
A woman till five and thirty, is only looked up-
on as a raw girl, and, can poflibly make no noife
in the world, till about forty. I don’t know what
your ladythip may think of ‘this matter; but ’tis
a confiderable comfort to me, to know there is up-
ou earth fuch a paradife for old women ; and I
am content to be infignificant at prefent, in the
defign of returning'when Lam fit to appear no
where elfe. I cannot liclp lamenting, on this oc-
cafion, the pitiful cafe of too many Englith la-
dies, long fince retired to prudery and ratafia,
who, if their flars had luckily conduéted hither,
would fhine in the firft rank of beauties,* Befides,
that perplexing word reputation, has quite another
meaning here than what you give it at London 3
and getting a lover is fo far from lofing, that ’tis
propetly getting reputation ; ladies being much
more refpeéted in regard to the rank of their lo-
vers, than that of their hufbands.

Byt what you’ll think very odd, the two fects

that divide our whole nation of petticoats, are
utterly unknown in this place.  Here are nei-
ther coquettes nog:prudes. No woman dares ap=
pear coquette enough to encourage two lovers
at a time. And I have not feen any fuch prudes,
as to pretend fidelity to their hufbands, who are
certainly the beft natured fet of people in the
world, ‘and look upon their wiy allants as fa-
vourably, as men do upon their deputies, that
take ‘the troublefome part of their bufinefs off
their hands. They have not however the lefs to
do on that'account ; for they are generally dcp_u-

tics
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ties in another place themfelves; in one word,
’tis the eftablithed cuftom for every lady to haye
two hufbands, one that bears the name, and an+
other that performs the duties. - And the en;
ments are fo well known, that it would b
right affront, and publickly refented, i
vited a woman of quality o dinner, without, at
the fame time inviting her two attendants of lo-
ver and hufband, between whom fhe fits in ftate
\\\'ith great grayity. ‘The fub-marriages generally
Iaft twenty years toge , and the Iady often
commands the cftate, even ta . the
S cle connexions, in-
{deed, are as feldom begun by any real paflion, as
fother matches 5 for a man makes but an il figure
that is not in fome commerce of this nature; and
a woman looks out for a lover as foon as fhe’s
married, as part of her equipage, without which
fhe could mnot be genteel 5 and the firft article of
the treaty, is, eftablifhing the penfion, which re-
mains to the lady, in cafc the gallant thould prove
mconftant, This chargeable point of honour, I
look upon as the'reat foundation of fo many wom=
derful inflances of conflancy. I really know fome
women of the firft quality, whofe penfions are as
well kniown as their annualrents, and yet no hod
efteems them the lefs; on the contrary, the
cretion would be called in queftion, if they fI
be fufpected to be miftrefles for nothing. ‘A g
part of their emulation confifts in trying who (ha
get moft; and having no intrigue at all, is fo far
a difgrace, that, Pl affure you, a lady who iswvery
much my friend here, told me but yefterd v, hor
much I was obliged to her for julltifying my con-
duck in a converfation relating to me, where it
was publickly afferted, that I could not poffibly
Cz2

you in~




have common fenfe, fince I had been in town a-
bove a fortnight, and had made ng fteps. towards
commencing. an amours - My friend pleaded for
me,. that my ftay was uncertain, and 1}1(: believed
that was the caufe of my feeming ftupidity 5 and
this was' all {ie could fihd to fay in my juftifica=
tion. But one of the pleafanteft adventures I e-
ver met with in my life, was lalt night, and it will
give a juft idea in-what a delicate manner the bels
les pafions are managed in this country. I was at
the alfembly .of the countefs of y and the
young count of leading me down ftairs, afked
me how lang I was to flay at Vienna ? T made
anfwer, that my {tay depended on the emperor,

it was not in my power to determine it.
ell, madam, (faid he) whether your time here
is to be longer or fhorter, I think you ought to
pafs it agreeably, and to that end you muft cn-
gage in a httle affair in the heart. My heart,

i
(anfwered I gravely enough) does not engage very
cafily, and I have no defign of parting with it.
1 fee, madam, (faid he fighing) by the ill nature
of that anfwer, I am not to hope for it, which is
% at mortification to me that am charmed with

But, however, I am {till devoted to your

fervice, and fince 1 am not worthy of entertain-
ing you myfelf, do me the honour of letting, me
k » whom you like beft amongft us, and T'll en

i to manage the affair entirely to your fa
faction.  You may judge in what manner I fhould
liave received this compliment in my own caun=
try 5 but T was well enough acquainted 'w the
way of this, to know that he really intended me
an obligation, and I thanked him with. a very
grave courtely, for his zeal to ferve me, and onl

ailured him, T had no occalion to make ufe nfl it.
Thus
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Thus you fee, my dear, that gallantry and good-
breeding are as different, in " different climates,,
as morality and religion. © Who have the righteft
notions of both, we {h'xI] never know till {]u day
of judgment; for ‘which great day of eclairciffe-
ment, Lown there is very little impatience in your,

bl &y
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To Mis. J—.

Vienna, Sept. 26. 0. 5. 1916.

y your ebliging letter. “Tisa peeuliar mark
of my ‘eltcem, that I tell you fo; and I can
fure \o., if T loved you one grain lefs
T do, I thoukd l be very forry to fee it fo diver
as it is. 'l

|
1 VV AS never more agreeably’ furprifed tham

ral witty r‘“:lf

ftupid ones. / Yet, i

I am charmed \vun the proof uf your fri

and beg a continuation of the fame goo y

ﬂ‘mwh I fear ‘the dulnefs of zlm will make yor
t
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that one can write with vivacity, and I am alrea-
dy infefted with the phlegm of the countr i

ven their amours and their quarrels are carried on
with a furprifing temper, and they are never live=
1y but upon points of ceremony.. 'Fhere, T own,
they fhew. all. their paflions 5 land tis not long
fince two coaches, meeting in anarrow flreet at
night, the ladies in them not being able to adjuft
the ceremonial.of which fhould go back, fat there
with equal gallantry till two.in the morning, and
were both fo fully determined to die upon the {pot
rather than yicld, in a point of that importance,
that the fireet would never have been cleared till
their deaths, if the emperor had not fent his
guards to part them ; and even then they refufed
to ilir, till the expedient could be found out of
taking them both out in - chairs, exactly in the
fame moment. « After the ladies were agreed, it
was. with fome difficulty that the pafs was decided
between the two. coachmen, no lefs tenacious
of their rank than the ladies. This paffion is fo
omnipotent in the breafts of the women, that e~
ven  their hufbands never die but they are ready
to break their hearts, becaufe that £ It puts
an end to their rank, no widows having any place
at Vienna. The men are not much lefs touched
with this point of honour, and they do not only
{corn to marry, but even to make love to any wo=
man of a family not as illuftrious as their own 3
and the pedigree is much more conlidered by them,
than either the complexion or features of their
miftreffes. Happy are the the’s that can number’
amonglt their anceftors, counts of the empire ;
they have neither occafion for beauty, money,
nor good conduct, to get them hufbands. ”i'is
gue, as to money, 'tis {eldom any advantage )m
the:
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the man they marry 5 the laws of Auftria confine
the woman’s - portion’ to two-thoufand florins (a=
bout two hundred pounds Englifh) and whatever
they have befide, remains in thieir own poffeflion
and difpofals Thus, hereare many ladies much
richer than their hufbands; who aré however ob
liged to allow them pin-money agreeable to their
quality ; and L ateribute to this confiderable branch
of prerogative, theibirty that they takéupon o=
ther occafions. ' I am “fure, you, that kiiow my
lazinefs, ‘ard extreme:indif b3
will pity me, entang
monies, which are - wonderful burden to me,
though I am the envy of the whole town, having,
by their own cuftoms, the pafs before them all,
They indeed, fo revenge, upon the poor envoys,
. this great refpek fhewn to ambafladors; that (with
all my - indifference) I {liould  be very unieafy to
fuffer it. Upon days 'of ceremony, they have
no: entrance at court, and ‘on other days muft
content themfelves with walking after every foul,
and being the very laft taken notice of. "But I
muft write 2 volume to let you know all the cere=
monies, and 1 have already faid too much on fo
dull a fubjedt, which however employs the whole
care of the' people h need not, after this,
tell you'how agreeably time flides away with me
you know as well as I'do the tafte of,

®

Yours, &% €%,

LET-
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To the Lady. X—ou
Vienna, O&. 1. O, 8. 1716,

OU defire me, madam, to fend you fome
accounts of the cuftoms here, and at the
fame time a defeription of Vienna. Iam always
willing to. obey your commands ; but you muft,
upon this:occafion, take the will for the deed,
If I fhould undertake to tell you all the particu-
lars, in which the manners here differ from ours,
I muft write a whole quire of the dulleft ftuff,
that ever was read, or printed without béing read.
Fheir drefs agrees with the French or Englifh in
no one article, but wearing  petticoats, . The
have many: fafhions peculiar to themfelves 5 they
i cent for a widow ever to wear green
or rofe colour, but 2ll the other gayeft colours at
her own diferetion. . The afiemblies here are the
only regular diverfion, the operas being alyways at
court, and commonly on {ome particular occafion..
Madam Rabutin has the aflembly conftantly every
night at her houfe; and the other ladies, when-
ever they have a mind to difplay the magnificence
of their apartments, or oblige' a friend by com—
plimenting them on the day of their faint, they
declare, that on fuch a day the aflembly {hall be
at their houfe in honour of the fealt of the count
or countels —— fuch a one.  Thefe days are cal-
led days of Gala, and all the friends or relations
of ‘the lady, whofe faint it is, are obliged to ap-
pear
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pear in their beft clothes, and all their jewels.
The miftrels of the houfe takes no particilar no-
tice of any body, nor returns any ibody’s vifit 3
and, whoever pleafes, may go, without the for=
mality of being prefented, - The company are en-
tertained with ice in feveral forms, winter and
fummer ; afterwards they divide into feveral par-
ties of ombre, piquet, or converfation, all games
of hazard being forbid.

T saw tother day-the Gala for count Altheim,
the emperor’s favourite, and never in my life faw
fo many finé clothes ill-fancied. © They embroi-
der the richeft gold ftufls, and provided they can
make their clothes expenfive enough, that is all
the tafte they thew in them. On other days, the
general drefs is a fearf, and what you pleafe un=
der it.”

Bur now I am fpeaking of Vienna, I am fure
you expec I fhould fay fomething of the convents 3
they are of all forts and fizes, but Iam beft plea-
fed with that of St. Lawrence, where the eafe
and neatnefs they feem to live with, appears to
be much more edifying than thofe flriter orders
where perpetual penance and naftinefs muft breed
difcontent and wretchednefs. The nuns are all
of quality.” 1 think there are to the number of
fifty. They have each of them a little cell per.
fectly clean, the walls of w are covered with'
pictures more or lefs fine, a ng to their qua-
lity. A long white flone’ gallery runs by all of
them, furnifhed with the pidkures of exemplary
3 the chapel i y neat and richlyz

But 1 could not forbear laughing at their
g meaw coden head of cur Saviour, which,

they
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they affured me, fpoke during the fiege of Vietna;
and, as a proof of it, bid me mark his mouth,
which had been open ever fince. Nothing can be
more becoming than the drefs of thefe nuns. It
is a white robe, the fleeves of which are turned
up with fine whitercallico, and their head-drefs
the fame, excepting a fmall veil of black crape
that falls behind. They have a lower fort of fer:
ving nuns, that wait on them as their chamber-
maids. They reccive all vifits of women, and
play at ombre in their chambers, with permiflion
of their abbefs, which is very eafy to be obtained.
I never faw an old woman fo good-natured ; fhe
i§. near fourfcore, and yet fhews very little fign
of decay, being fill lively "and cheerful. She
carefled me as if I had been her daughter, giving
me fome pretty things of her own work, and
fweatmeats in abundance. The grate is not of
the moft rigid 5 it is not very hard to put a head
through, and I don’t doubt but a man, a little
more flender than ordinary, might fqueeze in his
whole perfon. The young count of Salamis came
to the grate, while I was there, and the abbefs
gave him her hand to kifs. But I was furprifed
to find here, . the only beautiful young woman I
have feen at Vienna, and not only beautiful

“ genteel, witty, and agreeable, of a great family,
and who had been the admiration of the town,
I could not forbear thewing my furprife at fecin
a nun like her. She made me a thoufand obliz
ging compliments, and defired sie 0 some often,
It will be ah infinite pleafurs to 11, (faid fhe,
fighing) but I avoid, with the greaiefll care, fee-
ing any of my former acquaintance, and when- -
ever they come to our convent, I lock myflelf in
my cell. 1 obferved tears come into her eyes,

* which
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which touched me extremely, and I began to talk

to her in that ftrain of tender pity fhe infpired

me with ; but the would not own to me, that fhe
is not perfe@ly happy. 1 have fince endeavour-
ed to learn the real caufe of her retirement, with-
out being able to get any other account, but that
every body was furprifed at it,-and no body guef-
fed the reafon. 1 have been feveral times to fee
her ; but it gives me too much melancholy to fee
fo agrecable a young creature buried alive. I am
not furprifed that nuns have fo often infpired vio-
lent paflions ; the pity one naturally feels for
them, when they feem worthy of another deftiny,
making an eafy way for yet more tender fenti-
ments. I never in my life had fo little charity
for the Roman Catholick religion, as fince I fee
the mifery it occafions; fo many poor unhappy
women ! and then the grofs fuperftition of the
common people, who are fome or other of them,
day and night, offering bits of candle to the wood-
en figures, that are fet up almoft in every ftreet.
The procelfions 1 fee very often, are a pageantry,
as offen(ivé and apparently contradiQory to com=
mon fenfe, as the pagods of China. God knows
whether it be the awomanly {piric of contradition
that works in me ; but there never before was fuch
zeal againft popery in the heart of,

Dear madam, &% &o%e,

LAE W




[o8od
LETTER XIIL

To .Mr.

Vinnna, O&. 10, O. S. 1716.

DESERYVE not all the reproaches you make
me. If 1 have been fome time without an~
fwering your letter, it is not, that 1 don’t know
how many thanks arc dife to you for it 3 or that
I am ftupid enough to prefer any amufements to
the pleafure of hearing from you 5 but after the
profeflions of efteem you have fo obligingly made
me, I cannot help delaying, as long as I can,
fhewing you that you are miftaken. If you are
fincere, when you fay you expeét to be extremely
entertained by my letters, I ought to be mortified
at the difappointment that I am fure you will ‘re-
ceive, when you hear from me; though I have
done ‘my beft endeavours to find out fomething
worth writing to you. IThave feen every thing that
to be feen with a very diligent curiofity.
Here are fome fine villas, particularly the late
prince of Litchtenflein’s 5 but the ftatues are all
modern, and the pictures not of the firfk hands.
"[is true, the emperor has fome of  great value.
T was yefterday to fee the repofitory, which they
call his "Treafure, where they feem to have been
more diligent in amaflinga great quantityof things,
than in the choice of them. I {pent above five
hours there, and yet there were very few things®
that flapped me long to confider them.  Dut the
number is prodi being @ very long gallery

filled
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filled on both fides, and five large rooms. There
15% valt quantity of paintings, amongft \vhi_Lh
are many fine miniatures ; but the moft valuahle
pi€tures, are a few of Co regio, thofe of Titian
being at the Favorita.

THE cabinct of jewels did not appear to me fo
rich asTexpected to fee it. They thewed me here *
a cup, about the fize of a tea difh, of one ent

erald, which they had fo particular a refp
for, that only the emperor has the liberty of touch-
ing it. ~There is a large inet full of curiofit
of clock-work, only one of which I thought worth
obferving, that was a craw-fith, with all the mo-
tions {o natural, that it was hard to difti guith it
from the life.

Tur next cabinet was a large colle@ion of a-
gates, fome of them extremely beauti
an uncommon fizg, and fev vaf
Lazul was furprifed to fee the cab
dals fo poorly furnithed ; I did not remark one of
any value, and they are kept in a moft 1
diforder. ~ As to the antiques, ve y few of them
deferve that name. Upon my faying they were
modern, I could not forbear [au
fwer of the profound antic
that they weve ancieut e
ledge, they bod e
next cabinet divert
elf¢ but a parcel of
very well worthy to b
years old. "Two of the roc
with thefe trifles of all
mongft which I was
that they affur : K¢’ Yery! w

Mor. Lo D 5 emperor

autiful, and of

children
cce wholl
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emperor Leopold. ' I won’t trouble you with a
catalogue of the reft of the lumber ; but I muft
fiot forget to mention, a {mall’piece of loaditone
that held up an anchor of fteel too heavy for me
to lift. This is what I thought moft curious in
the whole treafure. 'There are fome few heads
of ancient ftatues; but feveral of them are de-
faced by modern additions, I forefee that you
will ‘be very little fatisfied with this letter, ‘and I
dare hardly afk you to be good-natured enough
to charge ‘the dulnefs of it on the barrennefs of
the fubjet, and to overlook the ftupidity of,

Your, &%, €.

L E:T TE: R« XIV:
To the Countefs of ——
Prague, Nov. 17. 0. S. 1716.

HOTPE my dear fifter wants no riew proofs
of my fincere affeétion’ for' her: but'I am

Aure, if you do, I could not give {ou a ftronger

than writing at this time, after three days, or,
more properly fpeaking, three nights and days,
hard poft-travelling.——"Fhe kingdom of Bohe~
mia is the moft defert of any I have feen in Gér-
many. The villages afe fo poor, and the poft-
houfes fo miferable, that clean ftraw and fair wa-
ter are bleflings not always to be met with, and
better accommodation not to be hoped for. Though
1 cartied my own bed with me, Icould not fome-

times
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times find a place to fet it up in ; and Irather chofe
to travel all. night, as cold as it is, wrapped up
in_my furs, than go into the common ftoves,
which are filled with a mixture of all forts of ill
{eents,

Tw1s town was once the royal feat of the Bo«
hemian king, and is flill the capital of the king-
dom. There are yet fome remains of its former
fplendour, being one of the largeft towns in Ger-
many, but, for the moft part; old built, and thin«
ly inhabited, - which makes the houfes very cheap.
Thofe people of quality, who cannot eafily bear
the expence of Vienna, chufe to refide here, where
they have affemblics, mufic, and all other diver~
fions, (thofe of a court excepted) at very mode~
rate rates, all things being here in great abun~
dance, efpecially the beft wild-fowl I ever tafted.
I have already. been vifited by fome of the moft
confiderable ladies, whofe relations T" know at
Vienna. They are drefled after the fathions there,
after the manner that the people at Exeter imitate
thofe of London j that is, their imitation is more
cxceflive than the original. “Tis not eafy to de-
feribe what extraodinary figures they make.” The
peifon is fo much loft between head-drefs and pet~
ticoat, that they have as much occafion to write
upon their backs, “ This is a woman,” for the
information of travellers, as ever fign-poft pain-
ter had to write, ¢ This is a Bear.” 1 will not
forget to write to you again from Drefden anc
Leipzig, being much more folicitous to content
your curiofity, than to indulge my own repofe.

Tam, &

Da LET-
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L ETPER

"To the Countefs of

Leipzig,) Nove 21204 8: 1716.

XV,

I B E LI BV E, dear fiffer; you will eafily for-
give my not writing to you from Drefden, as
1 l-u,mlﬁd, when' I-tell ‘you, that I never went
out of my chaife from Prague to this place.” You
anay imagine how hcartlly 1 was rired with twen-
ty=tour hours poft-travelling; without fleep or rex
frefhient (for I can never fleep in coach, how=
ever fatigued). 'We pafled, by moon-fhine, the
frightful precipices that divide Bohemia' from
.‘xwouy at the. bottom of which runs the river
Flbe'; but I cannot fay, that I'had reafon to fear
drowning in it, being perfedlly convinced, that,
in cafe of a tumble, it was utterly impoflible to
came ‘alive to the bottom. In many places, the
mul is fo narrow, that I could not diicern an inch
of fpace between 'the wheelsand the precipice.
Vet I was fo good a wife, as not to wake Mr.
W y, 'who was faft afleep by my fide, to
make him fhare in' my fears; fince the danger was
unavoidable, till I perceived; by the bright light
of the moon, our poftilions nodding on horfe-
back, while the horfes were on:a “Full gallop.
lhu) indeed I'thought it very convenient to call
out to defire them to look where they wers going.
My calling waked Mr. W —7, and he was
much more furprifed than myfelf at the firvation
we were in, and affured me, that he paﬂud the
Alps five times in dmu;lﬂ places, without ever
having
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having gone a road fo dangerous. I have been
told fince, that ’tis common to find the bodies of
travellers in the Elbe; but, thank God, that was
not our deftiny ; and we came fafe to Drefden, {0
much tired with fear and fatigue, it Was not pol-
fible for me to compofe myfelf to write. After
palling thefe dreadful rocks, Drefden appeared to
me a wonderfully agreeable fituation, in  a fine
Jarge plain on the banks of the Elbe. I wasvery
glad to ftay there a day toreft myfelf. - The town
is the neateft I have feen in Germany ; moft of
the houfes are new built;: the eleCtor’s palace is
véry handfome, and his repofitory full of curio~
fities of different kinds, with a colle&tion of me=
dals very much efteemed. - Sir , our king’s
envoy, came to fee mehere, and Madam de L 5
whom I knew in London, when her hufband was
minifter to the king of .Poland there. She offer~
ed me all things in her power to entertainme,
and brought fome ladies with her, whom {he pre-
fented to me. The Spxon ladies refemble the
Auftrian. no more, than, the Chinefe do thofe of
London 5 they are very genteelly drefled, after
the. Englith and French’ modes, and have gene-
rally pretty faces, but they, are the moft deter-
mined minaudieres in | the. whole world. They
would think it a mortal fin againft good-breeding,
if they either fpoke-or moved in a natural man-
ner.. They all affeét a little foft lifp, and a pr
ty pitty-pat flep s which female frailtics ought,
however, to be forgiven them; inl favour of their
* civility and good nature to ftrangers, which I have
a great deal of reafon to pr

Tue countefls of Cozelle is kept prifoner in a
melancholy caftle, fome leagues from hence 5 and
B3 I can-
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T cannot forbear telling you what I have heard of
her, becaufe. it {fe¢ms to me very extraordinary,
though I forefee I thall fwell my letter to the fize
of a pacquet. She was miftrefs to the king of
Poland, (eletor of Saxony) with fo abfolute a do-
minion over him, thatnever any lady had fomuch
power in that couri. They tell a pleafant ftory
of his majefty’s firft declaration of love, which he
made in a vifit to her, bringing in one hand a bag
of a hundred thoufand crowns, and in the other
a horfe-fhoe, which he fnapped afunder before
her face, leaving her to draw the confequences of
fuch remarkable proofs of firength and liberality.
Tknow not which charmed her moft; but fhe
confented to leave her hufband, and to give her=
felf up to him entirely, being divorced publickly,
in fuch a manner, as, by their laws, permits ei-
ther party to marry again. God knows whether
it was at this time, or in fome other fond fig, but
’tis certain, the king had the weaknefs to make
her a formal contract of marriage; which, though
it could fignify nothing during the. lifé of the
queen, pleafed her fo well, that the could not be
contented, without telling it to all the people fhe
faw, and giving herfelf the airs of a queen, « Men
endure every thing while they are in love ; but
when the excefs of paffion was cooled by long
~polleflion, his majefty began to. reflect on the il
confequences of leaving fucha paper in her hands;
and defired, to have it reftored to him. = But fhe
rather chofe to endure all the moft violent effeéts
of his anger, than give it up 5 and though fhe i~
otie of the richeft and moft avaricious ladies of her
country, the has refufed the offer of the conti-
nuation of a large penfion, and the fecurity of
a valt fum of money fhe has amafled, and has, at
hﬂl
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laft, provoked the king to'confine her perfon ¢ 2
caftle, where the endures all the terrors of a ftrait
imprifonment, ‘and remains {till inflexible; either
to-threats or promifes. -« Fer 'violent paffions have
brought her indecd into fits, which *tis fuppofed
will foon put an end to herlife.’ T cannot forbear
having fome compaffion for a woman, that fuffers
for a point of honour, however miftaken, efpeci-
ally in a country where points of honour are not
over ferupuloufly obferved among ladies.

Teourphave withed Mr. W—y’s bufinefs had
permitted him a longer ftay at Drefden.

Peruars T am partial to a town where they
profefsthe proteflantreligion; butevery thingfeem-
ed to me with quite another air of politencs than
I have found in other places. Leipzig, where 1
am at prefent, is a town very confiderable for its
trade, and T take this opportunity of buying pages
liveries, gold ftuffs for myfelf, & “all things
of that kind being at leaft double the price at
Vienna, partly becaufe of the exceflive cuftoms,
and partly through want of genius and induftry in
the people, who make no one fort of thing there,
fo that'‘the 'ladics ‘are obliged to fend, even for
their fhoes, out of Saxony. 'Thé fair here is one
of the moft confiderable in Germany, and the re-
fort of all the people of quality, as well as of the
merchants.  This is alfo a fortified town, but I
ayoid ever mentioning fortifications, being fenfible
that T knéw not how to fpeak of them.  Tam the
more eafy under my ignorance, when T reflect that
I am fure youw’ll willingly forgive the omiffion 3
for if I made you the moft exa&t defeription of
all the ravelins and baftions I fee in my travels, I

dare
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dare fear you would afk-me, What is a ravelin ?
and, What is a baftion ? . i
Adieu, my dear fifler.

IR TERXVL

To the Countefs of

'Brmﬁuiré, Nov. 23. 0. 8. 1716.

I AM juft come to Brunfwick, a very old fown,
4 but which has the advantage of being'the ca-
pital of the Duke of ‘Wolfenbuttle’s dominions,
a family (not to fpeak of its ancient honours) il-
Juflrious, by having its younger branch op the
throne of England, and having given two em-

refies to Germany, ‘I have not forgot to drink
your health here in mum, which I think very well
deferves its reputation of being the beft in the
world. This letter is the third 1 have writ to you
during my journey, and I declare to you,; that if
you don’t fend me immediately a full afd true
account of all the changes and chances amongft
our London acquaintanee, 1 will not write you
any defcription of Hanover (where I hope to be
to-night) though I know you have more curiofity
to hear of that place than any other.

LET-

.
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EE DT ER XV
To the Countefs of B——

Hanovery Nov. 25- O. 8. 1716.

Rucervep your ladyfhip’s letter, but the day
before I left Vienna, though, by the date, T
ought to have had it much fooner; but nothing
was ever worfe regulated than the poft in moft
parts of Germany. I can affure you, the pacquet
at Prague was behind nly chaife, and in that
manner conveyed to Diefden, fo that the fecrets
of half the country were at my mercy, df I bad
had any curiofity for them. = T'would not longer
delay my thanks for yours, though the number of
my acquaintances here, and my duty of attend-
ing at court, leave me hardly any time to difpofe
of. *1 am extremely pleafed that I can tell you,
without flattery or’ partiality, that our young
prince *, has all the accomplifhments that ’tis
ible to have at his age, with an air of fpright-
linefs and underftanding, and fomething fo very
engaging and eafy in his behaviour, that he needs
not the advantage of hisrank to appear charming.
1 had the honour of a long converfation with him
aft night, before the king came in. His gover-
¢ retired on purpofe e told me afterwards)
that I might make fome judgment of his genius,
by hearing him fpeak without conftraint; and I
was furprifed at the quicknefs and politenefs, that
appeared in every thing he faid; joined to a per-
{om

# The father of bis prefent majelty.
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fon perfe@ly agreeable, and the fine fair hair of
the princefs.

THIs town is neither large nor handfome; but
the palace is capable of holding a much greater
court than that of St. James’s. "The king has
had the goodnefs to appoint us a lodging in one
part of it, without which we fhould have been
very ill accommodated ; for the vaft number of
Englifh, erowds the town fo much, ’tis very good
luck to get one forry room ‘it ‘a miferable tavern,
I dined to-day with the Pottuguefe: ambaffador,
who thinks himfelf vety happy to have two wretch-
ed parlours in an inn.” T have now made the tour
of Germany, and cannot help obferving a confi-
derable difference between travelling here and in
England.  One fees none of thofe finie: feats of
noblemen; fo common amongft us, nor any thing
like a country gentleman’s houfe, though they
have many fituations perfe@ly fine. But the whole
peoplearedivided into abfolute fovereignties, where
all the riches and magnificence are at court, or
into communities of merchants, fuch as Nuren-
burg and Frankfort, where they live always in
town for the convenience of trade. The King’s
company of French comedians play here every
night.. They are very well drefled, and fome of
them not il "ators. *His majefty dines and fups
conftantly in publick. The court is very nume-
rous, and his affability and goodnefs, make it one
of the moft agrecable places in the world. ¢

Dear Madam,
Your, &%, és%.

LE T~




L 47 3
LETTER XVIII

To the Lady R——

Hangver, O&. 1. 0. 8. 1716.
I AM very glad, my dear Jady R——, that you

have been fo well pleafed,”as you tell me; at
the report of my returning to England; though,
like other pleafures, I can affure you it has no real
foundation. I hope you know me enough to take
my word againft any report concerning me. ’Tis
true, as to diftance of place, I am much nearer
tq London than I was fome weeks ago; but as to
the thoughts of a return, I never was farther off
in my life. T own, 1 could with great joy in-
dulge the plealing hopes of fecing ‘you, and the
very few others that fhare my efteem; but while
Mr. W—— is determined to procecd in his de-
fign, I am determined to follow him. | I am run~
ning-on upon my own affairs, that is to fay, I am
going to write very dully, as moft people do, when
they write of themfelves. I will make hafte to
change the difagreeable fubject, by telling you,
that L am nowgot into the region of beauty. ~All
the women have (literally) rofy cheeks, fnowy fore-
headsand bofoms, jet eye-brows, and fcarlet lips, to
which they generally add coal-black hair. Thofe
erfections never leave them, till the hour of their
deaths, and have a very fine effect by candle light;
but I could with they were handfome with a lictle
more ty. - 'Chey refemble one another as much
as Mrs. Salmon’s court of Great Britain, and are
in as much danger of meltin vay, by too near
approaching the fire, which they for that r
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carefully avoid, though ’tis now fuch exceflive cold
weather, that I'believe they fuffer extremely by
that piece of felf-denial. The fmow is already very
deep, and the people begin to flide about in their
traineaus. 'This is.a favourite diverfion all over
Germany. They are little machines fixed upon
a fledge, that hold a lady and a gentleman,: and
are drawn by one horfe.  The gentleman has the
honour of driving, and they move with a prodi-
gious fwiftnefs. The lady, the horfe, and the
traineau, are all as fine as they can be made; and
when there are’many of them together, ’tis a very
agreeable fhow. At Vienna, where all pieces of
magrificence are carried to excefs, there are fome-
times machines of this kind, that coft five or fix
hundred pounds Englifh.  The duke of Wolfen-
buttle is now at this court; you know he-is near-
Iy related to our king, and uncle to the reigning
emprefs, who is, I believe, the moft beautiful
princefs upon earth. She is now with child, which
1s all the confolation of the imperial court, for the
lofs of the archduke. T took my leave of her the
day before I left Vienna, and {he began to fpeak
to me with fo much grief and tendernefs,* of the
death of that young prince, I had much ado to
withhold mytears. ~You know that I am not at
all partial to people for their titles ; but I own,
that I love that charming princefs, (if T may ufe
fo familiar an expreflion) and if Thad not, I fhould
have been very much moved at the tragical end of
an only fon, borh after being fo long defired, and
at length killed by want of good management,
weaning him in the beginning of the winter. « A-
dieu, dear Tady R 3 continue to write to me,
and belicve none of your goodnefs is loft upon
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To the Countefs of

Blankenburg, O&. 17. O 8. 1716.

IRECEIVCD yours, dear fifler, the very day I
left Hanover, ' You may eafily imagine 1 was
then in too great a hurry to anfwerit; but you
feel take the firft opportunity of doing myfelf that
pleafure. I came here the 15th, very late at night,
after a terrible journey, in the worft roads and
weather that ever poor traveller fuffered. I have
taken this little fatigue merely to oblige the reign-
ing emprefs, and carry a meflage from her impe-
rial majefty to the duchefs of Blankenburg, her
iother, who is a princefls of great addrefs and
:ding, and may be flill called a fine wo-
man. It was {o late when I came to this town,
I did not think it proper to difiurb the duke and
duchefs with the news of my arrival ; fo I took
Up my quasters in a miferable inn: but as foon as
I had fent my compliments to their highnefles,
they immediately {ent me their own coach and fix
horfes, which had however enough to do to draw
us up the very high hill on which the caftle is
fituated. The duchefs is extremely obliging to
me, and this little court is not without its diver-
fions. The duke taillys at baflet every night; and
the duchefs tells me, fhe is fo well pleafed with
my company, that it makes her play les than fhe
ufed to do. I fhould find it very difficule to fteal
time to write, if the was not now at church,
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where I cannot wait on her, not underftanding
the language.enough to pay my deyotions in it.
You will not forgive me, if I do not fay fome-
thing of Hanover; I cannot tell you that the town
is either large or magnificent. The opera houfe,
which was built by the late eleftor, is much finer
than that of Vienna, I was very forry that the
ill weather did not permit me to fee Hernhaufen
in all its beautys but in fpite of the fnow, I
thought the gardens very fine. Iwas particularly
furprifed at the valt number of orange trees,
much Jarger than any I have ever feen in England,
though this climate 1s certainly colder. But I had
more reafon to wonder that night at the king’s
table, to fee a prefent from a gentleman of this
country, of two large bafkets full of ripe oranges
and lemons of different forts, many of which were
quite new to me; and what 1 thought worth all
the reft, two ripe ananaffes, which, to my tafte,
are a fruit perfe€tly delicious. You know they
are naturally the growth of Brazil, and I could
ndt imagine how they came here, but by enchant-
ment, Upon inquiry,-I learnt that they have
brought their {toves to fuch perfection, thiey length~
en their fummer as long as they pleafe, giving to
every plant the degree of heat it would receive
from the fun in its native foil. . The effelt is very
near the fame; I am furprifed we do not practife
in Encland fo: ufefol an invention.  This reflec~
tion leads me to confider our obftinacy in fhaking
with cold, five menths in the year, rather than
make ufe of floves, which are certainly one of
the greateft convenigncics of lifc.” Befides, they
are fo far from {poiling the form of a room, that they
add very much to the magnificence of it, whenthey
are painted and gilt, as they are at Vienna, or at
Drefden,
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Drefden, where they are often in the fhapes of
china jars, flatues, or fine cabincts,-fo naturally
reprefented, that they are not to be diftinguifhed.
If ‘ever I return, in defiance ‘to the fathion, you
thall certainly fee one in the chamber of

Dear fifter, your, &'

IwriLy te often, fince you defire it; but I
muft beg you to be a little more particular in
yours 5 you me at forty miles diftance,
and forget, thd!, after {o long an'abfence, 1 can’t
underftand hints.

G

L DO e o O . 4. 3
To the Lady ———~

Vienna, Jan. 1. O. 8. 1717.
IHAVL juft received here at Vienna, )onr

ladyfhip’s compliments on my return to Eng-
land, fent me from Hanover. You fee, madam,
all thm«rs that 'are afferted with confidence, are
Tiot ab(olutdy true; and that you have no fort of
reafon to complain of me for niaking my defigned
return a myftery to you, when you 1\\ ’!” the
world are informed of it.  You may tell all the
world in my name, that they are never fo well
informed of my affairs as T am myfelf; that I am
very pofitive I am at this time ar \/xunm, where
the carnival is begun, and all forts of diverfions
are carried to the greateft height, except that of

E 2
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mafquing, which is never permitted during a war
with the Turks.  The balls are in publick places,
where the men pay a:gold ducat at entrance, but
the ladies nothing.” I am told,: that thefe houfes
get fometimes a thoufand ducats in‘a night: ' The

are very. magnificently furnifhed, and the mufic

good, 1f they had not that deteftable cuftom of
mixing hunting horns with it, that almoft deafen
the company. But that noife is fo agreeable here,
they never make a concert without them. The
ball always concludes with Englith country dances,
to the number of thirty or forty couple, and fo ill
danced, that there is very little pleafure in them.
‘They know but half a dozen, ‘and they have dan-
ced them over and over thefe fifty years: I would
fain have taught them fome new ones, but I found
it would be fome months labour to make them
comprehend them. © Laft night there was an Ita-
lian comedy aéted at court. The fcenes were
pretty, but the comedy itfelf fuch intolerable low
farce, without either wit or humour, that I was
furprifed how aH the court could fit there atten-

* tively for four hours together. No women are

fuffered to act on the flage, and the men‘dreflfed
like them, were fuch awkward figures, théy very
much added to the ridicule of the fpectacle. 'What
completed the diverfion, was the exceflive cold,
which was fo great, I thought I fhould have died
there. It is now the very extremity of the winter
here; the Danube is entirely frozen, and the
weather not to be fupperted without ftoves and
furs; but, however, the air fo clear, almoft eve-
ry body is well, and colds not half fo commen as
in England. T am perfuaded there cannot be a
purer air, nor more wholefome, than that of
Vienna. The plenty and excellence of all fort:_

i [




£

of provifions are grmt’r here than in any place I
ever was before, and ’tis not very-expenfive to
keep a fplemhd table, /"Iis really a plu(urc to
pafs through the markets, and fee the abundance
of what we fhould think rarities, of fowls and
venifon, that are daily brought in from Hungary
and Bohemia. ‘They want nothing but fhell-fith,
and are fo fond of oyfters, that they have them
fent from Venice, and ¢at them very guuh]y,
ftink or not ftink. Thus I obey your commands,
madam, in giving you an. account of Vienna,
though I know you “will not be fatisfied with it.
You chide me for my lazinefs, in not telling you
a thoufand agreeable and furgiizing things, that
youfay you are fure I have feen and heard. Upon
my word, madam, ’tis my regard to truth, and
not Jazinefs, that I do not entertain you with as
many prodigics as other travdh,rf. ufe to divert
their readers with. I might eafily pick up won-
ders in every town T pafs throu‘h or'tell you a
long feries of popith miracl hw I cannot fancy
that there is any thing new o deis you know,
that priefts will lie, and the mob beficve, all ths
world over. Then as for news, that you are fo
inquifitive about, how can it be entertaining to
you (that don’t know the people) that the princs
of has forfaken the countefs of ——? or
that the prince fuch a one, has an intrigue with
the countefs fuch a one? Would you ‘have me
write novels like the countefs of D" ? and is
it not better to tell you a plain truth,
That I am, &,

E 3 LET:
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LUE DPOPsE RESKIXT: ;

To the Countefs Of mmsmmie.

Viennay Jan. 16. O. S, 1717,

AM now, dear fifter, to take leave of you for

a'long time, and of Vienna for ever, delign-
ing, to-morrow, to begin ‘my journey through
Hungary, in fpite of the exceflive cold, and deep
fows, which are enough to damp a greater cou
rage than Tam miftrefs of.  But my principle of
ve abedience, carrics me through every thing. I

d my audience of leave of theemprefs. His
imperial majefty was pleafed to be prefent, w
I waited on the reigning emprefs; and, after a
very obliging converfation, both their imperial

majefties invited me to take Vienna in my, road
back; but T have no thoughts of enduring, over

again, fo great a fatigue. I delivered a lester
irom the duchefs of Blankenburg. 1 flayed buta
few days at that court, though her high
fed me very much to flay; and when I Ieft her,
engaged me to write to her. I wrote you a long
letter from thence, which I hope you have roceis
ved, though you don’t mention it but I helieve
I forgot to tell you one curiofity in all the Ge
man courts, which I cannot forbear taking notice.
of : "All the princes keep favourite dwarfs, The
emperor and emprefs have twoof thefe little mon-
fters, as ugly as devils, efpecially the female; but
they are all bedaubed with diamonds, and ftand
ak
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at her majefty’s elbow, in all publick places. The
duke of Wolfenbuttle has one, and the duchefs
of Blankenburg is not without hers, but indeed
the moft proportionable I ever faw. I am told
the king of Denmark "has fo far improved upon
this fafhion, that his dwarf is his chief minifter.
I can aflign no reafon for their fondnefs for thefe
picces of deformity, but the opinion all the ab-
folure princes have, that it is below them to con-
verfe with the reft of mankind; and not to be
quite alone, they are forced to feek their compa-
nions among the refufe of human nature, thefe
creatures being the only part of their court Pprivi=
leged to talk freely to them. I am at prefent
confined to my chamber by a fore thio t; and am
really glad of the excufe, to avoid feeing people,
that I love well enough, to be very much morti-
fied when I think I am going to part with them
for ever. Tis true, the Auftrians are not com-
monly the moft polite people in the world, nor
the moft agreeable. - But Vienna is inhabited by -
all nations, and I had formed to myfelf a litele
{ociety of fuch as were pereétly to my own tafte.
And though the number was not very great, I could
never pick up, in any other place, fuch a number
of reafonable, agreeable people. We were almoft
always together, and you know I have ever been
of opinion, that a chofen conver fation, compofed
of a few that one cftcems, is the greateit happi-
nefs of life. Here are fome Spaniards of both
fexes, that have all the vivacity and generofity of
fentiments anciently afcribed fo their nation ; and
could I believe that the whole kingdom were like
them, I would with nothing more than to end
my days there. - The ladies of my acquaintance
ave fo much goodnefs for me, they cry whenever
{ they
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they fee me, fince T have determined to under-
take this journey. ~And, indeed, I am not very
eafy when I refle@ on what T am going to fuffer.
Almoft every body I fee frights me with fome new
difficulty. {’rince Tugene has been fo good as to
fay all the things he could to perfuade me to flay
till the Danube is thawed, that I may have the
conveniency of going by water ; affuring me, that
the houfes in Hungary are fuch, as are no defence
againft the weather, and that T fhall’ be ebliged
to travel three or four days between Buda and Lfs
fek, without finding any houfe at all, through
defert plains covered with fnow ; where the cold
is fo violent, many have been killed by it. I
own thefe terrors have made a very deep impref-
fion on my mind, becaufe I believe he tells me
things truly as they are, and no body caw be bet-
ter informed of them.

Now I have named that great man, I am fure
you expect, I fhould fay fomething particular of
him, having the advantage of feeing him very
often; but I am as unwilling to fpeak of him at
Vienna, as I fhould be to talk of Hercules in the
court of Omphale, if T had feen him there. I
don’t know what comfort other people find in
confidering the weaknefs of great men, (becaufe,
perhaps, it brings them nearer to their level) but
tis always a' mortification to me, to obferve that
there is no perfection in humanity. The young
prince of Portugal is the admiration of the whole
court; he is handfome and polite, with a great
vivacity. All the officers tell wonders of his gal-
lantry the laft campaign. He is lodged ar court
with all the honours due to his rank. Adieu,

dear fifter : this is the laft account you will have:

from:
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from me of Vienna. If I furvive my journey,
you fhall hear from me again. T can fay, with
great truth, in the words of Moneles, I have bng
learnt to hold myfelf as mothing ; but when I think
of the-fatigue my poor infant muft fuffer, I have
all a mother’s fondnefs in my eyes, and all her
tender paflions in my heart.

P. 8. T have written a letter, to my lady ——,
that I believe fhe won’t like 5 and, upon cooler
refleGtion, I think I had done better to have let
it alone; but I was downright peevifh at all her
queftions, and her ridiculous imagination, that
Yhave certainly feen abundance of wonders which
1 keep to myfelf out of mere malice. She is very
angry that T won’t lie like other travellers. I
verily believe fhe expe@s I fhould tell her of the
Anthropophagi, men whofe heads grow below their
thoulders ; however, pray fay fomething to paci-
fy her,

LETTER XX

To Mr. Pope.

Vienna, Jan. 16. O. 8. 1717,

I FAVE not time to anfwer your letter, being
in the hurry of preparing for my journey;
but, I think, I ought to bid adien to my friends
with the fame folemnity, as if I was going to
mount a breach, at leaft, if I am to believe the

information
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information of the people here, who denounce all
forts of terrors to me; and, indeed, the weather
is at prefent fuch, as very few ever fet out in. ' T
am threatened, at the fame time, with being fro-
zen to death, buried“in the fnow, and ‘taken by
the Tartars, who ratage that part of Hungary 1
am to pafs. - “Tis true, we fhall have a confide-
rable efcorte, fo that poflibly I may be diverted
witha new fcene, by finding myfelf in'the midft
of a battle. How my adventures will conclude,
1 leave entirely to Providences if comically, you
fhall hear of them.—Pray be fo good as to tell
Mr. —— I have received his letter. Make him
my adieus 5 if I live, I'will anfwer it. The fame
compliment to my lady R

LETTER XXIIL

To the Countefs of

Peterwarading Jan. 30. O. S. ry1y.

T length, dear fifter, I am fafely arrived,
with all my family, in good health, at Pe~
terwaradin 3 having fuffered fo-little from the ri-
gour of the feafon, (again{t which we were well
provided by furs) and found fuch tolerable accom=
modation every where, by the care of fending be-
fore, that I can hardly forbear laughing, when I
recollet all the frightful ideas that were given
me of this journey. Thefe, I f{ee, were wholly
owing to the tendernefs of my Vienna friends,
and
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and their defire of keeping ‘me with them for this
winter.. Perhaps it will not be difagreeable to
you, to give a fhort journal of my journey, being
through a country entirely unknown to you, and
very little pafled, even by the Hungarians them-
felves, who generally chufe to take the convenien:
cy of going down the Danube. We haye had
the blefling of being favoured with finer weather
than is common at this time of the year 5 -though
the fnow was fo deep, we were obliged to have
our own coaches fixed upon traincaus, which
move fo fwift and {o eafily, ’tis by far the moft
agreeable manner of travelling poft.. We came to
Raab (the fecond day from Vienna) on the feven=
teenth inftant, where Mr. W. fending word
of our arrival to the governour, the beft houfe in
the town was provided for us, the’ garrifon put
under arms, a guard ordered at our door, and all
other honours paid to us. - The governour, and
all other officers immediately waited on M.
W- ; to know if there was any ‘thing to be
done for his fervice. The bifhop of 'Temefwar
came to vifit us, with great civility, earncftly
prefling us to dine with him next day; which we
refufing, as being refolved to purfue our journey,
he fent us feveral bafkets of winter fruit, and ‘a
great variety of Hungarian wines, with a young
hind juft killed. "This is a prelate of great power
in this country, of the ancient f mily of Nadafti,
fo confiderable, for many ages, in this kingdom.
He is a very polite, agreeable, cheerful old man,
wearing the Hungarian habit, with. a venerable
white beard down to his girdle. Raab is a
firong town, well garrifoned and fortified, and
was a long time the frontier town between the
Turkith and German empires. It has its name

from
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from the river Rab, on which it is fituated, juft
on its meeting with the Danube, in an opea
champaign country. Tt was firft taken by the
Turks, under the command of baffa Sinan, in the
reign of fultan Amurath L in the year fifteen
hundred and ninety four. ‘The governour being
fuppofed to have betrayed it, was afterwards ‘be-
headed by the emperor’s command. The counts
of Swartzenburg and Palfi retook it by furprife,
1598 3 fince which time, ‘it hias remained in the
hinds of the ‘Germans, though the Turks once
more attempted to gain it by ftratagem in’ 1642.
The cathedral is large and well built, which is ail
1 faw remarkable in the town. Leaving Comora
on the other fide the river, we went the eigh-
teenth to Nofmuhl, ‘a finall village, where, how-
ever, we made fhift to'find tolerable accommodas
tion. We continted two days travelling between
this place'and Buda, through the fineft plains in
the world, as even as if they were paved, and ex-
tregely fruitful 3 but for the moft part defert and
uncultivated, laid wafte by the long wars between
the Turk and the Emperor; and the more cruel
civil war, occafioned by the barbarous perfécution
of the prateftant religion, by’ the emperor Leo-
pold. Thit prince has left behind him the cha-
ralter of an extradrdinary piety, and was natu-
rally of 'a mild merciful temper ; but, putting
his confcience into the hands of ‘a Jefuit, he was
more cruel and treacherous to‘his poor Hungarian
fubjecs, than ever thee Turk has been to the Chri-
ftians ; breaking, without {cruple; his coronation
cath, and his faith, folemnly given in many puba
lic treaties.  Indeed; nothing can be more melan~
choly than in travelling through Hungary, to re-
fle@ on the former flourifhing flate of that king-

- dom,




dom, and to fee fuch anoble fpot of e: almoft
uninhabited. Such are alfo the prefent circum- .
ftanees of Buda (where we arrived very early the
twenty-fecond) once the royal feat of the Hun-
garian kings, ‘whofe palace the cko:
| one of the moft beautiful bu ngs of the age,
| now wholly deftroyed, no part of the town ha-
|  ving been repaired fince the laft ficge, but the for-
tifications and the caftle, which is the pr
fidenice of the governour general Ragule, an offi-
cer of great merit. - He came immediately to fee
us,and carried us in his coach to his houle, where
| T wasreceived by his lady, with all poffible civi-
lity, and magnificently entertained. - This city is
fisuated upon a little hill on the fouth fide of the
Danube.  (The caftle is much higher than the
town, and from it the profpect is very noble.
Without the walls ly a vaft number of little hou-
fes, or rather huts, that they call the Rafcian
town, being altogether it

The

habited by that people.
governour - affured me, it would furnith
thoufund fighting men. Thefe towns lock
very odd ;5 their houfes fland in rows, many thou=
fands of them fo clofe together, that they appear,
at 3 Jlittle diftance, like old-fafhioned ‘thatched
| tents.  They confift; every one of them, of one
hovel above, and another under ground ; thefe a
their fummer and winter apartm Buda w
firft taken by Solyman the Magnificent, in 15206,
and loft the following year to Ferdinand I. king
of Bohemia.  Solyman regained it Ly the treach-
ery of the garrifon, and voluntarily gave-it into
the hands of king John ‘of Hungary ;  aft
whofe death, his fon being an infant, Ferdinand
laid fiege to it, and the queen mother was forced
to call Solyman to her aid.  He indeed raifed the
v I

oL, L. 0 ficge 3




[ 6 ]

fiege ; but left'a Turkifh garrifon inthe town, and
commanded her to remove her court from thence,
which fhe was forced to fubmit to, in 1541: It
refifted afterwards the fieges laid to it by the mar~
quis of Brandenburg, in the year 15423 count
Schwartzenburg, in 1508 5 General Rofworm, in
1602 3 and the duke of Lorrain, commander of the
emperor’s forces, in 1684, to whom it yielded, in
1686, after an obftinate defence, Apti Bafla, the
governour, being killed, fighting in the breach
with a Roman bravery. ~ The lofs of this town
was fo impontant, and fo much refented by the
"Furks, that it occafioned the depofing of their em~
peror Mahomet IV. the year following.

WEe did not proceed on our journey:till the
twenty-third, when we pafled through Adam and
"T'odowar, both confiderable towns, when in the
hands of the Turks, but now quite ruined. The
remains, however, of fome Turkith towns, thew
fomething of what they have been.  This part of
the country is very much overgrown with wood,
and little frequented. *Pis incredible what vaft
numbers of wild-fowl we faw, which often live
here to a good old age,—and undiffurt'd by guns,
n quict flecp: -We came the five and twen=
tieth, to Mohatch, and were fhewed «the field
near it, where Lewis, the young king of Hun-
gary, loft his army and his life, being drowned in
a ditch, trying to fly from Balybeus, genéral of
Solyman the Magnilicent. This battle opened the
firlt paflage for the Turks into the heart of Hun-
gary. 1 don’t name to you the little villages,
of which I can fay nothing remarkable; but Il
affure you, I have always found a warm ftove, and
great plenty, particularly of wild boar, venifon,

. and
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and all kinds of gibier.  The few people that inha~
bit Hungary, live eafily enough ; they have ‘no
money, but the woods and plains afford them pro-
vifion in great abundance ; they! were ordered to
give us all things neceflary, even what horfes wé
pleafed to demand, gratis 5 but Mr. W- would
not opprefs the poor country people, by making
ufe of this order, and always paid them to ‘the
full worth of what we had.” They were fo fur-
prifed at this unexpelted generofity, which they
are very little ufed to,  that they/ always prefied
upon us, at parting,-a dozen;of fat pheafants; or
fomething of that fort, for a prefent. ' Their drefs
is very primitive, being only a plain fheep’s fkin,
and a cap and boots of the fame ftuff. = You may
eafily imagine this lafts them many winters; and
thus they have very little occafion for meney.
The twenty-fixth, we paffed over the frozen Da-
nube, with all our equipage and carriagés.  We
met on the other fide general Veterani, who in-
vited us, with great civility, to pafs the night at
alittle caftle of his, a few miles off, afluring us
we thould have a very hard day’s journey to reach
Effek. . This we found but too true, the woods
being very dangerous, and fearce paffable, from
the vaft quantity of wolves that hoard in them.
‘We came, however, fafe, though late, to Effek,
where we flayed a day, to difpatch a courier with
letters to the baffa of Belgrade ; and I took that
opportunity of feeing the town, which is not very
large, but fair built, and well fortified. 'This was
a town of great trade, very rich and populous,
when in. the hands of the Turks. It is fituated on
the Drave, which runs into the Danube. The
bridge was efleemed one of the moft extraordi-
mary in the world, being cight thoufand paces

2 long,
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long, and all built of oak. - It was burnt, and the
city laid in afhes by cournt' Lefly, 1683, but was
again repaired and fortified ‘by ‘the "Furks, who,
however; abandoned it in 1687.7General Dunne-
walt then took pofleflion' of it for ‘the emperor, in
whofe hands it has'remained ever fince, and'is e=
fteemed one of the bulwarks of Hungary. The
twenty-cighth, we went to Bocorwar, a very large
afcian town, all built after the manner 1 have
deferibed to you. * We were met there by calo-
nel ———, who'would not fuffer us' to g0 any
where but to his'quartersy where I found his wife,
a very agreeable Hungarian lady, ‘and his nicce
and danghter,  two pretty young ‘women, crowd-
ed into three or four Rafcian houfes, caft into one,
and made as neat and convenient as thofe places
are capable of being made. The Hungarian la-
dies are much handfomer than thofe of Auftria.
Al the Vicnna beauties are of that country 5 they
are generally very fair and well-thaped, and their
1 think, is extremely becoming. * This Jady
was in a gown of fcarlet velver, lined and faced
with fables, made exack to her fhape, and the tkirt
“falling r feet. ' The fleeves are {trait to their
arms, and the flays buttoned before; with two
tows of little buttons of gold, pearl, or diamonds.
8 heads they wear a taflel “of gold, that
hangs low on one fide, lined with fable; or fome
other fine fur.—They gave us a handfome dinner,
and I thought the ‘converfation very polite and a-
greeable. "They would accompany us part of ous
way.— The twenty-ninth, we arrived here, where
we were met by the commanding officer, at
the head of all the officers of the garrifon. We
ate lodged in the beft apartment of the governor’s
houfe, and entertained in a verydplendid man=
< ? ner
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nEl by the emperor’s order.. 'We wait here till all
points are 1d]ufhd concerning our reception on
the Turkith frontiers. = Mr. eourier,
swhich he fent from Effek, returned thxs ;morning,
with the baffa’s anfwer in a pur fearlet mrm
which the interpreter here has tranflated. lh
to promife him to be honourably reccived. I de- "
fired him_to appoint where he would be met by
the Turkith convoy.—He has difpatched the cou-
rier back, naming Betfko, a village in the mid-
way between Peterwaradin and ILIU‘M:. We
fhall ftay here till we: reccive his anfwer.

"Fhus, dear fifter, I have given you a very particu-
lar, and (I am afraid yuu'll think) a tedious ¢
count of this part of my trave t was not an
affe@ation of fhew ing my reading, 1l~at has made
me tell you fome little fcraps of the hiftory of the
towns Lhave pafied through 5 Thave always avoid-
ed any thing of that kmd when I fpoke of places
that I believe you knew. the ftory of aswell as
myfelf. 'But Hungary being a part of the world,
which I believe quite new to you, I thought you
might read with fome plmiurc, an account of it,
which I have been very folicitous to get from ll.(,
beft bands.  However, if you don’t like it, ’tis
in your power to forbear reading it. I am, dear

fifter, &',

T awm promifed to have dm Ie
to Vienna.

r carefully fent

F3
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To Mr. Pope.

Belgrade; Feb, 12, Q. 8. 1717.

DID verily intend to write you a long letter

,from Peterwaradin, where I expecied to flay
three or four days; but the bafla here was in fuch
hafte to fec us, that he difpatched the courier back
(which Mr. W—-— had fent to know the time he
would fend the convoy to meet us) without fuf-
fering him to pull oft his boots, My letters were
not thought important enough to flop qur jour-
ney; and we left Peterwaradin the next day, be-
ing waited on by the chief officers of the garrifon,
and a-confiderable convoy of Germans and Rafci-
ans. “The emperor has {cveral regiments of thefe
people; but, to fay the truth, they are rather
plunderers than foldiers ; having no pay, and be-
ing obliged to furnifh their own arms and horfes 5
they rather. look like vagabond gyplies, or ftout
beggars, than regular troops. I cannot forbear
fpeaking a word of this race of creaturcs; who
are very numerous all over Hungary. ‘They have
a patriarch of their own at Grand Cairo, and are
really of the Greek church ; but their extreme ig-
norance gives their priefls occafion to impofe fe~
veral new notions upon them. Thefe fellows let-
ting their hair and beard grow _inviolate, make.
exaélly the figure of the Indian bramins.- They
are heirs-general to all: tlie money of the laity’;
for which, in return, they give them formal pafl-
ports figned and fcaled for heaven ; and the wives.
4 and;
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and children only inherit the houfe and cattle.
In moft other points they follow the Greek church.
~——This little digreflion has interrupted my tell-
ing you we pafled overithe fields of Carlowitz,
where the laft great vi€tory was obtained by prince
Eugene over the Turks. The marks of that glo-
rious bloody day are yet recent, the field being
yet ftrewed with the fkulls and carcafes of unbu-
ried men, horfes, and camels. I could not Jook,
without horror, on fuch numbers of mangled hu-
man bodies, nor without refle€ting on the injuftice
of ‘war, that makes murder not only. neceflary
but meritorious. Nothing feems to be 2 plainer
proof of the irrationality of mankind (whatever
fine claims we pretend {o reafon) than the rage
with which they conteft for a fmall Ipot of ground,
when fuch vaft parts of fruitful earth lie:quite un-
inhabited. " "T'is true, cuftom has now made it
unavoidable ; but can there be a greater demon-
firation of want of reafon, than a cuftom being
firmly eftablifhed, ‘fo phinly eontrary to the in..
tereft of man in general? I am 2 good deal in-
elined to believe Mr. Hobbs, that the Slate of yga
tureis a flate of wwar ; but thence I conclude hu-
man ‘mature, not rational, if, the word reafon
means-common fenfe, as I fuppofe it does. T
have a great many admirable arguments to fup~
port this refle€tion ; T won’t how ever trouble you
with them, but return, in a plain ftyle, to ‘the
hiftory of my travels.

W were met at Betfko (a village in the mid~
way between Belgrade and Peter waradin) by-an
aga of ‘the janizaries, with a body. of Turks,’ ex-
ceeding the Germans, by onc]!undrtdan,t]mugh
the baffa had engaged to fend exadlly the fame

number.
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mimber. ~ You'may judge by this of their fears.
1 am really perfuaded, that they hardly thought
the odds of one hundred men fet them even with
the Germans; however, I was very uneafy 'till
they were partedy  fearing fome quarrel might
arife, notwithftanding the parole given. ‘We
came late to Belgrade, the deep fnows making’
the afcent to it very difficult. Tt feems a ftrong
city 5 fortified on the eaft fide by the Danube ;™
and on thefouth, by the river Save, and was for=
merly the barrier of Hungary. It was ficft taken
by Solyman the Magnificent 5 and- fince, by the
emperor’s forces, led by the elector of Bavaria.
The emperor held it only two years, it being re-
taken by the grand vizier. It is now fortified
with the utmoft care and fkill the Turks are ca~
pable of, and ftrengthened by a very numerous
garrifont of their braveft janizaries; commanded
by a baffa ferafkier (i. e general) though this laft
expreflion is not very juft; for, to fay truth,
the ferafkier is commanded by the janizaries.
“Thefe troops have an abfolute authority here, and
their conduét carries much more the afpeét of
rebellion, than the appearance of fubordination.
You may judge of this by the following-ftory,
which, at the fame time, will give youan idea
of the admirable intelligence of the governour of
Peterwaradin, though fo few hours diftant. “We
were told by him at Peterwaradin, that the garri-
fon and inhabitants of Belgrade were fo weary of
the war, they had killed their baffa about two
months ago, in a mutiny, becaufe he had fuffered
himfelf to be prevailed upon, by a bribe of five
purfes (five hundred pounds fterling) to give per—
miflion to the Tartars to ravage the Getman fron-
tiers. We were very well pleafed to hear of fuch
favotirable
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favourable difpofitions in the people; but when
we came hither, we found the governour had been
ill informed, and the real truth of the flory to be
this.: The late baffa-fell under the difpleafure of
his foldiers, for mo other rreafon,’ but reftraining
their incurfions on' the. Germans. They took it
into their heads, from that mildnefs, that he had
intelligence with the enemy, and fent fuch in-
formation to: the' grand fignior at Adrianople ;
but; redrefs not coming quick enough from then
they aflembled themfelves in a ‘tumultuous mar
ner, and by force dragged their baffa before th
cadi and muftiy and there demanded juftice in a
mutinous wayy one crying out, ‘Why he protetted
the infidels? Another, Why he fqueezed them of
their money ? The bafla, ealily guefling their pur-
pofe, calmly replied to them, that they afked him
too many queflions, and that he had but one life,
which muft anfwer for all.  They then immedi-
ately fell upon’ him with their {cimitars (without
waiting the fentence of their heads of the law)
and in a few moments cut him in picces.  The
prefent bafla has not dared to punith the murder ;
on the contrary, ‘he affeCted to applaud the altors
of it, ras brave fellows, that knew to do them-
felves juflice.  He takes all pretences of throw-
ing money among the gatrifon, and- fuffers them
to make little .excurfions into Hungary, where
they burn fome poor Rafcian houfes.

You may imagine, I.cannot be very eafy in a
town which is really under the government of an
infolent foldiery.——We expefled to be immedi-
ately difmifled, after a night’s lodging here ; but
the baffa detains us till he receives orders from A-
drianople, which may, poflibly, be a month a-

i coming.




Ay

coming. In the mean time, we are lodged in
one of the beft houles, belonging to a very con-
fiderable man amongft them, and have a whole
chamber of janizaries to guard us. My only di- -
verfion is the converfation of our hoft,” Achmet
Beg, a title fomething like that of count in Ger-
many. His father was a great baffa, and he has
been educated in the moft polite ealtern learning,
being perfectly fkilled in the Arabic and Perfian
languages, and an extraordinary feribe, which they
call ¢ffend:.  This accomplithment makes way to
the greateft preferments; but he has had the good
{enfe, to prefer an eafy, quict, fecure life, to all
the ‘dangerous honours of the Porte. He fups
with us every night, and drinks wine very freely.
You cannot imagine how much he is delighted:
with the liberty of converfing with -me. * He has
explained to me many pieces of Arabian poetry,
which, I obferve, are in numbers not unlike ours,
generally of an alternate verfe, and of a very mu-
fical found. Their expreflions of love are ver
paflionase and lively. Iam fo much pleafed wit
them, I really believe I fhould learn to read A-
rabic, if 1 was to ftay here a few months.. He
has a very good library of their books of all kinds;
and, as he tells me, fpends:the greateft part of his!
life there. I pafs for a great fcholar with him, b
relating to him fome of the Perfian. tales, WhiC{l
I find are genuine. - At firlt he believed I under=~
ftood Perfian. I have frequent difputes with him,
concerning the difference of our cuftoms, parti-’,
cularly the confinement of women. . He affures.
me, there is nothing at all in it;. only, fays he,’
we have the advantage, that when our wives cheat
us, nobody knows it.. He has wit, and is more
polite than many Chriftian men of quality. I
am
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am Very much entertained with him.——FHe has
had the curiofity to make one of our fervants fet
him an alphabet of our letters, and can already
write a good Roman hand. But thefe amufements
do not hinder my wifhing heartily to. be out of
this place; tho’ the weather is colder than T be-
lieve it ever was, any where, but in Greenland.
We have a very large flove conftantly kept

~hot, and yet the windows of the room are frozen

on the infide. God knows when I may have
an opportunity of fending this letter: but I have
written it, for the difcharge of my own confeci-
ence; and you cannot now reproach me, that one
of ‘yours makes ten of mine. Adieu.

Rt i e
T B T EIR Ry ®

To her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales *.

Adrianople, April 1. O, §. 1017,

HAVE now, madam, finifhed a journey that

L has not been undertaken by any Chriflian,
fince the time of the Greck emperors : and I {hall
not regret all the fatigues I have fuffered in it, if
it gives me an opportunity of amufing your R. H,
by an account of places utterly unknown amongft
us; the emperor’s ambaffadors, and thofe fey En-
glifh that have come hither, always going on the
Danube to Nicopolis. But the ‘river was now
frozen, and Mr. W- was 10 zealous for the
fervice

* The late Queen Caroline.
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fervice of his majefty; that he would not defer
his journey to wait for: the conveniency of that
paflage. | We croffed the deferts of Servia, almoft
quite over-grown with wood, [though’a’country
naturally fertile. The inhabitants areinduftrious;
but the oppreflion of the peafants is {o great; the
are forced to abandon 'their houfes, and neglct{
their tillage, all they have being'a prey to the ja=
nizaries;, whenever ‘they. pléafe to feize upon 'it.
We had a guardof five hundred' of them, and
1 'was almoftin tears every day, to fee their info-
lencies in the poor villages through which we' pal-
fed. After'feven days travelling through thick
woods; we came'to Niffa, once the capital of Ser-
via, fituated in a fine plain on the river Niffava,
in a very good air, and fo fruitful a foil, “that the
great ' plenty is hardly credible. * I'was certainly
afluredy that'the quantity of wine lafb vintage was {o
prodigiots; that they were forced to dig-holes in the
earth to put'it in, mot*having veflels enoughiin'the
town to hold'it. ‘The happinefs of this plenty is
fearce perceived by the opprefled people. 1 fawhere
a new ogealion for my compatlion. The wretches
that had provided twenty waggons fdr our baggage
from Belgrade hither for'a certain hiré, being all
fent back ‘without payment, fome of theirhorfes
lamed, and 'others killed, without any fatisfation
made for them. “The poor fellows came round the
houfe weeping and tearing their hair and beards in
a moft pitiful manner, without getting any thing
but drubs from thé infolent foldicrs. - I cannot ex-
prefs to your R.H. how‘mtch I'was moved at
this fcene. T would Thave 'paid them the money
out of my own pocket, wish all my heart; but it
would only have been giving fo much tothe aga,
who would haye taken it from them without any:
remorfe.
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remorfe.  After four days journey from this place
over the mountains, we came to Sophia, fituated
in a large beautiful plain on the river Ifca, and
furrounded. with' diftant. mountains. . "Tis hardly
poflible to fee a more agreeable landfcape. The
city itfelf is very large and extremely populou
Here are hot baths, very famous for their medici-
nal virtues.——TFour days journey from hence we
arrived at Philippopolis, after having paffed the
ridges between the: mountains of Hemus and
Rhodope, which are. always covered with {riow.
"This town. is fituated on a rifing ground near the
river Hebrus, and is almoft wholly inhabited by
Greeks 3 here are flill fome ancient Chriftian
churches.  They have a bifhop; and feveral of
the richelt Greeks live here; but they are forced
to conceal their wealth with great care, the ap-
pearance of povel (which includes part of its
inconveniencies) being all their fecurity againft
feeling it in carneft: "The country from hence to
Adrianople, is the fineft in the world. Vines
grow wild on all the bhills; and the perpetual
fpring they enjoy makes every thing gay and flou-
rifhing. . But this climate, happy as it jeems, can
never be preferred to England, with all it§ frofts
and fnows, while we are blefled with an cafy go-
vernment, under a king, who makes his own hap-
pinefs confift in the liberty of his people, and
chufes rather to be looked upon as. their father
than their mafter.: "Fhis theme would carry me
very far, and I am fenfible I have already  tired
out, your R. H.s patience. But my letter is in
your hands, and you may make it as thort as you
pleafe, by threwing it into the fire, when weary
of reading it.

<

Iam, madam,
With the greateft refpe@, to.
Vor. L. G L E T-
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TG the Lady ——
Adrianople, April 1. 0.8, 1717

I AM now got into a new world, where every

thing 1 fee, appears to me a change of fcene;
and T write to your ladyfhip with fome content of
mind, hoping, at leaft, that you will find the
charm: of novelty in my letters, and no longer
reproach me, that L tell you nothing extraordi-
nary. - I won’t trouble you with a relation of our
tedious journey 3 but I muft not omit, what I faw

5
remarkable.at Sophia, one of the moft beautiful
towns in the Thirkifh empire, and famous for its
Tot; baths, that are reforted to both for diverfion
and health. I ftopped here one.day; on purpofe
tofee them 3 and, defigning to go incognito, Lhired
a.Turkith coach. "[hele voitures are not at all
like ours, but much moie convenient for the coun-
try, the heat being o great, that glafles would
be very troublefome. . They. are n ade a good deal
in the manner of the Dutch ftag
ving wooden lat inted and gil
fide being -allo pai and nofegays
of flowers, intermixed commonly with little poe-
tical mottos. ; They are covered all over with
fearlet cloth, lined with filk, and very often rieh-
1y embroidered -and fringed. This covering en-
tirely. hides: the perfons in them, but may be
chrown back at pleifure, and thus permits the la-

dies to peep through the lattices. ‘T'hey hold four
people very conveniently, feated on cufhions, but
not raifed:

In
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In"one of thefe covered waggons, I we nt. tu
the bagnio-about ten o’clock. = It was already
of women. Itis buileof fione, in the thape of
2 dome, with no windows but in the roof; which
gives ‘light enough. There were five of thef:
domes joined together, the outmoft being lefs
than the reft; and ferving only as
the portrefs food at the door.  Lac
generally, give oman a crowhn or ten.fhil-
Ln"q 5 and L did no t thatCetémony. I

2
r

e

and all round it are two raifed {
me: above another.  There were
of cold water in this room, i'm.nv

marble bafons, and then running on the fl
litele channels made for that purpofe, w uic’.
tied. the ftreams into the next roo m, fomet
lefs than this, with the fame fort of h:r.w
but fo hot with fieams of fulphur proceeding
from the baths joining to, it, 'tiwas impoffible to
flay there with one’s clothes on.  The two other
domes were the hot .,.u.»m, one ‘of which had
cocks of cold water turning into it, to ter
it to. what degree of warmth the bathers ple:
9 have.

I wasin my tr:.vclling habit, wh
ding drefs, and certainly appearcd very extraordina-
1y to them. ') et t)u‘r" was not ene of them that
fhewed the leaft ife or im .nm int curiofi ty,
but received me with all the obligi ng civility pof~
fible. I know no Enropean couit, “where the
dies would have behaved themii fo polite a
manner to fuch a {rang 1 believe, upon the
whole, there were two hundred women, and vet

none of thofe difdainful {miles, and fatirical whi-
(6751 fpets,

5=




i

fpers, that never fail in our affemblies, when any
body appears that is not drefled exaclly in the’
fathion. They repeated over and. over to me;
« UzELLE, PEK UZELLE,” which is nothing
but, Gharming, very charming. ‘The firft fofas
were covered with ¢ufhions and:rich carpets, on’
which fat the ladies’; and on the fecond, their
flaves behind them, but without any diftintion
of rank by their drefs, all being in the ftate of
nature, that is, in plain Englifh, ftark: naked,
without any beauty or defect: concealed. . Yet
there was not the leaft wanton fmile or immodeft
gefture amongft them. They walked and moved
with the fame majeftic grace, which Milton de~
feribes our general mother with, . There were
many amongit them, as exaltly proportioned as
ever any goddefs was drawn, by the pencil of a
Guido or Yitian, and oft of their fkins
ihiningly white, only adorned by their beautiful
liair-divided into many treffes, hanging on their
{fhoulders, braided either with pearl or ribbon,
perfe@ly reprefenting the figures of the Graces.

1 was here convinced of the truth of a reflec=
tion 1 have often made, That if it avere the fufbion
io_go nakedy the face awould le hardly obferved. X
perceived that the ladies of the moft delicate {kins
und fineft fhapes, had the greateft fhare of my
admiration, though their faces were fometimes
lefs beautiful than thofe of their companions. To

- tell you the truth, 1 had wickednefs enough; to
wifh' fecretly, that Mr, Gervais could have been
there invifible. I fancy it would have very much
improved his art, to fee fo many fine women na-
ked, in different poftures, fome in converfation,
fome working, others drinking coffee or therbet,

* and
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and many negligently ‘lyinig on their cufhions,
while their flaves (gederally pretty girls of feven-
teen, or eighteen) were employed « in *braiding
their hair in feveral pretty fancies.  In fhort; tis

the womens ‘coffec-houfe, where all the news of
the town is told, feandal inyented, &%, hey

generally ‘take this’ diverfion once 3 week, and
ftay there at leaft four or five hours, without get-
¢ing: cold by immediate coming “out of the hot
bath into the’ cool room, which was very furpri-
{ing'to‘me. The lady, that feemed the moft con-
fiderable among them, entreated me to fit by
ber, and ‘would' faih have undrefled me for the
bath. T excufed myfelf with fome difficulty.
They being however all fo earncft in perfuading
me, I was at laft forced to open my fhirt, and

. dhew them m frays ; which fatisfied them very
| well; for, T fav they believed T was locked up

in that machine, and that'it was not in my own
POWEr 't0 open it, which contrivance they attri-

_buted ‘to. my ‘hutbandi—-_1 was charmed with
their civility” and beauty, and fhould have been
very plad to pafs’ more time with them’y but
Mr. Weters refolving to purfue his journey next
morning early, I 'was in hafte to fee the ruins of
Juftinian’s church, which did not afford me {o a-
greeable a“profpect as I had left, being little more
than a heap of flones,

o

Ap1ey, madim; I am fure I have now enter-
tained 'you 'with an account of fuch a fi ht, as
you never' faw in ‘your life, and what no book of
travels could' inform you of, as ’tis no lefs than
death for a man to be found in on of thefe places.

G 3 208
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To the Abbot' .

Adriariople, April 1. Q. 8. 1717.

Y O U fec that T am very exa in keeping the
promife you engaged me to make. I know
not; however, whether yourcuriofity will be fatis-
{ied with the accounts I {hall give you," though I
can aflure you, the defire I have to oblige you to
the utmoft of my power, bas made me very dili-
gent in my inquirics and obfervations.-  *Tis cer-
tain we havé but very imperfeét accounts of the
manners and religion of thefe pecple s .this part
of the world being feldom. vifiteds but’ by mer-
chants, who mind little but their own affairs 3 or
travellers, who mike too fhort a ftay, to be able
10 teport any  thing exaétly of their own know-
Jedpe, The Turks are too proud to converfe fa-
miliarly" with merchants, who can only pick up
foine confufed informations, which are generally
falfe, and can give no better account of theiways
nch refugee; lodging in a garret

in Greek-ftreet, could write of the court of
Lingland.  The journey we have -made from Bel-
grade hither, cannot poflibly be pafied by any out
of a public’ charaters The . defert: woods: of
Servia, are the common refuge of thieves, who
rob fifty in a company, fo that we had need-6f
all our guards to {ecure us; and the villages: dre
{o poor, that only force could extort from them
neceflary provifions. Indeed the janizaries had
se merey on their poverty, killing all ‘the poultry
| and:
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and fheep they could find; without alking te
whom they belonged; while the wretched own-

+ ers durft not put in their claim, for fear of being

beaten.  Lambs juft fallen, geefe and turkie big
with egg, all maflacred without diftin€tion I T
fancied Iheard the complaints of Melibeus for
the hope of his flocki” When ‘the baflas travel,
’tis yet worfe.  Thefe opprefiors are not coftent
with eating all that is to be' eaten belenging to
the peafants 5 after théy have crammied: themfelves
and’ their numerous retinue, theyhave
dence to exaét what they ca 76y, & contri=
bution for their ufe of thei teeth, worn with do=
ing them the honour of devouring their meat,
This is literally and cxa(‘xly true, however extra-
vagant it may feem ;- and fuch is the natural core
ruption of a' military government, their religion
riot allowing of this barbarity, any more thin ours
does:

¢ impu-

I sap the ad

ntage of lodging three weeks at
Belgrade, ' with a principal eftendi, that is to fay,
a fcholar, This fet of men are equally cupable
of preferments in the law or the church, thefe
two fciences being caft into one, and a law
a prieft being the fame word in the ur
guage. 'They are the only men 1 le
inn the empire; all the profitable e mployments and
church revenues are in théir hands. The grand
fignior, tho’ general heir to his people, never pre-
fumes to touch their lands or money, which go,
in an uninterrupted fucceffion; to their children.
"Lis true, they lofe this privil gey by aceepting a
place at court, or the title of baffa ; ‘but there

yer and
i lan~
cally confiderabl

few examples of ‘fuch fools a You
may eafily judge of the power of thefe ; 5 who
have
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have engroffed all the learning, and almott all the
wealth of the empire. - *Tis they that are the real
authors, though the foldiers are: the ators of revo-
lutions. They depofed the late fultan Muftapha ;
and their power is fo well known, that ’tis the em-
peror’s intereft to flatter them.

Trrs is a long digreffion.  T'was going to tell
you, that an intimate daily converfation with the
effendi Achmet-beg, gave me an opportunity of
knowing their religion and morals in'a more par~
ticular manner than perhaps “any Chriftian ever
did. T explained to him ‘the difference between
the religion of England and Rome; and he was
pleafed to hear there were Chriftians that did not
worfhip images, or adore the virgin Mary. 'The
ridicule of tranfubftantiation appeared very flrong
0 him: Upon comparing our creeds together,
1 am convinced, that if our friend Dr. —— had
free liberty of preaching here, it would be ‘very
eafy to perfuade the generality to Chriftianity,
whofe notions are very little different ‘from his.
Mr. Whifton would ‘make a very good apoftle
here. I don’t doubt but his zcal will be much
fired, if ‘you communicate this account to. him 3
but’ tell ‘him, he muft firlt’ have the 'gift' 'of
tongues, before he can poflibly be of any ufe.
Maliometifim is divided into as many fefts as
Chriftianity ; and theirft inftitution as muchne-
gle@ed and obfeured by interpretations. T can-
not here forbear refle€ting on the natural inclina-
tion of mankind, to make myfleries and novelties.
The Zeidi, Kudi, Jabari, & put me in
mind of the Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinifts,
and are equally zealous againft one another. - But
the moft prevailing opinion, if you fearch into the

fecret.
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fecret of the effendis, is, plain deifm. This is
indeed kept from the people, who are amufed with
a thoufand different notions, according to the dif-
ferent intereft of their preachers.——There are
very fewamongft them (Achmet-beg denied there
were any) fo abfurd, as to fet up for wit, by de-
claring, they believe no God at all,  And Sir Paul
Rycaut is miftaken (as he commonly is) in calling
the fe€k muterin, (i. e. the fecrot with us) atheifts,
they being deifts, whofe impiety confifts in making
a jeft of their prophet. Achmet-beg did not own
to me, that he was of this opinion ; but made no
feruple of deviating from fome part of Mahomet’s
law, by drinking wine with the fame freedom we
did. When I afked him how he came to allow
himfelf that liberty ? He made anfwer, -that all
the creatures of God are good, and defigned for
the ufe of man; however, that the prohibition
of wine was a very wife maxim, and meant for
the common people, being the fource of all difor-
ders amongft them ; but, that the prophet never
defigned to eonfine thofe that knew how to ufe it
with moderation 5 neverthelefs, he faid, that fcan-
dal ought to be avoided, and that he never drank
itin public. This is the general way of thinking
amongft them, and very few forbear drinking
wine, that are able to afford it. He affured me,
that if I underftood Arabic, I fhould be very well
pleafed with reading the alcoran, which is fo far
from the nonfenfe we charge it with, that it is the
pureft morality, delivered in the very beft lan-
guage. I have fince heard impartial Chriflians
ipeak of it in the fame manner 5 and I don’t doubt
but that all our tranflations are from copies. got
from the Greek priefts, who would not fail to
falfify it with the extremity of malice. No body

of




of men ever were more ignorant, or more cor-
rupt ; yet they differ fo little from the Romiflx
church, that, I confefs, nothing gives me-a great-
er abhorrence of the cruelty of your clergy, than
the barbarous perfecution of them, whenever they
have been their maers, for no other reafon than
thieir not acknowledging the pope. The! diffent-
ing in that one article, has' get them  the
titles of heretics and fchifmatics ; and, what is
worfe, - the fame treatment. I found at Phi-
lippopolis, a fect of Chriftians that call themfelves
Paulines.  They thew an old churchy where, they
fay, St. Paul preached ; and he is their favourite
faint, after the fame manner that St. Peter 4s 3t
Rome; neither do they forget to give him the
fame preference over the reft of the apoftles.

BuT of all the religions I have feen, that of
the Arnounts feems to me the moft ‘particular ;
they are natives of Arnountlich, the ancient Ma-
cedonia, and fill retain the courage and hardi-
nefs, though they have loft the name of Macedo-~
nians, being the beft militia in the Turkifh: em-
pire, and the. only ‘check upon the janijzaries.
"They are foot foldiers 3 we bad a guard of them,
relieved in every confiderable town we pafled 3
they are all clothed andiarmed at their, own. jex-
pence, dreffed in clean white coarfe cloth, carry-
ing guns of a prodigious length, which they run
with upon their fhoulders, asif they did not feel
the weight of them, the leader finging a fort of
rude tune, not unpleafant, and  the reft making
up the chorus. 'Thefe people living ‘between
Chriftians 4nd Mahometans, and not being fkilled
in controverfy, declare, that, they are utterly un-
able to judge which religion is befl ; but, to be

certain
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certain’ of not entirely rejecing the ‘truth, they
very ‘prudently follow both. . They go to the
mofques on Fridays, and'to the church on Sunday,
faying for their excufe, that at the, day of judg-
ment they are fure of protection from the true pro-
phets but which that is, they are not able to de-
termine in this world. Ibelieve there is no other
race of mankind, who have fo.modeft an opinion
of their own capacity.

Tuesk are the remarks Lhave made, on the di-
verfity of religions have feen. I don’t afk your
pardon for the liberty I have taken in fpe king of
the Roman. I know you equally condemn the
quackery of all churches, as much as you revere
the facred truths, in which we both agree.

You will expet 1 fhould fay fomething to you
of the antiquities of 'this country ; 1 re. arg
few remains of ancient Greece. ~ We pailed near
the piece of an archy which is commonly’ called
Trijan’s Gate, from a fuppefition, that he made
it:to-thut up the paflage over the mountain
tween Sophia and Philippopolis. But I rather
licve it the remains of fome trium irch, (though
I could not fee any infeription ;) for if that pai-
fage had been fhut up, there arc
would ferve for the march of an my 5 and, not-
withftanding the flory .of Baldwin earl of Flan.
ders, being overthrown in thefe ftraits, after he
won Conflantinople, I don’t fancy the Germans
would find themfelves ftopped by them at this day.
?Lis true, the road is now mad (with great in-
duftry) as commodious as pollible, for the march
of the Turkifh army 3 there is not one ditch or
puddle between this place and Belgrade, that has

not

=




Foisae

not a large ftrong bridge of planks built over it;
but the precipices are not fo terrible.as I had heard
them reprefented. At thefe mountains we lay at
the little village Kifkoi, wholly inhabited by Chri-
fRians, as all the peafants of Bulgaria are. Their
houfes are nothing but little huts, raifed of dirt
baked in the fun ; and they leave them, and fly in-
to the mountains, fome months before the march
of the Turkith army, who would elfe entirely ruin
them, by driving away their whole flocks. This
precaution fecures them in a fort of plenty; for
fuch vaft traés of land lying in common, they
have the liberty of fowing what they pleafe, and
are generally very induftrious hufbandmen. I
drank here feveral forts of delicious wine. The
women drefs themfelves in a great variety of co-
loured glafs beads, and are not ugly, but of a
tawny complexion. I have now told you all that
is worth telling you, and perhaps more, relating
to my journey. WhenIam at Conitantinople,
P11 try to pick up fome curiofities, and then you
{hall hear again from

Yours, &c.

ExD of the FirsT VOLUME.
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LETTER XXVIL

To the Countefs of B——.

Adrignople, April 1. O. 8. 1717.

S I never can forget the fmalleft of your
A ladyfhip’s commands, my firft bufinefs
here, has been to inquire after the ftuffs

you ordered me to look for, without being able
to find what you would like. The difference of
the drefs here and at London is fo great, the
fame fort of things are not proper for caftans and
manteaus. However, 1 will not give over my fearch,,
but renew it again at Conftantinople, though I
have reafon to believe there is nothing finer than
what is to be found here, as this place is at pre-
fent the refidence of the court. The grand fig-
nior’s eldeft daughter was married fome few days
before I came hither ; and, upon that occafion,
the Turkifh ladies cifplay all their magnificence.
The bride was conduéted to her hufband’s houfe
in very great fplendour. She is widow of the
Tatevizier, who was killed at Peterwaradin, though
that ought rather to be called a contra@ than a
marriage, fince fhe never has lived with him ;
however, the greateft part of his wealth is hers.
He had the permiffion of vifiting Ler in the fera«
glio; and, being one of the handfomeft men in
the empire, had very much cngaged her affce-
tions.: -When fhe faw this fecond butband, who
Hin is
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is at leaft fifty, fhe could not forbear burfting in-
to.tears, He is indeed a man of merit, and the
declared favourite of the fultan (which they call
mafayp) but that is not enough to make him plea~
fing in the eyes of a gxrl of thirteen.

Tun government here is entirely in the hands
of the army. The grand fignior, with all his ab~
folute power, is as much a {lave as any of his fub-

jeéks, and trembles at a janizary’s frown. Here
is, indeed, a much greater appearance of fub-
jection than amongft usj a minifter of flate is
not fpoke to, but upon the knee ; fhould a reflec-
tion on his conduct be dropt in a coffee-houfe
(for they have fpies every where) the houfe would
be raz’d to the ground, and perhaps the whole
company pat to the torture.  No buzzaing mobs,
[fenfelefs pamphiets, dnd tavern difputes about politicks 5

A confequéntial ill that freedom draws ;
A bad effe,~but from a noble caufe.

None of our harmlefs calling names ! but when a
minifter here difpleafes the-people, in three hours
time he is dragged even from his mafter’s arms.
They cut off his hands, head, and feet, and throw
them before the palace gate, with all the refpect
in the world ; while the fultan (to whom they all
profefs an unlimited adoration) fits trembling in
his apartment, and dare neither defend nor re-
venge his favourite. Thisis the blefled conditi-
on of the moft abfelute monarch upon earth, who

owns no /aw but his awill. N

I cannoT help withing, in the loyalty of ‘my
hcart, that the p?ulmment would fend hither a
{hip-load
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fhip-load of your paflive obedient men, that they
might fee arbitrary government in its cleareff,
fhongeﬁ light, where ’tis hard to judge, w hcthcr
the prince, people, or minifters, are meft mifer-
able. 1 could make many refleétions on this fub-
jeé s but I know, madam, your own good fenfe
has ahcady furnithed you with better than I am
capable of.

I wenT yefterday along with the French am-
baffadrefs to fee the grand fignior in his paflage to
the mofque. He was preceded by a numerous
guard of janizaries, with vaft white' feathers on
their heads, as allo by the fpabis and boffangees
(thefe are foot and horfe guardsy and the royal

gardeners, which are a very confiderable body of
men, drefled in different habits of fine lively co-
lours, fo that, at a diftance, they appeared like a
parterre ‘of tulips. After them the aga of the
Jjanizaries, in a robe of purple velvet, lined with
filver tiffue, his horfe led by two flaves richly dref-
fed. Next him the kyzlier-aga (your ladylhip
knows, this is the chief guardian of the feraglio
ladies) in a deep yellow cloth (which fuited very
well to his black f: ]mud with fables, Laft
came his fublimity hinr in green, lin~
ed with the fur of a black 'Wufu , whichis
fuppofed’ worth a thoufand pounds fterling, and
mounted on a fine horfe, with furniture embroi-
dered with jewels. 'Six more horfes richly capa-
rifoned. were led after him i
«cipal courtiers bore, one his gold, and the
his filver coffee-pot, on a ftaff'; another carried 2
filver ftool on his head tor him to fit on. It
would be too tedious to tell your ladythip the va-
gious drefids and turbants bv which their rank is

H 3 diftinguifhed 5
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diftinguifhed ; but they were all extremely rich
and gay, to the number of fome thoufands ; fo
that perhaps their cannot be feen a more beauti~
ful proceffion. The fultan appeared to us a hand-
fome man of about forty, with fomething, how-
ever, {evere in his countenance, and his eyes very
full and black. ITe happened to flop under the
window where we ftood, and (I fuppofe being told
who we were) looked upon us very attentively, fo
that we had full leifure to confider him. ‘The
French ambaffadrefs agreed with me as to his .
good mien: I fee that lady very often'; the is
young, and her converfation would be a great re-
lief to me, if I could perfuade her to live with-
out thofe forms and ceremonies that make life
formal and tirefome. But fhe is fo delighted with.
her guards, her four and twenty footmen, gentle~
men uthers, &%. that fhe would rather die than
make me a vifit without them 5 not to reckon a
coachful of attending damfels’ yclep'd maids of

honour.  'What vexes me is, thdt as long as flie
will vifit me with a troublefome epuipage, I am:
obliged to do the fame : however, our mutual in-.
tereft makes us much together. I went with her
the other dﬂK all round the town, in.an open gile

chariot,” with our joint train of attendants, pre
ceded by our guards, who might have fammoned
the people to fee what they had never feen, nor
ever perhaps would fee again, two young Chrie
#tian ambafladrefles at the {fame time.” Your lady-
thip may cafily imagine, we drew a vaft crowd of
fpectators, but aif filent as death. If any of them
had taken the liberties of our mobs upon any:
ftrange fight, our janizaries had made no feruple:
of falling on them with their {cimitars, without
danger for {o doing, being above law. - Thefe peo-.

- ple
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ple however (I mean the janizaries) have fome
good qualities 5 they are very zcalous and faith-
ful where they ferve, and look upon it as their
bufinefs to fight for you on all occafions. Of this
I had a very pleafant inftance in a village on this
fide Philippopolis, where we were met by our do-
meflick guards. I happened to befpeak pigeons
for fupper, upon which one of my janizaries went
immediately to the cadi (the chief civil officer of
the town) and ordered him tofend in fome dozens.
The pogr. man anfwered, that he had already fent
about, 'but could get none. My janizary, in the
height of his zeal for my fervice, immediately
locked him up prifoner in his room, telling him he
deferved death for his impudence, in offering to
excufe his not obeying my command ; but, out
of refpe@t to me, he would not punifh him but
by my order. Accordingly, he came very grave-
ly to me, to afk what fliould be done to him 5
adding, by way of compliment, that if I pleafed
he would’ bring me his head. ‘This may give
you fome idea of the unlimited power of thefe
fellows, who are all fworn brothers, and bound
to revenge the injuries done to one another, whe-
ther at Cairo, Aleppo, or any part of the world.
This inviolable Jeague makes them fo powerful,
that the greateft man at court never {peaks to
them but in a flattering tone ; and in Afia, any
man that is rich is forced to enrol himfelf a jani-
zary, te fecure his eftate. But 1 bave already
faid enough ; and I dare fiwear, dear madam, that
by this time, ’tis a very comfortable refiection to
you, that there is no poffibitity of your receiving
fuch a tedious letter but once in fix months ; ’tis
that confideration has given me the affurance of
entertaining you fo long, and will, I hope, plead
the excufe of, dear madam, ours, &'
LET-
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LETMTER XXX .

5

To the Countefs of
Adriar;pple, April 1.-0. 8, 1717.

WISH to God, dear fifter, that you were
as regular in letting me know what paffes on
your fide of the globe, as T am care; i en-
deavouring to amnfe you by the accountof all I
fee here, that 1 think worth your notice. You
content yourfelf with telling me over and over,
that the town is very dull : it may, poflibly, be dull
to you, when cver%; day does not prefent you with
fomething ‘new ; but for me that am in'arrears,
at leaft two months news, all that feems very ftale
with you, would be very frefh and {weet here.
Pray let me into more particulars, and I will try
to awaken your gratitude, by giving you a full
and true relation of the movelties of this place,
none of which would furprife you more than a
fight of my perfon, asam now in my ‘Purkifh
habit, though-I believe you would be of my opi-
nion, that ’tis admirably becoming. 1 intend
to fend you mz picture ; in the mean time accept
of it here, &

Tue firft part of my drefs is a pair of drawers,
very full, that reach to my fhoes, and conceal the
legs more modeftly than your petticoats. They
are of a thin rofe-coloured damafk, brocaded wit
filver flowers. My fhoes are of white kid leather,
embroidered with gold. Over this hangs my fmock,
of a fine white filk gauze, edged with embroide-

Y-
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ry. This fmock has wide fleeves, hanging half
way down the arm, and is clofed at the neck with
a ‘diamond " button ; but the fhape and colour of
the bofom is very well to be diftinguifhed through
it. The antéry is a waiftcoat, made clofe to
the fhape, of white and gold damafk, with very
long flecves falling back, -and fringed with deep
gold fringe, and fhould have diamond or pearl
buttons. My caftan, of the fame ftuff with my
drawers, is a robe exactly fitted to my fhape, and
reaching to my feet, with very long ftrait falling
{leeves.  Over this is my girdle, of about four
fingers broad, which, all “that can afford it, have
entirely of diamonds or other precious ftones s
thofe who will not bé at that expence, have it of
cxquifite embroidery on fatin but it' muft be
faftened before with a clafp of diamonds.: ‘The
eurdee is a loofe robe they throw off, or put on,
according. to the weather, being of a rich bro-
crade (mml, green and gold) either lined, with
ermine or fables ; the fleeves reach very little be-
low the fhoulders. The head drefs is compofed
of a cap, called zalpock, which is, in winter, of
fine velvet embroidered with pearls or diamonds,
and in fummer, of a light fhining filver ftuff.
This is fixed.on one fide of the head, hanging a
little way down with a gold taffel, and bound on,
either with a circle of diamonds (as I have feen
feveral) or a rich embroidered handkérchief. On
the other fide of the head, the hair is laid flat;
and here the ladies are at liberty to fhew their
fancies ; fome putting flowers, others a plume of
heron’s feathers, and, in fhort, what they pleafe 5
but the moft geneml fathion is a large bouguet of
jewels, made like natural flowers; thatis, t the buds,
of pearl ; the rofes, of different coloured rubies ;
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the jeflamines, of diamonds ; the jonquils, of to-
pazes, &', fo well fet and enamelled, ’tis hard
to imagine any thing of that kind fo beautiful.
The hair hangs at its full length behind, divided
into trefles braided with pearl or ribbon, which is
always in great quantity. I never faw in my life,
fo many fine heads of hair.  Tn one lady’s, 1 have
counted a hundred and ten of the trefles, all na-
tural ; but it muft be owned; that every kind of
beauty is more common here than with us. Tis
furprifing to. fee a oung woman that is not very
handfome.  They have naturally the moft beau-
tiful complexions in the world, and gencrallglarge
black eyes. I can affure you with great truth, that
the court of Ingland (though T believe it the fair-
eft in Chriftendom) does not contain fo many
beauties as are under our protetion here. The

generally fhape their eye-brows, and both Greeks
and Turks have the cuftom of putting round their

eyes a black tinGure, that, ata diftance, or by
candle-light, adds very much to the blacknefs of
them. I fancy many of our ladies would be o~
verjoyed .to know this fecret ; but *tis too vifible
by day.  They dye their nails a rofe colour but,

“Town, I cannot enough accuftom myfelf to this:
fathion, to find any beauty in it._

As to their morality or good condud, I can
fay, like Harlequin, that ’tis Juft as ’tis with you ;
and the Turkifh ladies don’t commit one fin the
lefs for not being Chriftians. Now that I am .a
little acquainted with their ways, I cannot forbear
admiring, either the exemplary diferetion, or ex-
treme {tupidity of all the writers that have given
accounts of them. ’Tis very cafy to fee, they
have in reality more liberty than ‘we have. No

woman,
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womatt, of what rank foever, is permitted to go
into the fireets without  two mirlins, one that co-
vers her face all but her ejes 3 and another, that
hides the whole drefs of her head, and hangs half
way down her back. Their fhapes are alfo whol-
1y concealed, by a thing they call a ferigee, which
no woman of any fort appears without ; this has
frait fleeves, that reach to their fingers-ends, and
it laps all round them, not unlike 2 riding-hood.
In winter, *tis of cloth ; and in fummer, of plain
ftuff or filk. You may guefs then, how effetu-
ally this difguifes them, fo that there-is no diftin-
guifhing the great lady from her flave.  *Tis im-
poflible for the moft jealous huthand to know his
wife, when he meets her ; and no man dare touch
or follow a woman in the ftreet.

Turs perpetual mafquerade gives them entire
liberty of following their inclinations, ' without
danger of difcovery. The moft ufual method of
intrigue, is, to fend an appointment to the lover to
meet the lady at a Jew’s thop, -which are as no-
torioufly convenient as our Indian-houfes ; and
yet, even thofe who don’t make ufe of them, do
not feruple to go to buy pennyworths, and tumble
over rich goods, which are chiefly to be found a-
mongft that fort of people. The great ladies fel-
dom let their gallarits know who they are ; and
’tis fo difficult to find it out, that they can very
feldom guefs -at her name, whom they have cor-
refponded with for above half a year together.
You may eafily imagine the number of faithful
wives very fmall in a country where they have no-

| thing to fear from a lover’s indifcretion, fince we

fee fo many have the courage to expofe themfelves
to that in this world, and all the threatened
punifhment
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punifhment of the next, which is never preached
to the Turkifh damfels. Neither have they much
to apprehend from the refentment of their huf=
bands ; thofe ladies that are rich, having all their
mcney. in their own, hands. Upon the whole, I
Jook. upon the Turkifh women, as the only free
people in the empire: the very divan pays refpect
to them ; and the grand fignior himfelf, when a
bafla is executed, never violates the privileges of
the haram, (or womens apartment) which re-
mains unfearched and entire to the widow. They
are queens of their flaves, whom the huifband has
no permiffion fo much as to ook upon, except it
be an old wonian or two that his lady chufes.
*Tis true, their law permits them four wives ; but
there is no inftance of aman of quality that makes
ufe of this liberty, or of a woman of rank that
would fuffer it. “When a hufband happens to be
inconftant, (as thofe things will happen) he keeps
his miftrefs in a houfe apart, and vifits her as
privately as he can, juft as it is with you. A
mongft all the great men here, I only know the
tefterdary (i. e treafurer) that keeps a number of
fhie-flaves, for his own ufe, (that is, on’his own
fide of the houfe; for a flave once given to ferve
a lady, is entircly at her difpofal) and he is fpoke
of as a libertine, or what we fhould call a rake,
and his wife won’t fee him, though fhe continues
to live in his houfe. Thus you fee, dear fifter,
the manners of mankind do not differ fo. widely,
as our voyage-writers would make us beliéve,
Perhaps, it would be more entertaining to add 2
few furprifing cuftoms of my own invention ; but
nothing feems to me fo agreeable as truth, and I

believe nothing fo acceptable to you. I conclude - =

therefore with repeating thegreat truth of my being,
Dear fifter, &
s T

\
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To Mr. Pope:

Adriangple, April 1. O. 8.
I DARE fay you expedt, atleaft, fomething very

new in this letter, after I have gone a jour=
ney, not undertaken by any Chriftian, for fome
hundred ‘years.” The moft’ remarkable accident
that happened to me, was my being very near
overturned into the Hebrus ; and, if I had much
regard for the glories that one’s name enjoys after
death, T fhould certainly be forry for having mit-
fed the romantic conclufion of fwimming down
the fame river in which the mufical head of Or-
pheus repeated verles {o many ages fince:

: ¢ Caput a cervice revulfiom,

Gurgite cum medio, portans Ocagrius Hebrus

¥ Volveret, Burydicen wox ipfa, ef frigida lingua,
Ab! miferam Burydicen! anima fugiente vocabar,
Lurydicen toto veferebant flumine ripe.”

Who knows but fome of your bright wits mi
have found it a fubje&t affording many poetical
turns, and have told the world, in an heroic clegy,
that,

ht

As equal were our fouls, Jo equal wvere our fates ?

I defpair of ever hearing fo many fine things faid
of me, as fo extraordinary a death would have
given occafion for. 5

Vou. II. I I sm
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1 am at this prefent moment writing in a houfe
fituated on the banks of the Hebrus, which runs
under my chamber window. . My garden is full
of tall cyprefs trees, upom the branches of which
feveral cquple of true turtles are faying foft things
to one ancther from morning till night. How
naturally do boughs and vows come into my mind,
at this minute? and muft not you confefs, to my
praife, that ’tis more than an ordinary . difcreti-
on, that.can refift the wicked ftggeftions of poetry,
in a plage where truth, for once, furnithes all the
ideas of paftoral.  The fummer is already far ad-
vanced, in this part of the world; and, for fome
miles round Adrianople, the whole ground is laid
out in gardens, and the banks of the rivers are
{et with rows of fruit-trees, under which all the
moft confiderable Turks divert themfelves every.
evening, not with walking, that is not ong of their
pleafures; but a fer party of them chufe out a
green fpot, where the fhade is very thick, and
there thiey cad a carpet, on which they Gt drink-
ing their coifce, and are generally attendedby fome
{lave with a fine/voice, or that plays on fome in-
ftrument.,; Every twenty paces. you.unay fce.ane
of thefe little companics liftening to the dathing
of the river 5 and this_ tafte is fo univerfal, that
the very gardeners are not without it 1 have of«
ten feen them and their children fitting on the
banks of the river, and playing on a rural inftrg-
ment, perfeétly anfivering the defcription of: the
ancient fiflulay being.compoled of unsqual reeds,
with a fimple, but agreeable foftnefs in the found.

Mg, Appison might here make the experiment

he fpeaks of in his travels; there not being ene
infirument of mufick among the Greek or Roman @
fatuesy ~
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flatues, that is not to be found in the hands of

the people of this country. The )m ing lads g
nerally divert th Ives with making garland
for their favourite lambs, which I have often feen
painted and adorned with flowers, 1y€‘ g at their
feet, while they fung or play It is not that
t'l& an-
em 4

are

ivd of among 1 them, and naturally infpir
lazinefs and averfion to labour, which the
plenty indulg: Thefe gm{el
happy race of countr people in I\.xm
furnifh all the city with fruits and her bs, and feem
tolive very eafily. Theyare moft of them Greeks,
and have little houfes in the midft of their gar-
dens, where their wives and daughters take a
berty, not permitted in the town, I mun, to' go
unveiled. . Thefe wenche very neat and hand-
fome, and pafs their time at their looms, under
the fhade of the trees,

X

1 wo longer look upon Theocritus as a roman-
tic writer;, hé has onty given a plain image of the
way of llﬂ. among(t the peafants of his cou*my 3
whoj bdmuovpxd!:ou had reduced them to waat,
were, I fuppof em'\]oycu as the better fort of
them are now: I dor’t doubt, had he been born
a Briton, but his ldylliums had um filled \nm
defcriptions of thr«.(hmw and ck 5 be
are unknown: here, the corn being all trode out
by oxeny and butter (I fpeak it with forrow) un-
heard of. i

ia Iroan
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I READ over your Homer here, with an infinite
pleafure, and find feveral little paffages explained,
that T did not before entirely comprehend the
beauty of ; many of the cuftoms, and much of the
drefs then in fathion, being yet retained. - I don’t
wonder to find mere remains here, of an age fo
diftant, than is to be found in any other country,
the Turks not taking that pains to introduce their
own manners, as has been generally pradtifed by
other nations, that imagine themfelves more po-
lite. Tt would be too tedious to you, to point out
all the paflages that relate to prefent cuftoms.
But, I can affure you, that the princefles and great
ladies pafs their time at their looms, embroidering
veils and robes, furrounded by their maids, which
are always very numerous, in the fame manner as
we find Andromache and Helen defcribed. The
defeription of the belt of Meneélaus, exactly re-
fembles thofe that are now worn by the great men,
faftened before with bréad golden clafps, and em-
broidered round with rich work. The fnowy veil
that Helen throws over her face, is ftill fafhion-
able; and 1 never fee half a dozen of old bathaws
(as I do very often) with their reverend “beards,
fitting batking in the fun, but I recolle&t good king
Priam and his counfellors. Their manner of dan-
cing is certainly the fame that Diana is fung to
have danced on the banks of Eurotas. The great
lady ftill leads the dance, and is followed by a
troop of young girls, who imitate her fteps, and,
if fhe fings, make up the chorus. 'The tunes are
extremely gay and lively, yet with fomething in
them wonderfully foft. The fteps are varied ac-
cording to the pleafure of her that leads the dance,
but always in exact time, and infinitely more a-
greeable than any of our dances, at leaft in my

opinion,
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opinion. I fometimes make one in the train, but
am not fkilful enough to lead : thefe are the Gre-
cian danees, the Turkifh being very different.

I smourp have told you, in the firft place,
that the Faftern manners give a great light into
many feripture-paflages, that appear odd to us,
their phrafes being commonly what we fhould call
{cripture language. The vulgar Turk is very dif-
ferent from what is fpoke at court, or amongft the
people of figure; who always mix fo much Ara-
bic and Perfian in their difcourfe, that it may very
well be called another language.  And ’tis as ri-
diculous to make ufe of the expreflions common-
1y ufed, in fpeaking to a great man or lady, as it
would be to fpeak broad Yorkfhire, or Some
fetthire, in the drawing rcom. Befides this di-
flin&ion, they have what they call the /fublime,
that is, a ftyle proper for poctry, and which is the
exact feripture ftyle. I believe you will be pleaf-
ed to fee a genvine example of this; and % am
very glad I have it in my power to fatisfy your
curiofity, by fending you a faithful copy of the
verfes that Ibrahim Baffa, the reigning favourite,
has made for the young princefs, his contratted
wife, whom he'is not yet permitted to vifit with-
out witnefles, though fhe is gone home to his
houfe. ' He is a man of wit and lcarning ; and
whether or no he is capable of writing good verfe,
you may be fure, that, on fuch an occafion, he
would not want the afliftance of the beft poets in
the empire. Thus the verfes may be looked upon
as a fample of their fineft poetry ; and I don’t
“doubt you’ll be of my mind, that itis moft won-
derfully refembling The fong of Solomion, which
was alfo addrefled to a royal bride.

iz TurKisH
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Turxisu Verses addrefled to the. Sultara, el-
deft daughter of SurTan AcamerT HL

ST ANZ AL

V'tl i3

TH E mgbtmga/a s vines ;
Her paffion is to feek rofes.

2. L went dowwn to admire the beauty of the vines;
The fuweetnefs of your charms has ravifbed rhy foul,

3. Your eyes are black nnn’ law[
But wild and difdainful as t}wﬁ of a flag.

STANZ A IL
« The wifhed poffeffion is delayed from day to day;
T})e eruel Sultan AcuMET avill not permit me

To fu’ thofe cheeksy more vermilion than rofes.

g1 dart not natch one of your kiffes ;
T'he faveetnefs of your charms has ravi) /7) dmy /b:d

- Your eyes are black and lovely,

% But abild and difdainfid as thofe of a ﬂag.
STANZA HIL AR

+ The awretched InR axx M/'gb: in thefe verfes ;
One dart from sour eyes has g piercd thrd my beart

2e. Ab ! awhen awill the hour of poffeffion arvive?
Myt I yet wait a long time
The  fveetng's of your r/ arns bas ravifbed my fad.

3.4bi
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B Ab! SULTANA Y flag-eydd—an angel amongfé
angels !

1 defire;—and; my defire remains un

Can you take delight to prey upon my hear

STANZA IV.
1. My cries pierce the hedvens !
My eyes are without fleep !
Turn to me, SULTANA—Iet me gaze on thy
beauty. :

2. Adiew 1 go dowon to the grave.
IF you call me——TI returs,
My heart is—hat as fulplur s——fighy and it will

= flame.

3. Crown of my life! fuir light of my eyes!
My SurTaNAY my privicels !
1 rub my face againft the earth ;—I am drown'd
i fealding tears—I rave !
Have you o conipafion 2. Will'yii ot turn 1o losk
upon me ¢

1 have taken abundance of pains to get thefe ver-
fes in a literal tranflation; and if you were
acquainted with my interpreters, I might fparc
myfelf the trouble of affuring you, that they have
received no poetical touches from their hands.
In my opinion (aliowing for the inevitable faults
of a profe tranflation into a language fo very
different) there is'a good deal of beauty in then.
"The epithet of flag-eye’d (though the found isnot
very agreeable in Englifh) pl me extremely ;
and I think it 2 very live re of the fire and
indifference in his mift eyes——Nbnficur
Boileau has very juftly obferved, that we are re-

ver
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ver to judge of the elevation of an expreffion in |
an ancient author, by the found it carries with us ;
fince it may be extremely fine with them, when,
at the fame time, it appears low or uncouth to us.
You are {o well acquainted with Homer, you can-
not but have obferyed the fame thing, and you
muft have the fame indulgence for all Oriental
“poetry.  The repetitions at the end of the two
firft flanzas are meant’ for a fort of chorus, and
are agreeable to the ancient manner of writing.
‘The mufic of the verfes apparently changes in the
third ftanza, where the burden is altered ; and I

. think he very artfully feems more paflionate at the
conclufion, as ’tis natural for people to warm
themfelves by their own difcourfe, efpecially on a
fubject in which oneis deeply concerned ;’tis cer-
tainly far more touching, than our modern cu=
ffom of concluding a fong of paflion with a turn
which is inconfiftent with it. The firft verfe isa
defeription of the feafon of the year; all the
country now being full of nightingales, whofe
amours with rofes, is an Arabian fable, as well
known here, as any part of Ovid amongft us, and
is much the fame asif an Englith poem fhould be-
gin, by faying,: << Now Philomela fingi” Or .
what if I turned the whole into the fyle of Englifh
poetry, to fee how it would look ?

SEANZA L iR

NOW Philomel renews her tender ﬂrain,:i
Indulging all the night her pleafling pain’;

I fought the groves to hear the wanton fing,
4 There faw a face more beauteous than the fpring.

“ Your




Your large flags-eyes, where thoufand glories
As bright, as lively, butas wild asthey. ~ [play,

STANZA 1L
In vain Pm promis’d fuch a heav’nly prize,
Ah! cruel SurTax | who delay’ft my joys!
‘While picrcing charms transfixmy am’rous heart,
1 dare not fnatch one kifs to eafe the fmart.

Thofe eyes ! like, e

STANZA 1L

Your wretched lover in thefe lines complains ;
¢ From thofe dear beauties rife his killing pains.

When will the hour of wifh’d-for blifs arrive?
Muft T wait longer ?—Can I wait and live ?

Ah! bright Sultana | maid divinely fair !
Can you, unpitying, fee the pains I bear ?

STANZA 1IV.
¢ 'The heavens relenting, hear my piercing cries,
¢ I Joathe the light, and fleep forfakes my eyes;
% Turn thee, Sultana, ere thy lover dies :

¢ Sinking to earth, I figh the laft adieu,
§ Call me, my goddefs, andmy life renew.

% My queen! my angel ! my fond heart’s defire !
¢ T rave—my bofom burns with heav’nly fire!
¢ Pity that paffion, which thy charms infpire.

I have

g
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1 have taken the liberty, in the fecond verfe, of
following what I fuppofe the true fenie of the
author, though not licerally exprefled. By his
faying, He went down to- adpiive: the beauty of the
vines, and ber charms ravifbed his Joul, T under-
ftand a poetical fiction, of having firft feen her
in a garden, where he was admiring the beanty
of the fpring. But T could not forbear retaining
the comparifon of her ceyes with thofe.of a flag,
though perhaps the novelty of itmay give it a
burlefque found in our langaage, * T canndt de-
“ termine, upon the whole, how welI have fuceeed-
ed in the tranflation, neither do I’ think our
Englith proper to exprefs fuch violence of paflion,
which is very feldom felt amongft us. « We want
alfo thofe compound words which are very fre-
quent and ftrong in the Turkith language.

You fee Iam pretty far gone in Oriental learn-
ing ; and, to fay truth, I ftudy very hard. ¥ wiflt
my ftudies may give me an oceafion of entertaining
your curiofity, which will be the utmoft advane
tage hoped for from them, by,

Yours, &%
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To Mrs. 8, C.

Advianaple, April 1. O. 8.

IN my opinion, dear S. Lo

with you, for not ring P')' I\‘ meguen
letter of 1'\\14“41(, nlx December, than to excufe
my not writing again till pow. I
is on my fide a very good ‘excufe for filence, ha-
ving gone fuch tirefome Jand ~journics, -though I
don’t find the conclufion "f them fo bad as you
lem to ‘mm I am ver y here, and not in
the folitude you fancy me. 1e great number of
Greeks, Irench, Englifli, and Italians, 'that are

under our Bia ¢ eir court'to me from
morn Al‘rY".A nig

ure you, are, many
of hen, \uv f

r there is no poffibi-
lity for & Chriftian to li

toquarrel

,[;

y under this govern-
ment, but by the 1uu;<huu of an, am

and the yicher they are, the greater is
danger. ¢

their

Trose dreadful flor
plagieshave ver yli
have much ado to recon
a word, which |
ideas 5 \’um
in J[ than in
tell you that we

ave heard of the
ationin truth, Iown, I
nyfelf o the found of
{uch terrible
is little more
As a proof of this, lct me
two or three towns
moit violently i > very next houfe
where we lay, (in one of thofe places) two perfons
died of it. J_u( was fo well deceived,

s that

a fever.
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that I knew nothing of the matter; and I was
made believe, that our fecond cook . had only &
great cold. However, we left our doctor to take
care of him, and yefterday they both arrived here
in good health ; and I am now let into the fecret,
that he has had the plagne. There are many that
efcape it, neither is the air ever infected. "Tam
perfuaded, that it would be as eafy a matter to root
it out here, as out of Italy and France ; but it does
fo little mifchief, they are not very folicitous a-
bout it, and are content to {uffer this diftemper,
inftead of our variety, which they are utterly unac-
quainted with.

A propos of diftempers, 1 am going to tell you

2 thing that will make you with yourfelf here.
_The fmall-pox, fo fatal, and fo general amonglt
us, is here entirely nlefs, by the invention of
ingrafting, Wwhich is the term they give it. There
is a fet of old women, who make it their bufinefs
to perform the operation, every autumn, in the
month_of September, when the great heat is a-
bated. People fend to one another to know if
any of their family has a_mind to have the fmall-
box : they make parties for this purpofe, and when
they are met (commonly fiftcen or fixteen to-
gether) the old. woman comes ,with a nut-fhell
full of the matter of the beft fort of fmall-pox,
and afks what veins. you pleafe to have opened.
She immediately rips open that you offer to her,
with a large needle (which gives you no more
pain than a common feratch) and-: puts into the
vein, as much matter as can ly upon the
head of her ncedle, and  after ~that, binds
up the little wound with a hollow bit of
fhell 5 and in this manner opens four or five
veins.
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veins: The Grecians have commonly the fuperfti-
tion of opening one in the middle of the forchead,
one in each arm, nd one on the breaft, to mark
the fign of the crofs ; but this has a very ill effect,
all thefe wounds leaving little fcars, and is not
done by thofe that are not fuperftitious, who chufe
to have them in the legs, or that part of the arm
that is concealed. The children or young patients
play together all the reft of the day, and are in
perfect bealth to the eighth. Then the fever be-
gins to feize them, and they keep their beds two
days, very feldom three.  They have very ra ely
above twenty or thirty in their faces, which never
mark, and in eight days time they zre as well as
before their illnefs, Where, they are wounded,
there remain running fores during the diftemper,
which I don’t doubt is a great relief to it.  Ey ery
year thoufands undergo this operation ; and the
Erench ambaflador fays pleafantly, that th
the fmall-pox here by way of diverfion, as they
take the waters in other countries. There is no
example of any one that hes died in it; and you
may believe Tam wel Tatisfied of the fafetyof this
experiment, fince I intend to try it on my dear
lieele fon. T am patriot éndugh to fake pains to
bring this ufeful invention into fathion in England,
and I fhould not fail to write fo fome of our doc-
tors very particularly about it, if I knew any onc
of them that I thought had vistue enongh to de-
ftroy fuch a confiderable branch of their revenue,
for the good of mankind. But that diftemper is
too beneficial to them, not to expofe to all their

[refentment, the hardy wight that fhould under-

take to put an end to'it. Perhaps, if I live to re-
turn, 1 may, however, have courage to war with
Voro 1L - K them.
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them. . Upon'this oceafion, admire the heroifin
in the heart of

S
Your friend, &' &

LETTER, XXXIIL
To Mrs, T—.

Adrianople, April 1. O. S. 1718.

C AN now tell dear Mrs. T—-—, that I am
fafely arrived at the end of my very long jour-
ney. I'will not tire you with the account of the
many fatigues I hayve fuffered. You would rather
be informed of the firange things that are to be
feen here ; and a letter out of Turkey, that has
nothing extraordinary in it, would be as great a
difappointment, as my vifitors will receive at Lon=
don, if I return thither without any ratities to
_ thew them. -What fhall I tell you of > -You
never faw camels in your life; and perhaps the de-
{cription of them will appear new to you 3 I can
aflure you, the firflt fight of them wasfo to me;
and though Ihave feen hundreds of pi€tures of
thofe animals, I never faw any that was refembling
enough, to give a true idea of them. Iam going
to make a bold obferyation, and poflibly a falfc one,
becaufe nobody has ever made it before me ; but
I do take them to be of the ftag kind ; their legs,
bodies, and necks, are exally fhaped like them,
and their colour very near the fame. ’Tis true,
they
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they are much larger, being a great deal higher
than a horfe, and fo {wift, that, after the defeat of
Peterwaradin, they far outran the fwifteft horfes,
and brought the firft news of the lofs of the battle
to Belgrade. They are néver thoroughly tamed 5

the drivers take care to tie them one to Anm’wr,
with ftrong ropes, fifty in a ftring, led by an afs
on which the ¢ rrides. I havefeen ﬂuc bun-
dred in one carava ‘They carry the third part
more than any horfe 5 but ’tis a patticular x'[ to
load th:‘\n, becaufe of the bunch on their
"T'hey feem to me very ugly creatures, their h
being ill-formed and difproportioned to their bo-
dies. "They carry all the lnmhm ; ‘and the beafls
deftined to the plough, are buffaloes, an animal
you are alfo unacquainted with. -~ They are
and more clumfy than an 63 x; they have fhort thic

black horns clofe to their heads; wh grow turn-
ing backwards.’ They fay r‘n's horn' Tool
beautiful when ’tis well polithed. The
black, with very fhort hair on their hi
have c\nunely little w l\lt(, eyes, that ma

of ornament. Hortfes
rious work, nor are they at
ate beautiful and full of fpirit, bu y
and not ftrong, as-the breed of colder count
very gentle, | however, with all their vi v
alfo fwift and fure-foo
favourite, that I would nm part
he prances under 1 hfo
think that .
mount him 3 yer' Il affi
fo much-at my cor
dle is the firft that

: you,
mand in my

) inthis part of th
K2 \x(uu(,
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world, and is gazed at with as' much wonder,
as the fhip of Columbus'in the firft difcovery of
America. Here are fome little birds, held in 2
fort of religious reverénce, and, for that reafon,
multiply prodigioufly : turtles, on ‘the account of
their innocence ; and {torks, becaufe they are fiip-
pofed to ‘make cvery winter the pilgrimage to
Mecca.  To fay truth, they are the happicft fub-
jecs under the Turkith government,and are {ofen-
fible of their privileges, that they walk the fireets
without fear, and generally build in the low parts
of houfes. Tappy are thofe whofe houfes are fo
diftingtifhed, as the valgar Turks are perfeétly
perfuaded, that they will not be, that year, at-
tacked either by fire or peftilence. I have the
happine(s of oue of their facred nefts under my
chamber-window. i

Now I am talking of m}: chambér, I remems--
e:

ber thedeferiptionof the houfes here will be as new
to you, as any of the birds or beafts, I fuppofe
tou have read, in moft of our accounts of Turkey,
heir houfes are the moft miferable picces of
building in the world. T can fpeak very léarnedly
on that fitbject, having been in fo many of them;
and, I affure you, ’tis no fuch thing. We are
now lodged in a palace belonging to the grand figa
nior. I really think the manner of building here
very agreeable, and proper for the country. ” *Tis
trug, they are not at all folicitous to beautify the
outfides of their houfts, and they are generally
built of wood 3 which, I own, is the caufe of many
inconveniencies; but this is not tobe charged o the
ill tafte of the people, buton the opprefiion of the

government.” ' Every houfe, at the death of its ©
mafter, is' at the grand fignior’s difpofal ; and
therefore,
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therefore, no man cares to make a great expence,
which he is not fure his family will be the better
for. All their defign is to build a houfe commo-
dious, and. that will laft their lives; and they are
very indifferent if it falls down the year after.
Lyery houfe, great and {mall, is divided into two
diftin€ parts, which only join together by a nar-
row paffage. The firlt houfe has a large court
before it, and open galleries all round it, which
is to me a thing very agreeable. "This gallery
Jeads to all the chamlers, which are_commonly
large, and with two rows of windows, the firft be-
ing of painted glafs ; they feldom build above two
ftories, each of which has galleries.  “The ftairs
are broad, and not often above thirty fteps. = This
is the houfe belonging to the lord, and the ad-
joining one is called the haram, thatis, the Jadies
apartment, (for the name of feraglio is peculiar to
the grand fignior ;) it bas alio a gallery running
round it towards the garden, to which all the win-
dows are turned, and the fame number of cham-
bers as the other, but more gay and fplendid, both
in painting and furniture,  The fecond row of
windows 1s very low, with grates like thofe of
convents ; the rooms are all {pread with Perfian
carpets, and raifed at one end of them (my cham-
bers are raifed at both ¢nds) about two feet.
This is the {ofa, which is laid with a richer fort
of carpet, and all round it a fort of couch, raifed
half a foot, covered with rich filk, according to
the fancy or magnificence of the owner. Mine is
of fcarlet cloth, with a gold fringe ; round about
this are placed, flanding againft the wall, two
fows of cufhions, the firft very large, and the
next, little ones ; and here the Turks difplay their
greateft magnificence. They are generally. bro-

K3 cade,

&
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cade, or embroidery of gold wire upon white fi-
tin——Nothing can look more gay and {plen-
did.——Thefe feats are alfo fo convenient and
eafy, that I believe I thall never endure chairs as
long as I live, The rooms are low, which I
think no fault, and. the ceiling is always of wood,
generally inlaid, or painted with flowers, They
open in many places, with folding doors, and
ferve for cabinets, I think, more conveniently than
ours.  Between the windows are little arches to
fet pots of perfume, or bafkets of flowers. But
what ‘pleafes me beft, is the fathion of having
marble.fountains in the lower part of the room,
which throw up feveral fpouts of water, giving,
at the fame"time, an agreeable coolnefs, and ‘2
pleafant dafhing found, falling from one bafin to
another, Some’ of thefe are very magnificent.
Each houfe has a bagnio, which confifts generally
in two or three little rooms, leaded on the topy
paved with marble, with bafins, cocks of water,
and all conveniencies for either hot or cold baths.

You will perhaps be furprifed at an account
{o different from what you have been entertained
with by ‘the common’ voyage-writers, who are
very fond of fpeaking of what they don’t know.
It muft be under a very particular charaéter; or
on fome extraordinary occafion, that a Chriftian
is admitted into the houfe of a man of quality 5
and their Aarams are always forbidden ground.
Thus they can-only fpeak of the outfide, which
makes no great appearance ; and the womens
apartments are always built' backward, removed
from fight, and have no other profpect than
the. gardens, which are inclofed with very high
walls..  There are none of our parterres in.

them 3
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them ; but they ‘are planted with high trees,
which give an‘agreeable fhade, and, to my fancy,
a pleafing view. In the midft of the garden is
the chigft, that is, a large room, commonly beau-
tified with afine fountain in the midft of ir. It
is raifed nine or ten fteps, and inclofed with gild-
ed lattices, round which, vines, jeflamines, and
honey-fuckles, make a fort of green wall. Large
trees are planted round this place, which is the
fcene of their greateft pleafures, and where the
ladies fpend moft of their hours, employed by
their mufick or embroidery In the publick
gardens, there are publick cbigfks, where people
£0, ‘'that are not fo well accommodated at home,
and drink their coffee, fherbet, —Neither
are- they ignorant of a more durable manner of
building : their mofques are all of free-flone, and
the publick Aanns, or inns, extremely magnificent,
many of them taking up a large fquare, buile
zound with fhops under ftone arches, where poor
artificers arc lodged gratis, 'They bhave alw
molque joining to them, and the body of the fann
is @ moft noble hall, capable of holding " three
or four hundred perfons, the court extremely {pa~
cious, and cloifters- round it, that give it the
of our. colleges. I own, I think it a more r
fonable piece of charity than the foun of con-
vents. 1 think I have now told you a grea
deal for once. If you dow’t like my choice of
fubjes, tell 'me what you would have me write
upon ; there is no body more defirous to enter-
tain you, than, dear Mrs. T y

G

ys a

Yours, &% o,
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LETTER < XXXAL

To the Countefs of ——

Adrianople, April 18. O. S.

I WROTE to you, dear fifter, and to all my

. other Englifh correfpondents, by the laft fhip,
and only heaven can tell, when I fhall have an-
other -opportunity of fending to you ; but I can-
not forbear to write again, though perhaps my
letter may ly upon my hands this two months.
To confels the truth, my head is fo full of my
entertainment yefterday, that ’tis abfolutely ne-
ceflary, for my own repofe, to give it fome vent.
“Without - farther  preface, I will then begin my
ftory.

1 was invited to dine with the grand vizier’s
lady, and it was with a great deal of pleafure I
prepared myfelf for an entertainment, which was
never before given to any Chriftian. I thought I
fhould very little fatisfy. her curiofity, (which I,
did not doubt was a confiderable motiye to the -
invitation) by going inadrefs fhe was ufed to fee,
and therefore drefled myfelf in the court habit of.
Vienna, which is much more magnificent than
ours. However, 1 chofe to go incogmito, to avoid
any difputes about ceremony, and went in a Turs

‘ kith coach, only attended by my woman, that
held up my train, and the Greek, lady, who,
was my interpretrefs. I was met at the court door
by her black eunuch, who helped me out of th]e v

b coach
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coach with great refpedt, and condufted me
through feveral rooms, where her the-flaves, finely
drefled, were ranged on each fide.  In the inner-
moft, I found the lady fitting on her fofa, in a

| fable veft. She advanced to mect me, and pre-

y
|
¢

fented me half a dozen of her friends, with great
civility. She feemed a very good woman, near
fifty years old. T was furprifed to obferve fo little
magnificence in her houfe, the. furniture being
all very moderate ; and, except the habits and
number of her flaves, nothing about' her appear-
ed’ expenfive.  She guefled at my thoughts, and
told me fhe was no longer of an age to fpend ei-
ther her time or money in fuperfluities; that her
whole expence was in charity, and her whole em-
ployment praying to God. ' There was no affec-
tation in this {peech ; both the and her hufband
are entirely given up to devotion. He never looks
upon any other woman ; and, what is much more
extraordinary, touches no bribes, notwithftand~
ing the example of all his predecefiors. He is fo
ferupulous on this point, he would not accept
Mr. W- ’s prefent, till he had been affured o-
ver and over, that it was a fettled perquifite of
his place, at the entrance of every ambaffador.
She entertained me with all kind of civility, till
dinner came in, which was ferved, ‘one difh at a
time, to a vaft number, all finely dreffed after
their manner, which I don’ think fo bad as ‘you
have perhaps heard it reprefented. I am a very
good judge of their eating, having lived three
weeks in the houfe of an effendi at Belgrade, who
gave us very magnificent dinners, dreffed by his
own cooks. - The firft week they pleafed me ex-
tremely ; but, I own, I then begun to grow weary
of their table, and defired our own cook might

7 add
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add a difh or two after our manner. But I ateri-
bute this to cuftom, and am very much inclined -
to believe, that an Indian, who had never tafted
of cither, would prefer “their cookery to ours.
Their fauces are very high, all the roaft very much
done. - They ufe a great deal of very rich fpice.
‘The foop is ferved for the laft difh ; and they have,
at leaft, as great a varicty of ragouts, as'we have.
I was very forry I could not eat of as many as
the good lady would have had me, who was very
carneft in ferving me of every thing. The treat

‘concluded with coffee and perfumes, which is'a
high mark of refpect ; two flaves kneeling cenfed -
my hair, clothes, and handKerchief. After this
ceremony, fhe commanded her flaves to play and
dance, which they did with their guitars in' their
hands, and fhe excufed to me their want of {kill,
faying fhe took no care to accomplifh them in that
art. :

“+ I reTurNED her thanks, and, foon after,
took my leave. Twas condued back in the fame
manner T entered, and would have gone ftraight
to my own houfe; but the Greek lady with me,
carneitly folicited me+o vifit the lwlv_ya’s‘lady, fay-.
ing, he'was the fecond officer in the empire, and
cught indeed to be looked upon as the firft, ‘the

“grand vizier having.only the name, while he exer- k
«cifed the authority. I'had found fo little diverfion
in the viziet’s Aaram, that Thad no mind to go 3§
into another. But her importunity prevailed with |
me, and 1 am extremely glad I was fo complai-
fant. Al here were with quite another &
air thamat ¢ nd vigier’s ; and the very houfe
confeffed the difference bgtween an old devotee,
and a young beauty. It was nicely cleaht and

magnificent. &
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magnificent. T was met at the door by two black
cunuchs, who led me through a long gallery, be-'
tween two. ranks of beautiful young girls, with
their hair fincly plaited, almoft hanging to their
I feet, all drefled in. fine light damalks, brocaded
with filver. I was forry that decency did not per-
mit me to ftop to confider them nearer. But that
thought was loft upon my entrance into a large
room, or rather pavilion, built round with gilded
fafhes, which were moft of them thrown up, and
the trees planted near them gave an agreeable fhadey
which hindered the fun from being troublefome.
The jeflamines and honey-fuckles that twifted
round their trunks, fhed a foft perfume, increa-
fed by a white marble fountain playing fweet
water in the lowsr part of the room, which fell
into three or four bafins, with a pleafing found.
The roof was painted with all fores of flower
falling out of gilded bafkets, that feemed tum-
bling down.. On a fofa, raifed three fteps, and
covered with fine Perfian carpets, fat the kabya’s
lady, leaning on cufhions of white fatin
broidered 3 and at her feet fat two young g
bout twelve years old, logely as angp
perfectly rich, and almoft covered v
But they were hardly feen near the fair Fatim
(for that is her name) fo much her beauty. effa-
ced every thing I have feen, nay, all that has
been called lovely either in England or Germany.
1 mult own, that I never faw any thing fo glori-
oufly beautiful, nor can 1 recolle@ a face that
would have been taken notice of near hers. Sk
ftood up to receive me, faluting me after their
falbion, putting her hand to her heart with a
fweetnefs full of majuity, that no court-breed

could ever give. = She ordered cuthions to be g
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+en me, and took care to place me'in the corner,
which is the place of honour. I confefs, though
the Greek:lady had before given me a great opi=
nion of her beauty, I was fo ftruck with admi-
ration; that I could not, for fome time, {peak
to her, being wholly taken up in gazing. That
furprifing harmony of features! that charming
refult of the whole! that exaét proportion of bo-
"dy! that lovely bloom of complexion unfullied
by art!' the unutterable enchantment of her
fmile ! But her eyes |—large and black, with
all the foft languithment of the blue ! every turn
of her face difcovering fome new grace.

ArTER my firft furprife was over, I endea-
voured, by nicely examining her facé, to find
out “fome imperfeQion, without any fruit of my

being clearly convinced of the er~

ar notion, that a face exallly pro-
portioned, and perfeétly beautiful, would not be
agreeable ; nature having done for her, with more
fuccefs, what Apellesis faid to have effayed, by a
colle&ion of the moft exaét features, to form a
perfeét face.  Add to all this, a behaviour fo full
of grace and fweetnefs, fuch eafy motions, with
an air fo majeftic, yet free from ftiffnefs or af-
fetation, that I am perfuaded, could fhe be fud-
denly tranfported upon the moft polite throne of
Europe, no body would think her other than born
and bred to be a queeny though educated in a
country we call barbarous. ' To fay all in a word,
our moft celebrated Englith beautics. would va-
nifth near her. ;

SuE wasdrefledin a caftamof geld brocade, flow-
ered with filver, very wellfitted to her thape, and

thewing

*
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fhewing to advantage the beauty of her bofom,
only fhaded by the thin gauze of her fhift. Her
| drawers were. pale pink, her waiftcoat green and
| filver, her {lippers white fatin finely embroidered ;
" her lovely arms adorned with bracelets of dia-
monds, and. her broad girdle fet round with dia-
monds ; upon her head a rich Turkifh handker-
chief of pink and filver, her own fine black hair
hanging a great length, in various treffes, and on
one fide of her head fome bodkins of jewels. I
am - afraid -you will accufe me of extravagance in
this defcription. I think I have read fomewhere,
that women always fpeak in rapture, when they
fpeak of beauty, and I cannot imagine why they
{hould not be allowed to do fo. I rather think it
a virtue to be able to admire without any mixture
of defire or envy. The graveft writers have fpo-
ken with great warmth, of fome celebrated pic-
tures and ftatues.  The workmanthip of Heaven,
certainly excels all our weak imitations, and, I
think, has a much better claim to our praife. For
my part, I am not athamed to own, I took more
pleafure in looking on the beauteous Fatima, than
the fineft piece of feulpture could have given me.
She told me, the two girls at her feet were her
daughters, though' fhe appeared too young to be
their mother. Her fair maids were ranged below
the fofa, to-the number of twenty, and put me
in mind of the pitures of the ancient nymphs,
I did not think all nature could have furnifhed
fuch a fcene of beauty. She made them a fign
to play and dance. Four of them immediately
begun to play fore foft airs on inftruments, be=
tween a luce and a guitar, which they accompa-
nied with their voices, while the others danced
by turns. This dance was very different from
what I had feen before. ' Nothing could be more
Vor. Li. L artful,
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artful, or more proper to raife certain ideas. "The
tunes fo foft I———the motions {o languifhing 1~
accompanied’ with paufes and dying eyes'! ‘half-
falling’ back, and' then recovering themfelves in
fo artful a manner, that I am very pofitive, the
coldeft and moft rigid prude upon earth; could not
have looked upon them without thinking of fome-
thing not 'to be [poke of: Tfuppofe you may have.
read that the Turks have no mufick, but whatis
fhocking to the ears; but this account is from
thofe who never heard any but what is played in
the ftreets, and is juft as reafonable, as if a fo-
reigner- fhould take his ideas of Englifh mufick,
from the bladder and fPring, or the marrow-bones
and cleavers. I-can aflure you that the mufick is
extremely pathetick ; ’tis true, T am inclined to
prefer the Italian, but perhaps Tam partial. I
am acquainted with-a Greek lady who fings bet-
ter than Mrs. Robinfon, and is very well fkilled
in both, who gives the preference to the Turkith.
*Tis certain they have very fine natural voices ;
‘thefe were very agreeable. - When the dance was
over, four fair flaves came into the room, with
filver ‘cenfers in their hands; and perfumed the
air with’ amber, ‘aloesswood; ‘and ‘other. fcents.
After this, they ferved me coffee-upon their knees,
in the fineft japan' china, with foucoups of filver,
gilt.  The lovely Fatima entertained me, all
this while, in‘the moft polite agréeable manner,
calling me ‘often ‘wzelle [ultanam, -or the beauti-
ful fultanas and defiring my friendfhip-with the
beft grace in the world, lamenting that fhe could
10t entertain me in my. own language.

Waex I took my leave, two maids brought
i a fine filver bafket .of embroidered handker~
chiefs 5
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chiefs; fhe begged I would wear the richeft for
her fake, and gave the othersto my woman and
interpretrefs. I retired through the fame cere-
monies as before, ‘and could not help thinking, 1

‘had been fome time in Mahomet’s paradife; fo

much was I charmed with what I had feen. 1
know not ‘how the relation of it appears to you.
1 wifh it may give you part of my pleafure ; for
1 would have my dear fifter thare in all the diver-
fions of

Yours, .

LETTER XXXIV.

To the Abbot

. Adrianople, May 17. O. 8.

I AM going to Jeave Adrianople, and I would
not do it without giving you fome account
of all that is curious in it, which I have taken a
great deal of pains tofee. 1 will not trouble yon
with wife differtations, whether or no this is the
fame city, that was anciently called Oreflefit or
Orefte, which you know better than Ido. It is
now called from the emperor Adrian, and was
the firft European feat of the Turkifh empire, and
has been the favourite refidence of many fultans.
Mahomet the fourth, and Muftapha, the brother
of the reigning emperor, were fo fond of-it, that
they wholly abandoned Conftantinople; which
humour fo far exafperated the janizaries, that it
93 A was
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was a confiderable ‘motive to the rebellions that
depofed them. Yet this man feems to love to
keep his court here. ' I can' give you no reafon for
this partiality. *Tis  true, the fituation is fine,
and the country all round very beautiful ; but the
air is extremely bad, and the feraglio itfelf,"is
not free from the ill effect of it. The town is
faid to be eight miles in compafs, T fuppofe they
reckon in the gardens. There are fome good hou-
fes in it, T mean large ones ; for the archite€ture
of their palaces neyer makes any great fhew. It
is now very full' of people; but they are moft of
them fuch as follow the court, or camp; and when
they are removed, I am told, *tis no populous city.
"The river Maritza (anciently the Hebrus) on which
it is fituated, is dried up every fummer, which
contributes very' much to make it unwholefome.
It is dow a very pleafunt fiream. There are two
noble bridges built over it. T had the curiofity to
go to fee the exchange in my Turkifh drefs, which
1s difguifé fufficient.  Yet Town, I was not very
eafy when I faw it crowded with Jjanizaries 5 but
they dare not be rude to a woman, and made way .
for me with as' much refpet, as if I had been in
my own figure. It is half a mile in length, the
roof arched, and kept extremely neat. It holds
three hundred and fixty-five fthops, furnithed with
all forts of rich goods, expofed to fale in the fame
manner as at the new exchange in London. But
the pavement is kept much neater ; and the thops
are all o clean, they feem juft new painted.——
Idle people of all forts walk here for their diver- b
fion, or amufe themfelves with drinking coffee,
or fherbet, which is cried about as oranges and
fweet-meats are in our play-houfes. 1 obferved
moftof the rich tradefmen were Jews. That peo-
ple




ple are in incredible power in this country. They
hhave many privileges above all the natural Turks
themfelves, and have formed a very confiderable
commonweaith: here, being judged by their own
Jaws. They have drawn the whole trade of the
empire into their hands, partly by the firm union
amongft themfelves, and partly by the idle tem-
per and want of induftry in the Turks. Ever
baffa has his Jew, who 1s his homme d’
he is let into all his fecrets, and does all
finefs. No bargain is made, no bribe received,
no . merchandife difpofed of, but what pafles
through their hands.- They are the phyficians,
the ftewards, and the interpreters of all the great
men.  You may judge how advantageous this is
to a people who never fail to make ufe of the
{malleft advantages. They have found the fecret
of making themfelves fo neceffary, that they are
«ertain of the protection of the court, whatever
miniftry is in power. Even the Englifh, French,
gnd Italian ‘merchants, who are fenfible of -their
artifices, are, however, forced to truft their af-
fair's to their negotiation, nothing of trade being
managed without them, #nd the meancit amongit
them being too important to be difobliged, fince
the whole body take care of his interefls, with as
much vigour as they would thofe of the moft con-
fiderable of their members. They -are many of
them vaftly rich, but they take care to make little
publick fhew of it though they live in the

{es in the utmoft luxury and magni

copious fubjeét has dirawn me from my deferip-
tion of the exchange, founded by Ali Bafla,
whofe name it bears. Near it is the /berfbis a
fireet of a mile in length, full of fhops of all
kind of fine merchandife, but excellive dear, no-

¢ L3 thing
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thing being made here. It is covered on the top
awith boards, to keep out the rain, that merchants
may meet conveniently in all weathers. The e~
Jfiten near it, is another exchange, built upon pil~
laws, where all forts of horfe-furniture is fold :
. glittering every where with gold, rich embroi~
dery, and jewels, it makes a very agreeable fhew.
' From this place T went, in my Turkifh coach, to
the camp, which is to move in a feyw days to the
frontiers. The fultan is already gone to his tents,
and all his court ; the appearance of them is, in-
deed, very magnificent.  Thofe of the great men
are rather like palaces than tents, taking upa
" great compafs of ground, and being divided in- -
to a vaft number of apartments. They are all of
green, and the daffas of three tails, have thofe ene
figns of their power, placed in a very*confpicu~
ous manner before their tents, which are adorn~
<d on the top with gilded balls, more or lefs, ac-
cording to their different ranks. The ladjes go
in coaches to fee the camp, as eagerly, as ours
did to that -of Hide-park ; but ’tis very eafy te
obferve, that the foldiers do not begin the cam-
paign with any great cheerfulnefs. The war is 2
general grievance upon the people, but particus
larly hard upon the tradefmen, now that the
grand fignior is refolved to lead his arnly in'per=
on. Every company of them . is obliged, upon
this occafion, to make a prefent according to their
ability.

T roox the pains of rifing at fix in the moria
ing to fee the ceremony, which did not, however,
begin till cight. The grand fignior was at the
feraglio window, to fee the proceflion, which paf-
fed through the principal ftreets. It was prece;l;
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“fed by an effendi, mounted on a.camel, fichly fur-
-nifhed, reading aloud the . alcoran, finel bound,
laid upona cufhion. He was furrounded ¥-a par~
«celof boys, ‘in white, {inging fome verfes of it,
followed by a 'man drefled in green ‘boughs, re-
jprefenting a clean hufbandman fowing feed. Af-
ter him deveral reapers, with garlands of ears of
icorn, as Cetes is pictured, with fcythes in their
shands, feeming to' mow. Then a little machine
«drawn by oxen, in which was a wind-mill, and
boys employed m ‘grinding corn, followed by an-
other machine, drawn by buffaloes, carrying an
oven, and two more boys, one employed in knead.-
ing the bread, and another in drawing it out of
the ‘'oven.  Thefe boys threw little cakes on both
fides amongft the crowd, and were followed by
the whole company of ‘bakers, marching on foot,
two by two, in their befl clothes, with cakes,
loaves, pafties, and pies of all forts on their
‘heads, and after them two buffoons, or Jjack~pud-
dings, with their faces and clothes fmeared with
meal, who diverted the mob with their antic
geftures. In the fame manner followed all the
companies of trade in the empire; the nobler
fort, fuch as jewellers, mercers, &c. finely mount-
ed, and many of the pageants that reprefent their
trades, perfectly magnificent; amongft which,
that of the furriers made one of the beft figures,
being a very large machine, fet round with the
ikins of ermines, foxes, &c. fo well ftuffed, that
the - animals feemed to be alive, and followed by
mufick and dancers. 1 believe they were, upon
the whole, twenty thoufard men, all ready to
follow his highnefs, if he commanded them. ~The
rear was clofed by the volunteers, who came to
beg the honour of dying in his fervice. ‘This

part
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patt of the Thew feemed to me fo barbarous, that
I rémoved from the window upon the firft ap-
pearance of it. They were all naked to the
middle. Some had “there arms pierced through
with arrows, left fticking in them. Others had
them fticking in their heads, the blood trickling
down their faces. Some flathed their arms with
fharp knives, making the blood fpring out upon
thofe that ftood there ; and this is looked upon as
an expreflion of their zeal for glory.. Iam told
that fomé make ufe of it to advance their love ;
and, when they are near the window where their
miftrefs flands, (all the women in town being
veiled to fee this fpectacle) they ftick another ar-
row for her fake, who gives fome fign of appro-
bation and encouragement to-this gallantry. The
whole fhew lafted. for near eight houts, to my
great forrow, who was heartily tired, though I
was in the houfe of the widow of the captain
baffa (admiral) who refrefhed me with coffee,
fweet-meats, fherbet, &%. with all poffible civi-
lity. .

I weNT two days after, to fee the mofque of
fultan Selim I which is a building very well worth
the curiofity of a traveller. 1 was dreffed in my.
"Turkith habit, and admitted without fcruple’;
though I believe they gueffed who I was, by the
extreme officioufnefs of the door-keeper, to fthew
me every part of it. - It is fituated very advanta-
geoufly in the midikt of thie city, and, in the high-
eft part of it, making a very noble fhow. ‘The
firlt court has four gates, and the innermoft three.
"T'hey are both of them furrounded with cloiftess, ,
with marble pillars of the Yonic order, finely po-
lithed, and of very lively colours ; the whole pave.
.ment
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ment is of white marble, and the roof of the
cloifters divided into feveral cupolas or domes,
headed with gilt balls on the top. In the midft
of each court, are fine fountains of white marble;
and, before the great gate of the mofque, a porti-
co, with green marble pillars, which has five
gates, the body ofi the mofque being one prodi-
gious dome. Tunderftand {o little of architecture,
I dare ot pretend to fpeak of the proportions. It
feemed to be very regular ; this Tam fure of, it
is vaftly high, and Ithought it the nobleft build~
ing I ever faw. It hastwo rows of marble gal-
leries on pillars, with marble baluftres ; the pave-
ment is alfo miarble, covered with Perfian carpets.
Tn my opinion, it is a great addition to its beauty,
that'it is not divided into pews, and incumbered
with forms and benches like our churches; nor
the pillars (which are moft of them'red and white
marble) disfigiired by the little tawdry images
and pictures, that give Roman-catholic churches,
the air of toy-fhops. The walls feemed to me in-
Taid.with fuch very lively colours, in fmall flowers,
that I could not in what ftones had been
made ufe ofs But goi r," I faw they were
crufted with japan china, which has a very beauti-
ful effet. 'In the midff hung a vaft lamp of
filver, gilt ; befides which, 1 do verily believe,
there were at leaflt two' thoufand of aleffer fize.
This muft look very glorious, when they are all
lighted 5 but being at night, no womea are fuf-
fered to enter.’ Under the large lamp, is a great
pulpit of carved wood, gilt; and, juft by, &
fountain to wafh, which, you know, is' an ef-
fential part of their devotion. In one corner, is
a little gallery, inclofed with gilded lattices, for
the grand fignior. At the upper end, a:large
niche,
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niche, very like an altar, raifed two fteps, cover~
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two filver gilt candlefticks, -the height of a man,
and in them, white wax candles, as thick as a
man’s waift. The outfide of the mofque is ad-
orned with towers, vaftly high, gilt on the top,
from whence the imaums call the people to pray-
ers. I had the ‘curiofity .to go up one of them,
which is contrived fo artfully, as to give furprife
to all that fee it. There is but one door, whiclt
leads to three . different flair-cafes, going to the
three different ftories of the tower, in fuch a
manner, that three priefts may afcend, rounding,
without ever meeting each other; a contrivance
very much admired. Behind the mofque, is an
exchange full of fhops, where poor artificers are
lodged gratis. I faw feveral dervifes at their pray-
«ers here. They are drefled in a plain piece of
woolen, with their arms bare, and a woolen cap
on their heads, like a high.crowned hat without
brims. I went to fce fome other mofques, built
much after thefame manner, but not comparable,
in point of magnificence, to this I have defcribed,
which isinfinitely beyond any. church in Germany
or England; I won’t talk of other countries I
have not feen. The feraglio does not feem a very
magnificent palace. But the ‘gardens are very
large, plentifully fupplicd with water, and full of
trees 5 which is all I know of them, having never
been in them.

I TrL1 you nothing of the order of Mr.
W ’s entry, and his audience. Thefe things
sare always the fame, and have 'been fo often de-
feribed, I won’t trouble ‘you with the repetition.
The young prince, about eleven years old, fits
near

ed with gold: brocade, and, ftanding before it,
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near his-father, when he gives audience: heisa
handfeme boy; but, probably, will not im-
mediately fucceed the fultan; “there being two
fons of fultan Muftapha (his eldeft brother) re-
maining ; the eldeft about twenty years old; on
whom. the hopes of the people are fixed.  This
reign has been bloody and avaricious. Iam aptto
believe, they arc very impatient to fee the end of it.

Tamy Sir; your,” &, &%,

P. 8 I will witeto youagain from Conftanti-
nople.

LB T L E R XXX

"To the Abbot*

Conflantinople, May 29. O. 8.

I HavE had the advantage of very fine weather,
all my journey; and as. the fummer is
now in its beauty, Lenjoyed the pleafure of fine
profpeéts ; and the meadows being full of all forts
of garden flowers, and fweet herbs, my. berlin
pcr}:umed the air as it. prefled them. The grand
fignior furnifhed us with thirty covered waggons
for our baggage, and five coaches of the country
for my women. = We found the road full of the
great fpahis’ and their equipages coming out of
Afia to the war.. "They always travel with tents ;
but I chofe to ly in houfes all the way. I will not
trouble
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trouble you with the names of the villages we |
pafled, in  which there was nothing femarkable,
but at Ciorlci, where there was a ¢onac, or little
feraglio, built for the ufe of the grand fignior,
when he goes this:road. Thad the curiofity.to
view all the apartments deftined, for the ladies of
his: court. - They were in the midft of a thick

- grove ‘of trees made frefh by fountains ; but I
was moft furprifed to fee the walls almoft covered
with little diftiches of Turkifh verfe, wrote with
pencils. I made my interpreter explain them to
me,.and I found feveral of them very well turn-
ed ; though Ieafily believed him, that they had
Toft much of their beauty in the tranflation. = One
was literally thus in Englith:

We comeintothis world ; we lodgey and ae departs
He never goes, that's lodged goithin my beart.

Tue reft of our journey was through fine paint-
ed meadows, by the fide of the fea of Marmora,
the ancient Propontis.  We lay the next night at
Selivrea, anciently a noble town. It is nowa
good fea-port, and neatly built enough, and has a
bridge of thirty-two arches. Here is a famous
ancient Greek church. I had given one of my
coaches to a Greek lady, wha defired the con-
veniency of travelling with me; fhe defigned to
pay her devotions, and I was glad of the opportu~
nity of going with her. I founditan ill-built
edifice, fet out with the fame fort of ornaments, -
but lefs rich, as the Roman-catholic churches.
They fhewed me a faint’s body, where I threw a
picce of money ; and a pi€ture of the virgin Mary,
drawn by the hand of St. Luke, very little to the
credit of his painting; but, however, the fineft

i Madona
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Madona of Ttaly, is not more famous for her mira-
eles. The Greeks have a monftrous tafte in their
pictures, which, for more finery, are always drawn
upon a gold ground. . You may’ imagine what a
good air this has ; but they have no notion, either
of fhade or proportion. They have a bithop here,
who officiated in his purple robe, and fent me a
candle almoft as big as mylelf for a prefent, when
1 was at my lodging. We lay that nightat a town
called Bujuk Cekmege, or Great Bridge ; and the
night following, at Kujuk Cekmege, or Little
Bridge, in a very pleafant lodging, formerly a mo-
naftery of dervifes, having before it a large court,
encompafled with marble cloifters, with a good
fountain in the middle. 'The profpeé from this
place, and the gardens round it, is the moft agree-
able I have feen; and fhews, that monks of all
religions, know how to chufe théir retirements.

teaches boys here. I afked him to thew me h
own apartment, and was furprifed to fee him
point to a tall cyprefs tree in the garden, on tl
top of which,was a place for a bed for himfclf,
and a little lower, one for his wife and two chil
dren, who {flept there every night. I was fo muc
diverted-with the fancy, I refolved to examine his
neft nearer ; but after going up fifty fleps, Ifound
T had flill fifty to go up, and then I muft climb
from branch to branch, with fome hazard of my
neck. I thought it therefore the beft way to come
down again.

WE arrived the next day at Conftantinople 5 but
I can yet tell you very little of it, all my time I
ving been taken  up with receiving vilits, which
are, atleaft, a very good entertainment to the eyes,

Vor. II. SR the
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the young women being all beauties, and, their
beauty highly improved by the high tafte of their
drefs. - Our palace is in Pera, which is no more 2
fuburb of Conflantinople, than Wcﬂminiﬂcr is
a fuburb to London. All the ambafladors are
lodged very near each other. One part of our
houte thews us the pore, the city, and the fera-
glio, and the diftant bills of Alia ; perhaps, all to-
gether, the moft beautiful profpect in the world.

A cerTAIN French author fays, Conftantinople
is ‘twice as big as Paris, - Mr. W- y is unwil-
ling to own ’tis bigger than Lendod, though I
confefs it appears to me to be {o; but I don’t be~
lieve it is fo populous. - The burying fields about
it are certaiiily much larger than the whole city.
> [is {urprifing what a vaft deal of land is loft chis
way in Turkey. Sometimes I have feen burying
placesof feveral miles, belonging to very inconfider-
able- villages, which were formerly great towns,
andretain noother mark of their ancient grandear,
than this difmal one. On no. occafion do they
ever remove -a ftone that ferves for a montment.
Some of them ar¢ coftly enough, being'of very
fine marble. * They fet up a pillar, with a carved
turbanton the top of it, to the memory of a man ;
and as the turbants, by their different {hapes, thew
the quality or profeflion, ’tis in a manner putting
up the arms of thedecealed. Befides, the pillar com-
raonly bears an inferiptiort in gold lotters. The *
Jadies have a fimple pillar, without other ornament,
except. thofe that dic unmarried, who have a rofe
on the top of their monument. —T'he fepulchres
of particular families are railed in, and planted
round with trees. Thofeof the fultans, and fome
great mien, have lamps conftantly burning in them.

Wien
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Waen [ {pokeof h“xnchgmn I forg Lot 0 nign-
tion two Inmu\\ h

3, ‘0ne of w hich I b
of, but it feemed {o odd to me, Icould not belicye
it ; yet ’tis certainly true; that when a man has

% divorced his wife, in the mof} folemn manner,
can take her again, upon no other term ) th
1w nim .mo*h a nigle with b

tted to thi
beloved. " h other point of (]LLJHIC is ve
traordinary. - Any woman  th
is looked upon to die in a flatc of reprobat
To confirm this belief, they reafon, that the url
of the creation of woman, is to increafe and mul-
tiply; and thatfhe is only properly employed in the
works of her calling, when fhe is bringing forth
children, or taking care of- them, which all
the virtues that (vmle(pucls from her. 'And in-
deed, their way of life, which {huts them out of
all pubhck cominerce, does not permit them any
other,  Our vulgar notion, that th ey d'
women to have any fouls, is a 1 5
théy fay, they are not of fo \h\ mtd a'kind, and
e’ muik not hope to be admitted into the
fe appointed for the men, who are to be
entertained by celéflial beauties.  But ﬂnw is ¢
place of happinefs deftined for fouls of the inferior
order, where all good woimen to be in eternal
ifs. Many of them are very fuperftitious, and
will not remain widows ten days, for fear of dy-
ing in the reprobate flate ufelefs creature.
But thofe that like their li‘\e ¢ not flaves
to their religion, content themiclves with marrying
when they. raid of dying. 'I'bis i
theology, very different from that, which teac
nothing to be more acceptable to God, than a vow

& M 2
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of perpetual virginity : which divinity is moft ra-
tional, I leave you to dctermine.

I nave already made fome progrefs in'a collec~
tion of Greek medals. Here are {everal profefed -
antiquaries, who ate ready to ferve any body thds
defires them. But you cannot imagine how they
ftare in my face, when I inquire aio,ut them, as -
if no body was permitted to feek after medals, till
they were grown a piece of antiquity themfelves.
1 have got fome very valuable ones of the Macedo-
nian_kings, particularly one of Perfeus, o lively,
1 fancy I can fee all his ill qualities in his face.. I
bhave a porphyry head finely cut, of the true Greek
{eulpture 5 but who it reprefents, is to be guefled
at by the learned when I return. For yqu are not
o fuppofle thefe antiquaries (who are ail Greeks)
know any thing. Their trade is only to'fell ; they
have correfpondents at Aleppo, Grand Cairo, in
Arabia’ and ' Palefline, who fend them all they

. can find, and. very often great heaps, that are
only fit to melt into pans and kettles. They get
"the’ beft price they can for any of them, without
knowing thofe that are valuable, from thofe that
are not., Thofe that pretend to kill, generally
find out the inage of fome faint in‘the medals of
the Greek cities. . One of them, fhewing me the
figure of -a Pallas, with a victory in her hand on-
a reverfe, aflured ‘me, it was t{]e Virgin, hold-
‘ing a crucifix. . The fame man offered me the
head of a Socrates, on a fardonix ; and, to en-
hance the valye, gave him the title of faint Au-~
guftine. I have befpoke a mummy, which I 'hope
will ‘come fafe to my hands; notwithftanding, the
misfortune that befel a very fine one, defigned for
the king of Sweden. He gave a great price for it,
and




3

: P oa7 ]

and the Turks took it into their heads, that he _
muft have fome confidérable ‘project dept udmg
aipon it. ' They fancied it the body of, God
who, and that the ftate of their empire myf uu]]y
depended on’ the confervation of it.  Some old
prophecies were remembered upon this occafion,
and the' mummy committed prifoner to the Seyen
Towers,~where it has remained under clofe con-
finement ever fince.” I dare not try my intereft
in fo confiderable a point, as the releafe of it ; but
1 hope mine will pafs without examination. T'can
tell you nothing more at prefent of this famous
xity.” When'I have looked a little about me, you
dhall hear from me again. T am, Sir,

Your, &% &,

LETTER XXXVI

To Mr. Pope.

Belgrade Village; June 17. O. 8.

HOPE, before this ti (3 You have received
two or three of my - ers. I had yours but
yefterday, though dated tée third of Februar Y, in
which you fuppofe me to be dead and buried. T
haye already let you know, that I am ftill alive 5
but to fay truth, I look upon my prefent circum~
ftances to be exactly the fame with thofe of de-
parted fpirits. ‘I'he heats of Conflantinople have
driven me to this place, which perfeétly anfiwers
M3

the




the defcription of the Elyfian ficlds. I am in.the
middle of a weod, confifting chiefly of fruit-trees,
watered by a vaft number of fountains, famous
for the excellency of their water, and divided in~
to many fhady walks, upon fhort grafs, that feems
to me artificial, but, I am aflured, is ‘the pure
work of nature——within view of the Black-fea,
from ‘whence we perpetually enjoy the refrefhment
of cool breezes, that make us infenfible of the
heat of the fummner. ‘The village is only inhabite
ed by the richeft amongft the Chriftians, who meet
every night at a fountain, forty paces; from m
houle, to fing and dance. The beauty and dre
of the women ex;\&ly refemble the ideas of the
ancient pymphis, as they are given us. by the: re- =~
prefentations of the poets and painters. But what
perfuades me more fully of my deceafe, is the fi-
tuation of my own mind, the profound ignorance
1 am in, of what pafles among the living (which
only comes to me by chance) and the great calm-
nefs with which T reccive it.. Yet 1 have flill a
hankering ‘after my friends and acquaintances
left in the world,. according to the authority of
that admirable author,
That fpirits departed are wandrous kind
T friends and relotions loft bebind :

¥ € hich no body can deny,

N

OFf which folemn truth;, Iam a dead inftance. I
think Virgil is of the fame opihion, that in hu.
man fouls there will ftill be fome remains of hu«
man paffions :

——Cuyre non ipfe in-morte relinquunt .
. 4
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And ’tis very neceflary; to make a perfect elyfi-
um, that there fhould be a river Lethe, which F
am not fo happy as to find.  ‘T'o fay truth, 1 am
fometimes very weary of the finging and dancing,
and funfhine, and wifh for the fmoke and imper-
tinencies in 'which you toil ; though T endeavour
to perfuade myfelf, that T live in a more agreeable
variety than you doj and that Monday, fetting
of partridges; Tuefday, réading Englith; Wed-
nefday, fludying in the Turkifh- language, (in
which, by the way, T am already very learned ;)
Thurfday, claflical authors ; Friday, fpent in wri-
ting ; Saturday, at my néedle, and Sunday, ad-
mitting of vifits, and hearing of mufick, is a bet-
ter way of difpofing of the week, than Monday,
at the drawing-room; Tuefday, lady Mohun’s;
Wednefday, at the opera; Thurfday, the play;
Friday, Mrs. Chetwynd’s, &', a perpetual round
of hearing the fame fcandal, and feeing the fame
follics aéted over and over, which here affe&t me
no more than they do other dead people. I can
now hear of difpleafing things with pity, and
without indignation. 'The refle¢tion on the great
gulph between you and me, cools all” news that
come hither. I can neither be fenfibly touched
with joy or grief; when I confider, “that potlibly
the caufe of either is removed, before the letter
comes to my hands. - But (as T faid before) this
indolence does not extend to my few friendfhips ;
T am fill. warmly fenfible of yours and Mr. Con=
greve’s, and defire to live in your remembrance,
though dead to all the world befide. ~

Tam, &, €%,

LET-
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1ETTER (XAXVIL

To the Lady ———.

Belgrade Villagé, June 17. O. S.

I HearTiny beg' your ladythip’s pardon; but
A 1 really could not forbear latighing heartily at
your letter, and the commiffions you are pleafed
to honour me with.  You defire me ‘to buy you
a Greek flave, who is to 'be miftrefs of a thou-
- fand good qualities. The Greeks are fubjects,
and not flaves. Thofe who are to be bought in
that manner, are either fuch as are taken in war,
_ or ftolen by the Tartars from Ruffia, Circaffia,:
or Georgia, and are fuch miferable, awkward, poor
wretches, ‘you would not think any of them wor~
thy to be your houfe-maids:  "Tis true, that ma-
ny thoufands were taken in the Morea ; but they
have been, moft of them, redeemed by the cha-
ritable contributions of the Chriftians, or ran-
fomed by their' own relations at Venice. The
fine flaves that wait upon the great ladies, or
ferve the pleafures of the great men, are all
bought at the age of eight or nine years old, and
educated with great care, to accomplith them in
finging, dancing, embroidery, &'. - They are
commonly Circaffians, and their patron néver
fells them, except it is as a punifhment for fome
very great fault. If ever they grow aveary of
them, they either prefent them to a friend, or’
give them their freedom.’ Thofe that are expofed
to fale at the markets, are always either guilty of
fome
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fome crime, or fo entirely worthlefs, that they
are of no ufe at all. I amafraid, you will doubt
the truth of this account, which, I own, is very
different from our common notions in England ;
but it is no lefs truth for all that. Your whole
Jetter is full of miftakes, from one end to the o=
ther. Ifee you have taken your ideas of Turkey,
from that worthy author Dumont, who has wrote
with equal ignorance and confidence. ’'Tis a
particular pleafure to me here, to read the voy-
ages to the Levant, which are generally fo far
removed from truth, and fo full of abfurdities,
1 am veryiwell diverted with them. They never
fail giving you an account of the women, whom,
*tis certain, they never faw, and talking very
wifely of the genius of the men, into whofe com-
pany they are never admitted ; and very often
deferibe mofques, which they dared not even peep

. into.. The Turks are very proud, and will not

converfe with a ftranger they are not aflured is
confiderable in his own country. Ifpeak of the
men of diftin&tion ; for, as fo the ordinary fel
lows, you may imagine what ideas their conver~
fation can give of the general genius of the peo~
ple.

As to the balm of Mecca, I will certainly fend
you fome ; but it is not fo eafily got as you fup-
pofe it, and I cannot, in confcience, advife you
to make ufe of it. Iknow not how it comes to
have fuch univerfal applaufe. All the ladies of
my acquaintance at London and Vienna, have
begged me to fend pots of it to them. I have
had a prefent of a fmall quantity (which, P’ll af-
fure you, is very valuable) of the beft fort, and
with great joy applied it to my face, expetting

fome
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fome wonderful effect to my advantage. The
next morning, the change ‘indeed was wonder-
ful; my face was fvelled to a very. extraordinary
fize, and all over 2s red as my lady H— 5.
It remained in this lamentable flate thiee days,
during which, yéu may be fure, I pafled my time
. very ill._ I believed it would never be otherways ;
and, to add to my mortification, Mr.
reproached my indiferetion, = without ceafing.
However, my face is fince’ in flatu guo; nay, I
am told by the ladies here, that it is much mend-
ed by the operation, which, I confefs, I cannot
perceive in my ‘looking-glafs. Indeed, if one
was to form an opinion of this balm from their
faces, one fhould think very well of it. They all
make ufe of it, and have the lovelieft bloom in
the world. For my patt, I never intend to en-
dure the pain of it again; let my complexion
take its natural courfe,*and decay in its own due
time. I have very little efteem” for medicines of
this nature; but do as you pleafe, madam; only
remember, before you ufe it, that your face will
not be fuch, as you will care to fhew in the draw-
ing-room for fome days after. = If one was to be-
Jieve the women in this country, there is a {urer
way of making one’s felf beloved, than by beco-
ming handfome; though, you know, that’s our
method. But they pretend to the knowledge of
fecrets, that, by way of enchantment, give them
the'entire empire over whom they pleafe. For
me, who am not very apt to believe in wonders,
I cannot find faith for this. I difputed the point
Iaft night with a lady, who really talks very fen-
fibly on any other fubjeét; but fhe was down-
right angry with me, in that the did not perceive,
the had perfuaded me.of the truth of forty flories

142 1

fhe -

el




[ x3 1

fhe told ‘me of this kind; and, at laft, mem-
tioned feveral ridiculous marriages, that there
could be no other reafon afligned for. 1 aflured
hu, that, in England, where we were cxmrdy
ignorant of all magick, where the climate is not
half fo warm, nor the women half fo handfome,
we were not without our ridiculous marriages;
and that we did not look upon it as any thing fu-
pernatural, when a man played the fool, for the
fake'of a woman. But my arguments Could not
convince her ‘againft (as fhe faid) her certain
knowledge. o this the added, that fhe ferupled
making ufe of charms herfelf 5 but that fhe could
do it whenever fhe pleafed 5 and, flaring me in
the face, faid, (with a very learned air) that no
enchantments would have their ‘efte¢ts upon me ;
.A‘(I that there were fome people exempt from
You may imagine
g ourfe : but all the wo-
neh are of the fame opinion. They don’t pre-
tend to any commerce with the devil ; but only
that there are certain compofitions (m“l])tcd toin-
fl]l(, love. 1f one could fend over a thip-load of
them, T fancy it would be a very mml\ way of
nnmnw an eflate.  What would not fome ladies

of our acquaintance give for fuch merchandize ?
Adieu, my dear lady ———. 1 cannot conclude
my Jetter with a fubject that affords more delight=~
ful feenes to ‘the i imagina ation. I leave you to fi-
gure to yourfelf, the extreme court that will be
made to me, at my return, if my travels fhould
furnifh me with fuch a ufeful picce of learning.

T'am, dear madam, yours, {’;"r.

L E-T-
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LET. T B Xxsvar

‘To Mrs. T 3

Pera of Conflantingple, Jan. 4. O. S.

I AM infinitely ebliged to you, dear Mrs. T——
for your entertaining letter.  You are the on-
1y one of my corréfpondents that have judged right
enough, to think I would gladly be informed of -
the news amongft you.  All the'reft of them tell
me, (almoft in the fame words) that they fuppofe
1 know every thing. Why they are pleafed to
fuppofe in this manner, I can ‘guefs no reafon,
except they are perfuaded, that the breed of Ma-
homet’s pigeon ftill fubfilts in this country, and
that I receive fupernatural intelligence. I'wifh I
could returd your goodnefs with fome diverting
accounts from hence. But I know not what part
of the fcenes here would gratify your curiofity, or
whether you have any curiofity at all for things'fo

- far diftant. “Fo fay the truth, 1am, at this pre~
fent writing, not very much turned for the recol-
lection of what is diverting, my head being whol-
ly filled with the preparations neceffary for the
increafe of my family, which I expeét every day.
You may eafily guefs at my uneafy fituation. But
I am, however, comforted in fome degree, by'the
glory that accrues to me from it, and a reflection
on the contempt I fhould otherwife fall under.
You won’t know what to make of this fpeech;
but, in this country, ’tis more defpicable to be
married and not fruitful, than ’tis with us to be

: fruitful
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| fruitful before marriage. They have a notion,
" that whenever a woman leaves off’ bringing forth
| children, ’tis becaufe fhe is too old for that bufi-
nefs, whatever her face fays to the contrary. This
opinion makes the ladies here fo ready to make
proofs of their youth; (which is as neceflary, in
order to be a received beauty, as it is to thew the
proofs of nobility, to be admitted knights. of Mal-
#a) that they do not content themfelves with ufing
the natural means, but fly to all forts of quacke-
ries,. to.avoid the fcandal of being paft child-bear-
ing, and often kill themfclves by them. Without
any exaggeration, all the women of my acquain- -
tance have twelve or thirteen children; and the
old ones boaft of having bad five and twenty, or
thirty a-piece, and arc refpected according to the
number, they have produced.——When they are
with child, ’tis their common expreflion to fay,
They hape God aill be [o mercifi as to fend them two
his time ; and when I have afked them fometimes
How they expeéted to provide for fuch a flock
they defire? They anfwer, That the plague w
certainly kill half of them 5 which, indeed, gene-
rally happens, without much concern to the pa-
rents,» who are fatisfied with the vanity of having
brought forth fo plentifully.. The French ambai-
fadrefs .is forced to comply with this fafhion as
well as myfelf. She has not been here much a-
bove a year, and has lain in once, and is big a-
gain. ‘What is moft woaderful, the exemption
they feem to enjoy from the curfe entailed on th
fex. 'They fee all company the day of their deli-
very, and, at the fortnight’s end, return yifits,
fet out in their jewels and new clothes. I with I
may find the influence of the climate in this par-
ticular. But I fear I fhall continue an Englifh
ovr, I N woman
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woman in that affair, as well as I do in my dread
of fire and plague, which are two things very little
feared here.  Moft families have had their houfes-
burnt down once or twice, occafioned by their ex-
traordinary way of warming themfelves, whicl is
neither by chimnies nor foves, but by a certain
machine called a zendour, the height of two feet,
in the form of a table, covered with'a fine carpet
or embroidery. This is made only of wood, and
+ they put into it a fmall quantity of hot afhes, and
fit with their legs under the carpet. At this table
they work, read, and very often fleep; and, if
they chance to dream, kick down the fendour, and
the hot afhes commonly fet the houfe on fire.
‘There were five hundred houfes burnt in this man-
ner about a fortnight ago, and I have feen feveral
of theowners fince, who feem not at all moved
at fo common a misfortune. They put their
. goods into a bark, and fee their houfes burn with
great philofophy, their perfons being very feldom
endangered,” having no ftairs to defeend. f

Bu'r, having entertained you with things T
don’t like, ’tis but juft I fhould tell you fomething
that pleafes me. The climate is delightful in the
extremeft degree. I'am now fitting, this prefent
fourth of January, with the windows open, en-
joying the warm fhine of the fun, while you are
freezing over a fad {ea-coal fire; and my cham-
ber is fet cut with carnations, rofes, and jonquils,
frefh from my garden. I am alfo charmed with
many points of the Turkifh law, to our fhame be
it fpoken, better defigned, and better executed
than ours ; particularly, the punifhment of con-
vi€ted liars (triumphant criminals in our country,

God knows:) They are burnt ia the forehead
with
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wwth a hot iron, when they are proved the authors
of any notorious falthoods. How many white
foreheads fhould we fee disfigured! How many
fine gentlemen would be forced to wear their wigs
as low as their eye-brows, were this law in prac-
tice with-us | I fhould go on to tell you many other
parts of juflice, but I Cmult fend for my midwife.

LoET TR - XXXIX.

To the Countefs of ———

Pera of Conflantingple, March re. O. S.

HAVE not w ritten to you, dear fifter, thefe
many months———a great plcm of felf-de-
mial. But I know not where to dire&t, or what
pait of the world you are in. I have received no
letter from you fince that fhort note of April laft,
in which you tell me, that )'nu are on the point of
Jeaving England, and promife me a direétion for
the place you ftay in; but I have, in vain, ex-
peked it till nows and now I only learn from the
gazette, that you are returned, which induces me
to venture this letter to your houfe ar London.
1 had rather ten of my letters fhould be loft, than
you imagine I dor’t write; and I think it is-har™

fortune, if one in.ten don’t reach you. 1—-mv
eyer, T am refolved to keep the copies, as te
nies of my inclination, to give you, to the ut mmt

of my power, all the diverting part of my. travels;
N2 w hilx:
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while you are exempt from all the fatigues and
inconveniencies.

In the firft place then, I with you joy of your
nicce; for I was brought to bed of a daughter
* five weeks agos I don’t mention this as one of
my diverting adventures; though ¥ muft own,
that it is not half fo mortifying here as in Eng-
land ; there being as much difierence, as there is
between a little cold in the head, which fome-
times happens here, and the confumption cough,
fo common in London. No body keeps their
houfe a month for lying in 5 and I am not fo fond

~— of-any of our cuftoms, as to retain them when

they are not neceflary. I returned my vifits at
-three weeks end, and, about four days ago, crof-
fed the fea, which divides this place from Con-
{tantinople, to make a new one, where I had the
good fortune to pick up many curiofities. I went
to fee the fultana Hafiten, favourite of the late
‘emperor-Muftapha, who, you know, :(or perhaps
you don’t know) was depofed by his brother, the
reigning fultan, and died a few weeks after, be-
ing poifoned, as it was generally believed. = This
lady was, immediately after his death, faluted
with an abfolute order to leave the feraglio, and
chufe herfelf a hufband among the great men at
the Porte. T fuppofe you may imagine her over-
joyed at this propofal. —Qutc the contrary.

Thefe women, who are cajled, and efteem them-
felves queens, look upon this hberly as the great-
eft difgrace and afiront that can happen to them.~

She threw herfelf at the fultan’s feet, and begged

him to poinard her, rather than ufe his brother’s
widow with that contempt. She reprefented to
him,

* The prefent Countefs of Bute.
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him, in agonies of forrow, that fhe was privile-
ged from this misfortune, by having brought five
princes into the Ottoman familys but all the boy
being dead, and only one girl furviving, this ex-
cufe was not received, and fhe was compelled to
make her choice  She chofe B sir Effendi, then
fecretary of flate, and above four-fcore years old,
to conyince the world, that fhe firmly intended to
Keep the vow fhe had made, of never fuffering
fecond bufband to appro; h her bed ; and fin
flie muft honour fome fubjeét fo far, as to be call-
ed his wie, fhe would chiife him asa mark of her
gratitude, fince it was he that had prefented her,
at the age of ten years, to her laft lord.. But fhe
never permitted him to pay her one vifit; though
it is now fifeen years fhe has been in his houte,
where fhe pafles her time in un nterrupted mourii-
ing, with ~a conftaney very little ‘known in
Chriftendomy, efpecially in a widow of one and
twenty, for fhe is now but thirty-fix. She has
fio black eunuchs for her guard, her hufband
being obliged to refpect her as a queen, and not
to inquire at all into what is done in her apart~
ment.

T w 4s led into a large room, with a fofa the
whole length of it, adorned with white marble
pillars like a ruelle, covered with pale blue fi-
gured velver, on a filver ground, with cufhions
of the fame, where I was defired to repofe, tilk
the fultana appearcd, who had contrived t nan-
ner of reception, to avoid rifing up at my en-
trance, though fhe made me an inclination of her
head, when I rofe up to her. 1 was very glad to
obferve a lady that had been diftinguifhed by the
favour of an emperor, to whom beautics were,

N 3 every
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every day, prefented from all parts of the world:
But fhe did not feem to me, to have ever beeir
half fo beautiful as the fair Fatima I faw at A=
drianople ; though fhe had the remains of a fine
face, more decayed by forrow than time. -But
her drefs was fomething fo furprifingly rich, thae
I cannot forbear deferibing it to you. “She wore 4
velt called dualma, which differs from a caftan by
longer fleeves, and folding over at the bottom, Fe
was of parple cloth, ftrait to her thape, and thick
fet, on each fide, down to her feet, and round
the fleeves, with pearls of the beft water, of the
fame fize as their buttons commonly are.  You
muft not fuppofe, that I mean as large as thofe of
my Lord ~—, but about the bignefs of a peas
and to thefe buttons large loops of diagonds, in
the form of thofe gold loops, {o commor on birth=
day coats. This habit was tied, at the waift, with
two large taflels of fmaller pearls, and round the
arms embroidered with large diumonds. Her fhift
was faftened at the bottom with a great diarhond, -
fhaped like a lozenge; Jier girdle as broad~as the
broadeft Englith riband, entirely covered it
diampnds. Round her neck flre wore three chaing,
which reached to her knees; one of laige pearl,
at the'bottom of which hung a fine-colored eme..
rald, “as big as a turkey-egg; another, confifting
of two hundred emeralds, clofe Jjoined together,
of the moft lively green, perfecily matched, eve-
ryone as large as a half-crown picce, and as thick
as three crown pieces, and another of fmall erpe-
rafds, perfedly round. ~ But her ear-rings eclip-
fed all the reft, They were two diamonds, {haped
exaltly like pears, as large as a big hazle-nut.
Round her tulpocke fhe had four ftrings of pearl,
=~—the whiteft and moft perfect in the world, at
leaft
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_leaft enough to make four necklaces, everyone as
large as the duchefs of Marlborough’s, and of the
fame fhape, faftened with two refes, confifling of
a large ruby for the middle ftone, and rourd them
twenty drops of clean diamonds to each. Befides
this, her head-drefs was covered with bodkins of
ememnlds and diamonds. She wore large diatwond
bracelets, and had five rings on her {myem (ex=
cept Mr. Pitt’s) the largeft I ever faw in my
fife. ’Tis for jewellers to compute the value of
thefe Lhu\gs 3 bul, according to the common efti-
mation of in our part of the world, her
whole drcfs n:u(l be worth a hundred lhumund
pounds fterling, ~This L am fure of, that no Eu-
ropeait queen has half the quantity; and the em=
prefs’s jewels, though very fine; would look very
mean near hérs.. She gave me a dinner of fifty
difthes of meat, which (after their u(‘uon) were
placed on the table but one at a time, and was
extremely tedious. But the magnificence of her
table anfwered very well to that of her drefs. 'The
knives were of gol—d, and the hafts fet with dia-
mands. But the piece of luxury which grieved
my eyes, was the table-cloth and mp“ms, which
were all tiffany, embroidered with filk and gaid,
in the fineft manner, in natural flowers. . It was
with the utmoft regret that T made ufe of thefe
coftly napkins, which were as finely wrought as
the fineft handkerchiefs that ever came out of this
eountry. You may be fure, that they were en=
tirely ipmlul before dinner was over.  The fhers
bet (which is the liquor they drink at.meals) was
ferved in china bowls ; but the covers and falvers
mafly geld." After dinner, water was brought in
gold bafons, and towels of the fame kind with
the napkins, which I very unwillingly wiped my
hands
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hands upon, and coffee was ferved in china, with

gold foueoups . b

Tue Sultana feemed in a very good humour;
and talked to me with the utmoft etvility. I did
not omit this opportunity of learning all that I
poflibly could of the feraglio, which is fo entirely
unknown amongft us. She aflured me, that the
ftory of the Sultan’s throwing a handkerchief, is
altogether fabulous; and the manner, upon that
occafion, no other than this: He fends the ky/flir
aga, to fignify torthe lady the honour he intends.
her. = She is immediately complimented upon it;-
by the others, and led to the bath, where {he is
perfumed and drefled in the moft magnificent
and becoming manner. - The emperor precedes his
vifit by a royal prefent, and then comes into her
apartment : neither is there any fuch thing as her
creeping in at the bed’s foot. She faid, that the
firft he made choice of, was always after the firft
it rank, and not the mother of the eldeft fon, as
other writers would make us believe. Sometimes
the fultan diverts himfelf in the company of alk
his ladies, who ftand in a circle round himi. And~
the confefled, they were ready to die with envy
and jealoufy of the bappy /be, that he diftinguifh=
ed by any appearance of preference.- But this
feemed  to me neither better nor worfe than the
circles in moft courts, where the glance of the
monarch is watched, and every {mile is waited for
with impatience, and envied by thofe who cannot
obtain it. :

SHE never mentioned the fultan without tears
in her eyes, yet the feemed very fond of the dif~
courfe,

+ Saucers.
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courfe. ~ ¢ My paft happinefs, /aid /be, appears a
y paft happinefs, /aid /b, apy
1 ¢ dream to me. Yet I cannot forget, that I'was

beloved by the greateft and moft lovely of man-
kind. 1 was chofen from all the reft, to make
all his campaigns with him ; and T would not
farvive him, if [ was not paffionately fond of
the princefs my daughter. Yet all my tender-
nefs for her was hardly enough to make me
preferve my life. “When I left him, 1 paffed a
« whole twelvemonth without feeing the light.
¢ Time has fofrened my defpair; yet I now pafs
< fome days every week in tears, devoted to the
< memory of my fultan.” 'There was no affec-
| tation in thefe words. - It was eafy to fee fhe was
in a deep melancholy, though her good humour
made her willing to divert me.

Sur afked me to walk in her garden, ‘and one
of her flaves immediately brought her a pellice of
rich brocade lined with fables. I waited on her
into the garden, which had nothing in it remark-
able but the fountains; and from thence the thew-
ed me all her apartments. In her bed-chamber,
her toilet was difplayed, confifting of two look-
ing-glaffes, the frames  covered with pearls, and
her night falpocke fet with bodkins of jewels, and
near it three vefts of fine fables, every one of
~which is, at leaft, worth a thoufand dollars, (two
hundred pounds Englifh money.) I don’t doubt
but thefe rich habits were purpofely placed in fight,
though they feemed negligently thrown on the fo-
fa. When'I took my leave of her, I was compli-
mented with perfumes, as at the grand vizier’s,
and prefented with a very fine embroidered hand-
kerchief. Her flaves were to the number of thir-
ty, befides ten little ones, the eldeft not.above

feven
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feven years old. 'Fhefe were the moft beautiful
girls I ever faw, all richly dreffed 5 and I obferved
that the fultana took a great deal of pleafure in
thefe lovely children, which is a vaft expence ; for
there is not a handfome girl of that age, to be
bought under,a hundred pounds flerling.  They
wore little ganands of flowers, and their own hair,
braided, which. was all their head-drefs; but their
habits were all of gold fuffs. Thefe ferved her
coffee kneeling ; brought water when fhe wathed,
&c—"Tis a great part of the bufinefs of the older
flaves to take care of thefe young girls; to learn
them to embroider, and to ferve them as careful-
Iy as if they were children of the family. Now,
do you imagine 1 have entertained you, all this

while, with a relation that has, at leaft, received -

many embellithments from my hand 2 *This, you
will fay, is but too like. the Arabian tales.—Thefe
embroidered napkins! and a jewel as large as 2
turkey’s egg |-—You forget, dear fifter, thofe very
tales were written by an author of this country,
and (excepting the inchantments) are a real repre-
fentation of the manners here. We travellers are
invery hard circumftances : If we fay nothing but
what has been faid before us, we are dully and we
have obferved nothing.  If we tell any thing new,
we are laughed at as fubulous_and romantic, not
allowing:either for the difference of ranks, whicl
affords difference of company, or more curiofity,
or the change of cuftoms, that happen every twen-
1y years in every country. Dt the truth 15, peo~
ple judge of travellers, exactly with the fare can-
dour, good nature, and impartiality, they judge
of their neighbours upon all occafions.  For my
part, if I live to return amongft you, I am fo well
acquainted with the morals of all my dear friends

: and
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and acquaintances, that T am refolved to tell them
nothing at all, to avoid the imputation (whiclr
their charity would certainly incline them to) of
my telling too much. But T ‘depend upon your
knowing me enough, to believe whatever I feri-
oufly affert for truth; though I give you leave to
be furprifed at an ‘account fo new to you. But
what would you'fay if I told you, that I have been
in a haram, where the winter apartment was
wain{coted with inlaid work of mother of pearl,
ivory of different colours, and olive wood, exa&-
1y like the little boxes you have feen brought out
of this country ; and in whofe rooms defigned for
fummer, the walls are all crufted with Japan chi-
na, the roofs gilt, and the floors fpread with the
fineft Perfian carpets? Yet there is nothing more
true 5 fuch is the palace of my lovely friend, the
fair Fatima, whom I was acquainted with'at A-
drianople. I went to vifit her yefterday ; and, if
poflible, fhe appeared to me handfomer than be-
fore. She met me at, the door of her chamber,
and, giving me her hand with the befl grace in the
world; You Chriflian ladies (faid the, with a
fmile that made her as beautiful as an angel) have
the reputation of inconftancy, and 1 did not ex-
pedt, whatever goodnefs you exprefied for me at
Adrianople, that I fhould ever fee you again. But
T am now convinced that I have really the happi-
nefs of pleafing you; and, if you knew how I
{peak of you amongft our ladics, you~would be
affured, that you do me juftice in making me
your friend. She placed me in the corner of the
fofa, and I fpent the afternoon in her converfati-
on, with the greateft pleafure in the world.
The fultana Hafiten is, what one would nat urally
expeét to find a Turkith lady, willing to oblige,

but
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but not knowing how to go about it and ’tis eafy
to fee, in her manner, that fhe has lived exclud-
ed from the world. . But Fatima has all the’po~
Titenefs and good breeding of a court, with an air
that infpires, at qnce; refpeét and tendernefs ; and
now that I underfland her language, I find her
wit as agreeable as her beauty. - She 1s very curi-
ous after the manners of other countries, and has
not that partiality. for her own, fo common to
little minds. A Greek: that I carried with me,
who had never feen her before, (nor could have
been admitted now, had fhe not been in my
trainy) fhewed that furprife at her beauty and man-
ner, which is unavoidable at the firft fight, and
faid to me in Italian, This is_no Turkifb
lady, fbe is certainly fome Ghriftian. -Fatima guef-
fed fhe fpoke of her, and afked what fhe faid.
I would not have told her, thinking fhe would
have been no better pleafed with the compliment,
than one of our court beauties, to be told fhe had
the air of a Turk. “But the Greek lady told it to
her; and the fmiled, faying, It is not the firft time. |
I hawve heard fo: my mother was a Poloneze, taken
at the fiege of Caminiec; and my father ufed to rally
ey faying, He believed bis Chrifiian wwife had found
fomne Chrifian gallant ; for that 1 bad not the air of
a Turkifb girl—1L aflured her, that if all the Turk-
ifh ladies were like her, it was abfolutely neceflary,
to confine them from publick view, for the repofe
of mankind ; and proceeded to tell her, whata
noife fuch a face as hers would make in London or
Paris. L can’t believe youy replied the agreeably; if
beauty was [o much valued in_your country, as you
fays they would never have fuffered you to leave it.—
Perhaps, dear fifter, you laugh at my vanity in
repeating this compliment but I only doit, as I
thin




|
!

Bty 3

think it very well rurr‘cd, and give it’ you as ‘an
i inftance of the fpirit of her” converfation. Her
§ houfe was magn ntly furnifhed; and very well
| fancied ; her winter rooms being Furniflied with
I figared velvet, on gold grounds, and thofe for f
¢ r, with fine India tian quilting embroidered ‘with
gold. ~ The houfes of'the great Turkifh Jadiesare
kept clean with as much 1 s thofe in Hol
Tand. * This was fituated in a high  part of ¢
town 3 and from the window of her fummer
partment, ‘we had" the lnAﬁ ¢iithe fedy the
flands, and the Af
is infenfibly grown o long,
"This is a very bad i)wﬂom.
degenerate into a downright Rory-teller. It ma

be, our proverb, llm( knosvledge is no burden, xn\
but knowing too nuch,
ke us troublefome to othar peo;

BRID B R X

To the Lady —.
Pera, March 16, O. 8.

I AM extremely pleaf w, my dear lady, that
you have, at length, found mmiflion. for
i me, that T can anfw » without difappointing your
| cxpnéinhmls, though I muft tell you, that it
1 not fo eafy as puhpsy u think its and that if
oL. IL O y
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my curiofity had not been more diligent than any
other ftranger’s has ever yet been, I muft have
anfwered yon with an excufe, as, I was forced to
do, when you defired me to buy you a Greek flave.
1 have got for you, as you defire, a Turkifh love-
letter, which I have put into a little box, and or-
dered the captain of the Smyrniote to deliverit to -
you with this lecter.  The tranflation of it is li-
terally as follows : "The firft piece you fhould pull
out of the purfe, is a little pearl, which is in Tur-
kifh called Tngi, and muft be underftood in this
manner:

158 %

Ingi, Senfin ‘Uzellerin gingi

Pearl, Fuaireft of the young:

Caremfil, | Caremfilfen cararen yok

Clrve, Conge gulium timarin yok i

Benfeny chok than feverim
Senin benden, haberin' yok.

You are as flender as this clove!
You are an unblown rofel | . ;
1 have long Joved you, and you have not known it {

Pul, Derdime deyman bul

Fonquity Have pity on my peffion !

Kihat, Birlerum fahat fahat

Paper, 1 faint every bour ! ;
Ermus, Ver bize bir umut

Pear, Give me fome hope:

Jabun, Derdinden oldum zabun

Soap, 1 am fick with love.

Chemury
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Themur, | Ben oliyim' fize umur

Coal, May'I diey and ol my years be yours !

Gul, Ben aglarum fen gul :

Aoy | May you'be pleafed, and your fi
mine !

Hafr, Oliim fana yazir

A frraw, | Suffer me to be your flave.

Jo ho,

J{tune bulunmaz pahu
Cloth,

Your price is flot 1o be found.

Tartfin, | Sen ghel ben chekeim fenin hargin
Cinnamony | But my fortune is yours.

Giro, Efking-ilen oldum ghira
A match, |1 buray Dburr t-my flame

Sirma, Uzunu benden a

Goldthread | Daor's turn azvay your

Satc'h, Bazmazun tatch

Hair, Crown of my head !

Uzum, Benim iki Guzum

Grape, My eyes !

‘Til, Ulugorum tez ghel

Gold wire, | I die cone quickly. -
And, by way of pofifeript:

Beber,. Bize bir dogm haber

Pepper, Send me an a

You fee this letter is all in verfe, and T can af-
02 fure
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{ure you, there is as much fancy fhewn in the
chmce of them, as in the moft ftudied expreffions
of our letters there being, T believe, a million
of verfes zidmed for this ufe. There is no co=
Tour, no flows ver, no weed; no fruit, herb, prHc,
or feather, that Has'not a verfe ‘belonging to it ;
and you may guarrel, repr ach or fend letters
of PLITIOW, ndihip, or civility, or even of news,
without ever in‘.:ing your fingers.”

160 7}

I saxc¥ you are'now wondering at my pro-
found kw* \nrr but, alas | dear -madam, I am al-
to the misfortune fo common to the
'y while they are employed on diftant in-
ficant conquefts abroad, a rebellion ftarts up
me 7 1 am in great danger of.lofing my
h. T find *tis ot half fo eaf y to me to write

15 2 twelvernonth ago. 1 am forced
for expr emo'm, and muft Teave off all o-
5, and try to learn my mother
B Tumnn un\‘ﬁr{lmdvng is as much li
nan power, or human firength. The
retain but a certain namber of ima-
as impol

5 and

have, 'in pe fubjection, ten different king-
doms, or to fight againft ten'men at a time; Tam
d1fh \II at Iaft know none 251 fould do. £1
lace, that very well'r eprefents the tower
in Pera they fpeak Turkith, Greek,

Armenian, Arabu, Perfian, Ruﬂ'an,,

&)

Englith, h\lnn, Hungarian and what is worfe,

there are ten of thefe languages f\vox\en in my own
family. . My grooms are Amb,, my footmen
Fren anu"h, and (x.!mans 5 my nurfe an Ar-

meniar,

- bie for one human creature
tobe e pe rfet mafter of ten different languages, as to ©

, Walachian, German, Dutch, French, 3
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wmenian, my houfe-maids Ruffians ; half a dozen
other fervants Greeks 3 my fteward an Italian ; my
aries Turks; fo that Tlive in the perpetual
hearing of this medley of founds, which produc:

a very extraordinary effeét upon the pmp]L that
are born here ; for they learn all thefe languages
at the fame time, and without knowing any of
them well enough to write or read in it. ‘lhere
are very few men, women, or even children here,
that have not the fame compafs of words in five
or, fix of them. Iknow, myfelf, feveral infants
of three or four years old, that {pcak Italian,
French, Greéek, Turkifh, and Ruffian, which laft
they learn of their nurfes, who are erally of
that country. This feems almoft incredible to
you, and is, in my mind, one of the moft curi-
ous things in this country, and takes off very
much from the merit of ocur ladies, who fet up
for fuch extraordinary geniufes, upon the credit
of French and Ita-

As I prefer Englifh to all the reft, I am extreme-
1y mortified at the daily decay of it in my lead,
where Til affure you (with of heart) 1t is re-
duced to fuch a {inall nux v)‘uc. of v\'onis, T cannot
recollect any tolerable 1‘!& > to conclude my let-
ter \\llﬂ, and am I'JLLLu w u,h \ulll J:\(l‘(nuP very
bluntly, thatl am,

Your, &¢. &%,

O 3 LB T




Foahs

'LETATEl{ XLI.

To the Countefs of B.

T length T have heard from my dear Lady
B 5 for the firft time. . T am perfuaded
you have had the goodnefs to write before, but I
have had theill fortune to lofe your Jetters.  Since
my laft, T have ftaid quietly at Conftantinople, a
city that T ought in confeience to give your lady=
1hip a right notion of, fince I know you can have
mone but what is partial  and miftaken from the
writings of travellers, "Tis certain, there are many.
people that pafs years here in Pera, without having
ever feen it, and yet they all pretend:to deferibe
it. Pera, Tophana, and Galata, wholly inhabited
by French Chriftians (and which, together, make
the appearance of a very fine town), are divided
from it by thie fea, which is not above half fo
broad as the broadeft part of the Thames ; ‘but the
Chriftian men are loath to hazard the adyentures
they fometimes meet with amongft the Lvents or
feamen, (worfe monlfters than our watermen) and
, the women muft cover their faces to goithere;
which they have a perfe@ averfion to.do. . "Dis.
true, they wear veils in Pera, but they are fuch
as enly ferve to {liew their beauty to more advan-
tage, and would not be permitted in Conftangi~
nople. Thefe reafons deter almoft every creature
from feeing it ; and the French ambafladrefs will -
seturn to France (I believe) without ever having
heen there.  You’ll wonder, madam, to hear me:
add,
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add, that T have been there very often. The
mack, or Turkifhveil; is become not only very
eafy, but agreeable to me; and, if it was not, I
would be cortent to endure fome inconveniency,
to gratify a paflion that is become fo powerful
with me, as curiofity.  "And, indeed, the pleafure
of going in a barge to Chelfea, is not comparable
to that of rowing upon the canal of the fea here,
where, for twenty miles together, down the lof-
phorus, the moft beautiful variety of profpeéts
prefent themfelves. 'The Afian fide is covered
“with fruit-trees, villages, and.the moft de lightful
landfkips in nature ; on the European, ftands Con-
ftantinople, fituated on feven hil "he unequal
heights make it feem 25 large again as it is (though
one of the largeft citics in the world) fhewing an
agreeable mixture of gardens, pine and cyprefs-
trees, palaces, mofques, and publick buildings,
raifed one above another, with as much beauty
and appearance of fymmetry, as your ladyfhip e-
ver, faw in a cabinet, adorned by the moft fkilful
hands, where jars fhew themfelves above jors,
d with canifters, babies and candleflicks:
"This is a very odd comparifon ; but it gives me
an exaét idea of the thing. T bave taken care to
fee as much of the feraglio as is to be feen. It is
on‘a point of land running into the fea; a palace
of ‘prodigious extent, but very irregular.  The
gardens take in a large ‘compafs of ground, full
of high cyprefs-trees, which is all T know of them.
The buildings are all of white flone, leaded on
top, with gilded turrets and fpires, which look
very magnificent ; and, indeed, I belicve there is
no Chriftian king’s palace half fo large.  There
are fix large courts in it, all built round, and fet
with trees, having gallerics of flone; one of thefe

% for
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for the guard, .another for the flaves, another for
thie officers of the kitchen, another for the ftables,
the fifth for the divan, and, the fixth for the a-
partment deftined for audiences. On the ladies
fide, there are, at leaft, as:many more, with di=
ftinét courts belonging to their eunuchs and at-
tendants,  their kltchens, &, K

TuE next remarkable firucture is that of St.
Saphia, which ’ds very difficult to fee. I was for-
ced to fend three times to the caimairam, (the.go-
vernour-of the town) and he aflembled the chief
¢ffendis, or heads of the law, and inquired of the
mufti, whether it was lawful to permit it. . The;
pafled fome days in this important debate ;- but T
infifling on my requeft, permiflion was granted.
~Ican’t be informed why the Turks ar¢ more de~
licate on the fubject of thisimofgue, than on any
of the others, wherz what Chriftian pleafes may.
eater without feruple. T fancy they imagine,
that, having been once eonfecrated, people, on
pretence af curiofity, might profanc it with pray=
ers, particylarly to thofe faints, who are fill very
vifible in Mofaic work, and no other way defaced
but by the decays of time; for it is abfolutely
falfe, though fo univerfally aflerted, that the Furks

ed all the images that they found in the city.

me of St. Sephia is faid to be one hundred

and thirteen feet diameter, built upon arches, fu-
flained by vaft pillars of marbie, the pavement and
ftair-cafe marble. - There are two rows of gal-
le fupported with pillars of party-coloured
marble, and the whale roof Mofaic work, part of
. ‘which dccays very falt, and drops down.. . ‘They
prefented me a handful of it; its compofition
feems to me a fort.of glafs; or that pafte with
whigh
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which they make counterfeit jewels. - They flew
here the tomb of the emperor Conflantine, for
which they have a great veneration.

Turs is a dull, imperfe@ defcription, of this
celebrated building; but L underftand architeture
{o little, that I am afraid of talking nenfenfe, in
endeavouring to fpeak of it particularly. la}nps

. I am in the wrong, but fome'Turkifh'mofques

pleafe me better. © That of fultan f\o!)mm is'an
exall fouare, with four fine towers in the angless
in' the midit is a poble cupola, fupported \wth
beautiful marble pillars; two lefier at the endsy
fupported in the fame manner ; the pavement and
gallery round the mofque, of marble ; under the
great cupola is a fountain, adorned with fuch fine
coloured pillars, that I can hardly think them na-
tural marble ; on one fide is the pulpit, of white
marble, and on the other, the little gallery for the
grand fignior. - A fine flair-cafe leads to it, and
it is built up with gilded lattices.. At the upper
end s a fort of altar, where the name of Ged is
written ;- and, before it, ftand two candlefticks, as
high as a‘man, with waxcandles as thick as three
flambeanx.” The pavement 13 fpread with finc car-
pets, and the mofque illuminated with a vaft num-
ber of lamps. The- court leading to it is very
{pacious, with galleries of marble, of green co-
Tumns, covered with twenty-eight leaded cupolas
on two ﬁ(l.,s, and a fine fountain of bafins in the
midft of it.

Tu1s defcription may ferve for all the mofques
in Conftantinople: The n\mld is guc’lly the fame,
and they only diffe lar,
materials. That of thg tultana VAIV(L\ is the l

g
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geft of all, built entirely of marble, the moft pro<
digious, and, T think, the moft beautiful ftructure
1 ever faw, be it fpoke to the honour of our fex;
for it was founded by the mother of MahometIV.
Between friends, Paul’s church would make a pi-
tiful figure near it, ‘as any of our fquares would
do near the atlerdan, or place of horfes, *(az figni~
fying a horfe in ‘Furkith). This was the Aippo~
drome, in the reign of the Greek emperors. In
the midft of it is a brazen column, of three fer- .
pents twifted together, with'their mouths gaping.
Tis impoflible to learn why' fo odd a pillar was e-
rected ; the Greeks can tell nothing but fabulous
legerids, when they are afked the meaning of it,
and there is no fign of its having ever had any
infeription. At the upper end is an obelifk of
porphyry, probably brought from Egypt, the hie-
roglyphics all very entire, which 1 look upon’ as
mere ancient puns. It ‘is placed on four little
brazen pillars, upon'a pedeftal of fquare free-
ftone, full of figures in bas-relief on two fides ;
one {quare reprefenting a battle, another an af-
fembly. The others have infcriptions in’Greek
and Latin; the laft I took in my pocket-book,
and it is as follows :

Difficilis quondam, doyminis parere ferenis
Frffiesy- et extinétis palmam portare tyrannis
Omnia Theodofio cedunt, fobolique perenni.

Your lord will intgr};ret thefe lines. Don’t fancy
they are a love-letter to him.

Avr the figures have their heads on; and I
eannot forbear refleting again on the impudence
of authors, who all fay they have not; but I dare

{wear
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fwear the greateft part of them never faw them ;
but took the report from the Greeks, who refift,
with incredible fortitude, the conviction of their
own eyes, whenever they have invented lics to the
dithonour of their enemies. Were you to believe
them, there is nothing worth fecing in Conftan~
tinople, but San&ta Sophia, theugh there are fe-
veral larger, and, in my opinion, more beautiful
mofques in that city.  That of fultan Achmet
has this particularity, that its gates are of brafs.
In all thefe mofques there are little chapels, where
are the tombs of thé founders and their families,
with wax candles burning before them.

THE exchanges are all noble buildings, full of
fine alleys, the greatefl. part fupported with pil-
lars, and kept wonderfully neat. 'Every trade has
its diflinct alley, where the merchandize is difpo-
fed, in the fame order as in the New Exchange at
London., The befyjlen, or jewellers quarter, thews
fo much riches, {uch a vait quantity of diamonds,
and all kinds of precious ftones, that they dazzle
the fight. The embroiderers’ is alfo very glitter-
ing, and people walk here as much for diverfion
as bufinefs. The markets are moft of them hand-
fome fquares, and admirably well provided, per-
haps better than in any other part of the world.

1 xxow, youwll expe I thould fay fomething
particular of the flaves ; and you will imagine me
half a Turk, when I don’t fpeak of it with the
fame horror other Chriftians have done before me.
But I cannot forbear applauding the humanity of
the Turks to thefe creatures ; they dre never ill
tfed, and their flavery is, in my opinion, no worfe
than fervitude-all over the world. “Tis true, they

“haye
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have no wages ;. but they give them yearly clothes
to a higher value than our falaries to our-ordinafy
fervants.  But you'lll:obje, thatmen buy women -
with an ‘eye to’ evile - In -my opimion, they ‘are
bought and fold as publickly, and as infamoutly,

in all-our Chriftian great cities: E

1 musT add to the defeription of Conflanti=
nople, that the Aifforical pillar is no more. It
dropped down -about two years before I came to
this_part of the world. I have feen ‘notother
footfteps of antiquity, except the aqueduéts, which
are fo vaft, that I am apt to believe theyiare yet
more ancient than the Greek empire. The Turks
i 1 have clapped in fome ftones with Turkifth
inferiptions, to give their natives the honour of fo
great a work; but the deceit is eafily difcovered.
—The other publick buildings arc the hanns and
monafteries 5 the firft are very large and numer-
ous 3 the fecond few in numbér, and not at all
magnificent. I had the curiofity to vifit one of
them, and to obferve the devotions of the der-
vifes, which are as whimfical as-any at Rome.
Thefe fellows have permiilion ito marry, *but are
confined to an odd habit, which is only a piece
of coarfe white cloth, wrapped about them, with
their Jegs and arms naked. . Their order has few:
other rules, except that of performing their fanta-
flic rites, every Tuefday and Friday, which is done
in this manner: They meet together in a large
hall, where they all ftand with their eyes fixed-on
the ground, and their arms acrofs, while the 7~
maum orpreacher reads part of the alcoran from
a pulpit placed in the midft; and when he has
done, eight or ten of them make 2 melancholy
concert with their pipes, which are no unmufical

infiruments.
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inftruments. Then he reads again, and makes a
thort expofition on what he has read; after which
they fing and play, ’till their fuperior (the only
one of them drefled in green) rifes and begins a
fort of folemn dance:  They all ftand about him
in a regular figure ; and while fome play, the o-
thers tie their robe (which is very wide) faft round
their waift, and begin to turn round with an a-
mazing fwiftnefs, and yet with great regard to
the mufick, moving flower or fafter as the tune is
played. This lafts above an hour, without any of
them {hewing the leaft appearance of giddinefs,
which is not to be wondered at, when it is confi-
dered, they are all ufed to it from their infancy ;
moft of them being devoted to this way of life
from their birth. There furned amongft them
fome little dervifes, of fix or feven years old, who
feemed no more difordered by that exercife than
the others. At the end of the ceremony, they thout
out, There is no other god, but God, and Mabomer
his prophet ; after which, they kifs the fuperior’s
hand, and retire. The whole is performed with
the moft folemn gravity. Nothing can be more

+ auftere than the form of thefe people;; they never

raife their eyes, and feem devoted to contempla-

| tion. And as ridiculous as this is in defcription,

e e

there is fomething touching in the air of fubmif-
fion and mortification they affume,——This letter
is of a horrible length ; but you may burn it
when you have read enough, {9%. .

Vor. Il P LET-




L E T MER SXLIL

To the Countefs of

I AM now preparing to leave Conftantinople,
and perhaps you will accufe me of hypocrify,
when I tell you ’tis with regret ; but as I am ufed
to the air, and have learnt the language, I am
eafy here; and as much as T love travelling, I
tremble at the inconveniencies attending fo great
a journey, with a numerous family, and a little
infant hanging at the breaft. However, I endea-
vour, upon this occafion, to do, as 1 have hitherto
done in all the odd turns of my life; turn them,
5f 1 can, to my diverfion. In order to this, T
ramble every day, wrapped up in my ferigee and
afinack,. about Conftantinople, and amufe myfelf
with feeing all that is curious in.it. I know you
will expect that this declaration fhould be follow~
ed with fome account of what T have feen. But
1 am in no humour to copy what has been ‘writ
fo often over. To what purpofe fhould T tell
you, that Conftantinople is the ancient Byzan- ®
{ium ? that *tis at prefent the coriqueft of a race
of people, fuppofed Scythians ? that there are five .
or fix thoufand mofques in it? that Sancta Sophia
was founded by Juftinian ? &'%. Il aflure you,
*tis not for want of learning, that I forbear wri- -
ting all thefe bright things. 1 could alfo, with -
very little trouble, turn over Knolles and Sir Paul
Rycaut, to give youa Tift of Turkifh emperors ;
but I will not tell you what you may find in every
- author
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author that has writ of this country.” T am more
inclined, out of a true female fpirit of contradic-
tion, to tell you the falthood of a great part of
what you find in authors; as, fof inftance, in the
admirable Mr. Hill, who fo gravely afferts, that
he faw, in Sanéta Sophia, a {weating pillar, very
balfamic for difordered heads. There is not the
leaft tradition of any fuch matter 5 and T fuppofe
it was revealed to him‘in vifion, during his won-
derful fay in the Egyptian catacombs ; for I am
fure he never heard of any fuch miracle here.
*Tis alfo very pleafant fo obferye how tenderly he
and all his brethren voyage-writers lament the
miferable confinement of the Turkifh ladies, who
are perhaps more free than any ladics in the uni-
verfe, and are the only women in the world that
lead a life of uninterrupted pleafure, exempt from
cares, their whole time being fpent in vifiting,
‘bathing, or the agreeable amufement of fp
money, and inventing new fathions, A hufband
would be thought mad, that exacted any degr
of .ccconomy from his wife, wholfe expence
no way limited, but by her own fancy. ’Tis his
bufinefs to get money, and hers to fpend it: and
this nable. prerogative extends itfelf to the very
meaneft of the fex. Here is a fellow that carries
embroidered handkerchiefs upon his back to fell.
And as miferable 3 figure as you may fuppofe
fuch a mean dealer, yet Pll affure you, his wife
{corns to wear any thing lefs than cloth of gold ;
has her ermine furs, and a very handfome fct of
jewels for her head.# ’Tis true, they have no
places but the bagnios, and thefe can only be feen
by their own fc however, that is a diverfion
they take great pleafurésin.

ling

P2 I was,
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1 was; three days ago, at one of the finelt in
the town, and had " the opportunity of feeing a
Turkifh bride received there, and ‘all the cere-
mony ufed on that occafion, which made me re~
collect the epithalamium of Helen, by Theocri-
tus; and it feemsto me, that the fame cuftoms
have continued ever fince. All the fhe-friends,
relations and acquaintance of the two families,
newly allied, meef at the bagnio ; feveral others
£0, out of curiofity ; and I believe, there were
that day two hundred women. Thofe that were,
or had been married, placed themfelves round
the rooms, on the marble fofas; but the virgins
very haftily threw off their clothes, and appeared
without other ‘ornament or covering, than their
own long hair braided with pearl or ribbon. Two
of them met the bride at the door, conduéted by
Ler mother and anothér grave relation.  She was
a beautiful maid of about feventeen, very richly

. drefled, and fhining with jewels, but was pre-

Yently reduced to the ftate of nature. Two o-
thers filled filver gilt pots with perfume, and be-
gan the proceflion, the reft following in pairs, to

the number of thirty. ' The leaders fung an epi-

thalamium, anfwered by the others in’ chorus,
and the two laft led the fair bride, her eyes fixed
on the ground, with a charming affeftation of
modefty. . In this order they marched round the
three large rooms of ,the bagnio. “Tis not eafy
to reprefent to you, the beauty of this fight,
moft of them being well proportioned and white
fkinned ; all of them perfectly fmooth and po-
Tithed by the frequent ufe of bathing. = After ha-
ving made their tour, the bride was again led to
‘every matron round the rooms, who faluted her
with g compliment and a prefent, fome of jewels,

others
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others of ‘pieces of ftuff, handkerchiefs, or little
gallantries of that nature, which fhe thanked
them for, by kiffing their hands. I was very
well pleafed with having feen this ceremony’;
and you may believe me, that the Turkifh Jadies
have, at leaft, as much wit and civility, nay Ii-
berty, as among us. "Tis true, the fame cuffoms

_ that give them fo many opportunities of gratify-

ing their evil inclinations (if they have any) alfo
put it very fully in the -power of their hufbands
to revenge themfelves, if they are difcovered ;
and I do not doubt, but they fuffer fometimes for
their indifcretions in-a very fevere manner. = A-
bout two months ago, there was found at day-
break, not very far from my houfe, the blecding
body of 'a young woman, naked, only wrapped
in a coarfe fheet, with two wounds of a knife,
one in her fide, and another in her breaft. She
was not quite cold, and was fo furprifingly beau-
tiful, that there were very few men in Pera, that
did not go to look upon her 3 but it was not pof-
fible for any body to know her, no woman’s face
being known. She was fuppofed to have been
brought, in the dead of night, from the Con-
ftantinople fide, and laid there.”  Very little in-
quiry’ was made about the murderer, and the
corpfe was privately buried withcut noife, Mur-
der is ‘never purfued by the king’s officcrs, as
with us. *Tis the bufinefs of the next relations
to revenge the dead perfon ; and if they like bet-
ter to compound the matter for moncy (as they
generally do) there is o more faid of it. One
would imagine this defect in their government,
fhould make fuch tragedies very frequent, yet
they are extremely rare; which is enough to
prove the people not naturally cruel.  Neither do

P3 I think,
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1 think, in many other partxculars, they deferve
the barbaraus charager  we give them. ' I am
well acquainted with a Chriftian woman of qua-
lity, who made it her choice to live with a
Turkith hufband, and is a very agreeable fenfible
lady, Her ﬂorv is {o extraordinary, I cannot
forbear relating it; but I promife you, it fhail be
in as few words as I can poflibly exprefs it.

SHE is a Spaniard, and was at Naples with
her family, when that kingdom was part of the
Spanifh  dominion. Coming from thence jn a
felucca, accompanied’ by her brother, they were
attacked by the Turkifth admiral, boarded and ta-
ken.. And now how fhall I mud:my tell you
the reft of her adventure? The fame accident
happencd ro her, that happened to the fair Lu-
cretia fo many years before her.  But fhe was tdo
good a Chriftian to kill herfelf, as that heathenifh
Roman did. . The admiral was fo much charmed
with the beauty and long-fuffering of the fair
captive, that, as his firft compliment, he gave i
immediate liberty to her brother and attendants, , |
who made hafte to Spain, and, in a few months,
fent the fum of four thoufand pounds fterling, as
a ranfom for his fifter. The Turk took the mo-
ney, which he prefented to her, and told “her fhe

! was at liberty. But the lady very difcreetly
weighed the different treatment fhe was likely to
find in her native country. Her relations (as the 4/
kindeft thing they could do for herin her prefent  §
circumftances) would certainly confine her'toa &
nunnery for. the reft of her days.—Her infidel
lover was very handfome, very tender, very fond
of her, and lavifhed at her feet all the Turkifth

_magnificence.  She anfwercd him very xefolun:l:y, .

that
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‘that her liberty was not fo ‘precious to her as her

honour ; that he could no way reftore that, but
by marrying her; and fhe therefore defired him
o accept the ranfom as her portion, and give her
the fatisfattion of  knowing, that no man could

*boaft of her favours, without being her hufband.

The admiral was tranfported at this kind offer,
and fent back the money to her relations, faying,
he was too happy in her pofleflion. He married
her, and never took any other wife, and (as fhe
fays herfelf) fhe never had reafon to repent the
choice fhe made. = He left her, fome years after,
one of the richeft widows in Conftantinople. But
there is no_remaining honourably ‘a fingle wo-
man, and that confideration has obliged her to
marry the prefent captain baffa’(i. e. admiral) his
fucceffor.—I am afraid that you will think my
driend fell in love with her ravither; but I am
willing to take her word for it, that fhe acted
wholly on' principles of honour, though T think
fhe might be reafonably touched at his generofi-
ty, which is often found amongft the Turks of
rank.

"T1s a degree of generofity to tell the truth
$ g 3 oA ! : 5 |
and ’tis very rare that any Turk will affert a fo- |
lemn falfhood. I don’t fpeak of the loweft fort; '
for as there is a great deal of ignorance, there is
very little virtue amongft them; and falfe wit-
nefles are much cheaper than in Chriftendom ;
thofe wretches not being punifhed (even when
they are publickly detected) with the rigour they
ought to bé.

Now I am fpeaking of their law, I don’t
know whether I have ever mentioned to you one
cuftom
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«uftom peculiar to their country, I mean adopion,
very common amongft the Turks, and yet more a-
mongft the Grecks and Armenians. Not having
it in their power to give their eftates to a friend
or diftant relation 5 to avoid its falling into the
grand fignior’s treafury, when they are not likely
to have any children of their own, they chufe
fome pretty: child of either fex, amongft the
meaneft people, and carry the child and its pa-
rents before the cadi, and, there declare they re=
ceive it for their heir. The parents, at the fame
time, renounce all future claim to it; a writing
3s drawn and witnefled, and a child thus adopted,
cannot be difinherited. Yet 1 have feen fome
common beggars, that have refufed to part with
their children iny this manner, to fome of* the
richeft among the Grecks; (fo powerful is the
inflinQtive affeCtion that is natural to parents!)
though the adopting fathers are generally very
tender to thefe children of their fouls, as they call
them.. I own this caftom pleafes me much bet-
ter than our abfurd one of following our name.
Methinks, ’tis much more reafonable to make
happy and rich an infant whom I educate after
my own manner, brought up: (in the Turkifl
phrafe) upon my knees, and who has learned to
Jook upon me -with a filial refpe, than to give
an eftate to a creature, without other merit or re-
lation to me, than that of a few letters. Yet
this is an abfurdity, we fee frequently practifed.
—_Now I have mentioned the Armenians, per-
haps it will be agreeable to tell you fomething of
that nation, with which I am fure you are utter~
Iy unacquainted. I will not trouble you with the
geographical account of the fituation of their
country, which you may “fec in the maps; or a

: relation
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relation of their ancient greatnefs, which you may
read in the Roman hiftory. They are now fub=
{eing very induftrious in

trade, and increafing and multiplying, are dif-
perfed in great-numbers through all the Turkifh
dominions.. They were, as they fay, converted
to the Chriftian religion by St. Gregory, and are
perhaps the devouteft Chriftians in the whole
world. The chief precepts of their priefts injoin
the ftri¢t keeping of their lents, which are, at
leaft, feven months in every year, and are not to
be difpenfed with on the moft emergent necefli-
ty; no occafion whatever can excufe them, if
they touch any thing more than mere herbs or
roots (without oil) and plain dry bread. That is
their conftant dict. —Mr. We——y has one
of his interpreters of this nation, and the poor
fellow was brought fo low, by the feverity of his
fafts, that his life was defpaired of. ~ Yet neither
his mafter’s commands, nor the do&or’s entrea-
ties (who declared nothing elfe could fave his life)
wete powerful enough to prevail with him to
take two or three fpoonfuls of broth. Excepting
this, which may rather be called a cuftorn, than
an article of faith, I fee very little in their reli-
gion different from ours. ’Tis true, they feem
to incline very much to Mr. Whifton’s do&trine;
neither do I think the Greck church very diftant
from it, fince ’tis certain, the holy Spirit’s pro-
ceeding only from the Father, is making a plain
fubordination in the Son. But the Arme-
nians have no notion of tranfubftantiation, what-
ever account Sir Paul Rycaut gives of them,
(which account, T am apt to believe, was defign-
ed to compliment our court in 16793) and they
have a great horror for thofe amongft them, that
change
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change to the Roman religion. What is moft
extraordinary in their cuftoms, is their matrimo-
ny; a ceremony, I believe, unparallell’d all over
the world. They are always promifed very young;
bt the efpoufed never fee one another, till three
days after their marriage. - The bride is carried
to church, with a cap on her head, in the fathion
of a large trencher, and over it a red filken veil,
which covers her all over to her feet. The prieft
afks the bridegroom, Whether he is contented to
marry that woman, e jbe deaf, be jhe blind?
Thefe are the literal words: to -which having
anfwered, yer, {he is led home to his houfe, ac-
companied” with all the friends and relations on
both fides, finging and dancing, and is placed on
a cufhion in the corner of the fofa; but her veil
is never lifted up, not even by her hufband.
"There is fomething fo odd and monftrous in thefe
ways, that I could not believe them, till I had
inquired of feveral Armenians myfelf, who all
affured me of the truth of them, particularly one
Koung fellow, who wept when he fpoke of it,

eing promifed by his mother to a girl that he
muft marry in this manner, though he protefted
to me, he had rather die than fubmit fo this fla-
very, having already figured his bride to himfelf,
with all the deformities of nature. —1I fancy
1 fee you blefs yourfelf at this tertible relation. I
-cannot conclude my letter with a more furprifing
ftory 5 yet ’tis as ferioufly true, as that I am,

Dear ﬁﬁer, yours, &%. &fo.

END of the SeconD VoLumE. *
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To the Abbot of 4

Conflantinople, May 19. O.'S. 1718.

and my vanity (the darling frailty of hu-

man kind) not a little flattered by the un-
common -queftions you afk me, though 1 am ut-
terly incapable of anfwering them. And, in-
deed, were T as good a mathematician as Euclid
himfelf, it requires an age’s ftay to make juft ob-
fervations ‘on the air and vapours. I have not
been yet a full year here, and am on the point of
removing. Such is my rambling deftiny.  This
will - furprife you, and can furprife no body fo
much as myfelf. Perhaps, you will accufe me of
lazinefs or dulnefs, or both together, that can
leave this piace, without giving you fome account
of the Turkifh courr. I can only tell you, that
if you pleafe to read Sir Paul Rycaut, you will
there find a full and true account of the viziers,
the beglerbys, the civil and fpiritual government,
the officers of the: feraglio, e things that ’tis
very eafy to procure lifts of, and therefore may
be ‘depended on; though other ftories, God
knows——I fay no more: cvery body is at li-
berty to write’ their own remarks ; the manners
of people may change; or fome of them efcape
the obfervation of travellers; but ’tis not the
Vor. II. : fame

I Awm extremely pleafed with hearing from you,
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fame of the government ; and, for that reafon,
fince 1 can tell you nothing new, I will tell you
nothing of it. %n the fame filence fhall be paf-
fed over the arfenal and feven towers; and for
mofques, I have already deferibed rone of the
nobleft to you very particularly. But I cannot
forbear taking notice to you of a miftake of . Ge-
melli, (though I bonour him in a much higher
degree than any other voyage-writer:) he fays
that there are no remains of Calcedon ; this is
certainly a miftake : I was there yefterday, and
went crofs the canal in my galley, the fea being
very narrow between that city and Conftantinople.
“Iis ftill a large town, and has feveral mofques
in.it. The Chriftians flill call it Calcedonia,

is only a corruption of the fame word. * I fup-
pofe this is an error of his guide, which his fhort
ftay hindered him from reéifying ; for I have,
in other matters, a very juft efteem for his vera-
city. Nothing can be pleafanter than the canal 3
and the Turks are fo well acquainted with its
beauties, that all their pleafure-feats are built on
its banks, where they have, at the fdnie time,
the moft beautiful profpects in Europe and Afia;
there "are, near one another, fome hundreds of
magnificent palaces.  Human grandeur being
here yet more unftable than any where elfe, ’us
common for the heirs of a great three-tailed baf=
{a, not to be rich enough to’keep in repair.the
houfe he built; thus, in a few years, they all
fall to ruin. I was yefterday to fee that of the

din. It was built to reccive his royal bride,
live to fee her there, I have a great mind to-de-

and the Turks give it a.name 1 forgot, but which ,

late grand vizier, who was killed at Feterwara- &
daughter of the prefent Sultan ; but he did not

feribe
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feribe it to you; but I check that indim‘}/.n,
knowing very well that I cannot give you, with
my beft defeription, fuch an idea of it as T ough.
It is fituated on one.of the moft delightful parts
of the canal, with a fine wood on the fide of a
hill behind 1it. ‘The extent of it is prodigicus;
the guardian aflured me, there are eight hundred
rooms in it; I will not, however, anfwer for
that number, fince 1 did not mvvm them 3 ‘but
tain tl\!: number is arge, and the
W .xﬂ: adorned with a profufion of marble, gild-
ing, and the moft exquifite painting of fruit and
flowers. The windows are all fathed with the
fimelt chryftalline glafs brought fm“\ England ;
and here is all tm enfive magnificence t
you can ‘“‘"}""L in a palace founded by a vain
luxuriots young man, with the wealth of a vaft
empire at his command. But no part of it plea-
than the aparftments deftined for
the bagnios. There are two built exadly in the
fame ‘manner, anfwering to one .mmher, the
baths, fountains, d pavements, all of white
marble, the roofs gilt, and the walls covered
with Japan china. A(iv ning 'to them are.two
rooms, the uppermofl or il s dvalid e
a'fofa s andin the four corners are falls of water
fmm the very reof, from fheil to fhell, of white
lT)‘ll)]L, to the lower end of the room,. where it
falls into a large bafin, furrounded with pipes,
that throw up the water as high as the rcof. The
walls are in the natvre of lattices ; and, on the
outfide of thehn, there are vines and woodbines
planted, that form a fort of ‘green tapeliry, and
give an agreeable obfcurity to thole deligh
chambers. 1 fliould go on and let you into fo
of the other apartments (a" worthy your cu

ul
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ty); but ’tis yet harder to deferibea Turkifh pa~
lace than any other, being built entirely irregu-
Jar. 'There 1s nothing that can be properly cal-
led front or wings; and though fuch a confufi~
on is, I think, pleafling to the fight, yet it would
be very unintelligible in a letter. - I {hall only
add, that the chamber deftined for the fultan,
when he vifits his daughter, is wainfcotted with
mother of pearl, faftencd with emeralds like nails.
There are others of mether. of pearl and olive
wood inlaid, and feveral of Japan china. The
galleries, which are numerous, and very. large,
are adorned with jars of flowers, and porcelain
dithes of fruit of alf forts, fo well done in pla-
{ter, and coloured in fo lively a manner, that it has
an enchanting effe€t. The garden is.fuitable to
the houfe, where arbours, fountains, and walks;_
are. thrown together in an agrecable confufion.
"There is no ornament wanting, except that of
flatues.. Thus, you fee, Sir, thefe people are
not fo unpolifhed as we reprefent them. ~ "Tis'true,
“their magnificence is of a different tafte from
ours, and perhaps of a better. 1 am almoft of
opinion, they have a right notion of life. They
confume it in mufick, gardens, wine, and deli=
cating, ‘while we are tormenting our brains _
h fome fcheme of politicks, or ftudying fome
fcience to which we can never attain, or, if .we
do, cannot perfuade other people to fet that value
upon it we do ourfelves. *Tis certain, what we
feel and fee is properly (if any thing is properly)
our_own; but the good of fame, the folly of
praife, are hardly purchafed, and, when obtain-
ed, a poor recompenfe for lofs of time and health.
‘We die or grow old before we can reap the fruit
of our labours. ~ Confidering’ what fhort-liv'd,
< weak




weak animals men are, is there any ftudy fo be-
neficial as the ftudy of prefent pleafure ? I dare
not purfue this theme; perhaps Ihave already f2id
too much, but I depend upon the true knowledge
you'have'of' my heart. "1 don’t expe@ from you
the ‘infipid railleries’ T fhould fuffer from another
in anfwer to this letter. * You know how to di-
vide the idea of pleafure from that of vice, and
they are only mingled in the heads of fools.——
But I allow you to laugh at me for the fenfual
declaration 'in faying, that I had rathet be a rich
effendi, ‘with @l his ignorance, than Sir Ifaac
Newton' with all his knowledge,

Iam, Sir, &%, toc.,

3 O S s g i

To the Abbot of

2 Tunis, July 37. 0. S. 1718.
I Lerr Conftantinople the fixth of the

aft

month, and this is the firft poft from whence
I could fend 2 Jetter, though I have often withed

for the opportunity, th part fome of
the pleafure I found in this voyage, through the
moft agreeable part of the world, where every
{eene prefents me fome poetical idea.

Warn’d with poetic tranfport, I furvey

IR immortal iflands, and the well known fea,
For here o off the mufe her harp has firung,
That not a mountain rears its head unfung,

Q3 ; Ipre
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1 .prc. ‘your pardon for this fally, and will; if
I.can, continue the reft of my account in plain
profe. - The fegond day after we fet fail, we paf-
fed Gallipolis, ‘a - fair city, fituated in the bay of
Cherfonefus, and much refpeéted by the Turks;
being the firft town they took in Europe. At five
the next morning, we anchored in the Hellefpont,
between the caftles of Seftos and Abydos, now cal~
led the Dardanelli.  Thefe are now two littlc an~
cient: caftles, but of no ftrength, being coms
manded by a rifing ground behind them, which
I .confels 1 fhould never have taken motice ofy if
I had not heard it obferved by our captain and
officers, my imagination being wholly employed
by the tragick flory, that you are well acquainted
with : .

The fwimming lovery and the nightly bride,
How HERO /ov'd, and how LEANDER died.

Verfe again !—1I am certainly infeted by the poe-
tical air I have paffed through. That of Abydos
i doubtedly very amorous, fince that foft pal-
¢d the caille into the hands of the Turks
ged it in the reign of Orchangs. | The
governour’s daughter imagining to have feen her
nd in a dreams {though I don’t find
- flept upon bride-cake, or kept St.
Agnes’s falt) fancied fhe faw the déar figure in

the form of one of her befiegers 3 and, being wils.

ling to obey her deftiny, tofled a note to him o-
ver the wall, with the oifer of her perfon, and the
delivety of the caftle. . He fhewed it to his ge~
sneral, who confented to try the fincerity of her
intentions, and withdrew his army, ordering the
young man to return with a felect body of men

at
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at midnight.: She admitted him at the appointed

hour; he deftroyed the garrifon, took the father pri-

foner, and made her his wife.” This townis in Afia,
firft founded by the Milefians. * Seftos is in Europe,
and was once the principal city ‘of Cherfonefus.
Since T have feen this firait, I find ‘nothing ims
probable inthe' adventure of Leander, or very
wonderful in the bridge of boats of Xerxes, "Tis
{o narrow, *tis not furprifing a young lover thould
attempt to fwim, or an ambitious king try to pafs
his ‘army over it.  But then, ’tis fo fubject to
forms, ’tis-no wonder the lover perifhed; and the
bridge was broken. ' From hence we had a full
view of mount Ida;

Where Funp once caref’d ber am’rous Fove,
And thé world’s mafler lay fiubdidd by Tove.

Not many leagucs fail from hence, I faw the point
«of land where poor old Hecuba was buried, and
about 4 league from that place is Cape Janizary,
the famous promontory of Sigzum, where we
anchored. My curiofity fupplied me with ftrength
to climb to the top of it; to fee the place where
Achilles was buried, and wheré Alexander ran na-
ked round his tomb in honour of him, which, no
doubt, was a great comfort to his ghoft. Ifaw
there; the ruins of a very large city, and found a
ftone, onr which Mr. W———y plainly diftinguith~
ed the words of Sigen Polin. We ordered this
on board the fhip; but were fhewed others much
more curious, by a Greek prieft, tho’ a very ig-
norant fellow, that conld give ho tolerable account
of any thing. 1 On'each fide the door of his little
church ly two large flones, about ten feet Jong
each, five in breadth, and three in thicknefs. That
on the right is very fine white marble, the fide of

it
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it beautifully carved in bas-relief ; it reprefents &

" 'woman, who feems to be defigned for fome deity,
“fitting on a chair with 2 foot-ftool, and before her
another woman, weeping, and prefenting to hera
young child that fhe has in'her arms, followed by
a proceflion of wiomen with childrén in the fame
manner. This'is certainly part of a very ancient
tonib; but I dare not pretend to give the true ex-
planation of it. On' the flone, on the left fide;
15 a very fair infoription 5 but th2 Greek is too an-
cient for' Mr. W- s interpretation. ' 1'am very
forry not ‘to have the original ‘in my poffeffion,
which might have been purchafed of the poor in-
habitants for a fmall fum of money. But our
captain affured us, that, without having machines
made on purpofe, ’twas impoffible to bear it to the
fea-fide, and, when it was there, his*long-boat
would not be large enough' to hold it.

THE ruins of this great city are now inhabited
by poor Greek peafants, who wear the S¢iote ha-
bit, the women being in fhort petticoats, faftened

y {traps round their thoulders, and large fmock
es of white linen, with neat fhoes and ftock-
s, and on their heads a large piece’ of ‘muflin,
which falls in large folds on their thoulders.—Une
of my countrymen, Mr. Sands, (whofe book T
doubt not you have read, ‘as one of the beft of its
kind) fpeaking of thefe ruins, fuppofes them to-
have been the foundation of a city begun by Con-
ftantine, before his building Byzantium; but I fee
no good reafon for that imagination, and am apt
to believe them much more ancient. J

‘WeE faw very plainly from this promontory, the
river Simois rolling from mount Ida, and running
through a very fpacious valley. It is now a con=

- fiderable
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fiderable river, and is called Simores; it is join-
ed in the vale by the Scamander, which appeared
a fmall ftream half-choked with mud, but is per-
haps large in the winter. This was Xanthus a-
mongft the gods, as Homer tells us; and ’tis by
that heavenly name, the nymph Oenone invokes
it, in her epiftle to Paris.. The Trojan virging
ufed to offer their firlt favours to it, by the name
of Scamander, till the adventure, which Monfiear
de la Fontaine has told {o agreeably, abolifh’d that
heathenith ceremony. When the ftream is min-
gled with the Simois, they run together to the fea.

Avry that is now left of Troy is the ground on
which it ftood ; for, L am firmly perfuaded, what-
ever pieces of antiquity may be found round it,
are much more modern, and I think Strabo fays
the fame thing. However, there is fome pleafure
in feeing the yalley where I imagined the famous
duel of Menelaus and Paris had %ecn fought, and
where the greateft city in the world was fituated.
"Tis. certainly the nobleft fituation that can be
found for the head of a great empire, much to be
preferred to that of Conitantinople, the harbour
here being always convenient for fhips from all
parts of the world, and that of Conftantinople
inaceeflible almoft fix months in the year, while
the north-wind reigns.

NorTH of the promontory of Sigeum we faw
that of Rhzteum, famed for the fepulchre of A-
jax. While T viewed thefe celebrated fields and
rivers, I admired the exat geography of Homer,
whom I had in my hand. Almoft every epithet
he gives to a mountain or plain, isftill juft for it;
and I fpent feveral hours here in as agreeable co-
gitations, as ever Don Quixote had on mount

Montefinos.




Montefinos. We failed next night, to the fhore
where ’tis vulgarly reported Troy flood; and I tock
the pains ‘of rifing at two in the morning, to view
cooly thofe ruins which are commonly fhewed to
firangers, and which the "Turks call B/ki Stamboul,
i. e. Old Conflantinopie.- For that reafon, as well
as fome others, I conjeture, them to be the re-
mains of that city begun by Conftantine. I hired
an afs (cthe only voiture to be had there) that T
might go fome miles into the country, and take a
tour round the ancient walls, which are of a vaft
extent. We found the remains of a caftle on a
hill, and of another in a valley, feveral broken
pillars, and two pedeftals, from which I took thele
Latin infcriptions:

DIVL. AUG. €COL. . ;*

ET. COL. 1UL. PHILIPPENSIS
EORUNDEM ET PRINCIP. AM
COL. IUL. PARIANAE. TRIBUN.
MILIT, COH. XXXH. VOLUNTAR.

TRIB. MILIT. LEG. XIII. GEM.
PRAE TO EQUIT. ALAE. I.

SCUBULCRUM :
VIC. VIIL 5

DIVI. TULL FLAMINI
C. ANTONIO. M, F.
. VOLT.RUFO, FLAMIN,

DIV. AUG. COL. CL. APRENS, _
ET. COL. [UL. PHILIPPENSIS
EOQRUNDEM ET PRINCIP. ITEM
COL. TUL. PARIANAE TRIR,
MILIT. COH. XXXIL VOLUNTARIOR.

TRIB. MILIT. XIIL.
I PR AEF, FQUIT. ALAE. 1,
SCUBULORUM
S aeNE

G
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1 do not doubt but the remains of a temple near
this place, are the,ruins of one dedicated to Au-
guftus; and I know not why Mr. Sands calls it a
Chriftian temple, fince the Romans certainly built
hereabouts.  Here are many. tombs of fine mar-
ble, and vaft picces of granate, which are daily
leflened by the prodigious balls that the Turks
make, from them, for their cannon. We pafled
that evening the ifle of Tenedos, once under the
patronage of Apollo, as he gave it in, himfelf, in
the particulars of his eftate, when he courted
Daphne. It is but ten miles in circuit, but, in
thofe days, very rich and well peopled, ftill fa~
mous for its excellent wine. Ifay nothing of Tet
nes, from whom it was called; but naming My-
tilene, where we paffed next, I cannot forbear men-
tioning Lefbos, where Sappho fung, and Pittacus
reigned, famons for the birth of Al zus, Theo-
phraftus and Arion, thofe mafters in poetry, phi-
lofophy, and mufick. - This was onc of the laft
iflands that remained in the Chriflian dominion
after the conqueft of Conftantinople by the Turks.
But need I talk to you of Catucufeno, . princes
that you are as well acquainted with as I am.
Twas with regret I faw us fail from this ifland in<
to the Egean fea, now the Archipel
Scio (the ancient Chios) on t eft, which is the
richeft and moft populous of thefe iflands, fruitful
in cotton, corn and filk, planted with groves of
orange and lemon trees, and the Arvifian moun-
tain, ftill celebrated for the ne@ar that Virgil
mentions.' Here is the beft manufaCture of filks
in all Turkey. The town is well built, the wo-
men famous for their beauty, and fhew their fa-
ces as in Chriftendom. There are many rich fa-
milies ; though they confine their magnificence to

the

ago, leaving

i
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the infide of their houfes, to avoid' the jealoufy of
the Turks, who have a baffa here: however, they
enjoy a reafonable liberty, and indulge the genius
of their.country; i

And eats and. fing, -and dance away their time,
Frefby as their groves, and bappy as their clime.

Their chains hang lightly on "them, tho’ ’tis not
long fince they were impofed, not being under the
Turk till 1566. « But perhaps ’tis as eafy to.obey
the grand fignior as the ftate of Genoa, to whom
they were fold by the Greek emperor. But I for-
get myfelf in thefe hiftorical touches, whichare
very impertinent when I write to you: Pafling the
ftrait between the iflands of ‘Andros and Achaia,
now Libadia, we faw the promontory of Lunium,

now called Cape Colonna, where-are yet ftanding -

the vaft pillars of a temple of Minerva. - This ve-
nerable fight made me think, with double regret,

on a beautitul temple of Thefeus, which I am af=-

fured, was almoft entire at Athens, till the laft
campaign in the Morea, that the Turks filled it
with powder, and it was accidentally blown ap.
You may belicve I had a great mind to land on
the fam’d Peloponnefus, tho’ it were only to look
on the rivers ot Afopus, Pencus, Inachus and Eu-
rotas, the ficlds of Arcadia, and other fcenes of

ancient mythology. But inftead of demi-gods

and heroes, I was credibly informed, ’tis now over=
run by robbers, and that I fhould run a great rifque
of failing into their hands, by undertaking fuch
a journey through a defart country, for which,
however, 1 have fo much refpeét, thatT have much
ado to hinder myfelf from troubling you with its
whole hiftory, from the foundation of Nycana and

Corinth,
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Corinth, to the laft campaign there; but I check
the inclination; as I did that of landing. We
failed quietly by Cape Angelo, once Malea, where
I faw 1o remains of the famous temple of Apollo.
‘We came that evening in fight of Candia: it is
very mountainous ; we eafily diftinguithed that of
Ida.—We have Virgil’s authority, that here were
a hundred cities—

Gentum urbes habitant magnas

Thechief of them--the fcene of monfirous pafiions.
~——Metellusfirft conquered this birth-place of his
Jupiter; it fell afterwards into the hands of ——
¥ am running on to the very fiege of Candia; and
Tam fo angry with myfelf, that I will pafs by
all the other iflands with this general reflection,

that ’tis impofTible to imagine any thing more a-

greeable than this journey would have been two
or three thoufand years fince, when, after drink-
inga difh of tea with Sappho, I might have gone,
the fame-evening, to vifit the temple of Homer in
Chies, and pafled this voyage in taking plans of
magnificent temples, delineating the miracles of
ftatuaries, and converfing with the moft polite and
moft gay of mankind. Alas! artis extin@ here -
thewonders of nature alone remain 3 and it waswith
vaft pleafure I obferved thofe of mount Altna,
whofe flame appears very brighe in the night many
leagues off at {ea, and fills the head with a thou.
fand conjeQures.  However, I honour philofophy
too much, to imagine it could turn that of Empe-
docles ; and Lucian fhall never ‘make me believe
fuch a fcandal of a man, of whom Lucretius fays,

Vis humana videtur flirpé creatus

Vour. I R WEe
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* W paffed Trinacria without hearing any of the
fyrens that Homer defcribes, and, being thrown
on neither Scylla nor Charybdis, came fafe to Mal-
ta, firflt called Melita, from the abundanceof ho-
ney. It is a whale: rock covered with very little
earth.  The grand mafter lives here in the ftate
of a fovereign prince ; but his firength at fea now
is very fmall. ~ The fortifications are reckoned the
beft in'the world, all cut in the folid rock with in-
finite expence and labour. OfF this ifland we
were tofled by a fevere ftorm, and were very glad,
after eight days, to be able to put into Porta Fa-
rine on ‘the African fhore, where our thip now

rides. At Tunis we ‘were met by the Englifh °

conful who refides here. - I readily accepted of the
offer of his houfe there for fome days,* being very
curious to fee-this part of the wosld, and particu-
larly the ruins of. Carthage. . I fetout in his chaife
at nine at night, the moon being at full.* I faw the
profpect of the country almoft as well as I could
have done by day-light 3 and the heat of the fun is
now-{o intolerabie, ’tis impoflible to-travel at any
other time.  The foil is, for the moft part, fandy,
but every where fruitful of date, olivey and fig-
trees, which: grow awithout art, yet afford the
moft delicious  fruit in the world. . Their vine-

ards and melon-ficlds are inclos’d by hedges of
that plant we call Indian fig, which isan admira-
ble fence, no wild beaft being able to pafs it Tt
grows a great height, very thick, and the fpikes
or thorns are as long and fharpi as bodkins; it
bears a fruit much' eaten by the peafants; and
which has no il tafte. i

It being now the feafon of the Turkifh raniadan,
or Lent, and all here profefling, atleaft, the Maho-
metan
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metan religion; they  faft till the going down of
the fun, and fpend ‘the night in feafting. We
fawunder the trees, companies of the country peo-
ple, | eating, finging, and dancing, to their wild
muficks 'They are:not quite black; but 21l mulat-
toes, and the moft frightful creatures that can ap-
pear dn ahuman figure.. ' They are almoft naked,
ouly wearing a piece of coarfe
‘hout' them=-—But the women h:
tos their very {he
adorneds withy flowe
figh prefled bycgu
addition’ to- their natural d Y
Bowever, efteemed very ornamental amo 3
and I believe they fuffer a good deal of pain by it

der:
ders,

AsouT fix miles from Tu
mains: of ‘that

is, we faw the r:
ble aquedudt, which carried

waterto Charthage, over feveral high o
~the length of forty miles. Lhere are flill
arches ‘entire.  We t two hours vi
with great attention, and Mr. 'W. ¥
me, that of Rome is very much inferior to it.
The flones are of a prodigious fize, and yer all
polifh’d, and fo exactly fitted to each other, very
little cement has been made ufe of to join them.
Yet they may: probably ftand a thoufand lon
ery if art is not made ufe of to pull them down.,
Soon after day-break I arrived at "Tunis, a town
faitly built of a very white flone, but quite without
gardens, which, they fay, we all deftvoyed
when the Turks firft took it, none having b
planted fince.,” The dry fand gives a very dilagrec-
able profpeét to the eye; and the want of ‘hads
contributing to the natural heat of the climate, ren-
ders it fo exceflive, that I have much 2do o fup~
2 port
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port it. | "Tis true, here.is, every'noon, the res
jrethment of  the' feasbreeze, without which it
would be impoflible to live; but no freth water,
but, what is preferved in the cifterns; of the rains
that fall 'in'the monthof September. The wox=
men of the town go'veiled frem head: to foot un-
der a black  crape, and being mix’d with a breed
of renegadoes, are’ faid to be many of them fair
and “handfome. . This city was befeged in 1270,
by Lewis king of France, who died under, the
walls - of iit, “of ' a peftilential fever. "' After his
death; Philip; his fon, and' our ‘prince’ Edward,
fon’ of Henry 1L raifed the frege on honours
able terms, It remained under its natural Afri-
can kings,- till betrayed into the hands of Barba~
roffa, admiral of Solyman'the Magnificent. ‘' The
oimparor Charles Vi expelied Barbaroffa, . but it
1s regovered by the ‘Turk, under the conduct of
Bafiy, in‘the-reign of Selim II. From that
tim& till ‘now, it has remained’ tributary to the
grand fignior, governed by a bey, who fuffers the
name gf {fubject to the Turk, but has renounced
the fubjeélion, being aldolute, and very feldom
paying any tribute. The great city of Bagdat is,
2t this time; in the fame’ circumftances ; and the
grand fignios connives at the lofs of thefe domini-
ons, for fedr of lofing even the titles of them.

2

I wexT very carly yefterday morning (after
one nizht’s repofe) to fee the ruins of Carthage.
~———TV'was, however, half broiled in the fun, ‘and
overfoyed to be led into one of the fubterrancan
anartments, which they called, The ffables of the
olephants, but which I cannot believe were ever de~
figned for that ufe. I found in many of them broken
picees of columns of fine marble, and fome of por-

phyry.
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phyry. I cannot think any body would take the
in{ignificant pains of carrying them thither, and
I cannot imagine fuch fine pillars were defigned
for ‘the ufe of: ftables. I am-apt' to believe they
were. fummer. apartments  under their palaces,
which the heat of the climate. rendered neceffary.
“Fhey are now ufed as granarics by the country
people. 'While I fat here, from the town of Tents
not far off, many of the women flocked in to fee
me, and we were equally entertained with vie-
ing one another. Their pofture in fitting, the
colour of their fkin, their laiik black hair falling
on each fide their faces, their features, and the
thape of their limbs, differ fo little from their
country-people’ the baboons, ’tis hard to fancy
them a diftiné} race; 1 could not help thinking
there had been fome ancient alliances between
them.

Wuen T was a little refrefhed by reft, and
fome milk and exquifite fruit they brought me, I
went up the little hill where once ftood the caftle
of Byria, and from thence I had a diftinét view
of the fituation of the famous city of Carthage,
which flood on an ifthmus, the fea coming on
cach fide of it. Tis now a marfhy ground on
one {ide, where there are falt ponds. ~ Strabo calls
Carthage forty miles in circumference. Tlhere
are now no remains of it, but what 1 have defcri-
bed; and the hiftory of it-is too well known to
want my abridgment of it. You fee, Sir, that
1 think you efteem obedience better than compli-
ments, I bave anfwercd your letter, by giving
you the accounts you defired, and have referved

- my thanks to the conclufion. [intend to leave

this place ‘to-morrow, and continue my journey
R3 through
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through Italy and France. In one of thofe 'placcs
1 hope to tell you, by word of mouth, that I am,

Your humble fervant, &%, &%.

L'ETTER XLV,

To the Countefs of

s Genoay, Aug’ 28.0. 8. 1718.

BE G your pardon, my dear fifter, that I did |

not write to you from Tunis, the only opportu~ =

nity 1 have had fince I 1éft Conftantinople. But

the heat there was fo exceflive, and the light fo

bad for the fight, T'was half blind by writing one

Jetter to the Abbot ,and durft not go to write,

many others I had defigned; nor indeed ‘conld

1 have cntertained you very well out of that bar~

Dbarcus country. I am now furrounded with fub-

jects of pleafure, and fo much charmedwith the

= ‘beauties of Italy, that I fhould think it a kind

.of ingratitude not to offer a little praife in return

for the diverfion I have had here. [.am in the

houfe of Mrs. D’Avenant at St. Pierre ’Aréna,

" and thould be very unjuft, not to allow her a fhare

of that praife I fpeak of, fince her good humour

and good company have very much contributed to
render this place agrecable to me.

GExNoa is fituated in a very fine bay ; and be
ing built on a sifing hill, intermixed with gar=
dens,
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dens, and beautified with ‘the moft excellent ar-
chiteture, gives a very fine profpect off at'fea ;
though it loft much of its beauty in my eyes, ha-
ving been accuftomed to that of Conftantinople.
The Genoefe tere once mafters of feveral iflands
in the Archipelago, and all that part of Conftan-
tinople which is now called Galata. ‘Their be-
traying the Chriftian caufc, by facilitating the
taking of Conftantinople by the Turk, deferved
what has fince happened to them, even the lofs
of all their conquefts on that fide to thofe infidels.
They are at prefent far from rich, and are de-
fpifed by the French, fince their doge was forced
by the Tate king:to go'in perfon to Paris, to afk
pardon for fuch a trifle as the arms of France o-
ver the houfe of the envoy, being fpattered with
dung in the night. This; 1 fuppofe, was done
by fome of the Spanith faction, which Rl makes
up the majority here, though they dare not open-
Iy declare it.  "The ladies affeét the French habit,
and - are more gentecl than thofe they imitate. 1
do.not doubt but the cuftom of Cizifbei’s has very
much improved their airs. ‘I know not whether
you ever heard of thofe animals. Upon my word,
nothing but my own eyes could have convinced
me there were any fuch upon carth. The fafhion
begun' here, and*is now -received all over Italy,
where the hufbands are not fuch terrible crea.
tures as we reprefent them. There are none a-
mong them fuch brutes, as to pretend to find
fault with a cuftom fo well eftablithed, and fo
politically founded, fince I am affured, that it
was an expedient, firft found ot by the fenate, to
put an end to thofe fan ily hatreds, which tore
their ftate to pieces, and to find employment for
thofe young men, who were forced to cut one

another’s
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another’s throats, pour paffer le temps ; and it has
fucceeded fo well, that fince the inftitution of
Cizifbei, there has been mothing but peace and
good humour amongft them. Thefe are gentle~
men who devote themfelves to_the fervice of @
particular lady. (I mean a married one,) {for the:
virgins are all invifible, and confined to convents
"They are obliged to wait on her to all publick
places, fuch as the plays, operas, and affemblies,
(which are called here Converfations) where they
wait behind ‘her chair, take care of her fan and,
gloves, if fhe plays, have the privilege of ‘whifpersy
E5'c—When {hie ‘goes out, they ferve her ina
flead of lacquies, gravely trotting by. her chair.,
"Pis their bufinefs to prepare for hera prefent a-
gainft any. day of publick appearance; not for=
getting that of her own name*; in fhort, they.
are to fpend all their time and money in her fer=
vice, who Tewards them accordingly (for oppar-
tunity they want none) but the huiband is not to
have the impudence to fuppofe ‘this any other than
pure Platonic friendfhip. "Tis true, they endea~
vour to give her a Cizitbei of their own chufing 3
ut when the lady happens not to be of the fame
tafte, as that often bappens, fhe never fails to
bring it about to have one of her own fancy. In
former times, one beauty ufed to.have eight or
ten of thefe humble-admirers but thofe days of
plenty and huwility are no more. Men grow
more fearce and faucy, and every lady is forced
to content herfelf with one at a time.

* You may fee in this place the glarions liberty of
a republick, or, more properly, an ariftocracy,
the common people being here as arrant flaves as

the
« That is, the day of the fiiutafter whom (he is called.
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the French; bat ithe old nobles pay little refpect
to the doge, who is but two years in his office,
and ‘whofe wife, at.that very ftime, affumes no
rank . above another neble lady.. Tis true, the
family of Andrea Doria (that great man, who
reftored them: that liberty they enjoy) have fome
particular privileges. When the fenate found it

neceflary to put a flep to the luxury of drefs, for-

bidding the wearing of jewels and brocades, they
left: them: at. liberty to make what expence they
pleafed. 1 look with great pleafure on the ftatue
of thar hero, which is in the court belonging to
the houfe of duke Doria. ' puts me in mind
of their palaces, which I can never defcribe as I
ought, Is it not enough that I fay, they are,
moft of them, the defign of Palladio ? The fireet
called Strada Nova, is perhaps the moft beauti=
ful line of building in the world. I muft parti-
cularly mention the vafl palaces of Durazzo,
thofe of the two Balbi, joined together by a mag-
nificent colonade, that of the: Imperiale at this
village of St. Pierre d’Arena, and another of the
Doria. The perfection of archite@ure, and the
utmoft profufion of rich furniture are to be feen

- here, difpofed- with the moft elegant tafte, and

Tavith magnificence. © But-Iam charmed with no-
thing fo much as the colletion of pitures by the
pencils of Raphael, Paulo Veronefe, Titian,
Caracci, Michael Angelo, Guido, and Correg-
gio, which two I mention laft as my particular fa-
vourites. I own, I can find no pleafure in ob-
jeéts of horror; and, in my opinion, the more
naturally a cracifix is reprefented, the more difa-
greeable itis.. Thefe, my beloved painters, {hew
nature, and fhew it in the moft charming light.

-1 was: particularly pleafed with a.Lucretia in the

houfe of Balbi; the expreffive beauty of that
¢ face
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face and bofom, gives all the pafion of pity and

admiration, that could be raifed in the foul, by
the fineft poem on that fubjeét. - A Cleopatra of

the fame hand, deferves to be mentioned 3 and I
fhould {ay'more of her, if Lucretia had not firft

engaged my eyes.=Here are alfo fome ineflimable
ancient *buftos.—The church of St. Lawrence is
built of black and white marble, where is kept
that. famous plate of a {ingle emerald, which is

not now permitted to be handled, fince a plot,

which, they fay, was difcovered, to throw:it on

the ‘pavement and break itsia childifh piece of

malice, which they aferibe to the king of Sicily,

to be revenged for their refufing to fell it to him.
The church of the annunciation is finely lined
with ‘marble ;" the pillars are of red and white
marble 5 that of St. Ambrofe has been very much
‘adorned! by the Jefuits 5 but, I confefs, all the
churches -appeared fo mean to me, after that of
Sanéta Sophia, I can hardly do them the honour
of writing down: their names. But I hope you
will own, I have made good ufe of my time, in
‘eeing fo-much, fince ’tis not many days that we
have been out of the quarantine, from which no

body is exempted coming from the Levant. Ours,
indeed, was very much fhortened, and vety a-
greeably pafs’d in Mrs. D’ Avenant’s company, in
the village of St. Pierre d’Arena, about a mile
from Genoa, in a houfe built by Palladio, fo well
defigned, and fo nobly proportioned, ’twas a plea-

to walk in it. ' We were vifited here only by
a few Englifh, in the company of a noble Ge-
noefe, commiflioned to fee we did not touch one
another. —1 {hall ftay here fome days longer,
and could oft wifh it were for all my life; but
mine, I fear is not deftined to fo much tranquillity.
Iam, & &

[ 202
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To the Countefs of

Turin, Sci)t. 12. ©0. 81718,

CameE in two days from Genoa, through fine
roads, to this place. - L'have already feen what
is fhewed to flrangers in the town, which, indeed,
is not worth a very particular defcription ; and
I have not refpect enough for the holy handker-

“chief; to {peak long of it.. The churches are

handfome, and fo is the king’s palaces but T have
lately feen fuch perfection of architeture, Tdid not
give much of my attention to thefe pieces:' The
town itfelf is fairly built, fituated in a fine plain
on the banks of the Po. At aJittle diftance from
it, we faw the palaces of La Venerie, and La
Valentin, both very agrecable retreats.  We were
lodged in the Piazza Royale, which is one of the
nobleft fquares I ever faw, with a fine portico of -
white ftone quite round Ve were immedi-
ately vifited by the Chevalier ———, whom you
knew in England, who, with gr civility, beg-
ged to introduce us at court, which is now kept,
at Rivoli, about a league from Turin. I went
thither yefterday, and had the honour of waiting
on the queen, being prefented to her by her firft
lady of honour. ' Ifound her majelty in a m -
nificent apartment, with a train of handfome la-
dies, all drefled in gowns, amongft which it was
cafy to diflinguifh the fair princels of Carignan.
The
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The queen entertained me with a world of fweet-
nefs and affability, and feemed miftrefs of a great
fhare of good fenfe. She did not forget to put
me in mind of her Englifh blood: and added,
that fhe always felt in herfelf a particular inclina-
tion to love the Englith. T returned her civility,
by giving her the title of majefty, as often asl
could, which, perhaps, fhe will' not have the
comfort of hearing many months longer.—The
king has a great deal of vivacity in his eyes; and
the young prince ‘of Piedmont is a very hand-
fome young man 3 but-the great devotion which
this court is, at prefent, fallen into, does not per- &
mitany of thofe entertainments proper for his
age. Proceflions and mafles are all the magnifiz
cence in fathion here; and gallantry s foerimi-
nal, that the poor Count of , who was our
acquaintance at London, is very ferioufly dif-
graced, for fome fmall overtures he prefumed to
make to-a maid of honour. I intend to fet out
to-morrow, and to pafs thofe dreadful Alps, fo
much talked of.—If I come ‘to the bottom, you
fhall hear of me.~~Y am, &&%c. &e. -

L B3 T oE RS XLV
To Mrs, T———s

Lyons, Sept. 25. O..S. 1718,

I RECEIVED, at myarrival here, both your ob-
A liging letters, and alfo letters from many'of
my other friends, defigned to Conftantinople,iand
fent
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furprifed to hear, my fifter

L

fent me from Marfeilles hither; our. merchait
there,” knowing we were upon our return.. L am
has left England.
I fuppofe what I wrote to her from Turin will be
Toft, and where to- dire& I know not, having no
account of her affairs from her own hand. For
my own part, I'am confined to my chamber, ha-
ving kept my bed till yefterday, ever fince the
17th, that T'came to this town, where I have had
{o terrible a fever, 1 believed, for fome time, that

ol

all my journies were ended here; and Ido not at.

alliwonder, that fuch fatigues as I have paffed,
fhould have fuch an effect. = The firft day’s jour-
ney from Turin to, Novalefle, is through a yvery
fine country, beautifully planted, and enriched
by art and ‘nature; The next day we bégan to
aicend mount Cenis, being carried in, little feats
of twifted ofiers, fixed upon poles, upon mens
fhoulders; our' chaifes staken to pieces, and laid

upon mules.

Thir prodigious profpect of mountains covered
with eternal fnow, of ‘clouds hanging far below
our feet, and of vaft cafcades tumbling down the
rocks with a confufed roaring, would have been

_entertaining to me, if I had fuffered lefs from the

extreme cold that reigns here. But the mifty
rains, which fall perpetually, penctrated even
the thick fur T was wrapped in; and I was half
dead with cold, before we got to the foot of the
mountain, which was not till two hours after
dark.  ‘This hill has a fpacious plain on the top
of it, and a fine lake there ; but the defcent is fo
fteep and flippery, ’tis furprifing to fee thefe chair-
men go fo fteadily ‘as they do. Yet I was not
half fo much afraid of breaking'my neck, as T was

Vor, III. S of
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of falling fick’; and the event has fhewed; that ¥
placed my fears right.

THE other mountains are now all paflable for
a chaife, and very fruitful in vines and paftures: |
Amongft them i a breed of the fineft goats in the
world. Acquebelle: is the laft, and foon after
we entered Pont Beauvoifin, the frontier town
of France, whofe bridge parts this kingdom, and
the dominions of Savoy. The fame night we ar-
rived late at this town, where [ have had nothing
to do, but to take care of my health. I think
myfelf already out of any danger ; and am deter-
mined, that the fore throat, which ftill remains,
fhall not confine me long. T am impatient to fee
the curiofities of this famous city, and more im- . |
patient to continue my journey to Paris, from
whence I hope to write you a more diverting let-
ter than ’tis poflible for “me to do now, with a
mind weakened by ficknefs, a head muddled with:
fpleen, from a forry inn, and a chamber cram-
med with mortifying obje€ts of apothecaries vials
and bottles.—I am, &’c. &% i,

LETTE R XLVIUL

To Mr. Pope.

Lyons, Sept. 28.. 0. 8. 1718
I RecrrveD yours here, and fhould thank you

for the pleafure rou feem to enjoy from my
teturn; but I can hardly forbear {:cing angry
at




at you, for rejoicing at what difpleafes me fo
mych.  You will think this bui an odd compli-
ment on my fide.  Pll aflure you, ’tis not from
infenfibility of the joy of feeing my friends; but
.when I confider, that I muft, at the fame time,
fee and hear a thoufand difagreeable impertinents ;
that L muft receive and pay vifits, make courtefies,
and offift at tea-tables, where I thall be half kill-
ed with queftions: and, on the other part, that
T am a creature that cannot ferve any body, but
with nfignificant good wifhes; and that my pre-
fence is not a neceffary good to any ene member
of my natiye country, I think 1 might much bet-
ter have ftaid where cafe and quiet made up the
happinefs of my indolent life.—I fhould certainly
be melancholy, if I purfued this theme one line
farther. 1 will rather fill the remainder of this
paper, with the inferiptions on the tables of
brafs, that are placed on each fide of the town-
houfe. ¢

. i ToA Bob £,

Maerevum. mofir ¢ : 2 : Jii s e :: Bquidem.
primama omnium, illam. cogitati o
quamn. maxime. prismam. occurfuram. mibi. provideo.
deprecor. ne. quafi. novam. iffam. rem. introduci. ex~
borrefeatis. fed. illa. potius. cogitetis. quam. multa.
in. hac. croitate. novata. fint. et. quidem. flatim. ab.
origine. urbis. noftre. in. quod. formas. flatufgue. res,
- noftva diducia. it

Quondam. reges. hanc. tenuere, urbem. ne. tamen.
domefticis. [ucceforibus. cam. tradere. contigits fuper-
wenere. alient. et. quidam. externi. ut. Numa. Romu-
lo. fuccefferit. ex. Sabinis. veniens. vicinus. quider.
Jed. tunc. externus. ut. Anco. Marcio. Prifeus: Tar-

S 2 quiniis-
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quinius. proprers temeratum, fanguinem. quod. patre. -
de. marato. Corinthio. natus. erat. et Tarquinienfi.
matfe. generofa. fed. inopis ut. qua. tali. marito. ne-
ceffe: habuerit. fo ¢ cum. domi. repellerciur. a.
erendiss honoribis. poflquams Romam. migravit.
vegnum. adeptuss efts huic. quogue. et.. filios nepotive.
cjus. nams etsbocointer. auctorass diferepat. incertus.
Servius: Tullius. fi. mofives. fequimur. captivas na=
s, acrefia. fi. tufeoss coehis quondams wivenne. foda-
Jiss el e ejus. cafiss. comes. pofiy
varia.. forfuna. exactuss cum. omnibus. reliquis. ce-
dianisexercitus. Etruria. exceffitemontem.. Geeliunt.
occupavits et av dices fuos Ceelios itas appellitatus.
mutatoque. nomine. nam. tufce. maflarna. ei, nomen. <
erat. ita. appellatus. off. ut. dixi ét. regnum. fumma.
cum. reip. utilitate. obtinuit. deinde. poftquam.: ar-
quini. Superbic mores. invifis civitatis nofires offe.
cwperunt. qua ipfius. qua. filiorum. ejus. nempe. per-
tafum. eff. mentes. regni. et ad. confules. annuos.
magifiratus. adminifizatio. reip. tranflata. eff. |

Luid. nunc. commemorem. diflature. koc. ipfo.
confilari. imperium. valentius. repertum. <apud. ma-
Jores. sigfros.:quo. ins afperionibus. belliss quts insei
wili. motu. difficiliore. enturs: aut. in. 7 .
plebis. crectos. tribunos. plebei, quid. o confiulibus. ad,
decemviros. tranflatum. imperium. [olutoque. poflea.
decemvirali. vegno. ad. confiles. rurfiss. vedivum. quid,
im w7z difiribistums confikaresmpetiym,
tribuncfgue. militum. “confulari. imperio. appellatos.
qui feni ot ofloni. creaventurs quid. communicatos.
poftremo. cum. plebe. honores. pon. imperi. folum. fod.
Jacerdotorum. quoque. jamfis narrem. bella. a. quibus.
cEperint. majores. noftri. et quo. procefferimus. e~
seot.nes siimsion infolentiors effes. videars ets qugfiff
Jaclationem.

=
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Jallationem. glorie. prolati.’ imperi. ultra. oceanum.
fed.illo. C. Porius. revertar. civitatem.

‘ Iy T AyB EAE,

ey sy o s iy e
2 da Ve movo 3t dives taug vt onos:
s, et patruus. Tio Gafar. oninem. flovem. ubigue.
coloniarum. acs municipiorum. bonorum. feilicet. viro-
v ek locupletiumi in. hac. curia. offe. voluit. quid.
ergo. non.. italicus. fenator. provincialis potior. eft.
Jam. vobise cum. banc. partem. cenfure. mea: appro-
bares cacpero. quid. de.ea. re. fentiam. vebus. offen-
dame. fed. ne. provinciales: quidenm. fi. modo. ornare.
curism. poterint. rejiciendss. puto.

Ornatiffima: ecce. colonia  walentifimagque.. . Rien-
nenfium. quam. longs. jam. tempore. fenatores. buic.
cutie. confert. ex.-quas colniai~inter. paucos.. eque=
s ardinis ornamentum. L. reffinmun: familia
me. diligo. etu hodieque. in. vebus. meis. detineo. v
lileri. fruanturs quafs. primo. facerdstiorim. gradu.
poff oo cumn. anniis. promoturi. dignitatis. fuc. in-

um prodiguum. quod. ante. in. domun.
4 dntalite quams colonia. fua. folidum. civi-
tatise Romanas: beneficivm. - confecuta. "off. idenn. de.
Jratresgiusepoffom, dicere. miferabili. quidem. inds

niffnoque. boc. cafu. ut. vobis. utilis.. fenators ffe.
nony poffit.

Tempus. oft. jom. Tiv Gafar. Germanice. detegere.
te patribus. conferiptis. quo. tendat. oratio. tua. jant.
eninsad. extremos, fines. Gallie. Navbonenfis: we-

S 3 Tot.
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Dot ecce. infignes juvenes. quots intuor. nin. e
gis. funt. penitendi. [enatorib. quam. penitet. Perfi-
cum. nobiliffimum, wirym. amicum.. meum.. inter.
imagines. majorum, [uorum. Allovogici. nomen.. Jo=
gere. quod, fi. bac. ita. confenti- is. quid- ultras
defideratis quam. ut. vobis. digito. demonfirem. folums.
ipfum. ultra. fines. provincie, Narbonenfis. jam. v~
bis. [enatores. mittere. quando. ex. Lugduno. habere.
705, noftris ordinis. wiros. non. penitet. timide. quis
dem. p. c. egreffiis. adfuetos. familiarefque. vobis. pro=
vinciarum. terinings. fums fed. defiricie. Jam. comate
Galli. caufa. agenda, off. in. qua. fii guis. hocw ine
tuetur. quod. bello. per. decem. annos. exercuerunt.
divon. julium. idem. opponat. centum. annorum. im=
msbilem. fidem. obfequinmque. multis. tripidis. rebus.
voftris. plufguam. expertum. illi. patriomes Drufo.
Germaniam. fubigenti. tutam. quicte. fua. [ecuram~
que. a. tergo. pacems prefiiterunt. et qiiden. -cum.
ad- cenfus. novo. tum. opere. et ine adfueto.. Galliis.
ad, bellum. avocatus. effét. qued. opus. quam. ayduns
Jit, nobis. puno. cum. maime. quamvis. nibil. wltyas
quam. ut. publice. note. fint. }ZIHAIIHIN'. noftre. ex«
quiratur. nimis. magno. experimento. cognofeimus. . -

I was alfo fhewed, without the gn}e of S’t." ]

Juftinus, fome remains of a Roman agueduéty.
and behind the monaftery of St. Mary, there are
the ruins of the imperial palace, where the em~
peror Claudius was born, and where Severus. li-
ved. The great cathedral of St. John is a good.
Gothic building, and. its clock: much: admired by
the Germans. In one of the moft confpicueus
parts of the town, is the late king’s ftatue fet
up, trampling upon mankind. I cannot forbear
faying one word here, of the French flatues (for
¥ never intend to mention any more of them),

with,
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with their gilded full-bottomed wigs. If their

king had intended' to exprefs, in one image, 7g-
norances ill tafte, and wanity, his feulptors could
have made no other figure, fo. proper, for that
purpofe, as this ftatue, which reprefents the =dd
mixture of an old beau, who'had a mind to be a
hero, with'a bufhel of ‘curled hair on his head,
and a gilt' truncheon in’ his hand.—The French
have been fo voluminous on the hiftory of this
town, I'need fay nothing of it. The houfes are
tolerably well guilr, and the Belle Cour well
planteéd, from whence is feen the celebiated
Joining of the'Soane and Rhone.

“ Ubi Rhodanus ingens amne pravapids fuit
¢ drarque dubitans quo fuos fluitus agar”

1 have had time to fee every thing with great lei-
fure, baving' been confined féveral days to this
town, by a fwellitig in my throat, the remains
of a fever, oceaioned by a cold T got in the damps
of the Alps.  'I'heé do@ors here threaten me
with all forts of diftempers, if I dare to leave
them ; but I, that know the obftinacy of it, think
it juft as poflible to continue my way to Paris,
with ity as to ‘go about the fireets of Lyons; and
am determined to purfue my journey to-motrow,
in fpite of do€lors, apothecaries, and fore throats.

WHEN you fee Lady R -, tell her 1 have
received her letter, and will anfwer it from Paris,
believing that the place that fhe would moft will.
ingly hear of.

- ¥ am, & €.

LET-
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L'ETTER XLIX,

To the Lady R:

Paris, O&. 16.-0.18. 1718,

I CaxnowT give my dear Lady B a better
proof of the pleaturel havein writing to her,
than chufing ;to do it in this feat: of variousa-
mufements, where Lam iaccableedwith vifits; and
thofe fo full of vivacity and compliments; that
’tis full employment enough to hearken, whether
one anfwers ot not. . The French baffudiefs at
Conftantinople, has a very confiderable and nu-
merous family here, who all come fo ice me, and
are never weary of making inquiries. The air of
Paris has already had a good effect on me s for I
was never in better health, though I have been
extremely ill all the road from Lyons to this place.
You may judge how agreeable the journey has.
been to me ; which did ‘not want, that addition
to make me diflike it. . I think nothing: fo terri=
ble as objects of mifery, except one had the God-
like attribute of being capable to redrefs them ;
and all the country villages of France fhew no~
thing elfe. While the poft-horfes are changed,
the whole town comes out to beg, with fuch mi-
ferable ftarv’d faces, and thin tattered clothes,
they need no other eloquence, to perfuade one of
the wretchédnefs of their condition, This is all
the French magnificence,still you come to Foun~
tainbleau, when you are fhewed one thoufand five
hundred rooms in-the king’s hunting palace.

The
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"The apartments of theroyal family are very large,
and richly gilt 5 but I faw nothing in the archi-
te€ture or. painting worth remembering. The
long gallery, built by Henry IV. has profpeéts of
all the king’s houfes. Its walls are defigned af-
ter the tafte of thofe times, but appear now very
mean.  The park is; indeed, fincly wooded and
watered, the'trees well grown and planted, and
in the fith-ponds are kept. tame carp, faid to be,
fome:of them, eighty ‘years of age. 'The late
king pafied fome months every year at this feat’s
and alli the rocks round it, by the pious fentences
infcribed on them, fhew the devotion in fafhion
at his court, which I believe died with him at
leaft; I fee no exterior marks of it at Paris, where
all peoples thoughts feemto be on prefent diver-
fion.

TuE fair of St. Lawrence is now in feafon.
You may be fure T have been carried thither; and
think it much better difpofed: than ours of Bar-
-tholomew. | The fhops being all fet in rows fo re-
gularly, and well lighted, ‘they made up a very
agrecable fpe@acle.  But I was not at all fatisfied
with the groflierte of their harlequin, no more than
with their mufick at the opera, which was abo-
minably grating, after being ufed to that of Ita~
dy. Their houfe is‘a booth, compared to that of
the Hay-market,*and the play-houfe not fo neat
as that of Lincoln’s-Inn-fields ; but then it muft
be owned, to their praifey their tragedians are
nd any of ours. I {hould hardly allow
Mis, O d a better place than to be confidante
to La I have feen the tragedy of Bajazet
{o well reprefented, thac I think our beft ators
can be only faid to fpeak, but thefe to feel ; and

“tis
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’tis certainly infinitely more moving to fee a man
appear unhappy, than to hear him fay that heis
fo, with a jolly face, and a ftupid fmirk in his
countenance.—4 propos of countenances, I muft
tell you fomething of the  French ladies; I have
feen all the beauties, and fuch (L can’t help
making ufe of the coarfe word): natfeous crea-
tures! fo fantaflically abfurd in their drefs! fo
monftroufly unnatural in their paints | their hair
cut fhort, and curled round their faces, and fo
loaded with powder, that it makes it look like
white wool ! and on their cheeks to their chins,
unmercifully laid on a fhining red japan, that
gliftens in'a moft flaming manner, fo that they
{eem to have no refemblance to human faces. I
am apt to believe, that they took the firft hint of
their drefs, from a fair fheep newly ruddled.
"Tis with pleafure I recolle& my dear pretty coun-
try-women : and if I was writing to any body elfe,
I {hould fay, that thefe grotefque daubers give me
f]zill a higher efteem of the natural charms of dear

ad
dours of her unfullied complexion.
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Iam, €, &',

P.S. 1 nave met the Abbe here, who de-
fires me to make his compliments to you.

LET-

’s auburne hair, -and the lively co- *
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To Mr. T

Paris, O&. 16. O. S, 1718,
YOU fee I'm juft to my word, in writing to

you from Paris, where I was very ‘much
furprifed to meet my fifter; I need not add, very
much pleafed.’ She as little expected to fee me
as Lher (having not received my late letters) 5
and- this meeting would fhine under the hand of
de Scuderie; but 1 fhall not ‘imitate his ftyle fo
far as to tell you how often we embraced, how
the inquired, z what odd chance I returned from
Conftantinople? * And I anfwered her by afking,
what adventure brought her to Paris 2 To fhorten
the ftory, all queftions, and anfwers, and excla-
mations, and compliments being over, we agreed
upon running about together, and have feen Ver-
failles, Frianon, Marli, and St. Cloud. We
had an order for the water to play for our diver-
fion, and I was followed thither, by all the Eng-
lith at Paris. I own, Verfailles appeared to me
rather vaft than beautiful; and after having feen
the exadt proportions of the Italian buildings, T
thought the irregularity of it fhocking.

Tz king’s cabinet of antiques and medals, is,
indeed, very richly furnifhed. Amongft that
colletion, none pleafed fo well as the apotheofis
of Germanicus, on a large agate, which is onc

of
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of the moft delicate pieces of the kind, that I re-
member to have feen. ' T obferved fome ancient
ftatues of great value.  But the naufeous flatte-
ry, and tawdry pencil of Le Brun, are equally
difgufting 'in the gallery. " T will not pretend to
defcribe to you the great apartment, the vaft va-
riety of fountains, the theatre, the grove of ZB-
{fop’s fables, &. all which you may “read very
amply particularized in fome of the French au-
thors, that have been paid for thefe deferiptions.
Trianon, in its littlenefs, pleaféd me better than
Verfailles ; Marli, better than cither of them, and
St. Cloud beft of all, having the advantage of the
Seine running at the bottom of “the gardens, the
great cafcade, &' © You may find information
in the aforefaid books, if you have any curiofity
to’ know the exa@ number of the ftatues, and
how many feet they caft up the water.

WE faw the king’s pictures in th> magnificent

houfe of the duke D’Antin, who has the care of .

preferving them till his majefty is of age. There
are not many but of the beft hands.’ Ilooked
with great pleafure on the archangel of Raphael,
where the fentiments of fuperior beings are as
well expreffed as in Milton. You won’t forgive
me, if I fay nothing of the Thuilleries, much
finer than our Mall; and the Cour, more agree~
able than our -Hide-Park, the high trees giving
fhade in the hotteft feafon. At the Louvre, I
had the opportunity of feeing the king, accompa~
nied by the Duke regent. He is tall, and well
fhaped, but has not the air of holding the crown fo
many years as his grandfather. ~And now Tam
fpeaking of the court, I muft fay, I faw nothing
in France, that delighted me fo much, as to fee

an




E %2ty 3

an Englifiman (at leaft a Briton) abfolute at Pa-
ris; I mean Mr. Law, who treats their dukes and
peers extremely de haut en bas, and is, treated by
them with the utmoft fubmiffion and refpeét.—
Poor fouls ! ‘This refle€tion on their abject fla-
very, puts me in mind of the place des victsires ;
but I will not take up your time, and my own,
with fuch defcriptions, which are too numerous.

In'general, I think Paris has the advantage of
London, ‘in the neat pavement of the flrects, and
the regular lighting of them at nights, in the
proportion of the flreets, the houfes being all
built of .ftone, and moft of thofe belonging to
people of quality, being beautified by gardens.
But we certainly may boaft of a town very near
twice as large 5 and when have faid that, I know
nothing elfe we furpafs it in. I fhall not conri-
nue herelong ; if you have any thing to command
me during my fhort ftay, write foon, and I fhall
take pleafure 1a obeying you.

7 I am, &, &,

TeE DB LT

To the Abbot

Dovery O&. 31. 0. 8. 1718,

AM willing to take your word for it, that I
fhall really oblige you, by letting you know,

as foon as poflible, my fafe paflage over the wa-
NoL Al i i ter.
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ter. I arrived this momn\g at Dover, after’be-~
ing tofled a whole night in the packet-boat, info
violent a manner, that ‘the mafter; confidering
the weaknefs “of his- vefel, “thought it proper to
remove the mail, and gave us notice of the dan-
rer. ‘We called a litele fithing-boat, which could
hanl]y make up tous; Jihiile Ak the people on
board us were crying to heaven. is hard to
imagine one’s felf in'a fcene of greater horror
1! on fuch an occalion: and yet; “fhall Town i
to you? though I'was not at al* willing to be
drowned; T could not forbear being entertained
at the double diftrefs of 'a fcllow—pnﬁ‘;nger‘ She
was’an Inglith lady-that I had met at Calais,
who defired me to let her go over with me in m
cabin. She had bought a fine point-head, which
fhe was contriving’ to. conceal from the cuﬁom-
houfe officers. When the wind grew high, and
our Jittle veffel cracked, fhe fell-very heartily to
her prayers, and thought wholly of ‘her foul.
When it f d to abate, fhe returned to the
¢ of her head-drefs, and addreffed her-
——— Dear madam, will you take care
€< of this point 2 if it [hould be loff ! Zlh, Lord,
“ave: fhall all be Iy I——Lord have me ey oniry
€€ foul " Pray, madzw, take care of this 'bead-
¢ drefs.”- "Ihis eafy tranfition from her foul to
her head-drefs, and the alternate agonies that
both gave her, made it hard to determine which
{he thought of greateft va But, however, the *
fcene was not fo di b'xt I was glad t6 get
rid of it, and be t ow,\ into the little boat,
though with fome hazard of breaking my neck.
It brought me fafe hither; and I cannot help
Jooking “with partial giss on ey native land.
That partiality was certzinly given us by nature,
t
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® to prevent rambling, the effeét of an ambitious

" Ttaly ate not fo well tafed a

b 29 3

thirft after knowledge, which we are not formed
t0.enjoy. . All we get by .it, is a fruitlefs  defire
of mixing the different pleafures and convenicn-
cies: which are given to the different paris of  th
woild, and cannot meet i any.one of ther
After [mmvv read all tl\“r1
1 ages I am. miftre

s
to.be found in the

and. having deeay
{ftudies, lmv) the eafy
ruddy milk-maid, who, u
he fermon,, with

) ty in ber head, by

g the fihools, who may be more
Izarned, yet, after oll, muft rémain ag ig;
nJ, after having Hrt of (Afia and ulnu:,

mofl made the to * of Europe,. I think (n

re happy, who verily be-
5 l( s delicious than M
(ruits have not
flayour as go Adzn pippins 5 that the [
a'ru
and that; in fhort, there is no perf Lc_‘ €njoy
of this life out of Old land. Ipray God 1
may think fo {or the reft of aud, fine
I muft 'r'c cont u'te\l wi'h our feanty allowance of

o; le, :
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To Mr. P

Dover; Nov. 1. 0. 8. 1718,

‘[ Have this minute received a letter of yours,
& fent me from Paris. 1believe and hope I fhall
very foon fee both you and Mr. Congreve ;. but as
Tam here in an_inn, where we flay to regulate
our march to London, bag and baggage, I fhall
employ fome of my lcifure time, in anfwering that
part of yours, that feems to require an anfwer.

I musT applaud.your good nature, in fuppo-
pofing, that your paftoral lovers- (vulgarly called
hay-makers) would have lived in everlafting joy
and harmony, if the lightning had not interrup=
ted their fcheme of happinefs. T fee no reafon to
imagine, that John Hughes and Sarah Drew, were
cither wifer or more virtuous than their neigh-
bours. That a well-fet man of twenty-five, fhould
have a fancy to marry a brown woman' of eigh-
teen, is nothing marvellous ; and I cannot help
thinking, that had they married, their lives would
have paffed in the common track with their fel-
Jow parifhioners. His endeavouring to. fhield
her from a ftorm, was a natural action, and what
he would have certainly done for his horfe, if he
had been in the fame fituation. Neither am I of
opinion, that their fudden death was a reward of
their mutual virtue. . You know the Jews were
reproved for thinking a village deftroyed by fire,
more wicked than thofe that had efcaped the thun-
der.
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der. Time and chance happen to all, men.
Since you defire me to try my fkill in an epi-
taph, I think the following lines perhaps ‘more
juft, though not fo poetical as yours.

Here lies Sobn Hughes, and Sarah Drew ;
Perbaps you'll fay, Whats that to you 2
Believe tne, friend, much may be faid

On that poor couple that are dead.

On Sunday next they fhould pave married ;
But fee how oddly things are carried !

On Thurfday laft it vain'd and Jighten'd,
Thefe tender bovers fadly fighten'd,
Shelter’d bencath the cocking bay,

dn bopes to pafs the time away.

But the BOLD THUNDER Jound them out,
(Commiffin’d for that end 55 doul)

And [eizing on their trembling breath,
Ca;/gn’d them to the fhades of death.

Who knows if*twwas not kindly done ?

For bad they feen the next year’s fun,

A beaten wife and cuckold ' fwain

Had joinly curs'd the marriage chain »

Now they are happy in their doom,

EOR POPE HAS WROTE UPON THEIR ToMs.

Tconrrss, thefe fentiments are not altoge~
ther fo heroick as youts ; but I hope you will for-
give them in fayour of the two laft lines. You
fee how much I efteem the honour you have done
them; though I am not very impatient to’ have
the fame, and had rather continue to be your ftu~
Pid Jiving humble fervant, than be celebrated by
all the pens in Europe.

T IwouLn




fi2ge 4

I-wouLp write to Mr. C. 5 but fup~
pofe you will read this to him, if he inquires after
me,

"ExD of the THirD VOLUME.
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To Lady ———

January 13. 1715-16:

frer all, by your letter of yefterday,

E D—— is refolved to mairythe old
greafy curate.  She was always high-church

in an exceffive degree; and, you know, fhe ufed
to fpeak of Sacheverel as'an apoftolic faint, who
was worthy to fit in the fame place with St. Paul,
if not a ftep above him. 1t is a matter, however,
very doubtful to'me,” whether it is not ftill more
the man, than the apgfle that Mrs. D looks to
in the prefent alliance. Though at the age of
forty, fhe is, 1 affure you, very far from being
cold and infenfible; her fire may be covered with
athes, but it is not extinguifhed.——Don’t be de-
ceived, my dear, by that prudith and fan&ified
air. -Warm devotions is no equivocal mark of
warm paflions ; befides, I know it is a fad, (of
which I have proofs in hand, which I will tell you
by word of mouth) that our learned and holy prude
is exceedingly difpofed to ufe the means, fuppofed
in the primitive command, let what will come of
the end. The curatg indeed is very filthy.——
Such a red, fpungy, warty nofe ! Such a fquint!
3 ; ——1In

*® This and the following letters are now firft publifhed.

i
i
i
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aftical hiftory, which will
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——1In fhort, he is ugly beyond expreffion ; and,
what ought naturally to render him peculiarly dif-
pleafing to one of Mrs. D———s conflitution
and propenfitics, he is ftricken in years.  Nor do
I really know how. they will live. “He has but
forty-five pounds a-year {he but a trifling fum;
fo that they arelikely to feafl upon Jove and ecclefi-
be veryempty food, with-
out a proper. mixture of beef and pudding, Lhave,
however, engaged our friend, who is the curate’s
landlord, to give them a good leafe; andif Mys.
, inftead of fpending whele days in read-
ing Collicr, Hicks, and vile tranflations of Plato
nd Epictetus, will but form the refolution of
ng care of her houfe, and minding her d
things may po tolerably. It is not likely that their.
tender lyves will give them many feweet babes to
provide for. .

T meT the lover yefterday, going to the ale~
houfe in his dirty night-gown, with a book under.
his arm, to entertain the club; and, as Mrs. D——
was with me at the time, I pointed out to her the
charming creature : {he blufhed, and looked prim;
but quoted a paflage out of Herodotus, -in which
it is faid that the Perfians wore long night-gowns.
There is really no more accounting for the tafte in
marriage of many of our fex, than there is for the
appetite of your neighbour mifs S—y, who makes
fuch wafte of chalk and charcoal, when they fall
in her way. g

As martiage produces children, fo children pro-
duce care and difputes; and wrangling, as is faid
(at leail by old bachelors and old maids) is one

of the fweets of the conjugal ftate. You tell me
that
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that our friend Mrs. —— s, at length, blefled
with a fon, and that her hufband, who is a great
philofopher, (if his own teftimony is to be de~
pended upon) infifts on her fuckling it herflf.
You afk my advice on ‘this matter; and, to give
it you frankly, I really think that Mr. ’s de=
mand is unreafonable, as his wife’s conflitution is
tender, and heér temper fretful. A true philofo-
pher would confider thefe circumftances; but a pe-
dant is always throwing his fyflem in your face,
and applies it equally to all things, times and pla=
ces, juft like a raylor who would make a coat out
of his own head, without any regard to the bulk
or figure of the perfon that muft wear it. All thofe

* fine-[puin arguments that he has drawn from na-

ture, to ftop your mouths, weigh, I muft own to
you, but very little with me.  This fame Nuzure
is, indeed, a fpecious word, nay there is a great
deal in it, if it is properly underitood and applied 5
butd cannot bear to hear people ufing it, to Juitify
what common fenfe muft difavow. Is not nature
modified by art in many things 2 Was it not de-

_figned to be fo? And is it not happy for human

fociety, that it is fo 7 Would you like to fee your
hufband 'let his beard grow, until he would be
obliged to put the end of it in his pocket, becaufe
this beard is the gift of nature? The inftin&s of
nature point out neither taylors, nor Wweavers, nor
‘mantua-makers, nor fempfters, nor milleners; and
yet I am very glad that we do not run naked like
the Hottentots. But not to wander ffom the fub-
je@t—I grant that nature bas furnithed the mother
i k to nourifh her child; but I mantain, at
the fame time, that if the can find better milk elfe-
where, fhe ought to prefer it without hefitation.
Tdon’t fee why fhe fhould have more feruple to do

this,
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this, than her hufband has to leave the clear founs
tain which nature gave him, to quench his thirft,
for ftout otober, port, or claret. Indeed, if Mrs.
was a buxom, fturdy woman, who lived
on plain food, took: regular exercife, enjoyed pro-
per returns of reft, and was free from violent paf-
fions (which you and I know is not the cafe) fhe
might be a good nurfe for her child ; but, as mat-
ters ftand, 1 do verily think, that the milk of a
good comely cow, ‘w{\o feeds quictly in her mea-
dow, never devours ragouts, nor drinks ratifia,
nor frets at quadrille, nor fivs up_till three in the
morning, elated with gain, ordejected with lofs;
1 do think, that the milk of fuch a cow, or of a
nurfe that came as near it as poffible, would be
likely to nourifh the young fquire much'better than -
hers. If it be true that the child fucks in the
mother’s paffions with her milk, this is a ftrong
argument in favour of the cow, unlefs you may
be afraid that the young fquire may become a ealf
but how many calves are there both in ftate’ and
church, who have been brought up with their mo-
ther’s milk ? 2

I promi1sE faithfully, to communicate to no
mortal, the letter you wrote me laft.—What you
- fay of two of the rebel lords, I believe to be true;
but I can do nothing in the matter.—If my pro-
jets don’t fail in the execution, I {hall fee you bew *
fore a month paffes. Give my fervice to Dr. Black-
beard.—He is a good man, but I never faw in my
life, fuch a perfecuting face cover a humane and
tender heart. I imagine (within myfelf) that the
Smithfield priefts, who burned the proteftants in
the time of Queen Mary, had juft fuch faces as
the dofor’s. 1f we were papilts, I {hould 1l]i'kc:
im
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him very much for my confeflor ; his feeming au~
fterity would give you and I a great reputation for
fanétity; and his good, indulgent heart, would be
the very thing that would fuit us, in the affair of
penance and ghoftly direction.

Farewell, my dear Lady, &%, &5

EOESTO iR R 1AV,

“To the Abbot

Vienna, ‘Jan. 2..0. S. 1917,

AM really almoft tired with the life of Vien-

. na, Lam not, indeed, an enemy to diflipd-
tion and hurry, much lefs to amufement and plea-
fure; but I cantiot endure, long, even pleafure,
when it is fetter’d with formality, and afflumes
the air of {yftem. *Tis true, [have had here fome
very agreeable connexions; and, what will perhaps
furprife you, I have particular pleafure in my Spa-
nifh acquaintances, count Oropefa and general
Puebla. Thefe two noblemen are much in the
good graces of the emperor, and yet they feem to
be brewing mifchief. The court of Madrid can-
not refle€t, without pain, upon the territories that
were cut off from the Spanith monarchy by the
peace of Utrecht; and it {eems to be looking wifh-
fully out, for an opportunity of getting them back
again. That is a matter about which I trouble
Vou. 1V, U myfelf




. [ 236 ]

myfelf very litdle 3 Tet the court be in the right or
in thé wrong, I like mightily the two counts its
minifters. 1 dined with them both fome days ago

_at count Wurmbrand’s, an aulic counfellor, and

a man of letters, whe is univerfally efleemed here.
But the firft man at this court, in point of know-
Tedge and abilities, is certainly count Schiick, high
chancellor of Bohemia, whofe immenfe reading is
accompanied with a fine tafte and a folid judg-
meént ; he is a declared enemy to prince Eugene,
and a warm friend to the honeft hot-headed mar-
{hal Staremberg. = One of ‘the moft accomplifhed
men I have feen at Vienna, is the young count
‘Tarracco, who accompanies the amiable prince of
Portugal. T am almoft in love with them both,

and wonder to fee fuch elegant manners, and fuch
free and generous fentiments in two young men
that have hitherto feeh nothing but their own
country. The count is juft fuch a Roman-catho-
lick as you; he fucceéds greatly with the deyout
beauties here; 'his firft overtures in gallantry are
difguifed under the lufcious flrains of fpiritual
low, that were fung formerly by the fublimely
voluptuous Fen mn, and the tender madam Gui-
on, who-turned the fire ‘of carnal love to divine
objets: thus the count begins with the fpiriz, and
ends generally with the/u /b, when he makes his
addrefles to holy virgins.

Ium ADE acquaintance yefterday with the famous
poct Roufleau, who lives here under the pecaliar
protetion of prince Eugene, by whofe liberality
he fubfifts. He paflts ‘here for a free-thinker,
and, what is fHll worfe in my efteem, for'a man
whofe heart does not feel the encomiums he gives
to virtue and honour in his‘poems.. T like his odes

mightily;
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mightily; they are much fupérior to the lyric
productions of our Englith poets,. few of whom
have made any figure in that kind. of poetry. I
don’t find that learned men abound here ; there
s, indeed, a prodigious number of alcl
Vienna; the philofspber’s flone is the g1
of zeal and fciénce ;. and thofe who
reading amd capacity than the vu
ed their fuperflition (fhall I call it?) or f
fm, ‘from religion to chymiltry 5 and they
lieve in a new kind of tranfubflantiation, wh
i3 defigned to make the laity as rich as the othe
kind has made the pricfthood. 'This peftilent
pailion has already. ruined feveral great ho
Bacre s fcarcely a man of opulence or fathion,
“that has not an alchymift in his fervice; and even
the emperor is fuppofed to be no enemy to this
folly, in fecret, though' he has pretended to dif-
coyrage it in publick. X

Prince Eucrne was fo polite as to thew me
Tis libmry yefterds we found him attended by
Roufleau, and his favourite count Bonneval, who
is a man of wit, and is here thought to be a very
bold and enterprifing {pirit. ' ‘Lhe library, though
not very-ample, is well chofen ; but as the prince
will admit into it no editions but what are beau-
tiful and pleafing to the eye, and there are, ne-
verthele(s, numbers of excellent books that are
but mdifferently printed, this finikin and foppifh
tafte makes many difagrecable chafims in this col-
lection. The books are pompoufly bound in Tur-
key leather; and two of the moft famous book-

* binders of Paris, were exprefly fent for to do this
work.  Bonneval pleafantly told me, that there
were feveral quartos on the art of war, that were

U 2 bound
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botind with the fkins of fpabis and janizaries ; and
this jeft, which was indeed elegant, raifed a {mile
of pleafure on the grave countenance of the fa-
mous warrior. The prince, who is a connoifieur
in the fine arts, fhewed me, with particular plea-
fure, the famous colle€ion of portraits that for-
merly belonged to Fouquet, and which he pur-
chafed at an exceffive price. He has augmented
it with a confiderable number of new dcquifiti-
ons; fo that he has now in his pofieflion fuch a
colletion in that kind, ‘as* you will fearcely find
in any ten cabinets in Europe. 1f I told you the
number, you will fay that T make an indifcreet
ufe of the permiffion to lie, which is more ot lefs

did-

Couxnt TarrRAcCO is juft come im—He is
the only perfon T have excepted, this morning, in
my general order to receive no company.—I think
1 fee you frhile ;—but I dm'not fo far gone as to
ftand in need of abfolution; though, as the hu-
man heart is deceitful, and the count very agree-
able, you may think, that even though.1 fhould
not want an abfolution, 1 would, neverthelefs, be
glad to have an indulgence.—~No fuch thing.—
However, asI'am a heretic, and you no confeflor,
1 fhall make no declarations on this head.—The
defign of the count’s vifit is a ball ;—more plea-
fure.~1 fhall be furfeited.

Adieu, &%

LET-

given to travellers, by the indulgence of the c;{“
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LD TR R LV
To Mr. P——.

Sept. 1. 1717+
‘ N THENI wrote to you laft, Belgrade was in
the hands of the Turks; but, at this pre-
and is in
the hanils of the imperiakits. A janizary, who,
in nine days, and yet without any wings but what
2 panic terror feems to have furnithed, arrived at
Conftantinople from the army of the Turks before
Belgrade, brought Mr. W- - the news of a com-
plete victory obtained by the imperialifts, com-
manded by prince Eugene, over the Ottoman
troops. It is faid, the prince has difcovered great
condué and valour in this action 3 and. am par-
ticularly glad that the voice of glory and duty has
calld him from the———(kere feveral awords of
the manufeript ave effaced.)——Two days after the
battle, the town furrendered.. The confternation,
which this defeat has oceafioned here, is inexpre(~
fible ; and the faltan, apprehending a revolution,
from the refentment and ‘indignation of the peo-
ple, fomented by certain leaders, has begun his
precautions, after the goodly fathion of this blefled
government, by’ ordering feveral perfons to be
ftrangled, who were the objects of his royal Tufpi-
cion. He has alfo ordered his treafurer to advance
fome months pay to the janizaries, which feems
the lefs neceflary, as their conduét has been bad
in this campaign, and their licentious ferocity
feems pretty well tamed by the publick contempt.
U Such

fent moment, it has changed mafter




Such of them 25 return in ftraggling and fugitive
partics to the metropolis, have not {pirit nor credit
cnough to- defend themfelves' from the infults
of the mob; the very children taunt them, and
the populace fpit in their faces as they pafs. . They
refufed, during the battle, to lend their afliftance
to fave the baggage and the military cheft, which,
however, were defended by the bathaws and their

retinue, while the janizaries and fpahis were nobly -

employed in plundering their own camp.

You fee here, that I give you a very handfome
return for your obliging letter. You entertain
me with a moft agreeable account of your amiable
cofinexions with men of letters and tafte, and of
the delicious moments you pafs jn their fociety
under the rural fhade; and T exhibit to you, in
feturn, the barbarous fpectacle of 'Furks and Ger
mans cutting one another’s throats. But what
can you expect from fuch a country as this, from
which the mufes have fled, from which letters
feem eternally banifhed, and in which you feg,
in private fcenes, nothing purfued as happinefs,
but the refinements of an indolent voluptuouf=
nefs, "and where  thofe-who aét upon the publick
theatre live in uncertainty, fufpicion, and terror ?
Here, pleafure, to which T.am no cnemy, when it
is properly feafoned, and of a good compolfition,
is furely of the cloying kind. Veins of wit, ele-

»gant converfation, ealy commerce, are unknown
among the Turks 5 and yet they feem capable of
all thefe, if the vile fpirit of their government
did not ftifle genius, damp curiofity, and fupprefs.
an hundred paflions, that embellith and render
life.agreeable.  The lufcious paflion of the. fera-.
alio, is the only one almoft that is gratified here

4 to,
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to the full ; but it is blended . fo with the farly
{pirit of defpotiim in-one of the parties; and with
the dejection and anxiety which this fpirit produ-
ces in the other, that, to oneof my way of think-
Adng,/ it canhnot ' appear otherways than as a very
mixed kind of enjoyment.. The women here are
mot, indeed, {o clofely confined as many have re-
lated 5 they cngoy 2 high degree of liberty, even
in the bofom of fervitude; and they have methods
of evafion and difguife, that are very favourable
to gallantry 5 but, afterrall, they are fill under
uneafy apprehentions of being. difcovered ; and 2
difcovery expofes them to the moft mercilefs rage
of jealouly, which is here a monfter that cangiot
be fatiated but with blood. The magnificence
and riches that reign in the apartments of the la-
dies of falhion here, feem to be one of their chief
pleafures, joined with their retinue of female
flaves, ‘whofe mufick, (z cing, and drefs, amufe
them highly; but there is fuch an air of. form and
Riflniefs amidft this grandeur, as hinders it from
pleafing me at long-run, however I dazzled
with'it at firft fighe. " ‘This ftifinefs and formality
of manners, are peculiar to the ’
for the Grecian belles: are of quite rnothér ch

racter and complexion ; with them, pleafure ap-
pears in more engaging forms, and their perfons,
manners, converfation and amufements, are very
far from being deftitute of elegance and eafe.—

T ——

urkifh Jadi

I RECE1VED the news of Mr. Addifon’s being
declared fecretary of flate with the lefs furprife,
in that I know that poft was almoft offered to him
before. . At that time he declined it; and I really
believe, that he would have done well to have dé- ,
elined it now. ' Such a poft as thaty and fuch a

; wife
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wife a3 the Countefs, ‘do not feem to be, in pru-
dence, eligible for a man that is afthmatic 3 and
we may fee the day, when he will be heartily glad
to refign them both. It is well that he laid afide
the thoughts of the. voluminous dictionary, of
which T'have heard you, or fomebody elfe frequent-
ly make mention. But no more on that fubjeét ;
I would not have faid fo much, were I not aflu~
red, that this letter will come fafe and unopened
to hand. I long much to tread upon Englith
ground, that T .may fee you and Mr. Congreve,
who render. that. ground. claffic ground ; mor will
you refufe our prefent fecretary a part of that me-
tit, whatever reafons you may have to be diffatis-
fied ‘with him in other refpeéts. You are the
three happieft poets I ever heard of 5 one a fecre-
tary of flate, the other enjoying leifure, with dig-
nity, in two' lucrative émployments ; and you,
though your religious profeffion is an obftacle to
court promotion, and difqualifies you from filling
civil employments, have found the philofophers
flone ; fince, by making the Tliad pafs through
your poetical erucible into an Englifh form, with-
out lofing aught of its original beauty, -you have
drawn the golden curtent of Pactolus to T'wicken-
ham. I call this finding the philofophers ftone,
fince you alone found out the{ecret, and nobody
elfe has got into it. A n and T I tried
it, but their experiments failed 5 and they loft, if
, at leaft a certain portion of their
while you touched the mantle
of the divi ard, and imbibed his fpirit. 1 Hope
we fhall have the Odyfley foon from your happy
hand ; and I think I fhall follow with fingular

pleafure the traveller Ulyfles, who was an_ obfer—

ver of men and manners, when be travels in yous
harmonious
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harmonious numbers. I love him much bettér
than the hot-headed fon of Peleus, who bullied
his general, cried for his miftrefs, and fo on. It
is true, the excellence of «the Iliad does not de-
pend upon his merit or dignity ; but I'wifh, ne-~
verthelefs, that Homer had chofen a hero fome-

_ what lefs pettith and lefs fantaftic: 2 perfect hero

is chinterical and unnatural, and confequently un-~
inflruétive 3 but it is alfo true, that while the
epic hero ought to be drawn with the infirmitics
that are the Jot of humanity, he ought never to
be reprefented as extremely abfurd.  But it be-
comes me ill to play the critic; fo I take my leave
of you for this time, and defire you will believe
me, with the higheft efteem,

4 Yours, &c.

*LETTER LVL

To the Countefs of

Saturday: Flovence.

I SET out from Bologne the moment I had fi-
nifhed the letter I wrote you on Monday laft,
and {hall now continue to inform you of the things
that have ftruck me moft in this excurfion. Sad
roads—-hilly and rocky—between Bologna and
Fieren-

% As this letter is the fupplement to a precéding one, which
is pot comé to the hands of the editor, it was probably, on
that account, fent without a date. It feems evidently to’ have
besn wiiteen after Lady L. . M. bad fixed her refidence in
tal ly.
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Fierenzuola. - Between this latter place and Flo-
rence, I went out of my road-to vifit the mona-
“ftery of La 'Crappe, which is of French origir,
and one of the moft auftere and felf-denying or-
ders I bave met with: In this gloomy retreat, it
gave me pain to.obferve the infatuation of men,
who have devoutly reduged themfelves to a much
worfe condition than that of the beafts. Folly,
you fee, is the lot of humanity, whether it arifés
in the flowery paths of pleafure, or the thorny
ones of an ill-judged devotion.  But of the two
forts of fools, T thall always think that the merry
one has the moft eligible fate ‘and I cannot well
form a notion of that fpiritual and ecftatic joy,
that is mixed with fighs, groans, hunger and
thirit, and the other complicated miferies of mo-
naftic difcipline. 1t is a ftrange way of going to
work for happinefs, to excite an enmity between
foul and body, which nature and providence have
defigned to live together in an union and friend-
thip, and which we cannot feparate like man and
wife, when they happen to difagree. The pro-
found filence that is enjoined upon the monks of
La Trappe, is a fingular circumftance of their un-
fociable and unnatural difcipline ; and>were this
injunétion never to be difpenfed with, it would be
needlefs to vifit them in any other charaQer than
as a collection of ftatues ; Zut the fuperior of the
convent fufpended, in our favour, that rigorous
law, and allowed one of the. mutes to converfe
with me, and .anfwer. a few difcreet queftions.

He told me, that the monks of this order in

France, are ftill more auftere than thofe of Italy,
as they never tafte wine, fleth, fifh, or eggss but
live entircly upon vegetables. * The ftory that is
told of the inflitution of this order, is remarkable,

and
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and is well attefted, if my information: be good.
Its founder was a French nobleman, whofe name
was Beuthillier de Rance,. a man of pleafure and
gallantry, which were converted into the deepeft

gloom of deyotion by the following incident. His *

affairs obliged him to abfent himfelf for fome time,
from a lady with whom he had lived in the moft
intimate and tender connexions of fuccefsful love.,
At his return to Paris, he propofed to furprife her
agreeably, and, at the fame time, to fatisfy his

' own impatient defire of feeing her, by going di-

reétly, and without ceremony, to her apartment
by a back-ftair, which he was well acquainted

~ with.—But think of the fpectacle that prefented

itfelf to him at his entrance into the chamber that
had fo often been the fcene of lovels higheft rap-
tures | his miftrefs dead—dead of the fmail-pox
——disfigured beyond expreflion—a loathfome
mafs.of putrified matter—and the furgeon fepa-
rating the head from the body, becaufe the coffin
had been made too fhort ! He ftood for a mo-
ment motionlefs in 2mazement, and filled with
horror: and. then retired from the world, fhut
himfelf up in the convent of La Trappe, where he
pafled the remainder of his days in the moft cruel
and difconfolate devotion. -Let us quit this fad
{ubject.

I must not forget to tell you, that before I
came to this monaftery, I went to fee the burning
mountains near Fierenzuola, of which the natu=
raliffs fpeak as a great curiofity. The flame it
fends forth is without fioke, and refembles bran-
dy fet on fire.. The ground about it is well culti-
vated, and the fire appears only in one fpot where
there is a cavity, whofe circumference is fmall,

but
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but in it are feveral crevices whofe depths are un-
known. It is remarkable, that when a piece of
wood is thrown into this cavity, though it cannot
pafs through'the crevices, yet it is .confumed in a
rhoment ;- and that:though the:ground about it be
perfedly cold, ‘yet if a ftick be rubbed with any
force againft/it; 1t emits a flame, which, however,
is neither hot nor durable like that of the volcano.
If you defire a more circumitantial account of this
phénomenon, and have made a fufficient progrefs
in Italian,. to read father Carazzi’s defcription of
it, you need not be at a'lofs, for I'have fent this
defcription to Mr. F——=—, and' you have only to
afk it of him. After obferving the volgano, I
ferambled up all the neighbouring hills, partly on
horfeback, partly on foot, but could find nove-
ftige of fire in any of them ; though common' re-

port would make one believe that they all contain,

volcanose

I nope you have not taken it in your head
to expect from me a defeription of the famous
gallery here, where I arrived on Thurfday st
noon j this would be requiring a volurhe inftead
of a letter; befides I have asiyet feen but a part
of this immenfe treafure,: and [ propofe employ-
ing fome weeks more to furvey the whole. . You
cannot imagine any fituation more agreeable than
Florence. It lies ‘in a fertile and {miling valley
watered by the Arno, which runs through the
city ; and nothing can furpafs the beauty and
maguificence of its publick buildings, particu-
larly the cathedral, whofe grandeur filled me with
aftonifhment. The palaces, fquares, fountains,
fatues, bridges, do not only carry an afpect full of
elegance and greatnefs, but difcover a tafte quite

different,




|
%
|

{
|
|
!
i

[ a4t 1

different, in kind, from that which reigns in the
publick edifices in other: countries. ‘L'he more I
tee. of Italy, the more I am-perfuaded that the
Ttalians have a flyle (if I rmay ufe that expreffion)
in every thing, which diftinguifhes them almott
eflentially from all other Europeans.  Where they
have got it,~~—whether from natural genius or
ancient imitation and inheritance, I fhall not ex-
amine ; but the fact is certain. I have been but
one: day in the gallery, that amazing repofitory of
the moft precious remains of antiquity, and which
alone is Auflicient to immortalize the illuftrious
houfe of Medicis, by whom it was built, and
enriched as we now fee it. I was fo impaticat to
fee: the famous Venus of Medicis, that I went
haftily through fix apartments, in order to get a
fight of this divine figure, purpofing, when I
had fatisfied this ardent curiofity, to return and
yiew the reft at my leifure. As I, indeed, paf-
fed through the great room which contains thé
ancient f{tatues, I was {topped fhort at viewing
thé  Antinous, which they have placed nesr that

~of Adrian, to revive the remembrance of their

prepofterous foves 3 which, I fuppofe, the Flo-
rentines rather look upon as an objed of envy,
than of .hortor and difguft. This flatue, like
that of the Venus de Medicis, {purns defeription :
fuch figures my eyes never beheld.—I can now un-
derftand, that’ Ovid’s comparing a fine woman to
a ftatue, which I formerly thought a very difobli-
ging fimilitude, was the niceft and higheft picce
of flattery. The Antinous is entirely naked; all
its parts are bigger than nature ; but the whole,
taken together, and the fine attitude of the figure,
carry fuch an expreffion of cafe, elegance and
grace, as no words can defcribe.  'When I faw

Vor. IV. X the
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the Venus I was rapt in wonder,—and I could
not help cafling a thought back upon Antinous’
They ought to be placed together ; they are
worthy of each other.—If marble could fee and
feel, the feparaticn might be prudent,—if it could
only fee, it would certainly lofe its coldnefs, and
learn to feel, and, in fuch a cafe, the charms of
thefe two figures would produce an effect quite
oppofite to that of the Gorgon’s head, which
turned fleth into ftone. Did g pretend to ! deferibe
to you the Venus, it would only fet your imagi-
nafion -at work to form ideas of her figure ; and
your. ideas would no more refemble that figure,
than the Portuguefe face of Mifs - , who has:
enchanted our knight, refembles the fweet and
graceful countenance of lady ,~his former
ﬂﬁ\m‘ The defeription” of a face or figure, is a
needlefs thing, as it never conveys a true idea 3 it
only g 1ﬁu the nmnutmn with a fantaftick
one, “until- the real one is feen. So, my dear, if
you have a mind toform a true notion of the di-
vine forms and features of the Venus and Anti-
nous, come to Florence.

I woulLp be glad tooblige you and your friend
Vertue, by exccuting your commiflion with re-
fpeét to the fketches of Raphacl’s cartoons at
J.\mpmn -court 5 but I cannot do it to.my {atis-
ion. . I have, indeed, tlcn, in the grand duke’s
sollection, four picces, in which that wonderful
artift -had thrown freely from his p'mil the firft
choubht and rude lines of fome of. thefe Compo-
fitions 3 and as. the firft thoughts of a great genius
are’ precious, thefe pchLs attradled my curiofity
in a particulgr manner 3 but when I went to.exa-
niine them clofely, 1 founq them fo damaged and

effaced,
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«effaced,  that thcy did not at all anfwer my ex-
pectation. Whether this be owing to negligence
or envy, I ‘cannot fay ; I mention the ]anu, be-
catfe it is notorious, that many of the modern
painters have difcovered ignoble marks of envy at
a ‘view of the inimitable producions of the an-
cients. Inflead of employing their art to pre
ferve the mafterpicces of antiquity, they have en-
deavoured to deftroy and efface many of them.
1. have feen with my own eyes an e vident proc
of this at Bologna, where the greatelt part of
pnntm in frefco on the walls of the cor
of St, Michael in' Bofco, dene by the (‘«-ruzcx,
and Guido Rhepi, have been ruinéd by the paitit-
«ers, who, after having copied fome of the findlt
‘heads, feraped them almoft entirely out with nails
Thus, you fee, nothing is exempt from human
malignity.

THE word n\alig*ﬁtv, and a paflage in
letter, call to my mind the wicked wafp of Twi
Teenhams his. lies affc@ me now no
will' be all as much defpifed a
feraglio and the handkerchief, of wh
fuaded he was the only inventor. ‘That man has
a malignant and ungenerous heatt; and he is bafe,
enough to affume the mafk of a moralift, in order

tp decry human nature, and to give a decent vent
to his hetred to man and woman kind.—DBut T
muft quit this contemptible fubject, on which a
juft indignation would render pen fo fsmxe,
‘that nftcr having fatigu you with a Jong leuter,
I would furfeit you with a fuy anut twice
ong Befides, a violent head-
that it is time to lay down my pen and g(r
bed. I fhall fay fome thmgx to you in my ne

Nz
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that T would have you to impart to the frange man,
as from yourfelf. 'My mind is at prefent tolera-
bly quiet; if it ‘were ‘as dead to fin, as it is to

certain connexions, I fhould 'be a great faint.

Adicu, ‘my dear madam.
Tours very affe@ionately, &7

L ED/LEiR S EVAE
To' Mt

Have been running ‘about Paris at a firange
rate’ with my fifter, and firange fights have

we feen.  They are, at leaft, firange fights to me 5
for, after having been accuftomed to the gravity
of Turks, T can fcarce look with an eafy and fa-
miliar’ afpe€k at the levity and agility of the airy
phantoms that are dancing about me here ;5 and
1 often think that I am at a puppet-thew, amidit
the reprefentations of real lite. I ftare prodigi-
oufly, but nobody remarks it, for every body ftares
here 3 flaring is-a-la-mode~—there is a flare of at-
tention and interet, a ftare of curiolity, 'a ftare'of

expettation, a ftare of furprife ;. and it will great- -

Iy amufe you to fee what trifling objects excite all
this flaring. This flaring would have rather a
folemn kind of air, were it not alleviated by grin-
ning ; for at the end of a ftare, there comes al-

‘aways a grinj and very commonly, the entrance

of a gentleman or lady into a room, is accompa-
ith 2 grin, which is defigned to exprefs
complacence and focial pleafure, but really thews
Jing more than a certain contortion ofmufciles,

that
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that muft ‘make. a frangerlaugh really, ns they
dangh artificially, The French giin is cqually re-
mote from the cheerful ferenity of a{mile, and
the cordial mirth of an honeft Englifth horfe-laugh.
1 {hall not perhaps flay here long enough to form
a juft idea of French manners and charalters,
though this I believe would require but little ftudy,
as there is no great depth in cither. It appears,
on a fuperficial view, to'be a frivolous, reftlefs,
and agreeable people. The abbet ‘is my guide,
and I could not eafily light upon a better 5 he tells
me, that here the women form theseharacter of
the men; ond I am tonvinced infthe pefuafion
of this, by every company inteswhich P enter.
There feems here to be no ingermediate flate be-
tween infancy and manhgod ; £6r°45 foon as the
boy has quit his leading-flrings, he is fet agog irr
the world ; the ladies au‘ﬁlxis tutors, they make
the firft impreffions, which generally remain, and
they render the men ridiculous, by the imitation
of their humours and graces 5 fo that dignity in
mnanners, is a rare thing here before the age of
fixty. Does not king David fay fomewhere, that

fan-avalketh, in a wair [beww 2- 1 think he does s
andlam fure this is peculiarly true of the Fren
man—but he walks merily, and feem y
the vifion ;. and may he not 1t fore be efleemed
imore bappy thanmany of our folid thinkers, whote
brows are furrowed by deep reflection, and whote
wifdom is fo often elothed with a milly mantle of
{pleen and vapours 2

WaaT delights me moft bere, is a view of the
magniiicence, often accompanicd with tafte, that
aeigns in the king’s palaces and gardens; for though
14ﬁ;n’t admire much the architecture, in which

X 3 theie
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there is great ity and want of proportion;
yet the ftatues, paintings, and other decorations,
aflford me high entertainment.  One of the
pieces. of antiquity that flrick’ me moft in the
gardens of Verfailles, was the famous Coloffean
ftatue of Jupiter, the workmanfhip of Myrom,
which Mark Anthony carried away from Samos,
and- Auguftus order cdgho be placed in the capitol.
It is of Parian. marble; and though it has {uffer-
ed in the ruin of time, it flill preferves friking
fines of majefly. But furely, 4f marble could
{i L vould frown with a generous in-
himfelf tranfported from the ca-
garden ; and, after having re-
of the Roman emperors, who
4 at his feet when they returned
Hrom their cofquefts, to behold now nothing but
frizzled beaus paflinggby him with indifference:

I prOPOSE fetting out foon from this place, fo
that you are to expeét no more letters from this
fide of the water; befides, I am huriied to death,
nd my head fwims with that vaft varicty of ob=
:&ls which I am obliged togyiew with fuch rapi-
ity, the {hortnefs of my time not allowing me
to examine them at my leifure. "There is here an
exéeflive prodigality of ornaments and decorations,
that is juft the oppolite extreme to what appears
in our royal gardens ; this prodigality is owing to
the levity and inconftancy of the French tafte,
which always pants after fomething new, and
thus heaps ornanient upon ornament, without end
or meafure. It is rime, however, that I fhould
put an end to my letter; fol wilh you goodnight,

And am, e,

3
d

LET-




L 247 1
LETTER, LVIL
To'Count

Tranflated from the French.

AM charmed, Sir, wifls your obliging letter;
G and you may pmce'\e, by the largenefs of my
paper, thatT thnd to give pun&ual anfwers to
all your queftions, at leaft if my Frenchwill per-”

i‘ mit me; for, as it is'a language 1 nder-
| ftand to perfection, fo I much feathatifor. want
of expreflions, I fhall be quickly obliged 6 frifh. 4

Keep in mind, therefore, tha n rmnw ina
fﬂxugn language; and be fure @pmterbu
impertinencies and wifliings dropping from iy
! pen, to the want of prop®® words for declaring
my thu\ghts, but by no means to dulnefs, or na-
fural Tevity,

THESE conditions being thus agreed and ﬁ.u]u‘
3 I buvm with telling you, that you have a true v

tion of th 'lmr(m%numnm which, the G
cits (who ligls, in the -
niverfe) have n\‘(!l[Ld) out of tIAL own heads, a
thoufand ridiculous florics, in otder to decry the
Taw of Mahomect; to run it down, v, without
any examination, or fo much as letting the peo-
plc read it; being afraid, that if ‘once they began
to fift the defeéts of the alcoran, ‘they mwht uot
| ftop there, But proceed to make ule of murjpdv-
g . ment about their own legends and G

effed, there is nothing fo like as the fai
Gree L and of the Mahometans ; and the
multitudes of faints, at whofe tombs miracles are

Y
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by them faid to be - daily performed ; nor are the
accounts of the Jives of thofe blefied mutlelmans
much lefs fluffed with extravagancies, than the
{piritual romances of the Greek papas.

As to your next inquiry, I affure you, ’tis cer-
tainly falfe, though commonly believed in our
parts of the world, that Mahomet excludes women
from any fhare in a future happy flate, He was
too much a gentleman, and loved tlte fair fex toa
well, to ufe them fo-barbaroufly. . On the contra~

1y, he promifgs a very fing paradifé to'the Turkith
wome. i He Hays, indeed, that this paradife will
be g fe e plaec from that of their hufbands;

but T faney themmoft part of them won’t like it
the worfe for that; and that the regret of this
feparation, will'not render their paradifc the lefs
agreeable, - It remaing to tell you, that the virtues
which Mahomet requires of the women, to merit
the enjoyment of future happinefs, are; not to
live in'fuch a manmer as to' become ufelefs to the
world, but to employ themfelves, as much as pof-
fible, in making little muflelmans. 'The virgins,
who die virgins, and the widows who marry not
again, dying in mortal fin, are excluded out of
paradife: For women, fays he, niot being capable
to manage the affairs of flate, nor to fupporc the
fatigues of war, God has not ordered them to go-
vern or reform the world ; but he has ‘entrufted
them with an office which is not lefs honourable;
even that of multiplying the human race: and
fuch as, out of malice or lazinefs, do not make it
their bulinefs ‘to bear or to breed children, fulfil
ot the duty of their vocation, aud rebel againit
the commands of God. Here are maxims foy
you, prodigioully contrary to thole of your cons

vents.
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vents.’  What will become of your St. Catharines,
your St. Therefas, your St. Claras, and the whole
bead-roll of 'your holy virgins and widosws; who,
if they are to be judged by this fyflem of virtue,
will be found to have been infamous creatures,
that pafled their whole lives in' moft abominable
libertinifin ?

T xxow not what your thoughts may be, con-
cerning a doétrine fo extraordinary with refpect
to usy but I'can truly inform you, Sir, that the
"Furks are not fo'ignorant as we fancy, them to be,
in matters of ‘politicks, or philofophy, or even of
gallantry. "Tis true, that military difcipline, fuch
as now practifed in Chriftendom, does not migh-
tily fuit them. A long peace has' plunged them
into an univerfal floth. Content with their con-
dition, and accuflomed to boundlefs luxnry, they
are become great enemiies to all manner of fa-
tigues.  But, to make amends, the fciences flou-
rith among them. = The effendis (that is to fay,
the learned) do very well deferve this name : They |
have no more faithin the infpiration of Maho-
met, than in the infallibility of the pope. They
make a frank profeffion of deifm among them-
felves, or to'thofe they can truft, and never fpeak
of their law but as of a politic inflitution, fit now
to be obferved by wife: men, however at firft in-
troduced by politicians and enthufiafts.

Ir I remember right, I think I have told you,
in fome fornier letter, that, at Belgrade, we lodged
with a great and rich effendi, a man of wit and
learning, and of ‘a very agregable humour. 'We
weré in his houfe about a month, and he did ¢on-
fiantly eat with v, drinking wine without any
fcruple,
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feruple. As I rallied him a little on this fubject,
he anfwered me, fmiling, that all creatures in the
world were made for the pleafure of man; and
that God would not have let the vine grow, were
it a fin to tafte of its juice; but that, neverthe-
lefs, the law, which forbids the ufe of it to'the
vulgar, was very wife, becaufe fuch fort of folks
have not fenfe enough to take it with moderation.
This effendi'appeared 'no firanger to the partics
that prevail among us: Nay, he feemed to have
fome knowledge of our religions difputes, and c-
ven of ‘our writerss and I was furprifed to hean
bim afk, among other things, how Mr. Tolan
did ? :

My paper, large as it is, draws towards an end.
That T may not go beyond its limits, I muft Teap
from: religions to 'tulips, concerning which you
afk me niews. Their mixture produces furprifing
effedts. . But, what is to be obferved moft fur-
prifing; are the experiments of which you fpeak
concerninganimals, and which are tried here every
day. - The fuburbs of Pera, Jophana, and Galata,
are colle&tions of ftrangers from all countries of
the univerfe. 'They have fo often infermarried,
that this forms feveral races of people, the oddeft
imaginable. ''There is not one fingle family of na-
tives, that can value itfelf onl being unmixed. You
frequently fee a perfon, whofe father was born a
Grecian, the mother an Italian, the grandfather a
Frenchman, ‘the grandmother an Armenian,. and
their anceftors Englith, Mufcovites, Afiatics, &5,

‘Trris mixture produces creatures more extra-
ordinary than you can imagine; nor could I ever
doubt; but there were feveral different fpecies 6f

men;
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ment ; fince the whites, the woolly and the long=
haired blacks, the fmall-eyed Tartars and Chinefe,
the beardlefs Brafilians, and (to name no more)
the oily-fkinned yellow Nova Zemblians, have as
fpecifick differences, under the fame general kind;
as greyhounds, maftiffs, {panicls, bull-dogs, or the
race of ‘my litrle Diana, if no body is offended at #
§ - the comparifon. Now, as.the various intermix- i
‘ing_of thefe latter animals caufes mongrels, fo
mankind have their mongrels, too, divided and
fubdivided into endlefs. forts... We have daily
' proofs of it here, as I told you before. . In . the
fame animal is not feldom remarked the Greek
petfidioufnefs, the Italian diffidence, the Spanith
f arrogance, the French loquacity, and, all of a fud-
den, he is feized with a fit of Englifh thought-
fulnefs, bordering a little upon dulnefs, which
many of us have inherited from the ftupidity of i
our Saxon progenitors, . But the family which
charms me moft, is that which proceeds from the
fantaflical conjunclion of a Dutch male with a “a
)

I Gicek female. As thefe are natures. oppofite in
extremes, ’tis a pleafure to obferve how the dif-
fering atoms are. perpetually jarring together in
the children, even fo as to produce effects vifible
i their external form. 'T'hey have the large black
§  eyes of the country, with the fat, whitc, fithy flefh
of Holland, and alively air, fireaked with dul-
nefs: At one and the fame time, they thew that |
love of expenfiyenefs, fo univerfal among the |
§ Greeks, and an inclination to the Dutch frugali-
ty. 'To give an example of this; young women 1
ruin themfelves, to purchale jewels” for. adorning
their heads, while they have not the heart to buy
new fhoes, or rather flippers for their feet, which
are commonly in a tattered condition ; a thing fo

contrary
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contrary to the tafte of our Englith women, that
it is for fhewing how neatly their fect are drefled,
and for ﬂ'v:'\winigJ this only, they are fo pa(ﬁanamly
enamoured with their hoop petticoats. I have a~
bundance of otlier fingularitics to communieate
to you; but Iam at-the end, both of my French
and my paper, 3

CONCERNING

Monfieur de la BochEroucauLt’s Maxim——
¢ That marriage is fometimes convenient, but new
< wor delightful? 5

" may be thought a prefumptuous attempt in

me to controvert a maxim advanced by fuch
a celebrated genius as Monfieur Rochefoucanlt,
and received with fuch implicit faith by a nation
which boalts of fuperior politenefs to the reft of
the world, and which, for a long tim¢ paft, has
preferibed the rules of gallantry to ali Eurepe.

NevERTE s, prompted by that ardour
which truth inf I dare to maintain the con-
trary, and refolutely infift, that there are fome
marriages formed by love, which may be delight-
ful, where the affeltions are fympathetick.  Na-
ture has prefented us with pleafures fuitable to
our fpecies, and we need only to follow her im-
pulfe, refined by tafle, and exalted by a lively and
agreeable imagination, in order to attain the moft
perfet felicity of which human nature is fufcep-
tible. Ambition, avarice, vanity, when enjoyed

in

s
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in the moft exquifite perfection,.can yield but
trifling and taftelefs pleafures, which will be too
inconfiderable to affect a mind of delicate fenfibi-

lity.

‘We may confider. the gifts of fortune as fo
many fteps neceffary to arrive at felicity, which
we can never attain, being obliged to fet bounds
to our defires, and being only gratified with fome
of her frivolous favours, which are nothing more
than the torments of life, when they are confi-
dered as the neceffary means to acquire or preferve
a more exquifite felicity.

Tars felicity confifts alone in fric
founded on mutual efteem, fixed hy
fupperted by inclination, and animated by the
tender folicitudes of love, whom the ancients have
admirably defcribed under the appearance of a
beautiful infant : It is pleafed with infantine a-
mufements ; it is delicate and affetionate, inca-
pable of mifchief, delighted with trifles ; its plea-
fures are gentle and innocent. :

dfhiip,

THEY have given a very different reprefenta-
tion of another paffion, too grofs to be mention-
ed, but of which alone men, in general, are fuf-
ceptible. This they have deferibed under the
figure of a fatyr, who has more of the brute than
of the man in his compofition. By this fabulous
animal they have exprefled a paflion, which is the
real foundation of all the fine exploits of modifh
gallantry, and which only endeavours to glut its
appetite with the poffeflion of the obje& which is
moft lovely in its eftimation: A pailion founded
in injuftice, fupported by deceit, and attended by
crimes, remorfe, jealoufy, and contempt. Can_

Vor. IV. X {uch
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{fuch an affeCtion be delightful to a virtuous mind 2
Neverthelefs, fuch is the delightful attendant on
all illicit engagements; gallants are obliged to
abandon all thofe fentiments of honour which are
infeparable from a liberal education, and are
doomed to live wretchedly in the conftant purfuit
of what reafon condemns, to have all their plea-
fures embittered by remorfe, andto be reduced to
the deplorable condition of having renounced vir-
tue, without being able to make vice agreeable.

It is impoffible to tafte the delights of love in
perfection, but in a well aflorted marriage; no-
thing betrays fuch a narrownefs of mind as to be
governed by “words. 'What though cuftom, for
which good reafons may be afligned, has made the
words hufband and wife fomewhat ridiculous ?, A
hufband, in common acceptation, fignifies a jeal-
ous brute, a furly tyrant; or, at beft, a weak
fool, who may be made to believe any thing. A
wife is a domeftick termagant, who is deftined to
deceive or torment the poor devil of a hufband.

The condugt of married people, in general, fuf-

ficiently juftifies thefe tavo characters,

Bur, as I faid before, why fhould words im-
pofe upon us? A well regulated marriage is not
like thefe connections of intereft or ambition. A
fond couple, attached to each other by mutual af~
fection, are two lovers who live happily together.
Though the prieft pronounces certain words,
though the Jawyer draws up certain inflruments ;
yet Llook on thele preparatives in the fame light
as a lover confiders a rope-ladder which he faftens
to his miftrefs’s window.: If they can but live to-
gether, what does it fignify at what price, or by
what means, their union’is accomplifhed ? 'Where

love

|



A A

fove is real, and well-founded, it is impofiible to
be happy but the quict enjoyment of the be~
loved object; and thie price at which it is obtain-
ed, does not leflen the vivacity atid delights of a
paflion, fuch ds my imagination conceives, If T
iwas inelined to romance, 1 would not pi€ture i-
mages of true happinefs in Arcadia. "I am not
prudifh enough to confine the delicacy of affec-
tion to wifligs only. T would open my romance
with the marriage’ of a' couple umited by fen
ment, tafte, and inclination. Can we conceive a
, higher felicity, than the blending of their interefts
and lives in fuch an union? 'The lover has the
pleafure of giving his ‘miftrefs the laft teflimony
of efteem and confidence; and fhe, in return,
éommits her peace and liberty to his proteCton.
Can they exchange more dear and affeCtionate
pledges 7 Is it not natural, to give the mof} in-
conteftible proofs of that tendernefs with which
our minds are imptefled? I am fenfible, that
fome are o nice as to maintain, that the pleafurcs
of love are derived frém the dangers and difficul-
ties with which it is attended ; they very pertly
obferve, that a rofe would not be a rofe without
thorns. 'There are a thoufand infipid remarks of
this fort, which make fo little impreflion on me,
that I am perfuaded, was 1 a lover, the dread of
injuring my miftrefs would make me unhappy, if
the enjoyment of her was attended with danger
to herfelf.

Two married Jovers lead very different lives
They have the pleafure to pafs their time in a fuc-
ceflive intercourfe of mutual obligations and marks
of benevolence; and they have the deliglt to
find, that each forms the éntire happinefs of the

X beloved
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beloved objeét. ' Herein confifts perfedt felicity.
The moft trivial concerns of ccconomy become
noble and elegant, when they are exalted by fen-
timents of affe€tion: To furnifh an apartment, is
not barely to furnith an apartment; ‘it is a place
where I expect my lover: To prepare a fuppery is
not merely giving orders to my cook ; it is an a-
mufement to regale the object I dote on. In this
light, a woman confiders thefe neceffary occupa-
tions, as more lively and affeéting pleafures than
thofe gaudy fights ‘which amufe the greater part
of the fex, who are incapable of true enjeyment.

A r1xep and affetionate attachment, foftens
every emotion of the foul, and renders every ob-
je@ agreeable which prefents itfelf to the happy
Tover (I meanone who is married to his miftrefs).
If he exercifes any employment, the fatignes of
the camp, the troubles of the court, all become
agreeable, when he reflets, that he endures thefe
inconveniencies to ferve the obje€t of his affec~

. tions. If fortune is favourable to him, (for fuc-
cefs does not depend on merit) all the advantages
it procures, are fo many tributes which Ke thinks
due to the charms of the lovely fair; and, in gra-
tifying this ambition, he feels a more lively plea-
{fure, and more worthy of an honeft man, than
that of raifing his fortune, and gaining publick
applaufe. © He enjoys glory, titles, and riches, no
farther than as they regard her he loves; and when '
he attra@s the approbation of a fenate, the ap-
plaufe of an army, or the commendation of his
prince, itis her praifes which ultimately flatter him.

In a reverfe of fortune, he has the confolation
of retiring to one who is-affeCted by his difgrace ;
u > and,
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and, locked in her embraces, he has the fatisfac-
tion of giving utterance to the following tender
refleCtions : “ My happinefs,does not depend on
¢ the caprice of fortune ; 1 have'a conftant afylum
¢ againft inquictude. . Your efteem renders me
« infenfible of the injuftice of a court, or the in-
§¢ gratitude of a mafter ; and my lofles afford me
¢ a kind of pleafure, fince they furnith me with
¢ frefh proofs of your virtue and affe@tion.  Of
¢ what ufe is grandeur to thofe who are already
< happy ¢ . We have no need of flatterers, we want
¢ no-equipages; I reign in your affetions, and I
 enjoy every delight'in the poffeffion of your pex~
¢ lon."

Ix fhort, there is no fituation in which melan-
choly may not be afluaged by the company of the
‘beloved object.  Sicknefs itfclf is not without its
alleviation, when we have the pleafure of being
attended by her we love. T {hould never conclude,
if I attempted to give a detail of all the delights
of an attachment, wherein we meet with every
thing which can flatter the fenfes with the 'moft
lively and diffufive raptures. . But I muft not omit
taking notice of the pleafure of beholding the love-
1y pledges of a tender friendfhip, daily growing
up, and of amufing ourfelves, according to our
different fexes, in training them to pesfe@ion.
‘We give way to this agrecable inftin& of nature,
refined by love. In a daughter, we praife ‘the
beauty of her mother ; in 2 fon, we commend the
underftanding, and.the appearance of innate pro-
bity, which we efteem in his father. Itds a plea-
fure which, according to Mofes, the Almighty
himfelf enjoyed, when he beheld the work of his
‘hands, and faw that all was good.

Y3
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Seraxing of Nofes, I cannot forbear obfervs
ing, that the primitive plan (of felicity infinitely
furpafles all others and I cannot farm an idea of
paradife, more like a paradife, than the flate in
which our firft parents were placed: That proved
of fhort duration, becaufe they were unacquaint-
ed with the world ; and it is for the fame reafon,
that fo few love-matches prove happy. Eve was
like a filly child, ‘and Adam was not much en-
lightened. “When fuch people come together,
their being amorous s to no purpofe, for their
affeétions muft neceffarily be fhort-lived. In the
tranfports of their love, they form: fupernatural
ideas of eachother. The man thinks his miftrefs
an angel, becaufe the is handfome ; and fhe is en-
stured with the merit of her lover, becaufe he
adores her.  The firfl decay of her complexion
deprives her of his adoration 3 and  the hufband,
heing no longer an adorer, becomes hateful to
her, who had no other foundation for her love.
By degrees, they grow difguftful to each other;
and, after the example of our firft parents, they
do not fail tg reproach each other with the erime
of their mutual imbecility. ' After indifference,
contempt comes apace, and they are convinced,
that they muft hate each other, becaufe they are
married. Thgir fmalleft defects fivell in each -
ther’s view, and they grow blind to thofe charms,
which, inany other objeft, would affet them.
A commerce founded merely on fenfation, ¢an be
attended with no other confequences.

A maN, when he marries the obje of his af-
feQtions, thould forget that fhe appears to him a-
dorable, and fhould confider her merely as a mor-
tal, fubject to diforders, caprice, and ill temper;
hie hould arm himfelf with fortitude, to bear the

lofs
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fofs of her beéauty, and fhould provide himfelf
with a fund of complaifance, which is requifite t6
fupport a conftant intercourfe with a perfon, even
of the higheft underftanding and the greateft e-
quanimity. The wife, on the other hand, fhould
not expect a continued courfe of adulation and
obedience; fhe fhould difpofe herfelf to obey
in her turn with a good grace: a fcience very
difficult to attain, and confequently the more efti-
mable in the opinion of a man who is fenfible of
the merit. - She fhould endeavour to revive the
charms of the miftrefs, by the folidity and good
fenfe of the friend.

‘WHEN a pair who enitertain fuch rational fen-
timents, are united by indiffoluble bonds; all na-
ture fmiles upon them, and the moft common ob-
jeéts appear delightful. In ‘my opinion, fuch a
‘iife is infinitely more happy and moré voluptuous,
than the moft ravifhing and beft regulated gallantry.

. A womAN who is capable of refleCtion, can
confider a gallant in no other light, than that of
a feducer, who would take advantage of her weak-
nefs, o procure a momentary pieafure, at the ‘ex-
pence of her glory, her peace, her honour, and,
perhaps, her life.” A highwayman who ‘claps a
piftol to your breaft, to rob you of your purfe, is
Iefs difhoneft and lefs guilty ; and T have fo good
an opinion of myfelf, as to believe, that if 1 was
a man, I fhould be as capable of affuming the
character of an affaffin, as that of defiling an ho-
neft woman, ‘efteemed in the world, and happy
in her hufband, by ‘infpiring her with a paffion,
to which fhe mult facrifice her honour, her tran-
quillity, and her virtue.

SuouLp
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SuovLp I make her defpicable, who. appears
amiable in my eyes ? Should I reward her tender-
nefs, by making her abhorred by her family, by
rendering her children indifferent to her, and her
hufband deteftible ? 1 believe that thefe refletions
would have appeared to me in as ftrong a light,
if my fex had not rendered them excufable in fiich
cafes; and I hope, that I fhould hayve had more
fenfe, than to imagine vice the lefs vicious, becaufe
it is the fathion.

N.B. I Am much pleafed with the Turkifh
manners ; a people, though ignorant, yet, in.my
judgment, extremely polite. A gallant, convict-
ed of having debauched a married woman, is re~
garded asa pernicious being, and held in the fame
abhorrence as a proftitute with us. He is certain
of never making his fortunes; and they would
deem it {candalous to confer any confiderable em~
ployment on a man fufpected of having commit-
ted fuch enormous injuftice. ¥

WuaT would thefe moral people think of our
antiknights-errant, who are ever in purfuit of
adventures to reduce innocent virgins to diftrefs,
and to rob virtuous women of their honour; who
regard beanty, youth, rank, nay virtue itfelf, as {o
many_ incentives, which inflame thelr defires, and
render their efforts more eagers and who, priding
themfelves in the glory.of appearing expert fedu-
cers, forget, that with all their endeavours, they
can only acquire the fecond rank in that noble
order, the devil having tong fince been in poffef-
fion of the firft?, 5 5

Our barbarous manners are fo well calculated
- foe
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for the eftablifhment of vice and wretchednefs,
which are ever infeparable, ‘that it requires a de-
gree of underftanding and fenfibility, infinitely a-
bove ‘the common, to relith the felicity of a mar-
riage fuch as T have deferibed. Nature is fo weak,
and {o prone to-change, that it is difficult to main-
tain the beft grounded conftancy, in the midft of
thofe diffipations, which our ridiculous cuftoms
haye rendered unavoidable.

It muft pain an amorous hufband, to fee his
wife take 2ll the fafhionable liberties ; it feems
harfh not to allow them ; and, to be conformiable,
he is reduced to the neceflity of letting every one
take them that will, to hear her impart the charms

~of her underftanding to all the world, to fee her

difplay her bofom at noon-day, to behold her be-
deck herfetf for the ball, and for the play, and
attra¢t a thoufand and a thoufand adorers, and
liften to the infipid flattery of a thoufand and a
thoufand coxcombs. Is it poflible to preferve an
efteem for fuch a creature ? or, at leaft, muft not her
value be greatly diminifhed by fuch a commerce?

I musT fill refort to the maxims of the Eaft,
where the moft ‘beautiful women are content to
confine the power of their charms to him who has
a right to enjoy them'; and they are- tqo fincere,
not to confefs, that they think themfelves capable
of exciting defires.

I REcOLLECT a converfation that I had with
alady of great quality at Conftantinople, (the moft
amiable woman I ever knew in my life, and with
whom I afterwards contraéled the clofeft friend-
fhip.) She frankly acknowledged, that fhe was

fatisfied
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fatisfied with her hufband. What libertines, faid
fhe, ‘you Chriftian Jadies are! You are permitted
to receive vifits from as imany men as you think
proper, and your laws allow you the unlimited ufe
of love and ‘wine. . I affured her, that fhe as
wrong informed, and that it was criminal to liften
to, or to love; any other than our hufbands. “ Your
<« hufbands are great fools, fhe replied fmiling, to
be content with fo precarious a fidelity. . Your
necks,.your eyes, your haids, your converfati-
on are all for the publick, and what do you pre-
tend to referve for them ? Pardon me, my pretty
fultana, fhe added, embracing me, I have a
ftrong inclination to believe all that you tell me,
but you would impofe impoffibilities upon me.
I know the filthinefs of the infidels; I perceive
that you are athamed, and I will fay no more.”

3
s

I rouND fo much good fenfe and propriety in
what fhe faid, that I knew not how to contradick
her ; and, at length, T acknowledged, that fhe had
reafon to prefer the Mahometan manmers to our
ridiculous cuftorns, which form a confufed medley
of the rigid maxims of Chriftianity, with all the
libertinifm of the Spartans: And, notwithftand-
ing our abfurd manners, I am perfuaded, that a
woman who is determined to place her happinefs
in her hufband’s affe@ions, Thould abandon the
extravagant defire of engaging publick adoration;
and that a hufband, who tendetly loves his wife,
fhould, in his turn, give up the reputation of be-
ing a gallant. You find that I am fuppofing a
very extraordinary pair 5. it is not very furprifing,
therefore, that fuch ar union thould be uncommon
in thofe countries, where it is requifite to conform
to eftablithed cuftoms, in order to be happy.

VERSES
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Written in the Chiafk ar Pera,
overlooking Confantinople,
December 26th, 1718.

-By,Lady Mary WorTLEY MoNTAGUE.

GIVE me, great God! faid I, a little farm,

% In fummer thady, and in winter warm ;

‘Where a clear fpring gives birth to murm’ring
g rooks,

By nature gliding down the mofly rocks.

Not artfully by leaden Ppipes convey’d,

Or greatly falling in 3 forcd cafcade; g

Pure and unfully’d winding thro’ the fhade.

All-bounteous Heaven has added to my prayer

A fofter climate, and a purer air,

OuRr frozen 15LE now chilling winter binds,
Deform’d by rains, and rough with blafting winds;
“The wither’d woods grow white with hoary froft,
By diiving ftorms their verdant beauty loft;

The trembling birds their leaflefs covert thun,
And feek, in diftant climes, a warmer fun :
- The
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The water-nymphs their filent urns deplore,

Ev’n Thames benum’d ’s a river now no more4
" The barren meads no longer yield delight,

By glift’ring fnows made painful to the fight.

HERE fummer reigns with one eternal fmile,
Succeeding harvefts blefs the happy foil.
Fair fertile fields, to whom indulgent Heaven
Has ev’ry charm of ev’ry feafon given;
No killing cold deforms the beauiteous year,
“The {pringing flowers no coming, winter fear.
But as the parent Rofe decays and dies,
"The infant-buds with brighter colour rife,
And with freth fweets the mother’s fcent fupplies.
Near them the Piolet grows with odours bleft,
And blooms in more than "Tyrian pusple dreft;
The rich Fonguils their golden beams difplay,
And, fhine in glories emulating day;
"The peaceful groves their verdant leaves retain,
"The ftreams ftill murmur, undefild with rain, g
And tow’ring greens adorn the fruitful plain.
"The warbling kind uninterrupted fing,
‘Warm’d with enjoyments of perpetual fpring.

HeRE, at my window, T at once furvey .
The crowded city and refounding fea;
In diftant views the Afan mountains rife,
And lofe their fnowy fummits in the fkies 3
Above thefe mountains proud Olympus towers,
"The parliamental feat of heavenly powers.
New to the fight, my ravifh’d eyes admire
Tach gilded crefeent and each antique fpire,
"The marble mofques, beneath whofe ample domes
Fierce warlike fultans {leep in peaceful tombs 3
“Thofe lofty ftructures, onice the Chriftians boaft,

"Their names, their beauty, and their honours lofts
hofe
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"Thofe altars bright with gold and fculpture grac’d,
By barb’rous zeal of favage foes defac’d 5

Ssphia alone her ancient name rétains,

Tho’ unbelieving vows her fhrine profanes ;
‘Where holy faints have died in facred cells,
‘Where monarchs pray’d, the frantic Dervije dwells.
How art thou fall’n, imperial city, low !

‘Where are thy hopes of Roman glory now ?
‘Where are thy palaces by prelates rais’d ?
Where Grecian artifts all their fkill difplay’d,
Before the happy feiences decay’d 5

So vaft, that youthful Lings might here refide,
So fplendid, to content a patriarch’s pride ;
Convents where emperors profefs’d of old,
Their labour’d pillars that their triumphs told ;
Vain monuments of them that once were great,
Sunk undiflinguifh’d by one common fate ;
One little {pot, the tenure fmall contains,

Of Greek nobility, the poor remains.

‘Where other Helens with like powerful charms,
Had orice engag’d the warring world in arms ;
‘Thofe names which royal anceftors can boaft,
In mean mechanic arts obfcurely loft ;

Thofe eyes a fecond Homer might infpire,

Fix’d at the loom deftroy their ufelefs fire;
Griev’d at a view which ftruck upon my mind
“The fhort-liv’d vanity of human kind.

Ix gaudy objects I jndulge my fight,
And turn where Baflern pomp gives gay delight;
See the vaft train in various habits dreft, 1
By the bright fcimitar and fuble veft, 13
“T'he proud vizier diftinguifh’d o’er the reft;  j
Six flaves in gay attire his bridle hold,

His bridle rich with gems, and ftirrups gold ;
VA

Vo, IV, lis
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His fnowy fteed adorn’d with coftly pride,
“Whole troops of foldiers mounted by his fide, l
Thefe top the plumy creft Arabian courtiers guide. }
‘With artful duty, all-decline their eyes,

No bellowing fhouts of noify crowds arife ;
Silence, in folemn ftate, the march attends,
‘Till at the dread divan the flow proceflion ends.

YT not thefe profpe@s all profufely gay,
The gilded navy that adorns the fca,
The rifing city in confufion fair,
Magnificently form’d irregular;
‘Where woogds and palaces at once furprife, 1
Gardens on gardens, domes on domes arife,
And endlefs beauties tire the wand’ring eyes; J
Sofooth my withes, or fo charm my rind,
As this retreat fecure from human kind.
No knave’s fuccefsful craft does fpleen excite,
No coxcomb’s tawdry fplendour thocks my fight ;
No mob-alarm awakes my female fear,
No praife my mind, nor envy hurts my ear,
Ev’n fame itfelf can hardly reach me here:  J
Impertinence with all her tattling train,-
Fair-founding flattery’s delicious bane; '
Cenforious folly, noify party-rage
‘The thoufand tongues with which fhe muft

engage,

‘Who dares have wirtue in a vicious age.

VERSES
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Lady Mary WorTLEY MonTAGUE,
By Mr. POPE.

I.
IN beauty or wit,
No mortal as yet
To queftion your empire has dar’d;
But men of difcerning
Have thought that in learning,
To yield to a lady was hard.

1
Impertinent {chools,
‘With mufty dull rules
Have reading to females deny’d ;
So Papifts refufe
The BIBLE to (e
Eeft flocks fhould be wife as their guide.

I
"Twas 3 woMAN at firft
(Indeed fhe was curft)
Z 2

In




f <268 %

In knowvledge that tafted delight ;
nd fages agree,
The laws fhould decree

" To the firft poffeffor the right.

TV
‘Then bravely, fair dame,
Renew the old claim,
Which to your whole fex does belong,
And let men receive,
From a fecond bright Eve,
“The knowledge of right and of wrong.

V.
Bat if the firft Eve
Hard doom did receive,
When only one apple had fhe,
hat a punithment new
Shall be found out for you,
Who tafting have robb’d the whole trec? .

A 8U M-
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