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The Mldwwes juft Petition, or a complaiat
+wof divers Gentlewomen of that faculey, &e.

Humbly Shewing, 7 ' ;
ISTOEN Har whereas many miferies do artend upona Civill
§49) War, thereis none greater than the breaking of that
) (8&Y conjunétion which marrimony hath once confirmed,
&’ZER (o that womens husbands being abfent at the Wars,
they cannot enjoy that neceflary comfort and benevolence which
they expeft from them : chis,if well confidered, is a fhrewd mat-
ter and doth give beginning toa narurall depopulation of towns
and Cities, when the caufes of populeus fertillity are any wayes
hindered, whereby all places, efpecially this famous Ciry, mu't
needes become very thin of people, and grear want of men fie
for employment both for Church and State , and all corporati-
onsmuft neceffarily from thenceenfue , for men grow nocupon
a fuddain, there muft beafeed time before harveft, bearing of
children before their birth, as we very well know, whein that
kind have been great affiftants uato women, and conftanc delive-
rers of much good to the Common-wealth.

And whereas we are called Mid wivesby our profeffion, wee
knowing the cafes of women better than any other , as being
more experienced in what they fenfibly fuffer fince the wars be-
gan, living the religious lives of fome cloyfterd Nuns contrary
to their own naturall affeCtions, ifthey could by any meanshelp
it without wronging their husbands: Our Pe:ition fhall therfore
confift of many branches, whereby theinjuries of women in this
prefent age may be clearely difcerned, for it 19 agreat wrong that

A 2 women




- wortien (honld want their husbands and live witkouat comfort,
whereby we Midwives areal{o undone’; for as women ‘are hel.
pers unto men, {0 are we unto womenin all their cxtreamities,
for which we were tormerly well paid , and highly refpected in
our parifhes for our great skilland muid-nigbt induftry, buc now
our Art doth fail us, and little gettings have wein thisage bar-
ren of all nacurall joyes, and cnely fruitfultin bloudy calamities,
we defire therefore that for the better propagating of our owne
benefit, and the generall good of all women, Wives may no lon-
ger fpare their husbands to be dévoured by the {word, butmay
keep them falt locked within' their own loving armes day and
night, perfecting their embracesinfach a manneras isnot tobe
exprefled freely , but may be eafily conceived by the (trong fancy
of any nnderftanding women ; We Mid-wives muft beas fecree
as mght and clofe inall conceites , -but wee knowmoftafluredly

‘that this would bring about much content , “while our felves
fhould feaft high at Chriftnings, and nurfes alfo {hould more fre-
guently be paid for their monthly keeping of women : we have
with muchhorror and aftenifhmenitieard of Kenton-Battayle,
wherein many worthy membersand menof grear ability were
loft to the number of 7563. who were buried thercabeuts by
the Church-wardens , Clerkes, and Sextons of the adjacent
Parifhes , as they have lately delivered upon their feverall oaths,
which doth make us humble Petitioners, that blood may
ot hereafter be fhed in fucha manner, for many men, hopefull
to have begot arace of fonldiers, were there kilted on a fudden

before they had performed any thing to rhe benefit of Mid-
wives . which was a great loffeand hinderance tothe Common-
wealthswhereby fome maydes were deprived of promifed marri-
age, and wives by the hand of death were quickly Widdowed,

and with them the hope of pofterity was alfo extinguifhed, itis
therefore hereafter tobe defired that Warre may not €ate upan d
deveure the youth of this Kingdome , but that men may per=

forme the bleffing given to Adam byencreafing and multiplying,
thereby




thereby to repayre the great havock and loffe which this
unnargrall War doth makein England, = Heretofore the
happineffe of the Englith women was compared unto hea-
ven, but now theyhave juft caufe to trembleat there-
pertof every gunne , which can fend a fpeedy death to

their inftruments of coanjunttion and delight ; withour
- whom they are but halfe themfelves ; and being indeed

nothing in themfelves from them they receive perfetion,
weight,and number, and grow asrichin children asthey
arc in beauty , while wee Mid-wives thall fare and feede
che better tor their frequent chriftnings and goffipings.
We rake notice what divellith new Engines for Warre
are daily invented by the Cyclops and fuchlike Artifts,to

. deftroy one another ; namely the Poleax, Petronels, Car-

bines, Firelocks, Snap-hances, Piftols , nay cafes of Pi-
ftols,Granadoees,and their hand Granadoes,and the Mor-
ter peices,and your terrible two-edged fwords,able to af-
fright poor women to fee fuch naked weapons ; then the
Cavalliers ,  and your Dragoneers, and your Ingineers,
which are thofe perfonswhich exercifed thofe weapons:
fuch inftruments were never ufed , or {Carce feene in Eng-
land , and all out of jealoufies , doubrs and feares 5 be-
canfe you men willnot confide in one ancther: All thefe
weapons are but to deftroy brave man which fhould be
preferved and kept for better ufesand purpofes : It were
farre better for thofe men that they followed their owne
trade, and the old game of England at home with their
wives; then for them to runneabroad to be a common
fouldier,and {tand Sentinel two or three hoursin the cold
for alittle Suffolk cheefe and a peice of browne bread,and
atlength kill one enother for cight penceaday, withthe
night to boot too : and it may belofea limbe or fome o-
ther gaod joynt : when indced and in very goed footh
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they need not ftand at here fo long by nineteene parte)
and have more thanks(if not a reward) for theirpaines. &
[t were nothing (o irkefome to us poor Midwives that
our trade is now decayed’, ifche fword'in the feabbard
were ufed and employed- again(t a Forreigne Enemyy
it would not then behalfe {ogrievcus, fortheold pro=
verbe faith;what the eye fees not;the hearr greives not ary -
Bit we poor Midwives both fee , ‘and our hearts knowic -8
and now our tonguesconfeffeit ; that it is'a lamentable e
cafe when the fonne (hall goe out againft the facher g fa- 1
‘ther againft the {fonne ; brother againft brother, and kinf=
rman againftkinfman , this wee {peake is'grievous to bee « 1
thoughtons and we condole even to the lower-moft an- 1
gle of our triangular hearts. i i | ?
Wee defire therefore that 2 period may be fet'tothefe
unhappy differences, and thic the-generall and nacurall
Standard may no longer- lye couchant 3 but thar women
may be fruicfull vines, that there may be noarmes, buc
fuch as will lovingly embrace women , and becaufe wee
know that fome upon different occafions defire to abfent
themfelves from their beft beloved; baving firftplunderd
their chelts and took away that they have , we defire that
fuch men may be compelled forthwith ‘to returnte their
wives , or beare on'their heads the fortune’ which-they
have moft worthily deferved, being guilty of that punifhe
‘ment by their{ong abfence. L9 13697181 |
And whereasall are not Penelopes that can ‘withtand %
the fiege of a ftrong tempration,’ but muft yecldupthe ¢+
Fort to the flattering enemie of their long preferved cha:
ftity, it is beteer vo keepe' then to make that frailefex
honeft : letnot therefore the drumme'wound the ayreno
more with falfe firoakes, nor the piké bec bathed in the
bloud of guiltlefle men, let not the fword ravifh from our
| ~ bofomes
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balomes the delight of our lives:this word husband fpea=”
Kking benefit and comfort both to Wiyes and Mid-wives;s
- fce our feliciry cannot fubfit withont the others ferdle’

ity and fruitefullneffe , and therefore- ler us Mid-wives -

wheom it moft nearely coneernes, defire that fome order - .

may be taken; that the old fong of Englandmay not be ,

. agaive revived , flow men of London:And that the delicate =
fex of womenmay notlye in theirbedds like cold mar-

ble images cur out by fome Artificers hand, bur being.

full of warme fpicitand life, they may obliege the world |
‘to them by repairing thelefles of this War, and have huss
bands as formerly at their comnand 10 maintaine them
bravely , and bring them yearely under the delivering
power of the Mid-wife, which cannot be done unlefle

the Wars ceafe,and menreturne againe unto their wives.

~ Moreover we have joft caufe to feare thofe dreadfull
prophefies which point fo directly at thisage, foretelling ik
that therefhould be agreat tarcity of men, “and fich a- Shiacas
bundance of women farre exceeding the other,bothin projhere.
ftrength and number, & that aWundred thould ran after

, one, being afearefull prodigy innature,anda dearth to

i “bemore feared ; then thatof Corne or any other com-

| modity : Coals are not {o neceffiry as husbands warme

in bed, and comfortable at board , and therefore in this

fad age it isfir to take aview of the calamities of women

1mother nations, forif men be fCarce, all other plenty is

nothing to women , they confumate our happinefle, and
makeus richer then all the preciousftones of the Indyes,

' therefore moft deplorable will the continuall lofle of more
Souldiers be; fince they might liveto comfortus , and
declare their undainted valourin the foft and delightfull
field of love: And whereas moft certaine intelligence

~ broughtuntous , thar many notoricus Papilts , doe rc-

fore to the Queenes Srandard, lately by hererected at

New.
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N ew-ca&!e.we defire hkewnfe that our Standard may ence“ L
againbe (ewpei‘h cur City and Suburbs; for we mid-wives
know that Women. ase nm}(ocwolgi«@; ‘out of foule , but

izl "‘jely &a@tandard ,2and

ey get it in their ,

fm‘ their o wile priviledges, and if they prove the weaket
veﬂ"elﬁ, ye@"w e Mid-wives defire tharthe diftrefles of wie
dowed gvo ien‘bee looked upon with a charitable con.
(B86f doubtingbutby all good willerstotheirfex, =
eheir Petitien fhall be regarded as che publique voyce of o 0
their leng ‘conceal'd affe&tions , (hewing alfohowgreasly =
necesfitated they have binin their husbands ablenc whoﬁ: S
happy returne (hall Gaciffie thexrlongmg, and givesusthe .
Midwives of London great cauﬁ: to re;oycc. And we {haﬁ i
humbly pray,&e, ; | g
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