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T

TO

M.

=

TALLEYRAND-PERIGORD,

LATE BISHOP OF AUTUN.

SIR,

H avinc read with great pleafure a pam-
phlet, which you have lately publithed; on
Nation4l Education, I dedicate this volume
to you—the firft dedication that I have ever
written, to induce you to read it with atten-
tion; and, becaufe I think that you will
underftand me, which I do not fuppofc many
pert witlings will, who may ridicule the ar-
guments they are unable to anfwer. But,
Sir, 1 carry my refpe& for your underftand-
ing fill farther; fo far, that I am confident

5 you
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you will not throw my work afide, and haf- 1
tily conclude that I am in the wrong, becaufe

you did not view the fubjet in the fame light
yourfelf.—And, pardon my franknefs, but I

muft obferve, that you treated it in too curfory

a manner, contented to confider it as it had

been confidered formerly, when the rights of

man, not to advert to woman, were trampled

on as chimerical—I call upon you, thercfore,

now to weigh what I have advanced refpe@-

ing the rights of woman, and national educa- |
tion—and I call with the firm tone of huma-
nity. For my zx{'gl!mellts, Sir, are diQtated |
by a difinterefted fpirit—1I plead for my fex— |
not for myfelf. Independence I have long
confidered as the grand blefling of life, the
bafis of every virtue—and independence I
will ever fecure by contradting my wants,

though T were to live on a barren heath.

It is then an affetion for the whole hu-
man race that makes my pen dart rapidiy

along
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along to fupport what I believe to be the
caufe of virtue: and the fame motive leads
me earneftly to with to fee woman placed in
a ftation in which fhe would advance, in-
ftead of retarding, the progrefs of thofe glori-
ous principles that give a fubftance to morality.
My opinion, indeed, refpe@ing the rights and
duties of woman, feems to flow fo naturally
from thefe fimple principles, that I think it
fearcely poffible, but that fome of the en-
larged minds who formed your admirable con-

ftitution, will coincide with me.

In France there is undoubtedly a more ge-
neral diffufion of knowledge than in any part
of the European world, and I attribute it, in
a great meafure, to the focial intercourfe which
haslong fubfifted between the fexes. Itistrue,
1 utter my fentiments with freedom, that in
France the very effence of fenfuality has been
extratted to regale the voluptuary, and a kind
of fentimental luft has prevailed, which, to-

b gether
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gether with ‘the fyftem of duplicity that the
whole tenour of their political and civil govern-
ment taught, have given a finifter fort of fa-
gacity to the French chara&er, properly
termed finefle, and a polith of manners that
injures the fubftance, by -hunting fincerity
out of fociety.—And, modefty, the faireft
garb of virtue ! has been ‘more grofsly infulted
in France than even in England, till their wo-
men have treated as prudifh that attention to

deceney, which brutes inftin&ively obferve.

Manners and ‘morals are fo nearly allied
that they have often been confounded ; but,

gh the former fhould only be the natural

on of the latter, yet, when various
caufes have produced fackitious and corrupt
manners, which are very early caught, mo-
rality becomes an empty name. The per-
fonal referve, and facred refpect for cleanli-
nefs and delicacy in domeftic life, which
French women almoft defpife, are the grace-

4 ful
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ful pillars’ of ‘modefty; but, far from de-~
fpifing them, if the pure flame of patriotifm
have reached their bofoms, they thould labour
to improve the morals of their fellow-citizens,
by teaching men, not only to refpet mo-
deﬁy in women, but to acquire it themfelves,

as the only way to merit their efteem.
Contending for the rights of woman, my
thain ‘argument s built on this fimple princi-
ple, that if fhe be not prepared by education
to become the' companion of man, the will
ftop ‘the progrefs of knowledge, for truth
muft be common to all, or it will be ineffica-
cious with refpect to its influence on general
pradtice. And how can woman be expe&ted
to co-operate unlefs fhe know why the
ought to be virtuous? unlefs frecdom
firengthen her reafon till fhe comprehend
her duty, and fee in what manner it is con-
neéted with her real good ? If children are to
be educated to underftand the true principle
b 2 of
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of patriotifm, their mother muft be a patriot §
and the love of mankind, from which an
orderly train of virtues fpring, can only be
produced by confidering the moral and civil
intereft of mankind; but the education and
fituation of woman, at prefent, thuts her
out from fuch inveftigations.

In this work I have produced many. argu-
ments, which to me were conclufive, to prove
that the prevailing notion refpelting a fexual
chara&er was fubverfive of morality, and T
have contended, that to render the human
body and mind more perfed, chaftity muft
more univerfally prevail, and that chaftity
will never be refpeted in the male world till
the perfon of a woman is not, as it were,
idolized, when little virtue or fenfe embellith
it with the grand traces of mental beauty, or
the interefting fimplicity of affection.

Confider, Sir, difpaffionately, thefe obfer-
vations—for a glimpfe of this truth feemed to

open
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open before you when you obferved, ¢ that
¢ to fec one half of the human race excluded
¢ by the other from all participation of go-
¢ yernment, was a political phznomenon
¢ that, according to abftra& principles, it
¢ was impoffible to explain.’ If fo, on what
does your conftitution reft? If the abftradt
rights of man will bear difcuffion and expla-
nation, thofe of woman, by a parity of reafon-
ing, will not fhrink from the fame teft: though
a different opinion prevails in this country,
built on the very arguments which you ufe to

juftify the oppreffion of woman—prefcription.

Confider, I addrefs you as a legiflator,”

whether, when men contend for their free-
dom, and to be allowed to judge for them-
felves refpecting their own happinefs, it be not
inconfiftent and unjuft to-fubjugate women,
even though you firmly believe that you are
acting in the manner beft calculated to pro-
tmote their happinefs? Who made man the

b3 exclufive
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exclufive judge, if woman partake with him
the gift of reafon ?

In this ftyle, argue tyrants of every denomi-
nation, from the weak king to the weak fa-
ther of a family ; they are all eager to crufh
reafon; yet always affert that they ufurp its
throne only to be ufeful. Do you not act afimi-

Tar part, when you force all women, by deny-
ing them civil and political ricl

its, to remain

immured in their families groping in the dark ?
for furely, Sir, you will not affert, that a duty
can be binding which is not founded on rea-
fon? If indeed this be their deftination, argu-
ments may be drawn from reafon: and thus au-
guftly fupported, the more underftanding wo-
men acquire, the more they will be attached
to their duty—comprehending it—for unlefs
they comprehend it, unlefs their morals be
fixed on the fame immutable principle as thofe
of man, no authority can make them dife
charge it in a virtuous manner. They may
be convenient flaves, but flavery will have its

conftant
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conftant effe®, degrading the mafter and the
abject dependent.

But, if women are to be excluded, with-
out having a voice, from a participation of
the natural rights of mankind, prove firft, to
ward off the charge of injuftice and incon-
fiftency, that they want reafon—elfe this flaw
in"your NEW CONSTITUTION, the firft
conftitution founded on reafon, will ever
fhew that man muft, in fome fhape, at like
a tyrant, and tyranny, in whatever part of
fociety it rears its brazen front, will ever
undermine morality.

1 have repeatedly afferted, and produced

what appeared to me irrefragable arguments

drawn from matters of fa&, to prove my afle;
tion, that women cannot, by force, be confined
to domeftic concerns; for they will, how-
ever ignorant, intermeddle with more weighty
affairs, negle&ing private duties only to dif-
turb, by cunning tricks, the orderly plans of
reafon which rife above their compreherifion.

b4 Befides,
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Befides, whilft they are only made to ac-
quire perfonal accomplithments, men will
feek for pleafure in variety, and faithlefs huf-
bands will make faithlefs wives 5 fuch ignox
rant beings, indeed, will be very .excufable
when, not taught to refpe public good, nor
allowed any civil rights, they attempt to dp
themfelves juftice by retaliation.

The box of mifchief thus opened in fociety,
what is to preferve private virtue, the only
fecurity of public freedom and univerfal hap-
pinefs ?

Let there be then no coercion ¢ffablifped
in fociety, and the common law of gravity
prevailing, the fexes will fall into their pro-
per places. And, now that more equitable
laws are forming your citizens, marriage
may become more facred: your young men
may choofe wives from motivcs‘ of affecion,
and your maidens allow love to root out
vanity.

The
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The father of a family will not then
wedken his conftitution and debafe his fen-
timents, by vifiting the harlot, nor forget, in
obeying the call of appetite, the purpofe for
which it was implanted. And, ‘the mother
will not negleét her children to pradife the
arts of coquetry, when fenfe and modefty
fecure her the friendfhip of her hufband,

But, till men become attentive to the duty
of a father, it is vain to expe&t women to
{pend that time in their nurfery which they,

¢ wife in their generation,” choofe to fpend

at their glafs; for this exestion of cunning is

only an inftin& of nature to enable them to
obtain indire@tly a little of that power of
which they are unjuftly denied a thare : for, if

timate

women are not permitted to enjoy leg
rights, they will render both men and them-
felves vicious, to obtain illicit privileges.

1 wifh, ‘Sir, to fet fome inveftigations of
this kind afloat in France; and fhould they

3 Ter
3 lcad
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lead to a confirmation of my principles, when
your conftitution is revifed the Rights of
‘Woman may be refpeed, if it be fully proved
that reafon calls for this refpect, and loudly
demands JUSTICE for one half of the hu-
man race.

Iam, Six,

Your’s refpe&fully,

M.




ADVERTISEMENT.

Waex 1 began to write this work, I di-
vided it into three parts, fuppofing that one
volume would contain a full difcuffion of the
arguments which feemed to me to rife natu-
rally from a few fimple principles ; but freth
illuftrations occurring as I advanced, I now
prefent only the firft part to the public.

Many fubjecs, however, which I have
curforily alluded to, call for particular invef-
tigation, efpecially the laws relative to wo-
men, and the confideration of their peculiar
duties. Thefe will furnifh ample matter for
a fecond volume, which in due time will be
publifhed, to elucidate fome of the fentiments,
and complete many of the fketches begun in
the firft,







CONTENTS.

CHAP L
A b
The rights and invetved duties of mankind
confidered
€ H AP I

The prevailing ‘opinion of e fexual cha-
racfer difeuffed
CHAP. IL
The fame [ubjecl continued

YR ATPIVEYE
Obfervations on the flate of degradation {0
which woman is reduced by various
caufes 1
AR V.
Animadver fions on forne of the writers who
have rendered women objelis of pitys

bordering on contempt

age

15

33

29

ijo

CHAP.




Xviii CONTENTS,

CHA P VI,
Page
The effe® which an early affociation of
wdeas bas upon the charafier 259

C H AP ViR
,ZVIodL/i)'.—Cnmpr:/)ﬂﬁw.ﬁ/ confidered, and

w0t as a fexual virtye

273
C.H A“P. iVIII.
Morality undermined by fexual notions of
2he importance of a good reputation 298
C H AR IX
OF the pernicious effelis which arife Jrom
the unnatural diftingtjons oftablifbed in
Society 320
CH AP Syt
Parental affection 343

C HAP XTI
Duty to parents

349




CONTENTS. Xix
C H AP+ XIL
Page
On national education 361

C H AP XIL
Same inflances of the folly which the igno-

rance of women generates s wWith con-
cluding refleclions on the mer -al improve=
ment that a revolution in female man-
ners may naturally be expelted to
produce 414

RRATA.
infantine, vead infantile.
or ratine, T. routine.
46 D. 163, 1. 16. for paradifaicaly . paradifiacal,
91.1. 5. for alleariah, v allgoricl.
115. —8. for retard, T. retards.
523, — 14 for locallized, x. localized.
139. Note, for this defe . . thefe deferiptionss
1550 1 for Magdalenes, v. Magdalens.
135, 150, 200, 400, for barem, . baram.
166, 1. 4. for fBape, T- fbapes.
B x for gt impgens
1.1 8. £ b. for procures, ¥. procure,

dly, T. devotedly.

5 He
276 e
. for bas, 1. bafr.
i rofe, . rifen
4. — 12. for mein,
obof, I b
2 b for they, 7.0

40 4 for mind, v. mi
=1L 6. for praduce, . pri
6. ndermines, ¥ u







INTRODUCTION.

Asrsr confidering the hiftoric page, and
viewing the living world with anxious foli-
citude, the moft melancholy emotions of for-
rowful indignation have deprefled my fpirits,
and I have fighed when obliged to confefs,
that either nature has made a great difference
between man and man, or that the civilization
which has hitherto taken place in the world
has been very partial. I have turned over va-
rious books written on the fubject of educa-
tion, and patiently obferved the condu& of
parents and the management of fchools; but
what has been the refult ?—a profound con-
viction that the negleed education of my
fellow-creatures is the grand fource of the
mifery I deplore; and that women, in parti-
cular, are rendered weak and wretched by a
variety of concurring caufes, originating from
ne hafty conclufion. ‘The condu&@ and
manners of women, in fa&, evidently prove
that
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that their minds not in a healthy flate 3
for, like the flow which are planted in
too rich a foil, ftrength and ufefulnefs are
facrificed to huu(y; and the (Inun(lng leaves,
after having pleafed a fallidious ey, fade,
difregarded on the flalk, long bofore the fea.
fon when they ought to have arrived at ma-
turity.~Qne caufe of this barren blooming
I attributo'to'a “falfe fyftem of education,
gathered from the books writters onf this fiib
Jject by men who, confidering females yather

s women than ‘human creatures, have been
more anxious to make them alluring - mif*
trefles than r
flanding of the

mal wives 5 and the unders
has been fo bubbled by
this fpecious hor age, that the civilized 'wo.
men of the prefent century, with a few exs
ceptions, are ‘only anxious to infpire love,
when they ought to cherifh a nobler ambia

tion, and by their abilities and virtues exack
refpect.

Ina treatife, therefore, on female rights
and manners, the works which have been
particularly written for their improvement
muft not overlooked; efpecially when it
is aflerted, in diredt terms, that the minds
of women are enfeebled by falfe refinement ;

4 that
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that the books of inftruion, ~written by
men of genius, have had the fame tendency
as more frivolous produ&ions; and that, in
the true ftyle of Mahometanifm, they are
only confidered as females, and not as a
part of the human fpecies, shen improvable
reafon is allowed to be the dignified diftinc-
tion which raifes men above the brute crea~
tion, and puts a natural {ceptre in a feeble
hand.

Yet, becaufe I am a woman, I would not
lead ‘my readers to {uppofe that I mean vio-
lently to agitate the contefted ‘queftion re-
{pedting the equality or inferiority of the
fex ; but as the fubject lies in my way, and
T cannot pafs it over without fubjeéting the
main tendency of my reafoning to mifcon-
ftrucion, I fhall ftop.a moment to deliver,
in a few words, my opinion.—In the govern-
ment of the ph
that the female, in gen
male. The male purfues, the female yields
—this is the law of nature; and it does not
appear to be fufpended or abrogated in favour
of woman. This phyfical fuperiority can-

cal world it is obfervable

al, is inferior to the

not be denied—and it is a noble prerogativ
But not content with this natural pre-emi~
Ba minence,
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minence, men endeavour to fink us fill
lower, merely to render us alluring ob-
je@s for a moment; and women, intoxi=
cated by the adoration which men, under
the influerice of their fenfes, pay them,
do not feek to obtain a durable intereft in
their hearts, or to become the friends of the
fellow creatures who find amufement in their
{ociety.

Iam aware of an obvious inference :—from
every quarter hiave I heard exclamations againft
mafculine women 3 but where are they ‘to be
found ? If by this appellation men mean to
inveigh againft their ardour in hunting, thoot-
ing, and gaming, I thall moft cordially join
in the cry ; but if it be againft the imitation
of manly virtues, or, more properly fpeakiug,
the attainment of thofe talents and virtues,
the exeicife of which ennobles the human
chara&er, and which raife females in the
feale of animal being, when they are com-
prehenfively termed mankind ;—all thofe who
view them with a philofophical eye muft, I
thould think, wifh with me, that they may
every day grow more and more mafculine.

This difcuffion naturally divides the fub-

} I fhall firft confider women in the
grand
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grand light of human creatures, who, in com=
mon with men, are placed on this earth to un-
fold their faculties; and afterwards I fhall
more particularly point out their peculiar
defignation,

1 with alfo to fteer clear of an error which
many refpectable writers have fallen into ; for
the inftru@ion which has hither been ad-
dreffed to women, has rather been applicable
to ladjes, if the little indiret advice, that is
{cattered through Sandford and Merton, be
excepted ; but, addreffing my fex in a firmer
tone, I pay particular attention to thofe in
the middle clafs, becaufe they appear to be
in the moft natural ftate, Perhaps the feeds
of falfe-refinement, immorality, and vanity,
have ever been fhed by the great. Weak,
artificial beings, raifed above the common
wants and affe@ions of their race, in a pre-
mature unnatural manner, undermine the
very foundation of virtue, and {pread corrup-
tion through the whole mafs of fociety! As
a clafs of mankind they have the ftrongeft
claim to pity ; the education of the rich tends
to render them vain and helplefs, and the
unfolding mind is net ftrengthened by the

B3 pradtice
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pra&ice of thofe duties which dignify the hus
man chara@er.—They only live to amufe
themfelves, and by the fame law which in
natureinvariably produces certain effects, they

{oon only afford barren amufement.

But as I purpofe taking a feparate view of
the different ranks of fociety, and of the mo-~
ral charaéer of women, in edch, this hint is,
for the prefent, fufficient; .and I have only ‘\
alluded to the fubjedt,  becaufe it appears to
me to be the very of i
to gi

15

nce of an introduétion
count of the contents of

the work it introduces.

a curfory

My own fex, I'hope, will excufe me. if I

Y e, >
treat them like rational creatures, inftead of
flattering thei Jafcinating graces, and view-
ing them a5 if they v

¢ ina flate of perpe~
tual childhood, unable to ftand alone, T ear~
neftly wifh to point out in what true dignity
and human happinefs confifts—I with to per=
fuade women to endcavour to acquire ftrength,
both 'of mind and body, and to convince them
that the foft:phrafes, fufceptibility of heart;
delicacy of {entiment, and refinement of tafte,
arcalmoft fynonymous with epithets of weak<
nefs, and that thofe beings who a
s, of pity and ghat kind

c-only the
love, which
hag
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has been termed its fifter, will {foon become
objeds of contempt.

Difmiffing then thofe pretty feminine
phrafes, which the men condefcendingly ufe
to foften our flavith dependence, and defpifing
that weak elegancy of mind, exquifite fenfi-
bility, and fieet docility of manners, fup=
pofed to be the fexual chara&eriftics of the
weaker veflel, T with to thew that clegance
is inferior to virtue, that the firft objeét of
Jaudable ambition is to obtain a charalter as a
human being, regardlefs of the diftin&ion of

fex; and that fecondary views fhould be
brought to this fimple touchftone.

This is a rough fketch of my plans and
fhould I exprefs my convidtion with the ener-
getic emotions that I feel whenever I think of
the fubjed, the di&ates of experience and re-
fletion will be felt by fome of my readers.
Animated by this important object, 1 fhail
difdain to cull my phrafes or polith my ftyle;
—1 aim at being ufeful, and fincerity will
render me unaffe@ted ; for, withing rather to
perfuade by the force of my arguments, than
dazzle by the elegance of my language, I
fhall not wafte my time in rounding periods,
nor in fabricating the turgid bombaft of arti-

B 4 ficial
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ficial feclings, which, coming from the head,
never reach the heart.—I fhall be employed
about things, not words ! —and, anxious to
render my fex more refpeétable members of
fociety, I fhall try to avoid that flowery dic-~
tion which has flided from effays into novels,
and from no into familiar letters and

converfation.

Thefe pretty nothings—thefe caricatures
of the real beauty of fenfibility, dropping
glibly from the tongue, vitiate the tafte, and
create a Kind of fickly delicacy that turns
away from fimple unadorned trnth; apd a
deluge of falfe fentiments and overftretched
feelings, flifling the natural emotions of the
heart, render the domeftic pleafures infi-
pid, that ought to fweeten the exercife of
thofe fevere duties, which educate a rational
and immortal being for a nobler field of ac-
tion.

I'he education of women has, of late, been
more attended to than formerly ; yet they
are fHll reckoned a frivolous fex, and ridi-
culed or pitied by the writers who endeavour
by fatire or inftruction to improve them. It
is acknowledged that they fpend many of the
firfk years of their lives in acquiring a {matter-

ing
g
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ing of accomplifhments: meanwhile firength
of body and mind are facrificed to libertine
notions of beauty, to the defire of cftabliths
ing themfelves,—the only way women can
sife in the world,—by marriage. And this
defire making mere animals of them, when
they marry they a& as fuch children may
be expected to adk :—they drefs ; they paint,
and nickname God’s creatures.—Surely thefe
weak beings are only fit for a feraglio!—
Can they govern a family, or take care of
the poor babes ywhom they bring into the
world ?

If then it can be fairly deduced from the
prefent condué of the fex, from the preva-
lent fondnefs for pleafure which takes place
of ambition and thofe nobler paffions that
open and enlarge the foul ; that the inftruéion
which women have received has only tended,
with the conftitution of civil fociety, to render
them infignificant objets of defire—mere pro-
pagators of fools !—if it can be proved that in
aiming to accomplith them, without cultis
yating their underftandings, they are taken
out of their {phere of duties, and made ridi-
gulous and ufelefs when the fhort-lived bloom
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of beauty is over®, I prefume that rational
men will excufe me for endeavouring to per=
fuade them to become more mafculine and
refpe&able.

Indeed the word mafeuline isonly
there is little reafon to fear th:
acquire too much' cour

abugbear:
at women will
age or ﬂ)rtilmlc;_mr
their apparent inferiority with refpet to bo-
dily ftrength, muft render them.

5 in fome de«
dependent on men in

the various re-
of life; but why fhould je be in-
creafed by prejudices that give a fe
tue, and confound fimple
veveries ?

to vir-
truths with fenfual

Women are, in fi fo much degraded
by miftaken notions of fem
1do not mean to add a p:

that this

ale excellence, that
dox when 1 affert,
al weaknefs produces 4 propen-
fity to ty ranuize, and gives birth to cunning,
the natural opponent of frength, which leads
them to play off thofe contemptible infantine
airs that undermine eflcem even whilft they
excite defire. Do not fofter thefe preju-

artifici;

T cannot recollect his name, afks

5 women: turned of forty have to do in the

dice



INTRODUCTION, 11

dices, and they will naturally fall into their
{ubordinate, yet refpectable ftation, in life.

It feems fcarcely neceffary to fay, that T
now fpeak of the fex in general, Many indi-
viduals have more fenfe than their male re-
fatives; and, as nothing preponderates where
there ij a conftant ftruggle for an equilibrium,
without it has naturally more gravity, {fome
women govern their hufbands without de-
grading themfelves, begaufe intelle&t will
always governs

VINDICATION
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CH APE

AHE RIGHTS AND INVOLVED DUTIES OF

MANKIND CONSIDERED,

Ix the prefent ftate of fociety it appears ne=
ecflary to go back to firft principles in fearch
of the moft fimple truths, and to difpute
with fome prevailing prejudice every inch of
ground. - To clear my way, 1 muft ko al=
lowed to'atk fome plain queftions, and the
anfwers will probably appear as unequivocal
as the axioms on which reafoning is builty
though, when entangled with various mo«
tives of afion, they are formally contradicted,
either by the words or condu® of men.

In what does man’s pre-eminence over the
as cleat

brute creation confift ? The anfwer
as that a half is lefs than the wheles i
Reafon.

What acquirement exalts one b
another ? Virtue ; we fpontaneo!

ng above
y reply-
For
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For what purpofe were the paflions ims
planted ? That man by firuggling with them
might attain a degree of knowledge denied
to the brutes ; whifpers Experience.

Confequently the perfecion of our nature
and capability of happinefs, muft be eftimated
by the degree of reafon, virtue, and know-
ledge, that diffinguith the individual, and
dire& the laws which bind fociety : and that
from the exercife of reafon, kno'wlcdgc and
virtue naturally flow, is equally undenable,

if mankind be viewed colle@ively.

The rights and duties of man thus fim
fied, it feems almoft impertinent to atte
to illufirate truths that appear {o incontro-
vertible ; yet fuch deeply rooted prejudices
have clouded reafon, and fuch {purious qua-
lities have affumed the name of virtues, that
it is neceffary to purfue the courfe of re;
as it has been perplexed and involved in error,
by various adventitious circumflances, com-

paring the fimple axiom with cafual de-
Viations.

pli-
mpt

afon

Men, in general, {feem to employ their rea-
fon to juftify prejudices, which they have im-
bibed, they cannot trace how, rather than te

root
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foot them out. The mind muft be ftrong
that refolutely forms its own principles ; for
akind of intelle@tual cowardice prevails which
makes many men fhrink from the tafk, or
only do it by halves.  Yet the imperfe& con-
clufions thus drawn, are frequently very plau-
fible, becaufe they are built on partial expe-
rience, on juft, though narrow, views.

Going back to firft principles, vice fkulks,
with all its native deformity, from clofe invef-
tigation'; but a fet of fhallow reafoners are
always exclaiming that thefe arguments prove
too much, and that a meafure rotten at the
core may be expedient. Thus expediency is
continually contrafted with fimple principles,
till truth is loft in a mift of words, virtue, in
forms, and knowledge rendered a founding
nothing, by the fpecious prejudices that af-
fume its name.

‘That the fociety is formed in the wi
ner, whofe conflitution is founded on
ture -of man, ftrikes, in the abftrad, every
thinking being fo forcibly, that it looks like
prefumption to endeavour to bring forward
proofs; though proof muft be brought, or
the firong hold of prefcription will never be
forced by reafon 5 yet to urge prefcription as

3 an

man-

12~
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an argument to juflify the depriving men (or
women) of their natural rights, is one of the
abfurd fophifims which daily infult common
{eiife.
The ciy

ization of the bulk of the people
of Europe is very partial ; nay, it may be
made a queftion, whether they have acquired
any virtues in exchange for innocence, equi-
valent to the mifery produced by the vices
that have been plaftered over unfightly igno-
rance, and the freedom which has been bar-
tered for fplendid flavery. The defire of
dazzling by riches, the moft certain pre-emi-
neuce that man can obtain, the pleafure of
commanding flattering fycophants, and many
other complicated low. calculations of doting
{elf-love, have all contributed to overwhelm
the mafs of mankind, and make liberty a
convenient handle for mock patriotifm.  For
whilft rank and titles are held of the ut-
moft importance, before which Genius ¢ muft
hide its diminifhed head,” it is, with a few
exceptions, very unfortunate for a nation
when a man of abilities, without rank or pro-
perty, puthes himfelf forward to notice,—
Alas ! what unheard of mifery have thou-
fands fuffered to purchafe a cardinal’s hat for

an
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an inttiguing obfcure adventurer, who longed
to be ranked with princes, or lord it over
them by feizing the triple crown !

Such, indeed, has been the wretchedne(s
that has flowed from hél‘editary honours,
riches, and monarchy, that men of lively
fenfibility have almoft uttered blafphemy in
order to juftify the difpenfations of providence.
Man has been held out as independent of his
power who made him, or as a lawlefs planet
darting from its orbit to fteal the celeftial fire
of reafon ; and the vengeance of heaven, lurk-
ing in the fubtile flame, fufficiently punithed
his temerity, by introducing evil into the
world,

Imprefled by, this view of the mifery and
diforder which pervaded fociety, and fatigued
with joftling againft artificial fools, Rouffeau
became enamoured of folitude, and, being at
the fame time an optimift, he labours with
uncommon eloquence to prove that man was
naturally a folitary animal, Mifled by his
refpect for the goodnefs of God, ‘who cer-
tainly—for what man of fenfe and feeling can
doubt it !—-gave life only to communicate
happinefs, he confiders evil as pofitive, and.
the work of man; not aware that he was

Rz exalting
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cxalting oné attribute at the expence of ano<
ther, equally neceflary to divine perfection.
Reared on a falfe hypothefis his arguments
in favour of a ftate of nature are plaufible, but
unfound. 1 fay unfound; for to aflert that a
ftate of nature is preferable to civiliz tion,
in allits poflible perfeion, is, in other words,

a

to arraign fupréme wifdom; and the para-
doxical exclamation, that God' has made all

right, and t

ngs at evil has been introduced
by the creature, whom he formed, knowing

what he formed, is as unphilofophical - as

feo that prefent evil would produce future
good.  Could the helplefs creature whom he
called from nothing break loofe from his pro-
vidence, and boldly learn to know good by
pracifing evil, without his permiffion ? No.—
low could that energetic advocate for immor=
tality drgue o inconfiftently ? Had mankind,
for ever in the brutal flate of na-
ture, which even his magic pen cannot paint
as a ftate in which a fingle virtue took root,
it would have been clear, though not to the
fenfitive

remained
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fenfitive unrefle@ting wanderer, that man
was born to run the circle of life and death,
and adorn God’s garden for fome purpofe
which could not eafily be reconciled with his
attributes.

But if, to crown the whole, there were
to be rational creatures produced, allowed to
ers

rife in excellence by the exercife of pow
implanted for that purpofe; if benignity it-
felf thought fit to call into exiftence a creature
above the brutes *, who could think and im-
prove himfelf, why fhould that ineftimable
gift, for a gift it was, if man was fo created
as to have a capacity to rife above the ftate in
which fenfation produced brutal eafe, be
called, in dire& terms, a curfe? A curfe it
might be reckoned, if all our exiftence was
bounded by our continuance in this world;
for why fhould the gracious fountain of life
give us paffions, and the power of refletin

only to imbitter our days and infpire us with

# Contrary to the opinion of anatomifts, who argue

by analogy from the formation of the tecth, ftomach,
and inteftines, Rouffeau will not allow a man to be a
carnivorous animal, And, carried away from nature by
2 love of fyftem, he difputes whether man be a grega-
vious animal, though the long and helplefs ftate of infancy
feems to point him out as particularly impelled to pair.

¢ 2 miftaken
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miflaken notions of dignity? Why fhould
he lead us from love of ourfelves to the fubs
lime emotions which the difcovery of his wifs
dom and goodnefs excites, if thefe feelings
were not fet in motion to improve our nature,
of which they make a part *, and render us
capable of enjoying a more godlike portion of
happinefs ? Firmly perfuaded that no evil
exifts in the world that God did not defign to
take place, T build my belief on the perfec-
tion of Ged.

Roufleau exerts himfelf to prove that all zwas
right originally : a crowd of authors that all
75 now right : and I, that all will e right.

But, true to his firft pofition, next to a fate
of nature, Roufleau celebrates barbarifm, and,
apa(h'ophiziug the fhade of Fabricius, he for-

* What would you fay to a mechanic whom you had
defired to make a watch to_point out the hour of the day,
ity to thew his ingenuity, he added wheels to make it 2
repeater, &c. that perplexed the fimple mechanifin ; hould
he urge, to excufe himfelf—had you not touched a certain
fpring, youwould have known nothing of the matter, and
that he fhould have amufed himfelf by making an ex-
feriment without doing you any harm: would you not
retort faitly upon him, by infifting that if he had not added
thofe needlefs wheels and fprings
have happened?

> the accident could not

gets
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gets that, in conquering the world, the Ro-
mans never dreamed of eftablithing their own
liberty on a firme bafis, or of extending the
reign of virtue. Eager to fupport his {yftem,
he ftigmatizes, as vicious, every effort of ge-
nius ; and, uttering the apotheofis of favage
virtues, he exalts thofe to demi-gods, who
were f{carcely human—the brutal Spartans,
who, in defiance of juftice and gratitude, fa-
crificed, in cold blood, the flaves who had
fhewn themfelves men to refcue their op-
preflors.

Difgufted with artificial manners and vir-
tues, the citizen of Geneva, inftead of pro-
perly fifting the fubjed, threw away the
wheat with the chaff, without waiting ‘to
inquire whether the evils which his ardent
foul turned from indignantly, were the con-
fequence of civilization or the veftiges of bar-
barifm. He faw vice trampling on’ virtue,
and the femblance of goodnefs taking place
of the reality ; he faw talents bent by power
to finifter purpofes, and never thought of
tracing the gigantic mifchief up to arbitrary
power, up to the hereditary diftin&tions that
clath with the mental fuperiority that natu-
rally raifes a man above his fellows. He did

C 4 not
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not perceive that regal power, in a few geries
rations, introduces idiotifin into the noble ftem,
and holds out baits to render thoufands idle
and vicious,

Nothing can fet the regal charader in

2 more contemptible point of view, than
the vari

toth

s crimes that have elevated men
he fupremc(]ignity.—vile intrigues, unna=
tural crimes, and every vice that degrades our
nature, have been the fteps to this diftin-
guithed emine yet millions of men have
fupinely allowed the nervelefs limbs of the
pofterity of fuch rapacious prowlers to reft
quiétly on their enfan

What but a pefliler

ruined thrones *,

1 vapour can hover
ief director is only
ition of crimes, or the
ftupid rotine of childith ceremonies ? Will
men never be wife ?—

over fociety when its ¢
inftruéted in the inv

1l they never ceafe to
exped corn from tares, and figs from thiftles ?

It is impoffible for any man, when the moft
favourable circumftances concur, to acquire
fufficient knowledge and ftrength of mind
to difcharge the duties of a king, entrufted
with uncontrouled power; how then muft

* Cauld there be 2 gre
mian than ¢

er infult offered to the rights of
fice in France, when an infant.was
e Dubois !

they
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ghey be violated when his very elevation is
an infuperable bar to the attainment of ei-
ther wifdom or virtue; when all the feelings
of a man are flifled by flattery, and refleGtion
thut out by pleafure! Surely it is madnefs
to make the fate of thoufands depend on the
caprice of a weak fellow creature, whofe
very ftation finks him neceffarily below the
meaneft of his fubjecs ! But one power fhould
not be thrown down to exalt another—for all
power intoxicates weak man; and its abufe
proves, that the more equality there is efta-
blifhed among men, the more virtue and hap-
pinefs will reign in fociety. But this, and any
fimilar maxim deduced from fimple reafon,
raifes an outcry—the church or the flate is
in danger, if faith in the wifdom of anti-
quity is not implicit ; and they who, roufed
by the fight of human calamity, dare to at~
tack human authority, are reyiled as defpifers
of God, and enemies of man. Thefe are
bitter calumnics, yet they reached one of the
beft of men *, whofe athes ftill preach peace, *
and whofe memory demands a refpetful
paufe, when fubjects are difcuffed that lay
o near his heart.

* Dr, Price

After
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Afterattacking the facred majefty of Kings,
I fhall fearcely excite furprife by adding
my firm perfuafion that every profeflion, in
which great fubordination of rank confti-
tutes its power, is highly injurious to mo-
rality,

A flanding army, for inftance, is incom-
patible with freedom ; becaufe fubordination
and rigour are the very finews of military
difcipline; and defpotifim is neceflary to give
vigour to enterprizes that one will dire@s.
A fpirit infpired by romantic notions of ho-
nour, a kind of morality founded on the
fathion of the age, can only be felt by a few
officers, whiltt the main body muft be
moved by command, like the waves of the
fea; for the ftrong wind of authority pufhes
the crowd of fubalterns forward,
{earcely know or care why,
fury.,

Befides, nothing can be fo prejudicial to
the morals of the jnh

they

with hcadlong

abitants of country

fowns as the occafional refidence of a fet of
ficial young men, whofe only ac-
cupation s gallantry, and whofe polithed

render vice more dangerous, by
concealing its

idle fuperf

manners

deformity under gay orna-
mental
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mental drapery. An air of fafhion, which
is but a badge of flavery, and proves that the
foul has not a ftrong individual characer,
awes fimple country people into an imiitation
of the vices, when they cannot catch the flip-
pery graces, of politenefs. Every corps isa
chain of defpots, who, fubmitting and ty-
rannizing without exercifing their reafon,
become dead weights of vice and folly on the
community. A man of rank or fortune,
fure of rifing by intereft, has nothing to do
but to purfue fome extravagant freak 3 whilft
the needy gentleman, who is to rife, as the
phrafe turns, by his merit, becomes a fer-
vile parafite or vile pander.

Sailors, the naval gentlemen, come under
the fame defcription, only their vices aflume
a different and a groffer caft. They are
more pofitively indolent, when not difcharg-
ing the ceremonials of their ftation; whilfk
the infignificant fluttering of foldiers may be
termed aive idlenefs. More confined to
the fociety of men, the former acquire a fond-
nefs for humour and mifchievous tricks ;
whilft the latter, mixing frequently with
well-bred women, catch a fentimental cant.
~—But mind is equally out of the queftion,

whether
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whether they indulge the horfe-laugh; o
polite fimper.

May I be allowed to extend the compari=
fon to a profeflion where more mind is cer-
tainly to be found; for the clergy have fu-
perior opportunities of improvement, though
{ubordination almoft equally cramps their fa-
culties? The blind fubmiflion impofed at
college to forms of belief ferves as a novi-
tiate to the curate, who muft obfequioufly
refpect the opinion of his rector or patron,
if he means to rife in his profeffion, Per-
haps there cannot be a more forcible contraft
than between the fervile dependent gait of a
poor curate and the courtly mien of a bithop.
And the refpect and contempt they infpire
render the difcharge of their feparate funce
tions cquaily ufelefs.

It is of gr
the chara@er of every man is, in fome de-

t importance to obferve that

gree, formed by his profeffion. A man of
fenfe may only have a caft of countenance
that wears off as you trace his individuality,
whilft the weak, common man has {carcely

ever any character, but what belongs to the

body ; at leaft, all his opinions have been fo
ftecped in the yat confecrated by authority,
that
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that the faint {pirit which the
owh vine yields cannot be diftinguithed.

Society, therefore, as it becomes more en-
lightened, fhould be very careful not to efta-
blith bodies of men who muft neceflarily
be made foolith or vicious by the very con-
ftitution of their profeffion.

In the infancy of fociety, when men were
juft emerging out of barbarifm, chiefs and
pricfts, touching: the moft: powerful {prings

rape of his

of favage condu&, hope and fear, muft have
had unbounded fway. An ariftocracy, of
courfe, is naturally the firft form of govern~
ment. But, clathing interefts foon lofing
their equipoife, a monarchy and hierarchy
break out of the confufion of ambitious
ftruggles, and the foundation of both is fe-
cured by feudal tenur This appears to be
the origin of monarchical and prieftly power,

and the dawn of civilization. ~But fuch

combuftible mater cannot long be pent
up; and, getting vent in forcign wars and in-
teftine infurredtions, the people acquire fome

power in the tumult, which obliges their

sulers to glofs over their oppreffion with a thew
of right. Thus, as wars, agriculture, com-
merce,
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merce, and literature, expand the mind,
defpots are compelled, to make covert corrup-
tion hold faft the power which was formerly
fnatched by open force*.  And this baneful
lurking gangrene is moft quickly fpread by
luxury and fuperflition, the fure dregs of
ambition. The indolent puppet of a court
firft becomes a luxurious montfter, or fafti-
dious fenfualift, and then makes the conta-
gion which his unnatural ftate fpread, the
inftrument of tyranny.

It is the peftiferous purple which renders
the progrefs of civilization a curfe, and warps
the underftanding, till men of fenfibility
doubt whether the expanfion of intellect
produces a greater portion of happinefs or
mifery. But the nature of the poifon points
out the antidote ; and had Roufleau mount-
ed one flep higher in his inveftigation, or
could his eye have picrced through the foggy
atmofphere, which he almoft difdained to

* Men of abilities featter feeds that grow up and have
a great influence on the forming opinions and when once.
the public opinion preponderates, through the exertion
of reafon, the overthroy
diftant,

of arbitrary power is not very

breathe,
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breathe, his a&tive mind would have darted
forward to contemplate the perfection of man
in the eftablifhment of true civilization, in-
ftead of taking his ferocious flight back to
the night of fenfual ignorance.

CHAP.




VINDICATICN

NG OPINION OF A SEXUAL

CHARACTER DISCUS:

e,
< account for, and excufe the tyranny of
niot

s arguments have been
to prove, that the two fe

xes,
in the acquirement of virtue, ought to aim at
ini liffe aralter : or, to

L explicitly, women arenot allowed tohave
fuf f'um t ftrength of mind to acquire what
et it
fhould feem, allowing them to have fouls,
that there is but one way

really deferves the name of virtue.

appointed by Pro-

wce to lead mankind to cither virtue or
happinefs.

If then women are not 3 fwarm of
ephemeron triflers, why fhould they be
kept in ignorance under the fpecious name
of innocence? Men complain, and, with
reafon, of the follies and caprices of our
fex, when they do not keenly fatirize
our headftrong paffions and groveling vices.
—Behold,
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~Behold, I fhould anfwer, the natural ef-
fe& of ignorance! The mind will ever be
unftable that has only prejudices to reft on,
and the current will run with deftrudtive
fury when there are no barriers to break its
force.  Women are told from their infancy,
and taught by the example of their mothers,
that a little knowledge of human weaknefs,
juftly termed cunning, foftnefs of temper,
outward obedience, and a ferupulous atten-
tion to a puerile kind of propriety, will ob-
tain for them the prote@ion of man; and
thould they be beautiful, every thing clfe is
needlefs, for, at leaft, twenty years of their
lives.

Thus Milton defcribes our firft frail mo-
ther; though when he tells us that women
are formed for foftnefs and fweet attra&ive

grace, I cannot comprehend his meaning,
unlefs, in the true Mahometan ftrain, he meant
to deprive us of fouls, and infinuate that we
were beings only defigned by fiweet attrac-
tive grace, and docile blind obedience, to gra-
tify the fenfes of man when he can no longer

foar on the wing of contemplation.
How grofsly do they infult us who thus ad-
vife usonly to render ourfelves gentle, domeftic
brutes!
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34
brutes ! For inftance, the winning foftnefs fo
warmly, and frequently, recommended, that
governs by obeying. What childifh expreffions,
and how infignificant is the being—can it bean
immortal one ? who will condefcend to go-
vern by fuch finifter methods! ¢ Certainly,
fays Lord Bacon, ¢ man is of kin to the
¢ beafts by his body ; and if he be not of kin
¢ to God by his fpirit, he is a bafe and igno-
¢ ble creature I” Men, indeed, appear to me
to a& in a very unphilofophical manner when
they try to fecure the good conduct of wo-
men by attempting to keep them always in a
ftate of childhood. Roufleau was more con-
fiftent whea he withed to ftop the progrefs
of reafon in both fexes, for if men eat of the
tree of knowledge, women will come in for
a tafte; but, from the imperfe& cultivation
which their underftandings now receive, they
only attain a knowledge of evil.

Children, I grant, fhould be innocent;
but when the epithet is applied to men, or

women, it is but a civil term for weaknefs.
For if it be allowed that women were def-
tined by Providence to acquire human virtues,
and by the exercife of their underftandings,
that ftability of adter which is the firmeft
ground

char
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ground to reft our future hopes upon, they
muft be permitted to turn to the fountain of
light, and not forced to thape their courfe by
the twinkling of a mere fatellite.  Mil-
ton, T grant, was of a very different opinion 3
for he only bends to the indefe fible right of
beauty, though it would be difficult to ren-
der two paflages which T now mean to
contraft, confiftent. But into- fimilar incon-
fiftencies are great men often led by their
fenfes.

¢ To whom thus Eve with peric beauty adorn'd,

¢ My Author and Difpofer, what thou bidte

© Unargued 1 obey fo God ordains ;

¢ God is thy luw, thou mine : to know no more

¢ Is Woman’s happieft knowledge and her pra

Thefe are exa@ly the arguments that T have
ufed to children; but T have added, your
reafon is now gaining ftrength; and, till it ar-
rives at fome degree of maturity, you muft
look up to me for advice—then you ocught
to think, and only rely on God.

Yet in the following lines Milton feems
to coincide with me; when he makes Adam
thus expoftulate with his Maker.

¢ Haft thou not made me here thy fubflitute,

© And thefe inferior far bencath me fet ?
2 ¢ Among
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¢ Among unequals what fociety
< Can fort, what harmony or true delight ?

< Which muft be mutual, in proportion duc

¢ Giv’n and receiv’d; but in difparity

¢ The one intenfe, the other fl remifs

< Cannot well fuit with cither, but foon prove

¢ Tedious alike: of fellowypip I fpeak

< Such as T feek, fit to participate

¢ All rational delight—

In treating, therefore, of the manners of
women, let us, difregarding fenfual argu-
ments, trace what we fhould endeavour to
make them in order toco-operate, if the cxprc{'—
fion be not too bold, with the fupreme Being.

By individual education, I mean, for the
fenfe of the word is not precifely defined, ‘
fuch an attention to a child as will flowly |
tharpen the fenfes, form the temper, regu- ‘
late .the paffions, as ‘they begin to ferment,
and fet the underftanding to work before the ‘
body arrives at maturity 3 {o that the man . l

V
f

may only have to proceed, not to begin, the
important tafk of learning to think and reafon,

To prevent any mifconftrudtion, I muft
add, that 1do not believe that a private edu-
cation can work the wonders which fome
have attributed to it. Men

fanguine writers
and women muft be cducated, in a great
degree, by the opinions and manners of the

fociety
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fociety they live in. 1In every age there has
been a fiream of popular opinion that has
carried all before it, and given a family cha-
raéter, as it were, to the century. It may
then fairly be inferred, that, till {ociety be
differently conftituted, much cannot be ex-
pected from education. It is, however, fuf-
ficient for my prefent purpofe to affert, that,
whatever effeét circumflances have on the
abilities, every being may become virtuous
by the exercife of its own reafon; for if but
one being was created with vicious inclina-
tions, that is pofitively bad, what can fave
us from atheifm ? or if we worfhip a God, is
not that God a devil ?

Confequently, the moft perfect education,
in my opinion, is fuch an exercife of
the underftanding as is beft calculated to
ftrengthen the body aud form the heart. Or,
in other words, to enable the individual to
attain fuch habits of virtue as will render it
independent. In fad, it is a farce to call any
being virtuous whofe virtues do not refult
from the exercife of its own reafon. This
was Roufleau’s opinion refpecting men : 1 ex-
tend it to women, and confidently aflert that
they have been drawn out of their fpherc
falfe refinement, and not by an endeavour t3

D3 acquire
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acquire mafeuline qualities.  Still the regal
homage which they receive is fo intoxicat
ing, that till the manners of the times are
changed, and formed on more reafonable prin~
ciples, it may
that the JHLA
tain, by degrading themfelves, is a curfe,
and that t]uy miufk vebuy to hature and cqua-
lity, if they with to fecure the placid fatif-
fattion that unfophifticated affetions im-
part, ‘But for this epoch we muft wait
—wait, perhaps, till kings and nobles, en-
lightened by reafon, and, preferring the real
dignity of man to childith ftate, throw off

be impoffible to convince them

imate power which they ob-

their gaudy hereditary trappings : and if then

women do not refign the arbitrary power of
beauty—they will prove that they have A/
mind than man.

I may be 2

ed of arrogance; ftill I mufk
declare, what I firmly belicve, that all the writ=
ers who have written on the fubject of fe-
male education and manners, from Roufleau
to Dr. Gregory, have contributed to render
‘women more artifi

ial, weak charaers, than
they would orhcmnc have been; and, con-
fequently, more ufel

{s members of fociety,
T might have L\prcﬁtd this conviction in a
fower key; but I am afiaid it would have
4 _been




RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 39

been the whine of affe@ation, and not the
faithful expreffion of my feelings, of the clear
refult, which experience and reflection have
led me to draw. When I come to that divi-
fion of the fubje, I fhall advert to the paf~
fages that I more particularly difapprove of,
in the works of the authors I have juft alluded
tos but it is firft neceffary to obferve, that
my objetion extends to the whole purport of
thofe books, which tend, in my opinion, to
degrade one half of the human {pecies, and
render women pleafing at the expence of
every folid virtue,

Though, to reafon on Roufleau’s ground, if
man did attain a degree of perfeion of mind
when his body arrived at maturity, it might be
proper, in order to make a man and his wife
one, that fhe thould rely entirely on his under-
ftanding ; and the graceful ivy, clafping the
oak that fupported it, would form a whole
in which ftrength and beauty would be equally
confpicuous. But, alas ! hufbands, as well
as their helpmates, are often only overgrown
children ; nay, thanks to early debauchery,
{carcely men in their outward form—and if
the blind Jead the blind, one need not come
from heaven to tell us the confequcuce.

Dy Many
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Many are the caufes that, in the prefent
corrupt flate of focicty, contribute to enflave
women by cramping their underftandings and
fharpening their fenfes. Oue, perhaps, that
filently does more mifchief than all the reft,
is their difregard of order.

To do every thing in an orderly manner,
is a moft important precept, which women,
who, generally fpeaking, receive only a dif-
orderly kind of education, feldom attend to
with that degree of exa@tnefs that men, who
from their infancy are broken into method,
obferve. This negligent kind of guefs-work,
for what other epithet can be ufed to point
out the random exertions of a fort of inftine-
tive common fenfe, never brought to the teft

of reafon ? prevents their generalizing matters
of fat—fo they do to-day, what they did
yefterday, merely becaufe they did it yef-
terday.

This contempt of the underftanding in
carly life has more baneful confequences than
is commonly fuppofed;; for the little knowledge
which women of ftrong minds attain, is, from
various circumftances, of a more defultory
kind than the knowledge of men, and it is
acquired more by fheer obfervations on real
life,




RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 41
g

life, than from comparing what has been ine
dividually obferved with the refults of ex-
perience generalized by fpeculation. I.ed
by their dependent fituation and domeftic
employments more into fociety, what they
learn is rather by fhatches; and as learning is
with them, in general, only a fecondary thing,
they do not purfue any one branch with that
perfevering ardour neceflary to give vigour to
the faculties, and clearnefs to thejudgment. In
the prefent ftate of fociety, a little learning is
required to fupport the characer of a gentle-
man; and boys are obliged to fubmit to a
few years of difcipline. But in the educa-
tion of women, the cultivation of the under-
ftanding is always fubordinate to the acquire-
ment of fome corporeal accomplithment ; even
while enervated by confinement and falfe no-
tions of modefty, the body is prevented from
attaining that grace and beauty which relaxed
half-formed limbs never exhibit.  Befides, in
youth their facultics are not brought forward
by emulation ; and having no ferious feien-
tific ftudy, if they have natural fag
and manners, They
ut

city it is

turned too {oon on life
dwell on effects, and modificati,
tracing them back to caufes

ns, wit

and coupli-
cated
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cated rules to adjuft behaviour, are a weak
fubftitute for fimple principles.
As a proof that education gives this appear~

ance of weaknefs to females, we may inftance
the example of military men, who are, like

re their minds

1t into the world be

them,
have been ftored with knowledge or fortified
by principles. The confequences are fimilars
{foldiers acquire a little {uperficial know ledge,
{natched from the muddy current of conver-

fation, and, from con y mixing with

{ociety, they gain, what is termed a know-

ledge of the world; and this acquaintance
with manners

and cuftoms has frequently
been confounded with a knowledge of the
human heart. But can the crude fruit of
cafual obfervation, never brought to the teft
of judgment, formed by comparing {pecula-
tion and experience, deferve fuch a diftine~
tion? Soldiers, as well as women, pracife

s politenefs.

the minor virtues with punétilio
Where is then the fexual d
the education has been the C\me' All the
ﬁom the

ence, when

the former to fee more of Lif
It is wandering from my prcfcnt {ubject,

perhap
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perhaps, to make a political remark ; but, as
it was produced haturally by the train of my
zefletions, I fhall not pafs it filently over.

Standing armies can never confift of refo.
lute, robuft men; they may be well difc-
plined machines, but they will feldom con-
tain men under the influence of ftrong paf-
fions, or with very vigorous faculties. And
as for any depth of underftanding, I will ven-
ture to affirm, that it is as rarely to be found
in the army as amongft women ; and the caufe,
I maintain, is the fame. It may be further
obferved, that officers are alfo particularly
attentive to their perfons, fond of dancing,
crowded rooms, adventures, and ridicule ¥,
Like the fzir fex, the bufinefs of their lives is
gallantry.—They were taught to pleafe, and
they ouly live to pleafe. Yet they do not
lofe their rank in the diftin, on of fexes, for
they are flill reckoned fuperior to women,
ts, be-
yond what I have juft mentioned, it is difficult
to difcover,

The great misfortune is this, that they

though in what their fuperiority co

* Why fhould women be cenfured with petulant acri-
mony, becaufe they feem to have a paffion for a fearlet coat ?
Has not education placed them more on a fevel with fol.
diers than any other clafs of men §

both
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both acquire manners before morals, and 2
knowledge of life before they ha
fleion, any acquaintance with the g

from re-

nd ideal

outline of human nature. The confequence
is natural ; fatisfied with common nature, they
become a prey to prejudices, and taki all
their opinions on credit, they blindly fubmit to
authority.  So that, if they have any fenfe, it
is a kind of inftinéive glance, that catches pro=
portions, and dec ides with refpect to manners ;

but fails when arguments are to be purfued

below the furface, or opinions analyzed.

May not the fame remark be applied to
n? Nay, the ar
ried fill further, for they are both thrown
out of a ufeful ftation by the unnatu-
ral diftin€ions eftablithed in civilized life.
R

cyphers of women to give confequence to

wor iment may  be

\es and hereditary honours have made

the numerical figure ; and idlenefs has pro=
duced a mixture of gallantry and defpotift
sads the very men who

juto fociety, which 1
are the {laves of their miftrefles to tyrannize

over their fifters, wives, and daughters. This

is only keeping them in rank and file, it is

true. Strengthen the female mind by enlarg:
ing it, and there will be an end to blind

obedience; but, as blind obedience is €
fought
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fought for by power, tyrants and fenfualifts
are in the right when they endeavour to keep
women in the dark, becaufe the former only
want flaves, and the latter a play- thing.
The fenfualift, indeed, has been the moft
dangerous of tyrants, and women have been
duped by their lovers, as princes by their mi-
nifters, whilft drea
them.

I now principally allude to Rouffeau,
for his chara&er of Sophia is, undoubtedly,
@ captivating one, though it appears to me
grofily unnatural; however, it is not the
fuperftructure, but the foundation of her
chara&er, the principles on which her ‘edu=~
cation was built, that T mean to attack ; nay,
warmly as T udm e the genius of

writer, w. Imk 0]

ning that they reigned over

s 1 (Im:‘. ofte

ot A\lnnmt.ml, ar

i '.hc rigid ﬂwwn nl
virtue effac

the fmile of complacency,
which his eloquent p are wont to raife,
when T read his voluptuous reveries. Is

this the man, who, in his ardour for vir-
tue, would banifh all the foft arts of peace,
and almoft carry us back to Sp ifci-
pline? Is this the man who delights to paint
the ufeful ftruggles of paffion, the Lnumplu

of
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airs of his

fight of h

tendernefs
to what w!

admired, till,

' of good difpofitions, and the heroic flights:
which carry the glowing foul out of itfelf ?
—How are thefe mighty fentiments lowered
when he defcribes the pretty foot and enticing

fent, T wave the fubje@, and, inftead of fe-
verely repr
overweening fenfibility, I {hall only obferves
that whoever has caft a benevolent cye on

fociety, muft oft

by fentiment, nor firengthened by a union in
intelletual purfuits, The domeftic trifles
of the day have afforded matter for cheerful
converfe, and innocent: carcfles have {foftened
toils which did not require great exercife of
mind or ftretch of thought : yet, has not the
fight of this moder

or animals fporting *, whilft the contempla-

caught myfelf contemplating the grandeft of all human

VINDICATION OF THE

little favoarite ! But, for the pre=
2 P

chending the tranfient cffufions of

n have been gratified by the
hified

umble mutual love, not d

¢ felicity excited more
than refpet? An emotion fimilar

¢ feel when children are playing,

tion:

# Similar feclings has Milton’s pleafing picture of para-
difiical happinefs ever raifed in my mind ; yet, inftead of
envying the lovely pair, T have, with confcious dignity, ot
Satanic pride, turned to hell for fublimer objects. In the
fame ftyle, when viewing fome noble monument of humart
art, T have traced the cmanation of the Deity in the order T

defeending from that giddy height, T have

fights 3
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tion of the noble ftruggles of fuffering merit
has raifed admiration, and carried our thounhts
to that world where fenfation will give place

to reafon.

Women are, therefore, to be confidered
cither as moral beings, or fo weak that they
muft be entirely fubjected to the fuperior
faculties of men.

Let us examine this queftion, Roufleau
declares that a woman fhould never, for a
moment, feel herfelf independent, that the
fhould be governed by fear to exercife her
natural cunning, and made a coquetith flave
in order to render her a more alluring” object
of defire, a fweezer companion to man, when-
ever he choofes to relax himfelf. He carries
the arguments, which he pretends to drav
from the indications of nature, ftill Iurtllcr,
and infinuates that truth and fortitude, the
corner ftones of all human virtue, fhould be

cultivated with certain reftrictions, becauf
with refpect to the
dience is the grand leflon w
imprefled with unrelenting rigour,

‘What nonfenfe! when will a great man
arife with fufficient ftrength of mind to puff

male chz

fights ;—for fancy quickly placed, in fome folitary recefs, an
outcaft of fortune, rifing fuperior to paffion and difcontent.
away
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away the fumes which pride and fenfuality'
have thus fpread over the fubje@ ! If women
are by nature inferior to men, their virtues
muft be the fame in quality; if not in de«
gree, or virtue ‘is a relative idea; confe=
quently, their condu@ fhould be founded on
the fame principles, and have the fame aim.
Connected with man as daughters, wives,
and mothers, their moral character may be
eftimated by their manner of fulfilling thofe
fimple duties; but the end, the grand end of
their exertions fhould be to unfold their own
faculties and acquire the dignity of confcious
virtue. They may try to render their road
pleafant; but ought never to forget, in com-
mon with man, that life yiclds not the feli-
city which can fatisfy an immortal foul. I
do not mean to infinuate, that cither fex
fhould be fo loft in abftract reflections or dif=
tant views, as to forget the affections and
duties that lie before them, and are, in truth,
the means appointed to produce the fruit of
life; on the contrary, I would warmly re-
commend them, even while I aflert, that they

afford moft faf

sfation when they are confi-
dered in their true fubordinate light.
Probably the prevailing opinion, that wo-
man was created for man, may have taken
its
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its rife from Mofes’s poetical ftory; yet, as
very fetv, it is prefumed, who have beftowed
any ferious thought on the fubje&, ever fup-
pofed that Eve was, literally fpeaking, orie
of Adam’s ribs, the deduétion muft be al-
lowed to fall to the ground; or, only be fo
far admitted as it proves that man, from the
remoteft antiquity, found it convenient to
exert his ftrength to fubjugate his compa-
nion, and his invention to fhew that fhe
ought to have her neck bent under the yoke ;
becaufe the, as well as the brute creation, was
created to do his pleafure.

Let it not be concluded that I with to in-
vert the order of things; I have already
granted, that, from the conftitution of their
bodies, men feem to be defigned by Providence
to attain a greater degree of virtue. I fpeak
colletively of the whole fex; but I fee not
the fhadow of a reafon to conclude that their
virtues thould differ in refpec to their nature.,
In fa&, how can they, if virtue has only one
eternal ftandard ? I muft therefore, if I reafon
confequentially, as firenuoufly maintain that
they havethe fame fimple direction, as that
there is a-God.

E It
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It follows’ theri that cuniing:{hould: not
be. oppofed - to. wifdom,: little cares ito great

exertions, nor infipid foftnefs,  varnifhed over

with the name jof, gentlenefs, :to ‘that iforti-
tude which, grand viets alone can infpire.

L fhall be told that woman would then lofe
many of her peculiar graces, jand|thei opinion
of a well known poet mightibe: quotéd to:re-
fute my unqualified affertioi,. Kor Pope: has

{aid, in the nameof: the whole: male fex,

¢ Yet ne'er fo fure our paffion to create,
¢ As when the touch’d the bk Gf all fve hate.”

In i what light  this fal ly planh men :md
women, I fhall leave to the judicious! to:des
termine 3 meanwhile I':{hall : content myfelf
with obferving, that I cannot difcover why,
unlefs' they are mortal, fomales: fhould:als
ways be degraded' by being.made iubiervnent
to love or luft.

To {peak difrefpectfully of loveiisy 1 know,
high treafon againft fentiment and finé feels
ings ;. but Lwith to fpeak the fimple langnage
of truth, and rather;to addrefs the head than
the heart,  To endeavour to reafon love out
of the world, would be to out. Quixote Cer-
vantes,
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vantes, and equally offend againft: cohmon
fenfe ; but an endeavour to reftrain this tumul-
tuous paffion, and to prove that it thould not
be allowed to dethrone fuperior:powers, or to
ufurp the {ceptre ‘which the:underftanding
fhould ever coolly wield, appears lefs wild.
Youth is the féafon for: love in both {exess
but in:thofe days of thoughtlefs enjoyment
provifion fhould be made for the more. im-
portant years; of life, when refle@tion- takes
place of fenfation. . But Rouflcau, and moft
of the male writers who have followed his
{teps, have warmly inculcated that the whole
tendency of female education ought to. be
diretted  to::one pot :—to. render them
pleafing. i
Let. me reafon with the fupporters of i this,
opinion. who have. any knowledge. of humgan
nature, do' they imagine that, marriage can
cradicate the habitude of life? The woman
who has only been taught to pleafe will foon
find that her charms are oblique funbeams,,
and that, they cannot have much effeé@ on
her hufband’s heart when t!
day, when the fummer is pafled and gone,
Will.the then have {ufficient native energy to.
look -into herfelf for comfort; and cultivate
19 her

are feen every
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her dormant faculties ? or, is it not more
rational to expect that fhe will try to pleafe
other men ; and, in the emotions raifed by
the expeation of new conquefts, endeavour
to forget the mortification her love or pride
has reccived? When the hufband ceafes to
be a lover—and the time will inevitably come,
her defire of pleafing will then grow languid,
or become a fpring of bitternefs; and love,
perhaps, the moft evanefcent of all pafiions,
gives place to jealoufy or vanity.

Inow fpeak of women who are reftrained by
principle or prejudice ; fuch women, though
they would fhrink from an intrigue with real
abhorrence, yet, neverthelefs, with to be con-
vinced by the homage of gallantry that they are
cruelly neglected by their hufbands ; or, days
and weeks are fpent in dreaming of the happi«
nefs enjoyed by congenial fouls, ill the health
is undermined and the fpirits broken by dif~
content. How then can the great art” of
pleafing be fuch a neceflary ftudy ? it is only
ufeful to a miftrefs; the chafte wife, and
ferious mother, fhould only confider her power
to pleafe as the polith of her virtues, and the
affection of her hufband as one of the com-

 forts that render her tafk lefs difficult and

7 her
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her life happier.—But, whether fhe be loved |

or neglected, her firft with fhould be to make 1

herfelf refpectable, and not to rely for all her

happinefs on a being {ubject to like infirmi- ;

ties with herfelf.

The amiable Dr. Gregory fell into a fimi-
lar error. I refpe his heart; but entirely
difapprove of his celebrated Legacy to his
Daughters.

He advifes them to cultivate a fondnefs for
drefs, becaufe a fondnefs for drefs, he afferts,
is natural to them. T am unable to compre-
hend what either he or Roufleau mean, when
they frequently ufe this indefinite term. If
they told us that in a pre-exiftent ftate the

‘nation with it into a new body, I fhould

liften to them with a half {mile, as I often do
when I hear a rant about innate elegance.—
But if he only meant to fay that the exercife
of the faculties will produce this fondnefs—
I deny it.—It is not natural ; but arifes, like
falfe ambition in men, from a love of power.
Dr. Gregory goes much further; he ac-
tually recommends diffimulation, and advifes
an innocent girl to give the lie to her feelings,
and not dance with fpirit, when gaiety of
E 3 heart




54 VINDICATION OF THE

heart would make her feet eloquent without
making her geftures immodeft. In the name
| of truth and common fenfe, why fhould not
one woman acknowledge that fhe can take
| more exercife than another? or, in other
’\\'ords, that fhe has a found conflitution; and
why, to damp innocent vivacity, is the darkly
to be told that men will draw conclufions
which fhe little thinks of?—Let the libertine
draw what inference he pleafes ; but, I hope,
that no fenfible mother will reftrain the natural
franknefs of youth by inftilling fuch indecent
cautions.  Out of the abundance of the heart
S the mouth fpeaketh; and a wifer than Solo-
mon hath faid, that the heart fhould be made
clean, and not trivial ceremonies obferved,
which it is not very difficult to' fulfil‘ with
ferupulous exa@nefs when vice reigns in the
heart.

Women ought to endeavour to purify their
heart; but can they do fo when their uncul-
tivated underftandings make them entirely
dependent on'their fenfes for employment and
amufement, when o noble purfuit fets them
above the little vanities of the day, or enables
them to curb the wild emotions that agitate
a reed over which ‘every paffing breeze has
power?
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power? To gain the affections of a virtuous
man is affeCtation neceffary ¢ Nature has
given woman a weaker frame than man ; but,
to enfure her hufband’s affections, muft a wife,
who by the exercife of her mind and body
whilft the was difcharging the duties of a
daughter, wife, and mother, has allowed her
conftitution to retain. its natural frength, and
her nerves a healthy tone, is the, 1 fay, to con-
defcend to ufe art and feign a {ickly delicacy in
order to fecurc her hufband’s affection ? Weak-
nefs may excite tendernefs, and gratify the ar-
rogant pride of man; but the lordly carefle
of a protector will not gratify a noble mind
that pants for, and deferves to be refpected.
Fondnefs is a poor fubftitute for friendfhip !
In a feraglio, I grant, that all thefe arts
are neceffary ; the epicure muft have his pa-
late tickled, or he will fink into apathy; but
have women fo little ambition as to be fatif-
fied with fuch a condition ? Can they fupinely
dream life away in the lap of pleafure, or the
languor of wearinefs, rather than aflert their

s

claim to purfue reafonable pleafures and render
themfelves confpicuous by practifing the vir-
tues which dignify mankind? Surely fhe has
not an immortal foul who can loiter life away

E 4 merely
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merely employed to adorn her perfon, that
the may amufe the languid hours, and foften
the cares of a fellow-creature who is willing
to be enlivened by her fimiles and tricks,
when the ferious bufinefs of life is over.
Befides, the woman who ftrengthens her
body and exercifes her mind will, by manag-
ing her family and pratifing various virtues,
become the friend, and not the humble de-
pendent of her hufband, and if fhe deferves
his regard by poflefling fuch fubftantial qua-
lities, the will not find it neceffary to conceal
her affe@ion, nor to pretend to an unnatural
coldnefs of conftitution to excite her hufband’s
paflions, In fad, if we revert to hiftory, we
fhall find that the women wha have diftin-
guithed themfelves have neither been the moft
beautiful nor the moft gentle of their fex,
Nature, or, to {peak with ftrict propricty,
God, has made all things right; but man has
fought him out many inventions to mar the
work, T now allude to that part of Dr. Gre-
gory’s treatife, where he advifes a wife never
to let her hufband know the extent of her
fenfibility or affe@ion. Voluptuous precau-
tion, and as meffectual as abfurd,—Love,
from its very natyre, muft be tranfitory. To
feek
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feek for a fecret that would render it con~
ftant, would be as wild a fearch as for the
philofopher’s ftone, or the grand panacea:
and the difcovery would be equally ufelefs,
or rather pernicious, to mankind. The moft
holy band of fociety is friendfhip. Tt has been
well faid, by a fhrewd fatirift, ¢¢ that rare as
true love is, true friendfhip is ftill rarer.”

This is an obvious truth, and the caufe
not lying deep, will not elude a flight glance
of inquiry.

Love, the common paffion, in which /

chance and fenfation take place of choice and
teafon, is, in fome degree, felt by the mafs
of mankind; for it is not neceffary to fpeak,
at prefent, of the emotions that rife above or
fink below love. This paflion, naturally in-
creafed by fufpenfe and difficultics, draws
the mind out of its accuftomed ftate, and ex-
alts the affe@ions ;3 but the fecurity of mar-
riage, allowing the fever of love to {fubfide, 2
healthy temperature is thought infipid, only
by thofe who have not fufficient intellect
to fubftitute the calm tendernefs of friend-
fhip, the confidence of refpet, inftead of
blind admiration, and the fenfual emotions
of fondnefs,

This
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This is, muft be, the courfe of nature :
— friendfhip or indifference inevit. bly fuc-
ceeds love.—And this conflitution feerms per-
fedily to harmonize with the fyflem of go-
vernment. which prevails in the moral world.
Paffions are fpurs to action, and open the
mind ; but they ‘fink into mere appetites, be-
come a perfonal and momentary gratification,
when the object is gained, and the fatisfied
mind refts in enjoyment. The man who
had fome virtue whilft he was fruggling for
a crown, often becomes a voluptuous tyrant
when it graces his brow ; and, when the
lover is not loft in the hufband, the dotard,
a prey to childith caprices, and fond jealou-

fies, negleds the ferious duties of life, and

the carefles which thould excite confidence in
bis children are Javifhed on the overgrown
child, his wife,

Iu order to fulfi] the duties of life, and to
be able to purfue with vigour the various em-
ployments which form the moral character, a
mafter and miftrefs of family ought not to
coutinue to love each other with paffion, I
mean to fay, that they ought not to indulge
thofe emotions which difturb the order of
fociety, and engrofs the thoughts that thould
be
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be otherwife employed.  The mind that has
never been engrofled by one obje& wants
vigour—if it can long be fo, it is weak.

A miftaken education, a narrow, unculti-
vated mind, and many fexual prejudices, tend
to make women more conftant than men;
but, for the prefent, I thall not touch-on this
branch of the fubject. T will go ftill further,
and advance, without dreaming of a paradox,
that an unhappy marriage is often very advan-
tageous to a family, and that the neglected
wxfe is, in igeneral, the beft mother. And
this would almoft always be the confequence
if the female mind was more enlarged: for,
it feems to be the common difpenfation of
Providence, that what we gain in prefent en-
joyment fhould be deducted from the treafure
of  life, experience ; and that when we are
gathering the flowers of the day and revelling
in pleafure, the folid fruit of toil and wifdom
fhould not be caught at the fame time. The
away lies before us, we muft turn to the right
or left; and he who will;pafs life away in
bounding from one pleafure to another, muft
not complain if he neither acquires wifdom
nor refpectability of character,

Suppofing,
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Suppofing, for a moment, that the foul is
not immortal, and that man was only created
for the prefent fcene,—I think we fhould
bave reafon to complain that love, infantine
fondnefs, ever grew infipid and palled upon
the fenfe. Let us eat, drink, and love, for
to-morrow we die, would be, in fa&, the
language of reafon, the morality of life ; and
who but a fool would part with a reality for a
fleeting fhadow ? But, if awed by obferving
the improvable powers of the mind, we dif
dain to confine our withes or thoughts to fuch
a comparatively mean field of action; that
only appears grand and important, as*it is
connected with a boundlefs profpect and fub-
lime hopes, what neceflity is there for falfe-
hood in condu&, and why muft the facred
majefty of truth be violated to detain a de-
ceitful good that faps the very foundation of
virtue > Why muft the female mind be tainted
by coquetifh arts to gratify the fenfualift, and
prevent love from {ubfiding into friendthip,
or compaflionate tendernefs, when there are
not qualities on which friendfhip can be built?
Let the honeft heart fhew itfelf, and reafon
teach paffion to {ubmit to neceflity 5 or, let

the
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the dignified purfuit of virtue and knowledge
raife the mind above thofe emotions which
rather imbitter than fweeten the cup of life,
when they are notreftrained within due
bounds.

1 do not mean to allude to the romantic
paffion, which is thé concomitant of genius.
«~Who can' clip its’ wing ? But that grand
paffion not proportioned to the puny enjoy=-
ments of life, is only tfue to the fentiment,
and feeds on itfelf. The pafiions which have
been celebrated for their durability have als

- ways been unfortunate. - They have acquired
ftrength by ‘abferice and conftitutional ‘me-
lancholy.—The  fancy has hovered round
a form of beauty dimly feen—but familiarity
might have turned -admiration into difguft;
or, at leaft, into indifference, and allowed
the imagination leifure to flart freth game.
‘With perfect propriety, according to this
view of things, does Roufleau make the mifs
trefs of his foul, Eloifa, love St. Preux,
when life was fading before ‘hers but this is
no proof of the immortality of the paffion.

Of the fame complexion is Dr. Gregory’s
advice refpeting delicacy of fentiment, which
he advifes a woman not to acquire, if the has
determined to marry. This determination,

however,




62 VIKDICATION OF THE

however, pérfeGtly confiftent withshis former
advice, he calls /ndelicate; and carneftly pers
duades his daughters to condeal /ity though: it
may govern their.condu: asiif it were in=
delicate to have the common appetités-of hud

man nature.? o3 I
Noble miorality ! and ‘confiftent with the
cautious prudénce of a little foul that cannot
extend its views beyohd the prefent minute di=
vifion of exiftence. If all the faculties of wos
man’s mind are only to be ciltivated as they
refpec her dependence on'man; if, ‘when fhe
obtains a hufband flie has avrived at her goal,
and meanly proud s fatisfied with fucha paltry:
crown, let her grovel contentedly, {carcely
raifed ‘by her employments above the animal
kingdom ; but; if fhe is ftruggling for! the
prize of her high calling, let heér -cultivate
her underftanding without {topping to icons
fider what charater the hufband may rhave
whom fheiis' deftined ‘to' mar ry.  Let they
only determine, without being too anxious
about prefent: happinefs; to acquire theiqua~
lities that ennoble a rational being, andoa
rough inelegant hufband may fhock her tafte
without deftroying her peace of mind. * Slie
will not model her foul to fuit the frailties of
her
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‘her companion; ‘but to bear with them : “his
charaéter' may be a trial, but not'an impedi=
merit'to virtue.
92If “Dr. “Gregory 'confined ' his’ remark to
romantic: expectations of ‘conftant’ love! and
congenial feelings, he fhould have recolleéted
that experience will binifhiwhat advice can ne-
ver miake us:ceafe: to:wifh for, ‘when the ima-
gination is' kept aliveat the expence of reafon.
L own it “frequently:happens  that ' 'wo-
men who have foftered a romantic unnatural
delieacy ‘of fecling, walte their * lives in /-
gining how happy they thould have been with
a‘hufband who! could love 'them with a fervid
increaling affection' every  day, and all day.
Butithiey' mightas well pine murried as fingle
==and>would not be a jot more unhappy with
a'bad drifband': than loiging “for'a 000d one.
That a proper education;or;i to fpeak with
more precifion, a well ftored mind) ‘would
eildblé & woman to fupport a fingle life with
dignity; 1 grant; butithat fhe' thould: avold
cultivating her tafte; left her hufband fhoald
otcafionally - fHock :it,  is quitting al fubfance
for -a fhadow. .- Tol fay thes truth; T 'do not
know: of what wfe s an improved fafte, if
* For example, the herd of hovelitts,
the
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pendent of the cafualties of life; if new
fources of enjoyment, only dependent on the
{olitary operations of the mind, are not opened.
People of tafte, married or fingle, without
diftinttion, will ever be difgufted by various
things that touch not lefs obferving minds.
On this conclufion the argument muft not
be allowed to hinge; but in the whole fum
of enjoyment is tafte to be denominated a
bleffing ?

The queftion is, whether it procures moft
pain or pleafure ? The anfwer will decide
the propriety of Dr. Gregory’s advice, and
thew how abfurd and tyrannic it is thus to lay
down a fyftem of flavery ; or to attempt to
educate moral beings by any other rules than
thofe deduced from pure reafon, which apply

;’ the individual is not rendered more- inde~

to the whole fpecies.

Gentlenefs of manners, forbearance and
long-fuffering, ‘are fuch amiable Godlike
qualities, that in fublime poetic ftrains the
Deity has been invefted with them; and,
pethaps, no reprefentation of his goodnefs fo
ftrongly faftens on the human affections as
thofe that reprefent him abundant in mercy
and willing to pardon. Gentlenefs, confi-
fidered
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dered in this point of view; bears on its front
all the chara&eriftics of grandeur, combined
with the winning graces of condefcenfion ; but
what a different afpe it affumes when it is
the fubmiflive demeanour of dependence, the
{upport of weaknefs that loves, becaufe it
Wwants protection and is forbearing, becaufe it
muft filently endure injuries ; fmiling under
the lath at which it dare not fuarl. Abject asthis
pi&ture appears, it is the portrait of an accom -~
plithed , woman, according to the received
opinion of female excellence, feparated by
fpecious reafoners from human excellence.
Or, they * kindly reftore the rib, and make
one moral being of a man and woman ; not for-
getting to give herall the ¢ fubmiffive charms.”

How women are to exift in that flate where
there is to be neither marrying nor giving in
marriage, we are not told. For though mo-
ralifts have agreed that the tenor of life feems
to prove that man is prepared by various cir-
cumftances for a future flate, they conflantly

concur in advifing woman only to provide for

the prefent.  Gentlenefs, docility, and a {pa-

niel-like affetion are, on this ground, con-

fiftently recommended as the cardinal virtues
* Vide Rouffeau, and Swedenborg,

Ig of
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of the fex; and, difregarding the arbitrary
economy of nature, one writer has declared
that it is mafculine for 2 woman fo be melan=
choly. She was created to be the toy of
man, his rattle, and it muft fingle in his ears
whenever, difimiffing reafon, he choofes to
be amufed.

To recommend gentlenefs, indeed, on a
broad bafis is ftri@ly philofophical. A frail
being thould labour to be gentle. But when
fotbearance confounds right and wrong, it
ceafes to be a virtue; and, however conve-
nient it may be found in a companion—that
companion will ever be confidered as an infe-

rior, and only infpire a vapid tendernefs, which
eafily degenerates into contempt. Still, if
advice could really make a being gentle,
whofe natwral difpofition admitted not of
fach a fine polith, fomething towards the
advancement of order would be attained; but
if, as might quickly be demontftrated, only af-
fectation be produced by this indifcriminate
counfel, which throwsa ftumbling-block inthe
way of gradual improvement, and true melio-
ration of temper, the fex is not much benefit«
ed by facrificing folid virtues to the attainment
of fuperficial graces, though for a few years

3 they

ol
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they may procure the individuals regal
{way.

As a philofopher, I read with indignation
the plaufible epithets which men ufe to foften
their infults; and, as a moralift, I afk what
is meant by fuch heterogeneous affociations,
as fair defe@s, amiable weaknefles, &c. ?
If there is but one criterion of morals, but one
archetype for man, women appear to be fuf=
pended by deftiny, according to the vulgar tale
of Mahomet’s coffin ; they have neither the
unerring inftiné of brutes, nor are allowed
to fix the eye of reafon on a perfe& model.
They were made to be loved, and muft not
aim at refpe, left they thould be hunted out
of fociety as mafculine.

But to view the fubjed in another point of
view. Do pafiive indolent women make the
beft wives ? Confining our difcuffion to the
prefent moment of exiftence, let us fee how
fuch weak creatures perform their part ? Do
the women who, by the attainment of a few
fuperficial accomplithments, have ftrengthened
the prevailing prejudice, merely contribute to
the happinefs of their hufbands ? Do they dif-
play their charms merely to amufe them ?
And have women, who have early imbibed

F 2 notions
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notions of paffive obedience, fufficient cha-
racter to manage a family or educate children ?
So far from it, that, after furveying the hif-
annot help, agreeing with

tory of woman, I
eft tatirift, confidering the fex as
the weakeft as well as the moft opprefled
half of the fpecies. What does hiftory dif-
clofe but marks of inferiority, and how few
women have emancipated themfelves from

the fev

the galling yoke of fovereign man ?~—So few,
that the exceptions remind me of an ingeni-
ous conjeGture refpedting Newton : that he
was probably a being of a fuperior order, ac-
cidentally caged in a human body. In the
fame ftyle I have been led to imagine that the
few extraordinary women who have rufhed
in eccentrical diretions out of the orbit pre-
{eribed to their fex, were male {pirited, con-
fined by miftake in a female frame. But if
it be not philofophical to think of fex when
the foul is mentioned, the inferiority muft
organs; or the heavenly fire,

cnd on t

which is to f

ment the clay, is not given in
equal portions,

But avoiding, as I have hitherto done,
s col-

any dire& comparifon of the two fe
lectively, or frankly acknowledging the in-
4 feriority

i
|
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feriority of woman, according to the prefent
appearance of things, 1 fhall only infift that
men have increafed that inferiority till wo-
men are almoft funk below the ftandard of
rational creatures. Let their faculties have
room to unfold, and their virtues to gain
ftrength, and then determine where the
whole fex muft ftand in the intelleGtual fcale,
Yet let it be remembered, that for a {mall
number of diftinguithed women I do not afk
a place,

It is difficslt for us purblind mortals to fay

and im-

to what height human difcoveri
provements may arrive when the gloom of def-
potifin fubfides, which makes us ftumble at
every ftep; but, when morality fhall be fet-
tled on a more folid bafis, then, without be-
ing gifted with a prophetic fpirit, I will ven-
ture to predi&t that woman will be either the
friend or flave of man. - We fhail not, as at
prefent, doubt whether fhe is a moral agent,

or the link which unites man with brutes.
But, fhould it then appear, that like the
brutes they were principaily created for the
ufe of man, he will let them patiently bite
the bridle, and not mock them with empty
praife; or, fhould their rationality be proved,

I be
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he will not impede their improvement merely
to gratify his fenfual appetites. He will not,
with all the graces of rhetoric, advife them to
{ubmit implicitly their underftanding to the
guidance of man. He will not, when he
treats of the education of women, affert that
they ought never to have the free ufe of rea-
fon, nor would he recommend cunning and
diffimulation to beings who are acquiring, in
like manner as himfelf, the virtues of hu-
manity.

Surely there can be but one rule of right,
if morality has an eternal foundation, and
whoever facrifices virtue, firiétly fo called,
to prefent convenience, or whofe duty it is to
a& in fuch a manner, lives only for the paff-
ing day, and cannot be an accountable
creature.

The poet then fhould have dropped his
{neer when he fays,

« If weak women go aftray,
« The flars are more in fault than they.”

For that they are bound by the adamantine
chain of deftiny is moft certain, if it be proved
that they are never to exercife their own rea-
fon, never to be independent, never to rife
above

|
i
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above opinion, or to feel the dignity of a
rational will that only bows to God, and often
forgets that the univerfe contains any being
but itfelf and the model of perfection to
which its ardent gaze is turned, to adore attri-
butes that, foftened into virtues, may be imi-
tated in kind, though the degree overwhelms
the enraptured mind,

If, I fay, for I would not imprefs by de-
clamation when Reafon offers her fober light,
if they are really capable of adting like rational
creatures, let them not be treated like flaves ;
or, like the brutes who are dependent on the
reafon of man, when they affociate with him g
but cultivate their minds, give them the fa-
lutary, fublime curb of pringiple, and let them
attain confcious dignity by feeling themfelves
only dependent on God. Teach them, in
common with man, to fubmit to neceflity,
inftead of giving, to render them more pleaf-
ing, a fex to morals.

Further, fhould experience prove that they
cannot attain the fame degree of ftrength of
mind, perfeverance, and fortitude, let their
virtues be the fame in kind, though they may
vainly firuggle for the fame degree ; and the
{uperiority of man will be equally clear, if not

P 4 clearer 3
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clearer; and trath, as it is a fimple principle,
which admits of no modification, would be
common to both. Nay, the order of fociety
as it is at prefent regulated would not be in~
verted, for woman would then only have the
rank that reafon afligned her, and arts could
not be pradifed to bring the
much lefs to turn it.

alance even,

Thefe may be termed Utopian dreams.—
Thanks to that Being who imprefled them
on my foul, and gave me fufficient firength
of mind to dare to exert my own reafon, till,
becoming dependent only on him for the fup-
port of my virtue, I view, with indignation,

the miftaken notions that enflave my fex.

1 love man as my fellow ; but his fcepter,

L, or ufurped, extends nc

to me, unlefs

the reafon of

an individual demands my ho-
mage ; and even then the fubmiffion is to rea-
fon, and not to man. In fa&, the condué of
an accountable being muft b

egulated by the

operations of its own reafon; or on what
»undation refls the throne of God 2
It appears to me necefary to dwell on thefe
sbvious tr

, becaufe females have been

wfulated, as it were; and, while they have
been fripped of the virtues that fhould clothe
humanity,

:
3
]
!
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humanity, they have been decked with artifi~
cial graces that enable them toexercife a thort~
lived tyranny. Love, in their bofoms, taking
place of every nobler paffion, their {ole ambi-
tion is to be fair, to raife emotion inftead of
infpiring refpect; and this ignoble defire, like
the fervility in abfolute monarchies, deftroys
all ftrength of charadter. Liberty is the mo-
ther of virtue, and if women are, by their
very conftitution, flaves, and not allowed to
breathe the fharp invigorating air of free-
dom, they muft ever languith like exotics,
and be reckoned beautiful flaws in natu

Jet it alfo be remembered, that they are the
only flaw,

As to the argument refpeding the fubjec-
tion in which the fex has ever been held, it
retorts on man. The many have always been
enthralled by the few ; and monfters, who
fearcely have fhewn any difcernment of hu-

man excellence, have tyrannized over thou-

fands of their fellow creatures. Why have
men of fuperiour endowments fubmitted to
fuch degradation ? For, is it not univerfally

acknowledged that kings, viewed callectively,

have ever been
to the fame numb

rior, in abilities and virtue,

r of men taken from the

common
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common mafs of mankind—yet, have they
not, and are they not ftill treated with a de-
gree of reverence that is an infult to reafon ?
China is not the only country where a living
man has been made a God.  Men have fub-
mitted to fuperiotr ftrength to enjoy with
impunity the pleafure of the moment—awo-
men have only done the fame, and therefore
till it is proved that the courtier, who fer-
vilely refigns the birthright of a man, is not
a moral agent, it cannot be demonftrated that
woman is effentially inferior to man becaufe
the has always been fubjugated.

Brutal force has hitherto governed the
world, and that the fcience of politics is in
its infancy, is evident from philofophers fcru-
pling to give the knowle dge moft ufeful to
man that determinate dx”hn&ion.

I fhall not purfue this argument any fur-
ther than to eftablith an obvious inference,
that as found politics diffufe liberty, man-
kind, including w oman, will become more
wife and virtuous.

CHAP,

PR T —
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G H AP HL
THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Bopiy ftrength from being the diftin&ion
of heroes is now funk into fuch unmerited
contempt, that men, as well as women, feem
to think it unneceflary : the latter, as it takes
from their feminine graces, and from that
lovely weaknefs, the fource of their undue
power ; and the former, becaufe it appears
inimical with the chara&er of a gentleman.

That they have both by departing from
one extreme run into another, may eafily be
proved ; but firft it may be proper to obferve,
that a vulgar error has obtained a degree of
credit, which has given force to a falfe con-
clufion, in which an effe& has been miftaken
for a caufe.

People of genius have, very frequently,
impaired their conflitutions by ftudy or care-
Jefs inattention to their health, and the vio-
lence of their paffions bearing a proportion to
the vigour of their intelles, the {word’s de-

{troying




76 VINDICATION OF THE

ftroying the feabbard has become almoft pro-
verbial, and fuperficial obfervers have inferred
from thence, that men of genius have com~
monly weak, or, to ufe a more fafhionable
phrafe, delicate conftitutions. Yet the con-
trary, I believe, will appear to be the fat;
for, on diligent inquiry, I find that ftrength
of mind has, in moft cafes, been accompanied
by fuperior ftrength of body,—natural found-
nefs of conflitution,—not that robuft tone
of nerves and vigour of mufcles, which arife
from bodily labour, when the mind is qui-
efcent, or only dire@s the hands,

Dr. Prieftley has remarked, in the pre-
face to his biographical chart, that the ma.
jority of great mer e lived beyond forty-~
five. And, confidering the thoughtlefs man-
ner in which they have lavithed their ftrength,
when inveftigating a favoy

¢ fcience they
have wafted the lamp of life, forgetful of the
midnight hour; or, when, loft in poetic
dreams, fancy has peopled the fcene, and the
foul has been difturbed, till it fhook the con-
ftitution, by the paffions that meditation had
raifed ; whofe obj
y

ts, the bafelefs fabric of a
n, faded before the exhaufted eye, they
muft have had iron frar

. Shakfpeare never
grafped

p
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grafped the airy dagger with a nervelefs hand,
nor did Milton tremble when he led Satan
far from the confines of his dreary prifon.—
“Thefe were not the ravings of imbecility, the
fickly effufions of diftempered brains; but
the exuberance of fancy, that ¢ in a fine
phrenzy’ wandering, was not continually re-
minded of its material fhackles.

1 am aware that this
me further than it may be fuppofed I with to
go; but 1 follow truth, and, ftill adhering to
my firft pofition, T will allow that bodily
firength. feems to give man a natural fupe-
riority over woman; and this is the only fo-
lid bafis on which the fuperiority of the fex
can be built. But I fill infift, that not
only the virtue, but the Anowledge of the
two fexes thould be the fame in nature, if
not in degree, and that women, confidered not
only as moral, but rational creatures, ought
quire human virtues (or
perfections) by the /ame means as men,
inftead of being educated like a fanciful kind
of half being—one of Roufleau’s wild chi-
mera:

argument would carsy

to endeavour to

But

nd fpeculative truths, the prin-
h

*¢ Refearches into a

every thing whi

¢ tends

< ciples and axioms of
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But, if ftrength of body be, with fome
fhew of reafon, the boaft of men, why are
women {0 infatuated as to be proud of a de-

fe&?

¢ tends to generalize our ideas, is not the proper province of

women ; their ftudies fhould be relative to points of prace
tice it belongs to them to apply thofe principles which
men have difcovered; and it is their part to make obfer
« vations, which direct men to the cftablifhment of generl

principles.  All the ideas of women, which have not the
mediate tendency to points of duty, fhould be directed
1o the ftudy of meny and to the attainment of thofe agree~
able accomplithments which have tafte for their object
for as to works of genius, they are beyond their capa-
city 5 neither have they fufficient precifion or power of
attention to fucceed in feiences which require accuracy :
and as to phyfieal knowledge, it belongs to thofe only
who are moft adtive, moft inquifitive; who comprehend
the greateft variety of obje@ts: in fhort, it belongs to
thofe who have the ftrongeft powers, and who exercife
them moft, to judge of the relations between fenfible
beings and the laws of nature. A woman who is natu-

rally weak, and does not carry her ideas to any great ex-
tent, knows how to judge and make a proper cftimate of
thofe movements which fhe fets to work, in order to aid
her weaknefs; and thefe movements are the paffions of
men. The mechanifin the employs is much more power-
ful than ours ; for all her levers move the human heart,

¢ She muft have
«

kil to incline us to do every thing
which her fex will not enable her to do of herfelf, and
which is neceffry or agrecable to her; therefore {he
¢ ought to ftudy the mind of man thoroughly, not the mind
of
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defect ! Rouffeau has furnithed them with a
plaufible excufey which could only have oc-
curred to a man, whofe imagination had been
allowed to run wild, and refine on the im-
preflions made by exquifite fenfes ;—that
they mighg, forfooth, have a pretext for
yielding to a natural appetite without violat-

© of man in general, abftradted, but the difpofitions of thofe
men to whom fhe is fubject, cither by the laws of her
< country or by the force of opinion. She fhould learn to
penetrate into their real fentiments from their converfa-
tion, their ations, their looks, and geftures.  She fhould
alfo have the art, by her own convetfation, aions,
looks, and geftures, to communicate thofe fentiments
which are agreeable to them, without feeming to intend
it.  Men will argue more philofophically about the hu-

¢ man heart; but women will read the heart of man bettee
than they. It belongs to women, if I ma
the expreffion, to form an experimental mo
reduce the ftudy of man toa fyfiem. Women have moft
wit, men have moft genius; women obferve, men rea-
fon: from the concurrence of both we derive the clearcft

be allowed
lity, and to

light and the moft perfect knowledge, which the humar

mind is, of itfelf, capable of attaining. In one word,
¢ from hence we acquire the moft intimate acquaintance,
both with ourfelves and others, of which our nature s ca-
pable ; and it is thus that art has a conftant tendency to
perfect thofe endowments which nature has beftowed.—
« The world is the book of women.” Rouféau's Emilius.
1 hope my readers ftill remember the comparifon, which [
have brought forward, between women and officers.

ing
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ing a romantic fpecies of modefty, whick
gratifies the pride and libertinifm of man.
‘Women, deluded by thefe fentiments, fome=
times boaft of their weaknefs, cunningly ob<
taining power by playing on the weaknefs
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of men; and they may well glory in their
illicit {way, for, like Turkifth bafhaws, they
have more real power than their mafters:

\ but virtue is facrificed to temporary gratifica-
tions, and the refpe@ability of life to the
triumph of ‘an hour.

‘Women, as well as defpots, have now,

perhaps, more power than they would have
o if the world, divided and fubdivided into
kingdoms and families, was governed by
Jaws deduced from the exercife of reafon;
but in obtaining it, to carry on the compa-
rifon, their charater is degraded, and licen-
tioufnefs fpread through the whole aggregate
of fociety. The many become pedeftal to
the few. I, therefore, will venture to af-
fert, that till women are more rationally
educated, the progrefs of human virtue and
improvement in knowledge muft receive con-
tinual checks. And if it be granted that wo-
man was not created merely to gratify the
appetite of man, nor to be the upper fervant,
s and takes care of his
linen,

who provides his 1r
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linen, it muft follow, that the firft care of
thofe mothers or fathers, who really attend
to the education of females, fhould be, if
not to ftrengthen the body, at leaft, not to
deftroy the conflitution by miftaken notions
of beauty and female excellence; nor thould
girls ever be allowed to imbibe the pernicious
notion that a defe&t can, by any chemical
procefs of reafoning, become an excellence.
In this refpec, Iam happy to find, that the
author of one of the moft inftruive books,
that our country has produced for children,
coincides with me in opinion ; I fhall quote
his pertinent remarks to give the force of his
refpetable authority to reafon *.

But

* A refpe@table old man gives the following fenfible ac=
count of the method he purfued when educating his daughter.
¢ I endeavoured to give both to her mind and body a de~
« gree of vigour, which is feldom found in the female fex.
¢ As foon as fhe was fufficiently advanced in firength to be
¢ capable of the lighter labours of hufbandry and gardening,
¢ I emploged her as my conftant companion. ~Selene, for
¢ that was her name, foon acquired a dexterity in all thefe
ruftic employments, which I confidered with equal plea-
fure and admiration. If women are in general feeble both
in bodyand mind, it arifcs lefs from nature than from edu-
cation, We encourage a vicious indolence and inadtivity,
¢ which we falfely call delicacy ; inftead of hardening their

G ¢ minds

<
<
<
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But fhould it be proved that woman is nattt
rally weaker than man, from whence does it
follow that it is natural for her to labour to be-
come ftill weaker than nature intended her to
be? Arguments’ of this caft are an infult to

¢ minds by the feverer principles of reafon and philofophyy

we breed them to ufelefs arts, which terminate in vanity
and fenfuality. In molt of the equntrics which I had
¢ vifited, they are taught nothing of 4 higher nature than a
few modulations of the voice, or ufelefs poftures of the
body; their time is confumed in floth or trifles, and
¢ trifies become the only purfuits capable of interefling
them. We feem to forget, that it is upon the qualities.
of the female fex that our own domeftic comforts and the
educition of our children muft depend. And what are the
camforts or the education which a race of beings, cor-
rupted from their infancy, and unacquainted with all the
« duties of life, are fitted to beftow? To touch a mufical
inftrument with ufelefs fkill, to exhibi their natural
or affected graces to the cyes of indolent and debauched
young men, to diffipate their hufband’s patrimony in
riotous and unneceffary expences, thef are the only arts
cultivated by women in moft of the polifhed nations I had
feen. And the confequences are uniformly fuch as may
be expected to proceed from fuch polluted fources, private:
¢ mifery and public fervitude,
¢ But Sclene’s education was regulated by different
views, and conduéted upon feverer principles if that
can be called (everity which opens the mind to a fenfe of
moral and religious duties, and moft effeGtually arms it
againt the inevitable evils of life,”

M. Day's Sandford and Mrten, Vol IIL.
commeon
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common fenfe, and favour of paffion. The
divine right of hufbands, like the divine right
of kings, may, itis to be hoped, in this en-
lightened age, be contefted without danger,
and, though conviction may not filence many
boifterous difputants, yet, when any pre-
vailing prejudice is attacked, the wife will
confider, and leave the narrow-minded to rail
with thoughtlefs vehemence at innovation.

The mother, who withes to give true dig-
nity of chara&er to her daughter, muft, re-
gardlefs of the fneers of ignorance, proceed
on a plan diametrically oppofite to that which
Roufleau has recommended with all the de-
luding charms of eloquence and philefophical
fophiftry : for his eloquence renders abfurdi-
ties plaufible, and his dogmatic conclufions
puzzle, without convincing, thofe who have
not ability to refute them.

Throughout the whole animal kingdom
every young creature requires almoft conti-
nual exercife, and the infancy of® children,
conformable to this intimation, fhould be
pafled in harmlefs gambols, that exercife the
feet and hands, without requiring very minute
dire&tion from the head, or the conftant at-
tention of a nurfe. In fa&, the care necef=

G2 fary
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fary for felf-prefervation is the firft nmatural
exercife of the underftanding, as little inven=
tions to amufe the prefent moment unfold
the imagination. But thefe wife defigns of
nature are countetaéted by miftaken fondnefs
or blind zeal. The child is not left a mo-
ment to its own direCtion, particularly a girl,
and thus rendered dependent—dependence is
called natural.

To preferve perfonal beauty, weman’s
glory ! the limbs and faculties are cramped
with worfe than Chinefe bands, and the
fedentary life which they arc condemned
to live, whilft boys frolic in the open air,
weakens the mufcles and relaxes the nerves,
—As for Rouffeau’s remarks, which have
fince been echoed by feveral writers, that
they have naturally, that is from their birth,
independent of education, a fondnefs for dolls,
drefling, and talking—they are fo puerile as
not to merit a ferious refutation. That a girl,
condemned to fit for hours together liftening
to the idle chat of weak nurfes, or to attend
at her mother’s toilet, will endeavour to join
the converfation, is, indeed, very natural 3
and that fhe will imitate her mother or aunts,
and amufe herfelf by adorning her lifelefs
doll,
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doll, as they do in drefling her, poor inno-
cent babe! is undoubtedly a moft natural
confequence.  For men of the greateft abi~
lities have feldom had fufficient ftrength to
rife above the furrounding atmofphere ; and,
if the page of genius has always been blurred
by the prejudices of the age, fome allowance
thould be made for a fex, who, like kings,
always fee things through a falfe medium.

In this manner may the fondnefs for drefs,
confpicuous in women, be eafily accounted
for, without fuppofing it the refult of a de-
fire to pleafe the fex on which they are de-
pendent. The abfurdity, in thort, of fups
pofing that a girl is naturally a coquette, and
that a defire connected with the impulfe of
nature to propagate the fpecies, fhould ap-
pear even before an improper education has,
by heating the imagination, called it forth
prematurely, is fo unphilofophical, that fuch
a fagacious obferver as Roufleay would not
have adopted it, if he had not been accufe

- tomed to make reafon give way to his defire
of fingylarity, and tryth to a favourite paradox.

Yet thus to give a fex to mind was not
very confiftent with the principles of a man
who argued fo warmly, and fo well, for the

j (g immortality




86 VINDICATION OF 'THE

immortality of the foul.—But what a weak
barrier is truth when it ftands in the way
of an hypothefis! Roufleau refpected—al-
Yi moft adored virtue—and yet he allowed
H himfelf to love with fenfual fondnefs. His
i) imagination conftantly prepared inflammable
fewel for his inflammable fenfes; but, in
order to reconcile his refpedt for {elf-denial,
i fortitude, and thofe heroic virtues, which a
mind like his could not coolly admire, he
labours to invert the law of nature, and
broaches a, do&trine pregnant with mifchief
and derogatory to the charater of fupreme

wifdom. :
His ridiculous ftories, which tend to prove
that girls are naturally attentive to their per-

fons, without laying any ftrefs on daily ex-
ample, are below contempt.—And that a
little mifs fhould have fuch a corre& tafte ag
to neglet the pleafing amufement of making
O’s, merely becaufe fhe perceived that it was an
ungraceful attitude, thould be feleéted with
the anecdotes of the learned pig *.

1 have,

* ¢ Tonce kuew a young perfon who learned to write

€ before fhe learncd to read, and began to write with her
¢ ncedle before fhe could ufe a pen. At firft, indeed, fhe
¢ took
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1 have, probably, had an opportunity of
obferving: more girls in their infancy than
i Roufleau—TI can recolle@ my own feel~
ings, and I have looked fteadily around me;
yet, fo far from coinciding with him in opi-
nion refpedting the firft dawn of the female .
charader, 1 will venture to affirm, ‘that a
girl, whofe fpirits have not been damped by
inativity, or innocence tainted by falfe thame,
will always be a romp, aund the doll will
never excite attention unlefs confinement: al~
Jows her no alternative. ~Girls and boys; in
fhort, would play harmlefsly together, if the
diftin@ion of fex was not inculcated long be-
fore nature makes any difference.~I will go
further, and affirm, as an indifputable fact,
that moft of the women, in the circle of my

€ took it into her head to make no other letter than the O
¢ this letter fhe was conftantly making of all fizes, and
¢ always the wrong way. Unluckily, one day, as fhe
¢ was intent on this employment; fhe happened to fee her-
¢ felf in the' looking-glals ; when, taking a diflike to the
¢ conftrained attitude in which fhe fat while writing, fhe
threw away her pen, like another Pallas, and determined
againtt making the O any more. Her brother was alfo
equally averfe to writing: it was the confinement, how-
ever, and ot the conftrained attitude, that moft dif-
gufted him.’ Rouffea’s Emilius.
G 4 obfervation,
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obfervation, who have atted like rational
creatures, or fhewn any vigour of intellec,
bave accidentally been allowed to run wild—
as fome of the elegant formers of the fair
{fex would infinuate.

The baneful confequences which flow from
inattention to health during infancy, and
youth, extend further than is fuppofed—
dependence of body naturally produces depen-
dence of mind; and how can fhe be a good
wife: or mother, the greater part of whofe
time is employed to guard againft or endure
ficknefs ? Nor can it be expected that a wo-
man will refolutely endeavour to ftrengthen
her conflitution and abflain from enervating,
indulgencies, if artificial notions of beauty,
and falfe defcriptions of fenfibility, have been
early entangled with her motives of action.
Moft men are fometimes obliged to bear with
bodily inconveniencies, and to endure, occa-
fionally, the inclemency of the elements;
but genteel women are, literally {peaking,
flaves to their bodies, and glory in their fub~
je&ion.

I once knew a weak woman of fathion,
who was more than commonly proud of her
delicacy and fenfibility. She thought a dif-
tinguifhing
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tinguifhing tafte and puny appetite the height
of all human perfection, and acted accord-
ingly.—I have feen this weak fophifticated
being negle& all the duties of life, yet re-
cline with felf-complacency on a fofa, and
boaft of her want of appetite as a proof of de-
licacy that extended to, or, perhaps, arofe
from, her exquifite fenfibility : for it is diffi-
eult to render intelligible fuch ridiculous jar-
gon.—Yet, at the moment, I have feen her
infult a worthy old gentlewoman, whom un-
expeéted misfortunes had made dependent on
her oftentatious bounty, and who, in better
days, had claims on her gratitude. Is it
poffible that a human creature could have
become fuch a weak and depraved being, if,
like the Sybarites, diffolved in luxury, every
thing like virtue had not been worn away,
or never imprefled by precept, a poor fubfti-
tute, it is true, for cultivation of mind,
though it ferves as a fence againft vice ?
Such a woman is not a more irrational mon-
fter than fome of the Roman emperors, who
were depraved by lawlefs power. = Yet, fince
kings have been more under the reftraint of
law, and the curb, however weak, of ho-
nour, the records of hiftory are not filled with
5 . fuch
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{uch unnatural inftances of folly and cruelty,
nor does the defpotifm that kills virtue and
genius in the bud, hover over Europe with
that deftru@ive blaft which defolates Turky,
and renders the men, as well as the foil,
unfruitful.

Women are every where in this deplorable
ftate ; for, in order to preferve theirinnacence,
as ignorance is courteoufly termed, truth is
hidden from them, and they are made to af~
fume an artificial characer before their faculs
ties have acquired any ftrength. - Taught
from their infancy that beauty is woman’s
feeptre, the mind fhapes itfelf to the body,
and, roaming round its gilt cage, ouly fecks
to adorn its prifon. Men bave various em-
ployments and  purfuits which engage their
attention, and  give a character to the open-
ing mind ; but women, confined to one, and
having their thoughts conftantly directed to
the moft infignificant part of themfelves, fel-
dom extend their views beyond the triumph
of the hour, But was their underftanding
once emancipated from the flavery to which
the pride and ‘fenfuality of man and their
thort-fighted defire, like that of dominion in
tyrants, of prefent fway, has fubjected them,
we
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we fhould probably read of their weaknefles
with farprife. I muft be allowed to purfue
the argument a little farther.

Perhaps, if the exiftence of an evil being
was allowed, who, in the allegorial language
of feripture, went about feeking whom he
fhould devour, he could not more effeGually
degrade the human character than by giving
a man abfolute power.

This argument branches into various rami=
fications2—Birth, riches, and every extrinfic
advantage that exalt a man above his fellows,
without any mental exertion, fink him in
reality below them. In proportion to his
weaknefs, he is played upon by defigning
men, till the bloated monfter has loft all
traces of humanity. And that tribes of men,
like flocks of theep, fhould quietly follow
fuch a leader, is a folecifm that only a de-
fire of prefent enjoyment and narrownefs
of underftanding can folve. Educated in
flavith dependence, and enervated by luxury
and floth, where fhall we find men who
will ftand forth to affert the rights of
man ;—or claim the privilege of moral be-
ings, who fhould have but one road to
;xcclle;)ce? Slavery to monarchs and minif~

ters,
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ters, which the world will be long in freeing
itfelf from, and whofe deadly grafp ftops the
progrefs of the human mind, is not yet
abolifhed,

Let not men then in the pride of power,
ufe the fame argdments that tyrannic kings
and venal minifters have ufed, and fallaci-
oufly affert that woman ought to be fubjedt-
ed becaufe fhe has always been fo.—But,
when man, governed by reafonable laws, en-
joys his natural freedom, let him defpife
woman, if fhe do not fhare it with him ;
and, till that glorious period arrives, in de.
{canting on the folly of the {ex, let him not
overlook his own.

VINDICATION OF THE

Women, it is true, obtaining power by
unjuft means, by pradtifing or foﬂering vice,
evidently lofe the rank which reafon would
affign them, and they become either abjet
flaves or capricious tyrants. They lofe all
fimplicity, all dignity of mind, in acquiring
power, and a& as men are obferved to a&
when they have been exalted by the fame
means,

It is time to effet a revolution in female
manners—time to reftore to them their loft
dignity—and make them, as a part of the

human




RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 93

human fpecies, labour by reforming thems
felves to reform the world. It is time to
feparate unchangeable morals from local mau-
ners.—If men be demi-gods—why let us
{erve them ! And if the dignity of the female
foul be as difputable as that of animals—if
theirreafon does not afford fufficient light to di-
re& their condué whilftunerringinftinét is de-
nied—they are furely of all creatures the moft
miferable ! and, bent beneath the iron hand of
deftiny, muft fubmit to be a fair defet in
creation. But to juftify the ways of Provi-
dence refpecting them, by pointing out fome
irrefragable reafon for thus making fuch a
large portion of mankind accountable and
not accountable, would puzzle the fubtileft
cafuift.

The only folid foundation for morality
appears to be the character of the fupreme
Being ; the harmony of which arifes from a
balance of attributes ;—and, to fpeak with
reverence, one attribute feems to imply the
wneceffity of another. He muft be juft, becaufe
he is wife, he muft be good, becaufe he is
omnipotent. For to exalt one attribute at
the expence of another equally noble and
neceflary, bears the flamp of the warped

reafon
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reafon of man—the homage of paffion. Man,
accuftomed to bow down to power in his fa-
vage ftate, can feldom diveft himfelf of this
barbarous prejudice, even when civilization
determines how/ much fuperior mental is to
bodily ftrength; and his reafon is clouded by
thefe crude opinions, even when he thinks
of the Deity.—His omnipotence is made to
fwallow up, or prefide over his other attri=
butes, and thofe mortals are {uppofed to limit
his power irreverently, who think . that it
muft be regulated by his wifdom.

I difclaim that fpecious humility which,
after inveftigating nature, ftops at the author.
—The High and Lofty One, who inhabiteth
eternity, doubtlefs poffefles many attributes
of which we can form no conception; but
reafon tells me that they cannot clath with
thofe I adore—and I am compelled to liften to
her voice.

It feems natural for man to fearch for ex-
cellence, and either to trace it in the object
that he worthips, or blindly to inveft it with
perfection, as a garment. But what good
effet can the latter mode of worthip have
on the moral condu& of a rational being ?
He bends to power ; he adores a dark cloud,
6 which
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which may open a bright profpect to him, or
burft in angry, lawlefs fury, on his devoted
head—he knows not why. And, fuppofing
that the Deity acts from the vague impulfe
of an undirected will, man muft alfo follow
his own, or a& according to rules, deduced
from principles which he-difclaims as irreve-
rent.  Into this dilemma have both enthu-
fiafts and cooler thinkers fallen, when they
laboured to free men from the wholefome
reftraints which a juft conception of the cha~
racter of God impofes.

It is not impious thus to fcan the attributes
of the Almighty: in fa&, who can avoid it
that exercifes his faculties ? For to love God
as the fountain of wifdom, goodnefs, and
power, appears to be the only worthip ufe-
ful toa being who wifhes to acquire either
virtue or knowledge. A blind unfettled af-
fection may, like human paflions, occupy
the mind and warm the heart, whilft, to
do juftice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with our God, is forgotten. I fhall purfue
this fubje@ fRill further, when T confider reli-
gion in a light oppofite to that recommended
by Dr. Gregory, who treats it as a matter of
fentiment or tafte,

To
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To return from this apparent digreffiott,
It were to be withed that women would che-
rith an affection for their hufbands, founded
‘on the fame principle that devotion ought to
reft upon. No other firm bafe is there under
heaven—for let them beware of the fallacious
light of fentiment; too often ufed as a fofter
phrafe for fenfuality. It follows then, I think,
that from their infancy women fhould either
be thut up like eaftern princes, or educated in
fuch a manner as to be able to think and
act for themfelves.

‘Why do men halt between two opinions,
and expect impoffibilities? Why do they ex-
ped virtue from a flave, from a being whom
the conftitution of civil fociety has rendered
weak, if not vicious ?

Still I know that it will requirea confiderable
length of timetoeradicatethe firmly rooted pre }
Jjudices which fenfualifts have planted; it will
alfo require fome time to convince women that
they a& contrary to their real intereft on an
enlarged fcale, when they cherifh or affec
weaknefs under the name of delicacy, and to
convince the world that the poifoned fource
of female vices and follies, if it be neceflary,
in compliance with cuftom, to ufe {yno-
nymous
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nymous terms in a lax fenfe, has been the
fenfual homage paid to beauty :—to beauty
of features ; for it has been fhrewdly obferved
by a German writer, that a pretty woman,
as an objek of defire, is generally allowed to
be fo by men of all defcriptions ; whilft a fine
woman, who infpires more fublime emotions
by difplaying intelle@tual beauty, may be over-
looked or obferved with indifference, by thofe
men who find their happinefs in the gratifi-
cation of their appetites. I forefee an obvi-
ous retort—whilft man remains fuch an im-
perfect being as he appears hitherto to have
been, he will, more or lefs, be the flave of
his appetites; and thofe women obtaining

moft power who gratify a predominant one,
the fex is degraded by a pl)'vilg.\l, if not by a
moral neceflity.

“This objection has, I grant, fome force;
but while fuch a fublime precept exifts, as,
¢ be pure as your hea

enly Father is pure;” it
would feem that the virtues of man are not
limited by the Being who alone could limit
them ; and that he may prefs forward with-
out confidering whether he fteps out of his
{phere by indulging fuch a noble ambition.
To the wild billows it has been faid, ¢ thus far

H ¢ fhalt




98 VINDICATION OF THE

¢ fhalt thou go, and no further ; and here fhatl
¢ thy proud waves be ftayed.” Vainly then
do they beat and foam, reftrained by the power
that confines the firuggling planets in their
orbits, matter yields to the great governing
al foul, not reftrained
by mechanical laws and ftruggling to free

Spirit.—But an immo

itfelf from the fhackles of matter, contributes
to, inftead of difturbing, the order of creation,
operating with the Father of fpirits,
it tries to gover

when, c

n itfelf by the invariable rule
that; in a degree, before which our imagi-
, the univerfe is regulated.
women are educated for depend-
ence; that is, to at according to the will of
another fallible being, and fubmit, right or
wrong, to power, where are we to ftop?
Are they to be confidered as vicegerents al-
lowed to reign over a fmall domain, and an-
fwerable for their conduct to a higher tri-
bunal, liable to error ?

It will not be difficult to prove that fuch
delegates will aé like men fubjected by fear,
and make their children and fervants  endure
their tyrannical oppreffion. As they fubmit
without reafon, they will, having no fixed
rules to {quare their conduét by, be kind, or
cruel,

nation faint;

3
Jel

cs,
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Cruel, jult as the whim of the moment
dire@s ; and we ought not to wonder if fome-
times, galled by their he: e
a malignant pleafure in refling it on weaker
thoulders.

But, fuppofing a woman, trained up to

7y yoke, they t:

obedience, be married to a fenfible man,

who dire@s her judgment without making
her feel the fervility of her fubjecion, to act
with as much propriety by this reflected light
as can. be expedted when reafon is taken at
fecond hand, yet the cannot enfure the life of
her prote@or; he may die and leave her with
a large family.

A double duty devolves on her; to edu-
ter of both father and
mother; to form their principles and fecure
their property. But, alas! fhe never
thought, much lefs ‘a@ed for herfelf, Shé
has only learned to pleafe * men, to depend

gracefully

cate them in the cha

* ¢ In the union of the fexes, both purfie one common
¢ obje@, but not in the fame manner. From their diverfity
© in this particular, arifes the firft de
¢ between the moral relations of cach.
¢ be adtive and flrong, the other paflive and weak : it is
¢ neceffary the one fhould have both the power and the will,
< and that the other fHould make little refiftance.

¢ This principle being eftablithed, it follows that woman

1z s

The one fhould
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children, how is fhe to obtain another pro-
| tector—a hufband to fupply the place of rea-
% fon ? A rational man, for we are not treading
§ on romantic ground, though he may think
her a pleafing docile creature, will not choofe
to marry a family for love, when the world

t gracefully on them; yet, encumbered witht

< is exprefily formed to pleafe the man: if the obligation
¢ be reciprocal alfo, and the man ought to pleafe in his
< turn, itis not fo immediately neceffary : his great meric
Cis in his power, and he pleafes merely becaufe he is
¢ firong. This, T muft confefs, is not one of the refined
¢ maxims of love ; it is, however, one of the laws of na-
€ tu

¢ If woman be fo

prior to love itfelf.
to pleafe and be fubjected to man,
< it is her place, doubtlefs, to render herfelf agreeable to
him, inftead of challenging his paffion. The violence
of his defires depends on her charms it is by means of
¢ thefe fhe fhould urge him to the exertion of thofe powe
which nature hath given him. The moft fuccefsful me-

thod of exciting them, is, to render fuch exertion necef-
fary by their refiffance; as, in that cafe, felf-love is added
to deise, and the one riumphs in the viélory which the
other obliged to acq Hence arife the various mades
ack and defence between the fexes 3 the boldnefs of
< one fex and the timidity of the other ; and, in a word,
that bafhfulnefs and modefly with which nature hath
armed the weak, in order to fubdue the ftrong.”
Rouffear’s Emilius..

1 (hall make no other comment on this ingenious paflage,

than juft to obferve, that it is the philofophy of lafcivioufnefs. \
4 contains
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contains many more pretty creatures. What
is then to become of her ? She either falls an
cafy prey to fome mean fortune-hunter, who
defrauds her children of their paternal inhe-
ritance, and renders her miferable; or be-
comes the vi¢tim of difcontent and blind in-
dulgence. . Unable to educate her fons, or
imprefs them with refpe& ; for it is not a
play on words to affert, that people are never
refpeted, though filling an important flation,
who are not refpectable; fhe pines under the
anguifh of unavailing impotent regret. The
ferpent’s tooth enters into her very foul, and
the vices of licentious youth bring her with
{forrow, if not with poverty alfo, to the grave.

This is not an overcharged picture ; on the
contrary, it is a very poffible cafe, and fome-
thing fimilar muft have fallen under every at-
tentive eye,

I have, however, taken it for granted, that
the was well-difpofed, though experience
thews, that the blind may as cafily be led into
a ditch as along the beaten road. But fup-
pofing, no very improbable conjeture, that
a being only taught to pleafe muft fill find

her happmcfs in plca(n s—what an example
of folly, not to fay vice, will the be to her
3 innocent

— < —
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hocent daughters ! The mother will be loft
in the coquette, and, inftead of making
friends of her daughters, view them with

eyes afkance, for they are rivals—rivals more
cruel than any other, becaufe they invite a
comparifon, and drive her from the throne of
beauty, who has never thought of a feat on
the bench of reafon.

It does not require a lively pencil, or the
difcriminating outline of a caricature, to
tketch the domeftic miferies and petty vices
which fuch a miftrefs of a family diffufes.
Still fhe only »&: as a woman ought to act,

r ing to Roufleau’s {yftem.
oached for being mafcu-
line, ot tumiug out of her fphere ; nay, fhe
may obferve another of his grand rules, and

cautioufly preferving her reputation free from
{pot, be reckoned a good kind of woman.
Yet in what refpect can fhe be termed good ?
She abftains, it is true, without any great
ftruggle, from committing grofs crimes; but
how does the fulfil her duties ? Duties!—in
truth fhe has enough to think of to adorn
her body and nurfe a weak conftitution.
With refpeét to religion, fhe never pre-
fumed to judge for herfelf; but conformed, asa
dependent
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dependent creature fhould, to the ceremonies
of the church which fhe was brought up in,

pioufly believing that wifer heads than her
own have fettled that bufinefs :—and not fo
doubt is her point of perfection. ~ She there-
fore pays her tythe of mint and cummin—
and thanks her God that fhe is not as other
women are. 'Thefe are the blefied ef

a good education ! Thefe the virtues of ma

flects of

help-mate® !

I muft relicve myfelf by drawing a dif-
ferent picture.

Let fancy now prefent a woman with a
tolerable underftanding, for I do not with to
leave the line of mediocrity, whofe confli-
tution, ftrengthened by exercife, has allowed

her body to acquire its full vigour; her
mind, at the fame time, gradually expanding

f So-

# ¢ O how lovely,” exclaims Rouffeau, fp:
phia, ¢ is her ignorance ! Happy is he who is deflined to
¢ inftru@ her! She will never pretend to be the tutor of
¢ her hufband, but will be content to be his pupil. Far
¢ from attempting to fubje him to her talte, fhe will
herfelf to his. She will be more eftimable
; : he will have a pleafure

¢ accommodat

¢ to him, than

¢ in inftrudting ber.”  Roufian’s

1hall content myfelf with fimply afking, how friendfhipcan

{ubfift, when love expires, between the mafter and i
15547

milius.
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itfelf to comprehend the moral duties of life,
and in what human virtue and dignity confift,

Formed thus by the difcharge of the re-
lative duties of her ftation, fhe marries from
affection, without lofing fight of prudence,
and looking beyond matrimonial felicity, fhe
{ecures her hufband’s refpect before it is necef-
fary to exert mean arts to pleafe him and feed
a dying flame, which nature doomed to ex-
pire when the objeét became familiar, when
frie

moye ardent affe@ion,—This is the natural

dfhip and forbearance take place of a

th of love, and domeftic peace is not de-

ftroyed by fhru

geles to prevent its extintion,
1 alfo {uppofe the hufband to be virtuous; or
the is ftll more in want of independent
principles.

this tie.—She is
left a widow, perhaps, without a fufficient
provifion; but fhe is not defolate ! The pang
of nature is felt; but after time has foftened
forrow into melancholy refignation, her heart
turns to her children with redoubled fondnefs,
and anxious to provide for them, affeétion

FFate, however, bri

ves a facred heroic caft to her maternal du-~

c thinks that not only the cye fees

her yirtuous cfforts from whom all her com-
forg
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fort now muft flow, and whofe approbation
is life ; but her imagination, a little abftracted
f, dwells on the fond hope

and exalted by gri

that the eyes which her trembling hand
clofed, may ftill fee how the fubdues every
wayward paffion to fulfil the double duty
of being the father as well as the mother
of her children. Raifed to heroifm by mif-
the firft fz

n, by

1t daw

fortunes, fhe repre

of a natural inclina
love, and in the bloom of life forgets her fex

—forgets the pleafure of an awakening paf=

fore it ripens into

fion, which might again have been infpire
and returned. She no longer thinks of pleaf-
ing, and confcious dignity prevents her from
priding herfelf on account of the praife which
her condué demands.  Her children have

her love, and her brighteft hopes are beyond

the grave, where her imagination often ftrays.

1 think T fee her furrounded by her chil-
dren, reaping the reward of her care. The
intelligent eye meets hers, whillt health and

innocence fmile on their chubby checks, and
as they grow up the cares of life are leflened
by their grateful attention. She lives to fee
the virtues which fhe endeavoured to plant
on principles, fixed into habits, to fec her

children
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children attain a ftrength of chara@er fuffi
cient to enable them to endure adverfity with=
out forgetting their mother’s example.

The tafk of life thus fulfilled, fhe calmly
waits for the flecp of death, and rifing from
the grave, may'‘fay—Behold, thou gaveft me
# talent—and here are five talents,

I with to fum up what I have faid in a few
words, for I here throw down my gauntlet,
and deny the exiftence of fexual virtues, not
excepting modefty. For man and woman,
truth, if I underftand the meaning of the
wor

, muft be the fame; yet the fanciful

fem:

e charatter, fo prettily drawn by poets
ifice of truth
and fincerity, virtue becomes a relative idea,
having no other foundation than utility, and
of that utility men pretend arbitrarily to judge,

and novelifts, demanding the fz

thaping it to their own conyenience.
‘Women, I allow, may have different du-
ies to fulfil ; but they are human duties, and
at fhould regulate the dif-
I fturdily maintain, muft

be the fame.

To
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To.become refpetable, the exercife of their
underftanding is neceflary, there is no other
foundation for independence of character; 1
mean explicitly to fay that they muft only
bow to the authority of reafon, inftead of
being the modeft flaves of opinion.

In the fuperiour ranks of life how feldom
do we meet with a man of fuperiour abili-
ties, or even common acquirements? The
reafon appears to me clear, the ftate they
are born in was an unnatural one. The
human charader has ever been formed by the
employments the individual, or clafs, pur-
fues; and if the faculties are not fharpened
by neceflity, they muit remain obtufe. The
argument may

irly be extended to women ;
for, feldom occupied by ferious bufinefs, the
purfuit of pleafirre gives that infignificancy to
their character which renders the fociety of
the great fo infipid. The fame want of
firmnefs, produced by a fimilar caufe, forces
them both to fly from themfelves to noify
pleafures, and artificial paflions, till vanity

and

takes place of every focial aff

the cha

acteriftics of humanity
be difcerned.  Such are the bleflings
governments, as they are at prefent or-

= 53
7 ganized,
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ganized, that wealth and female foftnefs
éq\];]ll}' tend to debafe mankind, and are pro-
duced by the fame caufe; but allowing wo-
men to be rational creatures, they thould be
incited to acquire virtues which they may call
their own, for how can a rational being be
ennobled by thing that is not obtained
by its ews exertions ?
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C HASBIEE

OBSERVATIONS ON THE STATE OF DEGRA-
DATION TO WHICH WOMAN IS REDUCED
BY VARIOUS CAUSES.

Tuar woman is naturally weak, or de-
graded by a concurrence of circumftances, is,
1 think, clear. But this pofition I fhall
fimply contraft with a conclufion, which I
have frequently heard fall from fenfible men
in favour of an ariftocracy : that the mafs of
mankind cannot be any thing, or the obfequious
flaves, who pati
penned up, would feel their own confequence,
and fpurn their chains. Men, they further
obferve, fubmit every where to oppreffion,

s to be

tly allow themfelv,

when they have only to lift up their heads to
throw off the yoke; yet, inftead of afferting
their birthright, they quictly lick the duft,
k, for to-morrow
we die.  Women, I argue from analogy, are

openfity to 4

prefent moment ; and, at laft, def
P 5 5

and fay, let us eat and dric

degraded by the fame

freedom
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freedom which they have not fufficient virs
tue to ftruggle to attain. But I muft be more
explic

it is unanimoufly allowed that fex is out of
the queftion; but the line of fubordination
in the mental powers is never to be pafied
over *.  Only ¢ abfolute in lovelinefs,’ the
portion of rationality granted to woman, is,
indeed, very feanty ; for, denying her genius
and judgment, it i carcely poffible to divine
what remains to charae;

¢ intellect.

The flamina of immortality, if I may be
allowed the phrafe, s the perfeibility of
human reafon ; for, was man created perfect,
or did a flood of knowledge break in upon

* Into what inconfiftencies do men fall when they argue

without the compafs of principles. Women, weak wo-
men,

are compared with angels ; yet, a fuperiour ordet of
fuppoled to poffefs more intelle@ than

3 ory in what does their fuperiority confift? In the

beings fhould b
mar

fame fiyle, to drop the fneer, they are allowed to poflefs
more goodnefs of heart, picty, and benevalence.—I doubt
the fadk, though it be courtcoufly brought forward, unlefs
ignorance be allowed to be the mother of devotions for T
am firmly perfuaded that, on an average, the proportion

between virtue and knowledge, is more upon a par than is
commonly granted.

him,

With refpe@ to the culture of the heart,
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him, when he arrived at maturity, that pre-
cluded error, I fhould doubt whether his
exiftence would be continued after the diffo-
lution of the body. But, in the prefent ftate
of things, every difficulty in morals that
efcapes from human difcuffion, and equally
baffles the invefligation of profound think-
ing, and the lightning glance of genius, is an
it on vhich Tbnild my, belief of tha
immortality of the foul. Reafon is, confe-
quentially, the fimple power of improvement ;
ory more properly fpeaking, of difcerning
truth. Evéry individual is in this refpect
a world in itfelf.  More or lefs may be con-
{picuous in one being than another ; but the
nature of reafon muft be the fame in all, if
it be an emanation of divinity, the tie that
conne&s the creature with the Creator ; for,
can that foul be ftamped with the heavenly
image, that is not perfected by the exercife of
? Yet outwardly ornamented

its own reafon
with elaborate care, and {o adorned to delight
man, ¢ that with honour he may love 1,” the

© % The brutes,’ fays Lord Monboddo, ¢ remain in the

« flate in which nature has placed them, except in fo far as

¢ their natural inftinct is improved by the culture e be-
< frow upon them.”
¢ Vide Milton.

foul
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foul of woman is not allowed to have this
diftin&ion, and man, ever placed bétween
her and reafon, fhe is always reprefented as
only created to fee thro 1gh a grofs medium;,
and to take things on truft. But, dx(miﬂiug
thefe fanciful theories, and confidering wo-
man as a whole, let it be what it will, in-
ftead of a part of man, the inquiry is whe-

W

ther fhe has reafon or not. If fhe has, which,
for a moment, T will take for granted, fhe
was not

reated merely to be the folace of
man, and the fexual fhould not deftroy the
human chara&er.

Into this error men have, probably, been

led by viewing edu on in a falfe light; not
confidering it as the firft ftep to form a being

advancing gradually towards perfe& 3 but
only as a preparation for life. On this fen-
fual error, for I muft call it fo, has the falfe
{yftem of female manners
robs the whole fe

icn

been reared, which
ignity, and claffes
e brown and fair with the fmiling flowers

hat only adorns the land. This has ever
been the language of men, and the fear of

ot find a

vord is not firi@ly juft, but I c
better.

departing
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ﬂepm’tiug from a fuppofed fexual chara&er,
has made even women of fuperiour fenfe
adopt the fame fentiments*. Thus under-
ftanding, ftri&ly fpeaking, has been denied
to woman; and inftinét;, f{ublimated into wit

# ¢ Pleafure’s the portion of th’ inferior kind 3
¢ But glory, virtue, Heaven for man defign’d.
After writing thefe lines, how could Mrs. Barbauld
write the following ignoble comparifon ?

¢ Toa Lady, with fime painied firsers.”
¢ Flowers to the fair: to you thefe flowers I bring,
¢ And fhrive to greet you with an earlier fpring.
* Flowers SWEET, and gay, and DELICATE LIKE YoU ;
< Emblems of innocence, and beauty t
¢ With flowers the Graces bind their yellow hair,
¢ And flowery wreaths confenting lovers wear.
© Flowers, the file lusury which nature frew,
¢ In Eden’s pure and guiltlefs garden grew.
© Do loftier forms are rougher tafts affgn'd;
& The fheltering oak refifs the flormy wind,
¢ The tougher yew repels invading foes,
¢ dnd the tall pine for futire navies grows ;
« But this [oft fomily, 1 cares unknown,
S Were born for pleafure and delight aLoxz.
¢ Gay without toil, and lovely without art,
< They fpring ta CHEER the fonfey and GLAD the heart.
4 Nor blufh, my fair, to own you copy thefe ;
* Your BEST, your SWEETEST empire is—to PLEASE.’

So the men tell us; but virtue muft be acquired by
riugh toils, and ufeful fruggles with worldly cares.
I and
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and cunning, for the purpofes of life, has
been fubftituted in its ftead.

The power of generalizing ideas, of draw-
ing comprehenfive conclufions from indivi-
dual obfervations, is the only acquirement, for
an immortal being, that really deferves the
name ‘of knowledge. Merely to obferve,
without endeavouring to account for any
thing, may (in a very incomplete manner)
{ferve as the common fenfe of life ; but where
is the ftore laid up that is to clothe the foul
when it leaves the body ?

This power has not only been denied to
women ; but writers have infifted that it is
inconfiftent, with a few exceptions, with
their fexual chara@er. Let men prove this,
and I fhall grant that woman only exifts for
man. 1 muft, however, previoufly remark,
that the power of generalizing ideas, to any
great extent, is not very common amongft
men or women. But this exercife is the
true cultivation of the underftanding ; and
every thing confpires to render the cultivas
tion of the underftanding more difficult i
the female than the male world.

1 am naturally led by this affertion to the
“fain fubject of the prefent chapter, and fhall
now
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now attempt to point out fome of the caufes
that degrade the fex, and prevent women
from generalizing their obfervations.

I fhall not go back fo the remote annals of
antiquity to trace the hiftory of woman; it is
fufficient to allow that fhe has always been
either a flave, or a defpot, and to remark,
that each of thefe fituations equally retard the
progrefs of reafon. The grand fource of
female folly ‘and vice has ever appeared to me
to arife from narrownefs of mind; and the
very conflitution of civil governments has

put almoft infuperable obftacles in the way
to prevent the cultivation of the female under-
ftanding :—ryet virtue can'be built on no other
foundation ! The fame obftacles are thrown

in the way of the rich, and the fame confe-
quences enfue.

Neceflity has been proverbially termed the
mother of invention—the aphorifm may be ex-
tendedto virtue. It is an acquirement, and an
acquirement towhich pleafure muft be facrificed
—and who facrifices pleafure when it is within
the grafp, whofe mind has not been opened
and ftrengthened by adverfity, or the purfuit
of knowledge goaded on by neceffity }—FHappy

Ia is
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is it when people have the cares of life to
ftruggle with; for thefe ftruggles prevent
their bccnming a prey to enervating vices,
merely from idlencls ! But, if from their
1 birth men and women are placed in a torrid
zone, with the meridian fun of pleafure dart-
ing directly upon them, how can they fuffi-
ciently brace their minds to difcharge the du-
ties of life, or even to relifh the affeGtions
that carry them out of themfelves?

Pleafure is the bufinefs of woman’s life, ac+
cording to the prefent modification of fociety,
and while it continues to be fo, little can be
expected from fuch weak beings. Inheriting,
in a lineal defeent from the firft fair defe& in
nature, the fovereignty of beauty, they have, ;
to maintain their power, refigned the natural 1
rights, which the exercife of reafon might {
have procured them, and chofen rather to be
thort-lived queens than labour to obtain the
{ber pleafures that arife from cqualitys Ex-
alted by their inferiority (this founds like a
contradiction), they conftantly demand ho-
mage as women, though experience fhould
teach them that the men who pride them-
felves upon paying this arbitrary infolent re-
fpet to the fex, with the moft ferupulous
exadtnefs,
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exactnefs, are moft inclined to tyrannize over,
and defpife, the very weaknefs they cherifh.
Often do they repeat Mr. Hume’s fenti-
ments; when, comparing the French and
Athenian chara&er, he alludes to women.
¢ But what is more fingular in this whimfical
nation, fay I to the Athenians, is, that a

frolick of yours during the Saturnalia, when
the flaves are feeved by their mafters, is, feri-
oufly continued by them through the whole
year, and through the whole courfe of their
lives ; accompanied too with fome circum-
ftances, which ftill further augment the
abfurdity and ridicule. Your fport only
elevates for a few days thofe whom fortune

has thrown down, and whom fhe too, in
¢ fport, may really clevate for ever above
you. But this nation gravely exalts thofe,
whom nature has fubjected to them, and
whofc inferiority and infirmities are ahfo-

¢ lutely incurable. The women, though

without virtue, are their mafters and fo

vereigns.’
Ah! why do women, T write with affec-
tionate folicitude, condefcend to receive a
degree of attention and refped from ftrangsrs,
different from that reciprocation of civi

I3
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which the diftates of humanity and the pos
litenefs of civilization authorife between man
and man? And, why do they not difcover,
when ¢ in the noon of beauty’s power,” that
they are treated like queens.only to be deluded
by hollow refped, till they are led to refign,
or not affume, their natural prerogatives ¥
Confined then in cages like the feathered
race, they have nothing' to do but to plume
themfelves, and ftalk with mock majefty
from perch to perch. It is true they are pro=
vided with food and raiment, for which they
neither toil nor {pin ; but health, liberty, and
virtue, are given in cxclmugc. But, w hz:rex
amongft mankind has been found fufficient
firength of mind to enable a being to re-
fign thefe adventitious prerogatives 3 one who,
rifing with the calm dignity of reafon above
opinion, dared to be proud of the privileges
inherent in man? And it is vain to expet
it whilft hereditary power chokes the affec-
tions and nips reafon in the bud.

‘The paffions of men have thus placed wo-
men on thrones, and, till mankind become
more reafonable, it is to be feared that wo=
men will avail themfelves of the power which
they attain with the leaft exertion, and which,
is
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is the moft indifputable. They will fmile,
~—yes, they will fmile, though told that—

< In beauty’s empire is no mean,
¢ And woman, either flave or queen,
¢ Is quickly fcorn’d when not ador'd.

But the adoration comes firft, and the fcorn
is not anticipated.

Lewis the XIVth, in particular, fpread fac=
titious manners, and caught, in a fpecious
way, the whole nation in his toils ; for, efta-
blithing an artful chain of defpotifm, he made
it the intereft of the people, at large, indivi-
dually to refpe& his ftation and fupport his
power. And women, whom he flattered by
a puerile attention to the whole fex, ob-
tained in his reign that prince-like diftinction
fo fatal to reafon and virtue.

A king is always a king—and a woman
always a woman * ; his authority and her fex,
ever ftand between them and rational converfe,
With a lover, I grant, fhe fhould be fo,
and her fenfibility will naturally lead her to
endeavour to excite emotion, not to gratify

* And a wit, always a wit, might be
vain fooleries of wits

d; for the

d beauties to obtain attention, and
make conquefts, are much upon a par.

14 her
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her vanity, but her heart. This I do not allow
to be coquetry, it is the artlefs impulfe of*
nature, I only exclim againft the fexual
defire of conqueft when the heart is out of
the quettion.

This defire is not confined to women bl
¢ have endeavoured,’ fays Lord Chefterfield,
¢ to gain the hearts of twenty women, whofe
¢ perfons T would not have given a fig for.”
“The libertine, who, in a gutt of pafion, takes
advantage of unfufpe@ing tendernefs, is a
faint when compared with this cold-hearted
rafeal; for I like to ufe fignificant words. Yet
only taught to pleafe, women are always on
the watch to pleafe, and with true heroic
ardour endeavour to gain hearts merely to
refign, or fpurn them, when the vidory is
decided, and confpicuous,

I muft defcend to the minutiz of the
fubject.

T lament that women are fyﬂcmatically
degraded by receiving the trivial attentions,
which men think it manly to pay to the fex,
when, in fa, they are infultingly fupport-
ing their own fuperiority. It is not conde-
{cenfion to bow to an inferior. So ludicrous,
in fa&t, do thefe ceremonies appear to me,
thag




RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 121

that I fearcely am able to govern my muf-
cles, when I fee a man ftart with eager, and
ferious folicitude to lift a handkerchief, or
thut a door, when the /ady could have done
it herfelf, had fhe only moved a pace or two.

A wild wifh has juft flown from my heart
to my head, and I will not ftifle it though it
may excite a horfe-Jaugh.—I do earneftly
with to fee the diftinction of fex confounded
in fociety, unlefs Where love animates the
behaviour. For this diftinéion 4s, 1 am
firmly perfuaded, the foundation of the weak-
nefs of charaler afcribed to woman; is the
caufe why the underftanding is neglected,
whilft accomplifhments are acquired with
fedulous care: and the fame caufe accounts
for their preferring the graceful before the
heroic virtues.

Mankind, including every defcription, wifh
to be loved and refpeted for fomething ; and
the common herd will always take the neareft
road to the completion of their withes. The
refped paid to wealth and beauty is the moft
certain, and unequivocal ; and, of courfe,
will always attraé& the vulgar eye of com-
mon minds. ~ Abilities and virtues are abfo-
Jutely neceffary to raife men from the middle

rank
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rank of life into notice; and the natural con~
fequence is notorious, the middle rank con
tains moft virtue and abilities. Men have
thus, in one flation, .at leaft, an opportunity
of exerting themfelves with dignity, and of
rifing by the exertions which really improve
a rational creature ; but the whole female fex
are, till their chara@er is formed, in the fame
condition as the rich: for they are born, I
now fpeak of a ftate of civilization, with cer~
tain fexual privileges, and whilft they are
gratuitoufly granted them, few will ever think
of works of fupererogation, to. obtain ‘the
efteem of a fmall number of fuperiour people.

When do we hear of women who, fart-
ing out of obfcurity, boldly claim refpe@ on
account of their great abilities or daring vir-
tues? Wherc are they to be found 3¢ To be

¢ obferved, to be attended to, to be taken no- "

¢ tice of with {ympathy, complacency, and
¢ approbation, are all the advantages which
¢ they feek’—True! my male readers will
probably exclaim ; but let them, before they
draw any conclufion, recollet that this was
not written originally as deferiptive of wo-
men, but of the rich. In Dr. Smith’s
Theory of Moral Sentiments, I have found a

general
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general character of people of rank and for-
tune, that, in my opinion, might with the
greateft propriety be applied to the female
fex, 1 refer the fagacious reader to the whole
comparifon; but muft be allowed to quote a
paffage to enforce an argument that I mean to
infift on, as the one moft conclufive againft a
fexual' chara&er. For if, excepting war-
riors, no great men, of any denomination,
have ever appeared amongft the nobility, may
it not be fairly inferred that their lecal fitua-
tion fwallowed up the man, and produced a
charaer fimilar to that of women, who are
locallized, if 1 may be allowed the word, by
the rank they are placed in, by courtefy £
Women, commonly called Ladies, are not
to be contradited in company, are not al-
lowed to exert any manual ftrength s and
from them the negative virtues only are ex-
peéted, when any virtues are expected, pa-
tience, docility, good-humour, and flexibility 3
virtuesincompatible with any vigorous exer tion
of intellect. Befides, by living more with each
other, and being feldom abfolutely alone, they
are more under theinfluence of fentiments than
paffions. Solitude and refleion are neceflary
to give to withes the force of paffions, and to

enable
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enable the imagination to epla
and make it the moft defirab)
be faid of the rich; the
deal in genera]
thinking,

rge the object,
le. The fame may
'y do not fufficiently
ideas, collected by impaffioned
or calm invcﬂiga[iun, to acquire
that ﬂ(cnglb of chara@er on which great re-
folves are built. . But hear what an acute
obferver fays of the great.

¢ Do the great feem infenfible of the cafy
* priceat which they may acquire the publick

admiration; or do the
¢ that to them
the purch

"y feem to imagine
» @ to other men, it muft be
afe either of fiveat or of blood ?
¢ By what important accomplifthments is the
young nobleman inftrugted
¢ dignity of his rank
worthy of th

to fupport the
> and to render himfelf
at {uperiority

r his fellow-
¢ citizens, to which the virtue of his ancefs
tors had raifed them ? Iy j¢ by knowledge,
by iuduftry, by patience, by felf-denial,
or by virtue of any kind

? As all his wards,
s all his motions are

attended to, he learns
* an habitual regard to e
ordinary behayiouy

very circumftance of
> and ftudies to perform
¢ all thofe fmall dutjes with the moft exact
¢ propricty. As he js confcious how much
¢ he is obfer ved, and how much mankind are
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difpofed to favour all his inclinations, he
adts, upon the moft indifferent -occafions,
with that freedom and elevation which the
thought of this naturally infpires. Iis
air, his manner, his deportment, all mark
that elegant and graceful fenfe of his own {u-
periority, which thofe who are born to infe-
rior ftation can hardly ever arrive at. Thefe
are the arts by which he propofes to make
mankind more eafily fubmit to his autho-
sity, and to govern their inclinations ac-
cording to his own pleafure: and in this
he is feldom difappointed. Thefe arts, fup-
ported by rank and pre-eminence, are, upon
ordinary occafions, fufficient to govern the
world. Lewis XIV. during the greater part
of his reign, was regarded, not only in
France, but over all Europe, as the moft
perfect model of a great prince.  But what
were the talents and virtues by which he
acquired this great reputation? Was it by
the ferupulous and inflexible juftice of all
his ‘undertakings, by the immenfe dangers
and difficulties with which they were at-
tended, or by the unwearied and unrelent-
ing application with which he purfued
them ? Was it by his extenfive knowledge,

< by
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¢ by his exquifite judgment, or by his heroi¢
¢ valour ! It was by none of thefe qualities.
¢ But he was, firft of all, the moft powerful
¢ prince in Europe, and confequently held
¢ the higheft rank among kings; and then,
¢ fayshis hiftoriaa, he furpafed all his cour-
¢ tiers in the gracefulnefs of his thape, and
¢ the majeftic beauty of his features. The
¢ found of his voice, noble and affe@ing,
¢ gained thofe hearts which his prefence
¢ intimidated. He had a ftep and a deport-
ment which could fuit only him and his
rank, and which would have been ridicu~
¢ lous in any other perfon. The embarraff~
¢ ment which he occafioned to thofe who
“ fpoke to him, flattered that fecret fatif-
“¢ fadtion with which he felt his own fupe-
“ riority.” ¢ Thefe frivolous accomplith-
¢ ments, fupported by his rank, and, no
¢ doubt too, by a degree of other talents and
¢ virtues, which {feems, however, not to
¢ have been much above mediocrity, efta-
¢ blithed this prince in the efteem of his own
¢ age, and have drawn, even from pofterity,
¢ a good deal of refpe& for his memory,
¢ Compared with thefe, in his own tim: Sy
¢ and in his own prefence, no other virtue,
$i3¢

“«

«
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© it feems, appeared to have any merit.
¢ Knowledge, induftry, valour, and benefi-
¢ cence, trembled, were abafhed, and loft
¢ all dignity before them.”

‘Woman alfo thus ¢ in herfelf complete,” by
poffefling all thefe fr/volous accomplithments,
1o changes the nature of things

€ That what fhe wills to do or fay

< Seems wifeft, virtuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft;

< Al higher knowledge in her profence falls

¢ Degraded.  Wifdom in difcourfe with her

¢ Lofes difcountenanc’d, and, like Folly, fhows
¢ Authority and Reafon on her wait.’—

And all this is built on her lovelinefs !

In the middle rank of life, to continue the
comparifon, men, in their youth, are pre-
pared for profeflions, and marriage is not con-
fidered as the grand feature in their lives;
whilft women, on the contrary, have no
other fcheme, to fharpen their faculties. It
is not bufinefs, extenfive plans, or any of the
excurfive flights of ambition, that engrofs
their attention; no, their thoughts are not
employed in rearing fuch noble ftructures.
To rife in the world, and have the liberty of
runaing from pleafure to pleafure, they muft
marry advantageoufly, and to this objet their

2 time
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time is facrificed, and their perfons often fex
gally proftituted. A man when he enters
any profeffion has his eye fteadily fixed on
fome future advantage (and the mind gains
great ftrength by having all its efforts directed
to one point), and, full of his bufinefs, plea=
fure is confidered as mere relaxation ; whilfk
women feck for pleafure as the main purpofe
of exiflence. In fad, from the educition,
which they receive from fociety, the love
of pleafure may be faid to govern them all
but does this prove that there is a fex in
fouls ? It would be juft as rational to declare
that the courtiers in Franee, when a deftrucs
tive fyftem of defpotifm had formed their chas
radter, were not men, becaufe liberty, vir-
tue, and humanity, were facrificed to plea-
fure and vanity.—Fatal paffions, which have
ever domineered over the whole race !

The fame love of pleafure, foftered by the
whole tendency of their education, gives a
trifling turn to the condué of women in moft
circumftances : for inftance, they are ever
anxious about f{econdary things; and on the
watch for adventures, inftead of being occun
pied by duties.

A man, when he undertakes ajourney, has,
in general, the end in view ; a woman thinks
more
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more of the incidental occurrences, the ftran ge
things that may poffibly occur on the road;
the impreffion that fhe may make on her
fellow-travellers ; and, above all, fhe is anxi-
oufly intent on the care of the finery that
the carries with her, which is more than
ever a part of herfelf, when going to figure
on a new {cene; when, to ufe an apt French
turn of expreffion, the is going to produce a
fenfation.—Can dignity of mind exift with
fuch trivial cares ?

In fhort, women, in general, as well as
the rich of both fexes, have acquired all
the follies and vices of civilization, and miffed
the ufeful fruit. It is not neceflary for me
always to premife, that I fpeak of the con-
dition of the whole fex, leaving exceptions
out of the queftion. Their fenfes are inflamed,
and their underflandings neglefted, confe-
quently they become the prey of their fenfes,
delicately termed fenfibility, and are blown
about by every momentary guft of feeling.
They are, therefore, in a much worfe con-
dition than they would be in were they in a
{tate nearer to nature. Ever reftlefs and anx-
ious, their over exercifed fenfibility not only
renders them uncomfortable themfelves, but
troublefome, to ufe a foft phrafe, to others.

< All
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All their thoughts turn on things calculated
to excite emotion; and feeling, when they
thould reafon, their conduét is unftable, and
their opinions are wavering—not the wavering

produced by deliberation or progreflive views,
By fits and
farts they are warm in many pur{

but by contradicory emotio

s; yet
this warmth, never concentrated into perfe-
verance, foon exhaufts itfelf; exhaled by its
own heat, or meeting with fome other flect-

ing paffion, to which reafon has never givers
any fpecific gravity, neutrality enfues. Mi-
ferable, indeed, muft be that being whofe
cultivation of mind hasonly tended to inflame
its paffions! A diftin@ion fhould be made
between inflaming and ftrengthening them,
The paffions thus pampered, whilt th
ment is left unformed, what can be expected
to enfue } —Undoubtedly, a mizture of mad-~
nefs and folly !

"This obfervation thould not be confined to
thefair fex ; however, at prefent, I only mean
to apply it to them.

Novels, mufic, poetry, and gallantry, all
tend to moke wi

jude-
udg:

men the creatures of fenfa=

tion, afid their chara&er is thus formed dur-
ing the time they are acquiring accomplifh-
ments, the only improvement they are ex-
cited,"
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cited, by their flation in fociety, to acquir
This overfiretched fenfibility naturally re-
laxes the other powers of the mind, and

prevents intelle@ from attaining that fove-
reignty which it ought to attain to render a
rational creature ufeful to others

e

tent with its own ftation : f

the underflanding, as life
only method pointed out by nature to calm

fions.

the p:

Satiety has a very different cffe@, and
I have often been forcibly ftruck by an em-

phatical defcription of damnation : —when the

dpirit is repre
with abortive cagernefs
unable to enjoy any thing without the orga
of fenfe, Yet, to their fenfes, are women made
flaves, becaufe it is by their fenfibility that
they obtain prefent power.

And will mo rt, th
this is the condition in which one half of the

ited as continually hovering

ound the defiled body,

s

lifts pretend to af at

human race fhould be encouraged to remain

with liftlefs inaivity and ftupid acquiefcence ?

Kind inftrucors! what were we created for ?

To remain, it may be faid, innocent ; th )

mean in a flate of childhood.—We mig

well never have been born, unlefs it w
2
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ceffary that we fhould be created to enable
man to acquire the noble privilege of reafon,
the power of difcerning good from evil, whilft
we lie dowh in the duft from whence we
were taken, never to rife again.—

It would be an endlefs tafk to trace the
variety of meannefles, cares, and {orrows,
into which women are plunged by the pre-
vailing opinion, that they were created’ ra-
ther to feel than reafon, and that all the
power they obtain, muft be obtained by their
charms and weaknefs :

¢ Fine by defec, and amisbly weak r

And, made by this amiable weaknefs entirely
dependent, excepting what they gain by illicit
{way, on man, not only for protetion, but ad-
vice, is it furprifing that, negleting the duties
that reafon alone points out,and thrinking from
trials calculated to ftrengthen théir minds,
they only exert themfelves to give their de-
fe&ts a gracefal covering, which may ferve
to heighten their charms in the eye of the
voluptuary, though it fink them below the
{cale of moral excellence?

Fragile in every fenfe of the word, they
are obliged to look up to man for every com-~
fort. In the moft trifling dangers they cling

to.
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to their fupport, with parafitical tenacity,
piteoufly demanding fuccour; and their sazz-
ral protector extends his arm, or lifts up his
voice, to guard the lovely trembler—from
what ? Perhaps the frown of an old cow, or
the jump of a moufe ; a rat, would be a feri-
ous danger. In the name of reafon, and
even common fenfe, what can fave fuch be-
ings from contempt ; even though they be
foft and fair ?

‘Thefe fears, when not affe@ted, may be very
pretty ; but they thew a degree of imbecility
that degrades a rational creature in a way
women are not aware of—for love and efteem
are very diftinét things.

I'am fully perfuaded that we fhould hear
of none of thefe infantine airs, if girls were
allowed to take fufficient exercife, and not
confined in clofe rooms till their mufcles are
relaxed, and their powers of digeftion de-
ftroyed. To carry the remark flill further,
if fear in girls, inftead of being cherithed, per-
haps, created, was treated in the fame man-
ner as cowardice in boys, we fthould quickly
{ee women with more dignified afpects. It
is true, they could not then with equal pro-
priety be termed the fweet flowers that finile

K 3 in




VINDICATION OF THE

in the walk of man; but they would be more:
refpectable members of fociety, and difcharge
the important duties of life by the light of
their own reafon. ¢ Educate women like
men,” fays Rouffeau, ¢ and the more they
¢ refemble ot fex the lefs power will they

¢ have over us. is the very point I

1 do not wifth them to have power

over men ; but over themfelves.
In the fame ftrain have I heard men argue
int inftru&ting the poor s for many are
ms that ariftocracy affumes. » ¢ Teach
L to read and write,” fay they, ¢ and
ou take them out of the ftation affigned
¢ them by nature.’  An eloquent Frenchman
has anfwered them, I will borrow his fenti-

But they know mnot, when they

make man a brute, that they may . expect
fant to fee him transformed into 2

every inft
ferocious beaft, | Without knowledge there
can be no morality !

Ignorance is a frail bafe for virtue! Yet,

that it is the condition for which woman was
zed, has been infilted upon by the

rs who have moft vehemently argued in

wri
favour of the fuperiority of man; a fupe-
riority not in degree, but effence ; though,
1]
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to foften the argument, they have laboured
to prove, with chivalrous generofity, that the
fexes ought not to be compared; man was
made to reafon, woman to feel': and that to-
gether, fleth'and fpirit, they make the moft
perfec whole, by blending happily reafon
and fenfibility into one charatter.

And what is fenfibility ? ¢ Quicknefs of fen-
¢ fation; quickiefs of perception ; delicacy.?
‘Thus is it defined by Dr. Johnfon; and the
definition gives me no other idea than of the
moft exquifitely polithed inftinét. I difcern
not a trace of the image of God in cither fen-
fation or matter. - Refined feventy times fe-
ven, they are ftill material ; intelle& dwells
not there; nor will fire ever make lead gold!

1 come round to my old argument ; if wo-
man be allowed to have an immortal foul,
the muft have, as the employment of life,
an underftanding to improve. And when, to
render the prefent ftate more complete,
though every thing proves it to be but a
fraftion of a mighty fum, fheis incited by pre-
fent gratification to forget her grand defti-
nation, Nature is counterated, or fhe was

born only to procreate and rot. Or, grant-
ing brutes, of every defcription, a foul, though

K 4 not
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and fenfibility may be the ftep, which they
are to take, in this life, towards the attain-
ment of reafon in the next ; fo that through
all eternity they will lag behind man, who,
| why we cannot tell, had the power given
| him of attaining reafon in his firft mode of
exiftence.

When I treat of the peculiar duties of wo-
men, as I fhould treat of the peculiar duties
of a citizen or father, it will be found that I
do not mean to infinudte that they fhould be
taken out of their families, {peaking of the
majority. ¢ He that hath wife and children,”
fays Lord Bacon, ¢ hath given hoftages to
fortune ; for they are impediments to great
enterprifes, cither of virtue or mifchief.
Certainly the beft works, and of greateft
merit for the public, have proceeded from
the unmarried or childlefs men.” I fay
the fame of women. But, the welfare of
{ociety is not built on extraordinary exertions
and were it more reafonably organized, there
would be ftill lefs need of great abilities, or
heroic virtues.

In the regulation of a family, in the edu-~
cation of children, underftanding, in an un-
{ophifticated

f not a reafonable one, the exercife of inftinét
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fophifticated fenfe, is particularly required :
firength both of body and mind; yet the
men who, by their writings, have moft
earneftly laboured to domefticate women, have
endeavoured, by arguments dictated by a grofs
appetite, that fatiety had rendered faftidious,
to weaken their bodies and cramp their minds.
But, if even by thefe finifter methods they
really perfuaded women, by working on their
feelings, to ftay at home, and fulfil the du-
ties of a mother and miftrefs of a family, I
fhould cautioufly oppofe opinions that led wo-
men to right condu&, by prevailing on them
to make the difcharge of a duty the bufinefs of
life, though reafon were infulted. ~ Yet, and [
appeal to experience, if by negleGting the un-
derftanding they ate as much, nay, more
detached from thefe domeftic duties, than
they could be by the moft ferious intellectual
purfuit, though it may be obferved, that the
mafs of mankind will never vigoroufly pur-
fue an intellectual objet *, I may be allowed
to infer that reafon is abfolutely neceflary to

# The mafs of mankind are rather the flaves of their ap-
petites than of their pafiions.

enable
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enab

a woman to perform any duty pros

perly, and I'muft again repeat, that fenfibi=

lity is not reafon

The comparift h fill occurs

c& the duties of

on with the
1

to me; for, wl

0 men
[unmmi?y, women will ‘do the fame; a com=
mon ftream hurri
thoughtlefs celerity
prevent a man from enlarging his underftand-

s them both along with

Riches and honours

ing, and enervate all his powers by reverfing
the order of nature, which has ever made true
pleafure the reward of labour. Pleafure:
enervating pleafure is, likewife, within wo-
men’s reach without earning it. But, till

hereditary poffeffions are f{pread abroad, how
cxpet men to be proud of virs
tue? And, till they are, women will govern
them by the moft dire@ means, neglecting
their dull domeftic duties to catch the pleas
fure that is on the wing of time.
¢ 'The power of the woman,’ fays fome
author, ¢ is her fenfibility ;' and men, not
aware of the confequence, do all they can to

can we

make this power fwallow up every other,
Thofe who conftantly employ their fenfibi-
ave moft: for example; poets,
P(lll][(’l's‘

lity will
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painters, and compofers #.  Yet, when the
fenfibility is thus increafed at the expence of
reafon, and even the imagination, why de
philofophical men complain of their fickle~
nefs ?, The fexual attention’ of man particu-~
larly a&s on female fenfibility, and this fym-
pathy has been exercifed from their youth
up. A hufband cannot long thofe at-
tentions with the paffio

1 .net

lively emotions, and the heart, accuftomed to

lively emotions, turns to a new lover, or
pines in fecret, the prey of virtue or prus
dence. I mean when the heart has really been
rendered fufceptible, and the tafte formed ;

for I am apt to. conclude, from what I have
{een in fafhionable life, that vanity is oftener
foftered than fenfibility by the mode of edu-~
cation, and the intercourfe between the fexes,
which I have reprobated ; and that coquetry
more frequently proceeds from vanity than
from that inconflancy, which overftrained

{enfibility naturally produces.

# Men of this defeription pour it into their compofix
samate the grofs materials ; and, moulding
with paflion, give to the inert body a foul ; but, in

Another
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Another argument that has had a great
weight with me, muft, I think, have fome
force with every confiderate, benevolent heart.
Girls who have been thus weakly educated,
are often cruelly left by their parents without
any provifion ; and, of courfe, are dependent
on, not only the reafon, but the bounty of their
brothers. Thefe ‘brothers are, to view the
faireft fide of the queftion, good fort of men,
and give as a favour, what children of the
fame parents had an equal right to. 1In this
equivocal humiliating fituation, a docile fe-
male may remain fome time, with a tolerable
degree of comfort. But, when the brother
marries, a probable circumftance, from being
confidered as the miftrefs of the family, fhe
is viewed with averted Jooks as an intruder,
an unneceffary burden on the benevolence of
the mafter of the houfe, and his new partner.

Who can recount the mifery, which many
unfortunate beings, whofe minds and bodies
are equally weak, fuffer in fuch fituations—
unable to work, and afhamed to beg ? The
wife, a cold-hearted, narrow-minded, wo-
man, and this is not an unfair fuppofition 3
for the prefent mode of education does not
tend to enlarge the heart any more than the

under-
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underftanding, is jealous of the little kindnefs
which her hufband fhews to his relations ; and
her fenfibility not rifing to humanity, the is
difpleafed at feeing the property of der chil-
dren lavifhed on an helplefs fifter.

Thefe are matters of fa&, which have
come under my eye, again and again. The
confequence is obvious, the wife has recourfe
to cunning to undermine the habitual affec-
tion, which fhe is afraid openly to oppofe;
and neither tears nor carefles are fpared till
the fpy is worked out of her home, and
thrown on the world, unprepared for its dif-
ficulties; or fent, as a great effort of genero-
fity, or from fome regard to propriety, with
a {mall ftipend, and an uncultivated mind, into
joylefs folitude.

Thefe two women may be much upon 2
par, with refpe to reafon and humanity s
and changing fituations, might have ated
juft the fame felfith part ; but had they been
differently educated, the cafe would alfo have
been very different. The wife would not
have had that fenfibility, of which felf is the
centre, and reafon might have taught her not
to exped, and not even to be flattered, by
the affection of her hufband, if it led him to

8 violate
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violate prior duties. ~ She would wifh not to
Jove him merely becaufe he loved her, but
on aceount of his virtues; and the fifter
might have been able to ftruggle for herfelf
inftead of eating the bitter bread of de-
pendence.

I am, indeed, perfuaded that the heart, as
well as the under ftanding, is opened by cul~
ar {o
clear, ﬁx‘mgthtning the organs; I am not now
talking of momentary flathes of fenfibility,
but of affeions. And, perhaps, in the edu-
cation of both fexes, the moft difficult tatk is
fo to adjuft

tivation ; and by, which may not app:

oftruction as not to narrow the
underftanding, whilft the heart is warmed by
the generous j of fpring, juft
clecric fermentation of the f

aifed by the
fon; nor to
dry up the feelings by employing the mind
in inveftigations remote from life.

With refped to women, when they re-

ceive a careful education, they are cither made
fine ladies, brimful of ﬁ,‘niib]lity, and teeming
with capricious fancies; or mere notable Wo-
men. ‘The latter are often friendly, honeft
creatures, and have a fhrewd kind of good
{enfe joined with worldly prudence, that often
render them more ufefy] members of fociety

than
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than the fine fentimental lady, though they
poffefs neither greatnefs of mind nor tafte.
‘The intelleual world is fhut againft them s
take them out of their family or neighbour-
hood, and they ftand flill; the mind finding
no employment, for literature affords a fund
of amufement which they have never fought
1y to defpife. The foh-

¢ of more cultivated minds

to relith, but frequer

timents and t
lous, even in thofe whom chance
and family conneftions have led them to
love ; but in mere acquaintance they think it

all Tation.

appear ric

A man of fenfe can only love fuch a woman
on account of her fex, and refpe@ her, becaufe
theis atrufty fervant, He lets her, to preferve
his own peace, fcold the fervants, and go to
church in clothes made of the very beft mate-
rials. A man of her own fize of underftand

3
would, probably, not agree fo well with hers
for he might with to encroach on her prero-
gative, and manage fome domeftic concerns
himfelf. Yet women, whofe minds are not
enlarged by cultivation, or the natural felfith-
nefs of fenfibility expanded by refletion, are
very unfit to manage a family; for, by an
undue ftretch of power, they are always ty-

6 annizing




rannizing to fupport a fuperiority that only

refts on the arbitrary diftinétion of fortune.

‘The evil is fometimes more ferious, and do-
¥ | meftics are deprived of innocent indulgences,
| and made to work beyond their ftrength, in
order to enable the notable woman to keep a
better table, and outfhine her neighbours in
finery and parade. If fhe attend to her chil~
dren, it is, in general, to drefs them in a
coftly manner—and, whether this attention
arifes from vanity or fondnefs, it is equally
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pernicious.

Befides, how many women of this defcrip-
tion pafs their days; or, at leaft, their even-
ings, difcontentedly. ‘Their hufbands ac-
knowledge that they are good managers, and
chafte wives ; but leave home to feek for
more agreeable, may 1 be allowed to ufe a
fignificant French word, piguant fociety;
and the patient drudge, who fulfils her tafk,
like a blind horfe in a mill, is defrauded of
her juft reward; for the wages due to her
are the careffes of her hufband ; and women
who have {o few refources in themfelves, do
not very patiently bear this privation of a na-
tural right.

A fine lady, on the contrary, has been
taught
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taught to look down with contempt on the
vulgar employments of life; though fhe has
only been incited to acquire accomplithments
that rife a degree above fenfe ; for even corpo-
real accomplithments cannot be acquired with
any degree of precifion unlefs the underftand-
ing has been ftrengthened by exercife. With-
out a foundation of principles tafte is fuperfi-

cial; and grace muft arife from fomething
deeper than imitation. The imagination,
however, is heated, and the feelings rendered
fattidious, if not fophifticated ; or, a counter-
poife of judgment is not acquired, when the
heart fiill remains artlefs, though it becomes
too tender.

Thefe women are often amiable ; and their
hearts are really more fenfible to general be-
nevolence, more alive to the fentiments that
civilize life, than the fquare-clbowed family
drudge; but, wanting a due proportion of
refletion and felf-government, they only in-
{pire love; and are the miftrefles of their huf~
bands, whilft they have any hold on their
affections; and the platonic friends of his
male acquaintance. Thefe are the fair de-
fe&s in nature; the women who appear to be
created not to enjoy the fellowthip of man, but

L to
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to fave him from finking into abfolute brutas
s of his

ce to give

lity, by rubbing off the rough an
charater ; and by playful dall
{fome dignity to the appetite that draws him
to them.—Gracious Creator of the whole hu-
t thou created fuch a being

‘man race! ha
as woman, who can trace thy wifdom in thy
works, and feel that thou alone art’ by thy
calted ‘above her,—for no better
purpofc 7=—Can  fhe ‘believe "that fhe was
only made to fubmit to man, her equal;

nature,

a being, who, like her, was fent into the
world to acquire  virtue }—Can fhe con-

fent to be occupied merely to pleafe him ;

merely to adorn the earth, when her foul is

cap:

le of rifing to thee ! —And can the reft
fupinely dependent on man for reafon, when
the ought to mount with him 'the arduous
fteeps of knowledge F—

Yet, if love be the fupreme good, let wo-
men be only educated to infpire it, and let
every charm be polifhed to intoxicate the
fenfes; but, if they are moral beings, let
them have a chance to become intelligent 3
and let love to man be only a part of that
glowing flame of univerfal love, which, after
encircling humanity, mounts in grateful in-

cenfe to God.
'l‘ﬂ
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To fulfil domeftic duties much refolution
is neceffary, and a ferious kind of perfever-
ance that requires a more firm fupport than
emotions, however lively and true to nature.
To give an example of order, the foul of
virtue, fome aufterity of behaviour muft be
adopted, fearcely to be expected from a being
who, from its infancy, has been made the
weathercock of its own fenfations. Who-
ever rationally means to be ufeful muft have
a plan of condué ; and, in the difcharge of the
fimpleft duty, we are often obliged to a& con-
trary to the prefent impulfe of tendernefs or
compaffion. Severity is frequently the moft
certain, as well as the moft fublime proof of
affe¢tion ; and the want of this power over
the feclings, and of -that lofty, dignified
affection, which makes a perfon prefer the
future good of the beloved objed to a prefent
gratification, is the reafon why fo many fond
mothers {poil their children, and has made it
queftionable whether negligence or indulgence
is moft hurtful; but I am inclined to think,
that the latter has done moft harm.

Mankind feem to agree that children fhould
be left under the management of women dur-
ing their childhood. . Now, from all the ob-

2 fervation
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fervation that T have been able to make, wo=
men of fenfibility are the moft unfit for this
tafk, becaufe they will infallibly, carried
away by their feelings, fpoil a child’s temper.
"The management of the temper, the fitft, and
moft important branch of education, requires
the fober fteady eye of reafon; a plan of con-
duét equally diftant from tyranny and indul-
gence: yet thefe are the extremes that peo-
ple of {enfibility alternately fall into; always
beyond the marks I have followed

{hootir
this train of reafoning much further, till Thave
concluded, that a perfon of genius is the moft
improper perfon to be employed in education,
public or private. Minds of this rare fpecies
fee things too much in maffes, and feldom,
if ever; have a good temper.  That habitual
cheetfulnefs, termed gocd-humour, is, per-
haps, as feldom united with great mental
powers, as with firong feelings. And thofe
people who follow, with inter ¢t and admira-
tion, the flights of genius; or, with cooler
approbation fuck in the inftrution which
has been elaborately prepared for them by the
profound thinker, ought not to be difgufted,
if they find the former choleric, and the lat-
ter morofe ; becaufe livelinefs of fancy, and

a tenacious
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a tenacious comprehenfion of mind, are fearcely
compatible with that pliant urbanity which
leads a man, at leaft, to bend to the opinions
and prejudices of others, inftead of roughly
confronting them.

But,  treating of education or manners,
minds of a fuperior clafs are not to be confi-
dered, they may be left to chance; it is the
multitude, with moderate abilities, who call
for inftrucion, and catch the colour of the
atmofphere they breathe. This refpectable
concourfe, I contend, men and women, thould
not have their fenfations heightened in the
hot-bed of luxurious indolence, at the expence
of their underftanding 5 for, unlefs there be a
ballaft of underftanding, they will never be-
come either virtuous or free : an ariftocracy,
founded on property, or fterling talents, will
ever fweep before it, the alternately timid,
and ferocious, {laves of feeling,

Numberlefs are the arguments, to take an-
other view of the fubjed, brought forward
with a thew of reafon ; becaufe fuppofed to
be deduced from nature, that men have ufed
morally and phyfically, to degrade the fex. I
muft notice a few.

Lz The
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The female underftanding has often been
{poken of with contempt, as arriving fooner at
maturity than the male. 1 fhall not anfwer
this argument by alluding to the carly proofs
of reafon, as well as genius, in Cowley, Mil-
ton, and Pope *, but only appeal to expe-
rience to decide whether young men, who
are eatly introduced into company (and ex-
amples now abound), do not acquire the fame
precocity.  So notorious is this fat, that the
bare mentioning of it muft bring before peo-
ple, who at all mix in the world, the idea of
a number of {waggering apes of men, whofe
underftandings are narrowed by being brought
into the focicty of men when they ought to
have been fpinning a top or twirling a hoop.

It has alfo been afferted, by fome natural-
ifts, that men do not attain their full growth
and flrength till thirty ; but that women ar-
rive at maturity by twenty. I apprehend
that they reafon on falfe ground, led aftray
by the male prejudice, which deems beauty
the perfection of woman—mere beauty of fea
tures and complexion, the vulgar acceptation
of the word, whilft male beauty is allowed to

* Many other names might be added
have
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have fome connection with themind. Strength
of body, and that charatter of countenance,
which the French term a phyfionome, wo-
men do not acquire before thirty, any more
than men. The little artlefs tricks of chil-
dren, it is true, are particularly pleafing and
attra@ive ; yet, when the pretty frefhnefs of
youth is worn off, thefe artlefs graces become
ftudied airs, and difguft every perfon of tafte.
In the countenance of girls we only look for
vivacity and bathful modefty ; but, the fpring-
tide of life over, we look for foberer fenfe in
the face, and for traces of pa
the dimples of animal fpirits ; expeding to
fee individuality of chara&er, the ouly faf-
tener of the affections *. We then wifh to
converfe, not to fondle; to give fcope to our
imaginations as well as to the fenfations of
our hearts.

At twenty the beauty of both fexes is
equal; but the libertinifm of man leads him

fion, inftead of

to make the diftinction, and fuperannuated
coquettes are commonly of the fame opinion 3

for, when they

no longer infpire love,

proportion ds the charaé
loved, is loft in that of the individuzl,

Jlp they
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they pay for the vigour and vivacity of youth.
‘The French, who admit more of mind into
their notions of beauty, give the preference to
women of thirty. T mean to fay that they
allow women to be in their moft perfect ftate,
when vivacity gives place to reafon, and to that
| mageftic ferioufnefs of charadter, which marks
maturity ;—or, the refting point. In youth,
till twenty, the body fhoots out, till thirty
the folids are attaining a degree of denfity;
and the flexible mufcles, growing daily more
rigid, give charader to the countenance ; that
. is, they trace the operations of the mind
with the iron pen of fate, and tell us not
only what powers are within, but how they
y have been employed.

It is proper to obferve, that animals who
arrive flowly at maturity, are the longeft
lived, and of the nobleft fpecies. Men can-
not, however, claim any natural fuperiority
from the grandeur of longevi ys for in

y is another phyfical degradation ;
ible argument for a cuftom, that

and a pla
blafts every domeftic virtue, is drawn from
the well-attefted fad, that in the countries

where
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where it is eftablithed, more females are born
than males. This appears to be an indication
of nature, and to nature, apparently reafon-
able {peculations muft yield. A further
conclufion obvioufly prefented itfelf; if po-

lygamy be neceflary, woman muft be inferior
to man, and made for him,
With refpec to the formation of the fetus

in the womb, we are very ignorant; but it

appears to me probable, that an

accidental
phyfical caufe may account for this pheno-
menon, and prove it not to be a law of na-
ture. I have met with fome pertinent obfer-
vations on the fubje& in Forfter’s Account of
the Ifles of the South-Sea, that will explain
my meaning. After obferving that of the
two fexes amonglt a

al
ous and hotteft conftitution
d

o T {
, the mpft vi

ways prevai
ds,—¢ If this be
itants of Africa, it is evi-
dent that the men there, 2
polygamy, are enervated by the ufe of fo

its kind; he

and produc

applied to the inhat

uftomed to

many women, and thercfore lefs vigorous 3

the women, on the contrary, are of a hotter
¢ conftitution,not only onaccount of their more

itable nerves, more fe1

(ible organization,
ncy 5 but likewife be
¢ they

¢ and more lively

e
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¢ theyare deprived in their matrimony of that
¢ thare of phyfical love which, in a mono-
¢ gamous condition, would all be theirs ; and
thus, for the above reafons, the generality
of children are born females.”

¢ In the greater part of Europe it has been
proved by the moft accurate lifts of morta-
lity, that the proportion of men to women
is nearly equal, or, if any difference takes
place, the males born are more numerous,

in the proportion of 105 to 100.”

The neceflity of polygamy, therefore, does
not appear; yet when a man feduces a wo-
man, it thould, I think, be termed a left-
banded marriage, and the man thould be legally
obliged to maintain the woman and her chil-
dren, unlefs adultery, a natural divorcement,
abrogated the law. And this law fhould re-
main in force as long as the weaknefs of wo-

men caufed the word feduion to be ufed as
an excufe for their frailty and want of prin-
ciple ; nay, while they depend on man for a
fubfiftence, inftead of earning it by the exer-
of their own hands or heads. But thefe
women thould not, in the full meaning of

the rdariuuﬂ]ip. be termed wives, or the very
purpofe of marriage would be fubverted, and

all




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. ~ 155

all thofe endearing charities that flow from
perfonal fidelity, and give a fan&ity to the
tie, when neither love nor friendfhip unites
the hearts, would melt into felfithne(s. The
woman who is faithful to the father of her
children demands refpect, and fhould not be
treated like a proftitute; though I readily
grant that if it be neceflary for a man and wo-
man to live together in order to bring up their
offspring, nature never intended that a man
{fhould have more than one wife.

Still, highly as'I refpect marriage, as the
foundation of almoft every focial virtue, I
cannot avoid feeling the moft lively compaf-
fion for thofe unfortunate females who are
broken off from fociety, and by one error
torn from all thofe affections and relationthips
that improve the heart and mind. It does
not frequently even deferve the name of er-
ror; for many innocent girls become the
dupes of a fincere, affeitionate heart, and flill
more are, as it may emphatically be termed,
ruined before they know the difference be-
tween virtue and vice :—and thus prepared
by their education for infamy, they become
infamous.  Afylums and Magdalenes are
pot the proper remedics for thefe abufes. It

13
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is juftice, not charity, that is wanting in the
world !

A woman who has loft her honour, ima-
gines that the cannot full lower, and as for
recovering her former ftation, it is impoffible 5
no exertion can wath this ftain away. Lofing
thus every fpur, and having 10 other means
of fupport, proftitution becomes her only re~
fuge, and the chara&er is quickly depraved
by circumftances over which the poor wretch
has little power, unlefs fhe pofleffes an un-
common portion of fenfe and loftinefs of fpirit,
Neceflity never makes proftitution the bufi-
nefs of men’s liv

though numberlefs are
the women who are thus rendered fyftemati-
cally vicious. “This, however, a

5, 102
great degree, from the ftate of idlenefs in
which women are educated, who are always
taught to ook up to man for a maintenance,
and to confi

er their perfons as the proper

return for
Meretr; , and the whole fcience of
wantonnefs, has then a more powerful ftimu-
lus tk

exertions to fupport them,

cither appetite or vanity ; and this
remark gives force to the pr ailing opinion,
ity -
able in woman. Her charatter depends on,
the

that with
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the ebfervance of one virtue, though the only
paffion foftered in her heart—is love. Nay,
the Honour of a woman is not made even to
depend on her will.

‘When Richardfon * makes Clariffa tell Love-
Tace that he had robbed her of her honour, he
muift have had ftrange notions of honour and
virtue. ' Fot, miferable beyond all names of
mifery is the condition of a being, who could
be degraded without its own confent ! This
excefs of ftrinefs 1 have heard vindicated as
4 falutary error. I fhall anfiwer in the words
of Leibnitz—¢ Errors are often ufeful ; but it
is commonly to remedy other errors.”

Moft of the evils of life arife from a defire
of prefént enjoyment that outruns itfelf. rhc
obedience required of women in the mari
ftate comes under this defcription ; the mmd
naturally weakened by depending on autho-

rity, never exerts its own powers, and the
obedient wife is thus rendered a weak indo=
lent mother. Or, fuppofing that this is not
always the confequence, a futureftate of exift-
ence is fcarcely taken into the reckoning when

* Dr. Young fupports the fame. opinion, in his plays,
when ke talks of the misfortune that fhunned the light
of day.

3 only
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only negative virtues are cultivated. For,
in treating of morals, particularly when
women are alluded to, writers have too
often confidered virtue in a very limited
fenfe, and made. the foundation of it Jolely
worldly utility 5 nay, a ftill more fragile bafe
has been given to this ftupendous fabric, and
the wayward fluctuating feelings of men have
been made the ftandard of virtue. Yes, vir-
tue as well as religion, has been fubjeted to
the decifions of tafte.

It would almoft provoke a fmile of con-
tempt, if the vain abfurdities of man did not
firike us on all fides, to obferve, how cager
men are to degrade the fex from whom they
pretend to receive the chief pleafure of life ;
and I have frequently with full conviction
retorted Pope’s farcafm on them ; or, to {peak
explicitly, it has appeared to me applicable to
the whole human race. A love of pleafure or
{way feems to divide mankind, and the huf-
band who lords it in his little harem thinks
only of his pleafure or his convenience. To
fuch lengths, indeed, does an intemperate
love of pleafure carry fome prudent men, or
worn out libertines, who marry to have a
fafe bed-fellow, that they feduce their own
wives,
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wives.—Hymen banifthes modefty, and chafte
love takes its flight.

Love, confidered as an animal appetite,
cannot long feed on itfelf without expiring.
And this extin&ion, in its own flame, may
be termed the violent death of love. But the
wife who has thus been rendered licentious,
will probably endeavour to fill the void left
by the lofs of her hufband’s attentions; for
the cannot contentedly become merely an
upper fervant after having been treated like
a goddefs. She is ftill handfome, and, in-
ftead of transferring her fondnefs to her chil-
dren, the only dreams of enjoying the fun-
thine of life. Befides, there are many huf-
bands fo devoid of fenfe and parental affeétion,
thatduring the firft effervefcence of voluptuous
fondnefs they refufe to let their wives fuckle
their children. They are only to drefs and
live to pleafe them : and love—even innocent
love, foon finks into lafcivioufnefs when the
exercife of a duty is facrificed to its in-
dulgence.

Perfonal attachment is a very happy foun-
dation for friendfhip ; yet, when even two vir-
tuous young people marry, it would, per=
haps, be happy if fome circumftances checked

their
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their paffion ; if the recollettion of fome prior
tachment, or difappointed affection, made

on one fide, at leaft, rather a match founded
on efteem. In that cafe they would look
beyond the orefent moment, and try to ren=
der the whole of life refpectable, by forming
a plan to regulate a friendfhip which only
death ought to diffolve.

Friendthip
(ublime of all affeGions, becaufe it is founded
on priiciple, and cemented by time. = The
very reverfe may be faid of love. Ina great
degree, love and friendthip cannot fubfift in
the fame bofom ; .even when infpired by dif-
ferent objedts they weaken or deftroy each
other, and for the fame obje& can only be felt
in fucceffion. The vain fears and fond jealou-

a ferious affetion ; the moft

{ies, the winds which fan the flame of love,
when judicioufly or artfully tempered, are
both incompatible with the tender confidence
and fincere refpet of friendthip.

Love, fuch as the glowing pen of genius

has traced, exifts not on earth, or only refides

in thofe exalted, fervid imaginations that have
fketched fuch dangerous pictures. Danger-
ous, becaufe they not only afford a plaufible
excufe, to the voluptuary who difguifes {heer

fenfuality
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fenfuality under a fentimenta

ion

fpread affecta

goity of virtue. * Virtue
imports, thould hav
nefs, if not au."t
trick her out i

Pleafure prepares the fading wre
mixes the intoxicating

calm

refult

the fame flyle, draws the picture of lv e, as

it dray with thofe
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ing colours, which the daring hand will fteal
from the rainbow that is dire@ed by a mind,
condemned in a world like this, to prove its
noble origin by panting after unattainable
perfection ; ever purfuing what it acknow-
ledges to be a fleeting dream. An imagina-
tion of this vigorous caft can give exiftence
to infubftantial forms, and ftability to the
fhadowy reveries which the mind naturally
falls into when realities are found vapid. It
can then depict love with celeftial charms,
nd ide
e a degree of mutual a

—it can
that fhall
refine the foul, and not expire when it has
;” and, like de-

and dote on the gr:

imag

ferved as a ¢ fcale to heavenly

votion, make it abforb every meaner affe&ion

and defire. In each others arms, as in a tem-

ple, with its fummit loft in the clot
world is to be fhut out, and every thought
and with, that do not nurture pure
and permanent virtue.—Permanent v

ala

! Rouffeau, refpectable vifion

! thy pa-

radife would foon be violated by the entrance
&ed gueft. Like Mil

would only contain angels, or men funk be-

of fome unexpe

low the dignity of rational creatures. Hap-
el F
pinefs is not material, it cannot be feen or

felt !
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felt 1 Yet the eager purfuit of the good which
every one fhapes to his own fancy, proclaims
man the lord of this lower world, and to be
an intelligential creature, who is not to re-
ceive, but acquire happinefs. They, there-
fore, who complain of the delufions of paf-
fion, do not recolleét that they are exclaim-
ing againt a ftrong p‘roof of the immortality
of the foul.

But leaving fuperior minds to corre them-
felves, and pay dearly for their experience, it is
neceflary toobferve, that it is not againtt {trong,
pﬁrfevering paffions; but romantic wavering
feelings that I with to guard the female heart
by exercifing the underftanding : for thefe
paradifaical reveries are oftener the effect of
idlenefs than of a lively fancy.

Women have feldom fufficient ferious em-
ployment to filence their feelings; a round of
little cares, or vain purfuits frittering away
all ftrength of mind and organs, they be-
come naturally only objects of fenfe.—In fhort,
the whole tenour of female education (the
education of fociety) tends to render the beft
difpofed romantic and inconftant; and the
remainder vain and mean. In the prefent

ftate of fociety this evil can fcarcely be reme-
M 2 died,
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died, I am afraid, in the flighteft degrees
fhould a more laudable ambition ever gain
ground they may be brought nearer to nature
and reafon ; and become more virtuous and
ufeful as they grow more refpectable.

But, I will'venture to affert that their rea-
fon will never acquire fufficient firength to
enable it to regulate their conduét, whilft the
making an appearance in the world is the firft
wifh of the majority of mankind. To, this

weak with the natural affc&ions, and the moft

ufeful virtues are facrificed. Girls marry

\ merely to better themfelves, to borrow a fig-

nificant vulgar phrafe, and have fuch perfect
power over their hearts

not to permit them-
felves to fall in love till a man with a fupe-
riour fortune offers. On this fubjeé I mean to
enlarge in a future chapter ; it is only necef-
fary to drop a hint at prefent, becaufe women
are {o often degraded by fuffering the felfith
prudence of age to chill the ardour of youth.
From the fame fource flows an opinion that
voung girls ought to dedicate great part of
their time to needle-work ; yet, this employ-
ment contrads their faculties more than any
other that could have been chofen for them,
by confining their thoughts to their perfons._
Men
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Men order their clothes to be made, and have
done with the fubjeét; women make their
own clothes, neceflary or ornamental, and
are continually talking about them ; and their
thoughts follow their hands, Itisnotindeed the
making of neceflaries that weakens the mind 3
but the frippery of drefs. For when a woman
in the lower rank of life makes her hufband’s
and children’s clothes, the does her duty, this
is her part of her bufinefs ; but when women
work only to drefs better than' they could
otherwife afford, it is worfe than theer lofs of
time. To render the poor virtuous they muft
be employed, and women' in the middle rank
of life, did they not ape the fathions of the
nobility, without catching their eafe, might
employ them, whillt they themfelves ma-
naged their familics, inftruéted their children,
and exercifed their own minds. Garden-
ing, experimental philofophy, and literature,
would afford them fubjecs to think of and
matter for converfation, that in fome degree
would exercife their underftandings, The
converfation of French women, who are not
{o rigidly nailed to their chairs to twift lappets,
and knot ribbons, is frequently fuperficial ;
but, I contend, that it is not half fo infipid
as that of thofe Englith women whofe time

M 3 is
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is fpent in making caps, bonnets, and the
whole mifchief of trimmings, not to mention
thopping, bargain-hunting, &c. &c.: and it is
the decent, prudent women, who are moft
degraded by thefe practices ; for their motive
is fimply vanity. The wanton who exercifes
her tafte to render her perfon alluring, has
{fomething more in view.

Thefe obfervations all branch out of a
general one,” which I have before made, and

which cannot be too often infifted upon, for, *

{peaking of men, women, or profeflions, it
will be found that the employment of the
thoughts fhape the character both generally
and individually. The thoughts of women
ever hover round their perfons, and is it {ur-
prifing that their perfons are reckoned mofk
valuable? Yet fome degree of liberty of
mind is neceffary even to form the perfon 3
and this may be one reafon why fome gentle
wives have fo few attradtions befide that
of fex. Add to this, fedentary employments
render the majority of women fickly—and
falfe notions of female excellence make them
proud of this delicacy, though it be another
fetter, that by calling the attention, conti-
nually to the body, cramps the ativity of
the mind.

‘Women
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Women of quality feldom do any of the
manual part of their drefs, confequently only
their tafte is exercifed, and they acquire, by
thinking lefs of the finery, when the bufinefs
of their toilet is over, that eafe, which fel-
dom appears in the deportment of women,
who drefs merely for the fake of drefling.
In fa&, the obfervation with refpe&t to' the
middle rank, the one in which talents thrive
beft, extends not to women ; for thofe of the
fuperior clafs, by catching, at leaft, a fmat-
tering of literature, and converfing more with
men, on general topics, acquire more know-
ledge than the women who ape their fathions
and faults without {haring their advantages.
‘With refpec to virtue, to ufe.the word in a
comprehenfive fenfe, I have feen moft in low
life. Many poor women maintain their chil-
dren by the fweat of their brow, and keep
together families that the vices of the fathers
would have fcattered abroad; but gentle-
women are too indolent to be actively vir-
tuous, and are foftened rather than refined
by civilization. Indeed, the good fenfe which
1 have met with, among the poor women who
have had few advantages of education, and
yet have atted heroically, firongly confirmed

M 4 me
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| me in the opinion that trifling employments
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have rendered woman a trifler. Men, tak-
ing her ¥ body, the mind is left to ruft; fo
that while phyfical love encrvates man, as
being his favourite recreation, he will endea-

vour to enflave woman:—and, who can

tell, how many generations may be neceffary
to give vigour to the virtue and talents of the

fieed pofterity of abject flaves 12

In tracing the caufes that, in my opi-
nion, have degraded woman, I have con-
fined my obfervations to fuch as univerfally
a& upon the morals and manners of the whole

x, and to me it appea

clear that they all
{pring from want of underftanding. Whe-
ther this arife from a phyfical or accidental
weaknefs of -faculties, time alone can deter-
mine ; for I fhall not lay a any great ftrefs on the
cxample of a few women § who, from hav-

ing
* T take her body,’ fays Ranger.
pofing that women are voluntary flaves—la-

¢ very of any kind is unfavourable to human happinefs and
¢ improvement,’ Kuox's Effays.

1 Sappho, Eloifs, Mrs. Macaulay, the Emprefs of Ruf-
fia, Madame d&’Eon, &c. Thefe, and many more,
may
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ing received a mafculine education, have ac-
quired courage and refolution ; I only con-
tend that the men who have been placed in
fimilar fituations, have acquired a fimilar
charadter—I1 fpeak of bodies of men, and
that men of genius and talents have ftarted
out of a clafs, in which women have never
yet been placed.

may be reckoned exceptions ; and, are not all heroes, as
well as heroines, exceptions to general rules? I wifh

to fee women neither heroines nor brutes ; but reafonable
creatures.

CHAP.
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CEER AP

ANTMADVERSIONS ON SOME OF THE WRI-
TERS WHO HAVE RENDERED WOMEN OH-

JECTS OF PITY, EORDERING ON CoN-
TEMPT.

Tus opinions fpecioufly fupported, in fome
modern publications on the female character
and education, which have given the tone to
moft of the obfervations made, in a more cur-
{ory manner, on the fex, remain now to be
examined.

SiE CHTe

Isuarn begin with Rouffeau, and give a
fketch of the charater of women, in his own
words, mlcrlpcrfm;)y comments and reflec-
tions. My comments, it is true, will all
fpring from a few fimple principles, and
might have been deduced from what I have
already faid; but the artificial ftruture has
been: raifed with fo much ingenuity, that it

feems
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feems neceffary to attack it in a"more circum-
ftantial manner, and make the application
myfelf.

Sophia, fays Rouffeau, fhould be as per-
fec a woman as Emilius is. a man, and to
render her fo, it is neceflary to examine the
character which nature has given to the
fex.

He then proceeds to prove that woman
ought to be weak and paffive, becaufe the has
lefs bodily firength than man; and, from
hence infers, that the was formed to pleafe
and to be fubject to him; and that it is her
duty to render herfelf agrecatle to her maf-
ter—this being the grand end of her exift-
ence*. Still, however, to give a little mock
dignity to luft, he infifts that man thould not
exert his ftrength, but depend on the will of
the woman, when he fecks for pleafure
with her.

¢ Hence we deduce a third confequence
¢ from the different conftitutions of the fexes;
¢ which is, that the ftrongeft fhould be maf-
¢ ter in appearance, and be dependent in fact
¢ on the weakeft; and that not from any

# T have already inferted the paffage, page 99-
5 frivolous
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olous pratice of gallantry or vanity of
prote&orthip, but from an invariable law
of nature, which, furnithing woman with
a greater facility to excite defires than fhe
has given man to fatisfy them, makes the
Iatter dependsnt on the good pleafure of the
former, and compels him to endeavour to
pleafe in his turn, in order to obtain her
confent that he fhould be firongefl *. On
thefe occafions, the moft delightful cir-
cumflance a man finds in  his vidtory is, to
doubt whether it was the woman’s weak-
nefs that yielded to his fuperior ftrength,
or whether her inclinations fpoke in his

¢ favour: the females are alfo generally art-

ful enough to leave this matter in doubt,
The underftanding of women anfwers in
thi
fo far from being athamed of their w eaknefs,
they glory in it ; their tender mufcles make
no refiftance; they affe to be incapable of
lifting the fmalleft burthens, and would
blufh to be thought robuft and frong. To
what purpofe is all this? Not merely for
the fake of appearing delicate, but through

refpe& perfedtly to their conflitution ;

¢ an artful precaution : it is thus they pro-

* What nonfenfe !
¢ vide
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¢ vide an excufe beforehand, and a right to
¢ be feeble when they think it expedient *.”
1 have quoted this pafiage, left my read-
ers fhould fufpect that I warped the author’s
reafoning to {upport my own arguments. I
have already afferted’ that in educating: wo-

men thefe fundamental principles lead to a fyf-

tem of cunning and lafcivioufne
an to have been formed

Suppofing w
only to pleafe, and be fubjet to man, the
conclufion is juft, fhe ought to facri

every other confideration to render he;
agrecable to him : and let this brutal defire
of felf-prefervation be the grand fpring: of
all her a&ions, when it is proved to be
the iron bed of fate, to fit which her cha-
racer fhould be ftretched or contracted, re-
gardlefs of all moral or, phyfical diftintions.
But, if, as I think, may be demonftrated, the
purpofes, of even this life, vie
are fubverted by
ignoble bafe, I may be allowed to doubt whe-

ving the whole,

s built upon this

ther woman was created for man: and,

though the cry of irreligion, or even atheifm,

be raifed againft me, 1 will fimply declare,

that were an angel from heaven to tell me
# Rouffeaw’s Emilivs, Vol, I1I. p. 168.

that
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that Mofes’s beautiful, poetical cofmogony,
and the account of the fall of man, were lite-
rally true, I'could not believe what my rea-
fon told me was derogatory to the charater
of the Supreme Being : and, having no fear
of the devil before mine eyes, I venture to
call this a fuggeftion of reafon, inftead of reft-
ing my weaknefs on the broad fhoulders of
the firft feducer of my frail fex.

¢ It being once demonftrated,” continues
Rouffeau, * that man and woman are not,
¢ nor ought to be, conflituted alike in tem-
¢ perament and charaer, it follows of courfe
¢ that they fhould not be educated in the fame
¢ manner. In purfuing the diretions of na-
¢ ture, they ought indeed to a& in concert,
but they thould not be engaged in the fame
employments : the end of their purfiits
thould be the fame, but ,the means they
thould take to accomplith them, and of
¢ confequence their taftes and inclinations,
thould be different *.*
¢ Whether I confider the peculiar deftina-
tion of the fex, obferve their inclinations,
or remark their duties, all things equally

* Roufleau’s Emilius, Vol, IIL, p. 176
¢ concur
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concur to point out the peculiar method of
education beft adapted to them. Woman
and man were made for each other; but

¢ their mutual dependence is not the fame.

The men depend on the women only on
account of their defires; the women on the
men both on account of their defires and
their neceflities: we could fubfift better
without them than they without us *,’

¢ For this reafon, thc education of the wo-
men fhould be always relative to the men.
To pleafe, to be ufeful to us, to make us love
and efteem them, to educate us when young,
and take care of us when grown up, toad-
vife, to confole us, to render our lives
cafy and agreeable ; thefe are the duties of
women at all times, and what they thould
be taught in their infancy.  So long as we
fail to recur to this principle, we run wide
of the mark, and all the precepts which

are given them contribute neither to their

bappinefs nor our own .’

¢ Girls are from their carlieft infancy fond

¢ of drefs. Not content with being pretty,

# Rouleaw’s Emilius, Vol IIL p. 179. 4 P. 181,
¢ they
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¢ they are defirous of being thought fo; we
¢ {ee, by all their little airs, that this thought
¢ engages their attention ; and they are hardly
¢ capable of underftanding what is faid to
¢ them, berore they.are to be governed by
¢ talking to them of ‘what people will think
¢ of their behaviour. The fame motive,
¢ however, indifcreetly made ufe’ of with
¢ boys, has not the fame effect: provided

¢ they are let to purfue their amufements at

¢ pleafure, they care very little what people
think of them.. Time and pains are necef
fary to fubject boys to this motive.

¢ Whencefoever girls derive this firft lef-
fon, it is a very good one. A’ the body is
¢ born, in a manner before the foul, our firft
concern fhould be to cultivate the former ;
this order is common to both fexes, but the
obje of that cultivation is different. Tn

the ‘one fex it is the developement of cor-
¢ poreal powers; in the other, that of per~
fonal charms : not that either the quality of
ftrength or beauty ought to' be confined
exclufively to one fex ; but only that the
order of the cultivation of both is in that
refpet reverfed.  Women certainly re-

7 ¢ quire
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quire as much ftrength as to enable them
to move and a& gracefully, and men as
much addrefs as to qualify them to act
with eafe.

¢ Children of both fexes have a great many
amufements in common 3 and {o they ought;
have they not alfo many fuch when they
are grown up? Each fex has alfo its pecu~
liar, tafte to_ diftinguifh in this particular.
Boys love fports of noife and: aivity ; to
beat the drum, to whip the top, and to
drag about their little carts: girls, on the
other -hand, are fonder of things of fhow
and ornament ; fuch as mirrours, trinkets,
and dolls :*the doll is the peculiar amufe-
ment of the females ; from whence we fee
their tafte plainly adapted to their deftin
tion. The phyfical part of the art of plea(-
ing lies in drefs ; and this is all which chil-
dren are capacitated to cultivate of that art.’

¢ Here then we fee a primary propenfity
firmly eftablithed, which you need only to
purfuc and regulate. The little creature
will doubtlefs be very defirous to know

I ¢ how
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how to drefs up hér doll, to make its fleeves
knots, its flounces, its head-drefs, &c. fhe
is obliged to have fo much recourfe to the
¢ people about her, for their affiftance in thefe
articles, that it would be much’ more agree~
able to her to owe them 4ll to her own in-
¢ duftry. Hence we have a good reafon for
the firft Teflons that are ufually taught thefe
¢ "young females : in which we do not appear
to be fetting ‘them a'tafk, but obliging
them, by inftructing them in what is ifn-
mediately ufeful to themfelves. And, in
fa&, almioft all of them learn with relud-
ance to read and'write; but very readily
apply themfelves to the ufe of theit' needles.
¢ They imagine themfelves already grown
¢ up, and think with pleafure that fuch qua-
lifications will enable them to decorate
themfelves.”

This is certainly only an education of the
Body'; but Rouffean i rot the only man who
has iidirectly faid that merely the perfon
of a young woman, without any mind, nne
tefs animal fpirits come under that deferip-
tion, is very pleafing. To render it weak,
and what fome may call beautiful, the un-
desftanding
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derftanding is negleGed, and, gitls forced to
fit fill, playwith,dolls and liften to foolith con~
verfations ;—the effe of habit is infifted upon
as an undoubted indication of nature: I know
it was Roufleaw’s opinion that the firft years
of youth fhould be emplpyed to form the
body, though in educating Emilius he deviates
from this plan; yet, the difference between
frengthening the body, on which ftrength
of mind in a great meafure depends, and only
giving it an eafy motion, is very wide,

Roufeau’s obfervations, it is proper to re+
mark, were made in a country where the art
of pleafing was refined only to extract the
groffnefs of vice.. He did not go back to na-
ture, or his raling appetite difturbed the.ope-
sations of reafon, elfe he would not have
drawn thefe crude inferences.

In Fr: rls, particularly the
latter, are only educated to pleafe; to ma-

wce boys and gi

exterior

nage their perfons, and regulate theit

behaviour; - and their minds are corrupted, at

a very early age, by the worldly and pious

cautions they receive to guard them againft

immodefty. I fpeak of paft times. The very

confeffions which mere childrén were obl
N a
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to make, and the queftions atked by the holy
men, I affert thefe fa&s on good authority,
were fufficient to imprefs a fexual charafer;
and the education of fociety was a fchool of
coquetry and art. At the age of ten or ele-
ven; nay, often much fooner, gitls began to
coquet, and talked, unreproved, of eftablifh-
ing themfelves in the world by marriage.

In fhort, they were made wemen, almoft
from their very birth, and compliments were
liftened to inftead “of inftrution. Thefe,
weakening the mind, Nature was fuppofed to
have a&ed like a ftep-mother, when fhe
formed this after-thought of creation.

Not allowing them underftanding, how-
ever, it was but confiftent to fubjeé them to
authority independent of reafon; and to pre-
pare them for this fubjection, he gives the
following advice :
¢ Girls ought to be aive and diligent
nor is that all; they fhould alfo be early
fubjected to reftraint. This misfortune, if
it really be one, is infeparable from their
¢ fex s nor do they ever throw it off ‘but to
¢ fuffer more cruel evils. They muft be fub-
¢ je, all their lives, to the moft conftant
¢ and fevere reftraint, which is that of deco-

‘

<

¢

rum :
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rum: it is, therefore, neceflary to accuf-
tom them early to fuch confinement, that
it may not afterwards coft them too dear ;
and to the fuppreffion of their caprices, that
they may the more readily fubmit to the
will of others. If, indeed, they are fond
of being always at work, they fhould be
fometimes compelled to lay it afide. Diffi-
pation, levity, and inconftancy, are faults
that readily fpring up from their firft pro-
penfities, when corrupted or perverted by
too much indulgence. To prevent this
abufe, we fhould learn them, above all
things, to lay a due reftraint on themfelves.
The life of a modeft woman is reduced, by
our abfurd inftitutions, toa perpetual con-~
fliék with herfelf: not but it is juft that this
fex thould partake of the fufferings which
arife from thofe evils it hath caufed us.’

And why is the life of a modeft woman a
perpetual conflict ? I fhould anfwer, that this
very fyftem of education makes it fo. Mo~
defty, temperance, and felf-denial, are the fober
offspring of reafon; but when fenfibility is
nurtured at the expence of the underftand-
ing, fuch weak beings muft be reftrained by
atbitrary means, and be fubjected to cor al
N3
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confliéts; but give their activity of mind a
wider range, and nobler paffions and motives
will govern their appetites and fentimeits,
¢ The common attachment and regard of
a mother, nay, mere habit, will make her
¢ beloved by her childreh, if the does nothing
¢ to incur their ‘hate. ‘Even the couﬂramt
¢ the lays them under, if well direéted, will
increafe their affection, ‘inftead of leflening
it ; becaufe a ftate of dependence being na-
tural to the fex, they perceive themfelvcs
¢ formed for obedience, ;

“This is begging the queftion ; for fervitude
fot only ‘debifs ‘the individual, bt its effeets
{feem to be tranfmiteed to potterity.” Confi-
dering the length’ of 'time that women'have
been ‘dependent, is it furprifing that fome of
them 'hug' their chains,’and fawn like the
{panicl? ¢ Thefe dogs,” ‘obferves ‘a natu-
ralift, ¢at firft'Kept'their cars erect ; ‘but cuf-
¢ tom has fuperfeded nature, and a token of
¢ fear is become a’beauty.”

¢ For the fame reafon,’ adds Roufleau,
* women have, or ought'to have, but little
i ‘ﬁbm‘ty; they are apt to indulge themftlves
“exceffively in what is dllowed them. Ad-
““difted in every thing to extremes, they are
¢ even

¢
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& even more tranfported at their diverfions
¢ than boys.”

The anfwer to this is very fimple. Slaves
and mobs haye always indulged themfelves in
the fame excefles, when once they broke
Joofe from authority,—The bent bow recoils
with violence, when the hand is {uddenly
relaxed that foreibly held it ; and fenfibility,
the play-thing of outward circumftances,
muft be fubjected to authority, or moderated
by reafon,

¢ There refults,’ he continues, # from this
¢ habitual reftraint a tractablenefs which the
women have occafion for during their whole

lives, as they conftantly remain either un-
der fubjecion to the men, or fo the opi-
nions of mankind ; and are never permitted
to {et themfelyes above thofe opinions. The
firft and moft important qualification in a
¢ woman is good-nature or fiveetnefs of tem-
¢ per: formed to obey a being {o imperfect
as man, often full of vices, and always full
of faults, fhe ought to learn betimes even
to fuffer injuftice, and to bear the infults
of a hufband without complaint; it is not
for his fake, but her own, that fhe fhould
be of a mild difpofition, The pervcrfcuei}

N 4 ¢ and
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¢ and ill-nature of 'the women only ferve to
¢ aggravate their own misfortunes, and the
¢ ‘mifcondu® of their hufbands ; they might
¢ plainly perceive that fuch are not the arms
¢ by which they gain the fuperiority.”

Formed to live with fuch an imperfo&
being as man, they ought to learn from the
exercife of their faculties tha neceflity of for-
bearance ; but all the facred rights of| huma-
nity are  violated by infifting on blind obe-
dience; or, the moft facred rights belong anly
to man, ;

The being who patiently endures injuf-
tice, and filently bears infults, will foon be-
come unjuft, or unable to difcern right from
wrong.  Befides, I deny the fa&, this is not
the true way to form or meliorate the tem-
per; for, as a fex, men have better tem-
pers than women, becaufe they are occupied
by purfuits that intereft the head as well as
the heart; ‘and the fteadinefs of the head
gives a healthy temperature to the heart.
People of fenfibility haye feldom good tem-
pers.  ‘The formation of the temper is the
cool work of ‘reafon, when, as life advances,
the mixes with happy art, jarring elements.
I never knew a weak or ‘ignorant perfon who

had




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 18y

had a good temper, though that conftitu-
tional good humour, and that docility, which
fear ftamps on the behaviour, often obtains
the name. I fay behaviour, for genuine meek-
nefs never reached the heart or mind, unlefs
as the effe@ of refleion; and that fim-
ple reftraint produces a number of peccant
humours in domeftic life, many fenfible men
willallow, who find fome of thefe gentle irrita-
ble creatures, very troublefome companions.

¢ Each fex,” he further argues, ¢ fhould
preferve its peculiar tone and manner; a
meck hufband may make a wife imperti-
nent ; but mildnefs of difpofition on the
woman’s fide will always bring a man back
to reafon, at leaft if he be not abfolutely a
brate, and will {ooner or later triumph over
¢ him.? True, the mildnefs of reafon; but
abje@ fear always infpires contempt ; and
tears are only eloquent when they flow down
fair cheeks,

Of what materials can that heart be com-
pofed, which can melt when infulted, and
inftead of revolting at injuftice, kifs the rod ?
Is it unfair to infer that her virtue is built
on narrow views and felfithnefs, who can
farefs a man, with true feminine {oftnefs,

‘ the
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the very moment when he treats her tyran.
nically ? Nature never dictated fuch 'infin-
cerity ;—and, though prudence of this fort
be termed a virtue, morality becomes vague

hen any part is fuppofed to reft on falfe-
hood.. Thefe are mere expedients, and ex-
pedients are only ufeful for the moment.

Let the hufband beware of trufting too
mplicitly to this fervile' obedience ; for if his
wife can with winning {weetnefs carefs him
ngry,and when the ought to be angry,

wi

unlefs: contempt had flifled a natural effer-
vefcence, fhe may do the fame after parting
with'a lover. Thefe are all preparations for
7 5 or, fhould the fear of the world,
1, reftrain her defire of pleafing other
men, when fhe can no longer pleafe her huf-
band, what {ubftitute can be found by a being

who was only formed, by nature and art, to
pleafe man ? what can make her amends for
this privation, or where is fhe to feek fora
freth employment 2 where find fufficient
ength of mind to determine to begin the
rch, when her habits are fixed, and vanity

has long ruled her chaotic mind ?
But this partial moralift recommends cun-

ning fyftematically and plaufibly.
¢ Daughters
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¢ Daughters thould be always fubmiiffive ;
their mothers, however, thould not be in-
exorable. - To make a young perfon tralt,

able, the ought not to be made unhappy ;
to make her modeft fhe ought not to be
rendered ftupid.  On the contrary, I'thould
not be difpleafed at her being ‘permitted to
ufe {ome art, not to elude punifhment in
cafe of difobedience, but to exempt herfelf

from the neceflity of obeying. It'is not
neceflary to make her dependence burden-
fome, but only to let her feel it. Subtilty
is a talent natural to the fex ; and, as I am

perfuaded, all our natural inclinations arc
right and good in themfelves, Tam of opi=
nion this fhould be cyltivated as well as the
others : it is requifite for us only to prevent
its abufe.’

¢ Whatever is, is right,” he then proceeds
triumphantly to infer. Granted 3—yet,. per-
haps, no aphorifm ever contained a more pa-
radoxical affertion. It is a folemn truth with
refpe& to God. He, reyerentially I {peak,
{ees the whole at once, and faw its Jjuft pro-
portions in the womb of time; but man,
who can only infpe&t disjointed parts, finds
many things wrong; and it is a part of the
fyftem,
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{yfiem, and therefore right, that he fhould
endeavour to alter what appears to him to
be fo, even while he bows to the Wifdom
of his Creator, and refpects the darknefs he
labours to difperfe,

The inference that follows is juft fup-
pofing the principle to be found. ¢ The fu-
¢ periority of addrefs, peculiar to the female
¢ fex, is a very equitable indemnification for
their infetiority in point of ftrength ; without
this, woman would not be the companion
¢ of man; but his flave: it is by her {uperiour
artand ingenuity that fhe preferves her equa-
lity, and governs him while the affe@s to
obey. Woman has every thing againft her,
as well our faults, as her own tu‘mdity angd
weaknefs; fhe has nothing in her favour, but
her fubtilty and her beauty. Is it not very
reafonable, thercfore, fthe fhould cultivate
both {* Greatnefs of mind can never dwell
~with cunning, or addrefs, for I thall not boggle
about words, when their diret fignification
is infincerity and falfehood ; but content my-
{elf with obferving, that if any clafs of man-
kind are to be educated by rules not firitly
deducible from truth, virtue is an affair of
convention. How could Rouflean dare to

affert,
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affert, after giving this advice, that in the grand
end of exiftence the objet of both™ fexes
thould be the fame, when he well knew that
the mind, formed by its purfuits, is expanded
by great views fwallowing up little ones, or
that it becomes itfelf little ?

Men have fuperiour ftrength of body ; but
were it not for miftaken notions of beauty,
women would acquire fufficient t6 enable
them to earn their own fubfiftence, the true
definition of indépendence ; and to bear thofe
bodily inconveniencies and exertions that are
requifite to ftrengthen the mind.

Let us then, by beingallowed to take the
fame exercife as boys, not only during in-
fancy, but youth, arrive at perfection of body,
that we may know how far the natural fupe-
riority of ‘man extends. For what reafon or
virtue can be expeed from a creature
when ‘the feed-time of life is neglected?
None—did not the winds of heaven cafu-
ally {catter many ufeful feeds in the fallow
ground.

¢ Beauty cannot be acquired by drefs, and
¢ coquetry is an ait not {0 early and fpeedily
¢ attained. While gicls are yet young, how-
¢ ever, they are in a capacity to {tudy agree-

¢ able
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X ‘(‘. ¢ able geftuteya pleafing modulation of voice,
¢ an eafy carriage and behaviour; as well as
¢ to take the advantage of gracefully adapt-
¢ ing their looks and attitudes to time; place;

I
| ¢ and occaficd. . Their application, therefores
} ¢ thould not be folely confined to the arts of

¢ induftry and  the needle, when they come
¢ to difplay other talents, whofe utility is
¢ already apparent.’

¢ For my part, I would have a young
¢ Englifhwoman cultivate bet agreeable- ta-
¢ lents, in order to pleafe het future hufbandy
¢ with as much ecare and afliduity as a young
¢ Circaflian cultivates her’s, to fit her for
| ¢ the Harem of an Eaftern bafhaw.”
| To render women completely infignificant,
| he adds—*¢ The fongues of women are very
I ¢ voluble; they fpeak earlier, more readily,
¢ and more agreeably, than the men; they
) ¢ are accufed alfo of fpeaking much more:
) ¢ but fo it otight to be, and I fhould be very
) ¢ ready to convert this reproach into a com-

¢ pliment; their lips and eyes have the fame
| ¢ adtivity, and for the fame reafon. A man
¢ fpeaks of what he knows; a woman of what

is < pleafes her; the one requires knowledge,
¢ the other tafte; the principal obje& of a

4 ¢ man’s
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than’s difcourfe fhould be what is ufefuly
that 6f a woman’s whiat is agreeable; There
¢ ‘ought to be nothing in common betweeir
their' diffcrent converfation but truth.’

¢ We otight not, therefore, to reftrain the
prattle of girls, in the fame manmer as we
fhould that of boys, with that fevere quefs
¢ tions 7o whitt purpofe are you talting 2 bug
¢ by another, which is no lefs difficalt to
¢ anfwer, How will your difcourfe be recerved 2
¢ In infancy, while they are as yet incapable
* to difcern good from evil, they ought to

¢ obferve it, as a law, never to fay any thing
difagreeable to thofe whom they are {'peak—
ing to: what will render the pradtice of this
rule alfo the more difficalt, is, that it muft
ever be fubordinate to the former, of never
¢ fpeaking falfely or telling an untruth.”
To govern the tongue in this manner muft
fequire great addrefs ind
much pra@ifed both by men and women.—
Qut of the abundance of the heart how few
fpeak | So few, that 1, ‘who love fimplicity,
would gladly give up politenefs for a quarter
of the virtue that has been facrificed to an

5 and it is too

equivocal quality which at beft fhould on!
the polith of virtue,
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But, to complete the fketch. ¢ It is eafy
to be conceived, that if male children are
not in a capacity to form any true notions
of religion, thofe ideas muft be greatly
above the conception of the females : it is
for this very reafon, I would begin to fpeak
to them the earlier on  this fubject; for if
we were to wait. till they were in a capa-
city to difcufs methodically fuch profound
queftions, we fhould run a ritk of never
fpeaking to them on this fubje as long as
they lived.. Reafon in women is a prac-
tical reafon, capacitating them artfully to
difcover the means of attaining a known
end, but which would never enable them
to difcover -that end itfelf. The focial
relations of the fexes are indeed truly ad-
mirable : from their union there refults a
moralperfon, of which woman may be
termed the eyes, and man the hand, with
this dependence on each other, that it is
from the man that the woman is to learn
what fhe is to fee, and it is of the woman
that man is to learn what he ought to do.
1f woman could recur to the firft principles
of things as well as man, and man was
capacitated to enter into, their mmnutie as

< well

{
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well as woman, always independent of
each other, they would live in perpetual
difcord, and their union could not fubfift

But in the prefent harmony which natu-
rally fubfifts between them, their different
faculties tend to one common end; it is
difficult to fay which of them conduces the
moft to it : each follows the impulfe of the
¢ other; each is obedient, and both are
malfters.’

¢ As the condu of a woman is {ubfervient
to the public opinion, her faith in matters
of religion fhould, for that very reafon, be
¢ fubject to authority. Every daughter ought
‘0 be of the fame religion as her mother,
¢ and every wife to be of the Jame religion
¢ as ber bufband: for, though fuch religion
¢ fhould be falfe, that docility which induces
¢ the mother and daughter to fubmit to the
¢ order of nature, take away, in the Jight of
¢ God, the criminality of their error *. As

S

* What is to be the confequence, if the mother’s and
hufband’s opinion fhould charce nat to agree? An ignorant
perfon cannot be reafoned out of an error—and when per-
Juaded to give up one prejudice for another the mind is
unfetdled. Indeed; the huband may not have any religion
o teach her, though in fuch a fituation the will be in great
want of a fupport to her virtue, independent of worldly
wonfiderations,

(o] ¢ they
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they are rot in a capacity to judge for thein<
felves, they ought to abide by the decifion
of their father:
¢ as by that of the church.”

¢ As authority ought to regulate the reli-

and hufbands as confidently

gion of the women, it is not {o needfut to
explain to them thie reafous for their belicf,
as to lay down precifely the tenets they are
to believe: for the creed, which prefents

only obfcure ideas to the mind, is the fource
¢ of fanaticifm; and that which prefents ab-
¢ furdities, leads to infidelity.”

Abfolute, uncontroverted authority, it
feems, muft {ubfift fomewhere: but is not
a dire@ and exclufive appropriation of rea-
fon? The rights of humanity have been thus
confined to the male line from Adam down-
wards, Rouflean would carry his male arif=

tocracy ftill further, for he infinuates, that
he fhould not blame thofe, who contend for
Teaving woman in a ftaté of the moft profound
ignerance, if it were not neceflary in order
to preferve her chaftity and juftify: the man’s
choice, in the eyes of thie world, to'give hera
little knowlIedge of men, and the cuftoms pro-
duced by human paffions ; elfe the might pro-
pagate at home without being rendered lefs vo-
Juptuous and innocent by the exercife of her

under«
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undeiftanding? excepting, indeed, during the
firft year of mariiage, when fhe might em-
ploy it to drefs like Sophia. ¢ Her drefs
¢ is extremely modeft in appearance, and
¢ yet very coquettifh in fact: fhe does not
maké 4 difplay of her charms, fhe con-
ceals them; but in concealing them, fhe
knows how to affe& your imagination.
Every one who fees her, will fay, There
is a modeft and difereet” girl ; but while
¢ you are near her, your eyes and affe@ions
wander all over her perfon, {o that you can-
not withdraw them ; and you would con=
clude, that every part of her drefs, fimple
as it {eems, was only put in its proper order
¢ to be taken to pieces by the imagination.’
Is this modefty ? Is this a preparation for im-
mortality ? Again.—What opinion are we to
form of a fyftem of education, when the au-
thor fays of his heroine, ¢ that with her, doing
¢ things well, is but a ftcondary concern ; her
¢ principal concern is to do them neatly.’
Secondary, in fa&, are all her virtues _and
qualities, for, refpeding religion, he makes
her parents thus addrefs her, accuftomed to
fubmiffion—¢ Your hufband will inftruét
“ you in good time.’
02 After
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After thus cramping a woman’s mind, if,
in order to keep it fair, hie has not made it
quite a blank, he advifes her to refle&, that
a refleting man may not yawn in her com-
pany, when he is tired of carefling her.—
What has fhe to refle& about who mufk
obey ? and would it not be a refinement on
cruelty only to open her mind to make the
darknefs and mifery of her fate vifible ? Yet,
thefe are his fenfible remarks; how confiftent
with what T have already been obliged to
quote, to give a fair view of the {ubje&, the
reader may determine.

¢ They who pafs their whole lives-in work=
¢ ing for thei

daily bread, have no ideas be-
¢ yond their bufinefs or their intereft, and alk.
¢ their underftanding feems to lic in their
¢ fingers’ ends. 'This ignorance is neither
¢ prejudicial to their integrity nor their mo«
rals ; it is often of fervice to them. Some-

times, by means of reflexion, we are led to
compound with our duty, and we conclude
by f{ubflituting a jargon of words, in the
room of things. Our own confcience is
the moft enlightened philofopher. There
is no need to be acquainted with Tully’s
offices, to make a man of probity: and
perhaps the moft virtuous woman in the

¢ world,
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world, is the leaft acquainted with the de-
finition of virtue. But it is no lefs true,
“ that an improved underflanding can only

-

render focicty agrecable; and it is a melan-
choly thing for a father of a family, who
is fond of home, to be obliged to be always
wrapped up in himfelf, and to have nobody
about him to whom he can impart his fen~
timents.

¢ Befides, how fhould a woman void of
refletion be capable of educating her chil-
dren? How fhould fhe difcern what is
proper for them ? How fhould fhe incline
them to thofe virtues fhe is unacquainted
“ with, or to that merit of which fhe has no
idea? She can only footh or chide them;
render them infolent or timid; fhe will
“ make them formal coxcombs, or ignorant
blockheads; but will never make them fen~
¢ fible or amiable.” How indeed thould fhe,
when her hufband is not always at hand to lend
her his reafonP—when they both together
make but one moral being. A blind will, ¢ eyes
¢ without hands,” would go a very little way ;
and perchance his abftraé reafon, that thould
concentrate the fcattered beams of her practical
reafon, may be employed in judging of the
Q.3 flavour

N

S

»

»
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flavour of wine, defcanting on the fauces
moft proper for turtle; or, more profoundly
intent at a card-table, he may be generalizing
his ideas as he bets away his fortune, leaving
all the minutie of gducation to his helpmate
or to chance.

But, granting that woman ought to be
beautiful, innocent, and filly, to render her
a more alluring and indulgent companion ;—
what is her underftanding facrificed for ? And
why is all this preparation neceflary only,
according to Roufieau’s own account, to make
her the miftrefs of her hufband, a very fhort
time 2 For no man ever infifted more on the
tranfient nature of love. Thus fpeaks the
philofopher. ¢ Senfual pleafures are tranfient.
¢ The habitual ‘ftate of the affetions al-
¢ ways lofe by their gratification. ‘The ima-~
¢ gination, which decks the objec of our
¢ defires, is loft in fruition. Excepting the
¢ Supreme Being, who is felf-exiftent, there
¢ is nothing beautiful but what is ideal.”

But he returns to his unintelligible para-
doxes again, when he thus addrefles Sophia.
¢ Emilivs, in . becoming your hufband, is
¢ become your mafter ; and claims your obe-
¢ dience. Such is the order of nature. When
¢ a man is marr

d, bowever, to fuch a wife
¢ as
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< as Sophia, it is proper he {hould be directed
by her: this is alfo agreeable to the order

of nature: it is, therefore, to give you as
much authority over his heart as his fex

¢ gives him over your perfon, that I have
made you the arbiter of his pleafures. It
may coft you, perhaps, fome difagreeable
felf-denial ; but you will be certain of main-
taining your empire over him, if you can

preferve it over yourfelf—w hat I have al-
ready obferved, alfo, fhows me, that this

¢ difficult attempt does not furpafs your
courage.
¢ Would you have your hufband con-

ftantly at your feet? keep him at fome
diftance from your perfon.  You will long
maintain the authority in love, if you know
but how to render your favours rare and

valuable. It is thus you may employ even

the arts of coquetry in the fervice of virtue,

and thofe of love in that of reafon.”

1 fhall clofe my extra&s with a juft de-
feription of a comfortable couple. - ¢ And yet
¢ you muft not imagine, that even fuch ma-
¢ nagement will always fuffice. Whatever

« ¢ precaution be taken, enjoyment will, by
# degrecs, take off the edge of paffion. But

0 4 ¢ when
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¢ when love hath lafted as long as poffible,
¢ a pleafing habitude fupplies its place; and
¢ the attachment of a mutual confidence fuc-
¢ ceeds to the tranfports of paffion. Children
¢ often form a more agreeable and permanent
¢ connection between married people than
¢ even love itfelf. When you ceafe to be
¢ the miftrefs of Emilius, you will continue
¢.to be his wife and friend, you will be the
¢ mother of his children *.’

Children, he truly obferves, form a much
more permanent connexion bet

veen married
people than love, Beauty, he declares, will
not be valued, or even feen after a couple
have lived fix months together; artificial
graces and coquetry will likewife pall on the
fenfes: why then does he fay that a girl fhould
be educated for her hufband with the fame
care as for an eafltern harem ?

1 now appeal from the reveries of fancy
and refined licentioufnefs to the good fenfe
of mankind, whether, if the object of edu-
cation be ta prepare women to become chafte
wives and fenfible mothers, the method fa
plaufibly recommendedin the foregoing fketch,
be the one beft calculated to produce thofe
ends ? Will it be allowed that the fureft way

# Rouffeau’s Emilius,
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%0 make a wife chafte, is to tcach her to
pradtife the wanton arts of a miftrefs, termed
virtuous coquetry, by the fenfualift who can
no longer relith the artlefs charms of fincerity,
or tafte the pleafure arifing from a tender
intimacy, when confidence is unchecked by
fufpicion, and rendered interefting by fenfe?

The man who can be contented to live
with a pretty, ufeful companion, without
a mind, has loft in voluptuous gratifications a
tafte for more refined enjoyments; he has
never felt the calm fatisfaction, that refrefhes
the parched heart, like the filent dew of hea-
ven,—of being beloved by onc who could un-
derftand him.—In the fociety of his wife he is
ftill alone, unlefs when the man is funk in
the brute. ¢ The charm of life,’ fays a grave
philofophical reafoner, is ¢ fympathy; no-
¢ thing pleafcs us more than to obferve in
¢ other men a fellow-feeling with all the
# emotions of our own breaft.”

But, according to the tenour of reafoning,
by which women are kept from the tree of
knowledge, the important years of youth,
the ufefulnefs of age, and the rational hopes
of futurity, are all to be facrificed to render

Savomen an objedt of defire for a fhors time.
Befides, how could Roufleau expect them to
be
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be virtuous and conftant when reafon is nei-
ther allowed to be the foundation of their
virtue, nor truth the objeé of their inquiries ?

But all Rouffeau’s errors in reafoning arofe
from fenfibility, and fenfibility to their charms
women are very ready to forgive ! When he
hould have reafoned he became impaffioned,
and reflection inflamed his imagination in-
ftead of enlightening his underftanding. Even
his virtues alfo led him farther aftray; for,
born. with a warm conftitution and lively
fancy, nature carried him toward the other
fex with fuch eager fondnefs, that he foon
became lafcivious. Had he given way to
thefe defires, the fire would have extinguithed
itfelf in a natural manner ; but virtue, and a
romantic kind of delicacy, made him pra&ife
felf-denial ; yet, when fear, delicacy, or
virtue, reftrained him, he debauched his ima-
gination, and reflecting on the fenfations to
which fancy gave force, he traced them in
the moft glowing colours, and funk them
deep into his foul,

He then fought for folitude, not to fleep
with the ma

1 of nature; or calmly inveftigate

the caufes of things under the fhade where
Sir Ifaac Newton indulged contemplation, but
merely to indulge his feelings. And fo warmly

hag




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 203

has he painted, what he forcibly felt, that,
interefting the heart and inflaming the ima-
gination of his readers 3 in proportion to the
frength of their fancy, they imagine that
their underftanding is convinced when they
only fympathize with a poetic writer, who
fkilfully exhibits the objects of fenfe, moft
voluptuoufly fhadowed qr gracefully veiled—
And thus making us feel whilft dreaming
that we reafon, erroneous conclufions are left
in the mind.

Why was Rouffeau’s life divided between
ecftafy and mifery? Can any other anfwer
be given than this, that the effervefcence of
his imagination produced both; but, had his
fancy been allowed to cool, it is poffible that
he might have acquired more ftrength of
mind. ~ Still, if the purpofe of life be to edu-
cate the intelleGual part of man, all with
refpeét to him was right 5 yet, had not death
Jed to a nobler {cene of adion, it is probable
that he would have enjoyed more equal hap-
pinefs on earth, and have felt the calm fenfa-
tions of the man of nature inftead of being
prepared for another ftage of exiftence by
nourifhing the paffions which agitate the
givilized man.

But peace to his manes! I war not with

i his
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his athes, but his opinions. I war only with
the fenfibility that led him to degrade woman

by making her the flave of love.

¢ Curs'd vaffilage,
¢ Firft idoliz’d till love’s hot fire be o'er,
¢ Then flaves to thofe who courted us before.”
Dryden,
The pernicious tendency of thofe books,
in which the writers infidioufly degrade the
fex whilft they are proftrate before their per-
fonal charms, cannot be too often or too
feverely expofed

Let us, my dear contemporaries, arife above
fuch narrow prejudices ! If wifdom is defir~
able on its own account, if virtue, to deferve
the name, muft be founded on knowledge ;
Iet us endeavour to firengthen our minds by
reflexion, till our heads become a balance
for our hearts; let us not confine all our
thoughts to the petty occurrences of the day,
nor our knowledge to an acquaintance with
our lovers’ or hufbands’ hearts ; but let the
practice of every duty be fubordinate to
the grand one of improving our minds, and
preparing our affections for a_more exalte
ftate !

Beware then, my friends, of fuffering the
heart to be moved by every trivial incident ;
the




RIGHTS OF WOMAN; 20%

the reed is thaken by a breeze, and annually
dies, but the oakftands firm, and for ages
braves the florm !

Were we, indeed, only created to flutter
our hour out and die—why let us then ine
dulge fenfibility, and laugh at the feverity of
reafon.—Yet, alas! even then we thould want
ftrength of body and mind, and life would
be lot in feverifh pleafures or wearifome
languor.

But the fyftem of education, which I ear-
neftly wifh to fee exploded, feems to pre-
{uppofe what ought never to be taken for
granted, that virtue fhields us from the ca-
fualties of life ; and that fortune, flipping off’
her bandage, will fmile on 2 well-educated
female, and bring in her hand an Emilius or
a Telemachus. Whilft, on the contrary,
the reward which virtue promifes to her vo-
taries is confined, it is clear, to their own
bofoms ; and often muft they contend with
the moft vexatious worldly eares, and bear
with the vices and humours of relations for
whom they can never feel a friendthip.

Thete have been many women in the
world who, inftead of being fupported by
the reafon and virtue of their fathers and bro«

thers,
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thers, have ftrengthened their own minds by
ftruggling with their vices and follies ; yet
have never met with a hero, in the thape of
a hufband; who, paying the debt that man-
kind owed them, might chance to bring
back their reafon to its patural dependent
ftate, and reftore the ufurped prerogative, of
tifing above opinion, to man.

SECT,. 'If.

Dr. Forpycr's fermons have long made 2
part of a young woman’s library ; nay, girls at
llowed to read them ; but I thould
inftantly difmifs them from my pupil’s, if I
withed to ftrengthen her underftanding, by
leading her to form found principles on a
broad bafis; or, were I only anxious to cul-
tivate her tafte ; though they muft be allowed
to contain many fenfible obfervations.

Dr. Fordyce may have had a very laudable
end in view ; but thefe difcourfes are written
in fuch an affeed ftyle, that were it only
on that account, and had I nothing to objed
againft his mel/ifivous precepts, 1 thould not
allow girls to perufe them, unlefs I defigned
to

{chool are
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to hunt every fpark of nature out of their
compofition, melting every human quality
into female meeknefs and artificial grace. I
fay artificial, for true grace arifes from fome
kind of independence of mind.

Children, carclefs of pleafing, and only
anxious to amufe themfelves, are often very
graceful ; and  the nobility who have moflly
lived with inferiours, and always had the
command of money, acquire a graceful eafe of
deportment, which fhould rather be termed
habitual grace of body, than that fuperiour
gracefulnefs which is truly the expretfion of
the mind. This mental grace, not noticed
by vulgar eyes, often flathes acrofs a rough
countenance, and irradiating every feature,
fhows fimplicity and independence of mind.
—I¢ is then we read charaers of immortality
in the eye, and fee the foul in every gefture,
though when at reft, ncither the face nor
limbs may have much beauty to recommend
them; or the behaviour, any thing peculiar
to attract univerfal attention. The mafs of
mankind, however, look for more fangible
beauty ; yet fimplicity is, in general, admired,
when people do not confider what they ad-
mire; and can there be fimplicity without
fincerity ? But, to have done with remarks
- that
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that are in fome meafure defultory, though
naturally excited by the fubjet—

In declamatory periods Dr. Ferdyce {pins
out Rouffeau’s cloquence ; and in moft fen-
timental rant, details his opinions refpedting
the female character, and the behaviour which
Wwoman ought to affume to render her lovely.

He fhall fpeak for himfelf, for thus he
makes Nature addrefs man, ¢ Behold thefe
¢ fmiling innocents, whom I have graced
¢ with my faireft gifts, and committed to
¢ your protetion ; behold them with love
and refpe& ; treat them with tendernefs
and honour. They are timid and want to
be defended. They are frail; O do not
take advantage of their weaknefs! Let
their fears and bluthes endear them. Let
¢ their confidence in you never be abufed,—
But is it poffible, that any of you can be
fuch barbarians, fo fupremely wicked, as
to abufe it 2. Can you find in your hearts*
to defpoil the gentle, trufting creatures of
their treafure, or do any thing to ftrip them
of their native robe of virtue ? Curft be the
impious hand that would dare to violate
the unblemithed form of Chaftity ! Thou
* Can you?—Can you? would be the moft emphatical
comment, were it drawled out in a whining voice,

¢ wretch !
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€ wretch ! thou ruffian! forbear; nor vens
< ture to provoke heaven’s fierceft vengeance.”
1 know not any comment that can be made
ferioufly on this curious paflage, and I could
produce many fimilar ones; and fome, fo
very fentimental, that 1 have heard rational
men ufe the word indecent, when they men-
tioned them with difguft.

Throughout there is a difplay of cold arti~
ficial feelings, and that parade of fenfibility
which boys and girls fhould be taught to de-
fpife as the fure mark of a little vain mind.
Florid appeals are made to heaven, and to
the beauteous innocents, the faireft image of
heaven here below, whilft fober fenfe is left
far behind.—This is not the language of the
heart, nor will it ever reach it, though the
ear may be tickled.

1 fhall be told, perhaps, that the publ
have been pleafed with'thefe volumes.—True
—and Hervey’s Meditations are ftill read,
though he equally finned againt fenfe and

tafte.

I particularly obje to the lover-like phrafes
of pumped up p: n, which arg every where
interfperfed. 1f women be ever allowed to
walk without leading-ftrings, why mu(t thep

be
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be: cajoled into virtue by artful flattery and
fexual compliments >—Speak to them the lan=
guage of truth and fobernefs, and away with
the lullaby ftrains of condefcending endear~
ment ! Let them be taught to refpect them-
felves as rational creatures, and not led to
have a paffion for their own infipid perfons.
It moves my gall to hear a preacher defcant-
ing on drefs and needle-work ; and ftill more,
to hear him addrefs the Britifb fair, the  Sfaireft

of the fair, as if they had only feelings.
Even recommending piety he ufes the fol-
lowing argument. ¢ Never, perhaps, does
¢ a fine woman ftrike more deeply, than
¢ when, compofed into pious recolletion, and
¢ poflefled with the nobleft confiderations,
¢ the affumes, without knowing it, fuperiour
¢ dignity and new graces ; fo that the beau-
¢ ties of holinefs {feem to radiate about her,
¢ and the by-ftanders are almoft induced to
¢ fancy her already worfhipping amongft her
¢ kindred angels!” Why are women to be
thus bred up with a defire of conqueft? the
very epithet, ufed in this fenfe, gives mea
fickly qualm ! Does religion and virtue offer
no ftronger motives, no brighter reward?
Muft they always be debafed by being made
to
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to confider the fex of their companions?
Mutt they be taught always to be pleafing ?
And when levelling their fmall artillery at the
heart of man, is it neceffary to tell them that
a little fenfe is fufficient to render their atten~
tion zncredibly foothing 2 ¢ As a fmall degree
¢ of knowledge entertains in a woman, fo
¢ from a woman, though for a different rea-
¢ fon, a fmall expreflion of kindnefs delights,
¢ particularly if fhe have beauty!” I fhould
have fuppofed for the fame reafon.

Why are girls to be told that they refem-
ble angels ; but to fink them below women?
Or, that a gentle innocent female is an ob-
je€t that comes nearer to the idea which we
have formed of angels than any other. Yet
they are told, at the fame time, that they
are only like angels when they are young and
beautiful ; confequently, it is their perfons, not
their virtues, that procures them this homage.

Idle empty words ! What can fuch delu-
five flattery lead to, but vanity and folly 2
The lover, it is true, has a poetic licence to
exalt his miftrefs; his reafon is the bubble of
his paffion, and he does not utter a falfehood
when he borrows the language of adoration.
His imagination may raife the idol of his

Pz heart,
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heart, unblamed, above humanity ; and happy

would it be for women, if they were only

flattered by the men who loved them; I

mean, who love the individual, not the fex 3

but fhould a grave preacher interlard his dif=
es with fuch fooleries ?

In fermons or novels, however, voluptu-
oufnefs is always true to its text. Men are
allowed by moralifts to cultivate, as Nature
dire@s, different qualities, and affome the
different characters, that the fame paffions,
modified almoft to infinity, give to each indivi-
dual. A virtuous man may have a choleric
or = fanguine conlitution, be g
unreproved ; be firm till he is almoft over-
bearing, or, weakly fubmiffive, have no will
or opinion of his own ; but all women are to
be levelled, by meeknefs and docility, into one
charafter of yielding foftnefs and gentle
compliance.

T will ufe the preacher’s own words. © Let

it be obferved, that in your fex manly ex-

ercifes are never graceful ; that in them a*

tone and figure, as well as an air and deport-

ment, of the mafculine kind, are always
forbidding ; and that men of fenfibility de-

fire in every woman foft features, and a

¢ flowing




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 213

¢ flowing voice, a form, not robuft, and de-
# meanour delicate and gentle.”

Is not the following portrait—the portrait of
houfe flave ¢ # I am aftonithed at the folly of
¢ many women, who are ftill reproaching their
hufbands for leaving them alone, for pre~
ferring this or that company to theirs, for
treating them with this and the other mark
of difregard or indifference ; when, to fpeak
the truth, they have themfelves in a great
meafure to blame:  Not that 1 would juft
tify the men in any thing wrong on their
part. But had you behaved to them with
more re/pectful abfervance, and a more equal
tendernefs 5 fludying their humours, overlook-
ing their miftakes, [ubmitting to their opinions
in matters indifferent, pafling by little in-
ftances of unevennefs, caprice, or paffion,
giving /oft anfwers to hafty words, com-
plaining as feldom as poffible, and making it
your daily care to relieve their anxicties and
prevent their withes, to enliven the hour of
dulnefs, and call up the ideas of felicity :

had you purfued this conduét, I doubt not

but you would have maintained and even

increafed their efteem, fo far as to have

fecured every degree of influence that could

B g ¢ conduce

»

»
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¢ conduce to their virtue, or your mutual
¢ fatisfaition ; and your houfe might at this
¢ day have been the abode of domeftic blifs.
Such a woman ought to be an angel—or the is
an afs—for I difcern not a trace of the human
charader, neither reafon nor paffion in this
domeftic drudge, whofe being is abforbed in
that of a tyrant’s.

Still Dr. Fordyce muft have very little ac-
quaintance with the human heart, if he really
fuppofed that fuch conduct would bring back
wandering love, inftead of exciting contempt.
No, beauty, gentlenefs, &c. &c. may gain
a heart ; but efteem, the only lafting affec-
tion, can alone be obtained by virtue fupported
by reafon. It is refpect for the underftanding
that keeps alive tendernefs for the perfon.

As thefe yolumes are fo frequently put into
the hands of young people, I have taken more
notice of them than, ftrictly {peaking, they
deferve; but as they have contributed to vi-
tiate the tafte, and enervate the underftanding
of many of my fellow-creatures, I could nog
pafs them filently over.

SECT.
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SECT. UL

Suen paternal folicitude pervades Dr. Gre-
gory's Legacy to his Daughters, that I enter
on the tafk of criticifm with affectionate re~
{pec ; but as this little volume has many at-
traGtions to recommend it to the notice of the
moft refpeGable part of my fex, I cannot
filently pafs over arguments that fo fpecioufly
fupport opinions which, I think, have had
the moft baneful effe® on the morals and
manners of the female world.

His eafy familiar ftyle is particularly fuited
to the tenor of his advice, and the melancholy
tendernefs which his refpect for the memory
of a beloved wife, diffufes through the whole
work, renders it very interefting; yet there
is a degree of concife elegance confpicuous in
many paffages that difturbs this {ympathy;
and we pop on the author, when we only
expected to mect the—father,

Befides, having two objeés in view, he
feldom adhered fteadily to either ; for withing
to make his daughters amiable, and fe:
left unhappinefs thould only be the confe-
quence, of inflilling fentiments that might

P draw
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draw them out of the track of common life
without enabling them to a& with confonant
independence and dignity, he checks the na=
tural flow of his thoughts, and neither advifes
one thing nor the other.

In the preface he tells them a mournfal
truth, ¢ that they will hear, at leaft once in
their lives, the genuine fentiments of a man
who has no intereft in deceiving them.’

Haplefs woman! what can be expedted
from thee when the beings on whom thou
art faid naturally to depend for reafon and
{upport, bave all an intereft in deceiving thee!
This is the root of the evil that has fhed a
corroding mildew on all thy virtues; and
blighting in the bud thy opening faculties,
has rendered thee the weak thing thou art !
It is this feparate intereft—this infidious flate
of warfare, that undermines morality, and
divides mankind |

If love have made fome women wretched
~—how many more has the cold unmeaning
int gal
lefs ! yet this heartlefs attention to the fex is
reckoned {o manly, fo polite, that till fociety
is very differently organized, 1 fear, this veftige
of gothic manners will not be dane away by

4 a more

ourfe of ga

llantry rendered vain and ufe-

SRS | me———

e
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2 more reafonable and affe@tionate mode of
conduét. Befides, to firip it of its imaginary
dignity, 1 muft obferve, that in the moft
uncivilized European ftates this lip-fervice
prevails in a very great degree, accompanied
with extreme diflolutenefs of morals. In
Portugal, the country that I particularly al-
lude to, it takes place of the moft ferious
moral oblig
finated when in the company of a woman.
The favage hand of rapine is unnerved by
this chivalrous fpirit ; and, if the ftroke of
yengeance canpot be ftayed—the lady is en-
treated to pardon the rudenefs and depart in
peace, though fprinkled, perhaps, with her
hufband’s or brother’s blood.

1 fhall pafs over his ftriGtures on religion,
becaufe I mean to difcufs that fubje@t in a
{feparate chapter,

The remarks relative to behaviour, though
¢ {enfible, I entirely difz

ations 3 for a man is {eldom affaf-

many of them v

prove of, becaufe it appears to me to be be-
ginning, as it were, at the wrong end. A
cultivated underftanding, and an affetionate
heart, will never want ftarched rules of de-
corum—{omething more {ubftantial than fec:
linefs will be the refult; and, without under-

ftanding
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ftanding the behaviour here recommended,
would be rank affe@tation. = Decorum, in-
deed, is the one thing needful !—decorum is
to fupplant nature, and banifh all fimplicity
and variety of charadter out of the female
world. - Yet what good end can all this fu-
perficial counfel produce? It is, however,
much eafier to point out this or that mode of
behaviour, than to fet the reafon to work g
but, when the mind has been flored with
ufeful knowledge, and ftrengthened by being
employed, the regulation of the behaviour
may fafely be left to its guidance.

‘Why, fer inftance, thould the following
caution be given when art of every kind muft
contaminate the mind; and why entangle
the grand motives of a@ion, which reafon
and religion equally combine to enforce, with
pitiful worldly fhifts and flight of hand tricks
to gain the applaufe of gaping taftelefs fools ?
¢ Be eyen cautious in difplaying your good
¢ fenfe*. It will be thought you affume a
¢ fuperiority over the reft of the company—
¢ But if you happen to have any learning,

* Let women once acquire good fenfe—and if it deferve
the name, it will teach them; or, of what ufe will it be ?
how te employ it.

¢ keep
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# keep it a profound fecret, efpecially from
¢ the men, who generally look with a jealous
¢ and malignant eye on a woman of great
< parts, and a cultivated underftanding,” If
men of real merit, as he afterwards ob-
{erves, are fuperior to this meannefs, where
is the neceffity that the behaviour of the
whole fex fhould be modulated to pleafe fools,
or men, who having little claim to refpe&
as individuals, choofe to keep clofe in their
phalanx. Men, indeed, who infift on their
common fuperiority, having only this fexual
{fuperiority, are certaiply very excufable.

There would be no end to rules for beha-
viour, if it be proper always to adopt the
tone of the company ; for thus, for ever vary-
ing the key, a flat would often pafs for a na-
tural note.

Surely it would have been wifer to have
advifed women to improve themfelves till
they rofe above the fumes of vanity; and
then to let the public opinion come round—
for where are rules of accommodation to ftop?
“The narrow path of truth and virtue inclines
neither to the right nor left—it is a ftraight-
forward buﬁn:fs, and they who are earneftly

purfuing
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purfuing their road, may bound over many
decorous prejudices, without leaving modefty
behind.  Make the heart clean, and give the
head employment, and I will venture to pre-
dict that there will be nothing offenfive in the
behaviour,

The air of fafhion, which many young
people are fo cager to attain, always firikes
me like the ftudied attitudes of fome modern
prints, copied with taftelefs fervility after the
antiques ;—the foul is left out, and none of
the parts are tied together by what may pro-
perly be termed charader, Thhis varnifh of
fathion, which feldom fticks very clofe to
fenfe, may dazzle the weak ; but |

cave na-
ture to itfelf, and it will feldom difguft the
i Befides, when a woman has fufficient
fenfe not to pretend to any thing which fhe
does not underftand in fome «

e, there
er talents
under a bufhel. Let things take their natural
courfe, and all will be well,

It is this {yftem of diffimulation, through-
out the volume, that I defpife. Women are
always to feem to be this and that—yet virtue
might apoftrophize t]

is no need of deter mining to hide h

1em,-in the words of

Hamlet—
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Hamlet—Seems ! I know not feems !—Have
that within that paffeth thow !—

Still the fame tone occurs; for in another
place, after recommending, without fuffi-
ciently difcriminating delicacy, he adds, ¢ The
¢ men will complain of your referve. They
will affure you that a franker behaviour
would make you more amiable. But, truft

me, they are not fincere when they tell

you fo.—I acknowledge, that on fome oc~
cafions it might render you more agreeable

¢ as companions, but it would make you lefs
amiable

women : an important diftinc-
tion, which many of your fex are not
aware of.”—

This defire of being always women, is the
very confcioufnefs that degrades the fex.
Excepting with a lover, I muft re

eat with

emphafis, a former obfervation,—it would be
well if they were only agreeable or rational

companions.—But in this refpedt his advice is

even inconfiftent with a paflage which I mean

to quote with the moft marked approbation.

¢ The fentiment, that a woman may allow

¢ allinnocent freedoms, provided her virtue

¢ is fecure, is both grofsly indelicate and dan-
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* gerous, and has proved fatal to many of
¢ your fex.” With this opinion I perfedly
coincide. A man, ora woman, of any feel-
ing, muft always wifh to convince a beloved
objec that it is the careffes of the individualy
not the fex, that is received and returned
with pleafure; and, that the heart, rather
than the fenfes, is moved. Without this
natural delicacy, love becomes a felfith per-
fonal gratification that foon degrades the
chara&er.

I carry this fentiment fHll further. Affec-
tion, when love is out of the queftion, au-~
thorifes many perfonal endearments, that na-
turally flowing from an innocent heart, give
life to the behaviour ; but the perfonal inter-
courfe of appetite, gallantry, or vanity, is
defpicable.  When 2 man fqueezes the hand
of a pretty woman, handing her to a car-
riage, whom he has never feen before, fhe
will confider fuch an impertinent freedom in
the light of an infult, if fhe have any true
delicacy, inftead of being flattered by this un-
meaning homage to beauty. Thefe are the
privileges of friendfhip, or the momentary
homage which the heart pays to virtue, when

it
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it flafhes fuddenly on the notice—mere ani=
mal {pirits have no claim to the kindnefles of
affection !

Withing to feed the affedtions with what
is now the food of vanity, I would fain per-
fuade my fex to a& from fimpler principles.
Let them merit love, and they will obtain it,
though they may never be told that—¢ The
¢ power of a fine woman over the hearts
¢ of men, of men of the fineft parts, is even
¢ beyond what the conceives.’

1 have already noticed the narrow cautions
with refpe@t to duplicity, female foftnefs,
delicacy of conflitution; for thefe are the
changes which he rings round without ceaf-
ing—-in a more decorous manner, it is true,
than Roufleau; but it all comes home to the
fame point, and whoever is at the trouble to
analyze thefe fentiments, will find the firft
principles not quite fo delicate as the fu-
perftructure.

The fubje& of amufements is treated in too
curfory a manner ; but with the fame fpirit.

When I treat of friendfhip, love, and mar-
riage, it will be found that we materially
differ in opinion; I fhall not then foreftall
what I have to obferve on thefe important

{ubjedts ;
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{fubjeéts; but confine my remarks to the ge=
neral tenor of them, to that cautious family
prudence, to thofe confined views of partial
unenlightened affection, which exclude plea-
fure and improvement, by vainly withing to
ward off forrew and error—and by thus guard-
ing the heart and mind, deftroy alfo 111 their
energy.—It is far better to be often deceived
than never to truft; to be difappointed in love
than never to love; to lofe a huftand’s fond-
nefs than forfeit his eftcem.

Happy would it be for the world, and for
individuals, of courfe, if all this unavailing
folicitude to attain worldly happinefs, on a
confined plan, were turned into an anxious

defire to improve the underftanding.—¢ Wif=
¢ dom is the principal thing: therefore get
¢ wifdom ; and with all thy gettings get un-
¢ derftanding.’—¢ How long, ye fimple ones,
¢ will ye love fimplicity, and hate know-
¢ ledge?’ Saith Wifdom to the daughters
of men!—
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SECT. IV.

1 po not mean to allude to all the writers
who have wiitten on the fubjeé of female
manners—it would, in fa&, be only beating
over the old ground, for they have, in gene-
ral, written in the fame ftrain’; but attacking
the boafted prerogative of man—the preroga-
tive that may emphatically be called the iron
fceptre of tyrainy, the original fin of tyrants,
1 declare againft all power built on prejudices,
however hoary.

If the fubmiifion demanded be founded on
juftice—there is no appealing to a higher
power—for God is Juftice itfelf. Let us then,
as children of the fame parent, if not baftar-
dized by being the younger born, reafon to-
gether, and learn to fubmit to the authority
of reafon—when her voice is diftin&tly heard.
But, if it be proved, that this throne of pre=
rogative only refts on a chaotic mafs of pre-
judices, that have no inherent principle of
order to keep them together, or on an ele-
phant, tortoife, or even the mighty thoulders
of a.fon of the earth, they may efcape, who

dare




226 VINDICATION OF THE

dare to brave the confequence, without any
breach of duty, ‘without finning againft the
order of things.

Whilft reafon raifes man above the brutal
herd, and death is big with promifes, they
alone are fubje to blind authority who have
no reliance on their own ftrength.  They
are free—who will be free * I"—

The being whe can govern itfelf has no-
thing to fear in life; but if any thing is dearer
than its own refpec, the price muft be paid
to the laft farthing. Virtue, like every thing
valuable, muft be loved for herfelf alone; or
fhe will not take up her abode with us, She
will not impart that peace, ¢ which paffeth
¢ underflanding,” when fhe is merely made
the filts of reputation ; and refpected, with
pharifaical exadtnefs, becaufe ¢ honefty is the
¢ beft policy.”

That the plan of life which enables us to
carry fome knowledge and virtue into ano=
ther world, is the one beft calculated to enfure
content in this, cannot be denied 3 yet-few

people act according to this pri

ciple, though
it be univerfally allowed that it admit not
* ¢ He s the free man, whoni the #ruth makes free !”
£ Cozper.
4 of
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of difpute; Prefent pleafure, or prefent
power, carry before it thefe fober convic-
tions; and it is for the day, not for life, that
man bargains with happinefs. How few |—
how very few! bave fufficient forefight,
or refolution, to endure a fmall evil at the
moment, to avoid a greater hereafter.

Woman in particular, whofe virtue * is
built on mutable prejudices, feldom attains to
this greatnefs of mind 5 fo that, becoming the
flave of her own feelings, fhe is eafily fub-~
jugated by thofe of others. Thus degraded,
her reafon, her: mifty reafon! is employed
rather to burnifh than to fnap her chains,

Indignantly have I heard women argue in
the fame track as men, and adopt the fenti-
ments that brutalize them, with all the perti=
nacity of ignorance.

I muft illuftrate my affertion by a few ex-
amples. © Mrs. Piozzi, who often repeated
by rote, what fhe did not underftand, comes
forward with Johnfonian periods.
¢ Seek not for happinefs in fingularity ;
and dread a refinement of wifdom as a de-
¢ viation into folly.” Thus fhe dogmatically

‘

* Imean to ufe a word that comprehends more ¢l
chaftity the fexual virtue,

Q

n

B

addrefles

[
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addreffes a new married man; and to eluci~
date this pompous exordium, fhe adds, ¢ ¥
faid that the perfon of your lady would not
grow more pleafing to you, but pray let her
never fufpe@ that it grows lefs fo : that a
woman will pardon an affront to her under-
ftanding much fooner than one to her perfon,
is well known ; nor will any of us contra-
di¢t the affertion. All our attainments, all

o

the heart of man; and what mortification
can exceed the difappointment, if the end
be not obtained ? ‘There is no reproof how-

¢ ever pointed, no punithment however fe-
vere, that a woman of fpirit will not prefer
to neglect; and if the can endure it without
complaint, it only proves that the means to

others for the flights of her hufband !*

Thefe are truly mafculine fentiments.—
All our arts are employed to gain and
¢ keep the heart of man:’—and what is the
inference?—if her perfon, and was there
ever a perfon, though formed with Medicifan
fymmetry, that was not flighted ? be neg-
le@ed, the will make herfelf amends by en~
deavouring to pleafe other men. Noble mo-

rality !

our asts, are employed to gain and keep

make herfelf amends by the attention of
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rality ! But thus is the underftanding of the
whole fex affronted, and their virtue deprived
of the common bafis of virtue. A woman
muft know, that her perfon cannot be as
pleafing to her hufband as it was to her lover,
and if the be offended with him for being a
human creature, the may as well whine about
the lofs of his heart as about any other foolifh
thing.—And this very want of difcernment or
unreafonable anger, proves that he could not
change his fondnefs for her perfon into affec~
tion for her virtues or refpeét for her under-
{ftanding.

Whilft women avow, and a& up to fuch
opinions, their underftandings, at leaft, de-
ferve the contempt and obloquy that men,
awho mever infult their perfons, have point-
edly levelled at the female mind. And it is
the fentiments of thefe polite men, who do
not wifh to be encumbered with mind, that
vain women thoughtlefsly adopt. Yet they
fhould know, that infulted reafon alone can
{pread that facred referve about the perfon,
which renders human affeGtions, for human
affections have always fome bafe alloy, as
permanent as is confiftent with the grand end
of exiftence—the attainment of virtue,

Q3 'I"hc
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The Baronefs de Stacl fpeaks thie fame lane
guage as the lady juft cited, with more enthue
fiafm. Her eulogium on Rouffeau was acciden-
tally put into my hands,and her {entiments, the
fentiments of too many of my fex, may ferve
as the text for a few comments, ¢ Though
¢ Roufleau,’ fhe obferves, ¢ has endeayoured
¢ to prevent women from interfering in public
affairs, and acting a brilliant part in the
theatre of politics; yet in fpeaking of them,
how much has he done it to their fatisfac-
tion ! “If he withed to deprive them of
¢ fome rights foreign to their fex, how has
¢ he for ever reftored to them all thofe tq
im ! And in attempting to
over the delibera-
acredly has he efta-

lithed the empire they have over their
¢ happinefs ! In aiding them to defcend from
an ufurped throne, he has firmly feated
them upon that to which they were def-
tined by nature; and though he be full
of indignation a

VINDICATION OF THE

<
“
¢

s

-

¢ tions of men, how
“

<

¢ inft them when they en-

¢ deavour to ‘refemble men, yet when they
¢ come beforé him with all the char sy weak-
&5, wirtues-and errors, of their fex, his
pect for their perfons amounts almoft to
¢ adoration.*
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¢ adoration.” T'rue !—For never was there a
fenfualift who paid more fervent adoration at
the fhrine of beauty. So devout, indeed,
was his refpec for the perfon, that excepting
the virtue of chaftity, for obvious reafons,
he only withed to fee it embellithed by
charms, weaknefles, and errors. He was
afraid left the aufterity of reafon fhould dif-
turb the foft playfulnefs of love. The mafter
wifhed to have a meretricious flave to fondle,
entirely dependent on his reafon and bounty;
he did not want a companion, whom he
fhould be compelled to efteem, or a friend to
whom he could confide the care of his chil-
dren’s education, fhould death deprive them
of their father, before he had fulfilled the fa-
cred tafk. He denies woman reafon, fhuts
her out from knowledge, and turns her afide
from truth; yet his pardon is granted, be-
caufe ¢ he admits the paffion of love.” It
would require fome ingenuity to fhew why
women were to be under fuch an obligation
to him for thus admitting love; when it is
clear that he admits it only for the relaxation
of men, and to perpetuate the fpecies; but
he talked with paffion, and that powerful
{pell worked on the fenfibility of a young

Q4 ¢ encomiaft
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encomiall, ¢ What fignifies jt,’ purfues thig
rhapfoditt, ¢ to women, that his reafon difs
¢ putes with them the empire, when his
¢ heart s devoutedly theirs,” 1t is not ems
pire,—but equality, that they fhould con=
tend for. Yet, if they only wifhed to lengthen
out their fivay, they” fhould not entirely
truft to their perfons, for though beauty may
gain a heart, it canpot keep it, even while
the beauty is in fu]l bloom, unlefs the mind
lend, at leaft, fome graces.

When ‘women are once fufficiently en-
lighteped to difcover their real intereft, on a
grand fcale, they will, I am perfuaded, be
very ready to refign all the prerogatives of
love, that are not mutual, fpeaking of them
#s lafting prerogatives, for the calm fatisfac-
tion of friendthip, and the tender confidence
of habitual efteem, Before marriage they
will not aflume any infolent airs, nor after-
wards abjectly fubmit ; but endeavouring to
act like reafonable creatures, in both fitua»
tions, they will not be tumbled from a throne
to a ftool.

Madame Genlis has written {everal enter-
taining books for children; and her Letters
en Education afford mapy ufeful hints, that
{fenfible
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{enfible parents will certainly avail themfelves
of ; but her views are narrow, and her pre-
Jjudices as unreafonable as ftrong.

I fhall pafs over her vehement argument in
favourof the eternity of future punifhments,be-
caufel blufh to think that ahuman being fhould
ever argue vehemently in fuch a caufe, and
enly make a few remarks on her abfurd man-
ner of making the parental authority fupplant
reafon.  For every where does fhe inculcate
not only b/ind fubmiffion to parents; but to
the opinion of the world *.

She tells a flory of a young man engaged
by his father’s exprefs defire to a girl of for-
tune. Before the marriage could take place,
the is deprived of her fortune, and thrown
friendlefs on the world, The father prac-
tifes the moft infamous arts to feparate his

* A perfon is not to adt in this or that way, though con-
vineed they are right in fo doing, becau
circumftances mey lead the world to /i
from different motive:

fome equivocal
7 that they acled
—This is facrificing the fubftance
for a fhadow. Let people but watch th

ir own hearts,
and act rightly, as far as they can judge, and they may pa-
tiently wait il the opinion of the world comes round. It
is beft to be direted by a fimple motive—for juftice has
100 often been facrificed to propricty ;—another word for
conyenience,

fon
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fon from her, and when the fon dete@s his
villany, and, following the dictates of ho-
nour, marries the girl, nothing but mifery
enfues, becaufe forfooth he married 1withouz
his father’s confent. On what ground can
religion or morality reft when juftice is thus
fet at defiance ? In the fame ftyle the repre-
fents an accomplithed young woman, as ready
to marry any body that her mamma pleafed to
recommend ; and, as attually marrying the
young man of her own choice, without feel-
Ing any emotions of paffion, becaufe that z
well educated girl had not time to be in love,
Is it poffible to have much refpe@ for a fyf-
tem of education that thus ir

VINDICATION OF THE

Its reafon and

nature ?

Many fimilar opinions occur in her writings,
mixed with fentiments that do honour to her
head and heart.  Yet fo much fuperftition is
mixed with her religion, and fo much worldly
wifdom with her morality, that I thould not
let a young perfon read her works, unlefs I
eould afterwards converfe on the fubjects, and
point out the contradiions,

Mrs. Chapone’s Letters are written with
fuch good fenfe, and unaffected humility,
and contain {o many ufeful obfervations, that

I only
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1 only mention them to pay the worthy
writer this tribute of refpe&. I cannot,'it is
true, always coincide in opinion with her;
but I always refpec her,

The very word refpe@ brings Mrs. Ma-
caulay to my remembrance. The woman of
the greateft abi undoubtedly, that this
country has ever produced.—And yet this
woman has been fuffered to die without fuf-
ficient refpe& being paid to her memory.

Pofterity, however, will be more juft ;s and
remember that Catharine Macaulay was an
example of intelleGtual acquirements fuppofed
to be incompatible with the weaknefs of her
fex. In her ftyle of writing, indced, no fex
appears, for it is like the fenfe it conveys,
{ftrong and clear,

I will not call her’s a mafculine underftand-
ing, becaufe I admit not of fuch an arro-
gant aflumption of reafon; but I contend
that it was a found one, and that her judg-
ment, the matured fruit of profound think-
ing, was a proof that a womaa can acquire
judgment, in the full extent of the ward.
Poflefling more penetration than fagacity,
more underflanding than fancy, fhe writes
with fober energy and argumentative clofe-

nefs ;
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nefs 5 yet fympathy and benevolence give an
intereft to her fentiments, and that vital heat
to arguments, which forces the reader to
weigh them *,

When I firft thought of writing thefe ftric-
tures 1 anticipated Mrs. Macaulay’s approba-
tion, with a little of that fanguine ardour,
which it has been the bufinefs of my life to
deprefs ; but foon heard with the fickly qualm
of difappointed hope ; and the fiill ferioufnefs
of regret—that the was no more'!

S8ECT, V.

TaxiNG a view of the different works
which have been written on education, Lord
Chefterfield’s Letters muft not be filently
pafled over. Not that I mean to analyze his
unmanly, immoral {yftem, or even to cull any
of the ufeful, threwd remarks which occur
in his frivolous correfpondence— No, I only
mean to make a few reflections on the avowed
tendency of them—the art of acquiring an
early knowledge of the world. An arty I

* Coinciding in opinion with Mrs. Macaulay relative to
many branches of education, I refer to her valuable work,
inftead of quoting her fentiments to fupport my own,
will
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will venture to affert, that preys fecretly,
like the worm in the bud, on the expanding
powers, and turns to poifon the generous juices
which fhould mount with vigour in the
youthful frame, infpiring warm affe&tions and
great refolves *.

For every thing, faith the wife man, there
is a feafon ;—and who would look for the
fruits of autumn during the genial months
of {pring? But this is mere declamation, and
I mean to reafon with thofe worldly-wife
inftruétors, who, inftead of culti
judgment inftil prejudices, and render hard
the heart that gradual experience would only

ing the

have cooled. An early acquaintance with
human infirmities ; or, what is termed know-
ledge of the world, is the fureft way, in my
opinion, to contrad the heart and damp the
natural youthful ardour which produces not
only great talents, but great virtues. For
the vain attempt to bring forth the fruit of

# That children ou,
the vices and follies of the world, appears, to me, a very
miftaken opinion 3 for in the cour(c of my expericrice, and

¢ to be conftantly guarded againft

my eyes have looked abroad, I never kniew a youth edu-
cated in this manner, who had early imbibed thefe chilling
fulpicions, and repeated by rote the hefirating if of age;
that did not prove a felfith character.

perien
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experience, before the fapling has thrown out
its leaves, only exhaufts its ftrength, and
prevents its afluming a natural form 5 jult as
the form and {trength of fubfiding metals are
injured when the attration of cohefion is
difturbed.

Tell me, ye who have ftudied the human
mind, is it not a frange way to fix princi-
ples by thowing young people that they are
feldom ftable § And how can they be fortified
by habits when they are proved to be falla-
cious by example ? Vhy is the ardour of
youth thus to be damped, and the lux
of fancy cut to the quick ¢ This dry
v, it is true, guard a chara&er from worldly
mifchances ; but will infallibly preclude ex-
cellence in either virtue or knowledge *. The
flumbling-block thrown acrofs every path by
fufpicion, will prevent any vigorous exertions
of genius or benevolence, and life will be
ftripped of its moft alluring charm long be-
fore its calm evening, when man fhould re-
tire to contemplation for comfort and fupport.

A young man who has been bred up with
domettic friends, and led to ftore his mind

* I have already ot
world, obtained

rved that an carly knowledge of the

has the fame eff

with
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svith ag much fpeculative knowledge as can
be acquired by reading and the natural reflec-
tions which youthful ebullitions of animal
{pirits and infin&ive feelings infpire, will
enter the world with warm and erroneous ex=
pectations.  But this appears to be the courfe
of nature ; and in morals, as well as in works
of tafte, we thould be obfervant of her facred
indications, and not prefume to lead when we
ought obfequioufly to follow.

In the world few people ac from principle;
prefent feelings, and early habits, are the
grand fprings: but how would the former
be deadened, and the latter rendered iron
corroding fetters, if the world were thewn
to young people juft as it is; when no
knowledge of mankind or their own hearts,
flowly obtained by experience, rendered them
forbearing ? Their fellow creatures would
not then be viewed as frail beings ; like them-
felves, condemned to ftruggle with human
fiemities, and fometimes difplaying the light,
and fometimes the dark fide of their cha-
radter ; extorting alternate feclings of love and
difguft; but guarded againft as beafts of prey;
till every enlarged focial feeling, ina word;

~humanity, was eradicated.
In
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In life, on the contrary, as we gradualily

difcover the imperfetions of our nature, we
difcover virtues, and various circumftances
attach ‘us to our fellow creatures, when we
mix with them, and view the fame obs
je@s, that are never thought of in acquiring
a hafty unnatural knowledge of the world.
We fee a folly fiwell into a vice, by almoft
imperceptible degrees, and pity while we
blame; but, if the hideous monfter burfy
fuddenly on our fight, fear and difguft render-
ing us more fevere than man ought to be,
might lead us with blind zeal to ufurp the
chara&er of omnipotence, and denounce dam-
nation on our fellow mortals, forgetting that
we cannot read the heart, and that we have
feeds of the fame vices lurking in our own.

I have already remarked that we expect
more from inftrution, than mere inftruGion
can produce: for, inftead of preparing young
people to encounter the evils of life with dig-
nity, and to acquire wifdom and virtue by
the exercife of their own faculties, precepts
are heaped upon precepts, and blind obedience
required, when conviion fhould be brought
home to reafon.

Suppofe,
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Suppofe, for inftanee, that a young per-
fon in the firft ardour of friendfhip deifies the
beloved objet—what harm can arife from this
miftaken enthufiattic attachment ? Perhaps it
is neceflary for virtue firft to appear in a hu-
man form to imprefs youthful hearts; the
ideal model, which a more matuted and ex-
alted mind looks up to, and fhapes for it

5
would elude their fight: He who loves not
his brother whom he hath feen, how can
he love God ? afked the wifeft of men.

It is natural for youth to adorn the firft ob-
ject of its affection with every good quality,
and the emulation produced by ignorance,
or, to fpeak with more propriety, by inex-
perience, brings forward the mind capable of
forming fuch an affetion, and when, in the
lapfe of time, perfetion is found not to be
within the reach of mortals, virtue, ab-
ftraékedly, is thought beautiful, and wifdom
fublime.  Admiration then gives place to
friendfhip, properly fo called, becaufs it is
cemented by efteem; and the being walks
alone only dependent on heaven for that
emulous panting after perfeCtion which ever
glows in a noble mind.  But this knowledge
a man muft gain by the exertion of his own

R faculties ;
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faculties ; and this is furely the bleffed frmt
of difappointed hope! for He who delightetl
to diffufe happinefs and fhew mercy to the
weak creatures, who are lez ning to know
him, never implanted a good propenfity to
be a tormenting ignis fatuus.

Our trees are now allowed to fpread with
wild luxuriance, nor do we expet by force to
combine the majeftic marks of time with
youthful graces; but wait patiently till they
have ftruck deep their root, and braved many
a ftorr

s the mind then, which, in pro-
portion to its dignity, advances more flowly
perfection, to be treated with lefs
! To argue from apalogy, every thing

around us is in a progreflive ftate ; and when
an unweleome knowledge of life produces al-
moft a fatiety of life, and we difcover by the
matural courfe of things that all that is done
under the fun is vanity, we are drawing near
the awful clofe of the drama. The days of
a&ivity and hope are over, and the oppostu-
nities which the firft flage of exiftence has
afforded of advancing in the feale of intelli-
gence, muft {foon be fummed up.—A know-
ledge at this period of the futility of life, or
sarlier, if obtained by experience, is very
ufeful,
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ufeful, becaufe it is natural; but when a fiail
being is thewn the follies and vices of man,
that he may be taught prudently to guard
againft the common cafualties of life by fa-
crificing his heart—furely it is not fpeaking
harfhly to call it the wifdom of this world,
contrafted with the nobler fruit of piety and
experience.

I will venture a paradox, and deliver my
opinion without referve; if men were only
born to form a circle of life and death, it
would be wife to take every ftep that fore-
fight could fuggeft to render life bappy.
Moderation in every purfuit would then be
fupreme wifdom ; and the prudent voluptuary
might enjoy a degree of content, though he
neither cultivated his underflanding nor kept
his heart pure. Prudence, fuppofing we were
mortal, would be true witdom, or, to be
more explicit, would procure the greateft
portion of happinef(s, confidering the whole
of life, but knowledge beyond the conye-
niences of life would be a curfe.

Why thould we injure our health by clofe
ftudy ! The exalted pleafure which intellec-
tual purfuits afford-would fcarcely be equiva-
lent to the hours of languor that follow ;
efpecially, if it be neceffary to take into the

R 2 reckoning
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reckoning ‘the doubts and difappointments
that cloud our refearches. Vanity and vexa-
tion clofe every inquiry : for the caufe which
we particularly withed to difcover flies like
the horizon before us as we advance. The
ignorant, on the contrary, refemble children,
and fuppofe, that if they could walk ftraight
forward they fhould at laft arrive where the
earth and clouds meet.  Yet, difappointed as
we are in our refearches, the mind gains
{trength by the exercife, fufficient, perhaps,
to comprehend the anfwers which, in another
ftep of exiftence, it may receive to the anxious
queflions it atked, when the underflanding
with feeble wing was fluttering round the
vifible effets to div

ve into the hidden caufe.

The paffions alfo, the winds of life, would
if not injurious, did the fubftance
which compofes our thinking being, after we

be ufele

have thought in vai

, only become the fup-

port of vegetable life, and invigorate a cab-

:
bage, or blufh in a rofe. The appetites
would anfwer every earthly purpofe, and

c MO!

moderate and permanent hap-
iefs.  But the powers of the foul that
7, difturb our
nts, even while confcious dig-
6 nity

of

little ufe here, and, probabl

animal enjoym




RIGHTS OF WOMAN., 245

nity makes us glory in poflefling them, prove
that life is merely an education, a flate of
infancy, to which the only hopes worth che-
sithing fhould not be facrificed. 1 mean,
therefore, to infer, that we ought to have a
precife idea of what we with to attain by edu-
cation, for the immortality of the foul is con=
tradifted by the alions of many people who
firmly profefs the belicf.

If you mean to fecure eafe and profperity
on carth as the firft confideration, and leave
futurity to ‘provide for itfelf; you a& pru-
dently in giving your child an easly infight
into the weaknefles of his nature.  You may
not, it is true, make an Inkle of himj but
do not imagine that he will ftick to more
than the letter of the law, who has very carly
imbibed a mean opinion of human nature;
nor will he think it neceffary to rife much
above the common ftandard.  He may avoid
grofs vices, becaufe honefty is the beft po=
licy ; but he will never aim at attaining great
virtues.  ‘The example of writers and artifts
will illuftrate this remark,

I mufk therefore venture to doubt whether
what has been thought an axiom in morals
may not have been a dogmatical affertion

3 made
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made by men who have coolly feen mans
kind through the medium of books, and fay,
in dire@ contradi&ion to them, that the regu-
lation of the paffions is not, always, wifdom.
—On the contrary, it fhould feem, that one
reafon wliy men have fuperiour judgment,
and more fortitude than women, is undoubt-
edly this, that they give a freer {eope to the
grand paflions, and by more frequently going
aftray enlarge their minds, If then by the
exercife of their own * reafon they fix on fome
ftable principle, they have probably to thank
the force of their paflions, nourifhed by falfe
views of life, and permitted to overleap the
boundary that fecures content. But if, in
the dawn of life, we could foberly furvey the
feenes before as in perfpetive, and fee every
thing in its true colours, how could the paf~
fions gain fufficient ftrength to unfold the
faculties ?
Let me now as from an eminence furvey
the world firipped of all its falfe delufive
charms

The clear atmofphere enables me
to fee each objet in its true point of view,
while my heart is flill. ‘I am calm as the

* ¢ 1find that all is but |
rience,” fays Sidney.

ifdom which wants expe-

profpedt
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profped in a morning when the mifts, flowly
difperfing, filently unveil the beauties of na-
ture, refrefhed by reft.

In what light will the world now appear ?
—I rub my eyes and think, perchance, that
Yam juft awaking from a lively dream.

I fee the fons and. daughters of men pur-
fuing thadows, and anxioufly wafting their
powers to feed paffions which have no ade-
quate obje@—if the very excefs of thefe blind
impulfes, pampered by that lying, yet con-

ftantly trufted guide, the imagination, did
not, by preparing them for fome other ftate,
render fhort-fighted mortals wifer without
their own concurrence; or, what comes to
the fame thing, when they were purfuing
fome imaginary prefent good.

After viewing objes in this light, it would
not be very fanciful to jmagine that this
world was a ftage on which a pantomime is
daily performed for the amufement of fupe-
riour beings. How would they be diverted to
fee the ambitious man confuming himfelf by
running after a phantom, and, ¢ purfuing
¢ the bubble fame in the cannon’s mouth’ that
was to blow him to nothing: for when con-
fcioufnefs is loft, it matters not whether we

R 4 mount

,1
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mount in a whirlwind or defcend in rain,
And thould they compaffionately invigorate
his fight and thew him the thor ny path which
led to eminence, that like a quickfand finks
as he afcends, difappointing his hopes when
almoft within his grafp, would he not leave
to others the honour of amufing them, and
Iabour to fecure the prefent moment, though
from the conflitution of his nature he would
not find it very ‘eafy to catch the flying
frcam ? Such flayes are we to hope and fear !
But, vain as the ambitious man’s pur-
fuits would be, he is often ftriving for fome-
thing more fubftantial than fame—that indeed
would be the veriet meteor, the wildeft fire
that could lure a man to ruin.—What ! re-
nounce the moft trifling gratification to be
applauded when he fhould be no more !
Wheréfore this ftruggle, whether man is
mortal or immortal, if that noble paffion did
not really raife the being above his fellows $—
And love! What diverting feenes would it
produce—Pantaloon’s tricks muft yield tomore
ious folly, To fee a mortal adorn an
objeét with imaginary charms, and then fall
down and worthip the idol which he had
himfelf fet up—how ridiculous! But what
{erious
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Lerious confequences enfue to rob man of that
portion of happinefs, which the Deity by
calling him into exiftence has (or, on what
can his attributes reft ?) indubitably promifed :
would not all the purpofes of life have been
much better fulfilled if he had only felt what
has been termed phyﬁcz\l ove? And, would
not the fight of the objet, not feen through
the medium of the imagination, {oon reduce
the paffion to an appetite, if refleion, the
noble diftinéion of man, did not giveit force,
and make it an inftrument to raife him above
this earthy drofs, by teaching him to love the
centre of all perfeion; whofe wifdom ap-
pears clearer and clearer in the works of na-
ture, in proportion as reafon is illuminated
and exalted by contemplation, and by acquir-
ing that love of order which the ftruggles of
paffion produce?

The habit of refledtion, and the know-
Jedge attained by foftering any paffion, might
be fhewn to be equally ufeful, though the
objeét be proved equally fallacious s for they
would all appear in the fame light, if they
were not magnified by the governing paffion
imp\autcd in s by the Author of all good,

to
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to call forth and ftrengthen the faculties of
each individual, and enable it to attain all the
experience that an infant can obtain, who
does certain things, it cannot tell why.
Idefcend from my height, and mixing with
my fellow-creatures, feel myfelf  hurried
along the common ftream ; ambition, love,
hope, and fear, exert their wouted power,
though we be convinced by reafon that their
prefent and moft attractive promifes are only
lying dreams ; but had the cold hand of cir-
cumfpection damped each generous feeling
before it had left any permanent chara@er,
or fixed fome habit, what could be expeted,
but felfith prudence and reafon juft rifing
above inftin > Who that has read Dean
Swift’s difgulting defeription of the Yahoos,
and infipid one of Houyhnhnm with a philo-
fophical eye, can avoid feeing the futility of
degrading the paflions, or making man_ reft
in contentment ?
The youth fhould ac; for had he the ex-
perience of a

'y head he would be fitter for
death than life, though his virtues, rather

refiding in his head than his heart, could pro-

great, and - his underflanding,

prepared
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prepared for this world, would not, by its
noble flights, prove that it had a title to a
better.

Befides, it is not poffible to give a young
perfon a juft view of life; he muft have ftrug-
gled with his own paffions before he can
eftimate the force of the temptation which
his brother into vice. Thofe who

are entering life, and thofe who are departing,

the world from fuch very different points
of view, that they can feldom think alike,
unlefs the unfledged reafon of the former
never attempted a folitary flig

When we hear of fome daring crime—it
in the deepeft fhade of tur-
pitude, and r: indignation ; but the eye
that gradually fawv the darknefs thicken, muft

comes full on v

obferve it with more compaffionate forbear-
ance. The World cannot be feen by an un-
moved {pectator, we muft mix in the throng,
and feel as men feel before we can judge of
their feelings. If we mean, in thort, to live
in the world to grow wifer and better, and
not merely ta enjoy the good things of life,
we muft attain a knowledge of others at the
fame time that we become acquainted with
ourfglves—knowledge acquired any other way

only
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only hardens the heart and perplexes the uns

derftanding.
I may be told, that the knowledge thug
acquired, is fometimes purchafed at too deay

2 rate. Ican only anfiver that I very much
doubt whether any knowledge can be attained
without laboyr and forrow; and thofe who
with to fpare their children both, fhould not
complain, if they are ncither wife nor vig.
tuous. “They only aimed af making
prudent; and prudence,
the caut

them
early in life, is byt
10us craft of ignorant felf-love,

I have obferved th

it young people, to
whofe education particular attention h

as been
paid, have, in general,
s > g J

y fuperficial

1 v
and conceited, andfar from
refpet, becaufe they |

pecting warmth of youth, tiar the coo] depth
of age. [ ca

nnot help imputing this unpa-

tural appearance principally to ghae haty.
premature iuﬂruc’liuu, which leads them pre-
1‘mnpnmnlly to repeat all the crude notions
they have taken upon truft, {o that the cays.
ful cducation which they received, makes
them all their lives the {1
Mental as wel]

pleafing in any
12d_ neither the unfuf,

aves of prejudices.
as bodily exertion is, at
firft, irkfome; fo much {0, that the many

would
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would fain let others both work and think
for them. An obfervation which T have often
made will illuftrate my meaning. When in
a circle of ftrangers, or acquaintances, a per-
fon of moderate abilities afferts an opinion.
with heat, I will venture to affirm, for I have
traced this fa& home, very often, thatitisa
prejudice. Thefe echoes have a high refpe&®
for the underftanding of fome relation or
friend, and without fully comprehending the
opinions, which they are fo eager to retail,
they maintain them with a degree of obfti-
nacy, that would furprife even the perfon
who concotted them.

I know that a kind of fafhion now prevails
of refpeding prejudices; and w hen any one
dares to face them, though actuated by hu-
manity and armed by reafon, he is fuperci-
Jioufly afked whether his anceftors were fools.
No, I fhould reply; opinions, at firft, of

every defcription, were all, probably, confi-

dered, and therefore were founded on {fome
reafon; yet not unfrequently, of courfe, it
was rather a local expedient than a funda-
mental principle, that would be reafonable at
all times.

But, mofs-covered opinions Tume

the difproportioned form of prejudices, when

they
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they are indolently adopted only becaufe age
hus given them 5 venerable afpect, though
the reafon on which they were built ceafes
to be a reafon, or cannot be traced, Why are
we to love prejudices, merely becaufe they
are prejudices * } A Pprejudice is a fond obfti-

nate perfuafion for which we can

fon; for the moment a reafon can
an opinion, it ce;
it may be

give no rea-
be given for
afes to bea Pprejudice, though
an error in judgment : and

are we
then advifed. to cherifh opinjons only to fet
reafon at defiance ? This mode of guing,

if arguing it may be called
what is vy]

¥

or believe, certaiy

> reminds me of
Y termed a woman’s
‘or women fometimes d

fon.
eclare that they love,
1 things, becanfe

they love,
or believe them,

It is impofiible to converfe with people to
any purpofe, who, in this fiyle, only ufe
affirmatives and negatives.  Before you can
bring them tg point, to flart fairly from,
You mufk go back to the fimple principles that
were antecedent to the Prejudices-broached by
HOMEr s and EHis ten. to one but you are
ftopped by the philofophical affertion, thar
certain principles are g5 pradically falfe as

* Vide Mr. Burke.

they
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they are abftraltly true *. Nay, it may be
inferred, that reafon has whifpered fome
doubts, for it generally happens that people
affert their opinions with the greateft heat
when they begin to waver ; ftriving to drive
out their own doubts by convincing their op-
ponent, they grow angry when thofe gnaw-
ing doubts are thrown back to prey on them-
felves.

The fa& is, that men expe from educa-
tion, what education cannot give. A faga-
cious parent or tutor may ftrengthen the
body and fharpen the inftruments by which
the child is to gather kuowledge; but the
honey muft be the reward of the individual’s
own induflry. It is almoft as abfurd to at-
tempt to make a youth wife by the expe-
rience of another, as to exped the body to
grow ftrong by the exercife which is only
talked of, or feen+. Many of thofe children
whofe condu& has been moft narrowly
watched, become the weakeft men, becaufe

* ¢ Convince a man againft his will,
¢ And he’s of the fame opinion fhill.”

4 ¢ One fees nothing when one is content to contem-
< plate only s, it is neceflary to at onclelf to be able to fee
¢ how others a&t.”  Roufliaw.

their




256 VINDICATION oF THE

their inftrutors only inflil certain  fos
tions ‘into their minds, that have no other
foundation than their authority ; and if they
are loved or refpe@ed, the mind is cramped
in its exertions and wavering in its ad-
vances. ‘The bufinefs of education in this
eafe, is only.to condud@ the thooting ten=-
drils to a proper pole; yet after laying pre-
cept upon precept, without allowing a child
to acquire judgment itfelf, parents expe
them to a in the fame manner by this bor-
rowed fallacious light, as if they had illumi-
nated it themfelves ; and be, when they enter
fife, what their parents are at the clofe, They
do not confider that the t

¢, and even the
human body, does not ftrengthen its fibres
hed its full growth.

There appears to be fomething analogous
in the mind. The fenfes and the imagination
give a form to the chara@er, during child-
hood and youth; and the underftanding, as
life advances, gives firmnefs to the firt fair
purpofes of fenfibility—till virtue,. a ifing
rather from the clear convicion of reafon than
the impulfe of the heart, morality is made
to reft on a rock againft which the ftorms of

paffion vainly beat.

1 hope
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1 hope I fhall not be mifunderftood when I
fay, that religion will not have this condenfing
energy, unlefs it be founded on reafon. If it
be merely the refuge of weaknefs or wild fa-
naticifm, and not a governing principle of
condu&, drawn from felf-knowledge, and a
rational opinion refpedting the attributes of
God, what can it be expeed to produce ! The
religion which confifts in warming the affec-
tions, and exalting the imagination, is only
the poetical part, and may afford the indivi-
dual pleafure without rendering it a more
moral being. It may be a fubftitute for
worldly purfuits ; yet narrow, inftead of en-
larging the heart : but virtue muft be loved
as in itfelf fublime and excellent, and not for
the advantages it procures or the evils it averts,
if any great degree of excellence be expedted.
Men will not become moral when they only
build airy caftles in a future world to compen-
fate for the difappointments which they meet
with in this ; if they turn their thoughts from
relative duties to religious reverics.

Moft profpects in life are marred by the
fhuffling worldly wifdom of men, who, for-
getting that they cannot ferve God and
mammon, endeavour to blend contradictory

S things
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things.—If you wifh to make your fon rich,
purfue one courfe—if you are only anxious
to make him virtuous, you muft take ano-
ther; but do not imagine that you can
bound from one road to the other without
Jofing your way *.

* See an excellent effay on this fubject by Mrs, Bar-
bauld, in Mifellanqus Picces in Profe.

CHAP.
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C'H APiNL

THE EFFECT WHICH AN EARLY ASSOCIA-
TION OF IDEAS HAS UPON THE CHA-

RACTER,

Ebucarsp in the enervating ftyle recom-
mended by the writers on whom I have been
animadverting ; and not having a chance,
from their fubordinate ftate in fociety, to re=
cover their loft ground, is it furprifing that
women every where appear a defect in na-
ture ? Is it furprifing, when we confider what
a determinate cffe& an carly affociation of
ideas has on the character, that they negle&
their underftandings, and turn all their atten-
tion to their perfons?

The great advantages which naturally re-
fult from ftoring the mind with knowledge,
arc obvious from the following confiderations.
The aflociation of our ideas is either habitual
or inftantaneous ; and the latter mode feems
rather to depend on the original temperature
of the mind than on the will, When the

52 ideas,
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ideas, and matters of fact, are once taken in,
they lie by for ufe, till fome fortuitous cir-
cumftance makes the information dart into
the mind with illuftrative force, that has been
received at very different periods of our lives.
Like the lightning’s flafh are many recollec-
tions; one idea affimilating and explaining
another, with aftonithing rapidity. I do not
now allude to that quick perception of truth,
which is fo intuitive that it baffles refearch, and
makes us at a lofs to determine whether it is
reminifcence or ratiocination, loft fight of in
its celerity, that opens the dark cloud. Over
thofe inftantaneous affociations we have little
power; for when the: mind is once enlarged
by excurfive flights,  or, profound refle&ion,
the raw materials will, in fome degree, ar-
range themfelves. - The underftanding, it is
true, may keep us from going out of draw-
ing when we group our thoughts, or
tranferibe from the imagination the warm
{ketches of fancy ; ‘but the animal {pirits,
the individual charaer, give the colouring.
Over this fubtile electric fluid *, how little
power

* I bave fometimes, when inclined to laugh at mate-

rialifts, atked whether, as the moft powerful effets in
nature
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power do we poflefs, and over it how little
power can reafon obtain ! Thefe fine intradt-
able fpirits appear to be the effence of genius,
and beaming in its eagle eye, produce in the
moft eminent degree the happy energy of
affociating thoughts that furprife, delight, and
inftru&. Thefe are the glowing minds that
concentrate pictures for their fellow-creatures;
forcing them to view with intereft the ob-
je@s reflected from the impaffioned imagina-
tion, which they pafied over in nature.

I muft be allowed to explain myfelf. The
generality of people cannot fee or feel poeti-
cally, they want fancy, and therefore fly
from folitude in fearch of fenfible objects ;
but when an author lends them his eyes they
can fee as he faw, and be amufed by images
they could not felet, though lying before
them,

Education thus only fupplies the man of
genius with knowledge to give variety and
nature are apparently produced by fluids, the magnetic,
&c. the paffions might not be fine volatile fluids that em-
braced humanity, keeping the more refratory elementary
parts together—or whether they were fimply a liquid fire

that pervaded the more luggith materials, giving them life
and heat ?

S 3 contraft
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contraft to his affociations; but there is ars
habitual aflociation of ideas, that grows ¢ with
¢ our growth,” which has a great effe& on
the moral charater of mankind; and by
which a turn is given to the mind that com-
monly remains throughout life. So dudtile
is the underftanding, and yet fo ftubborn,
that the affociations which depend on adven~
titious circumftances, during the period that
the body takes to arrive at maturity, can fel-
dom be difentangled by reafon. One idea
calls up another, its old affociate, and me-
mory, faithful to the firft impreffions, parti-
cularly when the intelle@tual powers are not
employed to cool our fenfations, retraces them
with mechanical exaGnefs.

This habitual flavery, to firft impreffions,
has a more baneful effect on the female than
the male character, becaufe bufinefs and other
dry employments of the underftanding, tend
to deaden the feelings and break affociations
that do violence to reafon. But females, who
are made women of when they are mere chil-
dren, and brought back to childhood when
they ought to leave: the go-cart for ever,
have not fufficient firength of mind to efface
the
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the fuperinductions of art that have fmos
thered nature.

Every thing that they fee or hear ferves to
fix impreflions, call forth emotions, and affo~
ciate ideas, that give a fexual charaer to the
mind. Falfe notions of beauty and delicacy
ftop the growth of their limbs and produce a
fickly forenefs, rather than delicacy of or-
gans 3 and thus weakened by being employed
in unfolding inftead of examining the firft
affociations, forced on them by every fur-
rounding obje&, how can they attain the
vigour neceffary to enable them to throw off
their factitious character >—where find ftrength
to recur to reafon and rife fuperiour to a fyf-
tem of oppreffion, that blafts the fair promifes
of {pring? This cruel affociation of ideas,
which every thing confpires to twift into all
their habits of thinking, or, to fpeak with

more precifion, of fecling, receives new force
when they begin to act a little for themfelves;
for they then perceive that it is only through
their addrefs to excite emotions in men, that
pleafure and power are to be obtained. Be-
fides, all the books profefiedly written for
their inftru@ion, which make the firft im-
preffion on their minds, all inculcate the fame

S a opinions.
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opinions. Educated then in worfe than Egyp-
tian bondage, it is unreafonable, as well as
cruel, to upbraid them with faults that
can fearcely be avoided, unlefs a degree of
native vigour be fuppofed, that falls to the
Iot of very few amongft mankind.

For inftance, the fevereft farcafins have
been levelled againft the fex, and they have
been ridiculed for repeating ¢ a fet of phrafes
learnt by rote,” when nothing could be more
natural, confidering the education they re-
ceive, and that their ¢ higheft praife is to
¢ obey, unargued’—~the will of man. If they
are not allowed to have reaforr fufficient to
govern their own condu@®—w hy, all they
learn—muft be learned by rote! And when
all their ingenuity is called forth to adjuft
their drefs, ¢ a paflion for a fearlet coat,’ is
{o natural, that it never furprifed me; and,
allowing Pope’s fummary of their character
to be juft, ¢ that every woman is at heart a
¢ rake,” why fhould they be bitterly cenfured
for fecking a congenial mind, and prefer
ting a rake to a man of fenfe ?

Rakes know how to work on their fenfibi-
lity, ‘whilft the modeft merit of reafonable
men has, of courfe, lefs

et on their feel-

ings,
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ings, and they cannot reach the heart by the
way of the underftanding, becaufe they have
few fentiments in common.

It feems a little abfurd to expe& women to
be more reafonable than men in their /ings,
and ftill to deny them the uncontrouled ufe
of reafon. When do men fa/l-in-love with
fenfe ? When do they, with their fuperiour
powers and advantages, turn from the perfon
to the mind ? And how can they then expet
women, who are only taught to obferve be-
haviour, and acquire manners rather than
morals, to defpife what they have been all
their lives labourifig to attain ? Where are
they fuddenly to find judgment cnough to
weigh patiently the fenfe of an awkward vir-
tuous man, when his manners, of which
they are made critical judges, are rebuffing,
and his converfation cold and dull, becaufe it
does not confift of pretty repartees, or well
turned compliments ? In order to admire or
efteem any thing for a continuance, we muft,
at leaft, have our curiofity excited by know-
ing, in fome degree, what we admire; for
we are unable to eftimate the value of quali-
ties  and virtues above our comprehenfion.
Such a refpe@, when it is felt, may be very
{ublime ;
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fublime ; and the confufed confcioufirefs of
humility may render the dependent creature
an intcrcfﬁug obje&, in fome points of view 3
but human love muft haye groffer

ingre-
dients; and th

he perfon very naturally will
come in for its thare—and, an ample fhare
it moftly has |

Love is, in a great degree, an arbis
trary paffion, and will reign, like fome
other flalking mifchiefs, by its own au-
thority, without deiguing to reafon; and it
may alfo be cafily diftinguithed from efteem,
the foundation of friendfhip, becaufe it is
often excited by evanefeent beauties and
graces, though to give an cnergy to the fen-
timent, fomething more folid muft deepen
their impreffion and fet the imagination to
work, to make the moft fair—the firft good,

Common paffions are excited by common
qualities.—Men look for beauty and the fim-
per of good-humoured docility : women are
captivated by eafy manners; a gentleman-like
man feldom fails to pleafe them, and their
thirfty ears cagerly drink the infinuating no-
things of politenefs, whilft they turn from
the unintelligible founds of the charmer—rea-
fon, charm he never fo wifely. With re-

{pect
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fpe& to fuperficial accomplifhments, the rake
certainly has the advantage; and of thefe fe-
males can form an opinion, for it is their own
ground. Rendered gay and giddy by the
whole tenor of their lives, the very afpet of
wifdom, or the fevere graces of virtue, muft
have a lugubrious appearance to them ; and
produce a kind of reftraint from which they
and love, fportive child, naturally revolt.
Without tafte, excepting of the lighter kind,
for tafte is the offspring of judgment, how
can they difcover that true beauty and grace

muft arife from the play of the mind? and
how can they be expected to relifh in a lover
what they do not, or very imperfeétly, pof=
{efs themfelves? The {ympathy that unites
hearts, and invites to confidence, in them is
{0 very faint, that it cannot take fire, and thus
mount to paffion. No, I repeat it, the love
cherifhed by fuch minds, muft have groffer
fewel !

The inference is obvious; till women are
fed to exercife their underftandings, they
fhould not be fatirized for their attachment to
rakes ; nor e
when it appears to be the inevitable confe-
quence of their education. They who live

1 to

n for being rakes at heart,




268 VINDICATION oF THE

to pleafe—muft find their enjoyments, their
happinefs, in pleafure! It is a trite, yet true
remark, that we never do any thing well,
unlefs we love it for its own fake.

Suppofing, however, for a moment, that
women wére, in fome future revolution of
time, to become, what I fincerely wifh them
to be, even love would acquire more ferious
dignity, and be purified in its own fires; and
virtue giving true delicacy to their affe@ions,
they would turn with difguft from a rake.
Reafoning then, as well as feeling, the only pro-
vince of woman, at prefent, they might eafily
guard againft exteriour graces, and quickly
learn to defpife the fenfibility that had been
excited and hackneyed in the ways of women,
whofe trade was vice; and allurements, wan-
ton airs. They would recollec that the flame,
one muft ufe appropriated expreflions, which
they withed to light up, had been exhaufted
by luft, and that the fated appetite lofing all
telith for pure and fimple pleafures, could only
be roufed by licentious arts or variety. What
fatisfaction could a woman of delicacy pro-
mife herfelf in a union with fuch a man,
when the very artleflnefs of her affetion

might
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might appear infipid ? ‘Thus does Dryden de-
{cribe the fituation,

¢ Where love is duty, on the female fide,
t On theirs mere fenfual guft, and fought with furly pride.”

But one grand truth women have yet to
learn, though much it imports them to a&
accordingly. In the choice of a hufband, they
thould not be led aftray by the qualities of a
lover—for a lover the hufband, even fuppof-
ing him to be wife and virtuous, cannot long
remain,

‘Were women more rationally educated,
could they take a more comprehenfive view of
things, they would be contented to love but
once in their lives 5 and after marriage calmly
let paffion fubfide into friendfhip—into that
tender intimacy, which is the beft refuge
from care; yet is built on fuch pure, flill
affections, that idle jealoufies would not be
allowed to difturb the difcharge of the fober
duties of life, nor to engrofs the thoughts that
ought to be otherwife employed.  This is a
ftate in which many men live ; but few, very
few women. And the difference may eafily be
accounted for, without recurring to a fex
character.  Men, for whom we are told wo-

men
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men were made, have too much occupied the
thoughts of women ; and this affociation has fo
entangled love with all their motives of altion ;
and, to harp a little on an old ftring, having
been folely employed either to prepare them-
felves to excite love, or actually putting their
leffons in practice, they cannot live without
love. But, when a fenfe of duty, or fear of
fhame, obliges them to reftrain this pampered
defire of pleafing beyond certain lengths, too
far for delicacy, it is true, though far from
criminality, they obftinately determine tolove,
I fpeak of the paffion, their hufbands to the
end of the chapter—and then ading the
part which they foolifhly exacted from their
lovers, they become abject woers, and fond

{laves.

“Mén of wit and fancy are often rakes; and
fancy is the food of love. Such men will
e paffion, Half the fex, in its prefent
infantine ftate, would pine for a Lovelace; a
man fo witty, fo graceful, and {fo valiant ;

and can they deferve blame for acting accord-
ing to principles {o conftantly inculcated?
They want a lover, and protector ; and, be-
hold him kneeling before them—bravery
proftrate to beauty ! The virtues of a hufs

band
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band are thus thrown by love into the back
ground, and gay hopes, or lively emotions,
banith refleion till the day of reckoning
comes ; and come it furely will, to turn the
{prightly lover into a furly fufpicious tyrant,
who contemptuoufly infults the very weak-
nefs he foftered. Or, fuppofing the rake
reformed, he cannot quickly get rid of old
habits. When a man of abilities is firft car-
ried away by his paffions, it is neceflary that
fentiment ‘and tafte varnifh the enormities
of vice, and give a zeft to brutal indul-
gences; but when the glofs of novelty is
worn off, and pleafure palls upon the fenfe,
lafcivioufnefs becomes barefaced, and enjoy=
ment only the defperate effort of weaknefs
flying from reflexion as from a legion of de-
vils. Oh! virtue thou art not an empty

name ! All that life can give—thou giveft!
If much comfort cannot be expected from
the friendfhip of a reformed rake of fupe-
riour abilities, what is the confequence when
he lacketh fenfe, as well as principles? Verily
mifery, in its moft hideous fhape. When
the habits of weak people are confolidated by
time, a reformation is barely poflible; and
actually makes the beings miferable who have
not
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not fufficient mind to be amufed by inno-
cent pleafure; like the tradefman who retires
from the hurry of bufinefs, nature prefents to
them only a univerfal blank ; and the reftlefs
thoughts prey on the damped {pirits *. Their
reformation, as well as his retirement, actually
makes them' wretched = becaufe it deprives
them of all employment, by quenching the
hopes and fears that fet in motion their flug-
gith minds.

If fuch is the force of habit ; if fuch is the
bondage of folly, how carefully ought we to
guard the mind  from froring up vicious affo-
ciations 5 and equally caréful fhould we be to
cultivate the underftanding, to fave the poor
wight from the weak dependent ftate of even
harmlefs ignorance. ' For it is the right ufe of
reafon alone which makes us independent of
every thing—excepting the unclouded Reafon
¢ Whofe fervice is perfe@ freedom.”

*1 have frequently feen this exemplified in women, whofe
beauty could no longer be repaired. ‘They have retired
from the noify fcenes of diffipation ; but, unlefs they became
methodifts, the folitude of ths felet fociety of their family
connexions or acquaintance, has prefented only a fearful
void 5 confequently, nervous complaints, and all the va-
pouifh train of idienefs, rendered them quite as ufelefs, and
far more unhappy, than when they joined the giddy throng,

COFA By
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CLH-A-PeaN s

MODESTY.—COMPREHENSIVELY CONSIDER=~
ED, AND NOT AS A SEXUAL VIRTUE.

Mobzsty! Sacred offspring of fenfibility
and reafon !—true delicacy of mind!—may I
unblamed prefume to inveftigate thy nature,
and trace to its covert the mild charm, that
mellowing each harth feature of a charaler,
renders what would otherwife only infpire
cold admiration—lovely { —Thou that fmooth-
eft the wrinkles of wifdom, and fofteneft the
tone of the fublimeft virtues till they all melt
into humanity ;—thou that fpreadett the ethe-
real cloud that furrounding love heightens
every beauty, it half fhades, breathing thofe
coy fweets that fieal into the heart, and charm
the fenfes—modulate for me the language of
perfuafive reafon, till T roufe my fex from the
flowery bed, on which they fupinely fleep
life away !
In fpeaking of the affociation of our ideas,
1 have noticed two diftin& modes ; and in
7y defining
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defining’ modefty, it appears to me equally
proper to dif

iminate that purity of mind,

which is the cffeé of chaftity, from a fim-
plicity of character that |

s us to form a jufk

i opinion of ,ourfelves, equally diftant from
vanity or prefumption, though by no means |
incompatible with a lofty confcioufnefs of our
own dignity. Modefty, in the latter fignifi-
cation of the term, is, that fobernefs of mind

) teaches a man not to think mere highly

ht to think, and fhould

mility, becaufe hu-

f than he ou

ement.

nodeft man often conceives a great plan,

and tenacioufly adheres to it, confcious of
his own ftrength, till fuccefs gives it a fanc-
i tion that determines its character. Milton
I was not arrogant when he fuffered a fug-
! geftion of judgment to efcape him that proved
| nor was General Warthington
wl ccepted of the command of the
Amcrican forces, The latter has always
b >d as a modeft man ; but had
he been merely humble, he would probably
have fhrunk back irrefolute, afraid of trufting
to himfelf the diretion of an enterprife, on
which {o much depended.

7 A modeft

| a. prophefy

n he

n charaleriz
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A modeft man is fteady, an humble man
timid, and a vain one prefumptuous : —this is
the judgment, which the obfervation of many
charaters, has led me to form. Jefus Chrift
was modeft, Mofes was humble, and Peter
vain.

Thus, diferiminating modefty from humi-
lity in one cafe, I do not mean to confound
it with bathfulnefs in the other. Bathful-
nefs, in fad, is fo diftin& from modefty, that
the moft bafhful lafs, or raw country lout,
often becomes the moft impudent; for their
bathfulnefs being merely the inftinctive timi-
dity of ignorancé, -cuftom foon ‘changes it
into aflurance *.

The thamelefs behaviour of the proftitutes,
who infeft the ftreets of this metropolis, raif-

* ¢ Such is the country-maiden’s fright,

¢ When firft a red-coat is in fight;

¢ Behind the door fhe hides her face ;

¢ Next time at diftance eyes the lace :

< She now can all his terrors ftand,

¢ Nor from his fqueeze withdraws her hand.

¢ She plays familiar in his arms,

¢ And ev’ry foldier hath his charms;

< From tent to tent fhe fpreads her flame ;

< For cuftom conquers fear and fhame,’

Gay,

& ; T2 ing
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ing alternate emotions of pity and difguft, may
ferve to illuftrate this remark. They tram+
ple on virgin bafhfulnefs with a fort of bra~
vado, and glorying in their fhame, become
more audacioufly lewd than men, however
depraved, to whom this fexual quality has
not beent gratuimuﬂy granted, ever appear to |
be. But thefe poor ignorant wretches never
had any modefty to lofe, when they configned
1 themfelves to infamy; for modefty is a virtue
not a quality. No, they were only bafhful,
: i fhame-faced innocents ; and lofing their in-
nocence, their fhame-facednefs was rudely

brufthed off; a virtue would have left fome
veftiges in the mind, had it been facrificed
i § to pafiion, to make us refpet the grand ruin.
’ Purity of mind, or that genuine delicacy,
which is the only virtuous fupport of chaf~ |
tity, is near akin to that refinement of hu-
manity, which never refides in any but cul-
tivated minds. It is fomething nobler than
innocence ; it is the delicacy of refletion, and
not the coynefs of ignorance. The referve
of reafon, which, like habitual cleanlinefs, is
feldom feen in any great degree, unlefs the
foul is a&tive, may eafily be diftinguithed from
| uftie fhynefs or wanton fkittifhnefs; and, fo

¥ far
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far from being incompatible with knowledge,
it is its faireft fruit. What a grofs idea of
modefty had the writer of the following re-
mark! ¢ The lady who afked the queftion
¢ whether women may be inftruéted in the
¢ modern fyftem of botany, confiftently with
¢ female delicacy >—was accufed of ridiculous
¢ prudery : neverthelefs, if fhe had propofed
¢ the queftion to me, I fhould certainly have
¢ anfwered—They cannot.” Thus is the fair
book of knowledge to be fhut with an ever-
lafting feal! On reading fimilar paffages I
have reverentially lifted up my eyes and heart
to Him who liveth for ever and ever, and
{aid, O my Father, haft Thou by the very
conftitution of her nature forbid Chy child to
feek Thee in the fair forms of truth? And,
can her foul be fullied by the know ledge that
awfully calls her to Thee ?

I have then philofophically purfued thefe
refletions till 1 inferred that thofe women
who have moft improved their reafon muft
have the moft modefty—though a dignified
fedatenefs of deportment may have fucceeded
the playful, bewitching bathfulnefs of youth*.

* Modefty, is the graceful calm virtue of maturity ;
bafhfuluefs, the charm of vivacious youth,

Tég And
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And thus have Targued. To render chaf*
tity the virtue from which unfophifticated
modefty will naturally flow, the attention
thould be called away from employments
which only exercife the fenfibility; and the
heart made fo beat time to humanity, rather
than to throb with love. The woman who
has dedicated a confiderable portion of her
time to purfuits purely intelleGtual, and whofe
affeions have been exercifed by humane
plans of ufefulnefs, muft have more purity of
mind, as a natural confequence, than the
ignorant beings whofe time and thoughts
have been occupied by gay pleafures or
fchemes to conquer hearts*. The regula-

lation

*1 have converfed, as man with man, with medical
hen, on anatomical fubjeds; and compared the proportions
of the human body with artifts—yet fuch modefty did T
meet with, that T was never reminded by word or look of
my fex, of the abfurd rules which make modefty a phari=
faical cloak of weaknefs. And I am perfuaded that in the
purfuit of knowledge women would never be infulted by
fenfible men, and rarcly by men of any defcription, if they
did not by mock modefty remind them that they were wo-

men: atuated by the fame fpirit as the Portugueze ladies,
who would ¢hink their charms infulted, if, when left alone
‘with a man, he did not, at leaft, attempt to be grofsly
familiag
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{ation of the behaviour is not modefly, though |
thofe who ftudy rules of decorum are, in ge-

neral, termed modeft women. Make the

heart clean, let it expand and fecl for all that

is human, inftead of being narrowed by felfith

paflions ; and let the mind frequently con-

(emplare fubjecs that exercife the underftand-

ing, without heating the imagination, and

artlefs modefty will give the finithing touches

to the picture.

She who can difcern the dawn of immor-
tality, in the ftreaks that thoot athwart the
mifty night of ignorance, promifing a clearer
day, will refpedt, as a facred temple, the
body that enfhrines fuch an improvable foul.
True love, likewife, fpreads this kind of
myfterious fan&ity round the beloved objec,
making the lover moft modeft when in her
prefence So referved is affeétion that,
receiving or returning perfonal endearments,
it withes, not only to thun the human eye,
as a kind of profanation ; but to diffufe an

familiar with their perfons. Men are not always men in
the company of women, nor would women always remem-
ber that they are women, if they were allowed to acquire
more underftanding.
# Male or female ; for the world contains many mo-
deft men,
T g encircling
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encircling cloudy obfcurity to fhut out even
the faucy fparkling funbeams. Yet, that
affeétion does not deferve the epithet of chafte,
which does not reccive a fublime gloom of
tender melancholy, that allows the mind for
2 moment to ftand fill and enjoy the prefent
fatisfaction, when a confcioufnefs of the Di-
vine prefence is felt—for this muft ever be
the food of joy !

As I have always been fond of tracing to its
fource in nature any prevailing cuftom, I
have frequently thought that it was a fenti~
ment of affection for whatever had touched
the perfon of an abfent or loft friend, which
gave birth to that refpe for relicks, fo much,
abufed by felfith priefts. Devotion, or love,
may be allowed to hallow the garments as
well as the perfon; for the lover muft want
fancy who has not a fort of facred refpec for
the glove or {lipper of his miftrefs. He could
not confound them with vulgar things of the

fame kind. This fine fentiment, perhaps,
would not bear to be analyzed by the experi-
mental philofopher—but of fuch ftuff is hu-
man rapture made up !—A fhadowy phan-

tom glides before us, obfcuring every other

objet; yet when the foft cloud is grafped,
the
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the form melts into common air, leaving a
{olitary void, or {iveet perfume, ftolen from
the violet, that memory long holds dear,
But, I have tripped unawares on fairy
ground, feeling the balmy gale of fpring
{tealing on me, though november frowns.

Asa fex, women are mare chafte than men,
and as modefty is the effect of chaftity, they
may deferve to have this virtue afcribed to
them in rather an appropriated fenfes yet, I
muft be allowed to add an hefitating if :—for
T doubt whether chaftity will produce mo-
defty, though it may propriety of condu&,
when it is merely a refpe& for the opinion of
the world ¥, and when coquetry and the love-
lorn tales of novelifts employ the thoughts.
Nay, from experience, and reafon, I fhould
be led to expect to meet with more modefty
amongft men than women, fimply becaufe
men exercifc their underftandings more than
womell.

But, with refpe@ to propriety of behavi-
our, excepting one clafs of females, women
have evidently the advantage. What can be

* The immodeft behaviour of miany married women,

who are neverthelels faithful to their hufbands’ beds, will

jllufrace this remark.

mare
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more difgufting than that impudent drofs of
| gallantry, thought fo manly, which makes |
| many men flare infultingly at every female i
they meet ? Is this refpec for the fex ? This |
loofe behaviour fhews fuch habitual depra- !
vity, fuch weaknefs of mind, that it is vain 1
to expect much public or private virtue, till {

both men and women grow more modeft—
till men, curbing a fenfual fondnefs for the
fex; or an affeQation of manly affurance,
more 171'01 €.

y {peaking, impudence, treat
each other with refpe@—unlefs appetite or
paflion gives the tone, peculiar to it, to their

ybehaviour. I mean even perfonal refpeét—
the modeft refpec of humanity, and fellow-
feeling—not the libidinous mockery of gal-
Jantry, nor the infolent condefcenfion of
proteQorthip.

To carry the obfervation ftill further, mo-
defly muft heal ily difclaim, and refufe to dwell

] with that debauchery of mind, which leads a

man coolly to bring forward, without a blufh,
indecent allufions, or obfcene witticifms, in
the prefence of a fellow creature; women are
now out of the queftion, for then it is brutality.
! Refpet for man, as man, is the foundation
of every noble fentiment.

How much more
modeft
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modeft is the libertine who obeys the call of
appetite or fancy, than the lewd joker wha
fets the table in a roar!

“This is one of the many inflances in which
the fexual diftin&ion refpecting modefty has
proved fatal to virtue and happinefs. It is,
however, carried ftill further, and woman,
weak woman ! made by her education the
flave of fenfibility, is required, on the moft
trying occafions, to refift that {enfibility.
¢ Can any thing,' fays Knox, ¢ be more ab-
¢ furd than keeping women in a ftate of ig-
¢ norance, and yet fo vehemently to infift on
¢ their refifting temptation ?'—Thus when
virtue or honour make it proper to check a
paflion, the burden is thrown on the weaker
thoulders, contrary to reafon and true mo-
defty, which, at leaft, fhould render the felf-
denial mutual, to fay nothing of the genero-
fity of bravery, fuppofed to be a manly
virtue.,

In the fame firain runs Rouficau’s and
Dr. Gregory's advice refpecting modefty,
ftrangely mifcalled ! for they both defire a
wife to leave it in doubt whether fenfibility
or weaknefs led her to her hufband’s arms.—
The woman is immodeft who can let the

{hadow
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fhadow of fuch a doubt remain on her hufy
band’s mind a moment.

But to flate the fubjet in a different light,
—The want of modefty, which I principally
deplore as fubverfive of morality, arifes from
the flate of warfare fo ftrenuoufly fupported
by voluptuous men as the very effence of
modetty, though, in fa&, its bane ; becaufe
jt is a refinement on luft, that men fall into
who have not fufficient virtue to relith the
innocent pleafures of love. A man of deli-
cacy carries his notions of modefty fhill fur
ther, for neither weaknefs nor fenfibility will
gratify him —he looks for affection.

Again; men boaft of their triumphs over
women, what do they boaft of ? Truly the
creature of fenfibility was furprifed by her
(snﬁbihty into folly—into vice # s and"'the
dreadful reckoning falls heavily on her own
weak head, when reafon wakes, For where

art thou to find comfort, forlorn and difcon-
folate one? He who ought to have direfted
thy reafon, and fupported thy weaknefs, has
betrayed thee ! In a dream of paffion thou
confentedft to wander through flowery lawns,
* The poor math fluttering round a candle, burns its
wings.

and




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 1’85

and heedlefsly frepping over the precipice to
which thy guide, inftead of guarding, lured
thee, thou ftarteft from thy dream only to
face a fneering, frowning world, and to find
thyfelf alone in a walte, for he that triumphed
in thy weaknefs is now purfuing new cons
quefts; but for thee—there is no redemption
on this fide the grave!—And what refource
has thou in an enervated mind to raife a fink«
ing heart ?

But, if the fexes are really to live in a
{tate of warfare, if nature has pointed it out,
let men aé& nobly, or let pride whifper to
thern, that the victory is mean when they
merely vanquifh fenfibility. The real con-
queft is that over affe@tion net taken by fur-
prife—when, like Heloifa, a woman gives up
all the world, deliberately, for love. I do not
now confider the wifdom or virtue of fuch a
facrifice, 1 only contend that it was a facri-
fice to affe&ion, and not merely to fenfibility,
though fhe had her fhare.—And I muft be
allowed to call her a modeft woman, before
1 difmifs this part of the fubjec, by faying,
that till men are more chafte women will be
immodeft. Where, indeed, could modeft
wamen find hufbands from whom they would

not
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not continually turn with difguft? Modefty
muit be equally cultivated by both fexes, or
it will ever remain a fickly hot-houfe plant,
whilft the affetation of it, the fig leaf bor-
rowed by wantonnefs, may give a zeft to
voluptuous enjoyments.

Men will probably ftill infift that woman
ought to have more modefty than man; but
it is not difpaflionate reafoners who will moft
carneftly oppofe my opinion. No, they are the
men of fancy, the favourites of the fex, who
outwardly refpect and inwardly defpife the
weak creatures whom they thus fport with,
They cannot fubmit to refign the higheft
fenfual gratification, nor even to relifh the
epicurifm of virtue—felf-denial.

To take another view of the fubject, con-
fining my remarks to women.

The ridiculous falfities * which are told to
children, from miftaken notions of modefty,

tend

* Children very early fee cats with their kiteens, birds
with their young ones, &c.  Why then are they not to be
told that their mothers carry and nourifh them in the fame
way? As there would then be no appearance of myftery
they would never think of the fubject more. Truth may
always be told to children, if it be told gravely ; but it is
the immodefty of affeCted modefty, that does all the mif-
- y chief;
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tend very early to inflame their imaginations
and fet their little minds to work, refpecting
{ubjeds, which nature never intended they
fhould think of till the body arrived at fome
degree of maturity ; then the paffions natu-
rally begin to take place of the fenfes, as in-
ftruments to unfold the underflanding, and
form the moral characer.

In nurferies, and boarding-fchools, I fear,
girls are firft fpoiled ; particularly in the lat-
ter. A number of girls fleep in the fame
room, and wafh together. And, though I
thould be forry to contaminate an innocent
creature’s mind by inflilling falfe delicacy, or
thofe indecent prudifh notions, which early
cautions refpeting the other fex naturally

engender, 1 fhould be very anxious to pre~
vent their acquiring nafty, or immodeft ha-
bits; and as many girls have learned very
nafty tricks, from ignorant fervants, the

chief ; and this fmoke heats the ima

tion by vainly en-
deavouring to obfeure certain objedts. If indeed, chil-
dren could be kept entirely from improper compang, we
fhould never allude to any fuch fubjects ; but as this is
impoffible, it is beft to tell them the truth, efpecially a5
fuch information, not interefting them, will make no im-
preffion on their imaginstion.

mixing
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mixing them thus indifcriminately togethers;
is very improper.

To fay the truth Wwomen are, in general,
too famniliar with each other, which leads to
that grofs degree of familiarity that fo fres
quently renders the marriage ftate unhappy.
Why in the name of decency ae fifters, fe-
male intimates, or ladies and their waiting=
women, to be fo grofsly familiar as to forget
the refpect which one human creature owes
to another ? That fqueamith delicacy which
thrinks from the moft difgufting offices when
affection * or humanity lead us to watch at a
fick pillow, is defpicable. But, why wo=
men in health fhould be more familiar with
each other than men are, when they boaft of
their fuperiour delicacy, is a folecifm in man«
ners which I could never folve.

In order to preferve health and beauty, 1
fhould carneftly recommend frequent ablu-
tions, to dignify my advice that it may not
offend the faftidious ear ; and, by example, girls
ought to be taught to wath and drefs alone,

* Affe@ion would rather make one choofe to perform
thefe offices, to fpare the delicacy of a friend, by ftill keep-
ing a veil over them, for the perfonal helpleflnefs, pro-
duced by ficknefs, is of an humbling nature.
without
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without atiy diftin@ion of rank ; and if cuf-
tom fhould make them require fome little
affiftance, let them not require it till that
part of the bufinefs is over which ought never
to be done before a fellow-creature ; becaufe
it is an infult to the majefty of human na-
ture: Not on the fcore of modefty, but de-
dency for the care which fome modeft wo-
men take, making at the fame time a difplay
of that care, not to let their legs be feen, is
as childith as immodeft *,

1 could proceed flill further; till I animad-
verted on fome flill more nafty cuftoms,
which men never fall into. Si
—where filence ought to reign; and that

rets are told

regard to cleanline

which fome religious
fets have, perhaps, carried too far, efpecially
the Effenes, amongft the Jews, by makin

that an infult to God which is only an infult

to humanity, is violated in a beaftly manner.

How can delicate women obtrude on not:
that part of the animal ceconomy, which is

* I remember to have met with a fentence, in a book of

education, that made me fmile. ¢ It would be needlefs to

¢ caution you again{t putting your hand, by chance, under

¢ your neck-handkerchief; for a modeft woman never
< did ol
U fo
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fo very difgufting ? And is it not very rational
to conclude, that the women who have not
been taught to refpe@t the human nature of
their own fex, in thefe particulars, will not
long refpect the mere difference of fex in their
hufbands ? Affer their maidenifh bafhfulrefs
is once loft, I, in fa&, have generally ob-
ferved, that women fall into old habits; and
treat their hufbands as they did their fifters or
female acquaintance.

Befides, women from neceflity, becaufe
their minds are not cultivated, have recourfe
very often to what I familiarly term bodily
wit; and their intimacies are of the fame
kind. In fhort, with refpe@ to both mind
and body, they are too intimate. That de-
cent perfonal referve which is the foundation
of dignity of chara@er, muft be kept up be-
tween women, or their minds will never
gain ftrength or modefty.

On this account alfo, I obje to many fe-
males being fhat up together in nurferies,
{chools, or convents. I cannot recolle@® with-~
out indignation, the ]

s and hoiden tricks,
which knots of young women indulge them-
felves in, when in my youth accident threw
ne, an awkward ruflic, in their w ay. They

4 were
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were almoft on a par with the double mean-
ings, which thake the convivial table when
the glafs has circulated freely. But, it is
vain to attempt to keep the heart pure, un-
lefs the head is furnithed with ideas, and fet
to work to compare them, in order to ac-
quire judgment, by generalizing fimple ones ;
and modefty, by making the uuder(hndnm
damp the (Lll(l)llltv.

It may be thought that I lay too great a
ftrefs on perfonal referves; but it is ever the
handmaid of modefty. So that were I to
name the graces that ought to adorn beauty,
1 fhould inftantly exclaim, cleanlinefs, neat-
nefs, and perfonal referve. It is obvious, T
fuppofe, that the referve I mean, has nothing
fexual in it, and that I think it equally ncce[—
fary in both fexes. So neceflary, indeed, is
that referve and cleanlinefs which indolent
women too often negled, that I will venture
to affirm that when two or three women live
in the fame houfe, the one will be moft re-
{pected by the male part of the family, who
refide with them, leaving love entirely out of
the queftion, who pays thxs kind of habitual
refpect to her perfon.

Wiz ‘When
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When domeftic friends meet in a morning,
there will naturally prevail an affetionate fe-
rioufnefs, efpecially, if each look forward to
the difcharge of daily duties; and, it may be
reckoned fanciful, but this fentiment has
frequently rofe fpontancoufly in my mind,
1 have been pleafed after breathing the fivect-
bracing morning air, to fee the fame kind of
frethnefs in the countenances ¥ particularly
loved; I was glad to fee them braced, as it
were, for the day, and ready to run their
courfe with the fun. The greetings of affec~
tion in the morning are by thefe means more
refpeful than the faiiliar tendernefs which
frequently prolongs the evening talk. = Nay,
1 have often felt hurt, not to fay difgufted,
when a friend has appeared, whom I parted
with full drefled the evening before, with
her clothes huddled on, becaufe the chofe to
indulge herfelf in bed till the laft moment.

Domeflic affetion can only be kept alive
by thefe negle@ed attentions ; yet if men and
women took half as much pains to drefs habi~
tually neat, as they do to ornament, or rather
to disfigure, their perfons, much would be
done towards the attainment of purity of
mind. But women only drefs to gratify men
of
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of gallantry; for the lover is always beft
pleafed with the fimple garb that fits clofe to
the fhape. - There is an impertinence in or-
naments that rebuffs affection; becanfe love
always clings round the idea of home.

As a fex, women are hibitually indolent 3
and every thing tends to make them fo. I
do not forget the fpurts of aivity which
fenfibility produces; but as thefe flights of
feelings only increafe the evil, they are not
to be confounded with the flow, orderly walk
of reafon. = So great in reality is their mental
and bodily indolence, that till their body be
ftrengthened and their underftanding enlarged
by active exertions, there is little -reafon to
expect that modefty will take place of bafh-
fulnefs. They may find it prudent to aflume
its femblan but the fair veil will only be
worn on gala days.

Perhaps, there is not a virtue that mixes
fo Kindly with every other as modefty.—

it is the pale moon-beam that renders more
interefting every virtue it foftens, giving
mild grandeur to the contratted horizon,
Nothing can be more beautiful than the
poetical fi&tion, which makes Diana with
bher filver crefcent, the goddefs of chaftity,

U 3 1 have
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I have fometimes thought, that wandering
with fedate ftep in fome lonely recefs, a mo-
deft dame of antiquity muft have felt a glow
of confcious dignity when, after contemplat-
ing the foft fhadowy landfcape, the has in-
vited with placid fervour the mild reflection of
her fifters beams to turn to her chafte bofom.

A Chriftian has ftill nobler motives to incite
hertopreferve her chaftity andacquiremodefty,
for her body has been called the Temple of the
living God; of that God who requires more
than modefty of mein. His eye fearcheth the
heart; and let her remember, that if fhe
hopeth to find favour in the fight of purity
itfelf, her chaftity muft be founded on mo-
defty and not on worldly prudence; or verily
a good reputation will be her only reward;
for that awful intercourle, that facred com-
munication, which virtue eftablithes between
man and his Maker, muft give rife to the
with of being pure as he is pure!

After the foregoing remarks, it is almoft
fuperfluous to add, that I confider all thofe
feminine airs of maturity, which fucceed
bathfulnefs, to which truth is facrificed, to
{fecure the heart of a hufband, or rather to
force him to be ftill a lover when nature
would,
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would, had fhe not been interrupted in her
operations, have made love give place to
friendfhip, as immodeft. The tendernefs
which a man will feel for the mother of his
children is an excellent fubflitute for the ar-
dour of unfatisfied paffion but to prolong
that ardour it is indelicate, not to fay immo-
deft, for women to feign an unnatural cold-
nefs of conftitution. Women as well as men
ought to have the common appetites and paf~
fions of their nature, they are only brutal
when unchecked by reafon: but the obliga-
tion to check them is the duty of mankind,
not a fexual duty. Nature, in thefe refpes,
may fafely be left to herfelf; let women only
acquire knowledge and humanity, and love
will teach them modefty *. There is no need
of falfehoods, difgufting as futile, for fudied
of behaviour only impofe on fhallow
obfervers; a man of fenfe foon fecs through,
and defpifes the affe@ation.

rules

* The behaviour of many newly married women has
often difgufted me. They feem anxious never to let their
hufbands forget the privilege of marriage; and to find no
pleafure in his fociety unlefs he is acting the lover, Short,
indeed, muft be the reign of love, when the flame is thus
conftantly blown up, without its receiving any folid fewel |

U 4 The
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The behaviour of young people, to each
other, as men and women, is the laft thing
that thould be thought of in education. In
fa&, behaviour in moft circumftances is now
fo much thought of, that fimplicity of cha~
sader is rarely to'be feen: yet, if men were
only anxious to cultivate each virtue, and
let it take root firmly in the mind, the
grace refulting from it, its natural exteriour
mark, would foon ftrip affeation of its
flaunting plumes; becaufe, fallacious as un-
ftable, is the conduét that is not founded
upon truth |

Would ye, O my fifters, really poflefs
modefty, ye muft remember that the pof-
feffion of virtue, of any denamination, is
incompatible with ignorance and vanity ! ye
muft acquire that fobernefs of mind, which
the _excrcife ‘of duties, and the purfuit of
knowledge, alone infpire, or ye will fhll
remain in a doubtful dependent fituation,
and only be loved whilt ye are fair !
"The downcaft eye, the rofy bluth, the re-
tiring grace, are all proper in their fea-
fon; but modefty, being the child of rea-
fon, cannot long exift with the {fenfibility
that is not tempered by reflection. Befides,

when




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 297

when love, even innocent love, is the whole
employ of your lives, your hearts will be too
{oft to afford modefty that tranquil retreat,
where fhe delights to dwell, in clofe union
with humanity,

CHAP,
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C FE ARSI

MORALITY UNDERMINED BY SEXUAL No-
TIONS OF TH
REPUTATION,

© IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD

Ir has long fince occurftd to me that advice
refpe@ing behaviour, and all the various modes
of preferving a good reputation, which have
been {o ftrenuoufly inculcated on the female
world, were fpecious poifons, that incrufting
morality cat away the fubftance, And, that
this meafuring of fhadows produced a falfe
calculation, becaufe their length depends fo
much on the height of the {un, and other
adventitious circumftances.

From whence arifes the eafly fallacious be-
haviour of a courtier ? From his fituation,
undoubtedly : for ftanding in need of depend-
ents, he is obliged to learn the art of deny-
ing without g

ing offence, and, of evafively
feeding hope with the chameleon’s food :
thus does politenefs fport with truth, and

cating
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eating away the fincerity and humanity natu-
ral to man, produce the fine gentleman.
‘Women in the fame way acquire, from a
{fuppofed neceflity, an equally artificial mode
of behaviour. Yet truth is not with impu-
nity to be fported with, for the practifed dif-
fembler, at laft, become the dupe of his
own arts, lofes that fagacity, which has been
juftly termed common fenfe ; namely, a quick
perception of common truths : which are con-
ftantly received as fuch by the unfophifticated
mind, though it might not have had fuffi-
cient energy to difcover them itfelf, when
obfcured by local prejudices. The greater
number of people take their opinions on truft
to avoid the trouble of exercifing their own
minds, and thefe indolent beings natura
adhere to the letter, rather than the {
2 law, divine or human. ¢ Women,’

< not what only heaven fees.”
deed fhould they ? it is the eye of mau tl
they have been taught to dread—and if they
can lull their Argus to flocp, they feldom think
of heaven or themfelves, becaufe their r
tion is fafe; and it is reputation, not chaf~
tity and all its fair train, that they are em-

ployed
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ployed to keep free from fpot, not as a virtue,

| but to preferve their ftation in the world.
To prove the truth of this remark, I need
only advert to the intrigues of married wo-
men, particularly in high life, and in coun-
tries where women are fuitably married, ac-
cording to  their refpedive ‘ranks, by their
{ parents. If an innocent girl become a.prey
i | to love, fhe is degraded for ever, though her
1' mind was not polluted by the arts which
married women, under the convenient cloke
of marriage, praQife ; nor has the violated
any duty—Dbut the duty of refpecting herfelf;
| The married woman, on the contrary, breaks
| a moft facred engagement, and becomes
| a crucl mother when the is a falfe and
faithlefs wife. If her hufband has ftill an
I ‘ affedtion for her, the arts which fhe muft
} l pradife to deceive him, will render her the
moft contemptible of human beings ; and,. at
any rate, the contrivances neceflary to pre-
ferve appearances, will keep her mind in that
childith, or vicious, tumult, which deftroys
all its energy. Befides, in time, like thofe
people who ha ually take cordials to raife
their fpirits, the will want an intrigue to give
life to her thoughts, having loft all relith for
! pleafures

sigaareys
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pleafures that are not highly feafoned by hope
or fear.

Sometimes married women a& ftill more
audacioufly ; 1 will mention an inftance.

A woman of quality, notorious for her gal-
lantries, though as fhe flill lived with her huf-
band, nobody chofe to place her in the clafs
where fhe ought to have been placed, made a
point of treating with the moft infulting con-
tempt a poor timid creature, abathed by a
fenfe of her former weaknefs, whom a nsigh-
bouring gentleman had feduced and after-
wards married. This woman had aéually
confounded virtue with reputation; and, I
do believe, valued herfelf on the propriety of
her behaviour before marriage, though when
once fettled, to the fatisfa&tion of her fa-
mily, fhe and her lord were equally faithlefs,
—fo that the half alive heir to an immenfe

eftate, came from heaven knows where!
To view this fubjec in another light.

T have known a nu

1ber of women who,
if they did not love their hufbands, loved no-

body elfe, give themfelves entirely up to

vanity and diffipation, negle@ing every do-

meftic duty; nay, cven fquandering away
all'the mouey which fhould ‘have been faved

for
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for their helplefs younger children, yet have
plumed themfelves on their unfullied reputa=
tion, as if the whole compafs of their duty as
wives and mothers was ouly to preferve it.
Whilft other indolent women neglecting
every perfonal duty, have thought that they
deferved their hufbands’ affetion, becaufe they
acted in this refped with propriety.

Weak minds are always fond of refting in
the ceremonials of duty, but morality offers
much fimpler motives ; and it were to be
withed that fuperficial moralifts had faid lefs
refpeding behaviour,and outward obfervances,
for unlefs virtue, of any kind, is built on
knowledge, it will only produce a kind of
infipid decency. Refpect for the opinion of
the world, has, however, been termed the
principal duty of woman in the moft exprefs
words, for Roufleau declares, ¢ that reputa-
¢ tion is no lefs indifpenfable than chaftity.”
¢ A man,’ adds he, ¢ fecure in his own good
conduét, depends only on himfelf, and
may brave the public opinion ;. but a wo-
man, in behaving well, performs but half
her duty; as what is thought of her, is as
important to her as what fhe really is

follows hence, that the fyftem of a wo-

¢ man’s

i
|
i
|
|
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¢ man’s education thould, in this refpe&, be
¢ dire@ly contrary to that of ours. Opinion
¢ is the grave of virtue among the men ; but
¢ its throne among women.’ It is frictly
logical to infer that the virtue that refts on
opinion is merely worldly, and that it is the
virtue of a being to whom reafon has been
denied. But, even with refpeét to the opinion
of the world, I am convinced that this clafs
of reafoners are miftaken.

‘This regard for reputation, independent of
its being one of the natural rewards of vir-
tue, however, took its rife from a caufe that
I have already deplored as the grand fource of
female depravity, the impofiibility of regain-
ing refpe@ability by a return to virtue, though
men preferve theirs during the indulgence of
vice. It was natural for women then to en-
deavour to preferve what once loft—was lofk
for ever, till this care fwallowing up every

other care, reputation for chaflity, became
the one thing needful to the fex. But vain
is the ferupulofity of ignorance, for neither
religion nor virtue, when they refide in the
heart, require fuch a puerile attention to mere
ceremonies, becaufe the behaviour muft, upon

the
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the whole, be proper, when the motive i§
purc,

"To fupport my opinion I can produce very
refpe@able authority ; and the authority of 4
cool reafoner ought to have weight to enforce
confideration, though not to eftablifh a fen-
timent. Speaking of the general laws of mo-
rality, Dr. Smith obferves,—¢ That by fome
¢ very extraordinary and unlucky circum-
¢ ftance, a good man may come to be fuf:
¢ pected of a crime of which he was altogether

¢ incapable, and upon that account be moft

unjuftly expofed for the remaining part of
his life to the horror and averfion of man-
¢ kind. By an accident of this kind he may
be faid to lofe his all, notwithftanding his
¢ integrity and juftice, in the fame manner
as a cautious man, notwithftanding his
¢ utmoft circum{pection, may be ruined by

¢ an earthquake or an inundation. Accidents
¢ of the firft kind, however, are perhaps ftill
¢ more rare, and flill more contrary to the
¢ common courfe of things than thofe of the
¢ fecond; and it ftill remains true, that the
¢ pradtice of truth, juftice, and humanity,
¢ is a certain and almoft infallible method of
¢ acquiring
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¢ acquiring what thofe virtues chiefly aim at,
¢ the confidence and love of thofe we live
with, A perfon may be cafily mifrepre-
fented with regard to a particular action 3
but it is fcarce poffible that he fhould be {o
with regard to the general tenor of his con-
du@. An innocent man may be believed
¢ to have done wrong : this, however, will
rarely happen. On the contrary, the efta-
blithed opinion of the innocence of his man-
ners. will often lead us to abfolve him
where he has really been in the fault, not-
withftanding very ftrong prefumptions.”
1 perfectly coincide in opinion with this
writer, for I verily believe that few of ei-
ther fex were ever defpifed for certain vices
without deferving to be defpifed. I fpeak not
of the calumny of the moment, which hangs
over a charafter, like one of the denfe fogs of
November, over this metropolis, till it gra-
dually fubfides before: the common light of
day, I only contend that the daily condué of
the majority prevails to ffamp their character
with the impreffion of truth. Quietly does
the clear light, fhining day after day, refute
the ignorant {urmife, or malicious tale, which
has thrown dirt on a pure charaer. A
falfe light diftorted,” for a fhort time, its fha-
5% dow
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dow—reputation ; but it feldom fails to be=
come juft when the cloud is difperfed that
produced the miftake in vifion.

Many people, undoubtedly, in feveral re-
{peds obtain,a better reputation than, firicly
{peaking, they deferve; for unremitting in-
duftry will moftly reach its goal in all races.
They who only ftrive for this paltry prize,
like the Pharifees, who prayed at the corners
of ftrects, to be feen of men, verily ob-
tain the reward they feek ; for the heart of
man cannot be read by man! Still the fair
fame that is naturally refleéted by good ac-
tions, when the man is only employed to
dire® his fteps aright, regardlefs of the
lookers-on, is, in general, not only more
true, but more fure,

There are, it is true, trials when the good
man muft appeal to God from the injuftice of
man; and amidft the whining candour or
hiflings of envy, ere&t a pavilion in his own
mind to retire to till the rumour be overpafts
nay, the darts of undeferved cenfure may
pierce an innocent tender bofom through
with many forrows; but thefe are all excep-
tions to general rules. And it is according to
thefe common laws that human behaviour
ought to be regulated. The eccentric orbit

of
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of the comet never influences aftronomical
calculations refpecting the invariable order
eftablithed in the motion of the principal bo-
dies of the folar fyftem.

I will then venture to affirm, that after a
man is arrived at maturity, the general out-
line of his characer in the world is juft, al-
lowing for the before-mentioned exceptions
to the rule. I do not fay that a prudent,
worldly-wife man, with only negative vir-
tues and qualities, may not fometimes obtain
a more fmooth reputation than a wifer or a
better man.  So far from it, that I am apt
to conclude from experience, that where the
virtue of two people is nearly equal, the
moft negative character will be liked beft
by the world at large, whilft the other may
have more friends in private life. But the
hills and dales, clouds and funfhine, confpi-
cuous in the virtues of great men, fet off
each other ; and though they afford envious
weaknefs a fairer mark to fhoot at, the real
character will fill work its way to light,
though befpattered by weak affe@ion, or in-
genious malice *,

* Lallude to various biographical writings, but particu-
larly to Bofwell’s Life of Johnfon,

X2 . With
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With refpe to that anxiety to preferve a
reputation hardly carned, which leads fagacious
people to analyze it, I thall not make the obvi-
ous comment ; but I am afraid that morality is
very infidioufly undermined, in the female
world, by the attention being turned to the
thew inftead of the fubftance. A fimple
thing is thus made ftrangely complicated ;
nay, fometimes virtue and its thadow are fet
at variance. We thould never, perhaps, have
heard of Lucretia, had fhe died to preferve
her challity inftead of her reputation. If we
really deferve our own good opinion we fhall
commonly be refpected in the world ; but if
we pant after higher improvement and higher

attainments, it is not {ufficient to view our-
felves as we fuppofe that we are viewed by
others, though this has been ingenioufly ar-
gued, as the foundation of our moral fenti-
ments ¥, Becaufe each by-flander may have
his own prejudices, befide the prejudices of
his age or country. We fhould rather endea-
vour to view ourfelves as we fuppofe that

Being views us who feeth each thought ripen

into action, and whofe judgment never

- * Smith,

7 {werves
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fwerves from the eternal rule of right. Righ-
teous are all his judgments—juft as merciful !

The humble mind that fecketh to find favour
in His fight, and calimly examines its conduct
when only His prefence is felt, will feldom
form a very erroneous opinion of its own vir-
tues.  During the fhll hour of felf-collection
the angry brow of offended juftice will be
fearfully deprecated, or the tic which draws
man to the Deity will be recognized in the
pure fentiment of reverential adoration, that
{wells the heart without exciting any tumul.
tuous emotions. In thefe folemn moments
man difcovers the germ of thofe vices, which
like, the Java tree thed a peftiferous vapour
around —death is in the fhade ! and he per-
ceives them without abhorrence, becaufe he
feels himfelf drawn by fome cord of lave to
all his fellow-creatures, for whofe follies he
is anxious fo find eyery extenuation in their
pature—in himfelf. If I, he may thus ar

ue,

who exercife my own mind, and have been
refined by tribulation, find the ferpent’s eggin
fome fold of my heart, and crufh it with
difficulty, fhall not I pity thofe whofe have
ftamped with lefs vigour, or who have heed-
efsly nurtured the infidious reptile till it
poifoned the vital ftream it fucked ? Can T,

ok confcious




310 VINDICATION OF THE

confcious of my fecret fins, throw off my
fellow-creatures, and calmly fee them drop into
the chafm of perdition, that yawns to receive
them.—No! no! The agonized heart will
cry with fuffocating impatience—I too am a
man! and have vices, hid, perhaps, from
human eye, that bend me to the duft before
God, and loudly tell me, when all is mute,
that we are formed of the fame earth, and
breathe the fame clement. Humanity thus
rifes naturally out of humility, and twifts the
cords of love that in various convolutions en-
tangle the heart.

This fympathy extends Il further, till a

man well pleafed obferves force in arguments

that do not carry conviction to his own bo-
fom, and he gladly places in the faireft light,
to himfelf, the fhews of reafon that have led
others aftray, rejoiced to find fome reafon in
all the errors of man; though before con-
vinced that he who rules the day makes his
fun to fhine on all. Yet, fhaking hands thus
as it were with corruption, one foot on earth,
the other with bold ftride mounts to heaven,
and claims kindred with fuperiour natures.
Virtues, unobferved by man, drop their balmy
fragrance at this cool hour, and the thirfty

land,
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fand, refrefhed by the pure ftreams of comfort
that fuddenly guth out, is crowned with
{miling verdure; this is the living green, on
which that eye may look with complacency
that is too pure to behold iniquity !

But my fpirits flag; and I muft filently
indulge the reverie thefe refletions lead to,
unable to defcribe the fentiments, that have
calmed my foul, when watching the rifing
fun, a foft fthower drizzling through the
leaves of neighbouring trees, feemed to fall on
my languid, yet tranquil {pirits, to cool the
heart that had been heated by the paffions
which reafon laboured to tame.

The leading principles which run through
all my difquifitions, would render it unnece{~
fary to enlarge on this fubjec, if a conftant
attention to keep the varnifh of the chara&er
freth, and in good condition, were not often
inculcated as the fum total of female duty; if
rules to regulate the behaviour, and to pre-
ferve the reputation, did not too frequently
{uperfede moral obligations. But, with re-
fped to reputation, the attention is confined
to a fingle virtue—chaftity. If the honour
of a woman, as it is abfurdly called, is fafe,
fhe may neglect every focial duty; nay, ruin

X 4 her
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her family by gaming and extravagance; yet
ftill prefent a thamelefs front—for truly the
is an honourable woman !

Mrs. Macaulay has juftly obferved, that

¢ there is but one fault which a woman
¢ of honour miay not commit with impunity.’
She then juftly, and humanely adds—¢ This
¢ has given rife to the trite and foolifh obfer-
¢ vation, that the firft fault againft chaftity
¢ in woman has a radical power to deprave
the charatter. But no fuch frail beings
¢ come out of the hands of nature. The
human mind is built of nobler materials
than to be {o eafily corrupted ; and with all
their difadvantages of fituation and educa-
tion, women feldom become entirely aban-
doned till they are thrown into a ftate of
defperation, by the venpomous rancour of
their own fex.”
But, in proportion as this regard for the
reputation of chaftity is prized by women,
it is defpifed by men : and the two extremes
are equally deftructive to morality.

Men are certainly more under the in-
fluence of their appetites than women ; and
their appetites are more depraved by unbridled
indulgence and the faftidious contrivances of
fatiety,
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fatiety. Luxury has introduced a refinement
in eating, that deftroys the conftitution; and,
a degree of gluttony which is fo beaftly, that
a perception of feemlinefs of behaviour muft
be worn out before one being could eat im-
moderately in the prefence of another, and
afterwards complain of the oppreflion that his
intemperance naturally produced. Some wo-
men, particularly French women, have alfo
loft a fenfe of decency in this refped; for
they will talk very calmly of an indigeftion.
It were to be wifhed that idlenefs was not
allowed to generate, on the rank foil of
wealth, thofe fwarms of fummer infeéts that
feed on putrefaction, we thould not then be
difgufted by the fight of fuch brutal excefles.
There is one rule relative to behaviour that,

1 think, ought to regulate every other; and
it is fimply to cherifh fuch an habitual refpe&
for mankind as may prevent us from difguft<
ing a fellow-creature for the fake of a prefent
indulgence. The thameful indolence of many
married women, and others a little advanced
in life, frequently leads them to fin againft
delicacy.  Far, though convinced that the
perfon is the band of union between the
{gxes, yet, how often do they from fheer in-
dolence,
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dolence, or, to enjoy fome trifling indul~
gence, difguft ?

The depravity of the appetite which brings
the fexes together, has had a ftill more fatal
effet. Nature muft ever be the ftandard of
tafte, the gauge of appetite—yet how grofsly
is nature infulted by the voluptuary, Leav-
ing the refinements of love out of the quef-
tion ; nature, by making the gratification of
an appetite, in this refpe, as well as every
other, a natural and imperious law to pre-
ferve the fpecies, exalts the appetite, and
mixes a little mind and affecion with a fen-
fual guft. The feelings of a parent ming-
ling with an inftin@ merely animal, give it
dignity ; and the man and woman often
meeting on account of the child, a mutual
intereft and affeGtion is excited by the exer-
cife of a common fympathy. Women then
having neceflarily fome duty to fulfil, more
noble than te adorn their perfons, would not
contentedly be the flaves of cafual luft; which
is now the fituation of a very confiderable
number who are, literally fpenkiug, {ftanding

dithes to which every glutton may haye
accefs.,

VINDICATION OF THE

6 I may
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1 may be told that great as this enormity is,
it only affects a devoted part of the fex—de-
voted for the falvation of the reft. But, falfe
as every affertion might eafily be proved, that
recommends the fan&ioning a fmall evil to
produce a greater good; the mifchief does not
ftop here, for the moral chara&er, and peace
of mind, of the chafter part of the {ex, is un-
dermined by the condu& of the very women
to whom they allow no refuge from guilt:
whom they inexorably confign to the exer-
cife of arts that lure their hufbands from
them, debauch their fons, and force them,
Iet not modeft women ftart, to aflume, in
fome degree, the fame characer themfelves.
For 1 will venture to affert, that all the caufes
of female weaknefs, as well as depravity, which
1 have already enlarged on, branch out of one
grand caufe—want of chaftity in men.

This intemperance, {o prevalent, depraves
the appetite to fuch a degree, that a wanton
fimulus is necefary to roufe it; but the pa-
rental defign of nature is forgotten, and the
mere perfon, and that for a moment, alone
engroffes the thoughts. So voluptuous, in-
deed, often grows the luftful prowler, that
he refines on female foftnefs. Something

more
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more foft than woman is then {ought for;
till, in Italy and Purtugul, men attend the
levees of equivocal beings, to figh for more
than female languor.,

To fatisfy this genus of men, women are
made {yftematically voluptuous, and though
they may not all carry their libertinifm to
the fame height, yet this heartlefs intercourfe
with the fex, which they allow themfelves,
depraves both fexes, becaufe the tafte of men
is vitiated ; and women, of all clafles, naty-
tally fquare their behaviour to gratify the
tafte by which they obtain pleafyre and power,
Women hccoming, confequently, weaker, in
mind and body, than they ought to be, were
one of the grand ends of thejr being taken
into the account, that of bearing and nurfing
children, have not fufficient ftrength to dif-
charge the firft duty of a mother ; and facri-
ficing to lafcivioufefs the parental affection,
that ennpbleg infting, either deftroy the
embryo in the womb, or caft it off when
born.  Nature in every thing demands re-
fped, and thofe who violate her laws feldomy
violate them with impunity. The weak
cuervated women who particularly catch the
attention of libertines, are unfit to be ma:

thers,
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thers, though they may conceive; fo that
the rich fenfualift, who has rioted among
women, {preading depravity and mifery, when
he wifhes to perpetuate his name, receives
from his wife only an half-formed being
that inherits both its father’s and mother’s
weaknefs.

Contrafting the humanity of the prefent
age with the barbarifm of antiquity, great
{trefs has been laid on the favage cuftom of ex-
pofing the children whom their parents could
not maintain ; whilft the man of fenfibility,
who thus, perhaps, complains, by his pro-
mifcuous amours produces a moft deftructive
barrennefs and contagious flagitioufnefs of
manners.  Surely nature never intended that
women, by fatisfying an appetite, fhould
fruftrate the very purpofe for which it was
implanted ?

I have before obferved, that men ought to
maintain the women whom they have feduced;
this would be one means of reforming female
manners, and flopping an abufe that has an
equally fatal effect on population and morals.
Another, no lefs obvious, would be to turn the
attention of woman to the real virtue of chaf~
tity ; for to little refpect has that woman a

claim,
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claim, on the fcore of modefty, though her
reputation may be white as the driven fhow,
who fmiles on the libertine whilft the fpurns

the vi&tims of his lawlefs appetites and their
own folly.

Befides, fhe has a taint of the fame folly,
) ’ pure as the efteems herfelf, when fhe ftudi-
oufly adorns her perfon only to be feen by
men, to excite refpecful fighs, and all the
idle homage of what is called innocent gal-
lantry. Did women really refpect virtue for
its own fake, they would not feek for a com-
penfation in vanity, for the felf-denial which
[ f they are obliged to pracife to preferve their
: “L reputation, nor would they aflociate with
] men who fet reputation at defiance.
| The two fexes mutually corrupt and im-
;" | prove each other. This I believe to be an
[ indifputable truth, extending it to every vir-
i tue.  Chatlity, modefty, public fpirit, and
all the noble train of virtues, on which focial
virtue and happinefs is built, fhould be un-
derftood and cultivated by all mankind, or
they will be cultivated to little effect. And,
inftead of furnithing the vicious or idle with
a pretext for violating fome facred duty, by
terming it a fexual one, it would be wifer to
thew
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fhew that nature has not made any difference,
for that the unchafte man doubly defeats the
purpofe of nature, by rendering women barren,
and deftroying his own conftitution, though
he avoids the fhame that purfues tht crime
in the other fex. Thefe are the phyfical
confequences, the moral are ftill more alarm-
ing ; for virtue is only a nominal diftinction
when the duties of citizens, hufbands, wives,
fathers, mothers, and directors of families, be~
come merely the felfith ties of convenience.
Why then do philofophers look for public
fpirit ? Public fpirit muft be nurtured by
private virtue, or it will refemble the facti-
tious fentiment which makes women careful
to preferve their reputation, and men their
honour. A fentiment that often exifts unfup-
ported by virtue, unfupported by that fublime
morality which makes the habitual breach of
one duty a bseach of the whole moral law.

C HAP:
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CHAP, IX:

OF THE PERNICIOUS EFFECTS WHICH ARISE
FROM THE UNNATURAL DISTINCTIONS
ESTABLISHED IN SOCIETY.

Frow the refpect paid to property flow, as
from a poifoned fountain, moft of the evils
and vices which render this world fuch a
dreary fcene to the contemplative mind.
For it is in the moft polithed fociety -that
noifome reptiles and venomous ferpents lurk
under the rank herbage; and there is volup-
tuoufnefs pampered by the fill fultry air,
which relaxes every good difpofition before it
ripens into virtue.

One clafs prefles on another ; for all are
aiming to procure refpec on account of their
property: and property, once gained, will
procure the refpect due only to talents and
virtue. Men negle@ the duties incumbent

on man, yet are treated like dcmi~gods; reli~
gion is alfo feparated from morality by a cere-
monial veil, yet men wonder that the world

is




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 321

is almoft, literally {peaking, a den of fharpers
or oppreflors.

There is a homely proverb, which fpeaks
a fhrewd truth, that whoever the devil finds
idle he will employ. And what but habi-
tual idlenefs ‘can hereditary wealth and titles
produce? For man is fo conftituted that he
can only attain a proper ufe of his faculties
by exercifing them, and will not exercife
them unlefs neceflity, of fome kind, firft fet
the wheels in motion. Virtue likewife can
only be acquired by the difcharge of relative
duties ; but the ‘importance of thefe facred
duties will fcarcely be felt by the being who
is cajoled out'of his humanity by the flattery
of fycophants. There muft be more equality
eftablithed in' fociety, or morality ‘will never
gain ground, ‘and’ this virtuous equality will
not reft firmly even when founded on a rock;
if one half of mankind are chained to its bot:
tom' by fate, for they will be ¢ontinually un=
dermining it through'igriorance’ or pride.

It is'vain to expe virtue from women till
they ‘are, in fome degree, independent of
men; nay, it is vain to expect that ftrength
of natural affe@ion, which would make them
good ‘wives and” mothers. © ‘Whilft ‘they are
abfolutely depéndent on their hufbands they

2 will
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3ZZ
will be cunning, mean, and felfith, and the
men who can be gratified by the fawning
fondnefs of fpaniel-like affection, have not
much delicacy; for love is not to be bought,
in any fenfe of the words, its filken wings are
inftantly fhrivelled up when any thing be-
fide a return in kind,is fought. Yet whiltt
wedlth enervates men ; and women live, as
it were, by theit perfonal charms, how can

we expect theni to difcliarge thofe ennobling
duties which equally require esertion and
felf-denial. = Hereditary property fophifticates
the mind, and the unfortunate viétims to ity
if I may fo exprefs myfelf, {wathed from their
birth, feldom cxert the locomotive faculty
of body or mind; and, thus viewing every
thing through ohe medium; and that a falfe
one, they are unable to difcern in what true
merit and happinefs confift. Falfe, indeed,
muft be the light when the drapery of fitua-
tion hides the man, and makes him ftalk in
mafquerade, dragging from one feene of dif+
fipation to another the neérvelefs limbs that
hang with ftupid liftleflhefs, and rolling round
the vacant eye which plainly tells us that
there is no mind at home.

i 1 mean, therefore, to infer that the fociety
is not properly organized which does not

3 compel |
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compel men and women to difcharge their
refpetive duties, by making it the only way
to acquire that countenance from their fel-
low-creatures, which every human being
withes fome way to attain. ‘The 1c{pe€t,
confequently, which is paid to wealth and
mere perfonal charms, is a true north-caft
blaft, that blights the tender blofloms of affeca
tion and virtue. Nature has wifely attached
affeftions to duties, to fweeten toil, and to
give' that vigour to the exertions of reafon
which only the heart can give. But, the
affe@ion whichi is put on merely becaufe it
is the appropriated infignia of a certain cha-
ratter, when its duties are not fulfilled, is
one of the empty compliments which vice
and folly are obliged to pay to virtue and the
real nature of thmrrs
To illuftrate my opinion, I need only ob-
ferve, that when a woman is admired for her
beauty, and fuffers herfelf to be fo far intoxi-
cated by the admiration fhe receives, as to
neglet to difcharge the indifpenfable duty of
a mother, fhe fins againft herfelf by negle&-
ing to cultivate an affection that would equally
tend to make her ufeful and happy. True
happinefs, T mean all the contentment, and
S virtuous
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virtuous fatisfation, that can be fnatched in
this imperfet ftate, muft arife from well
regulated affections; and an affe@ion in-
cludes a duty. Men are not aware of the
ry they caufe, and the vicious weaknefs

they cherith, by only inciting women to ren-
der themfelves pleafing ; they do not confider
that they thus make natural and artificial
duties clath, by facrificing the comfort and
refpectability of a woman’s life to volup-
tuous notions of beauty, when in nature they
all harmonize.

Cold would be the heart of a hufband, were
he not rendered unnatural by early de-
bauchery, who did not feel more delight at
{eeing his child fuckled by its mother, than
the moft artful wanton tricks could ever

raife; yet this natural way of cementing the
and twifting efteem with

ads women tor
uty, and wear
¥, that gives them
ght to reign for a thort time over

%, they negle to ftamp impreflions on
o NSV IER R

To preferve their

¢ flowery crown of the d

a kind of 1

the {

their hufbands’ hearts, that would be remem-
tendernefs when the {now
on the head began to chill the bofom, than
6 even

bered with mic
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even their virgin charms. The maternal fo-
licitude of a reafonable affectionate woman is
very interefting, and the chaftened dignity
with which a mother returns the careffes that
the and her child receive from a father who
has been fulfilling the ferious duties of his
fiation, is not only a refpectable, but a beau-
tiful fight.  So fingular, indeed, are my feel-
ings, aud I have endeavoured not to catch
faditious ones, that after having been fatigued
with the fight of infipid grandeur and the
{layifh ceremonies that with cumberous pomp
fupplied the place of domeftic affeions, I
have turned to fome other fcene to relieve my
eye by refting it on the refrefhing green every
where {cattered by nature. I have then
viewed with pleafure a woman nurfing her
children, and difcharging the duties of her
ftation with, perhaps, merely a fervant maid
to take off her hands the fervile part of the
houfehold bufinefs. I have feen her prepare
herfelf and children, with only the luxury of
¢cleanlinefs, to receive her hufband, who re-
turning weary home in the evening found
{miling babes and a clean hearth, My heart
has loitered in the midft of the group, and has
even, throbbed with {ympathetic emotion,

(23 when
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when the fcraping of the well known foog
has raifed a pleafing tumult.

Whilft my benevolence has been gratified
by contemplating this artlefs piture, I have
thought that a couple of this xlcfm'iption,
equally neceffary and. independent of each
other, becaufe cach fulfilled the refpedtive
duties of their ftation, pofleffed all that life
could give.—~Raifed fufficiently above abject
poverty not to be obliged to weigh the con-
fequence of every farthing they fpend, and
having fufficient to prevent their attending ta
a frigid fyftem of ceconomy, which nar-
rows both heart and mind. I declare, fo
vulgar are my conceptions, that I know not
what is wanted to render this the happieft as
well as the ‘moft refpeable fituation in the
world, buta tafte for literature, to throw a
little variety and intereft into focial converfe,
and fome fuperfluous money to give to the
needy and to buy books. For it is not plea=
fant when the heart is opened by compaflion
and the head a&ive in arranging plans of ufe~
fulnefs, ta have a prim urchin continually
twitching back the elbow to prevent the
hand from drawing out an almoff empty
purfe, whifpering at the fame time fome
prudential
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prudential maxim about the priority of
juftice.

Deftruétive, however, as riches and inhe-
rited honours are to the human charaler,
women are more debafed and cramped, if
poffible, by them, than men, becaufe men
goay ftill, in fome degree, unfold their facul-
ties by becoming foldiers and ftatefmen,

As foldiers, I grant, they can now-only
gather, for the moft part, vain glorious lau~
rels, whilft they adjuft to a hair the Eu-
ropean balance, taking efpecial care that no
bleak northern nook or found incling the
beam, But the days of true heroifm are
over, when a citizen fought for his country
like a Fabricius or a Wathington, and then
returned to his farm to let his virtuous fer-
vour run in a more placid, but not a lefs
falutary, ftream. No, our Britifh heroes are
oftener fent from the gaming table than from
the plow 3 and their paffions have been rather
inflamed by hanging with dumb fufpenfc on
the turn of a die, than fublimated by pant-
ing after the adventurous march of virtue in
the hiftoric page.

The ftatefman, it is true, might with more
propriety quit the Faro Bank, or card-table, to

Y4 guide

e
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guide the helm, for he has ftill but to fhuffle
and trick.  The whole fyftem of Britith po-
litics, if fyllem it may courteoufly be called,
confifting in multiplying dependents and con-
triving taxes which grind the poor to pamper
the rich ; thus a war, or any wild goofe chace
is, as the vulgar ufe the phrafe, a lucky
turn-up of patronage for the minifter, whofe
chief merit is the art of keeping himfelf in
place.

It is not neceffary then that he fhould have
bowels for the poor, fo he can fecure for his
family the odd trick. Or fhould fome fhew
of refpe, for what is termed with ignorant
oftentation an Englifhm:z birth-right, be
cxpedient to bubble the gruff mafliff that he
has to lead by the nofe, he can make an empty
thew, very fafely, by giving his fingle voice,
and fuffering his light fqu

dron to file off to
the other fide.  And when a queftion of hu-
manity is agitated he may dip a fop in the
milk of human kindnefs, to filence Cerberus,
and talk of the intereft which his heart takes
n attempt to make the earth no longer
cry for vengeance as it fucks in its children’s
blood, though his cold hand may at the very
moment rivet their chains, by fan&ioning
the
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the abominable traffick. A minifter is no
longer a minifter than while he can carry a
point, which he is determined to carry.—Yet
it is not neceffary that a minifter thould feel
like a man, when a bold pufh might fhake
his feat.

But, to have done with thefe epifodical
obfervations, let me return to the more fpe-
cious flavery which chains the very foul of
wotnau, keeping her for ever under the bond-

age of ignorance,

The prepofterous diftin&ions of rank, which
render civilization a curfe, by dividing the
world between voluptuous tyrants, and cun-
ning envious - dependents, corrupt, almoft
equally, every clafs of people, becaufe refpec~
tability is not attached to the difcharge of the
relative duties of life, but to the ftation, and
when the duties are not fulfilled the affections
cannot gain fufficient ftrength to fortify the
virtue of which they are the natural reward.
Still there are fome loop-holes out of which a
man may creep, and dare to think and a&
for himfelf; but fora woman it is an herculean
tafk, becaufe fhe has difficulties peculiar to her
fex to overcome, which require almoft fuper-
human powers.

A truly
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A truly benevolent legiflator always endeay
vours to make it the intereft of each indivi-
dual to be virtuous; and thus private virtug
becoming the cement of public happinefs, an
orderly whole is confolidated by the tendency
of all the parts towards a common centre,
But, the private or public virtue of woman is
very problematical ; for Rouffeau, and a nu-
merous lift of male writers, infift that fhe
thould all her life be fubje@ed to a fevere
reftraint, that of propriety. Why fubjeq
her to propriety—blind propriety, if fhe be
capable of a&ing from a nobler fpring, if fhe
be an heir of immortality ? Is fugar always to
be produced by vital blood? Is one half of the
buman fpecies, like the poor African flaves,
to be fubject to prejudices that brutalize them,
when principles would be a furer guard, only
to fweeten the cup of man? Is not this indi-
sedtly to deny woman reafon? for a gift is
a mockery, if it be unfit for ufe.

Women are, in common with men, ren-
dered weak and luxurious by the relaxing
pleafures which wealth procures ; but added
fo this they are made flaves to their perfons,
and muft render them alluring that man may
lend

VINDICATION OF THE
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lend them his reafon to guide their tottering
{teps aright. Or fhould they be ambitious,
they muft govern their tyrants by finifter
tricks, for without rights there cannot be
any incumbent duties. The laws refpecting
woman, which I mean to difoufs in a fature
part, make an abfurd unit of a man and his
wife; and then, by the eafy tranfition of
only confidering him as refponfible, fhe is
reduced to a mere cypher,

The being whaq difcharges the duties of its
ftation is independent ; and, {peaking of wo-
men at large, their firft duty is to themfelves
as rational creatures, and the next, in point
of importange, as citizens, is that, which
includes fo many, of a mother. Thegank in
life which difpenfes with their fulfilling this
duty, neceflarily degrades them by making
them ‘mere dolls. Or, fhould they turn to
fomething more important than merely fitting
drapery upon a fmooth block, their minds
are only occupied by fome foft platonic at-
tachment; or, the actual management of an
intrigue may keep their thoughts in motion 3
for when they negleét domeftic duties, they
have it not in their power to take the field
and march and counter-march like foldiers,

or
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or wrangle in the fenate to keep their faculs
ties from rufting.

I know that as a proof of the inferiority of
the fex, Rouffeau has exultingly exclaimed,
How can they leave the nurfery for the camp!
—Aud the camp has by fome moralifts been
termed the {chool of the moft heroic virtuess
though, I think, it would puzzle a keen
cafuift to prove the reafonablenefs of the
greater number of wars that have dubbed
heroes. I .do not mean to confider this quef-
tion critically; becaufe, having frequently
viewed thefe freaks of ambition as the firft
natural mode of civilization, when the ground
muft be torn up, and the woods cleared by
fire and fword, I do not choofe to call them
pefts; but furely the prefent fyftem of war
has little connection with virtue of any deno-
mination, being rather the fchool of fimeffe and
effeminacy, than of fortitude,

Yet, if defenfive war, the only juftifiable
fent advanced flate of fociety,
where virtue can fhew its face and ripen
amidft the rigours which purify the air on
mountain’s top, were alone to be adopted

war, in the p

as juft ar orious, the true heroifm of an-

n animate female bofoms,—
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But fair-and foftly, gentle reader, male or
female, do not ‘alarm' thyfelf, for though I
have contrafted ‘the charater of a modern
{oldier with that of a civilized woman, 1 am
not going to advife them to turn their diftaff
into a mufket, though T fincerely with to fee
the bayonet converted into a pruning-hook.
I only recreated an imagination, fatigued by
contemplating the vices'and follies which all
proceed from a feculent ftream of wealth that
has muddied the pure rills of natural affection,
by fuppofing that fociety will fome time or
other be fo conftituted, that man muft necef=
farily fulfil the duties of a citizen, or be de-
fpifed, and that while he was employed in
any of the departments of civil life, his wife,
alfo an a&ive “citizen, fhould be equally in-
tent to manage her family, educate her chil-
dren, and affit her neighbours.

But, to render her really virtuous and ufe-
ful, fhe muft not, if fhe difcharge her civil
duties, want, individually, the protection of
civil laws ; the muft not be dependent on her
hufband’s bounty for her fubfiftence -during
his life, or fupport after his death—for how
can a being be generous who has nothing of
its own? or, virtuous, who is not free?

The
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The wife, in the prefent flate of things, who
is faithful to her hufband, and neither {fuckles
nor cducates her children, fearcely deferves
the name of a twife, and has no right to that
of acitizer. But take away natural rights,
and there is of courfe an end of duties.
Women thus infallibly become only the
wanton folace of ten, when they are fo
weak in mind and body, that they cannot
exert themfelves, unlefs to purfue fome frothy
pleafure, or to invent fome frivolous fafhion,
What can be a more melancholy fight to a
thinking mind, than to look into the nu<
merous carriages that drive helter-fkelter about
this metropolis in a morning full of pale-faced
creatures who are flying from themfelyes,
I have often withed, with Dr. Johnfon, to
place fome of them in a littlé thop with half
a dozen children looking up to their languid
countenances for fupport. I am much mifs’
taken, if fome latent vigour would not foon give
health and {pirit to their eyes, and fome lines
drawn by the exercife of reafon on the blank
cheeks, which before were only undulated
by dimples, might reftore loft dignity to
the chara@ery or rather enable it to attain the
true digity of its nature. Virtue is not to
be
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be acquired even by fpeculation, much lefs
by the negative fupinenefs that wealth natu-
rally generates.

Befides, when poverty is more difgraceful
than even vice, is not morality cut to the
quick ? Still to avoid mifconftrucion, though
1 confider that women in the common' walks
of life are called to fulfil the duties of wives
and mothers, by religion and reafon, I cannot
help lamenting that women of a fuperiour caft
have not a road open by which they can pur-
fue more extenfive plans of ufefulnefs and
independence. 1 may excite laughter, by
dropping an hint, which I mean to purfue,
fome future time, for I really think that wo-
men ought to have reprefentatives, inftead of
being arbitrarily governed without having any
direc fhare allowed them in the deliberations
of government.

But, as the whole fyftem of reprefentation
is now, in this country, only a convenient
handle for defpotifm, they need not complain,
for they are as well reprefented as a numer-
ous clafs of hard working mechanics, who
pay for the fupport of royalty when they
ean fcarcely ftop their children’s mouths with
bread. How are they reprefented whofe very

fweat
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fweat fupports the fplendid ftud of an heir
apparent, or varnifhes the chariot of fome fe-
male favourite who looks down on fhame ?
Taxes on the very neceffaries of life, enable
an endlefs tribe of idle princes and princefles
to pafs with ftupid pomp before a gaping
crowd, who. almoft worfhip the very pa-
rade which cofts them fo dear. - This is mere
gothic grandeur, (omething like the barba-
rous ufelefs parade of having fentinels on
horfeback at Whitehall, which I could never
view without a mixture of contempt ‘and
indignation.

How ftrangely muft the mind be {ophifti-
cated when this fort of ftate imprefles it!
But, till thefe monuments of folly are levelled
by virtue, fimilar follies will leaven the whole
mafs. For the fame chara&er, in fome de-
gree, will prevail in the aggregate of fociety :
and the refinements of luxury, or the vicious
repinings of envious poverty, will equally ba-
nifh virtue from fociety, confidered as the
chara@eriftic of that fociety, or only allow it
to appear as one of the firipes of the harle-
quin coat, worn by the civilized man.

In the fuperiour ranks of life, every duty
is done by deputics, as if duties could ever
be
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be waved, and the vain pleafures which con~
fequent idlenefs forces the rich to purfue, ap-
pear fo enticing to the next rank, that the
numerous {cramblers for wealth facrifice every
thing to tread on their heels. The moft
{facred trufts are then confidered as finecures,
becaufe they were procured by intereft, and
only fought to enable a man to keep good
company. ‘Women, in particular, all want
to be ladies. Which is fimply to have no-
thing to do, but liftlefsly to go they fcarcely
care where, for they cannot tell what.

But what have women to do in fociety ? I
may be afked, but to loiter with eafy grace;
furely you would not condemn them all to
fuckle fools and chronicle fmall beer!
No. Women might certainly ftudy the art
of healing, and be phyficians as well as nurfes.
And midwifery, decency feems to allot to
them, though I am afraid the word mid-
wife, in our dictionaries, will foon give place
to accoucheur, and one proof of the former
delicacy of the fex be effaced from the lan-
guage.

They might, alfo, ftudy politics, and fettle
their benevolence on the broadeft bafis; for
the reading of hiftory will fcarcely be more

ufeful
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ufeful than the perufal of romances, if read
as mere biography ; if the charader of the
times, the political improvements, arts, &c.
be not obferved. In fhort, if it be not
confidered as the hiftory of man; and not of
particular men, who filled a niche in the
temple of fame, and dropped into the black
rolling ftream of time, that filently {weeps
all before it, into the thapelefs void called—
eternity.—For fhape, can it be called, ¢ that
¢ fhape hath none ?*

Bufinefs of various kinds, they might like-
wife purfue, if they were cducated in a more
orderly manner, which might fave many
from common and legal proftitution. Wo-
men would not then marry for a fupport, as
men accept of places under government, and
neglect the implied duties; nor would an
attempt to earn their own fubfiftence, a moft
laudable one! fink them almoft to the level
of thofe poor abandoned creatures who live
by proftitution. For are not milliners and
mantua-makers reckoned the next clafs } The
few employments open to women, fo far
from being liberal, arc menial; and when a
fuperiour education enables them to take
charge of the education of children as gover-
nefles,
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nefles, they are not treated like the tutors of
fons, though even clerical tutors are not al-
ways treated in a manner calculated to ren-
der them refpedtable in the eyes of their
pupils, to fay nothing of the private comfort
of the individual. But as women educated
like gentlewomen, are never defigned for the
humiliating fituation which neceflity fome-
times forces them to fill ; thefe fituations are
confidered in the light of a degradation; and
they know little of the human heart, who
need to be told, that nothing fo pain-
fully fharpens the fenfibility as fuch a fall
in life.

Some of thefe women might be reftrained
from marrying by a proper {pirit or delicicy,
and others may not have had it in their power
to efcape in this pitiful way from fervitude ;
is not that government then very defetive,
and very unmindful of the happinefs of one
half of its members, that does not provide
for honeft, independent women, by encou-
raging them to fill refpectable ftations ? But
in order to render their private virtue a public
benefit, they muft have a civil exiftence in
the ftate, married or fingle; elfe we fhall
continually fee fome worthy woman, whofe

Z 2 fenfibility
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fenfibility has been rendered painfilly acute
by undeferved contempt, droop like ¢ the
¢ lily broken down by a plow-fhare.”

It is a melancholy truth ; yet fuch is the
blefled effet of civilization ! the moft refpedt-
able worhen are the moft opprefled; and,
unlefs they have underftandings far fuperiour
to the common run of underftandings, taking
in both fexes, they muft, from being treated
like . contemptible beings, become contemp-
tible. How many women thus wafte life
away the prey of difcontent, who might have
practifed as phyficians, regulated a farm,
managed a fhop, and ftood ere, fupported
by their own induftry, inftead of hanging
their heads furcharged with the dew of fenfi-
bility, that confumes the beauty to which it at
firft gave luftre; nay, I doubt whether pity
and lmc are fo near akin as poets feign,
for I have feldom feen much compaffion ex-
cited by the helplefliiefs of females, unlefs
they were fair ; then, perhaps, pity was the
{oft handmaid of love, or the harbinger of luft.

How much more refpe@able is the woman
who earns her own bread by fulfilling any
duty, than the moft accomplifhed beauty !—
beauty did I fay?—fo fenfible am I of the
beauty of moral lovelinefs, or the harmonious

propriety
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propriety that attunes the paifions of a well~
regulated mind, that I blufh at making the
comparifon; yet I figh to think how few
women aim at attaining this refpectability by
withdrawing from the giddy whirl of plea-
{ure, or the indolent calm that ftupifies the
good fort of women it fucks in.

Proud of their weaknefs, however, they
muft always be protefted, guarded from
care, and all the rough toils that dignify
the mind.—If this be the fiat of fate, if they
will make themfelyes infignificant and con-
teraptible, fweetly to wafte ¢ life away,” let
them not expeé to be valued when their
beauty fades, for it is the fate of the faireft
flowers to be admired and pulled to pieces by
the carelefs hand that plucked them. In
how many ways do I with, from the pureft
benevolence, to imprefs this truth on my fex;
yet I fear that they will not liften to a
truth that dear bought experience has brought
home to many an agitated bofom, nor wil-
lingly refign the privileges of rank and fex
for the privileges of humanity, to which thofe
have no claim who do not difcharge its duties.

Thofe writers are particularly ufeful, in
my opinion, who make man feel for man,

Z3 inde-
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independent of the ftation he fills, or the
drapery of fadtitious fentiments. I then would
fain convince reafonable men of the import-
ance of fome of my remarks, and prevail on
them to weigh difpaffionately the whole te~
nor of my obfervations.—1I appeal to their un=
derftandings; and, as a fellow-creature claim,
in the name of my fex, fome intereft in their
hearts. I entreat them to affift to emancipate
their companion, to make her a help meet
for them!

‘Would men but generoufly fiap our chains,
and be content with rational fellowthip in-
ftead of flavifh obedience, " they would find us
more obfervant daughters, more affectionate
fifters, more faithful wives, more reafonable
mothers—in a word, better citizens, We
thould then love them with true affecion,
becaufe we fhould learn to refpect ourfelves ;
and the peace of mind of a worthy man would
not be interrupted by the idle vanity of his
wife, nor his babes fent to neftle in a ftrange
bofom, having never found a home in their
mother’s,

CHAP,
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©H AP 06
PARENTAL AFFECTION.

P arenr L affetion is, perhaps, the blindeft
modification of perverfe felf-love; for we
have not, like the French *, two terms to
diftinguifh the purfuit of a natural and reafon-
able defire, from the ignorant calculations of
weaknefs. Parents often love their children
in the moft brutal manner, and facrifice every
relative duty to promote their advancement in
the world.—To promote, fuch is the perverfity
of unprincipled prejudices, the future welfare of
the very beings whofe prefent exiftence they
imbitter by the moft defpotic ftretch of power.
Power, in fad, is ever true to its vital prin-
ciple, for in every fhape it would reign with-
out eontroul or inquiry. Its throne is built
acrofs a dark abyfs, which no eye muft dare
to explore, left the bafelefs fabric thould totter
under inveftigation.  Obedience, uncondi-

® Lamour propre.  L’amour de foi méme.

Z 4 tional
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tional obedience, is the catch-word of ty=
rants of every défeription, and to render
¢ aflurance doubly fure,” one kind of defe
potifin fupports another. Tyrants would
have caufe to tremble if reafon were to be-
come the rule of duty in any of the relations
of life, for the light might {pread till perfedt
day appeared,  And when it did appear, how
would men fmile at the fight of the bugbears
at which they ftarted during the night of ig~
norance, or the twilight of timid inquiry.

Parental affection, indeed, in many minds,
is but a pretext to tyrannize where it can be
done with impunity, for only good and wife
men are content with the refpec that will bear
difcuffion. Convinced that they have 3 right
to what they infift on, they do not fear rea~
fon, or dread the fifting of fubjects that recur
to natural juftice: becaufe they firmly be»
lieve that the more enlightened the human
mind becomes the deeper oot will juft and
fimple principles take, They do not reft in
expedients, or grant that what is metaphy-
fically true can be practically falfe ; but difs
daining the fhifts of the moment they calmly
wait till time, fanctoning innovation, filences
the hifs of felfithnefs or envy,

7
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1f the power of refleting on the paft, and
darting the keen eye of contemplation into
futurity, be the grand privilege of man, it
muft be granted that fome people enjoy this
prerogative in a very limited degree. Every
thing now appears to them wrong; and not
able to diftinguifh the poffible from the mon-
ftrous, they fear where no fear fhould find a
place, running from the light of reafon, as if
it were a firebrand ; yet the limits of the pof~
fible have never been defined to ftop the fturdy.
innovator’s hand,

Woman, however, a flave in every fituation
to prejudice, {eldom exerts enlightened mater-
nal affe@ion ; for fhe cither negle&s her chil-
dren, or {poils them by improper indulgence.
Befides, the affetion of fome women for their
children is, as I have before termed it, fre-
quently very brutifh : for it eradicates every
fpark of humanity. Juftice, truth, every
thing is facrificed by thefe Rebekah’s, and
for the fake of their groz children they violate
the moft facred duties, forgetting the com-
mon relationfhip that binds the whole family
on earth together, Yet, reafon feems to fay,
that they who fuffer one duty, or affetion,

to fwallow up the reft, have not fufficient
heart




346 VINDICATION OF THE

heart or mind to fulfil that one confcientioufly.
Tt then lofes the venerable afpe@t of a duty,
and affumes the fantaftic form of a whim.

As the care of children in their infancy is
one of the grand duties annexed to the female
chara@er by nature, this duty would afford
many forcible arguments for ftrengthening
the female underftanding, if it were properly
confidered.

The formation of the mind muft be begun
very early, and the temper, in particular,
requires the moft judicious attention—an at-
tention which women cannot pay who only
love their children becaufe they are their
children, and feek no further for the founda-
tion of their duty, than in the feelings of the
moment. It is this want of reafon in their
affections which makes women fo often run
into extremes, and either be the moft fond or
moft carelefs and unnatural mothers.

To be a good mother—a woman muft have
fenfe, and that independence of mind which
few women poflefs who are taught to depend
entirely on their hufbands. Meek wives are,
in general, foolifh mothers ; wanting their
children to love them beft, and take their
part, in fecret, againft the father, who is
held
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held up as a fcatecrow. If they are to be
punifhed, though they have offended the
mother, the father muft infli& the punith-
ment; he muft be the judge in all difputes:
but 1 fhall more fully difcufs this fubject
when I treat of private education, I now only
mean to infift, that unlefs the underftanding
of woman be enlarged, and her chara&er
rendered more firm, by being allowed to go-
vern her own condu&, fhe will never have
fufficient fenfe or command of temper to
manage her children properly. Her parental
affection, indeed, fcarcely deferves the name,
when it does not lead her to fuckle her chil-
dren, becaufe the difcharge of this duty is
equally calculated to infpire maternal and
filial affetion: and it is the indifpenfable
duty of men and women to fulfil the duties
which give birth to affections that are the
fureft prefervatives againft vice. Natural af-
fetion, as it is fermed, I believe to be a
very faint tie, affections muft grow out of
the habitual exercife of a mutual {ympathy ;
and what fympathy does a mother exercife
who fends her babe to a nurfe, and only takes
it from a nurfe to fend it to a fchool ?

In
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In the exercife of their maternal feelings
providence has furnithed women with a na-
tural fubftitute for love, when the lover be-
comes only a friend and mutual confidence
takes place of overftrained admiration—a
child then gently twifts the relaxing cord,
and a mutual care produces a new mutual
{ympathy.—But a child, though a pledge of
affection, will not enliven it, if both father
and mother are content to transfer the charge
to hirelings; for they who do their duty by
proxy fhould not murmur if they mifs the
reward of duty—parental affection produces
filial duty.
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C HA P Xl

DUTY TO PARENTS.

TitzrE feems to be an indolent propenfity
in man to make prefcription always take place
of reafon, and to place every duty on an
arbitrary foundation. The rights of kings
are deduced in a dire& line from the King of
kings; and that of parents from our firft
parent.

‘Why do we thus go back for principles that
fhould always reft on the fame bafe, and have
the fame weight to-day that they had a thou-
fand years ago—and not a jot more? If pa-
rents difcharge their duty they have a ftrong
hold and facred claim on the gratitude of their
children; but few parents are willing to re-
ceive the refpe@ful affedtion of their offspring
on fuch terms. They demand blind obe-
dience, becaufe they do not merit a reafon-
able fervice : and to render thefe demands of
weaknefs and ignorance more binding, a
myfterious fan&ity is fpread round the moft

arbitrary

e
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arbitrary principle; for what other name can
be given to the blind duty of obeying vicious
or weak beings merely becaufe they obeyed
a powerful inftin& ?

The fimple definition of the reciprocal
duty, which naturally fubfifts between pa-
rent and child, may be given in a few word
The parent who pays proper attention to
helplefs infancy has a right to require the fame
attention when the feeblenefs of age comes
upon him. But to fubjugate a rational being
to the mere will of another, after he is of
age to anfwer to fociety for his own con-
duét, is a moft cruel and undue firetch of
power; and, perhaps, as injurious to mora-

“ lity as thofe religious fyftems which do not

allow right and wrong to have any exiftence,
but in the Divine will.

I never knew a parent who had paid more
than common attention to his children, dif-
regarded *; on the contrary, the early habit
of relying almoft implicitly on the opinion of
a refpedted parent is not eafily thook, even
when matured reafon convinces the child that
his father is not the wifeft man in the world.
This weaknefs, fora weaknefs it is, though

* Dr. Johnfon makes the fame obfervation.
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the epithet amiable may be tacked to it, a
reafonable man muft fteel himfelf againft;
for the abfurd duty, too often inculcated, of
obeying a parent only on account of his being
a parent, fhackles the mind, and prepares it
for a flavith fubmiffion to any power but
reafon.

I diftinguifh between the natural and acci-
dental duty due to parents.

The parent who feduloufly endeavours to
form the heart and enlarge the underftanding
of his child, has given that dignity to the
difcharge of a duty, common to the whole
animal world, that only reafon can give.
This is the parental affection of humanity,
and leaves inftin&ive natural affeGion far be-
hind.  Such a parent acquires all the rights
of the moft facred friendthip, and his advice,
even when his child is advanced in life, de-
mands ferious confideration.

With refpe& to marriage, though after
one and twenty a parent feems to have no
right to withhold his confent on any account;
yet twenty years of folicitude call for a re-
turn, and the fon ought, at leaft, to promife
not to marry for two or three years, fhould

the
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the obje& of his choice not entirely meet
with the approbation of his firft friend.

" But, refpet for parents is, generally fpeak- -
ing, a much more debafing principle; it is
only a felfith refpett for property. The fa-
ther who is blindly obeyed, is obeyed from
theer weaknefs, or from motives that des
grade the human charaer.

A great proportion of the mifery that wan-
ders, in hideous forms around the world, is
allowed to rife from the negligence of pa-
rents; and fill thefe are the people who
are moft tenacious of what they term a
natural right, though it be fubverfive of
the birth-right of man, the right of act-
ing according to the direction of his own
reafon.

I have already very frequently had occafion
to obferve, that vicious or indolent people are
always eager to profit by enforcing arbitrary
privileges ; and, generally, in the fame pro-
portion as they negleét the difcharge of the
duties which alone render the privileges rea-
fonable. This is at the bottom a dictate of
common fenfe, or the inftin& of felf-defence,
peculiar to ignorant weaknefs ; refembling
that

VINDICATION OF THE
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that inftin&, which makes a fith muddy the
water it fwims in to elude its enemy, inftead
of boldly facing it in the clear ftream;

From: the clear ftream of argument; in-
deed, the fupporters of prefcription, of every
denomination, fly ; and, taking refuge in the
darknefs, which, in the language of fublime
poetry, has been fuppofed to furround the
throne of Omuipotence, they dare to demand
that implicit refpeé which is only due to His
unfearchable ways. But, let me not be
thought prefumptuous, the darknefs which
hides our God from us, only refpe@s fpecu~
lative truths—it never obfcures moral ones,
they fhine clearly, for God is light; and
never, by the conftitution of our nature, re-
quires the difcharge of a duty, the reafon-
ablenefs of which does not beam on us when
‘we open our CyCSA

‘The indolent parent of high rank may, it
is true, extort a fhew of refpe@t from his
child, and females on the continent are parti-
cularly fubje& to the views of their families,
who never think of confulting their inelina-
tion, ot providing for the comfort of the poor
victims of their pride. ‘The confequence is
notorious; thefe dutiful daughters become

Aa adulterefles,
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i adulterefles, and neglec the education of their
) children, from whom they, in their turny
exac the fame kind of obedience.

Females, it is true, in all countries, are
! too much under the dominion of their pa-
rents; and few parents think of addrefling
their children in the following manmer, though
it is in this reafonable way that Heaven feems
R to command the whole human race. It is
| i your intereft to obey me till you can judge
J‘ | for yourfclf ; and the Almighty Father of all
KR has implanted an affe@tion in me to ferve as

{ a guard to you whilft your reafon is unfold-
1 \ ing ; but when your mind arrives at maturity,

el you muft only obey me, or rather refpect my
i opinions, {6 far as they coincide with the light
i that is breaking in on your own mind.

A flavifh bondage to parents cramps every
faculty of the mind; and Mr. Locke very
judicioufly obferves, that ¢ if the mind be
¢ curbed and humbled too much in children 3
¢ if their fpirits be abafed and broken much
¢ by too ftrict an hand over them; they lofe
¢ all their vigour and induftry.” This fisi&
| hand may in fome degree account for the

’ weaknefs of women ; for girls, from various
caufes, are more kept down by their parents,
in
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in every fenfe of the word, than boys. ‘The
duty expetted from them is, like all the du-
ties arbitrarily impofed on women, more from
a fenfe of propricty, more out of refpe& for
decorum than reafon ; and thus taught fla~
vifhly to fubmit to their parents, they are
prepared for the flavery of marriage. I may
be told that a number of women are not
flaves in the marriage ftate. True, but they
then become tyrants; for it is not rational
freedom, but a lawlefs kind of power refem-
bling the authority exercifed by the favourites
of abfolute monarchs, which they obtain by
debafing means. I do not, likewife, dream
of infinuating that either boys or girls are al-
ays flaves, I only infift that when they are

obliged to fubmit to authority blindly, their
faculties
rendered imperious or

arc weakened, and their tempers

I alfo lament
that parents, indolently availing themfelves of
a {uppofed privilege, damp the firft faint glim-
mering of reafon, rendering at the fame time
the duty, which they are fo anxious to en-
force, an empty name; becaufe they will
not let it reft on the only bafis on which a
duty can reft fecurely: for unlefs it be
founded on knowledge, it cannot gain fuffi-

Aaz cient
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cient ftrength to refift the fqualls of paf-
fion, or the filent fapping of felf-love. But
it is not the parents who have given the
fureft proof of their affection for their chil-
dren, or, to fpeak more properly, who by
fulfilling their duty, have allowed a natural
parental affetion to take root in their hearts,
the child of exercifed fympathy and reafon,
and not the over-weening offspring of felfith
pride, who moft vehemently infift.on their
children fubmitting to their will merely be-
caufe i

t is their will.  On the contrary, the
parent, who fets a good example, patientl
it 4 g F F %

lets that example work ; and it feldom fails

to produce its natural effeét—filial refpect.
Children cannot be taught too early to

fubmit to reafon, the true definition of that

neceffity, which Roufleau infifted on, with-
out defining it ; for to fubmit to reafon is to
e of things, and to that
God, who formed them fo, to promote our

fubmit to the natu

real intereft.
Why fhould the minds of children be

warped as they juft begin to egpand, only to

favour the indolence of parents, who infift

on a privilege without being willing to pay

the price fixed by nature ? I have before had

occafion
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occafion to obferve, that a right always in-
cludes a duty, and I think it may, like-
wife, fairly be inferred, that they forfeit the
right, who do not fulfil the duty.

It is eafier, I grant, to command than rea-
fon ; but it does not follow from hence that
children cannot comprehend the reafon why
they are made to do certain things habi-
tually ; for, from a fteady adherence to a
few fimple principles of condu& flows that
falutary power which a judicious parent gra-
dually gains over a child’s mind. And this
power becomes ftrong indeed, if tempered
by an even difplay of affetion brought home
to the child’s heart. For, I believe, as a
general rule, it muft be allowed that the
affection which we infpire always refembles
that we cultivate ; {o that natural affetions,
which have been fuppofed almoft diftiné
from reafon, may be found more nearly con-
nected with judgment than is commonly

allowed. Nay, as another proof of the nece
fity of cultivating the female underftanding,
it is but juft ta obferve, that the affeCtions
{eem to have a kind of animal capricioufnefs
when they merely refide in the heart,

Aag It
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It is the irregular exercife of parental au~
thority that firft injures the mind, and to
thefe irregularities girls are more {ubjet than
boys, The will of thofe who never allow
ail their will to be difputed, unlefs they happen
i to be in a good humour, when they relax
proportionally, is almoft always unreafon-
able. To elude this arbitrary authority girls
very early learn the leflons which they af-
i i terwards practife on their hufbands; for I

I\ ) have frequently feen a little fharp-faced mifs
rli } rule a whole family, excepting that now and
i then mamma’s angry will burft out of fome
i accidental cloud ;—either her hair was ill

o drefled #, or fhe had loft more maney at cards,
{ ‘ the night before, than fhe was willing to

own to her hufband; or fome fuch moral
it caufe of anger.

After obferving fallies of this kind, I have
been led into a melancholy train of refletion

* I myfelf heard a litele girl once fay to a fervant, < My
¢ mamma has been fcolding me fincly this morning, becaufe
¢ her hair was not drefled to pleafe her.’ Though this
remark was pert, it was juft. And what refped could
2 girl acquire for fuch a parent without doing violence

I 1o reafon ?

refpecting
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sefpedting females, concluding that when
their firft affeGtion muft lead them aftray, or
make their duties clath till they reft on mere
whims and cuftoms, little can be expected
from them as they advance in life. How
indeed can an inftructor remedy this evil ? for
to teach them virtue on any folid principle is
to teach them to defpife their parents. Chil-
dren cannot, ought not, to be taught to make
allowance for the faults of their parents, be-
caufe every fuch allowance weakens the force
of reafon in their minds, and makes them
ftill more indulgent to their own. It is one
of the moft fublime virtues of maturity that
leads us to be fevere with refpet to ourfelves,
and forbearing to others ; but children thould
only be taught the fimple virtues, for if they
begin too early to make allowance for hu-
man paflions and manners, they wear off the
fine edge of the criterion by which they
fhould regulate their own, and become un-
juft in the fame proportion as they grow in-
dulgent.

The affections of children, and weak peo-
ple, are always felfith ; they love others, be-
caufe they love them, and not on account
of their virtues. Yet, till efteem and love

Aag are
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are blended together in the firft affeétion, and
reafon made the foundation of the firft duty,

e morality will ftumble at the threfhold. But,
il till fociety is very differently conflituted.
{ { parents, I fear, will (hll infift on being
i obeyed, becaufe they will be obeyed, and
b

conflantly endeavour to fettle that power on
a Divine right which will not bear the in-
veftigation of reafon.

CHAP.
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EHAP, XU
ON NATIONAL EDUCATION.

T go0d effects refulting from attention to
private education will ever be very confined,
and the parent who really puts his own hand
to the plow, will always, in fome degree,
be difappointed, till education become a grand
national concern. A man cannot retire into
a defert with his child, and if he did he
could not bring himfelf back to childhood,
and become the proper friend and play-
fellow of an infant or youth. And when
children are confined to the fociety of men
and women, they very foon acquire that
kind of premature manhood which' ftops the
growth of every vigorous power of mind or
body. In order to open their faculties they
fhould be. excited to think for themfelves;
and this can only be done by mixing a num-
ber of children together, and making them

jointly purfue the fame objects.
A child
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A child very foon contra@s a benumbing
indolence of mind, which he has feldom (uf-
ficient vigour afterwards to fhake off, when
he only atks a queftion inftead of feeking for
information, and then relies implicitly on the
anfwer he receives. With his equals in age
fubjeéts
of inquiry, though they might be influenced,
would not be umrdy under the dire&ion of
men, who frequently damp, if not deftroy,
abilities, by bringing them forward too haf>
tily : and too hAﬂlIy they will infallibly be
brought forward, if the child be confined to
the fociety of a man, however fagacious
that ma

this could never be the cafe, and t|

n may be.

Betides, in youth the feeds of every aftecs
tion fhould be fown, and the refpectful re-
gard, which is felt for a parent, is very dif-
ferent from the focial affeCtions that are to
conttitute the happinefs of life as it advances.
Of thefe equality is the bafis, and an inter-
courfe of fentiments unclogged by that ob-
fervant ferioufnefs swhich prevents difputa-
tion, though it may not inforce fubmiffion.
Let a child Yn\c ever {uch an affeGtion for his
went, he will always languith to play and
chae. with Llnhl ren; and thc very refpet

which
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which he entertains, for filia]l efteem always
has a dath of fear mixed with it, will, if it
do not teach him cunning, at leaft prevent
him from pouring out the little fecrets which
firft open the heart to friendfhip and confi-
dence, gradually leading to more expanfive
benevolence. Added to this, he will never
acquire that frank ingenuoufnefs of behaviour,
which young people can only attain by being
frequently in focicty where they dare to fpeak
what they think ; neither afraid of being re~
proved for their prefumption, nor laughed at
for thejr folly,

Forcibly imprefled by the reflections which
the fight of {chools, as they are at prefent
conduéted, naturally fuggefted, I have for-
merly delivered my opinion rather warmly in
favour of a private education; but further
experience has led me to view the fubject in
a different light. I ftill, however, think
{chools, as they are now regulated, the hot-
beds of vice and folly, and the knowledge of
human nature, fuppofed to be attained there,
merely cunning felfithnefs,

At fchool boys become gluttons and flovens,
and, inftead of cultivating domeftic affections,
very early rufh into the libertinifm which

deftroys
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il deftroys the conflitution before it is formed ;
hardening the heart as it weakens the under-
ffanding.

I thould, in fa&, be ayerfe to boarding.
fehools, if it were for no other reafon than
the unfettled fate of mind which the expec-

{f tation of the vacations produce. On thefe

)‘ the children’s thoughts are fixed with cager

f anticipating hopes, for, at leaft, to fpeak

with moderation, half of the time, and

when they arrive they are fpent in total dif.

i fipation and beaftly indulgence,

J\ | But, on the contrary, when they are

| brought up at home, though they may pur-
\ {ue a plan of ftudy in a more order]

y manner
than can be adopted when near a fourth part
. of the year is actually fpent in idlenefs, and
2s much more in regret and anticipation ; yet

I I they there acquire too high an opinion of
| their own importatice, from being allowed to
tyrannize over fervants, and from the anxiety

exprefled by moft mothers, on the feore of
manners, who, cager to teach the accom-

plithments of a gentleman, flifle, in their

birth, the virtues of a man. Thus brought

i into company when they ought to be feri~
I oufly ¢mployed, and treated like men when

they




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 365

they are flill boys, they become vain and
effeminate.

The only way to avoid two extremes
equally injurious to morality, would be to
contrive fome way of combining a public and
private education. Thus to make men citi-
zens two natural fteps might be taken, which
feem directly to lead to the defired point; for
the domeftic affeions, that firft open the
heart to the various modifications of huma-
nity, would be cultivated, whilft the children
were neverthelefs allowed to fpend great part
of their time, on terms of equality, with
other children.

I fiill recolle&, with pleafure, the country
day fchool; where a boy trudged in the
morning, wet or dry, carrying his books,
and his dinner, if it were at a confiderable
diftance ; a fervant did not then lead mafter
by the hand, for, when he had once put on
coat and breeches, he was allowed to thift
for himfelf, and return alone in the evening
to recount the feats of the day clofe at the
parental knee. His father’s houfe was his
home, and was ever after fondly remem-
bered ; nay, I appeal to {fome fuperiour men,

. who were educated in this manner, whether
the
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the recolletion of fome thady lane where
they conned their leffon ; or, of fome flile,
where they fat making a kite, or mending a
bat, has not endeared their country to them ?

But, what hoy ever recolleted with plea«
fure the years he fpent in clofe confinementy
at an academy near London ? unlefs, indeed,
he fhould, by chance, remember the poor
{eare crow of an ufher, whom he tor ‘mented 3
or, the tartman, from whom he caught a
cake, to devour it with the catifh appetite of
felfithnefs. At boarding-fehools of every de«
{eription, the relaxation of the junior boys
1s mifchief; and of the fe

ior, vice. Befides,
in great {chools, what can be more prejudicial
to the moral charaer than the fyftem of
tyranny and abject flavery which is eftablithed
amongft the boys, to fay nothing of the fla-
very to forms, which makes religion worfe
than a farce? For what good can be expedted
from the youth who receives the facrament
of the Lord’s fupper, to avoid forfeiting half
a guinea, which he probably afterwards fpends
in fome fenfual manner ? Half the employ-
ment of the youths is to elude the neceflity
of attending public worthip ; and well they
may, for fuch a conftant repetition of the
fame
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fame thing muft be a very irkfome reftraint
on their natural vivacity, As thefe ceremo-
nies have the moft fatal effe on their mo-
rals, and as a ritual performed by. the lips,
when the heart and mind are far away, is
not now ftored up by our church as a bank
to draw on for the fees of the poor fouls
in purgatory, why fhould they not be abo-
lithed ?

But the fear of innovation, in this country,
extends to every thing.—This is only a covert
fear, the apprchenfive timidity of indolent
flugs, who guard, by fliming it over, the
foug place, which they confider in the light
of an hereditary eftate ; and eat, drink, and
enjoy themfelves, ‘inftead of fulfilling the
duties, excepting a few empty forms, for

which it was éndowed. Thefe are the
people who moft ftrenuoufly infift on the
will of the founder being obferved, crying
out againft all reformation, as if it were a
violation of juftice. Iam now alluding par-
ticularly to the relicks of popery retained in
our colleges, when the proteftant members
{eem to be fuch fticklers for the eftablifhed
church ; but their zeal never makes them
lofe fight of the fpoil of ignorance, which

4 rapacious
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rapacious priefts of fuperftitious memory have
feraped together. No, wife in their genera=
tion, they venerate the preferiptive right of
pofleffion, as a ftrong hold, and fill let the
fluggith bell tinkle to prayers, as during the
days when the elevation of the hoft was fup=«
pofed to atone for the fins of the people, left
one reformation fhould lead to another, and
the fpirit kill the letter. Thefe Romith cuf
toms have the moft baneful effe on the
morals of our clergy; for the idle vermin
who two or three times a day perform in the
moft flovenly manner a fervice which they
think ufelefs, but call their duty, foon
lofe a fenfe of duty. At college, forced to
attend or evade public worthip, they acquire
an habitual contempt for the very fervice, the
performance of which is to enable them to
live in idlenefs. It is mumbled over as an
affair of bufinefs, as a frupid boy repeats his
tatk, and frequently the college cant efcapes
from the preacher the moment after he has
left the pulpit, and even whilft he is cating
the dinner which he earned in fuch a dife
honeft manner.
Nothing, indeed, can be more irreverent
than the cathedral fervice as it is now per-
6 formed
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formed in this country, nor does it contain a
fet of weaker men than thofe who are the
flaves of this childith routine. A difgufting
{keleton of the former fate is flill exhibited ;
but all the folemnity that interefted the ima-
gination, if it did not purify the heart, is
ftripped off. The performance of high mafs
on the continent muft imprefs every mind,
where a fpark of fancy glows, with that
awful melancholy, that fublime tendernefs,
{o near akin to devotion. I do not fay that
thefe devotional feelings are of more ufe, in
a moral fenfe, than any other emotion of
tafte; but I contend that the theatrical pomp
which gratifies our fenfes, is to be preferred to
the cold parade that infults the underftanding
without reaching the heart.

Amongft remarks on national education,
fuch obfervations cannot be mifplaced, efpe-
cially as the fupporters of thefe eftablith-
ments, degenerated into puerilities, affe@ to
be the champions of religion.—Religion, pure
fource of comfort in this valé of tears! how
hatt thy clear ftream been muddied by the
dabblers, who have prefumptuoufly endea-
voured to confine in one narrow channel,
the living waters that ever flow towards God

Bb —the
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" —the fublime ocean of exiftence! What

would life be without that peace which the
love of God, when built on humanity, alone
can impart? Every earthly affection turns
back, at intervals, to prey upon the heart
that feeds it ; and the pureft effufions of be-
nevolence, often rudely damped by man, muft
mount as a free-will offering to Him who
gave them birth, whofe bright image they
faintly refledt.

In public fchools, however, religion, con~
founded with irkfome ceremonics and unrea-
fonable reftraints, affumes the moft ungra-
cious afpect: not the fober auftere one that
commands refpet whilft it infpires fear ; but
a ludicrous caft, that ferves to Ppoint a pun.
For, in fa@, moft of the good ftories and
fmart things which enliven the {pirits that
have been concentrated at whift, are.manu-
factured out of the incidents to which the
very men labour to give a droll turn who
gountenance the abufe to live on the {poil.

There is not, perhaps, in the kingdom, 2
more dogmatical, or luxurious fet of men,
than the pedantic tyrants who refide in col-
leges and prefide at public {chools. The
vacations are cqually injurious to the mo-
rals
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tals of 'the'mafters and pupils,” and the inter-
courfe, which the. former keep up with the
nobility, introduces the fame vanity and ex-
travagance into their families, which banifhes
domeftic duties and comforts from thedordly
manfion, whofe ftate is awkwardly aped on
a'fmaller fcale, The boys, who live at a
great expence with the mafters and affift-
ants,.are never domeflicated, though placed
there for that purpofe ; for, aftera filent din-
ner, they fwallow a hafty glafs of wine, and
retife to plan fome mifchievous trick, or to
ridicule the perfon or manners of the very
people they have juft been cringing to, and
whom they ought to confider as the repre-
fentatives of their parents.

Can it ‘then be a matter of furprife that
boys become felfith and vicious who are thus
thut out from focial converfe? or that a mitre
often graces the brow of one of thefe diligent
paftors?

The defire of living in the fame ftyle, as
the rank juft above them, infes each indi-
vidual and every clafs of people, and mean-
nefs is the concomitant of this ignoble ambi-
tion; but thofe profeflions are moft debafing
whofe ladder is patronage; yet, out of oné
of thefe profeflions the tutors of youth are,

B bz in
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in general, chofen. But, can they be ex-
pected  to - infpire independent {entiments,
whofe condué@ muft be regulated by the cau-
tious prudence that is ever on the watch for
preferment ?

So far, however, from thinking of the
morals of boys, I have heard feveral mafters
of {chools argue, that they only undertook
to teach Latin and Greek; and that they
had fulfilled their duty, by (cuding fome good
{cholars to college.

A few good f{cholars, I grant, may have
been formed by emulation and difcipline 5
but, to bring forward thefe clever boys, the
health and morals of a number have been
facrificed.  The fons of our gentry and weal-
thy commoners are moftly educated at thefe
feminaries, and will any one pretend to af-
fert that the majority, making every allow-
ance, come under the defcription of tolerable
fcholars ?

It is not for the benefit of fociety that a
few brilliant men fhould. be brought  for-
ward at the expence of the multitude. It is
true, that great men feem to flart up, as
great revolutions occur, at proper intervals,
to reftore order, and to blow afide the clouds
that
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that thicken over the face of truth; but let
more reafon and virtue prevail in fociety, and
thefe ftrong winds would not be neceffary.
Public education, of. every denomination,
thould be dire&ed to form citizens; but if
you wifh to make good citizens, you muft
firft exercife the affeCtions of a fon and a
brother. This is the only way to expand the
heart; for public affections, as well as public
virtues, muft ever grow out of the private
charaler, or they are merely meteors that
thoot athwart a dark fky and difappear as they
are gazed at and admired.

Few, I believe, have had much affetion
for mankind, who did not firft love their pa-
rents, their brothers, fifters, and even the do-
meftic brutes, whom they firft played with.
The exercife of youthful fympathies forms the
moral temperature; and it is the recolle&ion
of thefe firft affetions and purfuits that gives
life to thofe that are afterwards more under
the dire&tion of reafon. In youth, the fondeft
friendfhips are formed, the genial juices
mounting at the fame time, kindly mix; or,
rather the heart, tempsred for the reception
of friendfhip, is accuftomed to feek for plea-
fure in fomething more noble than the churlith
gratification of appetite.

Bbg3 In
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“In order then to infpire a love of home
and domeftic pleafures, children ought to be
educated at home, for riotous holidays only
it make them fond of liome for their own fakes.
{ Yet, “the  vacations, which do not fofter
domeftic’ affections, continually difturb the
t courfe of ftudy, and render any plan of im-
il provement” abortive ‘whieh includes temper-

ance ;3 lill, werethey abolifhed, children would
be entirely feparated from their parents, and
I queftion whether they would become better
citizens by facrificing the preparatory affec-
tions, by deftroying the fored of relationthips
that render the marriage ftate as neceflary as
L refpetable. - Bt if a private edication pro-
| ‘! duces felf-importance, or infulates a man  in
(b his family; the:evil is only ‘fhifted, not' re»
ied,
| This train-off reafoning brings me back tal
a {ubjet, ow which!I mean to dwell, the ne.
ceflity of eftablifhing proper day-fchools.
But, thefe/fhould be' national eftablith=
ments, for'whilft {chool-mafters are depens
dent ion the caprice of parents, little exertion
be expedted from' them, more than is
to pleafe ignorant  people. Indeed,

ity

f a mafter’s giving the parents
i fome fample of the boys abilities, which dur-
i >

ing
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ing the vacation is fhewa to every vifitor ¥,
is produdtive of more mifchief than would at
firft be fuppofed. For they are feldom done
entirely, to fpeak with moderation, by the
child itfelf; thus the mafter countenances
falfehood, or winds the poor machine up to
fome extraordinary exertion, that injures the
wheels, and ftops the progrefs of gradual im=
provement. The memory is loaded with un-
intelligible words, to make a thew of, with-
out the underftanding’s acquiring any diftiné
ideas : but only that education deferves empha-
tically to be termed cultivation 6f mind, which
teaches young people how to begin to think.
The imagination fhould not be allawed to
debauch the underftanding ‘before it gained
ftrength, or vanity will become the forerun-
ner of vice : for every way of exhibiting the
acquirements of a’child is injurious toits mo
ral charaéter.

How much time is loft inteaching them
to recite what they do not underftand? whilft,
fedted on benches, all in their beft array,
the mammas liften with aftonifhment to the

*1 now particularly allude to the numerous academies

in, apd about London, and to the behaviour of the trading
part of this great city.

Bdg parrot=
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parrot-like prattle, uttered in folemn cadences,
with all the pomp of ignorance and folly. ‘Such
exhibitions only ferve to firike the fpreading
fibres of vanity through the whole mind; for
they neither teach children to {peak fluently,
nor behaye gracefully. So far from it, that thefe
frivolous purfuits might comprehenfively be
termed the ftudy of affe@ation; for we now
rarely fec a fimple, bafhful boy, though few
people of tafte were ever difgufted by that
awkward theepithnefs fo natural to the age,
which {chools and an early introduction into
fociety, have changed into impudence and
apith grimace.

Yet, how can thefe things be remedied
whilft {chool-mafters depend entirely on pa-
rents for,a {ubfiftence ; and, when fo many
rival llihbols hang.out their lures, to catch
the attention of vaip fathers and mothers,
whofe parental affection only leads them to
wifh that their children fhould outfhine thofe
of their neighbours ?

Without great good luck, a fenfible, con-
{cientious man, would ftarve before he could
raife a fchool, if he difdained to bubble weak
parents by pra&ifing the fecret tricks of the
craft,

In
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In ‘the beft regulated fchools, however,
where fwarms are not crammed together,
many bad habits muft be acquired; but, at
common {chools, the body, heart, and un-
derftanding, are ‘equally ftunted, for parents
are often only in queft of the cheapeft fchool,
and the mafter could not live, if he did not
take a much greater number than he could
manage himfelf; nor will the {canty pittance,
allowed for each child, permit him to hire
ufhers fufficient to affift in the difcharge of
the mechanical part of the bufinefs. = Befides,
whatever appearance the houfe and garden
may make, the children do not the com-
fort of either, for they are continu 111y reminded
by irkfome reftrictions that they are not at
home, and the ftate-rooms, garden, &c.muft be

kept in order for the recreation of the parents;
who, of a Sunday, vifit the {chool, and are
impreffed by the very parade that renders the

fituation of their children uncomfortable.
With what difguft have I heard fenfible
women, for girls are more reftrained and
cowed than boys, fpeak of the wearifome
confinement, which they endured at fchool.
Not allowed, perhaps, to ftep out of one
broad walk in a fuperb garden, and obliged to
pace with fteady deportment ftupidly back-
wards
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wards and forwards, l)olding up their heads
and turning out their toes, with fhoulders
braced back, inftead of bounding, ds ‘hature
direts to complete: her own defign, in the
various attitudes fo conducive to health *,
The pure animal fpirits, which make both
mind' and body  fhoot out, and unfold the
tender bloffoms of hope; are turned four, and
vented in vain wifhes, or pert repinings, that
contrat the faculties and {poil the temper
elfe they mount to the brain, and ﬂm-pening
the underftanding before it gains proportionable
ftrength, produce that pitiful cunning which
* I remember a circumftance thay

own obfervation, and raif
viflt 2 little boy at a f

¢ once came under my
ed my indignation, 1 weat to
ool where young children were pre-
pared for'a largdi ‘one, The mafter took me into the
fehool-room, &c. but whilft T walked down a broad gravel
walk, 1 could ot help obferving that the:grafs grew very
laxuriantly on each fide of me. I immediately afked tha
child fome queltions, and found that the poor boys were
not allowed'to fir'off the walk, and that the mafter fome.
timies perinitted fheep.torbe: turned i to crop the untrodden
&refs; The tyrant of this domain ufed to fie by a windowr
that overlooked the

Prifon yard, and one nook turning from
i where the unfortunate babes conld fport frec 1y, he en=
clofed, and planted it with potatoes. The wife likewife
viasiequally anxious to keep the children in order, left they
fhould dirty or tear their clothes,

4 difgrace=
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difgracefully charaterizes the female mind—
and I fear will ever chara&erize it whilft wo-
men remain‘the flaves of power !

"The little refpect which the male world
pay to chaftity is; I am perfuaded, the grand
fource of many of the phyfical and moral
evils that torment mankind, as well as of the
vices and follies that degrade and deftroy wo-
men 3 yet at fchool, boys infallibly lofe that
decent bafhfuluiefs, which might have ripened
into modefty, at home,

And what nafty indecent tricks do they alfo
learn fromeach other; when a number of
them' pig together in the fame bedchamber,
not to {peak of the vices, which render the
body weak, whilft they effetually prevent
the ' acquifition of any delicacy of mind.
The little attention paid to the cultivation of
modefty, amongft men, produces great de-
pravity in all the relationthips of fociety ; for,
not only love—love that ought to purify the
heart, and firft call forth all the youthful
powers, to prepare the man to difcharge the
benevolent duties of life, is facrificed to pre=
mature luft; but, all the focial affeGions are
deadened by the felfith gratifications, which
very early pollute the mind, and dry up the

generous
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generous juices* of the heart. In what an
unnatural manner is innocence often violated ;
and what ferious confequences enfue to ren-
der private vices a public peft.  Befides, an
Babit of perfonal order, which has more ef-
fect on the moral character, than is, in ge-
neral, fuppofed, can only be acquired at home,
where  that refpe@table referve is kept up
which checks the familiarity, that finking
into beaftlinefs, “undermines the affe@tion it
infults.

I have already animadverted.on the bad ha-
bits. which females acquire when they are
fhut up together; and, I think, that the
obfervation may fairly be extended to the
other fex, till the natural inference is drawn
which 1 have had. in view throughout— that
to improve both fexes they ought, not only
in private families, but in public fchooals, to
be educated together.  If marriage be ' the
cement of fociety, mankind fhould all be
educated after the fame model, or the inter-
courfe of the fexes will never deferve the
name of fellowthip, nor will women ever
fulfil the peculiar duties of their fex, till they
become enlightened citizens, till they be-
come free by being enabled to earn their own

fubfiftence,
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fubfiftence, independent of men; in the fame
manner, I mean, to prevent mifconftruc-

tion, as one man is independent of another. *

Nay, marriage will never be held facred till
women, by being brought up with men, are
prepared to be their companions rather than
their miftrefles ; for the mean doublings of
cunning will ever render them contempt-
ible, whilft oppreflion renders them timid.
So convinced am I of this truth, that I will
venture to predict that virtue will never pre-
vail in fociety till the virtues of both fexes
are founded on reafon; and, till the affec-
tions common to both are allowed to gain
their due ftrength by the difcharge of mu-
tual duties.

Were boys and girls permitted to purfue
the fame ftudies together, thofe graceful de-
cencies might early be inculcated which pro-
duce modefty without thofe fexual diftine-
tions that taint the mind.. Leffons of po-
litenefs, and that formulary of decorum,
which treads on the heels of falfehood, would
be rendered ufelefs by habitual propriety of
behaviour. Not indeed, put on for vifitors
like the courtly robe of politenefs, but the
fober effet of cleanlinefs of mind. Would

not
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not this fimple elegance of fincerity be a
chafte. homage paid to domeftic affeétions,
far furpafling the meretricious compliments
that fhine with falfe luftre in the heart-
lefs intercourfe of fafhionable life But,
till more underflanding preponderate in fo-
ciety, there will ever be a want of heart and
tafte, and the harlot’s rouge will fupply the
place of that celeftial fuffufion which only
virtuous affetions can give to the face, Gal-
lantry, and what is called love, may fobfift
without fimplicity of chara@®er; but the
main pillars of friendfhip, are refpe@ and
confidence—cfteem is never founded on it
cannot tell what !

A tafte for the fine arts requires great cultis
vation ; but not more than a tafte for the virtue
ous affetions ; and both fuppofe that enlarge-
ment of mind which opens fo many fources
of mental pleafure. Why do people hurry
to noify fcenes, and crowded circles? ¥
thould anfwer, becaufe they want ativity of
mind, becaufe they have not cherithed the
virtues of the heart. They only, therefore,
fee and feel in the grofs, and continually pine
after variety, finding every thing that is fimple
infipid.

This
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‘This argument . may be carried further
than philofophers are aware of, for if nature
deftined woman, in particular, for the dif-
charge of domeftic duties, the made her fuf-
ceptible of the attached affections in a great
degree. Now women are notorioufly fond
of pleafure; and, naturally muft be fo ac-
cording to my definition, becaufe they can-
not enter into the minutia of domeftic tafte;
lacking judgment, the foundation of all tafte,
For the underftanding, in fpite of fenfual ca-
villers, referves to itfelf the privilege of con-
veying pure joy to the heart.

‘With what a languid yawn have I feen
an admirable poem thrown down, that a
man of true tafte returns to, again and again
with rapture; and, whilft melody has almoft
fufpended refpiration, a lady has afked me
where I bought my gown. I have feen alfe
an eye glanced coldly over a moft exquifite
picure, reft, {parkling with pleafure, on a
caricature rudely fketched ; and whilft fome
terrific feature in nature has fpread a fublime
fillnefs through my foul, I have been defired
to obferve the pretty tricks of a lap-dog, that
my perverfe fate forced me to travel with.
Is it furprifing that fuch a taftelefs' being
‘ thould
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fhould rather carefs this dog than her chil«
dren? Or, that fhe fhould prefer the rant of
flattery to the fimple accents of fineerity ?

To illuftrate’ this remark I muft be al-
lowed to obferve, that men of the firft ge-
nius, and moft cultivated minds, have aps
peared to have the higheft relith for the fim-
ple beauties of nature; and they muft have
forcibly felt, what they have fo well de-
{cribed, the charm, which natural affections,
and unfophifticated feelings fpread round the
human chara@er. 1t is this power of look-
ing into the heart, and refponfively vibrating
with each emotion, that enables the poet to
perfonify each paffion, and the painter to
tketch with a pencil of fire.

True tafte is ever the work of the under-
flanding employed in obferving natural efs
fe&s ; and till women have more underftand-
ing, it is vain to expe@ them to poflefs do-
meflic tafte. Their lively fenfes will ever
be at work to harden their hearts, and the
emotions ftruck out of them will continue te
be vivid and tranfitory, unlefs a proper edu-
cation ftores their mind with knowledge.

It is the want of domeftic tafte, and not
the acquirement of knowledge, that takes

women
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Wwomen out of their families, and tears the
fmiling babe from the breaft that ought to
afford it nourithment. Women have been
allowed to remain in ignorance, and flavifh
dependence, many, very many years, and
{till we hear of nothing but their fondnefs of
pleafure and fway, their preference of rakes
and foldicrs, their childith attachment to toys,
and the vanity that makes them value ac-
complifhments more than virtues.

Hiftory brings forward a fearful catalogue
of the crimes which their cunning has pro-
duced, when the weak flaves have had fuf-
ficient addrefs to over-reach their mafters. In
France, and in how many other countries,
have men been the luxurious defpots, and
women the crafty minifters ?—Does this
prove that ignorance and dependence domef=
ticate them ! Is not their folly the by-word
of the libertines, who relax in their fociety ;
and do not men of fenfe continually lament
that an immoderate fondnefs for drefs and
diffipation carries the mother of a family for
ever from home. Their hearts have not
been debauched by knowledge, nor their
minds led aftray by fcientific purfuits; yet,
they do not fulfil the peculiar duties which

(& as




386 VINDICATION OF 'FHE

as women they are called upon by nature to
fulfil. On the contrary, the ftate of warfare
which fubfifts between the fexes, makes them
employ thofe wiles, that fruftrate the more

open defigns of force.

When, therefore, 1 call women flaves, I
mean in a political and civil fenfe ; for, indi-
rectly they obtain too much power, and are
debafed by their exertions to obtain illicit
iway.

Let an enlightened nation * then try what
fon would have to bring them back

to nature, and their duty ; and allowing them

to fhare the advan of education and go-

vernment with man, fee whether they will
become better, as they grow wifer and be-
come free. They cannot be injured by the
experiment ; for it is not in the power of man
to render them more infignificant than they
are at prefent.

To render this pralicable, day fchools,
for particular ages, thould be eftablithed by
government, in which boys and girls might
be cducated together. The fchool for the

younger children, from five to nine years of

* France.
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fage, ought to be abfolutely free and open to
all claffes*. A fufficient number of mafters
thould alfo be chofen by a felect committee,
in each parith, to whom any complaint of
negligence, &c. might be made, if figned by
fix of the children’s parents.

Uthers would then be unneceffary ; for I
believe experience will ever prove that this
kind of fubordinate authority is particularly
injurious to the morals of youth. What,
indeed; can tend to deprave the character
more than outward fubmiffion and inward
contempt ? Yet how can boys be expected
to treat an uther with refpe®, when the
mafter f€ems to confider him in the light of a
fervant, and almoft to countenance the ridi-

cule which becomes the chief amufement of

the boys during the play hours.
But nothing of this kind could occur in

an elementary day-fchool, where boys and

girls, the rich and poor, fhould meet tc

oe-

ther. And to prevent any of the diftin&tions
of vanity, they fhould be drefied alike, and
all obliged to fubmit to the fame difcipline,

% Treating this pare of the fubject, T have borrowed
fome hints from a very fenfible pamphlet, written by the

late bifhop of Autun on Public Education.
2 or
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or leave the fchool.  The fehool-room ought
to be furrounded by a large piece of ground;
in which the children might be ufefully ex-
ercifed, for at this age they fhould not be
confined to any fedentary employment for
more tham ai hotr at a times  But thefe re-
laxations might all be rendered a part of ele-
mentary education; for many things improve
and amufe the fenfes, when introduced as 2
kind of thow, to the principles of which,
dryly laid down, children would turn a
deaf ear. For inftance, botany, mechanics;
and aftronomy. Reading, writing, arithme-
tic, natural hiftory, and fome fimple expe-
riments in natural philofophy, might fill up
the day; but thefe purfuits fhould never
encroach on gymnaftic plays in the open air.
The elements of religion, hiftory, the hif~
tory of man, and politics, might alfo be
taught; by converfations, in the focratic
form.

After the age of nine, girls and boys, in=
tended for domeftic employments, or mecha-
nical trades, ought to be removed to other
{chools, and receive inftruéion, in fome mea=
{ure appropriated to the deftination of each indi~
vidual, the two fexes being ftill together in the
morning 3
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morning; but in the afternoon, the gitls
fhould attend a fchool, where plain-work,
mantua-making, millinery, &c. would be
their employment.

The young people of fuperior abilities, or

_fortune, might now be taught in another

{chool, the dead and living languages, the
elements of fcience, and continue the ftudy of
hiftory and politics, on a more extenfive fcale,
which would not exclude polite literature.
Girls and boys ftill together? I hear fome
readers afk : yes. And I fhould not fear any
other confequence than that fome early at-
tachment might take place; which, whilft
it had the beft effect on the moral charadter
of the young people, might not perfeétly
agree with the views of the parents, for it
will bea long time, I fear, before the world
is fo enlightened that parents, only anxious
to render their children virtuous, will let
them choofe companions for life themfelves.
Befides, this would be a fure way to pro-
mote early marriages, and from early mas-
riages the moft falutary phyfical and moral
effetts naturally flow. What a different cha-
racter does a married citizen affume from the
felfith coxcomb, who lives, but for himfelf,
Cicia and
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and who is often afraid to marry left he thould
not beable to live in a certain ftyle. Great
emergencies excepted, which would rarely
occur in a fociety of which equality was the
bafis, a man can only be prepared to difcharge
the duties of public life, by the habitual prac-
tice of thofe inferiour ones which form
the man.

In this plan of education the conftitu-
tion of boys would not be ruined by the
early debaucheries, which now makes men
1o felfith, nor girls rendered weak and vain,
by indolence, and frivolous purfuits. ~ But,
I prefuppofe, that fuch a degree of equa-
lity fhould be eftablithed between the fexes

as would fhut out gallantry and coquetry,
yet allow friendfhip and love to temper the
heart for the difcharge of higher dutics.
Thefe would be fchools of morality—and
the happinefs of man, allowed to flow from
the pure fprings of duty and affection, what
advances might not the human mind make ?
Society can only be happy and free in propor-
it is virtuous; but the prefent diftinc-
tions, cftablithed in fociety, corrode all pri-
vate, and blaft all public virtue,
d 1 have

tion
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1 have already inveighed againft the cuf-
tom of confining girls to their needle, and
thutting them out from all political and civil
employments ; for by thus narrowing their
minds they are rendered unfit to fulfil the
peculiar duties which nature has afligned
them.

Ouly employed about the little incidents of
the day, they neceffarily grow up cunning.
My very foul has often llckumd at obiewmg
the fly tricks practifed bv women to gain
fome foolifh thing on which their filly hearts
were fet. Not allowed to difpofe of money,
or call any thing their own, they learn to
turn the market penny ; or, fhould a huf-
band offend, by flaying from home, or give
rife to fome emotions of jealoufy—a new
gown, or any pretty bawble, fmooths Juno's
angry brow.

But thefe /ittleneffes would not degrade their
chara&er, if women were led to refpect them-
felyes, if political and moral fubjeéts were
opencd to them; and, I will venture to
affirm, that this is the only way to make
them properly attentive to their domeftic du-
ties.—An active mind embraces the whole
and finds time enough for

(eli 7 all.

circle of its duti
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all. It isnot, I affert, a bold attempt to emu=
late mafculine virtues ; it is not the enchante
ment of literary purfuits, or the fteady invef-
tigation of fcientific fubjects, that lead wo-
men aftray from duty. No, it is indolence
and vanity—the love of pleafure and the love
of fway, that will reign paramount in an
empty mind. 1 fay empty emphatically, be-
caufe the education which women now re-
ceive fearcely deferves the name, For the
little knowledge that they are led to acquire,
during the important years of youth, is merely
relative to accomplithments ; and accomplifh~

ments without a bottom, for unlefs the un-

derftanding be cultivated, fuperficial and mo-
notonous is every grace. Like the charms of

a made up face, they only flrike the fenfes in

a croyvd ; but at home, wanting mind, they

want variety. The cor
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ence is obyious ;
n we meet the arti-
ficial mind and face, for thofe who fly from
folitude dread, next to folit

in gay {cenes of

de, the domeftic
circle ; not having it in their power to amufe
orintereft, they feel their own infignificance,or
find nothing to amufe or intereft themfelves,

Befides, what can be more indelicate than
a girl's coming out in the fathionable world 3
Which,
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Which, in other w! ords, is to bring to market
a marriageable mifs, whofe perfon is taken
from one public place to another, richly capa-
rifoned. Yet, mixing in the giddy circle
under reftraint, thefe butterflies long to flutter
at large, for the firft affection of their fouls
is their own perfons, to which their atten-
tion has been called with the moft fedulous
care whilft they were preparing for the pe-
riod that decides their fate for life. Inftcad
of purfuing this idle routine, fighing for
taftelefs thew, and heartlefs ftate, with what
dignity would the youths of both fexes form
attachments in the fchools that 1 have cur-
{orily pointed out 3 in which, as life advanced,
dancing, mufic, and drawing, might be ad-
mitted as relaxations, for at (hcfc fChooLyouug
people of fortune ought to remain, more or
lefs, till they were of age. Thofe, wha
were defigned for particular profefiions, might
attend, three or four mornings in the week,
the fchools appropriated for their immediate
nftruéion.

1 only drop thefe obfervations at prefent,
25 hints ; rather, indeed, as an outline of the
plan I mean, than a digefted one; but I

muft add, that 1 highly approve of one regu=
lation
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lation mentioned in the pamphlet * already
alluded to, that of making the children and
youths independent of the mafters refpedt-
ing punithments. They fhould be tried by
their peers, which would be an admirable
method of fixing found principles of juftice
in the mind, and might have the happieft effect
on the temper, which is very early foured or
irritated by tyranny, till it becomes peevithly
cunning, or ferocioufly overbearing,

My imagination darts forward with bene-
volent fervour to greet thefe amiable and
refpectable groups, in fpite of the fueer-
ing of cold hearts, who arc at liberty to
utter, with frigid {elf-importance, the damn-
ing epithet—romantic ; the force of which
1 fhall endeavour to blunt by repeating
the words of an eloquent maralift, —¢ T
¢ know not whether the allufions of a truly
humane heart, whofe zeal renders every
¢ thing cafy, is not preferable to that rough
¢ and repulfing reafon, which alw ays finds
in indifference for the public good, the firft
abftacle to whatever would promote it.’

¢

I know that libertines will alfo exclaim,
that woman would be unfexed by acquiring

* The Bithop of Autun's,

ftrength
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ftrength of body and mind, and that beauty,
foft bewitching beauty ! would no longer
adorn the daughters of men! I'am of a very
different opinion, for I think that, on the
contrary, we fhould then fee dignified beauty,
and true grace; to produce which, many
powerful phyfical and moral caufes would
coneur.—Not relaxed beauty, it is true, nor
the graces of helplefinefs ; but fuch as ap-
pears to make us refped the human body as
a majeftic pile fit to receive a noble inhabi-
tant, in the relics of antiquity.

I do not forget the popular opinion that the
Grecian ftatues were not modelled after na-
tare. I mean, not according to the propor-
tions of a particular man; but that beautiful
limbs and features were felected from various
bodies to form an harmonious whole. This
might, in fome degree, be true. The fine
ideal picture of an exalted imagination might
be fuperiour to the materials which the paint-
er found in nature, and thus it might with
propricty be termed rather the model of
mankind than of a man. It was not, how-
ever, the mechanical fele&ion of limbs and
features ; but the cbullition of an heated fancy
that burft forth, and the fine fenfes and en-

larged
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larged underftanding of the artift feleCted the
{olid matter, which he drew into this glows
ing focus.

I obferved that it was not mechanical,
becaufe a whole was produced—a model
of that grand fimplicity, of thofe concur-

ring energies, which arreft our attention

nd  caommand our reverence.  For ouly
infipid lifelefs beauty is produced by a fervile
copy of even beautiful nature, Yet, inde-
pendent of thefe obfervations, I believe that
the human form muft have been far more
beautiful than it is at prefent, hecaufe ex-
treme indolence, barbarous ligatures, and
many caufes, which forcibly act on it, in
our luxurious ftate of fociety, did not re-
tard its expanfion, or render it deformed.
Exercife and cleanlinefs appear to be not only
the fureft means of preferving health, but of
promoting beauty, the phyfical caufes only
confidered ; yet, this is not fufficient, moral
ones muft concur,’or beauty will be merely of
that ruftic kind which blooms on the inno-
cent, wholefome, countenances of fome coun-

try people, whofe minds have not been ex-
ercifed. To render the perfon perfed, phy-
fical and moral beauty ought to be attain

g ag
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at the fame time ; each lending and receiving
force by the combination. Judgment muft
tefide on the brow, affection and fancy beam
in the eye, and humanity curve the cheek,
or vain is the fparkling of the fineft eye or
the elegantly turned finifh of the faireft fea-
tures ¢ whillt in every motion that difplays
the acive limbs and well-knit joints, grace
and modefty fhould appear. But this fair
affemblage is not to be brought together by
chance s it is the reward of exertions meet
to fupport each other ; for judgment can only
be acquired by reflection, affection by the
difcharge of duties, and humanity by the ex-
ercife of compaffion to every living creature.
Humanity to animals fhould be particularly
inculcated as a part of national education, for
it is not at prefent one of our national virtues.
"Pendernefs for their humble dumb domeftics,
amongft the lower clafs, ' is oftener to be
found in a favage than a civilized ftate.
Tor civilization prevents that intercourfe
which creates affe@ion in the rude hut, or
mud cabin, and leads uncultivated minds who
are only depraved by the refinements which
prevail in the fociety, where they are trodden
under foot by the rich, to domineer over
them
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them to revenge the infults that they are

{ obliged to bear from their fuperiours.
{4 This habitual cruelty is firft caught at
o fchool, where it is one of the rare fports of
| ’,‘,"‘ the boys to torment the miferable brutes that

fall in their way. The tranfition, as they
grow up, from barbarity to brutes to domeftic
tyranny over wives, children, and fervants, is

[ : very eafy. Juftice, or even benevolence, will |
' not bea powerful fpring of action unlefs it be i
| extended to the whole creation ; nay, 1 be- |

| lieve that it may be delivered as an axiom,

‘ that thofe who can fee pain, unmoved, will

{oon learn to inflict it.

The vulgar are {vayed by prefent feelings,
sand the habits which they have accident- !
| ally acquired ; but on partial feelings much
i dependence cannot be placed, though they
! be juft; for, when they are not invigm'z\tcd

by reflection, cuftom weakens them, till they |

arc fcarcely felt. The fympathies of our i

nature are ftrengthened by pondering co- |

gitations, and deadened by thoughtlefs ufe. |
{ Macbeth’s heart fmote him more for one |
) murder, the firft, than for a hundred f{ub- i
fequent ones, which were neceflary to

back
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back it. But, when I ufed the epithet vul-
gar, 1 did not mean to confine my remark
to the poor, for partial humanity, founded
on prefent fenfations, or whim, is quite as con=~
{picuous, if not more fo, amongft the rich.
The lady who fheds tears for the bird
ftarved in a {nare, and execrates the devils in
the fhape of men, who goad to madnefs the
poor ox, or whip the patient afs, tottering
under a burden above its ftrength, will, ne-
verthelefs, keep her coachman and horfes
whole hours waiting for her, when the tharp
froft bites, or the rain beats againt the well-
clofed windows which do not admit a breath

of air to tell her how roughly the wind blows
without. And fhe who takes her dogs to
bed, and nurfes them, with a parade of fen-
fibility, when fick, will fuffer her babes to
grow up crooked in a nurfery. This illuf~
tration of my argument is drawn from a
matter of fa&t. The woman whom I al-
Jude to was handfome, reckoned very hand-
fome, by thofe who do not mifs the mind
when the face is plump and fair; but
her underftanding had not been led from
female duties by literature, nor her inno-
cence debauched by knowledge. No, fthe

was
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was quite feminine, according to the mafcus
line acceptation of the word; and; fo far
from loving thefe fpoiled brutes that filled
the place which her children ought to have
oceupied, fhe only lifped out a pretty mix-
ture of French and Englith nonfenfe, to
pleafe the men who flocked round her.
The wife, mother, and human creature, were
all fwallowed up by the factitious charater
which an improper education and the felfith
vanity of beauty had produced.

I do not like to make a diftinfion with-
out a difference, and I own that I have beer
s much difgufted by the fine lady who
took her lap-dog to her bofom inftead of het
child; as by the ferocity of a man, who,
beating his horfe declared, that he knew as
well when he did wrong; as a Chriftian.

This brood. of folly thews how miftaken
they are who, if they allow women to leave
their ha

'ms, do not cultivate their unders
ftandings, in order to plant virtues in theif
hearts, For had they fenfe, they might ac+
quire that domeftic tafte which would lead
them to love with reafonable fubordination
their whole family, from their hufband to
the houfe-dogs nor would they ever infult
humanity
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humanity in the perfon of the moft menial
fervant by paying more attention to the com-
fort of a brute, than to that of a fellow-
creature.

My obfervations on national education are
obvioufly hints; but T principally wifh to en-
fity of educating the fexes to=

force the nec
gether to perfe& both, and of m:
dren fleep at home that they may learn to

n hil-
king chil

Jove home ; yet to make private fupport, in-
ftead of fmothering, public affetions, they
fhould be fent to fchool to mix with a number
of equals, for only by the joftlings of equality
can we form a juft opinion of ourft

To render mankind more virtuous, and hap-
pier of courfe, both fexes muft a@ from the
fame principle; but how can that be expected
when only one is allowed to fee the reafon-
ablenefs of it ? To render alfo the focial com-
pa& truly equitable,and in order to {pread thofe

elves.

enlightening principles, which alone can me-
liorate the fate of man, women muft be al-
lowed to found their virtue on knowledge,
which is fcarcely poffible unlefs they are edu-
cated by the fame purfuits as men. For
they are now made fo inferiour by ignorance
and low defires, as not to deferve to be

Dd ranked
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ranked with them; or, «by the ferpentine
wrigglings of cunning they mount the tree
of knowledge, and only acquire fufficient to
lead men aftray.

It is plain from the hiftory of all nations,
that women cannot be confined to merely
domeflic purfuits, for they will not fulfil fa-
mily duties, unlefs their minds take a wider
range, and whilft they are kept in ignorance
they become in the fame proportion the flaves
of pleafure as they are the flaves of man.
Nor can they be fhut out of great enterprifes,
though the narrownefs of their minds often
make them mar, what they are unable to
comprehend.

The libertinifm, and even the virtues of
fuperior men, will always give women, of
fome defeription, great power over them;
and thefe weak women; under the influence
of childith paflions and felfith vanity, will
throw a falfe light over the objeés which the
very men view with their eyes, who ought to
enlighten their judgment. Men of fancy, and
thofe fanguine charatters who moftly hold
the helm of human affairs, in general, relax
in the fociety of women; and furely I need
not cite to the moft fuperficial reader of hif-
tory
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tory the numerous examples of vice and op-
preffion which the private intrigues of female
favourites have produced ; not to dwell on the
mifchief that naturally arifes from the blun-
dering interpofition of well-meaning folly.
For in the tranfacions of bufinefs it is much
better to have to deal with a knave than a fool,
becaufe a knave adheres to fome plan ; and any
plan of reafon may be feen through much
fooner than a fudden flight of folly. The
power which vile and foolith women have had
over wife men, who poflefled fenfibility, is
notorious ; I fhall only mention one inftance.
‘Who ever drew a more exalted female cha-
rafter than Roufleau ? though in the lump he
conftantly endeavoured ‘to degrade the fex.
And why was he thus anxious ? Truly to juf-
tify to himfelf the affeCtion which weaknefs
and virtue had made him cherith for that
fool Therefa. He could not raife her to the
common level of her fex; and therefore he la-
boured to bring woman down to her’s. He
found her aconvenient humble companion, and
pride made him determine to find fome fupe-
riour virtues in the being whom he chofe to
live with ; but did not her condu& during his
life, and after his death, clearly fhew how
Dd:2 grofsly
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grofsly he was miftaken who called her a

celeftial innocent.  Nay, in the bitternefs of

his heart, he himfelf laments, that when his

bodily infirmities madé him no longer treat
her like a woman, fhe ceafed to have an
affeétion for him. And it was very natural
that the fhould, for having fo few fentiments
in common, when the fexual tie was broker,
what was to hold her? Fo hold her affee-
tion whofe fenfibility was confined to one
fex, nay, to one man, it requires fenfe to
turn fenfibility into the broad channel of hu-~
manity ; many women have not mind enough
to have an affection for a woman, or a friend-
fhip for a man. But the fexual weaknefs
that makes woman-depend on'man for a fub-
fitence, produces a kind of cattith affection
which leads a wife to purr about her hutband
as the would about any man_ who fed and
carefled her.

Men are, however, often gratified by this
kiund of fondnefs, which is confined ina beaftly
manner to themfelves; but thould they ever
become ‘more virtuous, they will with to
converfe at their fire-fide with a friend, after
they ceafe to play with a miftrefs.

Befides,
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Befides, underftanding is necefary to give
varicty and intereft to fenfual enjoyments,
for low, indeed, in the intellettual feale, is
the mind that can continue to love when nei-
ther virtue nor fenfe give a human appear-
ance to an animal appetite. But fenfe will
always preponderate ; and if women are not,
in general, brought more on a level with
men, fome fuperiour women, like the Greek
courtezans, will affemble the men of abilities
around them, and draw from their families
many citizens, whowould have ftayed at home
had their wives had more fenfe, or the graces
which refult from the exercife of the under-
ftanding and fancy, the legitimate parents of
tafte. A woman of talents, if fhe be not ab-
{olutely ugly, will always obtain great power,
raifed by the weaknefs of her fex; and in
proportion as men acquire virtue and delic:
by the exertion of reafon, they will look ﬂu
both in women, but they can only acquire

them in the fame way that men do.

In France or Italy, have the women con-
fined themfelves to domefticlife? though they
have not hitherto had a political exiftence,

yet, have they not illicitly had great fivay ?
cuunptmg themfelves and the men- with
Dd g3 whofe
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whofe paffions they played. In fhort, in what-
ever light T view the fubje, reafon and ex-
perience convince me that the only method
of leading women to fulfil their peculiar du-
ties, is to fice them from all reftraint by
allowing them to participate the inherent
rights of mankind.

Make them free, and they will quickly be-
come wife and virtuous, as men become
more {o; for the improvement muft be mu-
tual, or the injuftice which one half of the
human race are obliged to fubmit to, retorting
on their oppreflors, the virtue of men will be
worm-eaten by the infe& whom he keeps
under his feet.

Let men take their choice, man and wo=
man were made for each other, though not
to become one being; and if they will not
improve women, they will deprave them !

1 fpeak of the improvement and emancipa-
tion of the whole fex, for I know that the
behaviour of a few women, who, by acci-
dent, or following a ftrong bent of nature,
have acquired a portion of knowledge fupe-
rior to that of the reft of their fex, has often
been oyerbu\nng; but there have been in-
ftances of women who, attaining knowledge,

7 haye
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have not difcarded modefty, nor bave they
always pedantically appeared to defpife the
ignorance which they laboured todifperfe in
their own mind. The exclamations then
which any advice refpeing female learning,
commonly produce, efpecially from pretty
women, often arife from envy. When
they chance to fee that even the luftre of
their eyes, and the flippant fportivenefs
of refined coquetry will not always fecure
them attention, during a whole evening,.
thould a woman of a more cultivated under-
ftanding endeavour to give a rational turn to
the converfation, the common fource of con-
folation is, that fuch women feldom get huf-
bands. What arts have I not feen filly wo-
men ufe to interrupt by firzation, a very fig-
nificant word to defcribe fuch a mancéuvre,
a rational converfation which made the men
forget that they were pretty women.

But, allowing what is very natural to
man, that the pofleffion of rare abilities
is really: calculated to excite over-weening
pride, difgufting in both men and women
—in what a ftate of inferiority muft the
female faculties have rufted when fuch a
{mall portion of knowledge as thofe women

d 4 attained,
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attained, who have fnceringly been termed
learned women, could be fingular ?—Suffi-
ciently {o to puff up the pofleflor, and excite
envy in her contemporaries, and fome of the
other fex. Nay, has not a little rationality
expofed many women to the fevereft cenfure ?
I advert to well known fa&s, for I have fre-
quently heard women ridiculed, and every little
weaknefs expofed, only becaufe they adopted
the advice of fome medical men, and deviated
from the beaten track in their mode of treat-
ing their infants. I have a&ually heard this
barbarous averfion to innovation carried ftill
further, and a fenfible woman ftigmatized as
an unnatural mother, who has thus been
wifely folicitous to preferve the health of her
children, when in the midft of her care the
has loft one by fome of the cafualties of in-
fancy, which no prudence can ward off. Her
acquaintance have obferved, that this was
the confequence of new-fangled notions—

the new-fangled  notions of ‘eafe and cleanli-
nefs. And thofe who pretending to expe-
rience, though they have long adhered to
prejudices that have, according to the opi-
nion of the moft fagacious phyficians, thinned
the human race, almoft rejoiced at the dif-
after
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after that gave a kind of fan&tion to pre-
{eription.

Indeed, if it were only on this account, the
national education of women is of the utmoft
confequence, for what a number of human
facrifices are made to that moloch prejudice !
And in how many ways are children de-
firoyed by the lafcivioufiefs of man? The
want of natural affeCtion, in many women,
who are drawn from their duty by the admi-
ration of men, and the ignorance of others,
render the infancy of man a much more pe-
rilous ftate than that of brutes; yet men are
unwilling to place women in fituations pro-
per to enable them to acquire fufficient un-
derftanding to know how even to nurfe their
babes.

So forcibly does this truth ftrike me, that I
would reft the whole tendeney of my reafon-
ing upon it, for whatever tends to incapacitate
the maternal charater, takes woman out of
her {phere.

But it is vain to expet the prefent race of
weak mothers either to take that reafonable
care of a child’s body, which is neceffary to

lay the foun:
pofing that it do not {uffer for the fins of its
5 fathers ;

ion of a good conftitution, {up-
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fathers ; or, to manage its temper {o judi-
cioufly that the child will not have, as it
grows up, to throw off all that its mother,
its firft  inftruor, dire@tly or indire&ly
taught 5 and unlefs the mind has uncommon
vigour, womapith follies will ftick to the cha-
racer throughout life. The weaknefs of the
mother will be vifited on the children ! And
whilft women are educated to rely on their
hufbands for judgment, this muft ever be
the confequence, for there is no improving
an underftanding by halves, nor can any being
a& wifely from imitation, becaufe in every
circumftance of life there is a kind of indivi
duality, which requires an exertion of Jjudg-
ment to modify general rules. The being
who can think juftly in one track, will foon
extend its intellectual empire; and fhe who
has fufficient judgment to manage her chil-
dren, will not fubmit, right or wrong, ta
her hufband, or patiently to the focial laws
which make a nonentity of a wife.

In public fchools women, to guard againft
the errors of ignorance, fhould be taught the
elements of anatomy and medicine, not only
to enable them to take proper care of their
own health, but to make them ratignal

nurfes
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nurfes of their infants, parents, and hufbands;
for the bills of mortality are fwelled by the
blunders of felf-willed old women, who give
noftrums of their own without knowing any
thing of the human frame. It is likewife
proper, only in a domeftic view, to make
women acquainted with the anatomy of the
mind, by allowing the fexes to affociate toge-
ther in every purfuit; and by leading them
to obferve the progrefs of the human under-
ftanding in the improvement of the {ciences
and arts; never forgetting the {cience of mo-
rality, nor the ftudy of the political hiftory
of mankind.

A man has been termed 2 microcofm 3
and every family might alfo be called a
ftate.  States, it is true, have moftly been
governed by arts that difgrace the charac-
ter of man; and the want of a juft confti-
tution, and equal laws, have fo perplexed
the notions of the worldly wife, that they
more than queftion the reafonablenefs of con-
tending for the rights of humanity. Thus
morality, polluted in the national refervoir,
fends off ftreams of vice to corrupt the con-
ftituent parts of the body politic 3 but thould
more noble, or rather, more juft principles

regulate
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regulate the laws, which ought to be the
government of fociety, and not thofe who
execute them, duty might become the rule
of private condu@.

Befides, by the exercife of their bodies and
minds womepn would acquire that mental
activity {o neceffary in the maternal charatter,
united with the fortitude that diftinguifhes
freadinefs of condud from the obftinate per-
verfenefs of weaknefs. For it is dangerous
to advife the indolent to be fteady, becaufe
they inftantly become rigorous, and to fave
themfelves trouble, punith  with feverity
faults that the paticat fortitude of reafon
might have prevented.

But fortitude prefuppofes ftrength of mind;
and is ftrength of mind to be acquired by in-
dolent acquiefcence ! by afking advice inftead
of exerting the judgment ? by obeying
through fear, inftead of pra&ifing the for-
bearance, which we all ftand in need of our-
{elves ?—The conclufion which I with to
draw, is obvious ; make women rational crea-
tures, and free citizens, and they will quickly
become good wives, and mothers ; that is—if
men do not neglet the duties of hufbands
and fathers,

Difcufling”
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Difcufling the advantages which a public
and private education combined, as I have
{ketched, might rationally be expected to pro-
duce, I have dwelt moft on fuch as are par-
ticularly relative to the female world, be-
caufe 1 think the female world opprefled ;
yet the gal
by ()ppxdhou have produced,

grene, which the vices engendered

not confined
to the morbid part, but pervades fociety at
large: fo that when I with to fec my fex be-
come more like moral agents, my heart
bounds with the anticipation of the general
diffufion of that fublime contentment which
only morality can diffufe.

CHAP.
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G H A BeXTIL

SOME INSTANCES OF THE FOLLY WHICH
THE IGNORANCE OF WOMEN GENE-
RATES; WITHCONCLUDING REFLECTIONS
ON THE MORAL IMPROVEMENT THAT
A REVOLUTION IN FEMALE MANNERS
MIGHT NATURALLY BE EXPECTED TO
PRODUCE.

T uzre are many follies, in fome degree, pe-
rto women : fins againft reafon of com-

cul
miffion as well as of omiffion ; but all flowing
from ignorance or prejudice, I fhall only point
out fuch as appear to be particularly injurious
to their moral chara&er. And in animad-
verting on them, I wifh efpecially to prove,
that the weaknefs of mind and body, which
men have endeavoured, impelled by various
motives, to perpetuate, prevents their dif-
charging the peculiar duty of their fex : for
when weaknefs of body will not permit them
to fuckle their children, and weaknefs of
mind makes them fpoil their tempers—is wo-

man in a natural ftate ?
SECT.
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SECT. I.

ONE glaring inftance of the weaknefs which
proceeds from ignorance, firft claims atten-
tion, and calls for fevere reproof.

In this metropolis a number of lurking
leeches infamoufly gain a fubfiftence by prac-
tifing on the credulity of women, pretending
to caft nativities, to ufe the technical word ;
and many females who, proud of their rank
and fortune, look down on the vulgar with
fovereign contempt, thew by this credulity,
that the ditin&ion is arbitrary, and that they
have not {ufficiently cultivated their minds to
rife above vulgar prejudices. Women, be-
caufe they have not been led to confider the
knowledge of their duty as the one thing
neceffary to know, or, to live in the prefent
moment by the difcharge of it, are very anxi-
ous to peep into futurity, to learn what they
have to expec to render life interefting, and
to break the vacuum of ignorance.

I muft be allowed to expoftulate ferioufly
with the ladies who follow thefe idle inven-
tions; for ladies, miftreffes of families, are not
athamed to drive in theirown carriages to the

door
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door of the cunning man*. And if any of
them fhould perufe this work, I entreat them
to anfwer to their own hearts the following
queftions, not forgetting that they are in the
prefence of God.

Do you believe that there is but one God,
and that he is powerful, wife, and good ?

Do you believe that all things were created
by him, and that all beings are dependent on
him ?

Do you rely on his wifdom, fo confpicuous
in his works, and in your own frame, and ‘are
you convinced that he has ordered all things
which do not come under the cognizance of
your fenfes, in the fanc perfect harmony, to
fulfil his defigns ?

Do you acknowledge that the power of
looking into futurity, and feeing things that
are not, as if they were, is an attribute of the
Creator? And fhould he, by an impreffion
on the minds of his creatures, think fit to im-
part to them fomé event hid in the fhades of

* T once lived in the neighbourhood of one of thefe men,
2 béndfome man, and faw wich furprife and indignation,
women, whofe appearance and attendance befpoke that
rank in which females are fuppofed to receive a fuperiour
education, flock to his door.

time,
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time yet unborn, to whom would the fecret
be revealed by immediate infpiration ! The
opinion of ages will anfwer this queftion—to
reverend old men, to people diftinguithed for
eminent piety.

The oracles of old were thus delivered by
priefts dedicated to the fervice of the God
who was fuppofed to infpire them. The
glare of worldly pomp which furrounded
thefe impoftors, and the refpe¢t paid to them
by artful politicians, who knew how to avail
themfelves of this ufeful engine to bend the
necks of the ftrong under the dominion of the
cunning, fpread a facred myfterious veil of
fan@ity over their lies and abominations.
Imprefled by fuch folemn devotional parade,
a Greek, or Roman lady might be excufed,
if fhe enquired of the oracle, when fhe was
anxious to pry into futurity, or inquire about
fome dubious event : and her inquiries, how-
ever contrary to reafon, could not be reckoned
impious.—But, can the profeflors of Chrifti-
anity ward off that imputation ? Can a Chrif-
tian fuppofe that the favourites of the moft
High, the highly favoured, would be obliged
to lurk i@ difguife, and pra&ife the moft dif-

1047 honeft
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Honeft tricks to cheat filly women out of'
the money—which the poor cry for in vain ?

Say not that fuch queftions are an infult
to-common fenfe—for it is your own conduét,
O ye foolith women ! which throwsan odiuny’
on' your fex! And thefe refletions thould
iiake you fhudder at' yolit thoughtlefinefs,
and irrational devotion.—For I do not fuppofe
that all of you laid afide your religion, fuch
as it is, when you entered thofe myfterious
dwellings. ~ Yet, as T have throughout fup-
pofed myfelf talking to ignorant women, for
ignorant ye are in the moft emphatical fenfe
of the word, it would be abfurd to reafon
with you on the egregious folly of defiring to
know what the Supreme Wifdom has con-
cealed:

Probably you would not underftand me,
were 1 to attempt to fhew you that it would
be abfolutely inconfiftent with the grand pur<
pofe of life, that of rendering human crea-
tures wife and virtuous: and that, were it
fanctioned by God, it would difturb the order
eftablithed in creation; and if it be not fanc-
tioned by God, do you exped to hear truth ?
Cin events be foretold, events which have
not:




RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 419

not yet affumed a body to become fubjet to
mortal infpetion, can they be forefeen by a
vicious worldling, who pampers his appetites
by preying on the foolifh ones ?

Perhaps, however, you devoutly believe
in the devil, and imagine, to fhift the quef-
tion, that he may affift his votaries; but, if
really refpecting the power of fuch a being,
an enemy to goodnefs and to God, can you
go to church after having been under fuch an
obligation to him ?

From thefe delufions to thofe ftill more
fathionable deceptions, pradtifed by the whole
tribe of magnetifers, the tranfition is very na-
tural.  With refpec to them, it is equally
proper to afk women a few queftions.

Do you know any thing of the conftruc-
tion of the human frame ? If not, it is proper
that you fhould be told what every child ought
to know, that when its admirable ceconomy
has been difturbed by intemperance or indo-
lence, I fpeak not of violent diforders, but of
chronical difeafes, it muft be brought into a
healthy flate again, by flow degrees, and if
the funétions of life have not beén materially
injured, regimen, another word for temper-
ance, air, exercife, and a few medicines,

Eio s prefcribed
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preferibed by perfons who have ftudied the
human body, are the only human means,
yet difcovered, of recovering that ineftimable
bleffing health, that will bear inveftigation.

Do you then believe that thefe magnetifers,
who, by hocus pocus tricks, pretend to work
a miracle, are delegated by God, or affifted
by the folver of all thefe kind of difficulties—
the devil.

Do they, when they put to flight, as it is
faid, diforders that have baffled the powers of
mulum(, work in conformity to the light of

reafon ¥ or, do they effeét thefe womluful

cures by fupernatural aid ?

3y a communication, an adept may anfiver,
with the world of fpirits. A noble privilege,
it muft be allowed. Some of the ancients
mention  familiar  demons, who guarded
them from danger by Kindly intimating, we
cannot guefs in what manner, when any
danger was nigh ; or, pointed out what they
ought to undertake. Yet the men who laid
claim to this privilege, out of the order of
nature, infifted that it was the reward, or
wnﬁxlm\\u, of fuperiour temperance and
picty. But the prefent workers of wonders
are not raifed above their fellows by fuperiour
temperance
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temperance or fanity. They do not cure
for the love of God, but money. Thefe are
the priefts of quackery, though it be true
they have not the convenicnt expedient of
felling mafles for fouls in purgatory, nor
churches where they can difplay crutches,
and models of limbs made found by a touch
or a word,

1 am not converfant with the technical
terms, nor initiated into the arcana, there-
fore, I may fpeak improperly; but it is clear
that men who will not conform to the law of
reafon, and earn a fubfiftence in an honeft
way, by dcgrccs, are very fortunate in be-
coming acquainted with fuch obliging fpirits.
We cannot, indeed, give them credit for
cither great fagacity or goodnefs, elfe they
would have chofen more noble inftruments,
when they withed to fhew themfelves the
benevolent friends of man.

It is, however, little thort of blafphemy
to pretend to fuch powers!

From the whole tenourof the difpenfations of
Providence, it appears evident to fober reafon,
that certain vices produce certain effeés; and
canany one fo grofsly infult the wifdom of God,
as to fuppofe that a miracle will be allowed to

Eie 3 difturh
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difturb his general laws, to reftore to health
the intemperate and vicious, merely to enable
them to purfue the fame courfe with impu-
nity? Be whole, and fin no more, faid Jefus.
And, are greater miracles to be performed
by thofe who do not follow his footfteps,
who healed the body to reach the mind ?

‘The mentioning of the name of Chrift,
after fuch vile impoftors, may difpleafe fome
of my readers—I refpet their warmth ; but
fet them not forget that the followers of thefe
delufions bear his name, and pro to be
the difciples of him, who faid, by their
works we fhould know who were the chil-
dren of God or the fervants of fin. I allow
that it is eafier to touch the body of a faint,
or to be magnetifed, than to reftrain our ap-
petites or govern our paffions 5 but health of
body or mind can only be recovered by thefe
means, or we make the Supreme Judge par-
tial and revengeful.

Is he a man that he fthould change, or pu-~
nith out of refentment? He—the common
father, wounds but to heal, fays reafon, and
our irregularities producing certain confe~
quences, we are forcibly fhewn the nature of
yice 3 that thus lear ning to know good from

6 eyily
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evil, by experience, we may hate one and
love the other, in proportion to the wifdom
which we attain. The poifon contains the
antidote’; and we either reform our evil ha-
bits and ceafe to fin againft our own bodies,
to ufe the forcible language of {cripture, or
a premature death, the punifhment of fin,
{naps the thread of life.

Here an awful ftop is put to our inquiries.
—But, why fhould I conceal my fentiments ?
Confidering the attributes of God, 1 believe
that whatey

: punithment may follow, will
tend, like the anguifh of difeafe, to thew the
malignity of vice, for the purpofe of reforma-
tion, Pofitive punifhment appears fo con-
trary to the nature of God, difcoverable in all
his works, and in our own reafon, that I could
fooner believe that the Deity paid no atten-
tion to the condu& of men, than that he
punithed without the benevolent defign of
reforming.

To fuppofe only that an all-wife and
powerful Being, as good as he is great; thould
create a heing forefeeing, that after fifty
or fixty years of feverith exiftence, it would
be plunged into never ending woe—=is blaf-
phemy, On what will the worm feed that

Treid is

1]
|
|
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is never to die!—On folly, on ignorance,

fay ye—I thould blufh indignantly at drawing
the natural conclufion, could I infert it, and
with to withdraw myfelf from the wing of
my God!—On fuch a fuppofition, I {peak
with reverence, he would be a confuming
fire. 'We fhould wifh, though vainly, to
fly from his prefence when fear abforbed love,
and darknefs involved all his counfels !

Tknow that many devout people boaft of
fubmitting to the Will of God blindly, as to
an arbitrary feeptre or rod, on the fame prin-
ciple as the Indians worthip the devil. In
other words, like people in the common con-
cerns of life, they do homage to power, and
cringe under the foot that can cruth them.
Rational religion, on the contrary, is a fub-
miffion to the will of a being fo perfectly
wife, that all he wills muft be direGed by the
proper motive—muft be reafonable.

And, if thus we refpe& God, can we give
credit to the myfterious infinuations, which
infult his laws? can we believe, though it
thould ftare us in the face, that he would
work a miracle to authorize confufion by
fan&ioning an error? Yet we muft either
allow thefe impious conclufions, or treat with

71 contempt
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contempt every promife to reftore health to a
difeafed body by fupernatural means, or to
foretell the incidents that can only be forefeen
by God,

Smes. 11,

ANOTHER inftance of that feminine weak-
nefs of charader, often produced by a con-
fined education, is a romantic twift of the
mind, which has been very properly termed
Sentimental.

Women fubjefted by ignorance to their
fenfations, and only taught to look for hap-
pinefs in love, refine on fenfual feelings, and
adopt metaphyfical notions refpecting that
paffion, which lead them thamefully to neg-
le& the duties of life, and frequently in the
midft of thefe fublime refinements they plump
into actual vice,

"Thefe are the women who are amufed by
the reveries of the ftupid novelifts, who, know-
ing little of human nature, work up ftale tales,
and defcribe meretricious fcenes, all retailed
in a fentimental jargon, which equally tend
to corrupt the tafte, and draw the heart afide

from
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from its daily duties. T do not mention the
underftanding, becaufe never having been

exercifed, its. flumbering energies reft inac-
tive, like the lurking particles of fire which
are fuppofed univerfally to pervade matter.
Females, in fad, denied all political privi-
leges, and not allowed, as ma
excepting

iegomen
in criminal cafes, a civil exiftence,

have their attention naturally drawn from the
intereft of the whole community to that of
the minute parts, though the private duty of
any member of fociety muft be very imper-
fe@ly performed when not connected with
the general good. The mighty bufinefs of
female life is to pleafe, and reftrained from
entering into more important concerns by
political and civil oppreflion, fentiments be-
come events, and refleftion deepens what it
thould, and would have effaced, if the under-
ftanding had been allowed to take a wider
range.

But, confined fo trifling employments, they
naturally imbibe (!puliﬂl]s’ which the only
kind of reading caleulated to intereft an inno-
cent fiivolous mind, infpires.  Unable to grafp
any thing great, is it furprifing that they find
the reading of hiftory a very dry tafk, and

difquifitions
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difquifitions addrefled to the underftanding
intolerably tedious, and almoft unintelligible ?
Thus are they neceflarily dependent on the
novelift for amufement. Yet, when I exclaim
againft novels, T mean when contrafted with
thofe works which exercife the underftanding
and regulate the imagination.—For any kind
of reading I think better than leaving a blank

ftill a blank, becaufe the mind muft receive a

degree of enlargement and obtain a little
ftrength by a flight exertion of its thinking
powers ; befides, even the produions that
are only addrefled to the imagination, raife
the reader a little above the grofs gratifica-
tion of appetites, to.which the mind has not

given a fhade of d

"This obfe

for T have known feveral notable women, and

Tc8s

one in particular, who was a very good wo-
man—as good as fuch 4 narrow mind would
allow her to be, who took care that her
daughters (three in number), fhould never
fee a novel. As fhe 'w
and fafhion, they had v:
tend them, and a fort of menial governefs to
watch their footfteps. From their mafters
they learned how tables, chairs, &c. were

called

as a woman of fortune

ious mafters to at-
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called in French and Italian ; but as the few
books thrown in their way were far above
their capacities, or devotional, they neither
acquired ideas nor fentiments, and pafled
their time when not compelled to repeat
words,in drefling, quarrelling with each other,
or converfing with their maids by ftealth,
till they were brought into company as mar-
riageable,

Their mother, a widow, was bufy in
the mean time in keeping up her connec~
tions, as fhe termed a numerous acquaint~
ance, left her girls fhould " want a pro-
per introduion into the great world. And
thefe young ladies, with minds vulgar in
every fenfe of the word, and fpoiled tempers,
entered life puffed up with notions of their
awn confequence, and looking down with
contempt on thofe who could not vie with
them in drefs and parade.

With refpect to love, nature, or their nurfes,
bad taken care to teach them the phyfical
meaning of the word ; and, as they had few
topics of converfation, and fewer refinements
of fentiment, they exprefled their grofs
wifhes not in very delicate phrafes, when
they fpoke freely, talking of matrimony.
Could
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Could thefe girls have been injured by the
perufal of novels ? Talmoft forgot a thade in the
characer of one of them ; fhe affected a fim-
plicity bordering on folly, and with a fimper
would utter the moft immodeft remarks and
queftions, the full meaning of which fhe had
learned whilft fecluded from the world, and
afraid to fpeak in her mother’s prefence, who
governed with ahigh hand: they were all edu-
cated, as fhe prided herfelf, in a moft exem-
plary manner ; and read their chapters and
pfalms before breakfaft, never touching 2
filly novel.

This is only one inftance; but T recolle&
many other women who, not led by degrees
to proper ftudies, and not permitted to choofe
for themfelves, have it
children ; or have obtained, by mixing in the
World, a little of what is termed common

ed been overgrown

fenfe; that is a diftin& manner of fecing
common occurrences, as they ftand detached :
but what deferves the name of intelle&, the
power of gaining general or abftract ideas, or
even intermediate ones, was out of the quel-
tion. Their minds were quiefcent, and
when they were not roufed by fenfible ob-

je&ts
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je@s and employments of that kind, they
were low-{pirited, would cry, or go to fleep.

‘When, therefore, I advife my fex not to
read fuch flimfy works, it is to induce them
to read fomething fuperiour; for I coincide
in opinion with a fagacious man, who, hav-
ing a daughter and niece under his care, pur-
fued a very different plan with each.

The niece, who had confiderable abilities,
had, before fhe was left to his guardianthip,
been indulged in defultory reading. Her he
endeavoured to lead, and did lead to hiftory
and moral effays; but his daughter, whom
a fond, weak mother had indulged, and who
confequen

ly was averfe to every thing like
application, he allowed to read novels : and
ufed to juftify his condu& by faying, thal if
the ever attained a relith for reading them, he
thould have fome foundation to work upon ;
and that erroneous opinions were better than
none at all.

In fa& the female mind has been {o totally
neglected, that knowledge was only to be
acquired from this muddy fource, till from
reading novels fome women of fuperiour ta-
lents learned to defpife them.

The
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The beft method; I believe; that can be
adopted to correct a fondnefs for novels is to
ridicule them : not indifcriminately, for then
it would have little effed; but, if a judicious
perfon, with fome turn for humour, would
read feveral o a young girl,’and point out
both by tones, and apt comparifons with pa-
thetic incidents and heroic charaéters in hif~
tory, how foolifhly and ridiculoufly they cari-
catured human nature, juft opinions might be
fubftituted inftead of romantic {entiments.

In one refpet, however, themajority of both
fexes refemble, and equally thew a want of
tafte and modefty. Ignorant women, forced
to be chafte to preferve their reputation, al-
low their imagination to revel in the unna-
tural and meretricious fcenes fketched by the
novel writers of the day, flighting as infipid
the fober dignity and matronly graces of
hiftory *, whilft men carry the fame vitiated
tafte into life, and fly for amufement to the
wanton, from the unfophifticated charms

# T am not now alluding to that fuperiority of mind which
leads to the creation of ideal beauty, when life, furveyed
with a penetrating eye, appears a tragi-comedy, in which
litdle can be feen to fatisfy the heart without the help of
fancy.

of
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of virtue, and the grave refpetability of
fenfe.

Befides, the reading of novels makes weo-
men, and particularly ladies of fathion, very
fond of ufing ftrong expreffions and fuperlatives
in converfation ; and, though the diffipated ar-
tificial life which they lead prevents their che-
rifhing any ftrong legitimate paffion, the lan-
guage of paffion in affected tones flips for ever
from their glib tongues, and every trifle pro-
duces thofe phofphoric burfts which only mi-
mick in the dark the flame of paffion.

SECT. Al

IsxoraNCE and the miftaken cunning that
nature fharpens in weak heads as a principle
of felf-prefervation, render women very fond
of drefs, and produce all the vanity which
fuch a fondnefs may naturally be expedted to
generate, to the exclufion of emulation and
magnanimity.

Lagree with Rouffeau that the phyfical part
of the art of pleafing confifts in ornaments,
and for that very reafon I fhould guard girls
againft the contagious fondnefs for drefs fo
common
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common to, weak women, that they may
not reft in the phyfical part. Yet; weak are
the women who imagine that they can long
pleafe without the aid of the mind, or, in
other words, without the moral art of pleaf-
ing. But the moral art, if it be not a pro-
fanation to ufe the word art, when alluding
to the grace which is an effe& of virtue,
and not the motive of a&ien, is never to
be found with ignorance ; the {portivenefs of
innocence, fo pleafing to refined libertines of
both fexes, is widely different in its eflence
from this fuperiour gracefulnefs.

A ftrong inclination for external ornaments
ever appears in barbarous ftates, only the

men not the women adorn themfelvi for

where women are allowed to De fo far on a
Jevel with men, fociety has advanced, at
leaft, one fiep in civilization.

The attention to drefs, therefore, whicly

has been thought a fexual propenfity, I think

natural to mankind. But T ought to exprefs
myfelf with more precifion. When the mind
is not fufficiently opened to take pleafure in
refle@ion, the body will be adorned with

fedulous care; and ambition will appear in
tattooing or painting it.
Ff Se
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So far is this firft inclination carried, that
even the hellith yoke of flavery cannot ftifle
the favage defire of admiration which the black
heroes inherit from both their parents, for alk

the hardly earned favings of a flave

c com~
monly expended in alittle tawdry finery. And
T have feldom known a good male or female
fervant that was not particularly fond of drefs.
Their clothes were their riches ; and, I argue
from analogy, that the fondnefs for drefs, fo
extravagant in females, arifes from the fame
caufe—want of cultivation of mind. When

men meet they converfe about bufine(s, poli-

tics, or literature ; but, fays Swift, ¢ how na=
¢ turally do women apply their hands to each
¢ others lappets and ruffles.”  And very natu=
ral is it—for they have not any bufinefs to
intereft them, have not a tafte for literature,
and they find politics dry, becaufe they have
acquired a love for mankind by turning

not
their thoughts to the grand purfuits that exalt
the human race, and promote general hap-
pitiefs.

Befides, various are the paths to power and
fame which by accident or choice men pur-
fue, andthough they joftle againft each other,
for men of the fame profeflion are feldom
friends,
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friends, yet there is a much greater num-
ber of their fellow-creatures with whom they
never clath. But women are very differently
fituated with refpet to each: other—for they
are all rivals.

Before marriage it
men; and after, with a few exceptions, they
follow the fame fcent with all the perfevering
pertinacity of inftin&. Even virtuous wo-

s their bufinefs to pleafe

men never forget their fex in company, for
they are for ever trying to make themfelves
agreeable. A female beauty, and a male wit,
appear to be equally anxious to draw the atten-
tion of the company to themfelves; and the
animofity of contemporary wit al.
Is it then furprifing that when the fole am-
bition of woman centre:

is prover

in beauty, and in-

tereft gives vanity additional fo perpe-
tual rivalthips fhould enfue? They dre all
running the fame race, and would rife above
the virtue of mortals, if they did not view
each other with a fufpicious and even envi-
ous eye.

An immoderate fonduefs for drefs, for
fure, and for {fway, are the paffions of fav.
the paffions that occupy thofe uncivili
beings who have not yet extended the domi-

o 2 nion
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nion of the mind, or even learned to think
with the energy neceflary to concatenate that
abftraé trainof thought which produces princi-
ples. And that women from their education and

the prefent ftate of civilized life, are in the fame

condition, caunot, I think, be controverted.
To laugh at them then, or fatirize the follies
of a being who is never to be allowed to act
freely from the light of her own reafon, is
as abfurd as cruel; for, that they who are
taught blindly to obey authority, will endea-
vour cunningly to elude it, is moft natural and
certain.

Yet let it be proved that they ought to obey
man implicitly, and I fhall immediately agree
that it is woman’s duty to cultivate a fondnefs
for drefs, in order to pleafe, and a propenfity
to cunning for her own prefervation.

The virtues, however, which are fupported
ering—the

by ignorance, muft ever be wa

houfe built on fand could not endure a ftorm.

7 to draw the inference.

is almo(t unnece
to be made virtuous by au-

it
are

—If wor

thority, which is a iétion in terms,
let them be immured in feraglios and watched
with a jealous eye.—Fear not that the iron
will enter into their fouls—for the fouls that

can.
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ean bear fuch treatment are made of yielding
materials, juft animated enough to give life
to the body.

¢ Matter too foft a lafting mark to bear,
< And beft diftinguifhd by black, brown, or fair.”

The moft cruel wounds will of courfe foon
heal, and they may ftill people the world, and
drefs to pleafe man—all the purpofes which
certain celebrated writers have allowed that
they were created to fulfil.

SECT. IV.

WoMEN are fuppofed to poflefs more fen-
fibility, and even humanity, than men, and
their ftrong attachments and inftantancous
emotions of compaffion are given as proofs ;
but the clinging affe@ion of ignorance has
feldom any thing noble in it, and may moftly
be refolved into felfithnefs, as well as the
affe@ion of children and brutes. Ihave known
many weak women whofe fenfibility was en-
tirely engrofied by their hufbands; and as for
their humanity, it was very faint indeed,
or rather it was only a tranfient emotion
of compaffion. Humanity does not con-
¢ fift in a {queamifh ear,’ fays an eminent

B fg orator,
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orator, ¢ It belongs to the mind as well as
¢ the nerves.”

But this kind of exclufive affection, though
it degrades - the individual, fhould not be
brought forward as a proof of the inferiority
ufe it is the natural confe-

of the fex, b
quence of confined views: for even women
of fuperior fenfe, having their attention turned
to little employments, and private plans,
rarely rife to heroifm, unlefs when fpurred.
on by love ; and love, as an heroic pafiion, like
genius, appears but once in an age, I there-
fore ree with -the. moralift who afferts,

¢ that women have feldom fo much genero-

¢ fity as men;” and that their narrow affec-

, to wh

juttice and hum

ity are often

rificed, render the fex apparently inferior,
cipecially, as they are commonly infpired by
men; but I contend that the heart would
cxpand as the underftanding gained flrength,
if women were not deprefled from their

cradles.

I know that a little fibility, and great

weaknefs, will produ

a ftrong fexual at-
tachment, and that reafon muft cement friend-
fhip; confequently, I allow that more friend-
thip is to be found in the male than the fe-

4 male
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male world, and that men have a higher
fenfe of juftice. The exclufive affections of
women feem indeed to refemble Cato’s moft
unjuft love for his country. He wifhed to
crufh Carthage, not to fave Rome, but to
promote its vain-glory ; and, in general, it
is to fimilar principles that humanity is facri-
ficed, for genuine duties fupport each other.
Befides, how can women be juft or gene-
rous, when they are the flaves of injuftice }

SEHT. Ve

As the rearing of children, that is, the
laying a foundation of found health both of
body and mind in the rifing generation, has
juftly been infifted on as the peculiar deftina-
tion of woman, the ignorance that incapaci-
tates them muft be contrary to the order of
things. And I contend that their minds can
take in much more, and ought to do fo, or

they will never become fenfible mothers.
Many men attend to the breeding of horfes,
and overlook the management of the ftable,
who would, ftrange want of fenfe and feel-
ing! think themfelves degraded by paying

Ffy any
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any attention to the nurfery ; yet, how many
children are abfolutely murdered by the ig-
norance of women! But when they efcape,
and are neither deftroyed by unnatural negli-
gence nor blind fondnefs, how few are ma-
naged properly with refpe@ to the infant
mind ! So that to break the {pirit, allowed to
become vicious at home, a child is fent to
fchool; and the methods taken there, which
muft be taken to keep a number of children
in order, fcatter the feeds of almoft every
vice in the foil thus forcibly torn up.

I have fometimes compared the ftruggles
of thefe poor children who ought never to
have felt reftraint, nor would, lmd they been
always held in with an even hand, to the
defpairing plunges of a fpirited filly, which I
have feen breaking on a ftrand : its feet fink-
ing decper and deeper in the fand every time
it endeavoured to throw its rider, till at laft
it {ullenly {ubmitted.

I have always found horfes, an animal T am
attached to, very tractable when treated with
humaniry and fteadinefs, fo that I doubt whe-
ther the violent methods taken to break them,
do not cflentially injure them ; Iam, how-
gver, certain that a child fhould never be

; : ; thus
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thus forcibly tamed after it has injudicioufly
been allowed to run wild; for every violation
of juftice and reafon, in the treatment of chil-
dren, weakens their reafon. And, fo early
do they catch a chara&er, that the bafe of
the moral charater, experience leads me to
infer, is fixed before their feventh year, the
period during which women are allowed the
{ole management of children. Afterwards it
too often happens that half the bufinefs of
education is to corre, and very imperfe@tly
is it done, if done haftily, the faults, which
they would never have acquired if their

mothers had had more underftanding.

One firiking inftance of the folly of wo-
men muft not be omitted.—The manner in
which they treat fervants in the prefence of
children, permitting them to fuppofe that
they ought to wait on them, and bear their
humours. A child fhould always be made to
receive affiftance from a man or woman as a
favour ; and, as the firft leflon of independ-
ence, they fhould prattically be taught, by
the example of their mother, not to require
that perfonal attendance, which it is an in-
fult to humanity to require, when in health;
and inftead of being led to affume airs of con=

6 fequence,




442 VINDICATION OF THE

fequence, a fenfe of their own weaknefs
fhould firft make them feel the natural equa-
lity of man. Yet, how frequently have I
indignantly heard fervants imperioufly called
to put children to bed, and fent away again
and again, becaufe mafter or mifs hung about
mamma, to ftay a little longer. Thus made
flavithly to attend the little idol, all thofe
moft difgufting humours were exhibited which
charaerize a {poiled child.

In fhort, fpeaking of the majority of mo-
thers, they leave their children entirely to
the care of fervants; or, becaufe they are
their children treat them as if they were
little demi-gods, though I have always ob-
{ferved, that the women who thus idolize their
children, feldom fhew common humanity to
fervants, or feel the leaft tendernefs for any
children but their own.

It is, however, thefe exclufive affetions,
and an individual manner of feeing things,
produced by ignorance, which keep women
for ever at a ftand, with refpe& to improve-
ment, and make many of them dedicate
their lives to their children only to weaken
their bodics and {poil their tempers, fruftrat-
ing alfo any plan of education that a more

rational
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rational father may adopt; for unlefs a mo-
ther concurs, the father who reftrains will
ever be confidered as a tyrant.

But, fulfilling the duties of a mother, a
woman with a found conflitution, may flill
keep her perfon fcrupuloufly neat, and affift
to maintain her family, if neceflary, or by
reading and converfations with both fexes, in-
difcriminately, improve her mind. For nature
has o wifely ordered things, that did women
fuckle their children, they would preferve their
own health, and there would be fuch an inter-
val between the birth of each child, that we
thould feldom fee a houfeful of babes. And
did they purfuc a plan of condu&, and not
wafte their time in following the fathionable
vagaries of drefs, the management of their
houfehold and children need not fthut them out
from literature, nor prevent their attaching
themfelves to a {cience, with that fteady eye
which firength
one of the fine arts that cultivate the tafte.

But, vifiting to difplay finery, card-playing,

the mind, or pradifing

and balls, not to mention the idle buftle of
morning trifling, draw women from their
duty to render them infignificant, to render
them pleafing, according to the prefent accep-

tation
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tation of the word, to every man, but their
hufband.” For a round of pleafures in which
the affe@ions are not exercifed, cannot be faid
to improve the underftanding, though it be
erroneoufly called feeing the world 5 yet the
heart is rendered cold and averfe to duty, by
{uch a fenfelefs intercourfe, which becomes
neceflary from habit even when it has ceafed
to amufe,

But, till ‘more equality be eftablithed in
fociety, till ranks are confounded and women
freed, we fhall not fee that dignified domeftic
happinefs, the fimple grandeur of which can-
not be relithed by ignorant or vitiated minds ;
nor will the important tafk of education ever
be properly begun till the ferfon of a woman
is no longer preferred to her mind. For it
would be as wife to expe& corn from tares,
or figs from thiftles, as that a foolith igno-
yant woman fhould be a good mother,

SECT. VI,

It is not neceflary to inform the fagacious rea-
der, now Ienter on my concluding reflections,
that the difcuffion of this fubject merely con-
fifls in opening a few fimple principles, and

clc:\ring
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elearing away the rubbith which obfcured
them. But, as all readers are not fagacious,
T muft be allowed to add fome explanatory.
remarks to bring the fubje& home to reafon—
to that fluggith reafon, which fupinely takes
opinions on truft, and obftinately fuppokts
them to fpare itfelf the labour of thinking.

Moralifts have unanimoufly agreed, that
unlefs virtue be nurfed by liberty, it will
never attain due ftrength—and what they fay
of man I extend to mankind, infifting that
in all cafes morals muft be fixed on immuta-
ble principles ; and, that the being cannot be
termed rational or virtuous, who obeys any
authority, .but that of reafon.

To render women truly ufeful members of
fociety, 1 arguc that they fhould be led, by
having their underftandings cultivated on a

roe {cale, to acquire a rational affection for

their country, founded on knowledge, be-
caufe it is obvious that we are little interefted
about what we do not underftand. And to
render this general knowledge of due im-
portance, I have endeavoured to fhew that
private duties are never properly fulfilled un-
lefs the underftanding enlarges the heart ; and
that public virtue is only an aggregate of
private. But, the diftintions eftablithed in

fociety
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fociety undermines both, by beating out the
folid gold of virtue, till it becomes only the
tinfcl-covcring of vices for whillt wealth
senders a man more refpectable than virtue,
wealth will be fought before virtue; and,
whilt women’s perfons are carefled, when a
childith fimper thews an abfence of minde
the mind will lic fallow. Yet, truc volup-
tuoufnefs muft proceed from the mind—for
what can equal the fenfations produced by
mutual affection, fupported by mutual re-
fpe€t 2 What are the cold, or feverifh carefles
of appetite, but fin embracine

death, com-
pared with the modeft overflow ings of a pure
heart and cxalted imagination ? Yes, let me
tell the libertine of fancy when he defpifes
underftanding in woman—that the mind,
which he difregards, gives life to the enthu=
fiaftic affe@tion from which rapture, fhort-
lived as it is, alone can flow ! And, that,
without virtue, a fexual attachment muft ex-
pire, like a tallow candle in the {focket, create
ing intolerable difguft. To prove this, I
need only obferve, that men who have wafted
great part of their lives with women, and
with whom they have fought for pleafure
with eager thirft, entertain the meaneft opi-
nion of the fex.—Virtue, true refiner of joy !

—if!

|
{
|




RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 447

—if foolith men were to fright thee from
earth, in order to give loofe to all their appe-
tites without a check—fome fenfual wight
of tafte would fcale the heavens to invite thee
back, to give a zeft to pleafure !

That women at prefent are by ignorance
rendered foolith or vicious, is, I think, not
to be difputed ; and, "that the moft falutary
effets tending to improve mankind might be
expected from a REVOLUTION in female man-
ners, appears, at leaft, with a face of proba-
bility, to rife out of the obfervation. For
as marriage has been termed the parent of
thofe endearing charities which draw man
from the brutal herd, the corrupting inter=
courfe that wealth, idlenefs, and folly, pro-
duce between the fexes, is more univerfally
injurious to morality than all the other vices
of mankind colle&ively confidered. To adul-
terous luft the moft facred duties are facri-
ficed, becaufe before marriage, men, by a
promifcuous intimacy with women, learned
to confider love as a felfith gratification—
learned to feparate it not only from eftcem,
but from the affection merely built on habit,
which mixes a little humanity with it.  Jufe
tice and friendfhip are alfo fet at defiance,
and that purity of tafle is v ed which

would
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would naturally lead a man to relith an artlefs
difplay of affection rather than affeded airs.
But that noble fimplicity of affection, whick
dares to appear unadorned, has few attrag=
tions for the libertine, though it be the
charm, which by cementing tire matrimonial
tie, fecures to the pledges of a warmer waf=
fion the neceffary parental attention; for chil-
dren will never be properly educated till
friendfhip fubfifts between parents. Virtue
flies from a houfe divided againft itfelf—and a
whole legion of devils take up their refidence
there.

The affection of hufbands and wives can=
not be purc.when they have fo few fenti-
ments in common, and when {o little confi<
dence is eftablithed at home, as muft be the
cafe when their purfuits are fo different. That
intimacy from which tendernefs fhould flow,
will not, cannot fubfift between the vicious.

Contending, therefore, that the fexual dif-
tinction which men have fo warmly infifted
upon, is arbitrary, 1 have dwelt on an ob-
{ervation, that feveral fenfible men, with:whonr
1 have converfed on the fubject, allowed to be
well founded ; and it is fimply this, that the
little' chaftity to be found amongft men, and
confequent difregard of modefty, tend to de-

grade
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grade both fexes; and further, that the mo-
defty of women, chara&erized as fuch, will
often be only the artful veil of wantonnefs
inftead of being the natural reflection of pu-
rity, till modefty be univerfally refpected.

From the tyranny of man, I firmly believe,
the greater number of female follies proceed ;
and the cunning, which I allow makes at
prefent a part of their character, I likewife
have repeatedly endeavoured to prove, is pro-
duced by oppreffion,

Were not diffenters, for inftance, a clafs
of people, with ftri¢t truth chara&erized as
cunning? And may I not lay fome ftrefs on
this fa& to prove, that when any power but
reafon curbs the free fpirit of man, diffimu-
lation is practifed, and the various fhifts of
art are naturally called forth ? Great attention
to decorum, which was carried to a degree of
{crupulofity, and all that puerile buftle about
trifles and confequential {olemnity, which
Butler’s caricature of a diffenter, brings before
the imagination, thaped their perfons as well as
their minds in the mould of prim littlenefs.
I fpeak colle&tively, for I know how many
ornaments to human nature have been ens
rolled amongft feQaries; yet, I affert, that
the fame narrow prejudice for their fect, which

Gg ‘women
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women have for their families, prevailed i the
diffenting part of the community, however
worthy in other refpe@s; and alfo that
the fame timid prudence, ‘or heudftro g
efforts, often difgraced the exertions
both.  Oppreflion th y of
features of their char

with that of the opprefl

formed ix

perfe@ly to coincids
d half of mankind ;
for is it not notorious that diffenters were, like
women, fond of deliberating together, and

atking advice of each other, till by a com-=
plication of little contrivances, fome littic
ead was- brought about ? A fimilar
to preferve their reputation w

attention

confpicuous

in the diffenting and _female world, and was

produced by a fimilar caufe.

Afferting the rights which women in com-
mon with men ought to contend for, I have
not attempted to extenuate their faults ; but
to prove them to be the natural Confequcucc of
their education and ftation in fociety. If fo,
itis reafonable to fuppofe that they will change
their chara@er, and corre@ their vices and
follies, when they are allowed to be free in
a phyfi

, moral, and civil fenfe *

* Thad further enlarged on the adva
reafonably be expected co refult from an

ent in

femaie
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Let woman fhare the rights and fhe will
emulate the virtues of man; for the muft
grow more perfet when emancipated, or
Jjuftify the authority that chains fuch a weak
1 being to her duty.—If the latter, it will be
expedient to open a frefh trade with Ruffia
for whips 5 a prefent which a father fhould
always make to his fon-in-law on his
wedding day, that a hufband may keep his
whole family in order by the f:
and without any violation of juftice reign,
wielding this fceptre, {ole mafter of his houfe,

e means;

becaufe he is the enly being in it who has
reafon :—the divine, indefeafible earthly fo-
vereignty breathed into ‘man by the Maf-
ter of the univer

Allowing this po-
fition, women have not any inherent rights
to clim, and by the fame rule, their
duties vanifh, for rights and dutics are in-

Be juft then, O ye men of underftanding !

and mark not more feverely what wo-
{ men do amifs, than the vicious tricks of

more properly clofe the la& volume.

the
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the horfe or the afs for whom ye provide
provender—and allow her the privileges of
ignorance, to whom ye deny the rights of
reafon, or ye will be worfe than Egyptian
tafk-mafters, expeting virtue where nature
has not given underftanding !

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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