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Notes and Comments.
'he Wreck of the “Titantic.”
The terrible disaster to the “ Titanic ” has overshadowed 

verything this week and our hearts are sore for the survivors, 
t is difficult to imagine a more agonising situation than that 
f women in the boats knowing that those they loved best had 
een left on the wreck, or 
erhaps even not knowing, 
ut fearing the worst. Con- 
roversy may well leave 
uch sorrow untouched and 
re endorse fully the digni- 
led protest of our Hon. 

Secretaries which will be 
found on page 41 in the 
Press Report. Mrs. Fawcett 
has written a short appre- 
ciation of one of our very 
good friends, W. T. Stead, 
who died as surely he would 
have wished to die:—
"Nothing is here for tears ; 
1 nothing to wail 
Or knock the breast; no1 

weakness, no contempt, 
[Dispraise or blame; noth- 
! ing but well and fair, 
And what may quiet us in a 

death so noble.”
No description could be 

more piteous than the bare 
statement, in Lady Duff 
Gordon’s words, that when 
the survivors were taken 
aboard the Carpathia, 
" there, I believe, were more 
than fifty women who had 
lost their husbands and 
among them fifteen brides.” 
We are glad to hear that in 
New York, as in England, 
all possible will be done for 
the widows and orphans 
who are' poor, but how 
little that is ! And how 
terrible to think that it will 
often take the form of 
depriving the bereft wife of 
what yet remains to her of 
comfort in the persons of 
her children—and his.

best to stay in the organisation which has refused to do any
thing effective for the enfranchisement of women and work 
within it or to go out of it. Miss Sparks expresses her inten
tion under certain circumstances of leaving the N.U.T.; Miss 
Cleghorn, on the other hand, urges members to remain within 
the Union and educate it from within. Mrs. George writes a 
letter showing some of the dangers with which we are familiar. 

There is no doubt that the 
Women’s Liberal Associa
tions have suffered from the 
withdrawal of some of their 
ablest and most energetic 
women, but they have 
suffered in precisely the 
way that narrow party 
people least appreciate and 
least care to remedy. The 
average party agent really 
likes an association of sub
servient ladies who will do 
for nothing all the work the 
men will not do for nothing 
and may not be paid for, 
and we are not at all sure 
that they are not consider
ably relieved at being dis- 
embarrassed of women with 
an inconvenient sense of 
honour and a notion that 
pledges are made to be 
kept. Where a whole asso- 
ciation can be taken over, 
the lesson is unquestionably 
a salutary one, but the pre
vailingly Anti feeling in 
some associations is en- 
tirely due to the fact that 
the Suflragists have re- 
signed and left the Associa- 
tion to the Antis. It is a 
matter which must, we 
think, be determined by the 
circumstances of each case. 
If Dr. Ethel Williams had 
left her association some 
years ago, she could not 
now have triumphantly 
taken it with her in its 
courageous resolutions re- 
ported below.
An Effective Policy.

The special Council sum-
Photo: Ernest Mills. . moned for the 14th will

enable members the
THE LATE W. T. STEAD. National Union to suggest

(Editor of the “ Review of Reviews.”) and discuss policy for the
future. It must be aimed at 

one thing, and one thing only—at influencing votes in 
Parliament. We must bear in mind the causes of the 
evaporation of the majority for the Conciliation Bill, 
and do our utmost to eliminate them so as to secure 
the introduction and prosecution of the Reform Bill, and 
the incorporation into it of the enfranchisement of women. 
To that we are pledged. If we reconsider the causes of the 
loss of the Conciliation Bill we shall find the best remedies. 
These causes were mainly :—(i) Fear of splitting the Govern, 
meat. This affected the Nationalists and some Liberals. We

An Unofficial Forecast 
by the Enemy.

A forecast of the possible 
Parliamentary time- table 
given by the “ Observer " on Sunday, runs as follows : May 
6th, Home Rule Second Reading begins; May 14th, division; 
May 20th, Second Reading'Welsh Disestablishment; May 23rd- 
June 17th, Whitsuntide recess; June 24th, Committee stage of 
Home Rule Bill begins. The forecast goes on to suggest that 
the Report and Third Reading stages could not be concluded 
before the middle of October. Parts of the Welsh Bill are to 
be dealt with by Standing Committee.
Leaving, or Driving the Party.

Two correspondents to-day raise the question whether it is



34 THE COMMON CAUSE. APRIL 25, 1912.
APRIL 25, 1912. THE COMMON CAUSE. 35

must endeavour to prove to these gentlemen that such action 
will do them more harm than being true to their word.

(2) Absence of some Labour Members on business connected 
with the coal strike. We have to make the Labour party feel 
our cause is theirs. . .

(3) The prospect of the Reform Bill. This terrified some 
Conservatives who did not see that by deserting the small 
measure they might be making the only alternative a larger one, 
it accounted for some of the less scrupulous Liberals who 
thought they could " make it right " on the Reform Bill. We 
must make it our business to see they do so.

(4) Lastly, but by no means least, the state of opinion with 
regard to the militants; this formed as it were a favourable 
medium for the culture of the rat bacillus. The National 
Union is unable to affect the policy of the W.S.P.U. The only 
way in which this policy can be counteracted is by education 
and by a great union of all the forces making for the enfran
chisement of women, and by bringing these forces to bear upon 
the parties. If our members will test all proposed lines of 
policy or protest, by asking whether they will affect any of these 
causes or no we shall have some valuable contributions and not 
waste our time.
Putting Pressure. ...................... ,

Viewed in the light of these immediate objects, we think that 
time and money could be better expended than in the “ no new 
frocks ” movement advocated by Mrs. Archibald Little. Of 
course it is obvious that the amount of money spent upon 
luxuries of every description must be considerably curtailed 
by the handsome subscriptions our members are sending us, 
and no doubt there are many who could practice further self- 
denial if they would. But as a system of boycott, we think it 
would not be very effective, for the women who are most lavish 
in personal expenditure are not the kind of women who are 
ardent suffragists, and the thing to be any use as a boycott 
would have to be on a gigantic scale. _

With regard to the “ general post ” idea, first suggested by 
Miss Marshall and adopted by the National Union, it is a mis
apprehension to suppose that it requires anyone to live away 
from home, or change her residence. The policy is merely that 
party people should not work for the candidate in their own 
constituency, if he is an anti-suffragist, but should transfer their 
work at election-time to some neighbouring constituency where 
their party candidate was a suffragist. This allows of pressure 
being- put in the way it is most felt, at election-time, and 
through party channels; it also makes it possible for people to 
work for suffrage without abandoning party.
More Good News of Liberal Women.

We are very glad indeed to report energetic action on the 
part of Liberal women at Epsom and in Northumberland.

At a meeting convened by the Elswick Women s Liberal 
ASSOCIATION, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, much enthusiasm was 
evinced. . ■ . . . .

Dr. Ethel Williams, President, was in the chair and proposed 
the following resolution :— 2

“That this meeting of Liberal women deplores the loss of the Con
ciliation Bill, and pledges itself to work for a Women s Suffrage Amend
ment to the Reform Bill promised during the session of 1912-

This was seconded by Miss Margaret Temperley (Gateshead), 
supported by Miss Lily Telford (Darlington), and carried 
unanimously. ....

A second resolution was proposed by Dr. Ethel Williams :— 
“That this meeting of Liberal women pledges itself, unless some 

measure for the enfranchisement of women has previously become law, 
not again to support at elections a political party which has not put 
Women’s Suffrage on its party programme.”

Seconded by Mrs. Dunn (Gateshead), and carried by a con
siderable majority. A copy of these resolution has been sent 
to the Liberal member for Newcastle and an account of the 
meeting is being sent to Women’s Associations in other parts 
of the country.

The President (Mrs. Homan) and Secretary (Mrs. Tarrance), 
of the Epsom Women’s Liberal Association, sent in their 
resignations, and the result was that at the annual meeting an 
amendment was put to the effect that .

“The President and Secretary.be asked to postpone indefinitely their 
resignations, and that the E.W.L.A. decide to do no more work until 
the Suffrage is granted to women.” ' ...

This was passed by a large majority, and the Association is 
thus kept in being as an organisation, and will be able to devote 
itself entirely to securing the franchise for women.
Our New Members.

With new societies affiliating weekly at such a great rate, 
it is not perhaps amiss to remind them that the National Union 
is open to men as well as to women, and all our societies should 
cordially welcome men as members and officers. Some have 
established the plan of a " Men’s Group,” and the fact, that 
men’s hours and conditions are often not the same as those of 
women may doubtless sometimes make such a group a con

venience. But we are always sorry when anything is allowed 
to separate men and women more than is absolutely necessary, 
for we have always found that the sexes complement each other 
and do the best work when each has the criticism and experience 
of the other to rely on.
The I L PIn a recent issue we alluded to the Annual Conference 
of the I.L.P., and to the resolutions on the agenda con- 
cerning women’s suffrage. On account of the coal strike, the 
conference was postponed and will now be held on May 27th, at 
Merthyr. It is hoped that local members of the National Union 
will be able to make effective demonstrations in support of the 
splendid work being done for us by the I.L.P.

We have received the interesting report of the National 
Administrative Council, from which we note that the I. L.P. has 
organised some 200 meetings in favour of political equality of 
the sexes, and congratulates itself that this has brought the 
women’s movement and the Labour movement nearer to each 
other. With regard to women workers, it is stated that the 
number of organised wage-earning* women is now 222,00° ; the 
Women’s Labour League now has 110 branches, and with the 
Railway Women’s Guild, numbers over 5,000 members. The 
new daily paper (the Daily Citizen) is being prepared, and we 
hear that it is hoped it may start in the autumn.
The Partisan Home Office.

Mr. McKenna’s remarkable answer in the House on the 17th 
(see p. 40), in which he seemed to suggest that punishment 
should be vindictive and that the injured party should have 
some say in the amount of the punishment, was one of the 
oddest and most irresponsible and unjudicial things we have 
ever heard of. No doubt many injured persons often feel that 
the punishment of the person who has injured them is not 
" anything like severe enough " to satisfy their emotions but 
has Mr. McKenna ever thought what should be the basis of 
civilised law ? Surely not the satisfaction of the desire for 
revenge, measured by the passion of the injured person. We 
have sympathy with the injured shopkeepers and insurance 
companies and we think the law would be better if it provided 
some way by which restitution could be enforced. But the 
exhibition of the inward machinery of the Home Secretary s 
mind is of a piece with most of the other revelations of the 
hidden springs of the Government action with regard to the 
militants. They never have acted judicially; they always have 
manipulated the law and its administration in accordance with 
their own party exigencies and in a most ignoble pandering to 
the emotions of a mob and a mob-led press. It is a sorry chapter.
Violence of the Antis. . .

A letter from Prof. Herbertson appeared in the Times the 
20th, relating how four young men “ of good social position ” 
in Bicester turned upside down the bedroom of one of the 
ladies who, as members of the National Union, were doing 
propaganda in the district. Our workers at Nottingham had 
a very rough time and were pelted, one lady having a tooth 
broken. Will the Antis “ repudiate " these gentle arguments 
on their side by ceasing to work?
The Press*

We recommend an excellent article by Miss Clementina Black 
on “ State Franchise in America,” in the Standard (Womans 
Platform) of April 18th, and one from the great alienist 
authority, Dr. Forbes Winslow, in indignant and contemptuous 
refutation of Sir A. Wright, on the 19th.
Pleasant Letters from Abroad.

A correspondent, ordering the paper from New York State, 
writes : ‘ Please keep the change for the C.C., that is, send 
the paper wherever you think it will do most good in England. 
I like it very much, especially the editorials.. . . .I’d like to be 
able to send a flat contradiction to the Times as to Mrs. Mark
ham’s statements. If English women are like Americans, they 
use the vote when they get it—see enclosed pamphlet—and if 
English churches and charities are managed as are American 
ones, the bottom would drop out of them if women didn’t earn 
and collect money to keep them going.”

A Finnish Lady Member of Parliament writes : " I take the 
opportunity to thank you for sending me the Common Cause. 
I read it always with the utmost interest. It is splendidly well 
edited, and what the French call bien documentie, convincing, 
and full of facts without exclamations. This has been a trying 
time for the National Union. We follow events in England
with keen interest.”
« The Plaint of an Anti-Suff.”

While militants their hammers plied,
I felt convinced our Cause was winning;

But now with Wright upon our side,.
I feel less sinned against than sinning.

(From Punch, April 17, 1912.)

The A.B.C. of Women’s Suffrage.

“ ACCIDENTAL.”

In a letter to The Times, dated April 12th, Mrs. 
Humphry Ward complains of the

"ALMOST EXCLUSIVE STAFFING

of our higher schools and colleges for girls at the 
present moment by

WOMEN HOLDING SUFFRAGIST OPINIONS.”

This, she says, is " unfair " to parents and pupils, 
and she suggests that the anti-suffragists should 
make " a serious attempt by liberal and legitimate 
methods to redress the balance.”

Let us consider for a moment what is implied 
by Mrs. Humphry Ward’s statements. The women 
who staff the high schools and colleges for girls are 
all women who have had the

BEST EDUCATION OBTAINABLE.

They have most of them been to first-rate schools, 
and every one must have attended some University 
and passed an examination

QUALIFYING HER FOR A DEGREE

Most of them are entitled to Honours degrees, for 
the women’s colleges at Oxford and Cambridge 
admit only women who are reading for Honours. 
When a post is vacant, there are many applicants. 
The committee who consider the applications do 
not ask whether the candidates are suffragists or 
anti-suffragists. They choose the woman who has 
the

BEST QUALIFICATIONS

and who seems to them in every way best fitted for 
the post. The only logical conclusion we can draw, 
then, on Mrs. Humphry Ward’s own showing, is 
that the best-educated and most competent women 
are

“ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY” SUFFRAGISTS.

Are we not, therefore, justified in assuming that 
the inevitable effect of education upon women is 
to make them realise that their enfranchisement is

JUST AND NECESSARY?

If this is so how can the anti-suffragists “redress 
the balance ” ? They want anti-suffragists to teach 
their girls, but good teaching cannot be given by

UNEDUCATED WOMEN.

And practically every woman, when she is educated, 
becomes a suffragist. It is really a pitiful dilemma 
for the anti-suffragists!

They might attempt to “ redress the balance " by 
getting committees to say, when advertising a post,

"NO SUFFRAGISTS NEED APPLY."

But, seeing that all the best women who apply now 
are suffragists (for are they not chosen on their 
merits ?), to exclude suffragists would mean appoint- 
ing, in every case, a definitely

INFERIOR STAFF.

Would it not also be stretching a point to describe 
such discrimination as " liberal and legitimate ” ?

But Mrs. Humphry Ward, in what is perhaps 
the most amazing sentence of her letter, attributes 
the prevalence of suffragist opinions amongst highly- 
educated women to " the

ACCIDENTAL CONNECTION

of the early stages of the higher education movement 
with a group of suffragist women universally es
teemed.” She must really give us a new definition 
of the word " accidental " before she expects us to 
swallow this. Miss Emily Davies

FOUNDED GIRTON COLLEGE.

Was this an " accidental connection ” ? Miss Clough 
was the

FOUNDER OF NEWNHAM

—an " accidental connection ” again. Miss Buss 
created the

NORTH LONDON COLLEGIATE SCHOOL

for Girls. Miss Beale created

CHELTENHAM COLLEGE.
In what conceivable sense can the connection of 
their epoch-making work with these women be 
regarded as

“ACCIDENTAL” ?
It was no less and no more accidental than was the 
connection of the David with Michael Angelo, or 
the connection of

" HAMLET” WITH WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE.

No ! Mrs. Humphry Ward must not think it strange 
that the spirit which animated the

PIONEERS OF WOMEN’S EDUCATION 

still lives and will live in those who to-day are 
reaping the fruit of their labours. They won much, 
but they have left

MUCH FOR US TO WIN, 

and we repay them ill if we rest content with less 
than all they hoped and strove for.

MOTTO :
" Their works do follow them.”

Margaret Roeertson.
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The Orientalists.
As the suffrage controversy goes on, the real nature of the 

opposition to women’s votes reveals itself. It is not an agree
able revelation, and no suffragist man or woman can enjoy 
it and we are glad to see that many of the better sort of 
anti-suffragists are crying out indignantly that this is most 
emphatically not what they mean. Much of the old difficulty 
was inertia, the want of imagination of the prosperous (women 
as well as men), the depression and helplessness of the miser
able. The energy and impetus of active and intelligent suffra
gists might have carried it against mere inertia; but now that 
the active and alert hostility of the real forces of reaction has 
been roused, it is becoming more and more imperative for 
the merely inert to search their consciences and see if they 
really feel at home in the camp in which they find themselves 
almost by accident, just as the few women of real public spirit 
and intelligence who have been working with the reactionary 
men are being forced to question whether they have really 
the same ideal of womanhood as their allies.

Mrs. Ward and Miss Markham, without question the two 
women who count most, have lately had some rude shocks. 
There was Mr. Kipling’s doggerel about the “ female of the 
Species,” which, if it had any sense at all, indicated that the 
female was a more formidable fighter than the male, and so 
knocked the bottom out of the one argument that ever had 
anything in it—what is known as the “ physical force argu
ment.” Yet the Antis were so misguided as to acclaim this 
piece of rhymed vituperation of mothers as a kind of battle
hymn in the war they are trying to work up between the 
sexes. Then followed the painful exhibition by Sir Almroth 
Wright of a temperament distressingly warped and funda
mentally unhealthy. This in itself was not of very grave 
significance, because mature people know very well that such 
temperaments exist and sometimes are conjoined with real 
ability and accomplishment; what was really rather night- 
mareish was the publication of such a crazy letter in the best 
place and type by the Times, and the simultaneous publication 
of a leader in that paper recommending it as a scientific con
tribution “ very ably treated.” This amazing leader contained 
two sentences which accurately define what is at bottom the 
ideal of the genuine Anti, and the contemplation of this ideal, 
when stripped of all verbiage, is one which can only revolt 
all women who are not slaves with the heart of a slave. Here 
it is :—" Women, operating as women upon and through men, 
exercise a power which is enormous, and independent of legis
lative arrangements. That power is great, and often entirely 
dominant, even in countries where a woman's face is not seen

outside the harem." (Italics ours.) The conjunction of these 
two sentences is not fortuitous; it is vital. Not long ago a 
prominent politician was honest enough to say, " I don t want 
women to- have the vote because, candidly, I would like all 
women to be slaves ”; this is the real, the fundamental desire 
of the genuine and consistent Anti, and all the distinctions 
between local and imperial Government, between professional 
work when done for public or for private purposes are swept 
away by these candid people, who make it quite clear that 
women are to be slaves, and are moreover to. be the victims 
of that most pitiable and repulsive of all slaveries, the slavery 
of sex. They are to “ operate as women upon or through 
men,” and they are assured that by such “operation” they 
are independent of legislative arrangements, and they are 
reminded that the women of the harem enjoy these privileges. 
One wonders how long English women will continue to be 
blind to all the hideous implications of such theories, and one 
rejoices that they are at last being dragged into the open, and 
finding their place in print, for we have always known that 
they were the real foundation of the opposition.

The real opinion of a certain section of Anti-suffragists is 
found in the fact that they circulated Sir A. Wright’s letter 
to the Houses of Parliament, and to a good many members 
of the N.U.T.; Mrs. Moberly Bell (their Hon. Secretary) wrote, 
“ we felt he had put forward some of the points that we would 
like to make in a masterly, professional manner,” and later 
copies were obtainable, with a piece of paper pasted over the 
imprint, “ With the compliments of the Committee.” Clearly 
some of the more enlightened members of the League had pro
tected when it was too late. Now comes a fresh number of 
the Anti-Suffrage Review, with a notice of Mr. Harold Owen’s 
book, in which “ among our warm acknowledgments we may 
offer a word of criticism,” and this is, that “ he would have 
done well not to leave his approval of administrative activity 
so much to the inference of his readers.” Now the writer of 
this review may believe that women are really fit for adminis
trative activity ” in the field of local government, but it is 
sheer nonsense to say that Mr. Owen’s book suggests any 
such “inference” at all. Mr. Owen is the crudest and most 
consistent Anti, and argues not only that women are unfit for 
the vote, but that they are unfit for every form of productive 
and administrative work, and that “ woman is wholly super
fluous to the State except as a bearer of children and a nursing 
mother.” Men of this type speak of unmarried women as 
women ‘ ‘ for whom there is no room in England, ’ * and would 
have them shipped overseas to find "‘ rest each one in the 
home of her husband.” Suffragists have always maintained 
that these were the real opinions of their opponents, and the 
more civilised Anti-suffragists have indignantly denied it; now 
at last these opinions are published on the house-tops. Will 
the more civilised Anti-suffragists endure to stay in the camp? 
If so, they must bear the responsibility of tolerating these 
disgusting opinions; if they will come out from the organisation 
into which they have blundered, we will be more generous to 
them than they have been to us, and though we shall not be 
able to commend their consistency, we will not deny their 
honesty, and we will not even require them to determine 
that “ they will take no further step whatever towards the 
attainment of their ends ” until the Rudyards cease from 
Kipling.

There are two pieces of work which are absolutely essential 
if we are to retain any belief in the professions of the Anti
suffragists : one is, that they should clear their organisation 
of people holding the views of Mr. Owen and Sir. A. Wright, 
and the other that they should, in accordance with their 
“ second-string ” policy, do real hard work in promoting an 
amendment to the Home Rule Bill for the enfranchisement of 
Irish women. We do not know whether Miss Markham is 
a Home Ruler; we imagine Mrs. Humphry Ward is not. But 
the question is not whether one is or is not a Home-Ruler; the 
question is whether, if Home Rule is passed, women as well as 
men are to vote for the representatives of a local and 
subordinate Parliament, or in other words whether the Bill 
would be a better or a worse Bill if women were included.. 
Mrs. Ward’s enthusiasm for women in Local Government has 
been rather enthusiasm for an accomplished fact than that which, 
informs a pioneer ; she now has a chanee of breathing that 
enthusiasm into a great reform in the making, and we hope 
she may rise to it. If really we are to have Home Rule all 
round, it is of importance not less to Anti-suffragists than 
Suffragists that the first of the local. Parliaments should repre
sent women, and since a very large proportion of the Irish 
members are favourable to the enfranchisement of women, it 
would be no imposition on them for the Imperial Parliament 
to insist in the inclusion of women.

It may be said that, if this is the case, there is no hardship 
in waiting until the Irishmen have enfranchised their own 
women. Those who are not being asked to wait rarely see 
the hardship of waiting. The necessary alterations of the 
Irish franchise laws would take many years. To say that 
the Nationalist members are favourable to the enfranchisement 
of women is not to say they “ put it first,” and it is highly 
improbable that they would begin their legislative work by 
thinking of the women; at least, all history is against such 
a supposition. When they have got their electoral machinery 
in working order, their parties and their agents with all their 
vested interests and crusted prejudices, Irish women will 
meet over again all that opposition which we find in England, 
and which is like the mindless and heartless opposition of dead 
matter. Even supposing the more logical and passionate 
temperament of the Irishman leads him to a more prompt 
.attention to human needs than is given by the sentimental and 
stolid Englishman, he may have all sorts of difficulties to 
contend with. No one yet knows how the Second Chamber 
is to be constituted. It seems likely that the Government 
proposal to begin with a nominated Senate will meet with great 
opposition and it may be defeated, but however the Senate 
is constituted, it will be an unknown quantity that may prove 
a very serious obstacle to women’s suffrage.

With the question at the stage it now is, clearly no new 
constitution should be set up which shuts women outside the 
doors of a local Parliament, and we appeal to Mrs. Ward and 
Miss Markham to signalise their complete disagreement with 
the reactionaries and Orientalists of their party by a bold and 
emphatic declaration in favour of the enfranchisement oi Irish
women. We shall then believe that they have taken up Local 
Government not merely as a stick wherewith to beat the 
Suffragists.

• I ---- .—$ .In Memoriam,
W. T. STEAD.

Of all those who perished in the great disaster of the wreck 
of the “ Titanic,” none will be more sincerely mourned than 
W. T. Stead. He was so intensely alive, had such a keen enjoy
ment in his hundred and one active interests, that it is almost 
impossible to associate him with the thought of death. His 
was a very many-sided character; the writer of the Truth about 
the Navy and the enthusiastic advocate of the two-keels-for-one 
principle, was also a mainstay and foremost representative of the 
Peace movement. The friend and champion of Cecil Rhodes 
and the probable inspirer of Rhodes’s last will and testament 
was also a noted Pro-Boer; and the strenuous opponent of 
autocracy in all its forms in this country was the skilful apologist 
of autocracy in Russia. But there were no cross-currents or 
apparent contradictions in his attitude towards all the group of 
questions which mainly concern the readers of The Common 
Cause ; he was the strenuous friend of justice to women always 
and everywhere, whether it concerned the Parliamentary 
suffrage, educational opportunities, professional employment, 
the principal of a fair day’s wages for a fair day’s work, and 
last but not least over all that range of moral questions which 
are the measure of human degradation, because they involve a 
sacrilege of things that should be in the holy of holies. What 
Stead did to rouse public opinion to a tolerably decent standard 
on these matters of grave national importance will never be 
forgotten, and when the history of the reform of moral ideas on 
the relation of the sexes comes to be written his name will ever 
hold an honoured place.

Twenty-seven years ago the age of consent for little 
girls was thirteen. Children of that age were bought and 
sold for immoral purposes in London and many other places 
and the law did nothing for their protection. There was 
a Committee of the House of Lords which inquired into 
this awful subject and cognate, matters. It reported and, 
mainly by the influence of the then Lord Shaftesbury, a Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill, raising the age of consent and making 
other necessary changes, was passed through all its stages, not 
once only, in the House of Lords; but session after session it 
was talked out, counted out and otherwise blocked and 
prevented from passing in the House of Commons. The mass 
of members knew nothing and cared nothing for these things. 
A few did know and wished for no change and these few, by 
the apathy and ignorance of the rest, were let to have their way. 
At this time there was a young journalist in London, formerly 
editor of The Northern Echo, who had become editor of The 
Pall Mall Gazette. He determined that the Minotaurs of 
London should no longer have their daily tribute of little 
•children. In the National Gallery at Milbank is Watts’ picture 
of “ The Minotaur ” to remind us always of the deep impression 

this young journalist’s work made on one of the master minds of 
his time. Stead made a carefully thought out plan. He got 
together what he called a Secret Commission to investigate 
what was going on in the infernos of London. He proved 
beyond all shadow of doubt that young children were daily 
sacrificed to the cruel lusts of men, that the entrapping and 
ruining1 of young women was a regular branch of trade, and that 
all the horrors springing from this white slave trade, horrors of 
the most ruthless and abominable description, were constantly 
going on in England without let or hindrance. He induced a 
Committee, consisting of Bishop Temple, Mr. Samuel Morley, 
Mr. Spurgeon, Dean Vaughan, Mr. Hugh Price Hughes and 
others, to hear the evidence which this Commission could bring 
before them, and day after day, in the most conspicuous part of 
The Pall Mall Gazette, this evidence was published from July 
6th, 1885, for about a fortnight. There was a howl of 
execration from those who can put up with these abominations 
taking place so long as they are not mentioned in polite society. 
Certain people recommended that the author of these articles 
and the paper in which they appeared should be prosecuted. 
Messrs. W. H. Smith were too virtuous to allow The Pall Mall 
to be displayed on their bookstalls, and could with difficulty be 
induced to supply it to their customers. But Stead’s work was 
successful in its aim : the House of Commons dropped the 
former levity with which it had prevented the Criminal Law 
Amendment Bill becoming an Act. It was passed through all 
its stages, and the moral conscience of the country having 
become awakened out of sleep, much wholesome effort was made 
to attain a really higher standard of moral conduct The 
Vigilance Association was formed under the direct influence and 
auspices of Mr. Stead and has done valiantly in carrying on 
the work for which he sacrificed himself in 1885. Mr. Stead 
himself was imprisoned for three months at first as an ordinary 
criminal, for a technical breach of the law in the course of his 
heroic work. But he did not mind that; he and the governor of 
the prison became fast friends and when he left Holloway he 
was allowed to carry away his prison clothes. These he donned 
on each successive anniversary of his imprisonment, for he took 
great pride in what he called his order of the Broad Arrow.

If we ask, What made him what he was? I think the reply 
must be : The divine gift of imagination. He had the power of 
putting- himself in the place of others : when he heard of a 
little girl child of thirteen subjected to worse than murder, the 
recital did not go in at one ear and out at another; he became 
that child, and he rested not night nor day till he had made it 
impossible, or at least difficulty, that other children should suffer 
a like fate. He told me once that besides the great influence 
on his mind, in the formative period of youth, of Mrs. Josephine 
Butler, he was very greatly influenced by the reading of 
“ Aurora Leigh.” The whole woman’s question is in that 
book, and in the words of Marion Erle, where she says, “ I was 
not ever, as you say, seduced but simply murdered,” are 
probably to be found the seed from which sprang the great work 
which Stead accomplished in 1885.

He fully appreciated the enormous value which Women’s 
Suffrage would have in helping the world on to a better, 
relationship between men and women. He was our constant 
friend and helper. We all feel the poorer for his loss. The 
last time I saw him and exchanged greetings with him was on 
March 28th. We women were tramping up and down Parlia
ment Square waiting for news of the Conciliation Bill. He 

■ came on his way towards his home in Westminster, and gave 
us his good wishes. Defeat was our immediate guerdon : but 
with work like ours there is no such thing as defeat. We must 
go on, working harder, devising new and more effective 
methods, and cheered by the remembrance of men like William 
Stead, who had. taken for his motto Alfred the Great’s last 
words, “Protect and shelter the weak. With all thy might 
right that which is wrong.” There is a new Criminal Law 
Amendment Bill before the House of Commons now : it deals 
another blow at the White Slave Trade. , it is blocked just as 
the Bill of 1885 was, but we are not where we were then. We 
are in a better position, and we owe a great deal of that better
ment to the man who was lost in the “ Titanic ” on April 15th.

M. G. Fawcett.

The Anti-Suffrage Handbook.
The Anti-Suffrage League has published—or, rather, has had 

printed—a little book to enable their workers to put misleading 
questions at Suffrage meetings, and write misleading letters to 
the Press. I know this sounds a very harsh thing to say of 
anyone, and I should not say it merely from a perusal of the 
book, grossly misleading as it seems to me to be. I say it 
because, by the question put to some (not all) of those who try 
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to buy the Handbook, it is evident that the last thing that is 
desired is that we should get hold of it. If it were intended to 
convert, or if it were perfectly straightforward, there could be 
nothing more desirable, from the point of view of Anti- 
Suffragists, than that it should be widely circulated and read, 
especially among Suffragists. But, as I shall show, it is not 
calculated to convert anyone. It is designed purely to baffle 
Suffrage speakers for. the moment, and convey the impression 
that there is something wrong." I give one example only. 
It is a glaring one.

The question is put from the audience : " Is it not a fact that 
the industrial laws, which you have quoted as helping sweated 
women in New Zealand, were passed before women had the 
vote? ”

We do not all easily keep dates in our heads, and are liable 
to be baffled by such a question if it were an honest one, this 
would be perfectly fair. But it is not, and the questioner either 
knows that it is not or she is ignorant to a degree which should 
keep her silent.

An Industrial Act was passed in 1890. It did very little for 
the worst-off, i.e., the sweated women.

Women were enfranchised in 1893. In 1894 the “Industrial 
Arbitration ” Act was passed. It came into force in 1895. It 
was consolidated and amended in 1900, and several times since. 
These Acts are the charter of the sweated woman, and are 
“especially valuable” to her in a way in which the Victorian 
Wage Boards (set up before the enfranchisement to women in 
Victoria) are not.* Yet these are the Acts under which those 
awards were given, which raised the Condition of the sweated 
women, and which, according to the .Anti-Suffrage Handbook 
(P- 39), were drafted and introduced . . . before women had 
votes. This is a distinct attempt to mislead'. Many beneficent 
laws are "drafted and introduced ” which are never passed, 
or not until those chiefly concerned have political power.

I propose to go through the book and deal, as briefly as 
possible, with the more glaring mis-statements.

On page 7 the author (anonymous) of the Handbook accuses 
us of complaining' that, under the promised Reform Bill, “every 
tramp ” will have a vote, and no educated woman. We do not 
know—nor does the author—what the Reform Bill will be; 
but, if there is to be a residential qualification, “every procurer 
and bully, (if male) ” may be put instead of “every tramp,” and 
the position of the educated (and virtuous) woman will be no 
less an outrage.

On page 8 we are told that the country has not pronounced 
on Women’s Suffrage. But the Times (November 24, 1910) 
said that this was made an issue at the coming General Election, 
by Mr. Asquith’s promise of facilities :—

Woman Suffrage, and Woman Suffrage on a democratic 
basis, is an issue at this election, and if the election confirms 
the Government in power, the new Parliament will be considered 
to have received a mandate on the subject of Woman Suffrage.”

Mr. John Massie, Hon. Treasurer to the Anti-Suffrage 
League, and to the " Campaign Committee," which issues this hook, 
wrote in the same issue of the Times :—

“It is no use for Liberals to profess that, at the coming 
General Election, there will be one issue, and one only, before 
the country. There will be two—government by the Lords and 
government by women.”

It is no use for Mr. Massie to profess it either.
These expressions of opinion were nowhere contradicted by 

Anti-Suffrage Leagues or speakers until after the election.
Pages 12 to 2i are occupied by an attack on the honour of 

the House of Commons. It is hardly necessary to say that the 
more Anti-Suffragists assure us that the pledges given by 
members of Parliament mean nothing at all, the more anxious 
shall we become to obtain some more effective hold on them 
than is—on their own showing-—afforded by “womanly 
influence." However, on p. 19, even the Handbook abandons 
the attempt to prove that there is not a majority in the House ' 
for the principle of Women’s Suffrage.

On p.. 22 the author puts the number of election addresses, 
mentioning Women’s Suffrage, at 103, and uses this as showing 
that the question was not before the country. Nothing is said 
of the enormous number of candidates who received deputa- 
tions, gave written pledges, or were questioned at public 
meetings, the answers in every case being published.

. It would be interesting to know in how many election 
addresses the Insurance Act was mentioned, or Manhood 
Suffrage, or Welsh Disestablishment (outside Wales), or Home 
Rule (outside Ireland).

Passing now to its most important section on “Women and 
Labour,” the author begins with the statement that "Suffragist 
speeches generally imply that the amount of women’s work in 
factories and workshops is much greater than it really is.” It 
"really is ". 2,353,147. We are apparently expected to draw 
the conclusion that it cannot matter much what happens to 

them; there are only about two and a half millions—rather less. 
There are, however, also 2,260,352, it appears, who are engaged 
in professional or commercial occupations, or domestic services. 
But—“ the only occupation from which women are barred by 
legislation is work in mines ” (p. 26). This is a “ terminological 
inexactitude ” of the most magnificent kind, and accordingly 
it is printed in conspicuous type. In reply, I will quote Mr. 
Pethick Lawrence’s admirable pamphlet, “Women’s Votes and 
Wages.” Speaking, to begin with, of Government employ- 
merit, he writes :—

"Civil appointments account for some 250,000 employees. 
These include the vast army of officials working in Government 
offices, from the permanent heads of departments down to the 
junior clerks, also some 100,000 employees in the Post Office, 
also the posts of Customs officers, tax collectors and assessors, 
inspectors of schools, inspectors of factories, governors and 
doctors of prisons, diplomatic agents, consuls, etc.. . . the bulk 
of them, practically all the best paid, are arbitrarily closed to 
women. Thus, women cannot be appointed to any of the 
more important work in Government offices, they cannot fulfil 
any but the lower grades of service. (The italics are mine.) 
Women cannot be customs officers, as they frequently are in 
France; they cannot be tax collectors or assessors; there are no 
women governors or doctors of prisons, even for such a prison 
as Holloway, which is confined solely to women. (The italics 
are mine.) There are no women consuls, and no women in the 
diplomatic service. There are only about 20 women factory 
inspectors, where there are some 900 men; there are only 20 
women school inspectors, where there are about 250 men. In 
the Post Office all the best places are held by men.............‘

“ It is open to question whether in the Police Force, which in 
London is directly responsible to the Home Secretary, women 
might not with advantage be included for special purposes, as 
they are in Norway. An illustration of what is meant will be 
found in the fact that women’s lodging-houses have $9 be open 
to the inspection of the police at any hour of the day or 
night.”§

Mr. Lawrence goes on to point out that women may not 
practice at the Bar (and this excludes them from judgeships 
and recorderships). The law could compel their admission. I 
would add—they may not be stipendiary magistrates; they can 
hold but a tiny proportion of the best-paid medical posts; they 
can hold no preferment in the Church, and Mr. Lawrence points 
out the hardship this inflicts on women prisoners, who can only 
see the chaplain in the presence of a third person.

Add to this, the wholesale exclusion of women (by law) from 
many skilled industrial occupations by the simple process of 
closing to them the technical classes by which they could acquire 
the necessary, skill. +

It only remains that having, as far as possible, closed the best 
best paid and most highly skilled employments to women, and 
so driven them into sweated industries pecularly liable to wide
spread unemployment, Mr. John Burns shut the relief works 
provided for unemployed women by the Local Government 
Board on the ground that their work was “ unremunerative. ”■ 
Yet “ the loss on the men's work per person was even greater 
than that on the women's." §

A. Maude ROYDEN.
(To be continued.)

Our Duty to the Children.
Miss Naish’s little paper contains a brief but admirably lucid 

and reasonable account of the present position in which the 
unmarried mother finds herself on the birth of her child; of the 
law as it affects her and the man concerned; together with some 
practical suggestions for remedying the inequalities of their 
position and the evils arising from them—evils most serious in 
their reaction on the children. Readers of the Common Cause 
may have seen her artcles in the “ Standard" and in the 
“ Enlishwoman "; but the subject is so important that it is worth 
while again to recapitulate some of the main points which, it 
may be remarked, are all urged with great cogency in the 
Majority Report of the Poor Law Commission (Part viii., 
chap. 4).
• The present form of the law on the subject is conditioned by 
the recommendations of the Poor Law Commission of 1832. The 
Bastard Laws existing before that date, by which any man 
became the putative father of an illegitimate child on the uncor
roborated statement of its mother, had been productive of so 
much immorality and injustice that the Commission recom-

*" Sweated Industry,” by C. Black (p. 246-7).
tSee my “ Votes and Wages.”
§" Women’s votes and Wages.” F. W. Pethick Lawrence (p. 15).

. 1. the sole burden of maintenance should, up to the 
mendedshake thrown upon the mother. In 1844 an amendment 
age introduced which enabled the mother, by a proceeding in 
Pettv Session, to obtain an affiliation order upon the putative

amount of this order Is limited to 55. a week 
saelpective of the man’s income: but the maximum is 
seldomreached. The costs of the order and expenses incidental 
to the child’s birth, or if it has died, of its funeral, may be 
included. As a matter of fact, as the 1909 Commission stated, 
“Procedure under the law as it now stands is uncertain and 
difficult.” Since 6 or, in some places 14 days, during which no 
sunervision is exercised, must elapse between the serving of the 
order (for which the woman has to pay 3s. 6d. plus 25. tor 
service) and the hearing of the case, “ in a large number of cases 
the procedure fails and the man escapes payment by the simple 
expedient of removing to another place." (Poor Law Com
mission Report). If, however, the order is granted, the man. 
only legally liable on application by the woman herself. Wit
nesses before the Commission strongly emphasised Miss Naish s 
condemnation of “a regulation by which the girl is again 
placed in the power of a man who has already refused to 
legalise his relations with her.” She urges that the procedure 
should be facilitated and the opportunities for evasion reduced: 
and that the power to make application for and duty of enforc
ing the order should rest upon the administrative authority 
(in most cases the Poor Law Guardians), and should be executed 
by a maintenance officer instead of by the woman herself.

The Maternity Benefit granted under the Insurance Act will 
doubtless be a real advantage to the unmarried mother; but 
neither this nor whatever sums may, by improved procedure be 
recovered from the father, can be expected without a profound 
change in law and opinion, to go far towards solving, the 
problem of the future of the mother and her child. It is to 
be looked for in the systematic provision of help for her at 
this difficult period, and, on the moral side, in the maintenance 
of the maternal relation. At present the unmarried girl who finds 
herself about to become a mother must, in the vast majority of 
instances, apply to the Poor Law Guardians. The treatment 
at present provided by them is thoroughly unsatisfactory. To 
quote once more from the Commission’s Report: ‘‘There is, 
perhaps, no more difficult problem in Poor Law administration 
than the treatment of unmarried mothers, and none in which 
discriminating methods might have greater results. The need 
for introducing a different system from the present has made 
itself universally felt among Poor Law workers. . •" It is in 
discrimination that the way of reform is to be found : the worst 
feature of the present system is the lack of it. It is a funda- 
mental mistake to assume, as has been the case hitherto, that 
all the unmarried mothers coming to the workhouse (where 
far the larger proportion of births are illegitimate) belong to 
the same class. On the contrary, three classes may be dis- 
tinguished, for which entirely different treatment is required. 
There are the feeble-minded—in whose case segregation and 
detention is essential alike in their own interest and in that of 
the population as a whole. There are next the depraved: for 
whom again prolonged detention is necessary if any reforma
tive influences are to be brought to bear upon them: and who 
must be separated from the young mothers, fallen for the first 
time, in whose case wise treatment may mean useful and happy 
lives in the future: but who are at present deprived of such a 
prospect by the associations to which they are subjected in the 
workhouse. Few unions at present provide separate accommo
dation for them : yet “ The moral atmosphere of a workhouse is 
such that no young girl should be introduced into it if we have 
any hope or wish to reclaim her.”. The Commission strongly 
urge that “all first cases should be dealt with in institutions 
apart from the workhouse. Where suitable voluntary homes 
are available, it would be well that these should be utilised 
. , .; the authorities should. . . failing these, institute 
homes of their own. In either case . . the services of 
charitable workers should be utilised to watch over the girls on 
the first return to the world.”

In these homes the girls should be retained for some time: 
long enough for the restoration of their own health, the 
establishment of the health of the child; and the acquisition of 
such training, etc., and outfit for service as may enable them 
to return to the world with a fair chance of self-maintenance. 
On these lines it should be possible not only to save the mothers 
but to give to the children that fair start which is of paramount 
importance to the nation.

M. A. H.

“Whose Children are These?” By Ethel M. Naish, Birming
ham. Cornish Bros., Printers to the University. Price 2d.

Women and Local Government.

Reply to Miss Violet Markham.

the Anti^

Dear Madam,—We are glad to learn from you that you did 
not intend in your speech in the Albert Hall to make an attack 
on women in general, but only on women ratepayers.

It certainly appeared to us from the report in 
Suffrage Review, as well as from that in the Times, that your 
remarks had a wider bearing; in these reports you are made 
to speak of “ suffragists ” as not using the powers that they 
possess; but all suffragists are not ratepayers, nor are all 
ratepayers suffragists; and again, in another sentence as 
reported, you speak without qualification of women, saying, 
“Is it not humbug to talk about women having no share in 
the national life, when, a small minority excepted, they have 
shown so little practical interest or sympathy in causes which 
concern the aged, the sick, the destitute, the erring, the welfare 
of little children? ” It is therefore not surprising that, in 
common with many others, we fell into the error of supposing 
your indictment was more general than you intended it to be; 
but even thus restricted, it appears to us to be seriously unjust 
to the class you attack in altogethder ignoring the large number 
of that class who serve on education committees, old-age pen
sion committees, and other statutory committees (not to men
tion subordinate bodies), and also in wholly ignoring the grave 
difficulties in the way of women’s taking a larger share than 
they do take in local Government. ,

The assumption appears to be that nothing but callous in
difference to their fellow-creatures prevents a large number 01 
women from standing for election on to local government 
bodies, and that but for a similar want of feeling, the women 
ratepayers could easily secure their return. But this is tar 
indeed from the truth. In regard to the .first point, you speak 
in your letter of April 10th of “ the million-odd women rate
payers who are qualified to sit and vote.”. This is greatly 
to over-state the field that is open for choice of candidates, 
for by far the greater number of qualified women ratepayers 
are workers without leisure or money to enable them to come 
forward, even under favourable local circumstances. As 
regards the second point, the following are the facts : that the 
local franchise is not the same for women as for men; that 
the men electors are in a vast majority; that the elections are 
worked by party organisations which have proved extremely 
unwilling to put forward women instead of men; that women 
have no party funds available for election purposes, and as a 
rule do not possess sufficient private means to meet such 
expenses themselves. For the regrettable paucity of women 
councillors the. blame lies on the men who form the caucuses 
and pull the strings.

You call attention to the fact that 232 Boards of Guardians 
(or more accurately now 230) have no woman member, but it 
must pot be forgotten that Rural District Councillors who 
serve as Guardians are elected by parishes, each of which 
returns only one member; and it is not extraordinary that a 
single member should in most cases be a man, especially 
when it is borne in mind that the parochial register in England 
and Wales admits no women lodgers, no women owners and 
no women as service voters, thus putting men electors in a 
very great majority.

It is no doubt desirable that these difficulties should stimu
late rather than discourage women electors; and the Women’s 
Local Government Society does, as you state, earnestly appeal 
to them to do their utmost notwithstanding. But it is one 
thing to make an appeal of this sort, and quite another to 
attack women ratepayers in public as tolerating slums, and 
insanitary dwellings, infant mortality, indifferent education 
and child labour. ,

We have answered your accusation at some length, for the 
really important matter is for all of us to know what the true 
situation is, that we may be able to train our batteries on 
the genuine obstacles in our way, and not on illusory shadows. 
We cannot but think that if your membership of our Society 
had dated further back than from February 10th, you might 
have had a truer appreciation of the difficulties which impede 
the work of women in local government. Signed on behalf 
of the Women’s Local Government Society,

Jane M. Strachey, President.
Mary T. Lockyer, Hon. Treasurer.
Annie Leigh Brown, Hon. Secretary.

19, Tothill Street, Westminster, April 18th, 1912.
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A Message to the N.U.T

—1

From Miss Isabel Cleghorn, ex-President of the N.U.T., 
we have received the following :—

I am pleased to be asked to send a message to the women 
teachers who read The Common Cause.

My message is, one of encouragement, of hopefulness. Do 
not let the failure to carry the franchise resolution last week 
weaken your faith, either in the righteousness of your cause or 
the friendship and goodwill of your fellow-teachers. The 
principle of the enfranchisement of women was not voted upon, 
and therefore was not defeated. The question upon which the 
delegates divided was: “ Shall votes for women be discussed 
at our annual conference? ” at least, that is what was really 
meant by the moving of the ‘ ‘ Previous Question. ’ ′ The 
answer was, 36,225 against its being discussed, 22,284 for its 
discussion. But that did not necessarily mean that 36,225 are 
against the principle that sex should be no disqualification for 
the vote. It simply meant that in many, nay, in most cases 
those who voted against, believed in “Votes for Women,” but 
did not consider it a suitable subject for discussion at an 
educational conference. So, do not be discouraged—go back 
to your local Association and convert the doubters; but do not 
go back for that purpose only; take your due share in the 
work, in the discussions, in the formation of policy.

Help to strengthen the Union by bringing into the ranks 
of the Association of which you are a member those who are 
outside, educate your women colleagues on their duties towards 
education, towards their profession,- and then show them how 
they can assist both, by helping the cause you have so much 
at heart—the enfranchisement of women. And so, in quiet 
strength, in fearless faith, in unfailing' hope your end will be 
attained. Isabel Cleghorn.

In Parliament.
THE HOME RULE BILL.

The Bill was on April 16th read a first time by 360 to 266, 
majority 94. Mr. Birrell’s speech sin winding up the debate 
should be read, for most of it constitutes a series of arguments 
for the enfranchisement of women. " Every year that passed,” 
he said, “had heightened the character and increased the 
efficiency, and had already gone far completely to establish the

NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES.
OBJECT : To obtain the Parliamentary franchise for women on the same terms as it is or may be granted to men.
METHODS > (a) The promotion of the claim of women to the Parliamentary (vote by united action in Parliament and by all constitutional 

methods ol agitation in this country. (b) The organisation of Women's Suffrage Societies on a non-party basis.
Hon. Stoitorin : President: Secretary: Hon. Treasurer

Miss K. D. COURTNEY. Mbs. HENRY FAWCET®, LL.D. Miss GERALDINE Cooks. Mrs. AUERBACH.
Him Edith PALLISER (Parliamentary). Hon. Secretary to Press Committee: Miss EMILY M. LEAN.

Tthpamc • " Voiceless, London." Hon. Sec. to Literature Committee: Miss I. B. O’MALLEY. Telephone I i960 Victoria.
Offices: Parliament Chambers. Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, S.W.

From Headquarters.

SPECIAL GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING.
The Executive Committee has resolved to call a special 

general Council Meeting of the National Union, to consider the 
position of the Union in view of the present situation. This 
meeting will have the powers of the annual meeting with regard 
to any alteration of the rules or policy, should the resolutions 
passed make this necessary. The meeting will be held in the 
Essex Hall, Strand, W.C., on Tuesday, May 14th, and will be 
continued on Wednesday, May 15th, if necessary.

The resolutions to be proposed by the Executive Committee 
will be despatched to Secretaries of Societies on May 2nd, and 
resolutions, for inclusion in the agenda must be received at the 
offices of the Union not later than May 7th. Societies are 
requested to send the names of delegates by the same date. 
The number of seats for visitors (i.e., members of N.U. Societies 
not acting as delegates) will be limited, and applications for 
these must be sent through the Secretaries of Societies in good 
time.

All

LONDON SOCIETY OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES 
58. Victoria Street, S.W.

PUBLIC RECEPTION, TUESDAY, APRIL 30,
3.30 to 6 p.m. Empress Rooms, Kensington (High Street Station), Chair —Miss A. MAUDE ROYDEN (Ex Com. N.U.W.S.S. & L.s.W.s.) 

Speakers — Miss K. D. COURTNEY (Hon. Sec., N.U.W.S.S.); Miss FRANCES STERLING (Ex. Com. N U W S S ) 
discussion invited.
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reputation of these county councils.” He alluded to the well 
known and pressing need for Poor Law Reform in Ireland, and 
said it was generally admitted that it “ would be dealt with far 
more quickly, and I think, far more wisely in a Parliament in 
which everybody, we hope, would be fully represented than by 
this House.” He said also: “We are all of us potential 
rebels; I have no sympathy with persons who say ‘ Oh, no, 
you must never in any circumstances speak as if you would 
rebel.’ I am capable even myself, in my old age, of becoming 
a rebel.” The spurs which he appeared to consider adequate for 
rebellion were “ whenever your religion is oppressed or your 
property differentiated and despoiled.”

SUFFRAGISTS AT ELTHAM COLLEGE.
In reply to a question by Mr. MacCallum Scott on the 18th, 

as to whether the women teachers at Eltham Training College 
were using their official position for the dissemination of litera
ture in favour of Woman Suffrage, Mr. J. A. Pease replied : 
‘ ‘ There is nothing in the Regulations to prevent teachers in 
training colleges from expressing opinions upon topics such as 
Woman Suffrage, and I think we may rely upon the sense of 
responsibility in the teachers to restrain them from using their 
influence improperly in matters of this kind.”

SUFFRAGIST PRISONERS.
Mr. McKenna, answering questions on April 17th, said that 

the number of women being forcibly fed varied from day to day ; 
it was then seventeen. He also stated that he had allowed 
certain modifications of the prison rules after consultation with 
the Chairman of Quarter Sessions. These are not, however, 
by any means the privileges hitherto accorded to political 
prisoners like Sir Starr Jameson and Mr. Ginnell. Mr. 
McKenna said: “I can assure the hon. member (Mr. W. 
O’Brien) that the owners of the windows, who lost between 
them some £6,000, which has not been repaid to them by the 
persons who broke their windows, are strongly of the opinion 
that the punishment has not been anything' like severe enough.”

On the 23rd Mr. McKenna described a letter which had been 
circulated to the press by Miss Sylvia Pankhurst as “a tissue of 
falsehood.” Forcible feeding had been carried on “.with as 
little use of force and as much gentleness as the conduct of the 
prisoners would permit. No woman has been thrown into dark, 
damp and unwholesome cells. No woman has been handcuffed 
except where that was the only way to prevent her breaking her 
windows or furniture. No woman has been frog-marched, 
beaten or bruised.”

LIST OF SOCIETIES.
Members are reminded that the list of Societies, with names 

and addresses of Secretaries, is published quarterly in The 
Common Cause, and copies of the last number containing the 
list can be obtained from the offices of the N.U.

ORGANISERS.
The N.U. has recently created a new grade of “ assistant 

organisers,” and it is hoped that it may be possible to appoint 
an assistant organiser, as well as a full organiser, to every 
Federation. A number of organisers have also been appointedA number of organisers have also been appointed
for training.

NEW SOCIETIES.
The following new Societies have been affiliated to the Union : 
North-Western Federation.^M.urton-cum-Hilton.
North-Eastern.—Walker and Wallsend.
Eastern Counties.—Felixstowe, Walton and District;

Southend and Westcliff-on-Sea; Thetford.
N. and E. Ridings of Yorks.—Grimsby.
Oxford, Berks and Bucks.—Wokingham; High Wycombe.
West Midlands.—Nuneaton.
Surrey, Sussex and Hants.—East Grinstead.
South Western.—Tiverton. K. D. Courtney.

Press Department.

The following encouraging’ reports have been' sent to us this 
week from the Surrey, 1 Sussex and Hants Federation, the 
Eastern Counties Federation, and the South Western 
Federation :—

Miss Atkinson, of the Surrey, Sussex and Hants Federation; 
says :—“ The work of procuring insertion for general Suffrage 
news becomes increasingly easy. The daily papers published in 
the large towns are naturally the most important, and of these 
the Sussex Daily News (Brighton) and the Evening News 
(Portsmouth) are both satisfactory. Among those papers issued 
weekly or bi-weekly, 22 are in the Surrey area, and from these 
the Farnham Herald must be singled out as being most 
consistently useful and friendly. The Surrey Mirror, Surrey 
Leader, and Croydon Times are also sympathetic, while the 
Surrey Times has given publicity to a series of letters from the 
Vice-Chairman of the Federation, in which the policy of the 
National Union has been constantly defined.

In Sussex, 31 papers are dealt with. The Eastbourne 
Gazette devotes several columns weekly to “ Women’s Sphere,” 
and Suffrage news is well represented. The Brighton Herald 
constantly gives space to communications from the Federation 
Local Correspondent, while , the Editor of the Hove Gazette, a 
little paper with a value all its own and which might well be 
taken by the ‘ Hove residents, courteously inserts all Suffrage 
news sent him.

Hants has 22 papers serving the area covered, by the 
Federation. Entirely new ground has lately been broken in the 
Isle of Wight, and the Editors of the Shanklin Gazette, Isle of 
Wight Guardian, and the Isle of Wight Mercury have expressed 
and proved themselves friendly. Valuable work has been done 
with the Hampshire Chronicle and Hampshire Observer—the 
former paper was apparently only awaiting a correspondent 
to enlist whole-heartedly on the “ right side.” Many a short 
article on Suffrage has appeared in its columns. Special 
mention must be made of the Hants and Sussex County Press, 
whose Editor has been placing a column practically once a week 
at our disposal. It is necessarily a somewhat invidious task to 
select certain papers for special commendation, and the impossi
bility of mentioning all those which, in varying degrees, have 
rendered us service must be borne in mind. Nearly every paper 
reports local Suffrage news fairly, and distinctly hostility is 
rare.

The number of papers now regularly dealt with is 75; and it 
is hoped that the whole 120, which is the total number published 
in the three counties, will, through the agency of our rapidly- 
increasing number of Societies, gradually come under super- 
vision. ′

In relation to the system of organisation adopted in this 
Federation, the importance of the work done by the 
correspondents cannot be over-estimated, they alone coming- into 
direct touch with the editors, and to them in the main the 
success of the work is due. To those whose cordial and steady 
co-operation have made the organisation of press work in this 
Federation a light as well as a pleasurable task, I gladly take 
the opportunity of expressing grateful thanks.”

Miss Fanny Johnson, from the Eastern Counties Federation, 
reports :—
. The Cambridge Daily News had a very good account of an 
interview with Mrs. Heitland (President of the Cambridge 
“ omen’s Suffrage Society), and with Mr. Vulliamy (Secretary 

the Men s.League in Cambridge University), after the defeat 
01.1the Conciliation Bill. The same issue contained a good 
editorial reference to the subject, embodying the views of the 
National Union. This paper is invariably sympathetic.

Ine Bedfordshire Times is another good paper. It contained 
a long and sympathetic editorial after the defeat. On the whole 
there is a tendency for the best results from the Liberal papers 
But in constituencies which are represented by prominent and 
convinced Suffragists of either party, such as Lord Robert 

the local press is apt to follow suit.
Tne North Herts Mail and Herts Express, for example, both 

senionist Papers, are favourable, partly no doubt for this 
reason, and also partly, no doubt due to the fact that the local 
secretaries, Miss. Villiers (Hitchin) and Miss Wilkinson (Letch- worth) are peculiarly active and able. ”

WE that the fact that we are a Trade Union House and are entrusted with 
the business of so many National Societies (Suffrage and others) 
is an important point in favour of our claim for your business.

THINK Templar printing Works, Birmingham, you TUI MI10 ■ I I I 11 11 R. CROMBLEHOLME, Trade Manager. IUU | I | I I J
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From the South Western Federation we hear “ that the two 
Conservative papers, the Gazette and the Western Morning 
News, are not “hearty supporters” of the Suffrage cause, 
though they report meetings, etc. For that Miss Baly says : 
“ We depend chiefly on the Western Daily Mercury, a Plymouth 
paper, and the Express and Echo, an Exeter evening paper. 
These two journals never fail, if space allows it, to insert any 
paragraphs connected with Woman Suffrage sent to them. Mr. 
Herbert Thomas, the managing-director of a group of seven 
Cornish papers, viz., The Cornishman, the Cornish and 
Morning News, the Cornish Telegraph, the Cornish Tidings, 
the Redruth Advertiser, the St. Ives Weekly Summary, the 
Helston Advertiser, and the Hayle Mail, is a supporter of 
Woman Suffrage.”

Emily M. LEAF.
The following letter was sent to the Press on the 20th :—
Dear , Sir,—May we, on behalf of the National Union of 

Women’s Suffrage Societies, express our profound regret that 
some Suffragists and Anti-suffragists should have responded 
to the invitation to make the terrible disaster of the Titanic 
the field for controversy on the question of women’s suffrage?

Before such a calamity as the wreck of the Titanic, one 
feeling alone should be paramount: that of heartfelt, respectful 
sympathy for all those who have suffered bereavement*

The heroism and tragedy connected with such events should 
surely place them beyond the range of political controversy.

Yours very truly,
K. D. Courtney, Hon. Sec., 
Edith Palliser.

Requests for Suffrage literature come to us now from all 
over the world. One of Mrs. Auerbach’s first actions on her 
return from South Africa was to send large parcels of pamphlets



and leaflets there. On Saturday came a request from Ohio, 
which, as everyone knows, is one of the six American States 
which will vote on Suffrage amendments' to their constitution 
this autumn. We are publishing this week a leaflet called, 
‘ Why we are in a Hurry,” founded on an ABC page in the 
COMMON CAUSE which Mrs. Auerbach says she found specially 
useful in South Africa. The arguments for Women’s Suffrage 
are based on principles of universal justice which apply every
where, and leaflets published for use in Great Britain are read 
with interest by women striving for freedom all over the world.

The National Union has stocked Miss Lowndes’s delightful 
pamphlet on “ Banners and Banner Making,” price 3d., pub- 
lished by the Artists’ League and reviewed in the Common 
Cause of April 11th. It comes at a good moment, as many 
Societies which have not yet got banners will want to make 
them for summer open-air demonstrations. Miss Lowndes 
gives some very practical suggestions, and at the same time 
stimulates the imagination. Her visions of delphiniums are 
refreshing to the tired suffrage-worker, and it is good for us 
to think about something so different from our usual subjects 
of thought as “ chevrons ” and “ vair and counter-vair, ” 
even if we do not quite know what they mean.

I. B. O’Malley.

last week showed who our friends are and what our genuine 
strength is.

“ With kindest regards,
“ I remain,

“ Philip Snowden.

Mr. Snowden’s Encouragement.

The following reply has been received by Miss Palliser to a 
letter thanking Mr. Snowden for the part he took in the debate 
on March 28th

“ April 2nd, 1912.
“ Dear Miss Palliser,—I thank you for your letter convey

ing to me the thanks of your Executive Committee for the little 
help I was able to give our cause last Thursday. I do not 
need that you women should thank me for anything I am able 
to do to help this movement, which is as much mine as yours.

“ Like all of you, I was very depressed for a little with the 
result of the division, but I was more indignant than sorry. I 
am not now in the least depressed, as after thinking it all over 
I am inclining to the view that the result was perhaps the 
best thing in the circumstances. The ‘ antis ’ mustered their 
full strength—they never can do more—and every circumstance 
favoured them.

“ I am sure I need not tell you all to keep up your hearts. 
That you will do, and the movement will go on. The division

Treasurer’s Notes.
If proof were needed of the depth and intensity of purpose 

and of the calm courage that inspires Suffragists at the present 
moment, it would be amply provided by the letters which 
continue to reach us daily from all parts of the country. Some 
are from new contributors, and others are from old friends 
who announce their decision to increase their subscriptions, 
and nearly every donation is accompanied by some word of 
encouragement, so that as one reads these letters, it is as 
though one felt the pressure of friendly hands, and heard the 
sound of brave voices and saw the happy light of hopeful, 
trusting eyes.

One friend sends us money " for increased propaganda 
work,” and another sends a donation “ in consequence of the 
adverse vote.” A lady who has sent us two generous cheques 
within the last fortnight writes : “I am sure the Central Office 
needs all it can get to cheer it on its way just now.” Another 
subscriber writes : " The amount is larger than his contribution 
last year because of the present increased need of support,” and 
yet another writes : " This is a moment of such importance 
that everyone will do all they can. ’ ’ And three others have each 
sent us donations as " Easter Offerings. ‘ ’

The realisation of difficulties does not daunt us but, on the 
contrary, it fires us anew with an ever stronger desire to find 
the best and surest means of overcoming them.

Anyone who happens to travel to and fro in the country must 
be struck with the colossal ignorance that still exists with 
regard to the Women’s Suffrage question, and this in spite of 
the long' campaign and incessant labours of the Suffragists and 
the recent activity of the Anti-Suffragists. So the work that 
still lies ready to our hand, and for which no one need wander 
far afield, is the work of education and enlightenment, and 
money so spent cannot fail to yield its harvest of reward.

We have received some valuable help in the form of special 
donations to the Nottingham by-election, where our speakers 
have displayed the utmost courage and devotion, and we are 
now confronted with another by-election in the Forest of Dean 
Division of Gloucester, and we should be grateful for anything 
to help the campaign which is already going forward in that 
district. , Helena Auerbach.

Contributions to the General Fund.
£ s. d.

Already acknowledged since Nov. 1st, 1911 £2,056 5 3
Received from April lst to April 18th :— 1)

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Mrs. Joshua ... ... ......... ... 110
Mrs. Arthur Withington ........................ 110
Mrs. Digby ... ... ... ... . . 1 0
Miss M. A. Gresswell 2 0
Miss Alice Hawksley .................................. 110
Miss E. M. Greg ..........................  ... 5 0 0
Miss B. Poppleton .......................... 2 6
Miss E. M. Hildyard ........................ ... 5 0
Mrs. J. A. Bright ... ............. ... . .... 110
Mrs. G. C. Thompson ................................. . 10 0 0
Miss Grace Hartley ... 2 6
Mrs. P. Snowden ... ... ........................ 10 0
Mrs. G. Crosse ............. ........................ 2 2 0
Miss E. March .................................. 2 0 0
Miss McKee ............................................. 110
Mrs. Langley Browne ............ 10 6
Miss Dickinson ............................................. 5 0
Mrs. Corbett.................................  ... ... 110
Miss M. Mollett ... ... .............. 2 6
Miss B. S. Sackville ................................... 3 0
Miss M. F. Robinson ............. 1 0
Miss M. L. Despard ............. 5 0
Mrs. H. A. Thompson ............. 1 0
Mrs. White Birch ... 110

DONATIONS.
Hon. Mrs. Paley ......................  ... 10 0
Mr. and Mrs. Percy Harris ........................ 2 0 0
Miss Ethel Gavin ............................................. 110
Mrs. Hodgson *..................................  ... 5 5 0
Miss D. Pulleyn ............................................. 5 0
Miss Elworthy ............................................ 20 0 0
Miss B. B. Saunders ................................... 10 0
Miss W. G. Jameson ................................ . 5 0
Mrs. Selby ..................................................... . 110
Miss Atken .....................................  ... 4 4
Mrs. John Aldred ......... ′ ... 110
Miss D. Blundun ..................................... . 1 0
Miss H. A. W. Stark .................................. 20 0 0
Per Miss Walsh, commission on sale of C.C.

Cigarettes .......................................................5 0
Mrs. J. A. S. Sellar............................................. 5 0
Mrs. Oakley ............................................. 5 0 0
Mrs. Hecht ............................  6.. ... 6 5 0
Master C. Fitz R. Hecht ... ... ... la 2 0
Mrs. E. Stephens ... ... ... ... ... 5 0
Miss G. H. Garrett..................... 50 0 0
Mrs. H. P. Cobb ................................. . 110
Mrs. Bertram ............. , .. .."I 10 0
Mr. and Mrs. Thoday .................................. 2 0 0
Miss A. M. Allen ... ... ... ... ... 10 0
Mrs. Wright ... ... ... ... ... 4 0
Mrs. Tubbs (Elections) ... ... ... . Si 10 0 0

THE COMMON CAUSE.

Mrs. Tennant ... 1 ... 1... ............. . ... 2 0 0 
" Offl Glo’ ” ... ... ... ........... ........ ... 3 3 0 
Miss H. A. W. Stark   20 0 0 
Anonymous    .......... ... 5 0 
Mrs. Webster ... ... ... ................... -.. 1 1 0

AFFILIATION FEES.
Tiverton W.S.S. ... ............... ............... 5 0
Peterborough. W.S.S. .......................  ... 13 6 
Wakefield W.S.S. ... .......................... ... 1 17 6
Sheffield W.S.S............................................................. 8 9
High Wycombe ... ... ........................... 17 6
Southend, Westcliff and District 5 0 
Wokingham W.S.S.     2 0 
Kilmacolm W.S.S    14 6 
East Grinstead     10 9
Sevenoaks ........................................................ 12 9 
Langport ................................  5 0 
Bournemouth........................................................ 3 15 0
Felixstowe ............. •............   5 6
Sunderland ........   10 0
Hilton-oum-Murton ..............   5 0 
Walker and Wallsend ...................... ...................5 0 
Cupar ... ... ... ... ..... ... ... 1 0 3 
Malvern ............ ... ... ... ...................7 6

£2,252 5 1

By Election.
EAST NOTTINGHAM.

Result of the poll:—
Sir John Rees (U)  .............. 6,482
Mr. T. W. Dobson (L) ......... 5,158

Unionist majority ...... 1,324
We were not fortunate enough to get Mr. 

Dobson returned as member for East Nottingham, 
but everyone engaged in the campaign has the 
satisfaction of feeling assured that the question 
of the enfranchisement of women is better under
stood and more sympathetically regarded as a 
result of our week’s hard work.

Circumstances combined to make our 
experiences unusual. The short time at our 
disposal necessitated many meetings daily, 
and strenuous work generally; this we 
arranged, but other ‘ ‘ circumstances over 
which we had no control,” made our
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experiences somewhat exciting, and lent a 
flavour of adventure- to our evening meetings.

The constituency is an extremely poor one, and 
a by-election offered unwonted opportunities to 
the small boy, whose sense of humour consisted 
in collecting missiles of objectionable nature, 
which he threw with laudable industry, but not 
unerring accuracy at open-air speakers. Even so 
wet paper balls, banana skins, etc., occasionally 
punctuated our remarks, eggs happily always 
missed us, though members of the crowd suffered. 
This does not imply that we had not many 
interested listeners, and on polling day especially, 
we had much expressed sympathy, even from 
those supporting the opposition candidate.

We held from five to seven meetings a day, 
and at the midday meetings especially, had 
splendid hearing. We found it almost impossible 
to get away, these meetings usually lasting until 
nearly three o’clock.

Nottingham has a large female population, and 
a marked feature has been the great interest 
taken by women in our meetings. On election 
day we were delivering literature at a busy 
corner when some women asked for a meeting. 
I began speaking, though with some doubt as to 
the wisdom of the proceeding, on account of the 
locality. It was a great success, however, and as 
Mrs. Cooper and Miss Ward were having a 
similar experience at another point, while litera- 
ture was eagerly accepted everywhere, the day’s 
experiences were encouraging.

Another quite unusual feature was the accept
ance of our position, as supporters of a party 
candidate as a suffragist, and not as a party 
politician. Our policy was recognised as logical 
by members of both parties.

An indoor meeting on the eve of the poll was 
crowded with an interested and intelligent 
audience. The speakers were Mrs. Cooper, Miss 
Eva Ward and I, and Mrs. W. E. Dowson took 
the chair.

On the whole the majority of the adult popula- 
tion were most friendly, and that our work was 
occasionally made more difficult by the attentions
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f the children, is likely to make all of us keener 

: Afragists than ever. , . 
The Nottingham Society helped nobly, and will 

" be able to carry on the work. — „
I D C. E. CoWMEADOW.

Holiday Work in Chepstow.
[ (Miss Chambers and I started work in Chepstow 
I on Saturday, April 6th. That day was spent in 
I calling on various people in the town, but, 
| though we were everywhere kindly received, the 
result of the day’s work was very discouraging, 

| both political parties evidently feeling afraid to 
r commit themselves. The Easter holidays, too, 
seemed to be taking all but the Antis away from 
home. . . .

Although an Anti-Suffrage Society exists in 
I Chepstow, the general attitude is one of complete 
| indifference, unbroken except by the reports of 
I window smashing in London, and this fact made 
us decide to concentrate our efforts for the next 

I four days on two meetings in the town. The 
population of the place is 3,000, and with the 
help of Miss Blackstone, who joined us on the 
Monday, we visited nearly all the houses in 
Chepstow and Lutshill, talking to the people and 
distributing handbills and literature.

On Wednesday evening we held a meeting in 
Beaufort Square. The audience numbered about 
120, but there were no interruptions, and several 
pertinent questions were asked at the close.

On Thursday evening Miss Blackstone and I. 
spoke at a meeting in the Congregational School, 
Miss Chambers having been obliged to leave that 
morning. We had experienced much difficulty in 
deciding on a hall, as there is no large room in 
the place free from political or sectarian associa- 
tions. In spite of this the Schoolroom, which 
hold about 230 people, was well filled. ‘ No 

I disturbance was attempted, in spite of many local 
prophecies to the contrary, and at the close a 
resolution in favour of Women’s Suffrage was 
passed with only about five dissentients, though 
a large number abstained from voting. No local 
chairman could be obtained for either meeting.

On Friday we drove out to Caldicot and can- 
vassed the people there, assisted by Mrs. Hart- 
land of Hardwick Court.

। The police were exceedingly kind and helpful 
and both newspapers published about one-third 
of a column the first week on the work of the 
N.U.W.S.S., and three-quarters of a column the 
next week on the indoor meeting.

A Society has been started and has already a 
fair number of members.

M. E. HEWITT.

Federation Notes.
I West Midland.

Leamington FRANCHISE FETE.
" The two days’fete (April 17th and 18th) gave a total 

I of about £280, a quite satisfactory result when we 
remember the recent crisis of nerves among the local 
gentility. The newspaper reports, Standardand local, 

| were splendid. Everybody worked so hard that it 
I seems invidious to single out names, but Miss Hulbert 
I (C. and U.W.F.A.), Miss Seville (C.L.), Mrs. A. Hill, Miss 
| Hoare and Mrs. Haynes (N.U.) all of this town, were 
I tireless. Miss Frampton (N.U.), as stewards’ secretary, 
■ managed well a very difficult job, The side-shows 
I musical and dramatic, for which we have to thank Lady 
| Willoughby de Broke and the Birmingham N.U. (and 
I Mr. J. M. Barrie for his kind permission to perform 
I without author’s fee, “ The £12 Look ") were aln ost too 
I attractive, and drew people from the stalls. The 
.Sweated Industry " women had quite a good time

Leamington. They were taken for a drive round 
Warwick, and much appreciated a special dinner. The 
Misses Abrahams (N.U.), former pupils of Miss Twelves, 
Keswick, had a side-show, entitled “ The Spinners.” 

I There were also lectures on " Sweated Industries,” given 
by Mrs. Ring and Mrs. Dykes (N.U.). Mr. F. R. Benson, 

Lady Selborne, Lady Beatrice Kemp and the Arch- 
I deacon of Coventry, all spoke well and brightly, and we 

of the rank and file enjoyed ourselves much. Mrs. 
Aubrey Dowson’s and Miss Noel Wright’s stall (Solihull 
and Rugby) of foreign curios, and Miss Langley Browne’s 

I (West Bromwich), of autograph books, were perhaps 
the most interesting of all. As it was a Suffrage affair, 

perhaps needless to say the organisation—thanks to
I Miss Wright and Miss Hulbert—was excellent.

I West Riding (Yorks).
ORGANISING IN SHPLEY AND DISTRICT.

i — on March 27th I arranged a meeting in the People’s 
Tall, Shipley, when Mrs. Parrish was the speaker and

Aldersley and I helped. Mr. Mortimer kindly 
took the chair for us. There were about 50 people 
present. "

I On April 21st we are having the special meeting for 
members and sympathisers in St. Paul’s Church Schools, 
when we hope the committee and honorary officers will 
be elected "
I On Wednesday there was an " at home» in the

(THE COMMON CAUSE.

R e creation Hall, Otley. There was only a small 
attendance. Evelyn 8. CLARKSON.

BARNSLEY.—A members meeting was held in the 
Lecture Hall of the Y.M.C.A. Buildings, on March 11th, 
Mrs. Alexander presiding. The secretary and 
treasurer gave their reports showingan increase of 
membership and a balance on the right side. Mr. 
Bridge gave an excellent address, and a resolution 
urging the Government to pass the Conciliation Bill 
was unanimously passed.

On March 29th a public meeting was held in the 
Arcade Hall. Alderman Rideal presided and was sup- 
ported by other members of the council and local ladies 
and gentlemen. Mrs. Parrish, of Leeds, and Councillor 
Margaret Ashton, M.A., gave most inspiring addresses. 
Much disappointment was felt at the defeat of the Con- 
ciliation Bill on the previous day, but the members 
are filled with renewed enthusiasm and are determined 
in further efforts for the Cause A resolution urging 
Parliament to pass a measure for the enfranchisement 
of women this session was unanimously passed

BINGLEY.—A social was held in the Strand Cafe 
on Tuesday evening, March 19th, Dr. (Miss) 
Wodehouse (principal Bingley Training College) 
presided over a very good attendance. Songs 
were given by Mrs. Townsend and Miss Hardaker. A 
short address on " Why Women Should Have the Vote," 
was given by Miss Crabtree, and also by Miss Gough, 
M.A. A humorous sketch entitled " An Anti-Suffragette 
Meeting " was given by five students from the training 
college. A number of new members were enrolled.

BRADFORD.—Meetings held during the last month have 
been East Ward and Bradford Moor Branch ‘ At Home." 
Speakers, Mrs. Bauer and Miss Hoey; chair, Mrs. R. A. 
Harrison. Girlington Branch " At Home." Speaker, 
Mrs. Bernheim; chair. Miss Nachbar. Henton Branch 
" At Home." Speaker, Miss Hilston; chair, Mrs. Bern- 
heim. Bradford Society "At Home" for ministers and 
workers of the Free Church. Speakers, Mrs. F. D. 

’ Acland and Miss Pattinson, who spoke in the place of 
the Rev. Fleming Williams (hon. secretary of Free 
Church League for Women’s Suffrage), who was prevented 
from being present.

GOOLE.—The . Goole Women’s Suffrage Society held its 
first annual meeting on March 23rd in the Sailors’ 
Institute. The report and the balance-sheet were pre- 
sented, and gave evidence of a very successful year’s 
work. There was a membership of fourteen when the 
branch was started a year ago, and . we have now 70 
members. The society has been greatly helped by its 
affiliation with the West Riding Federation.

After the business meeting, a drawing-room meeting 
was held. Miss Beaumont (Wakefield) presided, and Mrs. 
Lucan-Davies, M.A. (who kindly came at very short 
notice, owing to the indisposition of Miss I. O. Ford) 
gave an excellent address, which much impressed her 
audience. During the afternoon Miss Kathleen Hepton- 
stall gave two recitations, " Ogistoh" and " Woman 
This and Woman That ‘‘—in a very charming manner. 
Tea—and a very good collection—concluded the after- 
noon’s proceedings

HUDDERSFIELD.—A council meeting was held, Mrs. J. 
Lookwood being in the chair. The hon. secretary, Mrs. 
Studdard, presented her report, showing that resolutions 
with regard to the Conciliation Bill had been acknow- 
ledged by the Premier, Sir E. Grey, Mr. Lloyd George 
and Mr. Sherwell. Mr. Leach, M.P., wrote an encourag- 
ing letter. A resolution was passed deploring the recent 
action of members of the W.S P.U., expressing a con- 
viction that such action was injurious to the Suffrage 
cause, and urging members of Parliament not to be 
detered by the rash action of a small section of 
suffragists from supporting the Conciliation Bill. The 
Council expressed its high sense of the invaluable ser- 
vices of Miss Siddon, who has done such good work during 
the past year

LEEDS.—The hon. secretary and other members of the 
committee have been busy the past few weeks getting 
the office at 9, Park Lane, ready for use in time for 
the " At Home " on the 22nd inst., to which members 
of all the West Riding Societies are invited.

Much appreciation has been expressed with regard to 
the inspiring leader which appeared in the ‘ Yorkshire 
Observer " of March 29th on the defeat of the Con- 
ciliation Bill

SHEFFIELD.—The annual meeting, followed by a social 
evening, was held at the Cutlers’ Hall on Friday April 
19th, when Mrs. F. B. Gill, Hon. Sec., presented a satis- 
factory report of work done during the year. The 
Treasurer’s report showed a total income of £58 9s. 3d., 
and a balance in hand of £6 16s. The officers of the 
Society were re-elected. Miss I. O. Ford, of Leeds, after- 
wards addressed the meeting on “ The Present Position 
of the Suffrage Movement." Her eloquent and witty 
address was listened to with great pleasure and profit, 
and we hope to lay to heart her stirring appeal for 
renewed effort, renewed enthusiasm, and still further 
self-devotion and self-denial. Dr. Helen Wilson presided 
We are glad to know that four out of five Sheffield 
members supported the Conciliation Bill—three voting 
for it and one pairing in its favour.

WAKEFIELD.—On Wednesday, March 26th, Mrs. Hudson, 
Grove Hall, Wakefield, very kindly lent her house 
for a Concert and White Elephant Tea. Over 60 people 
were present and the afternoon was a great success. 
Songs were given by Miss Grey and little Miss 
Margarita Hudson, who also gave a Spanish dance with 
her sister. Miss Beaumont recited "‘ Woman This and 
Woman That," and joined Miss Carr in an amusing 
duologue, " The Crystal Gazer.” The " White 
Elephants " realised £2 for the funds of the Society. 
Mr. Marshall, M.P. for Wakefield, a consistent friend, 
voted for the Conciliation Bill.

Oxford, Bucks and Berks.
WEST HERTS.—We approached our member, Mr. Arnold 

Ward, with regard to his receiving a deputation of 
electors in support of the Conciliation Bill. He replied 
that it was not usual for a member of Parliament to 
receive deputations with the object of which the mem- 
ber was quite out of sympathy. At the local municipal 
election we canvassed women electors in support of the 
candidature of Mr. Tripp, a member of the Urban 
Council, who is a staunch friend of Women’s Suffrage, 
and who last year laid our petition on the subject 
before the Urban Council. He was re-elected. We have 
been busy moving into a new office. Our address is . 
now, 6, The Parade, High Street, Watford.

Eastern Counties.
FORMATION of New Society at CROMER.

A small but very successful meeting, arranged by Miss 
Reeve and Miss Gray, was held at Cromer on Saturday,
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April 13th. The speakers were Mrs. Kellett and Mis 
Hunt. Literature was distributed, Common Causes 
sold, and about 15 people became members. A public 
meeting is being worked up, and there is every hope 
that a flourishing Suffrage society will soon be established 
in Cromer.

A NEW SOCIETY—Southend, WESTCLIFF AND 
DISTRICT.

A large and well-attended public meeting was held in 
the Manborough Hotel Hall, Southend, on March 19th. 
The speakers were Lady Stout and Miss Chrystal Mac- 
millan. Alderman Burroughs, J.P., was in the chair 
Special thanks are due to the speakers for their splendid 
appeal for members and friends. It was mainly due to 

. them that a good number of people became members, 
and that a decent collection was made. The resolution 
urging the new member, Mr. Guinness, to support the 
Conciliation Bill was passed with a large majority.

On March 25th a meeting of members and friends 
was held in Marlborough Hotel, and the Society was 
officially inaugurated, the following officers being 
elected:—Chairman, Mrs. Coleman, Hon. Secretary, 
Miss Stockings. Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. Hockley. Lady 
Rayleigh has since consented to act as President. The 
Society decided to affiliate with the National Union and 

, federate with the E.C.F. at once, and two future meetings 
were arranged.
DUNMOW.

On Friday, 29th of March, a meeting was held at the 
Liberal Rooms. The chair was staken by Miss Coyle, 
and a very interesting address was given by Miss 
Vaughan on the life of Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell. A dis- 
cussion on the suffrage situation followed, and a resolu- 
tion was passed calling upon Mr. Lloyd George to do all 
in his power to support the enfranchisement of women. 
Miss Vaughan also very kindly gave an amusing recita- 
tion.

On Tuesday, April 9th, a meeting was held in St. 
Mary’s Room. Miss Vaughan, who had given up an 
engagement, gave a convincing address on the 
history of the suffrage movement. A discussion and 
business meeting followed. This society has increased 
its membership and is spreading its activities. A sum- 
mer fete is in course of arrangement.

KING’s LYNN.—At a meeting held at Cozen’s Hotel, on 
the afternoon of Thursday, April 18th, the society 
formally decided to federate to the Eastern Counties 
Federation. , Miss Hovell, M.A., was elected hon. secre- 
tary in place of Miss Leake. It was also decided that 
this society should hold a large meeting in June. 1

LETCHWORTH.—On March 25th the annual meeting was 
held in Letchworth, the chair being taken by Sir George 
Fordham, one of the vice-presidents. The report and 
balance sheet were read, showing that the society had 
been very active during the year, and that 80 new 
members had been enrolled. The president (Lord 
Lytton), vice presidents and hon. officers were re-elected, 
with the addition of Lady Robert Cecil, Miss Reckitt 
and Mr. Nowers as vice-presidents.

NORWICH.—The Norwich Society has now decided to 
enrol Associate Members at a subscription of 3d. each. 
It is hoped in this way to number more members from 
the working classes. On March 29th a cottage meeting 
for working women was given by Miss Emma Landymore. 
All were won over to Women’s Suffrage, nearly all giving 
in their names as Associate Members.

Kentish.
FOLKESTONE.—The committee of the Folkestone Branch 

has decided to turn its attention to the women munici- 
pal workers in Folkestone. It is felt that work in this 
direction is greatly needed in the constituency, and the 
president of the society, Mrs. Sturts, kindly arranged 
meetings to which women voters were invited, and at 
which Miss Dutton spoke. A canvass of the women 
householders is now going on. Miss Dutton and Miss 
Edwards visiting them. Sir. E. A. Sassoon, the local 
member, paired with Mr. J. Chamberlain in favour of 
the Conciliation Bill.

SEVENOAKS.—The annual meeting of the Sevenoaks 
Branch was held on April 17th, when the President (Mrs 
Deane Streatfield), the Hon. Treasurer, Secretary and the 
Executive Committee were all re-elected. The report 
showed an encouraging amount of work done. Monthly 
meetings have been, held since the autumn, besides the 
monthly debates. The local Press throughout the year 
has been friendly. Disappointment, but not despondency, 
is the attitude of Sevenoaks concerning the fate of the 
Conciliation Bill. Our President in her address assured 
us that we are bound to win, and that the tide was in 
our favour. The afternoon was made festive by a mono- 
logue and dialogue bearing on the Suffrage question, 
capitally acted, and the audience was also treated to 
some delightful solos on the ‘cello. It was an enthusiastic 
and friendly gathering, and new members were gained.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—The mass meeting in March was a 
great success. The hall was full, prominent supporters 
sat on the platform, and the speakers were excellent. 
Lady Brassey presided. Sir John Cockburn, K.C.M.G., 
moved the following resolution: "That this meeting calls 
upon Parliament to pass a measure to enfranchise women 
in 1912. Miss Frances Sterling seconded it. Both made 
admirable speeches, and they were followed by a capital 
one from Sir J. Bromhead Matthews in support of the 
resolution which was carried with very few dissentients 
(the local Press reported four). It was felt all round 
that the meeting had made a very good effect in Tun- 
bridge Wells. Mrs. White’s monthly meeting took place, 
as usual, on the third Wednesday of the month (April 
17th). There was a good attendance, and Mrs. Mackintosh 
gave an interesting and instructive address.

Mrs. Upton Davis’s "At Home,” in March, and that of 
the Misses Scott, on April 20th, were well attended and 
did thoroughly good propaganda work. Mrs. Venning 
was the speaker on March 22nd, and Miss Nott-Bower 
on April 20th.

Miss Dutton (organiser for Kent) has just spent a week 
in the neighbourhood of Tunbridge Wells, and has been 
plodding at some very tough ground. She appeared at 
the meeting at the office on the 17th, and at an “At 
Home " given on the 18th, at Matfield, by Mrs. Perkins.

The secretaries urge upon the members of the Tun- 
bridge Wells Society to visit the office, 18, Crescent Road, 
more frequently. A great deal is lost by the members 
if they do not keep in touch with their own headquarters, 
and the secretaries, too, would gain further encourage- 
ment by the interest that might be shown occasionally 
even by the busiest of the members. Will those with 
leisure on one afternoon a week please note that more
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volunteers are wanted to take charge of the office from 
2.30 to 6?

ROCHESTER.—Following on the large and successful 
public meeting at the Corn Exchange, a meeting was held 
in the anteroom of the Corn Exchange, on March 28th, 
for the purpose of formally inaugurating the Rochester, 
Strood, Frindsbury and District Branch, of the 
N.U.W.S.S. Miss Duttton presided over a representative 
gathering of local supporters of the movement. The 
number of members then announced was 43; it was since 
increased to close on 60. Vice-Presidents and Committee 
were. then elected, and Miss Conway Gordon was 
appointed Hon. Secretary and Mrs. Ward Hon. Secretary. 
Work is going forward, and the COMMON Cause has begun 
to be circulated in the district.

West of England.
BATH. The weekly office meetings have been continued, 

and our speakers have included Mrs. Skemp (Modern 
School Education), Miss Williams (The vote as it affects 
wages), Miss Blackstone (Professional Women and the 
Vote), and Miss Chambers (Shakespeare’s Heroines). An 
enthusiastic meeting to discuss plans for the summer 
campaign has resulted in a scheme for suffrage picnics 
to be held in outlying villages, fortnightly, during the 
Summer The first has taken place. It was held on 
AprI 1ith, and was a great success. Sixteen members 
canvassed Combe Hay and aroused much interest in the 
meeting at which Miss Chambers and Miss Johnson spoke. 
A series of garden parties is also being planned, but 
speakers are badly needed.

BRISTOL.—Miss Helen Fraser's campaign of a week here 
was was a brilliant success. She spoke at meetings of 
varying types, seven in all, the last, at the Ladies' Club, 
being in conjunction with the C. and U.W.F.A. We 
received 26 new members and sold 100 COMMON CAUSES 
during the week, but besides these obvious results much 
more was. accomplished. Many came who were “anti" 
or unconvinced, and on these Miss Frazer's eloquence and 
earnestness made a great impression. The effort was 
made on the eve of the second reading of the Con
ciliation Bill, when hopes were high, but it has prepared 

way for a further campaign in May, when Miss Fraser 
return. In the meantime, special canvassing is being 

done in East Bristol, Mr. Hobhouse's constituency. Mrs. 
Denington has a band of workers who are visiting from 
house to house, and among the volunteers are some mem-

rs of Newnham College and the ladies of the University 
settlement. A memorial, signed by electors in Mr. 
Birrell s division, was sent him just before the second 
reading, and an appreciative acknowledgement has been 
received. Two interesting lectures, in aid of Federation 

. funds, have been given at the shop—on- by Mrs. Randall 
aiekers on. Mazzini," and one by Mrs. Harold Hicks on 

Early Suffragists."'
CHELTEHAM.The local branches of the N.U. and W.F.L. 

united to hold a very successful public meeting on April 
12th. A good audience assembled, and Mr. Agg-Gardner, 

who took the ohair, received an ovation.
analysed the reasons for the defeat of his Bill, and said 
there would be another opportunity later; Miss Nina 
PoYe (‘-) made a brilliant and very amusing speech

which she dealt faithfully with defaulting M.P.'s' 
Canon Talbot, of Bristol, also spoke powerfully, and the 
resolution (protesting against pledge-breaking and calling 
for women s franchise in 1912) was carried unanimously. 
Four or five reporters were present, the audience was most 
enthusiastic, and COMMON CAUSES, the “ Vote,” and other 
literature and badges were sold. Apologies for absence were received from the Rector, the Curate of the Parisn 
Churobrand other clergy. At the close Miss Kelly 
(U.W.F.A.) presented Mr. Agg-Gardner with an album 
containing, signatures of local suffragists and an 
illuminated address. The book also contained a list Jr 
"sympathisers, including the names of the Mayor and 
most of the prominent townspeople.

CLEVEPON. On Tuesday afternoon, April 9th, the first 
I a series of meetings which the Clevedon Society hopes 
8 hold.during the summer took place by kind invitation 
9the Misses Lury, at Margenoy. Miss Lury gave a brief 
woxunt of her observations, while in New Zealand, O( the 
worting.of the women's vote there, giving instances of its 
S°°06 5 ' on legislation. She spoke also of its 
apparently excellent educative effect upon the women 
themselves, who, while they naturally take a grenter 
interest in the affairs of their nation than the average 
womanin th , mother country, are, for the most part, 
more and not less efficient in managing their own homes! 
—isrloxd also, spoke, quoting favourable pronouncements 
ofwarious public men of the countries where women vote. 
pFOYILAt a meeting held in the Yeovil Borough 
Nestaurant, April 1st, about sixty people were present 
Aresolution, according a hearty vote of thanks to MF: 
AFSardner and the other M.P.'s who supported the Con- 
Billation. Bill, expressing great regret at the defeat of the 
— and urging all in our favour to secure the passage 
ofan amendment to the Reform Bill, was enthusiastically 
carried, with only one dissentient. Our Vice-President 
I Brookre-Smith) was in the chair, and Miss Tanner, 
gorsto gave a very earnest and impressive speech. 
Several local supporters also spoke, and the evening closed 
with,coffee and an entertainment of humourous suffrage 
songs and recitations. Seven new members were enrolled, 
expenses. Uleotion was good, though not adequate to the

North Eastern.
. FORMATION OF A Nrw Society.—A Society has been 
formed for Walker and Wallsend, and duly affiliated, 
withthirty members. At a drawing-room meeting 
held at The Cafe, Wallsend, Mrs. Rackham put het 
quiet reasoned plea for suffrage to a deeply-interested

and nine new members were enrolled. Miss 
613, Walker Road, has kindly consented to act 

as secretary, and with Miss Beaver is beginning hard 
work for Mrs. Snowden’s meeting on May 3rd.
LPARNARD CASTLE—At Middleton-in-Teesdale, Mrs. Rack- 
ham.spoke at a drawing-room meeting, and the suffrage 
ball has been set rolling in that quiet country-side. 8 
.HESTER-LE-STREET has good cause to be proud of itself 
At a meeting on April 15th, worked up amidst all the 
anxiety and difficulties of the coal strike in a profoundly 
affected district, Mrs. Philip Snowden spoke to nearly a 
thousand people. The enthusiasm and hard work which 
18 represented by such an audience in a small town can, 
perhaps, be realised only by suffragists. Mr. Taylor, the 
member for the division, took the chair, again demon- 
Strating his loyalty to the cause, and Mrs. Snowdem's 
speech, with its force and charm, remains the talk of the 
town.
.DARLINGTON.—Two evening meetings have been held at 
—rs. Cruickshanks’, both addressed by Miss Lucas. Six 
new members joined.

Gateshead.—The annual meeting was held in the 
Coatsworth Hall on March 10th. Dr. Ethel Williams pre- 
sided. Reports were passed showing a steady increase 
in membership and funds. Mrs. Hardie and Miss Tem- 
perley read reports of the Albert Hall and Council meet- 
ings. Miss Freda Gillespie sang, and an impromptu whist 
drive, for which a prize was given by Mrs. Hardie, ended 
a very successful meeting.

HEXHAM.—A somewhat late report of the work of the 
Hexham Society is to hand, which gives evidence of 
active and successful work. In February Miss Robb, at 
Hexham, and Mrs. Adams, at Stocksfield, gave drawing- 
room meetings, at which eight members were enrolled 
and excellent collections were taken. On February 17th 
a suffrage play, ‘ Man and Woman,’ was given in the 
Institute, Stocksfield, by the Stocksfield Amateur 
Dramatic Society. Mrs. Howson stage-managed and Mrs. 
Walton looked after all arrangements. The music was 
conducted by Mrs. Steenberg, and the whole performance 
was a great success, both financially and in the impres- 
sion made upon the audience. Several converts were 
made and the Press reported graphically.

On March 20th the annual meeting was held at White’s 
Cafe, Hexham, with Mrs. Plumphrey in the chair. Miss 
Fenwick, of Newcastle, spoke on the political situation. 
The reports showed good progress, despite peculiar difi- 
culties, and the society owes a great debt to the con- 
sistent hard work of Mrs. Walton, the secretary, who has 
at last found a treasurer. Miss Lowe, of Haltwhistle, to 
take the financial work off her overburdened shoulders.

NEWCASTLE.—A large meeting was held in the Town 
Hall on March 25th. Dr. Ethel Williams was in the 
chair, and Lord Robert Cecil was the principal speaker, 
and in his inimitable manner he laid before an enthusi- 
astic audience his reasons for supporting Women’s Suf- 
frage. In conclusion, he referred to the anti-suffrage 
appeal for municipal work, and said that he failed to 
see in what way it was more womanly to control the 
police than to control the Army and Navy. Mr. G. E. 
Markham also spoke. The collection amounted to £13.

On March 21st a Cake and Candy Sala was held, by 
the kind invitation of Miss Edith Ericsson, at Mayfield, 
Jesmond, and in two hours cakes and candies had realised 
£10 3s. 3d.

In response to Miss Bury’s request, the Conservative 
Association of South St. Andrew’s Ward received a depu- 
tation from the Newcastle Suffrage Society. Miss Fen- 
wiok spoke, and a suffrage resolution was carried unani- 
mously.

On Tuesday, March 18th, an open-air meeting was held 
in the Cattle Market, at which Miss Ericsson and Miss 
Fenwick spoke. The careful attention of the audiences 
and their impatience and short dealings with interrupters 
are making these meetings a much easier task.

On April 17th a meeting was held for shop assistants. 
Dr. Williams was in the chair, and Mrs. Rackham gave 
a plain and simple address on the value of the vote. 
Miss Smithson recited and Miss Hall sang, but despite 
the attractive programme the attendance was poor, it 
being most difficult to arouse the interest of assistants in 
anything outside their own concerns.

SHILDON.—A very successful meeting was held on April 
16th in the Friends’ Meeting House. Miss Lucas took the 
chair, and Mrs. Snowden made a splendid speech. A 
resolution was moved by Mr. John Davison, C.C., and 
seconded by Mr. T. A. Martindale, regretting the action 
of Sir Henry Havelock-Allen, M.P., in voting against the 
second reading of the Conciliation Bill contrary to 
pledges given to support that measure. The resolution 
was passed with three dissentients.
SUNDERLAND.—On April 15th, at the meeting in the Bede 
Hall with Councillor French in the ohair, Mrs. Rackham 
gave an excellent address on the present situation of 
Women’s Suffrage. There was a large attendance, and 
COMMON CAUSES and other literature sold rapidly.

TYNEMOUTH.— The first public meeting held in Tyne- 
mouth by the N.U. took place on Wednesday, April 17th, 
when Mrs. Philip Snowden gave a convincing speech to a 
large and delighted audience, who evinced more 
enthusiasm and conviction than the faint-hearted had 
thought to exist in that district. COMMON CAUSES were 
bought as fast as they could be sold, and practical appre- 
ciation was shown in an excellent co'lection.

Scottish.
Aberdeen.—The shop, opened at 474, Union Stre 6 

on April 15th, attracted crowds to its windows, and 
many enquirers find their way in, and go out the richer 
for pamphlets, leaflets and COMMON Causes. The sale 
of fancy goods and of sixpenny teas has paid about 
threequarters of the week’s rent, but the stall badly 
needs replenishing. Will no English friends, with 
happy recollections of Highland holidays, or of Deeside 
and the Granite City, send offerings of " unconsidered 
trifles" for us to sell ? Miss Foggo, on her round of 
calls, wins new members daily, and we hope to draw 
in more at our At Home on - April 30th, when Miss 
Lumsden is to speak on " Chivalry,” and I on the 
political situation.

ALICE Crompton.
Surrey, Sussex and Hants.
BREAKING New GROUND.

On the kind invitation of the Misses Shakespeare a 
very successful drawing-room meeting was held in 
TWYFORD, Hampshire, on the 15th. The Rector took 
the chair, and the address was given by Mrs. Lyall 
Dempster, Federation Organiser. Good propaganda 
work was done and members gained.
BOURNEMOUTH SOCIETY.

Miss Margaret Robertson spoke to a large audience at 
the Princes Hall on the afternoon of April 19th. Her 
brilliant address was much appresited. The Rev. J. G. 
Kelsall, Rector of Milton, presided.

Conference of Liberal Women’s 
Associations.

The following resolution was, on the motion of 
Mrs. Price White, Bangor, seconded by Mrs. 
Phillips, Penmaenmawr, unanimously passed at a 
conference of the Liberal Women’s Associations 
of North Wales, held last week at Bangor:—

" That this conference desires to record its gratitude 
for the efforts made by Mr. Lloyd George and Sir 
Edward Grey to advance the Parliamentary enfran- 

chisement of women, and, while pledging itself to work 

unremittingly for this much-needed reform, this con- 
ference of Liberal women urges members of the Welsh 
Party to actively support an amendment to the Reform 
Bill, which will secure the enfranchisement of women 
upon a wide and democratic basis during the session 
1912.”

In proposing the resolution, Mrs. Price White 
spoke of the large amount of work that has been 
done in Carnarvonshire, and North Wales gener- 
ally, by non-party organisations, and urged 
Liberal women to take their share in the fight 
that women are making for their political 
freedom.

Mr. Zangwill’s Prohibited Play at 
the Pavilion.

The worst of witnessing a censored play is 
that one would be more than human if one did 
not waste a good deal of precious attention in 
wondering why it received that honour. We 
note that several critics profess to have dis- 
covered why "The Next Religion " was censored. 
We failed altogether to find any rational ground 
and we confess to being not a little disquieted at 
this timidity about the robustness of the people’s 
faith. It is not a healthy state of affairs in 
matters spiritual when the ruling classes hold 
themselves at liberty to say what they think of 
religion and yet fear test what they think should 
come to the ears of the “ common people.”

There is a remarkable poem by Leconte de 
Lisle in which Christ appears to the Pope and 
asks him what he has made of His religion of 
humility and poverty and love, and is told in 
biting words that by pomp and wealth and 
priestcraft alone His religion has become the 
mighty thing it is; and Christ fades sorrowfully 
away. Something of this sort one imagines was 
in Mr. Zangwill’s mind. The parson, Stephen 
Trame, who has thrown up his living and taken 
his wife and child into Whitechapel because of his 
belief in his "new religon" resists the first 
assaults upon his belief which are made by his 
wife’s opposition and scepticism, but he succumbs 
to the subtler assault of Mammon, in the shape 
of a millionaire who offers to endow a cathedral 
and priesthood for the new religion with his 
three millions. We are led to suppose that, by 
himself, Trame would have been able to resist 
even this temptation, but there is his wife at his 
elbow, his wife who has become a sort of semi- 
convert and who uses her ingenuity to point out 
to him all the “good " he could do by renouncing 
his deepest convictions and founding afresh all 
that he most condemns. So, in a state of utter 
bewilderment, Trame gives in.

The real psychological difficulty is now evaded, 
for an interval of ten years stands between this 
and the final act, and we are shown none of the 
steps by which Trame reconciles himself to the 
character he has been forced to adopt, so that 
in the last act he is the very thing against which 
he began by fighting. One can only suppose that 
a certain wordiness, a fondness for epigram and 
alliteration which are marked in Trame from the 
very first give us the clue to the weak spot in 
his character which made him so easily played 
upon by the cunning, soft, weak woman, his wife. 
There is no great tragedy here; Stephen Trame 
is not a great prophet lost; he is not a deep 
thinker silenced. And what is Mary, his wife? 
She is the sort of woman who holds to her 
religion when it “comforts " her; who has only 
a momentary qualm at the deep dishonour of 
persuading her husband to sell his soul and accept 
money to propagate a religion she (at that time) 
believes impious; who becomes a convert when 
she sees the religion prospering and reverts 
abjectly to the religion of “comfort” when she 
feels the need of it. A man who could let such 
a woman direct his course is not much of a 
prophet.

The two performances last week were very 
conscientiously carried out, and several of the 
minor and more comic parts were delightfully 
acted, especially the Bishop’s wife, by that 
adorable actress, Mrs. Theodore Wright, and 
Trame’s first disciple, the atheist farmer, by Mr. 
Horace Hodges. But Miss Adeline Bourne as 
the wife seemed to us to blow up the whole piece 
by her acting. It was very fine in a way, but it 
seemed as if her strong and independent 
character simply could not fit itself into the 
narrow confines of Mary Trame, and she presented 
her in tatters, picturesque and tragic, but 
incoherent.

The Pioneer Players.
The triple bill presented at the King’s Hall, 

Covent Garden on the 21st by the Pioneer 
Players was an entirely delightful performance, 
and we can heartily recommend each of the plays

. “Race Suicide,” by H. Hamilton 
really funny little piece with three men 

I V ‘ woman discussing the subject of the 
I and. least, the three men are supposed to be 
I titleiah, the formation of a society for the 
| dizvmstvn of race suicide and the wife of, one 
I Plhem joins, uninvited, in the discussion of the i-of them creatly to the scandalisation of the 
I malemen, who prefer keeping it to “general 
I principles.” I was capitally acted, Mr. Hubert 
I Parben again making a perfect vicar, and Miss 
I Mary Jerrold being admirable as the petulant 
| practicabcvoanpneco, "The Surprise of His Life,” 
I Jess Dorynne showed three young women ” by 
I whom had “been made an honest woman ’ by 
I the man who had betrayed her; another who was 
I having the same privilege offered by her betrayer, 
I for a consideration; and a third who thought she 
I had a prior claim to the desirable gentleman. 
I How the women in the end stick by each other 
I and refuse the honour of any alliance with the 
I man is well worked out, and the part of the 
I second girl was brilliantly played by Miss Auriol 

I A play called "Macrena,” by Christopher St. 
I John was the third piece and it seemed to us 
I quite the best thing Miss St John has done. It 
I was very well acted indeed, Mr. Clarence 
I Derwent taking a new part at the last moment, 
I and doing it remarkably well. The story is one 
I of Russian persecution in the first half of the 
I nineteenth century, but we are much mistaken if 
I many of the points and some of the applause were 
I not aimed at present happenings in England. 
I The culminating horrors that are offered to 
I Macrena and her nuns are that they should be 
I thrown to the dissolute soldiers, and we cannot 
I forget that when it was supposed public opinion 
I would tolerate it, women in London were not 
I protected by the police, but were actually hurled 
I by the police into the crowd to be “dealt with ” 
I by the crowd. Miss Ellen O’Malley acted the 
I part of Mother Superior with a beautiful cheerful- 
I ness and serenity, and the other nuns were also 
I excellently rendered by Miss Esme Hubbard, 
I Miss Hilda Moore and Miss Gillian Scaife.

A11 three plays are short and require few 
| properties or scenery, and we recommend them to 
I Suffrage and other societies wishing to have 
I dramatic entertainments. They should communi- 
I cate with the Secretary, Pioneer Players, 31, 
I Bedford Street, Strand.

Miss A. M. Royden on Joan of Arc.
Miss A. M. Royden gave a moving account of 

the life and death of Joan of Arc at a lecture 
for the Church League on April 17th at Caxton 
Hall. She held the view that Joan was " one of 
the sanest, wisest, most practical and level- 
headed of mystics,” and she derided the theory 
of M. Anatole France that Joan was under 
priestly influence; to this and to the " scien- 
tific " hypothesis of hysteria she said there was 
only one objection—namely, that there was no 
evidence for either. She believed not only that 
Joan possessed “ almost hard common sense,” 
but that she did have communion with the 
spiritual world. To Miss Royden it was " more 
easy to swallow the religious gnat than the 
scientific camel,” and she would have none of 
the theory which associated genius with mad- 
ness, Shakespeare with the cretin, Joan of 
Arc with—one whose life is entirely governed 
by “ physiological reverberations.” In evi- 
dence of the remarkable healthiness of the 
Maid, the lecturer instanced that she easily bore 
the weight of mediaeval armour and healed 
marvellously; that she had no egotism and 
showed shrewd sense and a sense of humour. 
The creation of an intense national feeling in 
France was Joan’s gift to her country; her will 
for action was contrasted with the Dauphin’s 
fondness for interminable councils.

Miss Royden gave a thrilling picture of the 
Maid in prison, tortured and deserted, but 
always steady of nerve and ready of wit; of 
the dreadful episode of her pretended recanta- 
tion and of her martyrdom.’ As a passionate 
presentment of what made Joan of Arc one of 
the greatest people of whom we have any know- 
ledge, the lecturer was most stimulating and 
convincing.

Reviews.
— PAMPHLETS.
We have received THE Woman Question, a 

sermon by the Rev. Lucking Tavener, preached in the Unitarian Church, Skene Street, Aberdeen.
was suggested by two little-known pictures by 

G. F. Watts and the monumental “She shall be 

called Woman,” by the same painter. In it the 
author maintains that women representing 
motherhood and love is the highest creation, and 
should be given the utmost freedom to develop.

THE SCHOOL AND the Home, by Marion 
Phillips, D.Sc. (Women’s Labour League, 32 pp., 
2d.) is an admirably compiled pamphlet showing 
what has been done and how much more remains 
to be done in co-ordinating and humanizing a 
really efficient health service for children. We 
are made vividly to realise the dreadful waste 
even of the little that is done, by lack of co- 
ordination, and by the inhuman want of consider- 
ation for working women, who have often to 
neglect their homes or their wage-earning for the 
doubtful privilege of getting a medical opinion 
which cannot be carried out. When one thinks 
that all women can do is to administer laws 
which need such radical alteration before they 
can fit human needs, one does not wonder that 
women are sometimes a little discouraged with 
local government whose scope seems in these 
matters so often to be restricted to making 
reports and tables.

We have received the ANNUAL REPORT of the 
Men’s LEAGUE FOR Women’s SUFFRAGE: Dr. 
Drysdale is now the Hon. Secretary and Mr. 
Malcolm Mitchell the Hon. Political Secretary, 
while Mr. Brailsford edits the monthly journal. 
The report states that " Members of Parliament 
would not have ventured to recede from their 
pledges had there been adequate pressure from 
their electors," and appeals to the thousands of 
men who are in favour of women’s enfranchise- 
ment to take a far more active part than they 
have done in influencing legislators.

Letters to the Editor.
Correspondents are requested to send their 

names and addresses, not necessarily for publi
cation, but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for any statement made 
in the correspondence column.

Correspondents are requested to write on ONE
SIDE OF the PAPER ONLY.

TEACHERS AND WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.
With regard to your paragraph under the above 

heading, and Miss Lawrence’s letter on the same subject, 
may I point out that the decision of the National Union 
of Teachers that the Parliamentary Representation of 
Women is not a suitable subject for discussion at their 
Conference appears the more absurd when one considers 
the fact that every woman in that Union has to pay 
an annual subscription “for Parliamentary Purposes.” 
It is quite clear to me that what is unsuitable for dis
cussion cannot be suitable for payment, and I shall no 
longer pay for Parliamentary Representation until 
such time as the law allows me to have it, or the N.U.T. 
makes some effort to obtain it for me. I intend to 
offer this year’s subscription without the sum earmarked 
for Parliamentary purposes. If the N.U.T. refuses to 
accept the offer, I shall sever my connection with the 
Union, of which I. have been a member for four-and- 
twenty years. .

If a sufficient number of suffragist members would 
do likewise I feel sure that the Union would awake 
to the fact thatit has something to do with the politics 
for which its members are made to pay.

Ellen SPARKS.
19, Howard Street, Penrith.

April 21st, 1912.

THE BEST POLICY FOR PARTY WOMEN.
There have been a good many references lately, in your 

paper, to Suffragists who are leaving their Conserva
tive or Liberal Associations with a view to helping 
the cause of Women’s Suffrage. I daresay this works 
well in the case of good speakers, or others who are 
able to form local branches of Suffrage societies, but 
I must say I don’t think it can pay in the case of the 
ordinary rank and file. If the whole of the Liberal 
Federation or all the Primrose Dames struck, that might . 
have a good effect, though even inthat case if both parties 
struck the effect would be cancelled, while if only one 
did so, the party most favourable to our cause would 
alone suffer—which could hardly pay us. At any rate, 
even if a general strike might answer, I can’t help think
ing that separate Suffragists would do well to stick 
to their party organisations, which would otherwise 
tend to become anti-suffragist. I, for instance, as a 
member of two Women’s Liberal Associations, can do 
something to keep the question prominent, by suggesting 
it as a subject for meetings and in various other ways. 
If I left my associations (as I often feel inclined to do) 
I should not be in a position to organise meetings at 
all, and would be even more useless than I am at present, 
when I can at least vote for any suffrage resolution 
that comes up for consideration. It seems to me there 
must be many in the same position, who as individuals 
could do little, but who are of a certain importance 
as members of societies, whether Conservative or Liberal. 
After all, we are not merely “ helping the men " ; we 
try to bring about reforms (whether social or tariff) 
for our own sakes as well as their's ; and why should 
we give up the little power we have because we naturally 
want more ? Why should we retire, and leave the anti- 
suffragist members of our societies to convert the un
interested members to their own views—the uninterested

Thinking Women
Read

The Standard”
TN a few weeks this phrase
— became a truism. Why ?
Order Cbe Standard for
or a day, and you will

a week, 
see. It

is because, since October 3, Cbe
Standard’s daily news pages 
have included one headed :

“WOMAN’S PLATFORM”
which every Thinking Woman in
the land, and very many thinking
men, want to see and to study

WOMAN'Severy day.
PLATFORM " has ended what 
was called the " Press Boycott" 
of the serious interests of thinking 
women—not their ribbons and 
ornaments, but their thoughts, 
aims, claims, views, hopes, deeds, 
and—WORK.

“WOMAN’S PEAT-
FORM” in Cbe Standard has 
already become the Thinking
Woman’s own medium in the
Daily Press of Great Britain.
All thinking women, modern 
women, are keenly interested in
" WOMAN’S PLATFORM.”
They know that it is their own ; 
they themselves determine how 
much it can serve their own in- 
terests by;—

il. Following “WOMAN’S
PLATFORM" closely and 
day by day in Cbe Stan- 
daro, and using it freely in 
women’s interests, as oppor- 
tunity offers.

2. Inducing the largest possible 
number of the general public
—men and women—to do 
the same thing, thus extend' 
ing the scope of its services 
to women.

Cbe Standard,
104, Shoe Lane. LONDON,E.C.

is
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CHARLTON members who are most unlikely to go to a Suffrage meet
ing unless it is held by their own society?

G. M. GEORGE.

53, MANCHESTER ST., W.
Lingerie and Blouse

Showroom --

1, Lower Seymour Street, W.

Mrs. ARCHIBALD LITTLE writes a long letter suggesting 
that a " no new frocks " pledge should be taken and a 
badge worn to show the cause of the resulting shabbi- 
ness of attire. She suggests that this would make all 
the Welsh drapers back Mr. Lloyd George in his efforts 
to get us the vote. Mrs. Little declares her intention 
of ordering “ one last new frock,” and then if a hundred 
ladies approve of her intention, of securing a badge. 
She adds that this need not prevent us from following 
Miss Maude Boyden’s idea, which she seems to think 
involves leaving one’s home to live in another 
constituency.

[We refer to this letter in Notes and Comments.— 
Ed. C.G.]

Huddersfield—Blackrock House, Linthwaite—Mrs. 
Lookwood’s drawing-room meeting—• 
Miss Clarkson, Miss Siddon (chair)

Workington—Carnegie Hall—Miss Margaret Robert- 
son, B.A., F. E. Marshall, Esq., The 
Mayoress (chair).

Snitterfield—Open-air meeting—Miss E. J. D.
Morrison, M.A., Dr. O. C. Burt (chair))

APRIL 26.
Shanklin—Co-operative Hall—Miss Constance Aston, 

Miss N. O’Shea, Mrs. Russell Cooke

7.30

(chair)
Purley—“Highwood," Peak’s Hill—Mrs. Brailsford’s 

drawing-room meeting—Miss Helen 
Ward, Miss M. A. Wallis (chair) Afternoon

Berkhamsted—Mrs. Ferguson’s drawing room meet- 
ing for young people—Miss J.
Hamilton Thomson, B.A. Afternoon

FINE-LAWN HAND-EMBROIDERED 
NIGHT GOWN, 

15/6
Tele phon e 1916 MAYFAIR.

VERY SPECIAL

I want you to know how very 
good my . • •

"COMMON CAUSE”
Cigarettes are. . • .

So, as a special inducement, I 
will send with every box of 
100, an Ivory Cigarette Holder 
designed by a famous Futurist 
artist I . . .

This offer holds good for one week only.

Send now for 100 VIRGINIA 
5/-, or 100 TURKISH 6/-,— 
or for both. . • .

FELIX S. BERLYN, King Street, 34, 
MANCHESTER.

CULTURE HYGIENIQUE.
The New Infiltration Light Massage.

Completely curing Rheumatism, Neuritis and Gout, 
Inflammation of the eyes. Relaxed and Inflamed 
Throat, Restoring Vigour and Perfect Circulation of 

the Blood.
"F MADAME N. GIBAUD, 

2a, Harewood Place, Hanover Square, W

WAS FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE A SUFFRAGIST ?
By what right do you quote the illustrious Florence 

Nightingale as being a woman suffragist (see p. 22, 
COMMON CAUSE, April 18) ? When and where did she 
ever speak or write as a woman suffragist ? Wasn’t 
she on the side of Queen Victoria ?

ANNESLEY Powys.
Meanwood Vicarage, Leeds, 

April 18th, 1912.
[In reply to Mr. Powys, we beg to state that we have 

evidence in her own handwriting that Florence Nightin 
gale was a suffragist. In the offices of the Manchester 
Society for Women’s Suffrage there hangs, framed, a 
petition for the parliamentary vote to women, and 
among many honoured signatures that of Florence 
Nightingale is supreme. Mrs. Wolstenholme Elmy and 
Mary Carpenter are others. We should like to draw 
the attention of Mr. Powys to a most beautiful and 
characteristic letter by John Stuart Mill to Florence’ 
Nightingale (pp. 100-105, Vol. II., “ Letters of J. S. 
Mill," Longmans, Green and Co.), in which he replies 
to one from her, declining to join a women’s suffrage 
society, though expressing sympathy with its objects.— 
ED. S C. C."‘I

Birmingham—Mrs. Granville Bantock’s drawing- 
room meeting—The Lady Isabel Mar- 
gesson. Rev. Gertrude von Petzold

Liverpool—Hope Hall, Hope Street—Joint meeting 
of W.L.F. and Liverpool W.S.S.—F. D. 
Acland, Esq., M.P., Mrs. Philip 
Snowden, Mrs. Egerton Stewart-Brown 
(chair)

Bushey—Mrs. Green’s drawing-room meeting—Miss 
Helga Gill

Huddersfield—Ravensknowle, Dalton—Mrs. C. F. 
Sykes’ drawing-room meeting—Miss 
Clarkson, Miss Siddon (chair)

Egremont ‘ (Cumberland)—Town
Margaret Robertson

Hall—Miss
3.30

Our Advertisers,

In the education of girls there is need for special 
training in those arts which tend to make a home 
comfortable. This training used to be done at home 
under the mother’s eye, and we are beginning now to 
realise what has been lost in this respect by the in 
other ways improved condition of girls’ education.
To meet this deficiency there is growing up a system 

of special classes for housewifery, but—as these are at 
present carried out in schools—the tendency is too much 
theory and too little practice. This seems inevitable 
where large classes are a necessity.

At Valley End, Chobham, Surrey, Mrs. Ennis Rich- 
mond (formerly principal of West Heath School for 
Boys and Girls, Hampstead) takes a limited number of 
girls for the express purpose of teaching the arts of 
housewifery in a practical manner, while at the same 
time the ordinary education proceeds unimpeded. These 
fortunate children enjoy all the delights of a home in 

the country, and learn their “ home-making " by the 
natural process of being taught to take a share in the 
practical service of a large family.

Other Societies.

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETY.
The office is now open as usual on Tuesdays and Fridays 

from 5 to 6 p.m., or by appointment. Drawing-room 
meetings are now being arranged. Orders may be sent 
to the office for the splendid pamphlet by Mr. Clayton 
price 1d. ; also leaflets at 12 a penny. These are very 
good for distribution among our Catholic friends who are 
still Antis.

THE ACTRESSES’ FRANCHISE LEAGUE.
The next At Home of the Actresses’ Franchise League 

will be held in the Grand Hall of the Criterion 
Restaurant .on Friday, May 3rd, at 3 p.m. Madame 
Larkcom will be the hostess, and among the speakers 
will be Miss Abadam and Mr. Charles Lazenby.

Forthcoming Meetings.
ARRANGED BY THE NATIONAL UNION.

(The meetings are given only a -fortnight 
advance.)

APRIL 25.
Knuteford—Town Hall—Mrs. F.

Miss I. O. Ford, 
Esq., M.A. (chair)

Bath—Suffrage picnic to South 
. hill at 3.30, Miss 
Watford—Kingham Memorial

Weaver, Miss Helga Gill

T. Swanwick, M.A., 
F. S. Oppenheim, 

Stoke leaves Guild- 
Baretti
Hull—Mr. Baillie

in

EDITH GARRUD 8 JUDITH ESPINOSA
JU-JUTSU.

FENCING, BOX1NG, 
FROLIC CULTURE FOR CHILDREN.

DANCING.
toe dancing, TEACHERS PREPARED.

9, ARGYLL PLACE, REGENT STREET, W.
CHILDREN’S CLASSES.
Visitors welcomed. Call—write—or 

Telephone, No. 2952 Holborn

Wilmcote—Open-air meeting—Miss E. J. D. Morri- 
son, M.A., Miss Elizabeth Coyle (chair)

7.30

7.30

. M C.A. Hall, Old Steine—Brighton and 
Brighton • Hove Committee " At Home Dr.

Mary Thorne
prORSILZre orient—Miss c. Lendley Brown

APRULa?omoe, 54, Long Bow—“Home L»oe 
Notts Workers "—Miss Peters (Seo. Women

Workers’ Association)
A9019m43, Frederick Road, Edgbaston—Miss 
Birm 8 Kirby’s musical " At Home "—Tickets 

.Swan Hotel—Invitation meeting—H.H. 
tioh" The Ranee of Sarawak, Miss Muriel 

Matters
Hunstanton—Northoote House—Miss Coyle

APRILS ryn27, Ridley Place-Suffrage choir 
Newcast" on practice,’ conducted by Mrs. Bellas

Simpson , , 
plPost Office Chambers, Northgate Street— 
P ■ Annual meeting—Miss Tanner (chair) 
Wimcham43, Frederick Road, Edgbaston—Miss 

Kirby’s musical " At Home —Tickets, 
2s. ‘ 1 . ,jaditoh—“ The Cedars ‘‘—Mrs. Shrimpton’s draw- 

" ing-room meeting—H.H. The Ranee of 
- Sarawak, Miss Muriel Matters

—rich—Thatched Assembly Rooms—Annual meet- 
" ing—Rev. J Glynn Edwards, Mrs.

Stuart (chair)
Dewsbury—Exchange Hall—" An Englishman 8Dewsoury Home,” " How the Vote was Won "— 

Address by Miss Clarkson
Spa Pavilion—Mrs. F. D. Acland, Mrs.-" Rackham, Lady Mary Cayley (chair)

Coventry—Mrs. P. V. Vernon’s " At Home ”— 
Canon Masterman

MAY 1 „
W Milton—Pagoda Tea Rooms—" W. S. - and 

Social Reform” Miss Kemp Furner, 
A. W. Barker, Esq. (chair)

4.45

7.30

3.30

8.0

3.30

7.30

3.30

APRIL 28. DP.
Leyton—Essex Hall—Leyton and District Jewish 

Social Union — Debate — Mrs. Stan- 
bury, Mr. Liverman

APRIL 29. I .
1, Mitre Court Buildings, Temple, E.C.—" Romilly 

Society ‘ annual meeting — Miss 
Clementina Black

Muswell Hill—35, Leaside Avenue—Drawing-room 
meeting—Mrs. Roch Afternoon

Norwood—Suffrage Offices—Miss Isabel Green
APRIL 30.

N. Kensington—32, Hyde Park GardensMrs. 
Franklin’s meeting — "Personal 
Reminiscences of Leo Tolstoi and 
Alexandre Dumas Fils" — Prince 
Bariatinsky—Tickets 5b.

Kensington—Empress Rooms, Royal Palace Hotel— 
London Society’s reception — Miss 
K. D. Courtney, Miss Frances Ster- 
ling. Miss A. Maude Royden (chair)

N. Paddington—11, Lauderdale Parade, Maida 
Vale — Social meeting — Miss Helen 
Ward

MAY 4. , ,
Norwood—Central Hill Hall—W omen only—Miss 

Abadam

8.0

3.30

8.15

Muswell Hill—The Exchanger—Open-air meeting—
Mr. Malcoln Mitchell Evening

MARY McLACHLAN, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester. .
OPEN-AIR TREATMENT on the Surrey Hills.

The Children’s Home, Tatsfield.. Principals, 
Miss Mitcheson and Miss Bourdon. Medical, Surgical 
or Convalescent cases from 3 to 12 years of age. , roos, 
from 10s. 6d. weekly. A few adults also received from 
£1 Is. weekly. Nearest stations, Westerham (P. « ME) 
and Ox ted (L.B. & S.C.R.).

N.E U. SCHOOL, Burgess Hill, Sussex (near
• Brighton and South Downs). Principals; 

Miss B. U. Goode and Miss K. U. Glendinnen 1st 
class certificates, House of Education). Resident 
pupils received. Prospectus on application:______ —

Typewriting—mss., Agenda, Notices of Meet- 
ings, etc. Small charges, promptness, accuracy.

Central Postgraduate Institute, 63 and 64, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.

GENERAL.

SOAP PRODUCED
TRY

FLAKO
this week on your Woollens, 
Flannels, Laces, Silks, and Fine 

Flannels.

Won’t Shrink Flannels
AN EXCELLENT HAIR WASH,

From all Grocers, id. and 3d. Packets.

SEND Id. STAMP FOR FREE SAMPLE 
TO DEPT. C.C.

JOHN KNIGHT LTD.,
Soapmakers by Appointment to H.M. King 

George V.

The Royal Primrose Soap Works* 
London, E.

Buy the Royal Primrose Soap from the Suffrage 
Shop, 54, Long Row, Nottingham. Send for 
Price List and Samples. All profits to the cause

4.30
7.30Gateshead—Bewick Hall—Mrs. Philip Snowden

Stafford—" Botherwood"‘—Mrs. Joyce’s drawing- 
room meeting—Miss Muriel Matters, 
Miss Noel Wright Afternoon

Eastleigh—Council Chamber—Mrs. R. Lyall
Dempster, Lady Chance (chair)

MAY 6. “ ,Clapham Road—Upper Schoolroom, Claylands Road 
— ‘‘ Sons of Temperance " — Mrs.
Rogers

MAY 7.S. Kensington — 36, Eardley Crescent, S.W. n , 
Lecture, " Travels in the Gold Coast 
Colony’—Mrs. Mary Gaunt, tickets 2s.

Blackheath—Blackheath Chambers—Annual meet- 
ing, 7.30. Social evening

Kensington—Empress Rooms, Royal Palace Hotel 
—The Lady Frances Balfour, Miss 
C. D. Corbett, B.A., Miss. M. Robert- 
son, B.A., Miss Helen Ward (chair)

MAY 8. _
Ealing—Buol’s Cafe Restaurant—Mrs. C. J. Hamil

ton, Prof. de Sumichrast

8.15

3.0

8.0

3.30

3.15

Boneless corsets, . unbreakable. Illustrated
List Free.—Knitted Corset Company, Nottingham.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible 
prices for above. Offers made; if unacceptable, 

teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold and Silverin any 
form. Bankers’ references. Straightforward dealing: 
—Woolfall and Company, Southport.

) EMNANTS!—Genuine White Art Irish Linen 
v Big pieces for tea cloths, tray cloths, d oyleys 

etc.; only 2s. 6d. per bundle; postage 4d. Irish 
Linen Bargain Catalogue free. Write to-day Hutton s, 
159, Lame, Ireland.

MAY 2 — .Leamington—-Birch’s Music Rooms, Parade
Warwick and Leamington Franchise
Club

Swansea—Mrs. Lewis Lewis’s drawing-room meet- 
ing—Miss Helen Fraser Afternoon

swansealMinor Albert Hall—Lecture—Miss Helen .
Fraser, Miss Dillwy (chair) Evening

Wallsend—Co-operative Hall—Mrs. Philip Snowden 
Leighton Buzzard—Assembly Room—The Lady

Frances Balfour, Dr. Pearson (chair)
MAY 3.

Stockton-on-Tees — Borough Hall — Mrs. Philip 
Snowden, Miss Lucas

Newcastle-on-Tyne —' 27, Ridley Place — White
Elephant tea and sale

Newbridge—Mrs. Atkinson’s “ At Home "—Miss 
Noel Wright

Wolverhampton—Mrs. F. D. Taylor’s “At Home’ 
Miss Noel Wright

Brighton—Mrs. Schofield’s drawing-room meeting— 
Mrs. Timpany, B.A.

MAY 6.
Nottingham—Office, 54, Long Row—Whist drive, 

admission 6d.
Letchworth — Fir Croft — Speakers’ Class — Mrs. 

Rackham
Letchworth—Odsey Schoolroom—Mrs. Rackham
Bristol-Illa, Whiteladies’ Road—" At Home”— 

Miss Helen Fraser
MAY 7.

Huddersfield —60, West Parade — Miss Harrop’s 
drawing-room meeting—Miss Clarkson, 
Miss Siddon (chair)

Birkenhead—Y.M.C.A. Hall—Miss Abadam, _Miss 
Dora Mason, M.A., Councillor T.
Raffles-Bulley, J.P. (chair) 

Newcastle-on-Tyne— 27, Ridley Place — Suffrage* -‘‘---------9 "— Mrs.choir practice conducted by 
Bellas Simpson

MAY 8.
New Milton—Pagoda Tea Rooms—Mrs. 

(Bournemouth)
Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place—Shop 

tants’ meeting
East Bristol.—Moorfields—Miss Helen Fraser

Rowe

assis-

7.30

4.30

3.30

7.30

3.0
7.0

3.30

4.30

8.0 
Evening

SCOTLAND.
APRIL 26.

Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—Public meeting 
APRIL 27.

Edinburgh—Bucclench St. Hall—Jumble sale
APRIL 30, .

Aberdeen—Central Hall—" At Home "—Miss L..I.
Lumsden, LL.D., Miss Alice
Crompton, M.A.

4.30

2.30

7.45

MEETINGS ADDRESSED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
UNION.

APRIL 28.
Aberdeen—I.L.P., St. Nicholas St.—Miss Alice 

। Crompton, M.A. 7.0

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.
Not exceeding 10 words : 1 insertion, 9d. 2 insertions, 

1*. 3d. 3 insertions, if. 6d. . 6 insertions, 2s. 94. 13
insertions, 5s. 6d. Every additional ten words, Qd. extra 
per insertion. AU payments for Advertisements should be 
made to The Common Cause Publishing Co., lid., 2, 
Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

SUFFRAGE NOTICES.

MISS ALICE CROMPTON begs for miscellaneous 
articles (in good condition) for Fancy Stall, 

New Suffrage Shop, 474, Union Street, Aberdeen.

VOLUNTEERS wanted for Suffrage work, Norfolk, 
Suffolk and Essex Coast; May, June, July.

Out-of-pocket expenses paid.—Apply Mrs. Kellett, 
Hon. Sec. Eastern Counties Federation, 4, Belvoir 
Terrace, Cambridge.

WANTED, Organizing Secretary, West Midland 
Federation. Miss Noel Wright, Solihull.

LONDON.
APRIL 25.

Kensington—55a, Bedford Gardens—Miss Deane
and Miss Childers “ At Home’’—

EDUCATIONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL.

Debate—Mrs. Stanbury, Miss Sinclair 
APRIL 26.

N. Wimbledon — Chester House, Wimbledon 
Common — Drawing-room meeting— 
Mrs. Henry Fawcett, R. F. Cholmely, 
Esq. Evening

A DVERTISING EXPERT and PRESS AGENT.
Advertisements artistically designed for all 

purposes. Frances L. Fuller, Advertisement Office 
20, Brook Street, Bond Street, W.

ROBES, &c.—Excellence in fit and style guaranteed-
—Frances, 21, Leinster Square, Bayswater.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for 
cash. Costumes, skirts, boots, underclothing, eur- 

tains, gents’ suits, trousers and children’s clothing 
of every description. Parcels sent, will be valued and 
value sent by return. Mrs. Russell, 100 Raby St. 
Byker, Neweastle-on-Tyne._________ ___

6 PANSY, Jap, Anemone, Phlox, Delphinium, 
Sweet William, Acquilegia or Verbena Roots for

Is.; postage extra.—Mrs Tracy, 6, Hatton Street, 
Bury St. Edmunds.

WHERE TO LIVE.

Board-residence for Ladies from 15s° 31, 
Oakley Square, N.W.

RACING EAST COAST. — Exceptional Op- 
portunity—Yarmouth.—House to be .let, fur- 

nished, for the whole or part of summer. Suitable for 
large family or two families of friends. 12 minutes 
from sea. Large airy rooms; 3 kitchens, 3 sitting- 
rooms, 9 bedrooms, bathroom, etc.—Mrs. Thompson, 
Kippington Vicarage, Sevenoaks.__________

COUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT
HOMES. Penn’s Lane, Erdington, near Bir 

mingham. For Paying Patients. (Under the dis- 
tinguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford.) 
Medical, Surgical, Massage. Permanent Patients 
received in Homes. (Care of one delicate child.) Fully 
certificated. Hospital-trained Nurses sent out on 
application.—Miss O. Fallows, Matron. Telephone 
117 Erdington. Telegrams: " Nursing, Erdington."

Hostel for LADIES.—Central. Highly recom-
mended. — Miss Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh Street

Portland Road Station, W. Terms moderate.

HOSTEL for Professional Women.—Miss Broad 
bent, M.A., Elmhurst, Victoria Park, Man-

Chester.
EAR House of Commons. — Small upper part, 

furnished. £1 weekly. View by appointment. 
Miss Dunlop, 10,Westminster Mansions, Westminster.

HEALTH SOUTHALLS’ Towels
possess MANY GREAT ADVANTAGES:—

Their elasticity gives comfort to the wearer.
Their complete absorbency promotes cleanliness and gives security.
Their unique softness gives warmth and ease.
Their thorough antisepticity is the greatest safeguard of health.

ge WARNING. Do not, ask for Sanitary Towels— ask 
specially for Southalls’. Other makes lack the many 
advantages which distinguish Southalls’.

Sold at Ladies Counters in all Drapers, Chemists, etc, in silver packets of one dozen at 6d., 1/-, 1/6 and a/-. A FREE SAMPLE can be obtained by 
writing to THE LADY MANAGER, 17. Bull Street, Birmingham

Normandie.—Pension de famine, Monsieur et 
Madame Le Metayer, Chalet de la Vierge, 

Villerville, Calvados. Piano, jardin, bains de mer, 
jolies promenades a pied et a bicyclette. Bonne eau 
a boire. Autobus de ' Honfleur et . de Trouville. 
Pension depuis six francs par jour suivant chambre. 
Bonnes references.

PAYING GUESTS RECEIVED in country cottage 
Miss Smith, Low Green House, Thoralby

Aysgarth, S. O. Yorks. 0002/1

TO LET, by week or month, furnished cottage on 
the Yorkshire moors. 6 rooms. Mrs. Wilkinson, 

60, Maygate, York.

Please mention • The Common Cause” when answering

VEGETARIAN BOARD-RESIDENCE, temporary 
or permanent. Home-like, Ladies and Gentle- 

men. Convenient situation. Room and Breakfast 
from 3s. per day.—Madame Veigele, 63 and 65, Hereford 
Road, Bayswater, W.

Advertisements.
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Order now from The Manager,
THE COMMON CAUSE, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi.

The Agency's Clients include Mrs. Stanton Coil and many well-^nown 
Suffragists, Doctors, Actresses, etc,,

Hampden HOUSE, KINGsWAY, W.C. Tel. 6049 Central.

Relief Stampers & Heraldic Artists

toner PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE—
High-class note paper and envelopes to match. Stamping paper 

any colour in relief. Engraving die for any address.
5 quires (120 sheets) 3- ? ream (240 sheets) 5/- 1 ream (480 sheets) 6/9 

Samples on application. Above prices less 1/- if own die supplied, • 
Po tage extra./

0
In Preparation.

Volume III. of
THE COMMON CAUSE

Price 8s. 6d. Postage 8d.

Also Covers and Index for binding loose copies. 
Price 2s. each. Postage 4d.

THE

WOMEN TAXPAYERS AGENCY
Recovers all Inoome-tax Overpaid since the 5th of 

April, 1909.
Secures Abatements and Exemptions.
Prepares Accounts for Super-tax and Income-tax.
Conducts Appeals before the Commissioners, 
Advises on Investments with regard to income-tax.

FEMINIST PUBLISHER.
NEW ERA BOOKLETS.

No. 1. “Woman in the New Era.”
No. 2. “In the Workhouse.”
No. 3. “The Social Organization 

of To-Morrow " (From the 
French).
BY POST 7d. EACH.

THE INTERNATIONAL SUFFRAGE SHOP 
15, Adam Street, Strand.

TO WELSH SUFFRAGISTS.
Spread the Cause of Women’s Suffrage in Wales by mean, of 

Welsh Leaflets !
• Why Working Women Need the Vote.’*) 6d. per 100,
" Are Women Citizens ? " J 4s. 64. per thousand.

Apply to Mrs. HUDSON WILLIAMS. Lit. Sec., Plas Tirion, Bangor, N. Wales.

ST. PAUL AND THE WOMAN MOVEMENT.
By the REV. A. E. N. SIMMS.

(lid. post free.)

THE CHURCH LEAGUE FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE, 
11, St. Mark's Crescent, Regent’s Park, N.W.

Tel. 2966 Gerrard. Licensed by L.C.C.

THE WEST END ASSOCIATION.
(Miss GOLDING.)

Secretaries, Housekeepers, Matrons, Governesses, Nurses and 
Companions introduced free of charge. Flats, families receiving 
Paying Guests, Schools, Nursing Homes and Couriers recommended. 
There is also a Branch for Domestic Servants.

317, REGENT STREET, W. "Near QUEEN’S HALL)

On Saturday, May 4th, at 3 p.m..
At the EUSTACE MILES RESTAURANT, Charing Cross, a 

Discussion 
will be opened by MRS. BILLINGTON GREIG, who will propoe 

" That the Women’s Suffrage Movement should be extended into 
one for Sex-Equality.91 

This will be opposed by Mrs. F. T. SWANWICK.
CHAIRMAN: MISS 0. V. TITE.

Tickets, 1/- and 2/-, each from the INTERNATIONAL SUFFRAGE SHOP, 
15, Adam Street, Strand. No collection.

Typewriting and Shorthand.
Owing to a great increase of business Miss Ransom 

has considerably EXTENDED HER OFFICES at

195-7, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON, W.

She now has room for a few extra pupils who desire 
to train as Private Secretaries.

Ever)) description of iyjpeivriting undertaken. 
First-class Tvorl^.

Telephone - - - 1511 Mayfair.

THE NATIONAL UNION
Is the great Non-Party, Non-Militant Women’s Suffrage Society. If you approve of our methods and objects, please fill 

in the accompanying Form and send it to the Secretary.

1 approve of the objects and methods of the National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies, and desire to be enrolled as a member of the 
affiliated Society in my district

I herewith enclose osthf order for £ s d., the amount of my annual subscription.

Name---------------- ------------------------------------------------------ --------- - ----- - —----- -—-———-—— - ,—— ———---- -—----------—
(Mrs., Miss, Esq., or other title.)

Address________________________ _____________________ _________________ ______________ _ —  ■     -—
(in full.)

To the Secretary______ :________ ._________ . Society for Women’s Suffrage

Or the Secretary National Union of Wome Suffrage Societies, 14, Great Smith Street, London, Westminster, S.W.

Printed by ODHAMS LIMITED, 93-4, Long Acre, London, W.O., for the Proprietors, The Common Cause Publishing Co., Ltd., and Published at 2, Robert Street, 
Adelphi, W.O. Uanohester: John Heywood; Abel Heywood and Son; W. H. Smith and Son. NowoaMe-on-Tyne: W. H. Smith and Son.

Edinburgh and Glasgow: J. Menzies and Co. Dublin and Belfast: Eason and Son


