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MR. ASQUITH ADMITS WOMEN'S CLAIM.
The moment you begin a general enfranchisement on lines of State service you are brought face to 

face with another most formidable proposition. What are you to do with the women ? (Cheers and 
laughter.) I do not think I shall be suspected—my record in the matter is clear—of having any special 
desire or predisposition to bring women within the pale of the franchise, but I have received a great many repre­
sentations from those who are authorised to speak for them, and I am bound to say that they presented to me 
not only a reasonable, but I think, from their point of view, an unanswerable case. They say they are 
perfectly content if we do not change the qualification of the franchise to abide by the existing state of things, 
but that if you are going to bring in, a new class of electors, on whatever ground of State service, they must 
point out—

AND NONE OF US CAN POSSIBLY DENY THEIR CLAIM
—that during this war the women of this country have rendered as effective service in the prosecution 
of the war as any other class of the community. (Cheers.) It is true they cannot fight in the gross 
material sense of going out with rifles and so forth, but in armament factories they are doing the work which the 
men who are fighting had to perform before; they have taken the places of those men, they are the 
servants of the State, and they are aiding in the most effective way in the prosecution of the war. (Cheers.) 
What is more, and this is a point which makes a special appeal to me, they say when the war comes to an end 
and when these abnormal and, of course, to a large extent transient conditions have to be revised, and when the 
process of industrial reconstruction has to be set on foot, have not the women a special claim to be heard 
on the many questions which will arise directly affecting their interests, and possibly meaning for them large 
displacements of labour ? I say to the House quite candidly, as a lifelong opponent of Woman Suffrage

I CANNOT DENY THAT CLAIM.

From the Prime Minister’s Speech in the House of Commons, August 14, 1916.
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Women’s Freedom League.
Offices: 144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.

Telegrams—" DESPARD, MUSEUM 1429, London.”
Telephone—MUSEUM 1429.

Colours—GREEN, White and Gold.
President—MRS. C. DESPARD. Hon. Treasurer—DR. E. KNIGHT. 

Hon. Organising Secretary—Miss EUNICE MURRAY.
Hon. Head of "Vote” Sales Department—Miss ALIX M. CLARK.
Hon. Head of Literature Department—Miss MARGARET HODGE.
Head of Political and Militant Department—Miss C. NINA BOYLE.

Secretary—Miss F. A. UNDERWOOD.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: W.F.L
LONDON AND SUBURBS.

DARE TO BE 
FREE.

Thursday, August 31.—144, HIGH HOL- 
born, Social Committee, 2.30 p.m. LON- 
DON BRANCHES Council Meeting, 6 p.m.

Friday, September 22.—CAXTON Hall. 
Mrs. Despard’s Return Party, from 7 to 
9.30 p.m. Invitation cards from W.F.L. 
Office. Speakers: Mrs. Despard, Miss 
Eunice G. Murray and Miss Evelyn 
Sharp.

Sunday, October 1.—HASLUCK'S ACA- 
DEMY, • 3, Bedford-street, Strand, Miss 
Clara Reed, Recital " Becket,” 4 p.m.

Wednesday, October 4.—CAXTON HALL. 
Speakers: Mr. Laurence Housman and

Mrs. Despard. Chair: Mrs. E. M. Moore. 3.30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 11.—CAXTON HALL. Speaker: Mrs.

Aldridge. Chair: Miss A. A. Smith. 3.30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 18.—CAXTON HALL. Speaker: Mr. H. G.

Chancellor, M.P., on "The Soldiers' Rights." 3.30 
Chair: Mrs. Corner.

Friday, October 20.—CAXTON HALL, Political Meeting.
Wednesday, October 25.—CAXTON HALL. Speaker:

Nevinson, on " The Future of Women.” 3.30 p.m.

PROVINCIAL.
ABERYSTWYTH Campaign.—Meetings on the North

p.m.

Mrs.

and
South Beach each day at 11.30 a.m. and 8 p.m. Speakers: 
Miss Anna Munro and Miss Alix M. Clark.

Women’s FREEDOM LEAGUE SETTLEMENT, 1, Everett-street, 
Nine Elms, S.W. Closed until August 28. Children’s Guest 
House and Milk Depot for Nursing Mothers.

The DESPARD Arms, 123, Hampstead Road, N.W. (five 
minutes’ walk from Maple’s). Open to all for refreshments 
(dinners and suppers from 6d.) and recreation. Weekdays, 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sundays, 4 to 10 p.m.

THE PROMISED GOAL
The " softening"' process which the Prime 

Minister is supposed to have undergone in regard to 
votes for women has moved him to utter some re­
markable phrases in setting forth his registration 
proposals. It is a matter of common knowledge 
that it was his stubborn personal resistance to this 
form of progress which has caused women to remain 
unenfranchised. In this he followed in the steps of 
his great patron Gladstone, and it will always be a 
blot on the memory of these two statesmen, whose 
claim to greatness lies in their expressed belief in 
“ democracy.”

We do not desire that suffragists should be too 
much uplifted by the pronouncements of the Prime 
Minister. There is still good ground for doubt, 
much need for united effort. But with the 
acquiescence, amid “cheers,” of the House of 
Commons in the principle laid down that the fight­
ing forces cannot be included in a wider franchise 
without injustice to women, whose claim the Prime 
Minister no longer denies, there can be little doubt 
that the goal is in sight, although the struggle is 
not yet over.

The “softening” process is not confined alone 
to the Premier. It has also acted on the Press. 
There is no paper so prejudiced and so bitter as not 
to come round a little now, when it is so apparent 
•—so glaringly apparent—that the welfare, the
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safety, the triumph of the nation and the men of 
the nation rest in the last resort on the women. 
War—the “man’s job ”-—cannot be carried to 
success without women. Industry cannot keep 
from dislocation without women. Profits cannot 
be piled up without women. The reconstruction 
cannot be carried out without women.The case is 
complete, the object-lesson unassailable.

The Edinburgh Evening i Despatch has a 
querulous note, and so has The Morning Post. The 
former wants women, in ‘ ‘ their own interests and 
the welfare of the country," to " make a still further 
exercise of patience and self-control, even of self- 
sacrifice.” The Morning Post declines to believe 
that women ‘ ‘ would make their claims a bar to the 
enfranchisement of men who have been risking life 
and enduring privation and suffering for them.” 
It is strange that these appeals for self-sacrifice 
should never be addressed to men! Why are the 
fighting forces not asked to sacrifice their votes, 
temporarily, to save the country embarrassment? 
It is only women who are expected to strike this 
silly attitude. There is no man alive whose birth 
has not cost a woman risk to life and suffering and 
privation.; but when are men asked to sacrifice any­
thing to reward the women who brought them into 
the world? And what are we to think of The 
Morning Post’s sneer at Mr. Asquith “taking 
refuge behind the skirts of the suffragists ” as an 
excuse for not undertaking a task for which he had 
no mind? We seem to remember, not so long ago, 
that the Conservative party did not mind taking 
refuge behind the skirts of the suffragists when they 
saved the City of London franchise by wrecking the 
measure on which women had pinned their hopes. 
The plea that if an election takes place the voice of 
the nation " will be only partial in volume ” leaves 
us unmoved. That is what is at the bottom of our 
claim; it has never before seemed to The Morning 
Post to matter ! •

The proposals of the Government will require 
careful study to see that nowhere is a loophole left 
open for fresh and unregistered voters to find their 
way on to the roll under the new residential quali- 
fications. If no new door be opened, we will not 
say that we of the Freedom League will cease from 
our demand for enfranchisement, for that we never 
do. But we would make no formal protest beyond 
that which we already have made—i.e., the 
abnormal sensitiveness of Parliament to franchise 
injustices to men, and the corresponding callousness 
in the case of women. It is all summed up in Sir 
Edward Carson’s naive and enlightened explana­
tion : ‘ ‘ Because men are enfranchised and women 
are not.” We are glad for once to be able to agree 
with Sir Edward. We have always said this was 
the reason. He doubtless learnt his lesson from 
our teaching! C. NINA Boyle.

WHO NEXT ?
We acknowledge with grateful thanks the sum of 

£50 from----------- , making the fourth towards the
nine required to enable us to avail ourselves of the 
conditional generous offer of an anonymous friend.

To Help “ The Vote.”
Amount already acknowledged

Mrs. Walter Carey ... ...
Mrs. Baillie-Weaver (monthly dona-

tion) ... ... . ...
Mrs. Tritton (monthly donation) ...
Miss Eunice Murray..............
Mrs. Mockford ... ...

£
2 0

d. 
0

£ 
365

8.
5

d.
9
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SPECIAL!
THE VOTE.

To Treaders of " The T)ote."
“A few books well 

chosen are of more use 
than a great library.”
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There are many books which one does not require or wish to read more than once; 
these can be obtained from the Public Library. There are others, masterpieces of litera- 
ture, which one cannot read too often—these must be within easy reach. Of such is 
the " Essential Library.” These are really INDISPENSABLE books, no library is 
complete without a selection of them. The production of the volumes included in this 
Library is in perfect keeping with the high standard of their contents.

So convinced are we as to the suitability of these 
dainty volumes to the taste and requirements of our 
readers that we have entered into our present scheme.

To encourage our readers to take advantage of 
this unique offer, we are presenting to each subscriber 
to the “ Essential Library ” a FREE GIFT to be 
selected by them from the three mentioned in this 
notice. 14

The volumes need not be retained unless each pur- 
chaser is thoroughly satisfied. See Mrs. Despard's 
guarantee.

OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF

Each
Each
Each

THE " ESSENTIAL LIBRARY.”
volume is a Classic.
volume has a portrait of the author, 
page is printed in two colours—headlines in red.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US!

10
5
5
1

0 
0
0 
6

3 1 6

£368 7 3

A FRAMED 
PORTRAIT OF

MRS.

The type is good and clear.
The binding is strong and tasteful.
The size of the volumes (6} in. by 4} in.) is convenient for either pocket, 

handbag, or bookshelf.
Each volume has an introduction by an eminent man or woman of letters. 

Amongst them are the following:—Alice Meynell, Frederic Harrison, Henry 
Newbolt, Neil Munro, Owen Seaman, R. Brimley Johnson, Richard Whiteing, 
G. K. Chesterton, Clement K. Shorter, Sir F. C. Burnand, Edmund Gosse, A. T.
Quiller- Couch, Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell, Hilaire Belloc, H. 
Meredith, &c.

DESPARD,

A BOX
CONTAINING

25 RUSSIAN 
CIGARETTES

FREE!

G. Wells, George

or

ANY 1/6 BOOK

SELECTED BY THE 
SUBSCRIBER.

(This can be chosen from 
the Essential Library 

if desired.)

THE ESSENTIAL LIBRARY.
2. Arnold, Poems. 22. Holmes, Professor at the 34. Milton, Poems. 50.
6. E. B. Browning, Poems. Breakfast Table. 35. More, Utopia. 53.
8. Burns, Poems. 24. Hunt, Imagination and 36. Rossetti, Poems.

10. Calverley, Verses and Trans- Fancy. 38. Shelley, Poems. 54.
lations. 25. Ingelow, Poems. 39. Tennyson, Poems. 55.

II. Carleton, Stories. 26. Keats, Poems. 40. Tennyson, In Memoriam. 56.
13. Coleridge, Poems. 27. Kebie, The Christian Year. 41. Thackeray, Roundabout 57.
14. Cowper, Poems. 28. Keble, The Psalter in Eng- Papers. 58.
16. De Quincey, Essays. lish Verse. 42. Thackeray, The Four
17. Emerson, Essays. 29. Lamb, Essays of Elia. Georges. 60.
19. Herbert, Poems. 30. Lamb, Last Essays of Ella. 43. Thoreau, Walden. 61.
20. Herrick, Poems. 31. Landor, Imaginary Conver- 45. Whittier, Poems. 62.
21. Holmes, Autocrat of the sations. 46. Wordsworth, Poems. 63.

Breakfast Table. 32. Longfellow, Poems. 47. A Sixteenth Century An-
23. Hood, Poems. 33. Lowell. Poems. thology. 64.

WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO.
Select 12 vols. from the List above. Enter 

the numbers of them on the Order Form, with 
name and address, and mark the Free Gift which 
you would choose, and return us the order with 
is. only. We will send you volumes and Gift 
carriage paid.

— GUARANTEE.
I guarantee that the deposit will be 

promptly refunded to any reader who is 
not thoroughly satisfied.

If two libraries 

are purchased 

two gifts will 
be presented. 

Payments will 

be doubled.

SEE OUR SALE AND

M.

A Book of Parodies.
Marcus Aurelius’ Medita- 

tions.
William Blake, Poems.
Dryden, Poems.
A. E. Kinglake, “ Eothen.” 
Sir William Temple, Essays. 
Religio Medici, Sir Thomas 

Browne.
Flowers of St. Francis.
Sheridan, Plays.
The Imitation of Christ.
Confessions of St. Augus- 

tine.
Pope, Poems.

ORDER FORM. 18/8/16.
To the Secretary,

" The VOTE " LIBRARY DEPARTMENT, 
144, High Holborn, London, W.C.

Please send me volumes numbered...........................

of “ The Vote " Essential Library, and seIected Free Gift.
1. Framed Portrait of Mrs. Despard,

or 2. Box of 25 Russian Cigarettes, 
or 3. Any 1/6 book named by me.*
I enclose 1/- and agree to send to whom you may 

depute 1/6 per month for 10 months and a final payment 
of 2/- to complete the purchase.
(Larger monthly remittances may be sent if desired, or 

the full balance of 17/- on receipt of books.)

Name ................... ......................... ............. ......... . ..

Address................................................ .................. ..

*Title of Gift Book.......................................................

Author................. .............................. ...........

Foreign orders postage extra and send 5/-.

EXCHANGE, PAGE 1148.
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THE VOTE.
Propraetors:—THE MINERVA PUBLISHING Co., Ltd.

Offices: —144, High Holborn, W.C.
FRIDAY, August 18th, 1916.

NOTICE.—Letters should be addressed as follows: —
To the Editor—on all editorial matters.
To the Advertising Manager—on advertising.
To the Secretary—on all other business, including vote 

orders, printing, and merchandise, etc.
Telephone: MUSEUM 1429,
Telegrams: "DESPARD, Museum 1429, London."

EDITORIAL.
The Editor is responsible for unsigned articles only. 

Articles, paragraphs, or cuttings dealing with matters of 
interest to women generally will be welcomed. Every 
effort will be made to return unsuitable MBS. if a stamped 
addressed envelope be enclosed, but the Editor cannot be 
responsible in case of loss.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE.
At Home and Abroad ........ post free. 6/6 per annum,

‘ The Vote " may be obtained through all Newsagents 
and at the Bookstalls of Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son.

LINKING OR BREAKING?
Much has been said and written lately about the 

political effect of the entrance of women into the 
numerous forms of skilled labour which, until re- 
cently, have been closed to them. There is another 
aspect of this movement, not, we think, sufficiently 
considered, which, affecting as it does the ordinary, 
everyday life of practically the whole community, 
is far more important. We are told, almost ad 
nauseam, that women by their adaptability, their 
skill, and their intelligent and ready patriotism 
have proved themselves worthy of those citizen 
rights from which formerly they were excluded 
"‘ for their own sakes.”

We know what value is to be attached to such 
statements, especially when they are put forward by 
party politicians. When foolish people want to 
make children good they promise them plenty of 
jam. Sometimes the promises are kept; sometimes 
they are not.

That is the political side. There is also the other 
—the social and economic side—which is of para­
mount importance. There never was a time in our 
national history when clearer thinking and more 
enlightened patriotism were needed to deal with the 
complicated problems that are constantly arising 
within the nation.

For instance. As the war prolongs itself the 
thoughts of the multitude turn ever more longingly 
to peace; but what peace ? Hosts of men and women, 
some vaguely, others with knowledge and definite 
purpose, are forecasting that future. Certain em­
ployers, hampered in the past by Trade Union re­
strictions and Government regulations—such as 
Factory and Minimum Wage Acts—are openly de­
claring their intention to maintain and make per­
manent the comparative freedom which the patriotic 
surrender of Trade Unions and the relaxation of 
Government orders have given them.
pious—those who are striving 

They are
their uttermost to

make the best of both worlds for themselves are 
always pious—they will consider their workers; but 
it shall be their consideration, not that of Govern­
ment, or of any other combination. The factories 
are their property; they will manage them in their 
own way. The magnificently effective discipline of 
Army life shall be brought into industrial life. 
They will proclaim a complete autocracy.

The Trade Unions, on the other hand, fortified by 
repeated pledges from Government which cannot be 
disregarded, they feel, without danger when the day 
of reckoning comes, are determined to retain the 

power over their own labour gained through a cen­
tury of struggle, and, if possible, to increase it.

This is how the case stands; but both sides have 
failed clearly to recognise the fact that a new 
element has come in. Formerly when industrial 
battles were waged, women, with their children, 
suffered. Now, with their proved capacity for 
work of every description, they have become inde- 
pendent ; they will act. It is impossible to watch 
the uniformed women, quietly and steadily pursuing 
their work in our cities, without feeling that 
through this great change a new and hopeful force 
has entered into industrial life. If, because of 
their sex, skilled or unskilled men are to be allotted, 
a higher standard of pay than skilled or unskilled 
women, there will be imminent danger of dragging 
the standard down for all, and thus making it 
easier for an autocracy to establish itself. The 
same argument applies to hours and other condi­
tions of labour. Unless man and woman act to­
gether, the employer, by playing one against the 
other, will gain strength. It is an old story, too 
frequently, alas! forgotten. The greatest of 
empires have been built up on the simple axiom, 
“ Divide and govern.”

We think this is beginning to be understood. 
Looked at from this point of view a peculiar signi­
ficance underlies the demands made for women 
by men, some of which were quoted in our last 
issue. Again, the same demand is stated very 
clearly in an article by A. P. Nicholson in last 
Friday’s Daily News. The writer says: —

After we have called for women’s work on the road, in the 
field, in the workshop, men cannot turn to them and say : 
“ Now we ask you to help the nation again, this time by 
giving up your work, this time, perhaps, by suffering priva- 
tion, this time to help us to restore society, but we claim the 
entire management of the affair.” It is impossible.

Amongst those who claim citizen rights for women, 
some are members of the Government. On the 
other hand, that great Trade Union, of extraordinary 
importance now that the life of the nation hangs 
upon keeping the roadways of commerce open, the 
Dock, Wharf, and Riverside Labourers, have sent 
in to the Government their straight demand that 
women shall be included in the Registration Act. 
Surely such signs of national feeling will not be 
disregarded by those who are responsible for the 
nation’s guidance.

But meanwhile, and, we may say, in order to 
this, we must not forget the economic situation.

There has been some controversy lately about 
whether or no women are to take part in the Church 
of England National Mission as “Messengers.” 
Women have their own spheres of action. Many 
pulpits and many platforms, some of these under 
the clear heaven and upon the green earth, are open 
to them. Should bishops and their clergy refuse 
to give women standing-room in pulpits and lecterns 
it will not affect them much. But if, as now seems 
likely, associations including employers and em­
ployed are to be convened to debate upon and to 
decide how the future of industry is to be regulated, 
we must demand with insistence that women as well 
as men shall be represented.

We seem to be nearing an era of “ linking-up."' 
Is it too much to ask that there shall be amongst 
those representatives women with knowledge and 
experience in the most momentous and far-reaching 
of all arts—that which concerns itself with the care, 
the training, the protection, the education, and the 
entry into industry of the children of our nation ?

It is in view of all these efforts at reconstruction 
we maintain that nothing more important has ever 
happened in this country than the coming together 
of men and women in industry. Women have 

vindicated their right to adjudicate on questions 
whose interest for themselves and their children 
can never again be disputed.

For our own part, we believe we are near break- 
ing-point. The waves that have been travelling 
for ages over life’s ocean—womanhood; labour— 
can no longer bear the burden of oppression that 
has weighed them down. They are bound to break. 
The question is—How? Quietly, naturally, in the 
peaceful fulfilling of Nature’s process, or in the 
tumult and menace of the thwarted, bringing down 
into ruins the world-order they might have made
beautiful and strong? C. DESPARD. .

WOMEN IN WAR TIME.
The King’s Thanks to Women.

For the first time His Majesty’s message to the 
troops includes recognition and appreciation of the 
work of women. He says :—

I have realised, not only the splendid work 
which has been done in immediate touch with 
the enemy—in the air, underground, as well 
as on the ground—but also the vast organisa­
tions behind the fighting line, honourable 
alike to the genius of the initiators and to the 
heart and hand of the workers. Every where 
there is proof that all, men and women, are 
playing their part, and I rejoice to think their 
noble efforts are being heartily seconded by all 
classes at home.

Tribute from the Minister of Munitions.
Mr. E. S. Montagu, Minister of Munitions, 

giving in the House of Commons last Tuesday 
evening a remarkable record of the output of 
munitions, said: —

I want to say a word about women. Women of every 
station, with or without previous experience of the diffi- 
culties, the strain and monotony of munition work, have 
proved themselves able to undertake work which before the 
war was regarded as solely the province of men, and often 
of skilled men alone. Indeed, it is not too much to say that 
our Armies have been saved and victory assured largely by 
the women in the munition factories. There are, I believe, 
some 500 different munition processes upon which women 
are now engaged, two-thirds of which had never been per­
formed by a woman previous to twelve months ago. When 
I ask the House to consider this, together with the work 
done by women in hospitals, in agriculture, in transport 
trades, and in every type of clerical occupation, I would 
respectfully submit that when time and opportunity offer 
it will be opportune to ask: Where is the man now who 
would deny to woman the civil rights which she has earned 
by hard work? (Cheers.)
First Woman to Visit Verdun Lines.

Miss Kathleen Burke, of the Scottish Women’s 
Hospital, has returned to London after the unique 
experience of having received permission to make 
a tour of the French front, including the lines at 
Verdun. The permission was given as a mark of 
their appreciation of the splendid work accom­
plished by the Scottish Women’s Hospitals and the 
British Hospitals for the French Army. Miss 
Burke is the first woman allowed to enter Verdun 
since the evacuation of the civil population.
" Entirely Justified."

Mr. Wilson, Principal of the East Anglian School 
of Agriculture, states that “ The step of introducing 
women on to the land has been thoroughly 
justified.”

At a meeting of the Middlesex Women’s War 
Agricultural Committee on August 11, Miss La 
Motte, of the Employment Department of the Board 
of Trade, spoke of the good work done by educated 
women on the land. Between 1,000 and 2,000 had 
done fruit picking, with excellent results. Farmers 
have been impressed by the rapidity with which they 
learn their work, and the efficiency with which they 
do it.

Her Story.
Before leaving again for the Front to rejoin her 

regiment, Miss Flora Sandes has found time to write 
a book of her experiences, which Messrs Hodder and 
Stoughton are publishing, under the title of “ An 
Englishwoman Sergeant in the Serbian Army." 
This record of Miss Sandes’s experiences as a hos­
pital nurse, and later, as a Serbian soldier, will be 
illustrated, and issued at 2s. 6d. net.

THE PRESS, PRIME MINISTER AND 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

Mr. A. P. Nicholson, commenting in The Daily 
News on August 16 on the Prime Minister’s state­
ment, said: —

I hear on very good authority that the Prime 
Minister’s speech indicates a personal, change 
of opinion, and that he has now told the 
Cabinet that when the franchise is changed, as 
it must be, the women must be given votes.

Distinctly the most interesting, and in many ways the 
most intrinsically important, passage in the Prime Minister’s 
speech yesterday was that devoted to the relation of his 
registration proposals to the question of women’s suffrage.— 
Daily News.

Thinking nobly of the women of this country—as, after the 
experience of the last two years, they have deserved more 
than ever to be thought of—we decline altogether to believe 
that they would make their claims to the vote a bar to the 
enfranchisement of the men who have been risking life and 
enduring privation and suffering for them. To believe that 
would be to ignore all the sacrifices that the women have 
already so cheerfully and splendidly made. To see Mr. 
Asquith taking refuge behind the skirts of the suffragists is 
not an inspiring spectacle.-—Morning Post.

So far as votes for women are concerned, it may be taken 
as a hopeful sign from the women’s standpoint that a Prime 
Minister who has been a lifelong opponent of their cause 
should admit the justice of their claim, although circum- 
stances prevent its present fulfilment.—Daily Express.

The Prime Minister admits that the claim of women to 
be considered, if their basis is altered for the male voter, is 
not only "‘ reasonable ” but " unanswerable.’ ‘ It would be 
premature to take this as an announcement of Mr. Asquith's 
personal conversion, but undoubtedly he uses Ianguage upon 
the war services of women which suggests that he and large 
numbers of those who think with him will approach this 
question with a new mind when the war is over. Herein, we 
think, he expresses the prevailing sentiment.—W estminster 
Gazette.

Mr. Asquith handsomely acknowledges the splendid services 
rendered by the women of this country during the war. In 
pre-war days he was the most influential opponent of 
women’s suffrage. His convictions or his prejudices, call 
them what we will, have yielded to the resistless logic of 
events. He frankly admitted to-day that in the great 
problems of social and industrial reconstruction after the 
war, many of them directly affecting their interests, women 
will have special claims to be consulted. “ I cannot deny 
that claim.” This is very like a confession of conversion to 
belief in women’s suffrage.—Parliamentary correspondent, 
Daily Chronicle.

Mr. Asquith’s declaration that the women have a special 
claim to be heard is a most momentous change in his point 
of view. We believe that other old opponents of woman 
suffrage in the Cabinet have been converted by the war work 
of women.—Star.

The Government’s Proposals.
1. The Government propose that there should be no altera- 

tion in the franchise.
2. Provision is to be made for a new register to be brought 

into force on the existing basis of qualification from May 31 
next. The period of qualification is to be postponed from 
July 19 to November 1 to make the register as fresh as it 
can be.

3. Persons engaged on war work who are on the existing 
register and have since lost their qualification are to be placed 
on the new register. For this purpose war workers will in­
clude : —(a) Soldiers and sailors, (b) Persons engaged in 
work such as mine-sweeping and the laying of cables under 
the direction of the naval and military authorities, (c) 
Ambulance workers, (d) Prisoners of war and interned 
civilians. (e) Persons who have been compelled to change 
their abode owing to the destruction of their houses by hostile 
bombardment or to works carried on for home defence. (f) 
Persons who have left their homes in order to engage in 
munition work elsewhere.

4. Persons who were in course of qualification for a vote, 
however early in the stage, will be entitled to be registered, 
as if that process had not been interrupted by the war.
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MEN DEMAND VOTES FOR WOMEN.
The following letter was sent by Sir Francis 

Blake to Mr. R. H. Gaul, Hon. Sec. Berwick-on- 
Tweed Branch of Northern Men’s Federation for 
Women’s Suffrage: —
August 8th, 1916. Tillmouth Park,

Cornhill-on-Tweed.
DEAR Mb. GAUL,—I have your letter of 7th inst., in 

which you call attention to the fact that I am now, as I 
have been for some years, a member of the Northern Men’s 
Federation of Women’s Suffrage, and this of itself is a 
guarantee of the fact that the question of Woman’s Suffrage 
is no new one to me, and should reassure my fellow members 
that I shall not lose sight of it if I become member for the 
Berwick-on-Tweed Division of Northumberland.

If, before the war, I was in favour of a measure enabling 
women to take a direct share in the choice of Members of 
Parliament and the government of their country, thereby 
putting it on a true national basis, your members may be 
sure that the events of the last two years have thoroughly 
confirmed my views on this vital question.

With regard to the last paragraph in your letter, the 
probability is that the House of Commons will have risen 
before I can take my seat, and in any event I should pro­
bably have to leave home for a further change North in order 
to complete my convalescence. Generally speaking, you may 
rely upon my active support in favour of any measure deal­
ing with Registration containing also a generous provision 
for the admission of women to the Parliamentary franchise.

There are obvious difficulties of detail, but these will be 
settled, I have no doubt, in consultation with Mrs. Fawcett 
and other leaders of the Women’s Movement, and the 
position is now so favourable, and the goodwill of all parties 
so thoroughly assured, that I have no doubt of a happy 
fulfilment of our most ardent aspirations in this direction.

You are at liberty to make this letter public in any way 
you think right.

I am, dear Mr. Gaul, 
Yours faithfully,

K. K. Gaul, Esq., (Signed) F. D. BLAKE.
23, Hide-hill,

Berwick-on-Tweed.
Sir Francis Blake is the Coalition candidate for 

Berwick, the seat left vacant through the peerage 
conferred upon Sir Edward Grey.
The observer, Aug. 13.

This well-known Sunday paper declares its con­
version to woman suffrage. After saying that the 
giving of votes to soldiers and sailors is a passing 
issue, though one of the gravest importance, it 
states emphatically that—

Of greater permanent importance is the question of the 
right of women to vote. They have earned it. We say so 
frankly. In the past we have opposed the claim on one 
ground, and one ground alone—namely, that women, by the 
fact of their sex, were debarred from bearing a share in 
national defence. We were wrong. Women have borne, and 
are bearing, their full share, in the hospitals, in the munition 
factories, in all the departments of life in which they have 
taken men’s burdens upon their shoulders in order to release 
men for the war. And more yet in the deep, uncomplaining 
heroism with which they are bearing their sorrows and giving 
their all. Then can we any longer deny to the women who 
have wrought and suffered, and who have worked well even 
if they have not suffered, the right to share in the future of 
the nation whose fate is entwined with their very heart- 
strings? We cannot. The State needs their aid, and they 
have proved their capacity to give it. The time has come 
to give a new meaning to Democracy; to make it a real 
thing, the true voice of the nation, and not of a part, more 
or less arbitrarily and often foolishly selected. Once for all 
let us simplify the thing. Let the right to vote be given to 
every man and woman who has attained years of respon­
sibility : let us say, five-and-twenty, for then they have 
arrived at an age to put away childish things. The nation, 
by its bearing in two years of war, has earned this right to 
be trusted with its own destinies.
A. P. Nicholson (Daily News, Aug. 11).

When the war is over many men who have opposed 
Women’s Suffrage in the past will certainly not be 
ready to enter on a bitter quarrel with women over 
their civic rights. Our women have worked and 
suffered for the nation in its hours of trial with 
the men. . . . The woman’s question has not 
been overlaid by the war, as some of our statesmen 
are. too prone now to think. On the contrary, I hold 
that the war is making it an issue vital to the 
nation. . The loyal co-operation of many

. SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. 

women cannot be expected if after all that has now 
taken place they are flouted. A grudging spirit 
will be useless on either side. The women must 
have votes, and enter our political and administra­
tive life.
Daily News, Aug. 14.

There remain the claims of the women. That 
factor in itself provides a valid reason for postpon­
ing any final conclusions on the register till after 
the war, unless, indeed, so happy a solution can be 
contemplated as a general recognition of the title 
women have earned by the share they have borne of 
national service and national sacrifice. Even if that 
is too much to hope, there is no contesting the logic 
of the protest against a franchise reform which by 
adding some millions of men, and of men only, to 
the register would accentuate the grave sense of in­
justice under which women are already labouring.
Daily Chronicle, Aug. 14.

The friends of women’s suffrage are clearly right 
in contending that to adopt any course making an 
enormous addition to the male electorate in a Bill 
from which women’s suffrage was excluded, would 
in effect be an anti-sufragist policy, which Suffra­
gists would be bound to fight.

ABERYSTWYTH CAMPAIGN.
The above campaign is in full swing. During 

the past week Miss Dorothy Evans has addressed 
twelve meetings in Borth and Aberystwyth. The 
eloquent and masterly way in which she dealt with 
the various aspects of the Woman’s Movement 
elicited the greatest approval from the crowds that 
came night after night to hear her. Miss Anna 
Munro very ably presided at the evening meetings, 
and the chair at the morning meetings was taken 
by Alix M. Clark. The announcements of the meet­
ings were chalked, on the promenade, and the 
campaign is going ahead in the true Women’s Free­
dom League spirit, and coming in close contact 
with the public. It is particularly striking how 
widely it is now assumed that women will be en- 
franchised in the near future—certainly at the close 
of the war. There is no sort of opposition to the 
idea of the inclusion of women in the new register 
foreshadowed for next session to avoid the expense 
and disorganisation of another franchise change 
after the hoped-for speedy close of the war. 
Suffragists never believed that the public of late 
years offered any obstruction to the enfranchise­
ment of women, but this educational campaign, 
reaching as it does so many different sections of the 
people, has proved that the country is more than 
ready for the reform.

Over 800 copies of The Vote have been sold 
during the past fortnight, and I very gratefully 
acknowledge the following donations : —Mrs. and 
Granville Giles, 3s.; Miss Dorothy Evans, 12s. 6d.; 
Anon., per Mrs. Giles, 10s.; Mrs. I. James, 26, 
North Parade, Aberystwyth, £5.

I earnestly appeal to all fellow-members and 
friends to do their best to support this campaign as 
generously as possible. It has still another five 
weeks to run. Aberystwyth is crowded with people, 
and no better field of propaganda could possibly be 
found.

Alix M. CLARK (Hon. Organiser), 
Granville, North Parade, Aberystwyth.

As we go to press the Register Bill and the Par­
liament Extension Bill are being debated; it is not 
certain that they will have a smooth, passage to the 
Statute Book. It has been pointed out that if 
women are to have a voice in the reconstruction after 
the war they must have votes at the next general 
election.

THEY SUPPORT US I

RAISE THE FLAG HIGH.
Some months ago, foreseeing the need for instant 

activity which has now arisen, the Women’s Free­
dom League started a special fund of 50,000 
shillings to maintain our organisation in health and 
vigour.

We are thus to-day in a position to insist that 
there shall be
No additional votes for men whilst every woman 

in the land is passed over.

The last list shows that so far 11,875 shillings 
have come into the fund.

New friends and helpers are rising up all around 
us as they see the necessity for woman’s co-operation 
in the State. To all these new friends, as well as 
to our old and tried supporters, we earnestly appeal 
to

Send the rest of the 50,000 shillings.
Every reader can send a shilling on seeing this; 

many can send twenty, a hundred or more.
Do not delay, but do it now.

All contributions, big and little, will be grate­
fully received and acknowledged by the Hon. 
Treasurer, Women’s Freedom League, 144, High 
Holborn, London, W.C.

“ Wait and see,” poor Asquith groans, 
In every kind of trouble;

But Freedom Leaguers hate such moans : 
“ Be up and doing,” is what we say, 
“ Collecting 50,000 shillings by the way.”

"LET THE WOMEN HELP!” 
“Not if we can help it!”

We have heard much of the general recognition of 
women’s services, and of the ready welcome ex­
tended to them in every department of activity. We 
have heard, too, of the great change wrought by the 
war in the general attitude towards women, and how 
impossible it will be for ever after to refuse them 
that share in the privileges of citizenship which 
they have so fully merited. An incident which re­
cently occurred in Belfast throws light on this 
matter.

A vacancy occurred in the representation of a 
ward in the city. The ward committee met, and 
unanimously selected a woman as their candidate 
for co-option. She has held the position of Lady 
Mayoress for four years, is a freeman of the city, 
and a member of a Corporation committee. Later 
on, a mass meeting of electors in the ward was held, 
unanimously endorsed the action of the ward com- 
mittee, and sent a deputation to the Corporation to 
represent their views. The Corporation met on 
August 1, but postponed consideration of the co- 
option, a special meeting being summoned to deal 
with the matter on August 9. In the interval a 
gentleman was induced to come forward as candi- 
date, being nominated by two representatives of 
wards at the other end of the city from that in which 
the vacancy occurred. No elector of the vacant ward 
came forward in support of this gentleman’s candi­
dature, and yet he was co-opted at the adjourned 
meeting of the Council by 23 votes to 17.
. The reasons given for this extraordinary proceed­
ing were two. First, no woman has ever been elected 
to the City Council, and to admit one by co-option 
would be a grave departure from “constitutional 
usage. ’ The point raised both at the Council and 
in the Press of the more grave departure from “con­
stitutional usage” involved in the flagrant disre­
gard of the electors’ wishes was not dealt with. So

SEE OUR SALE AND

deep is the attachment of the City Fathers of Belfast 
to the ancient ways and the established order that 
they preferred to put a public slight on a well- 
known and universally respected woman, to flout 
the ratepayers of an important ward, and to set at 
naught the provisions of the Municipal Franchise 
Acts, rather than to depart by one hair’s breadth 
from “ constitutional usage.”

But they had another reason, equally creditable 
to their intelligence and high sense of public duty. 
The admission of this most competent woman to the 
Council would open the door “to an avalanche of 
women who would ask to be admitted.” Strangely 
enough, it does not seem to have occurred to any of 
these gentlemen that even these undesirable females 
could not enter the Council without a vote in their 
favour. Surely the wisdom and insight of the Cor- 
poration, so clearly displayed in this meeting, would 
be sufficient to guard the City Hall from this ava- 
lanche of undesirables. Surely the Council does not 
mean to suggest that undesirable men ever gain 
access through the door of co-option or otherwise to 
these sacred precincts.

It is impossible to deal with either objection seri- 
ously. They are too manifestly trumped up for this 
occasion only. To quote the Belfast Newsletter : — 
“The majority of the City Council rejected Mrs. 
----. on account of her sex; a vote of the Council 
which we hold to be a breach of the trust under 
which it acts.” The same newspaper also points out 
that " according to the constitution, women on the 
local government franchise have the same powers 
and rights to vote, and to election with men . . . 
that is all which need be said to show the absurdity 
of the constitutional argument.”

So a city, with an infant death-rate of 137 per 
thousand, with a huge textile industry dependent on 
female labour, with the most inadequate provision, 
of school buildings, must lose the services of an ex­
perienced and public spirited woman because, to 
quote the same paper, " the majority of the Corpora­
tion are animated by the spirit of caucus monger- 
ing.”

The moral is clear. We have been told again and 
again that we should use the privileges we already 
possess, and thereby show our fitness for wider 
spheres. The Belfast incident proves once more of 
how little use are these privileges until we have our 
status made clear, and defined, once and for all, by 
the grant of the Parliamentary vote on the same 
terms as men. Until that is done, women will 
always be regarded as in some way differently 
situated from men, and it will always be considered 
that treatment, impossible where men are concerned, 
is quite permissible in the case of women. A man 
correspondent in the local press speaks of the 
effect this business will have in strengthening the 
hands of the suffragists. In the hope that this most 
desirable effect may not be limited to Belfast I ask 
for space in The Vote for this report of an en­
lightening episode.

DoraMellone.

WZenden, 
—ecaundry

The most delicate LACES, MUSLINS. 
LAWNS, SILKS, SHIRTS, COLLARS 

Dressed in an altogether Superior Style Equal to New. 

STRAFFORD RD., ACTON, W. 3221206122.
This Laundry is Governed Entirdy by a Woman.
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Organ of the Women’s Freedom League.

The Despard Arms.
123, Hampstead-road, N.W.

Some rainy days have driven the children from the Green 
Bower indoors this week, but the visit to the Despard Arms 
is a great joy to them. We shall hold a Jumble. Sale in 
September, and shall be most grateful for clothing and 
articles of any kind, which may be sent at once, addressed 
to the Hon. Secretary, Despard Arms, 123, Hampstead Road. 
We are still awaiting the gift of a ton of coal from sym- 
pathisers, and gifts of tea, coffee, sugar, jam, also vegetables

HAND-WOVEN MATERIALS
MADE IN THE DAUNTLESS HALL WORK-ROOM. 

Artistic Dress Fabrics
In Linen, Cotton, Wool, &c. Send for price list, or 2s. for sample 
Towel, to help the Women Workers, or call and see the goods at
The Alston Studio, 8, New Bond Street, W. 
Children’s Jumpers and Frocks from 6s. Sports Coats from 13s. 6d. 
Lessons in SPINNING and WEAVING given. Terms on applica- 
tion. Free Demonstrations every Tuesday from 11.30 to 1 p.m.

Help BRITISH Industries by Drinking
SALUTARIS WATER

WHOLESOME & DELICIOUS.
Absolutely free from all impurities. 

AERATED OR STILL.
Made with pure distilled water.

Salutaris Water, Ginger Ale, Ginger Beer, Lemonade and Orangelle 
(thin slice of orange added makes delicious cup).

Very inexpensive.—Send p.c. for price list to:—
SALUTARIS WATER CO. Ltd., 236 Fulham Rd., London, S.W.

and fruit, will be warmly welcomed. Our grateful thanks 
to Mrs. Giles for the rambler roses which made us beautiful 
for days ! Who will volunteer to give service in the after- 
noon in demonstrating in the window a gas-saving device in 
cooking? This is an urgent need. .

OWING to the important declaration in Parliament by Mr. 
Asquith on woman suffrage, and other statements which have 
to be chronicled, we are compelled this week to hold over 
some interesting articles and a serious letter in answer to 
Dr. Patch.—ED.

For IDEAL PRESENTS
INSPECT EDWARD GOOD'S "CAMEO CORNER."

Largest selection known in the history of the world of genuine old Cameo 
Brooches, Rings, and Pendants from 5s. to £5 each.

Also genuine fine old Intaglio Crest and Signet Rings. , 
Most fascinating, too, are Good’s original Inspiration Kings, each one 

an English work of art over 100 years old ; prices from 68. 6d. to 30% each.
If unable to call, kindly write for selections on approval, and a Denul 

fully illustrated booklet on “ Cameos and Inspiration Vewe—ery be 
included free. .

EDWARD GOOD, “Cameo Corner,”
1, NEW OXFORD ST., LONDON, W.G., just facing "Vote” omoe.

Islington Dental Surgery,
69, UPPER STREET, N.

Mr. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
Mr. Fredk. G. Boucher, Assistant Dental Surgeon.

Established 35 Years. . , —, 
Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man, Fee 78. oa. 
Nurse in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. N.B.—No Showcase at door. 
CONSULTATIONS FREE. Telephone: 3795 North.

CLASSIFIED Advertisements 
are charged :—

Is. 3d. for the first 20 words or under, 
6d. for every 12 „ following.

1. HANDSOME Purple Figured SILK 
EVENING CLOAK, lined primrose 
satin. Worn few times. £2, or 
offer.

2. PAIR OF Paste Buckles (Modern). 
Pretty design. 7s. 6d. the pair.

3. Indian Necklet (Gilt). 7s. 6d.
4. GOLD Heart-shape Locket, set small 

diamond, and Rope Pattern 
Chain. 27s.

5. iSix YARDS Black and White 
TAFFETA SILK. 16s. lld.

6. Navy Silk AND CHIFFON Gown. 
Slightly worn. 27s. 6d.

7. Handsome BLACK SPANISH LACE 
Scarf. New. 25s.

8. VERY Pretty Evening Zouave. 
7s. 6d.

9. Gentleman’s Frock COAT AND 
Waistcoat; 38in. waist, sleeve 
19in.; 15s. or near offer. Worn 
once.

10. WHITE SERGE Costume. Full, 
pleated skirt, trimmed white silk 
braid; tailor-made. Waist 254in., 
length 40in.; 12s. 6d. Perfect 
condition.

All above articles can be seen in 
‘THE Vote” Office, 144, High Holborn, 
W.C. _____________  

A customer writes: " I bought a 
frock through you, and am very 
much pleased with it. I showed it to a 
‘ knowledgable ‘ friend, and she 
declared it a real bargain.”
OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM

COLLOA,
5-6, PATERNOSTER ROW, 

LONDON, E.C.

Tailor-made

Raincoats,

Travelling Wraps,

and Costumes
at reasonable prices. Suitable for present 

and early Autumn wear.

miscellaneous.

A T THE STRAND IMPERIAL 
— HOTEL, opposite Gaiety Theatre, 
Strand, London. Absolute Privacy, 
Quietude and Refinement. Ladies will 
find the freshest, warmest, daintiest, 
cosiest quarters. Sumptuous Bed- 
room, with h. and c. water fitted. 
Breakfast,. Bath, Attendance and 
Lights, from 5s. 6d. En pension, 9s. 
For long stays, special terms. Finest 
English provisions. — Manageress, 
4788 Gerrard.

The handicraft AND POT-
TERY SHOP, 56, LYMINGTON- 

ROAD, FINCHLEY-ROAD, HAMPSTEAD.— 
Handweavings, Silks, Linens, Cottons, 
&c., Smocks, Homespuns, Rugs, Laces, 
Jewellery, Metal Work, Baskets, 
Leather Work, Pottery, &c.

ANTED, a Lady, experienced in
Canteen work, to assist in 

Y.M.C.A. Hut. Board and lodging; 
no salary.— Apply personally, LEADER, 
Y.M.C.A. Hut, Fulham Military Hos­
pital, Hammersmith.

Early copies of ‘THE VOTE’
for Sale. What offers ? Also 

various pieces of crochet and em- 
broidery.—Women’s Freedom League, 
22, Queen’s-Street, Ipswich.

Madame SLAVA KRASSAVINA,
Russian Prima Donna, Petrograd 

and Moscow Opera, gives Private Sing­
ing lessons. Moderate terms.—95, Shir- 
land-gardens, Maida Vale, W., or at 
“ The VOTE ” Office.

Board-residence, LONDON.— 
Bed-sitting rooms, use dining- 

room, with breakfasts and full board 
on Sunday, from 10s.6d. weekly; ‘buses, 
G.O.C., City, id.—Box 47, “ The 
vote” Office.

o A -PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
O4 and HOW TO USE THEM. free. 
Send for one.—TRIMMELL, The Herbalist, 

I 144, Richmond-rd., Cardiff. Est. 1879.

THACKERAY HOTEL
Great Russell Street, LONDON

Well-appointed and commodious TEMPERANCE HOTEL. 
Passenger Lifts and Bathrooms on every floor, Lounges, 
and Spacious Dining, Drawing, Writing, Reading, Billiard 

and Smoking Rooms.
Perfect Sanitation, Fireproof Floors, Telephones, Night Porters.

Bedroom, Breakfast, Attendance & Bath, 6/6 per night per person.
Full Tariff and Testimonials on application. Tel.: Museum 1230. 2 lines.
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