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Notes and Comments.
The Will to Succeed.

A brief interval of ten days separates us at length from the 
ordeal that must decide the fortunes of women’s suffrage in 
this Parliament. The votes which will be cast in the Commons 
during the fateful week which opens on the Monday after next 
will be the measure of our work and the reward of our sacrifices 
during all the years that lie behind us. A proposal which will 
mark a step into a new era of civilisation has become at last a 
familiar and hopeful issue in our current politics. By labours 
which no other cause in our generation has exacted from its 
followers, the work of conversion, we believe, is already com- 
pleted. The chances of the suffrage amendments rest, in a 
sense, with our supporters in the House. Patient organisation 
within the lobbies, good generalship and a sense of comradeship 
which rises above party—these factors are working for us 
against the small arts of the scaremonger and the calculations 
of the electioneer. But much still depends even in these last 
days upon our own efforts. There is still a margin of doubtful 
and neutral Members. There are still men who, if they cannot 
be induced to vote for us, may yet be persuaded to abstain. 
The only rule of safety is that each of our Societies should act 
as though the winning of a majority depended on securing 
the vote of its own Member. It is not too late for deputations 
of influential constituents to visit him at the House, nor even 
to convince him by memorials that his support for women’s 
emancipation will be popular. Our fate is in our own hands. 
The first element in success is the will to succeed.
Which Amendment ?

Inside the House the atmosphere is in one respect more hope
ful than we have known it in recent years. The routine work 
of lobbying and organisation is no longer left to outsiders. 
Under the inspiring leadership of Mr. Acland and Lord Robert 
Cecil, the Suffragist Members of the two chief parties have 
formed themselves into working groups, which allow no day 
to pass without its effort. They are engaged in a systematic 
canvass, and they are working together with cordial under
standing. The practical question assumes to-day the optimistic 
form—Which of the two compromise amendments has the 
better chance? There is no longer a doubt that the Dickinson 
proposal will rally a larger body of Conservative support than 
most of us had ventured to expect; and we reckon, at the least, 
on Conservative Suffragists not to vote against it. “ The truest 
friends of suffrage for women," as Lady Selborne puts in an 
admirable article in the Conservative Franchise Review. “ will 

pledge themselves to vote for both the amendments in succes
sion.” It is equally certain that if the Dickinson proposal should 
unluckily fail, the vast majority of Liberal suffragists will 
support the Conciliation amendment. Indeed, if the issue lay 
only with the Members from the United Kingdom, it is evident 
that either of these amendments could be carried with ease. 
The choice between them rests in effect with the Irish Party. 
Their vote is essential to the success of the Dickinson amend
ment. It is much less indispensable to the Conciliation pro
posal. No genuine suffragist will hesitate to prefer the more 
generous scheme. We should have thought that the Irish Party, 
faced with this alternative, would instinctively cast its vote for 
the more democratic plan.
The Grey Amendment.

It is good news that the anti-suffragists have decided after 
all to challenge a division on Sir Edward Grey’s amendment to 
delete the word “male.” An affirmation of the principle of 
women’s suffrage will have more than an academic meaning 
on such an occasion as this. If the House declares its will that 
women shall not be excluded from the Bill, it is morally bound 
on pain of confessing its impotence as a legislative machine 
to decide further what women shall be included.

Resignations.
The Manchester Guardian does good service in calling atten

tion to the activity of the two hereditary Cabinet Ministers in 
spreading the rumour that they propose to resign if women’s 
suffrage should be carried. That is precisely the manoeuvre 
best calculated to stimulate the zeal of our friends on the Front 
Bench. Sir Edward Grey, in particular, has publicly stated 
that any threats of resignation are contrary to the spirit of the 
Government’s offer. But we doubt whether Members will take 
these threats very seriously. The Front Bench has always been 
a more congenial seat to Mr. Harcourt than the sacrificial altar. 
As for Mr. Churchill, we venture to predict that when a 
Women’s Suffrage Amendment is carried he will proceed to 
review his past record. It lends itself to judicious selection. 
We can already hear him reminding the women electors of 
Dundee that he was once a patron of the Conciliation Com
mittee. In his brief public career all his opinions have been 
subject to modification, save only his belief in the desirability 
of office.
The Militant “Deputation.”

We are afraid that all the appeals from fellow-suffragists have 
failed to move the W.S.P.U. from its purpose to hold a militant 
demonstration during the critical week. A “ Deputation ” of 
working women, under Mrs. Drummond, will apparently 
attempt to force its way into the House while the debate is 
proceeding. For the physical courage and devotion of the rank 
and file who have been persuaded to engage in this disastrous 
undertaking we can only feel respect. But the leaders cannot 
fail to perceive the consequences of their policy. No competent 
judge inside or outside the House doubts that the window
breaking of last March played a decisive part in the wrecking 
of the Conciliation Bill. When these' tactics are repeated, we 
can only suppose that the leaders, who have always refused to 
give this second opportunity for suffrage its fair chance, regard 
the risk of a second wreck with indifference, or even with satis- 
faction. The Conciliation Bill was not “ torpedoed.” It was 
stoned. If a second disaster were to result from the same
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methods, the result would not be to prove the thesis of the 
W.S.P.U. It has maintained that no unofficial effort for 
suffrage has a chance. The real inference would be that no 
effort accompanied by tactics of irritation and provocation had a 
chance. But these tactics may be regarded to-day with com
parative equanimity. The W.S.P. U. can no longer be confused 
with the Suffrage movement, and members realise that the sane 
judgment of the community will not endure the breaking of 
pledges in a moment of unreasoning ill-temper.

Under the Parliament Act.
Sir Henry Craik can have derived no comfort from the 

answer of the Prime Minister to a question designed to suggest 
that Women's Suffrage, if embodied in the Franchise Bill, 
ought not to receive the benefit of the Parliament Act. Mr. 
Asquith’s reply left standing- and intact the plain statement of 
Sir John Simon that the provisions of the Parliament Act will 
apply to it. That is, indeed, as we show elsewhere, a legitimate 
inference from the Prime Minister's own pledges. Nor have we 
forgotten that Mr. Lloyd George, in his speech at the Albert 
Hall meeting last February, sketched the procedure under the 
Parliament Act in sufficiently clear terms :— -

" This year, this session, determines as far as the next general 
election is concerned, the fate of this question. I am proceeding 
on the assumption that the House of Lords, if it is sent up there, 
may reject it. . . . You had better prepare your plans on the 
assumption that they will throw it out, at any rate the first and 
second time, and that it will go through the third time.”

Sir John Simon himself hardly spoke more clearly. But, indeed, 
the question is hardly worth raising. Every one knows that 
there is only one explanation of the length and congestion of this 
abnormal session. There are three Bills which must be passed 
this year a first time, if they are to receive the benefit of the 
Parliament Act. One of the three is the Franchise Bill, and 
the suffrage amendment when carried will be treated as an 
“ integral part ” of it.
The Referendum Once More.

The real purpose of Sir Henry Craik’s question was, we 
suppose, to advertise the almost forgotten expedient of a 
referendum. The compilers of Parliamentary gossip in the 
Westminster Gazette and the Observer have simultaneously 
drawn this rusty weapon from the cobwebs of their armoury. 
They have forgotten that this matter was irrevocably settled 
by the Speaker last time. Invited to give a ruling as- to 
whether a referendum might be introduced into the Home Rule 
Bill, he was content to adopt as his own a classical ruling by 
his predecessor, Mr. Speaker Peel. It was to the effect that 
a matter of such " transcendent importance ” could not be 
brought into the scope of such a Bill, nor could the electors be 
empowered to “ override the decision of this House.” These 
are clear general principles, and they apply as obviously to 
Women’s Suffrage as to Home Rule. There can be no 
question of a referendum, for the sufficient reason that it would 
be out of order to propose it We need hardly go on to argue 
that, if it could be proposed, it could not be carried. Liberals 
cannot support what Mr. Lloyd George has denounced as a 
costly method of delaying justice, nor will Unionists make a 
precedent which would infallibly be used against Tariff Reform.

The Labour Party’s Conference.
The Labour Leader, by arrangement with the National 

Union and the Election Fighting Fund, issues a special 
Women’s Suffrage supplement. It contains articles by Mr. 
Keir Hardie, Mr. Snowden, Miss I. O. Ford, Miss Margaret 
Macmillan, and Miss Margaret Robertson, as well as a cartoon 
by Mr. Henry Holiday, who is as staunch a suffragist as he is a 
distinguished artist. It will be distributed with, the Common 
Cause next week. The purpose of this supplement is to make 
an appeal to the whole Labour Party to follow the lead of the 
* L.P., and to reaffirm at their conference, which meets at the 
end of this month, their decision to treat any Franchise Bill 
which fails to enfranchise women as " unacceptable.” An un- 
acceptable Bill ought clearly to be rejected. We are out to win, 
and it is not for the rejection of the Bill but for the passage of 
the amendments that we are working. But this conference will 
meet after their fate is known, and its vote will suffice to destroy 
a Bill which must aggravate the grievance under which women 
labour if it fails to bring redress. Our hope is that, if the 
party in power will not do justice, Labour will place itself 
across the road and forbid all progress with any franchise 
reform which does not liberate women. We count on the 
Labour Party to be true to its magnificent record and its 
generous impulses, and to act as the one organised body of 
Rectors which is prepared to make a firm stand for the rights
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The House of Commons 
and the

Women’s Suffrage Amendments.

In the week beginning January 20th the Government Fran 
chise Bill will go into Committee, and the.opportunity will have 
arrived, which was promised by Mr. Asquith as long ago as 
1908, for obtaining the enfranchisement of women by means 
of Amendment to a Government measure.

In accordance with the Prime Minister’s subsequent promise 
to the Women’s Suffrage deputation of November 1911 the 
Bill has been drafted in such a way as to make possible the 
inclusion of women on any terms the House of Commons may 
decide; and whatever measure of Women’s Suffrage the House 
does decide upon will be accepted by the Government and incor
porated as an integral part of the Bill. Mr. Asquith, being 
opposed to Women’s Suffrage, was not prepared to introduce 
any Women’s Suffrage Measure himself, but he is prepared 
to bow to the will of the House of Commons. Women’s 
Suffrage, like Catholic Emancipation in 1827-9, is a question 
which cuts across all parties, and makes it difficult for either, 
a Liberal or a Conservative Government to initiate legislation 
on the matter. But all are agreed that the question is ripe for 
settlement, and that so long as it remains unsettled it will be 
a disrupting force very embarrassing to any Government that 
may be in power. Mr. Asquith has, therefore, taken the course 
adopted by Sir Robert Peel with regard to Catholic Emancipa- 
tion, a course which aroused bitter criticism at the time, but 
which later generations have seen to be a piece of wise states- 
manship, saying the country from many years of internal 
conflict, growing daily more embittered and more of an obstacle 
in the way of all peaceful social development.

The responsibility for granting or withholding Women’s 
Suffrage will rest with the House of Commons. It is a great 
responsibility and a great opportunity. How will it be met?

The levity with which the question was treated in the House 
in old days is a thing of the past. A thorough-going Anti- 
Suffragist Member, interviewed by his constituents the other 
day, called them to witness that he had never treated the matter 
as a joke; he had “ always realised that it was no laughing 
matter.' ’

The great debate on the Conciliation Bill in 1910, lasting two 
days, and involving the leading speakers of all parties in the 
House, brought forward all the theoretical and practical
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Franchise to women; and since then the question has been in 
the forefront of political controversy, in the Press, and at 
elections ; masses of literature have been issued by the various 
Women’s Suffrage organisations, whose number increases 
almost every month; vast numbers of meetings have been held; 
and a constant stream of resolutions, memorials, and petitions 
has besieged the Government and the Private Member.

One thing, at any rate, seems certain ; the question . will not 
be allowed this time to be side-tracked or evaded by any techni- 
Yal quibbling. The House will discuss and vote upon

1. the question whether any women at all are to be in
cluded in the Bill, as Parliamentary Electors.

the question which women shall be included.
The first point will be raised when Sir Edward Grey moves the 

deletion of the word " male " from Clause 1, Sub-section 1, of 
the Bill. If that word is allowed to remain no Women’s Suffrage 
Amendment can be moved. The Parliamentary franchise will 
be definitely confined to male persons only. If the word 
“ male ” is deleted the House will have declared its opinion 
that the question of including women ought, at any rate, to be 
discussed, and will then proceed to consider whether all women, 
or only some women, should be included. A number of Amend
ments on this point are put down on the Order Paper, but the 
three official amendments, backed by the three organised groups 
of Suffragists in the House, are :

(a) Adult Suffrage, giving the Parliamentary vote to 
men and women on equal terms.

This Amendment would enfranchise about 11 million 
women, i.e., about a million more women than men. It 
will be supported by Mr. Henderson, Mr. Snowden, and 
others.

(b) The "Dickinson” Amendment.
Giving votes to women over 25 years of age who are 

householders or wives of householders. This amendment 
would enfranchise about 6 million women. It will be sup
ported by Mr. Dickinson (Lib.), Mr. Acland (Lib.), Mr. 
Goulding (Con.), Sir John Rolleston (Con.), and others.

(c) The " Conciliation ” Amendment.
Giving votes to those women only who are on the munici

pal register. This amendment would enfranchise about
It will be supported by Mr. Murray1J million women._____________ __ ____ - 

Macdonald (Lib.), Mr. Bentham (Lib.), Mr. Alfred
Lyttelton (Con.), Mr. Goldman (Con.), and others.

The House will have the opportunity of voting on the largest 
Amendment first; then, if that fails, on the next largest; and if 
that, too, fails on the smallest of the three—the Conciliation 
Amendment.

This arrangement will give the least possible opportunity for 
any “ jockeying ” of the vote, or any evasion on the part of 
Members who want to get the credit for being Suffragists, but 
avoid giving their support to any practicable form of Women’s 
Suffrage. Each of these solutions will this time be voted on as 
a practicable solution. The House will know that, if it passes 
any one of them, that one will be thenceforward adopted as an 
integral part of the Government Bill. This consideration need 
not lead Conservatives to oppose the Women’s Suffrage Amend
ments. All that their favourable vote will mean is that if the 
Franchise Bill is to be passed they would prefer that it should 
include some women. A Conservative Member told a deputa
tion the other day that he would consider it illogical to vote for 
an Amendment to a Bill he disapproved of. An analysis of that 
Member’s voting on the Amendments to the Home Rule Bill 
reveals one long series of “illogical” acts! But of course 
such a contention is absurd. If you disapprove of a Bill all 
the more reason for getting it amended !

One great difficulty in the way of the passage of any Women’s 
Suffrage measure on former occasions has always been the 
question whether married women were to be included or not. 
If the Bill included them there were always some Members who 
said : “ Give votes to widows and spinsters, by all means, but 
it would never do for our wives to have votes. They might 
disagree with us; besides, anyhow, they have us to represent 
them.” The obvious reply to such argument is: “If your 
wives disagree with you how can you say you represent them? 
If you do represent them that means that their views are the 
same as yours, and in that case where is the harm in giving 
them votes? ” But these gentlemen were not moved by reason 
or logic. When, in deference to their objections, a measure was 
brought in excluding wives, the same people were found ex- 
claiming indignantly “ What! not give my wife a vote? Why.
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if any woman deserves a vote it is my wife, the pick of her 
sex.” Then there were always a certain number of Members 
who sat on the fence, though, as one of them said the other 
day, the position is very uncomfortable owing to over-crowding ! 
There was always one excuse or another for not voting for the 
particular measure of Women’s Suffrage which happened to be 
before Parliament. .

But this time every one will have an opportunity of voting for 
the kind of Women’s Suffrage he prefers. Everyone who 
believes in any kind of Women’s Suffrage at all must vote for 
the deletion of the word “ male,” as a necessary preliminary 
to discussing the question. Then the House must decide 
whether it desires to include all women, on the same terms as 
men, or women householders and wives of householders, or 
only those women who have the Municipal Vote.

Every one is agreed that the first of these proposals has no 
chance of passing. Men are too much afraid of putting women 
electors in a majority. It will have the support of the whole 
Labour Party, a section of the Liberal Party, and a few Con
servatives whose belief in political equality between men and 
wmen outweighs their fear of creating a large new electorate. 
But the amendment will have a big majority against it-

Of the two other Amendments, according to the latest esti
mates the smallest one (Women Municipal Voters only) seems 
at the moment, to have the best chance of passing. This would 
be very disappointing for Suffragists who have been building 
their hopes on the " Dickinson ” Amendment; but a quarter 
of a loaf is Better than no bread, and the passage of the Con
ciliation Amendment will at any rate break down the sex-barrier 
which at present excludes all women from any share of political 

reprezeptattomaxegtsesve out of account the vote of the Irish 
Party. It is common knowledge that the fate of the Women's 
saFace Amendments rests ultimately with them. It is probable 
that they can prevent the passage of any measure of Women s 
sukrapel It is certain that they can, if they choose, determine 
whether Women’s Suffrage, if carried at all, shall be carried in 
the form of the Dickinson or the Conciliation Amendment.

Women Lawyers in Russia.
(From Our Special Correspondent.)

St. Petersburg.
The Bill admitting women lawyers to the legal profession, 

having passed the Duma last session, was handed over to a 
Committee of the Council of the Empire, where a hot debate on 1 
the question took place a few days ago. The Conservative 
members of the Committee could not help agreeing with the rest 
as to the soundness of the underlying principle, acknowledging 
that it was both illogical and inconsistent to admit women, to ' 
the study of law without giving them the possibility of applying 
their knowledge in practice.

Yet the Conservatives tried to find some fault with the 
maintaining that the wording of it was not sufficiently clear and 
definite to admit of its being carried into law.

However, the advocates of Women’s Rights knew how 
defend their cause, and the Bill was accepted by the Committee 
in its original form and sent to the Council of the Empire, w ere 
it will be considered in the near future. Should the 
receive a majority there, it will become law, and a number 0 
young intellectual enthusiastic spirits will be added to the legs 
profession—all those women graduates who studied law Par"X 
for “love of the thing-,” partly because they hoped that some 
day they, too, will enjoy those rights that so long have been 
the privilege of one sex only.

The opening up of the legal profession will supply an urgent 
demand from wide areas of Russia, since the population of 
country districts is wholly without legal advice at presen. 
Women lawyers will be as welcome there as women doctors are, 
who, in a short time, succeeded in gaining the full confidence 0
the peasants.

A Persian Simile.
An address upon “ The Equality of Women ” was delivered at 

Essex Hall by Abdul Baha, in which he compared men 
women to the two wings of a bird, and pointed out that no l»r 
could fly upward unless both wings were strong and “= 
guided by a common impulse. He spoke of the courage an 
spirit of the Persian women and declared that the emancipatlo 
of women could not now be stopped. _________ _
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The Young Woman’s Career,

As the holiday time, which is marked out for the young at 
Christmas and the New Year, draws to a close, many mothers 
and one hopes, fathers are anxiously considering what course 
they should pursue with regard to the young daughters who 
have just left school, and with their new grown-up frocks and 
their still very adolescent ideas, have presumably come home 
to stop. Let the fathers and mothers—and let the aunts who 
care for their nieces—look around them and consider the situa
tion very carefully before any one settles that such a course is 
permissible for their beloved girl, on the threshold of her 
fortunes, anymore than for her brother.

The older people, looking round on their own generation, 
will see that about half of the women of their family and 
acquaintance have remained unmarried; and everywhere they 
may note the disadvantage of their economic position. They see 
those who, as girls 20 and 30 years ago, were content with 
an ordinary home life, who “ did the flowers," played tennis, and 
drove with their mothers over the long country roads to pay calls 
—now in middle-age turned out of their comfortable homes. 
They see many of them thrown into the hard world with small 
pittances on which to live out half their lives, with compara
tively expensive tastes, and with neither training, energy, nor 
inclination, after many years of idleness, to earn anything for 
their own support. These, women were brought up on the 
tacit understanding that their profession would be marriage; 
they were prepared for no other profession, but they were often 
enough given but small opportunity to secure a husband, and, 
therefore, maintenance. They did not marry; there was no 
one to marry them.

In those parts of London and of England where the resi
dents of the upper middle-class mostly congregate the propor
tion of the sexes between the ages of 30 and 35 (according to 
recent calculations) is about 1,800 women to 1,000 men. How 
is it possible that most women should marry? Let parents 
remember that it is impossible, as things are in England to-day, 
and let them give their daughters as good a professional train
ing as circumstances will permit. Professional women, of 
course, often marry; but they are not compelled to seek 
marriage as their only means of livelihood, or to accept any 
suitor, for economic reasons, who might be an undesired 
husband.

It may be readily admitted that while many professions and 
callings are now open to women, comparatively few are well 
paid. In choosing a profession for a girl it may, perhaps, be 
laid down as a rule that it should either be a pleasant and 
absorbing form of work, or else give promise of substantially 
improving prospects as years pass1. Those who are wedded 
to Art will be little likely to make a fortune; but those who 
begin life with typewriter and ledger should have a scheme of 
advancement to sweeten drudgery.

There are many different arts and crafts (as exemplified in 
the Englishwoman Exhibition, held at the Maddox Street 
Galleries in November) in which women with aptitude and 
cleverness may make a living’. Some few may do much better 
than this, according- to their qualities; but whoever serves Art 
in the studio, or the workshop, may look for much quiet happi
ness, and days and years of absorbing interest, combined, 
probably enough, with little more than the bare necessaries 
of life.

The business capacities of women have been in this country 
much neglected. It is notorious that the sons of business men 
very frequently fail to show any aptitude for their fathers’ pro- 
fessions, and many an eldest son, destined for a stool in his 
father’s office has rebelled at the fate assigned to him, and to 
the bitter disappointment of his elders declined a promising 
career. It is quite conceivable that the eldest daughter in such 
a family, if suitably educated, might prove to have capacity 
for the very part declined by her brother. Daughters often 
inherit their father’s qualities, and might in many ways prove 
themselves, as trusted head clerks or managers of departments, 
of the greatest help and comfort to their father in his declin
ing' years, while providing well for their own future..

Shopkeepers on a large scale should undoubtedly train their 
daughters, where a profession is desirable, to manage branch 
establishments; and there is reason to believe that a great 
number of well-educated women would much enjoy shopkeep- 
ing, and show great aptitude for commercial enterprises.

Housekeeping, on what might be called the grand scale, one 
would think, should be wholly in the hands of highly-trained 
and competent women. The State employs immense numbers 
of housekeepers, in commissariat departments great and small; 

and institutions of all sorts need (though they do not always 
have) at the head of catering departments tried and competent 
officials of unimpeachable probity. Those who take a social 
science training should bear such possibilities as those in mind.

Competent persons who are compelled to begin in a small 
way as clerk in an office should note that the secretarial pro
fession is not (as is commonly supposed) over-stocked with 
women. On the contrary, a really good secretary, with educa
tion' and experience, need never be a day without lucrative 
employment.

To the young woman of scientific tastes and suitable qualities 
the great medical profession has thrown open its doors; more 
hospitably indeed than many other professions at the present 
time. Of course, parents considering a career for their 
daughters must remember that the training for this profession 
takes at least five years, and the aspirant will need to bear in 
mind that these years will be strenuous ones. On the other 

- hand, it may be noted that good openings for the fully-trained 
medical woman tend to increase. At present no State provision 
is made in India for the medical attendance of the millions of 
purdah women living under our sway. One cannot but believe 
that before many years have passed the Government of the 
country will be calling for trained and competent women doctors 
for the Indian Empire, as well as for many official posts, at 
home and abroad, of which the present trend of legislation 
gives hints. . .

For those with scientific tastes who do not aspire to medicine 
as a career pharmacy offers useful and interesting' work- 
Doctors’ daughters, with a knowledge of dispensing, may, under 
the new regulations with regard to National Insurance, prove 
invaluable assistants at home, and may acquire under their 
father’s tuition professional knowledge which shall make them 
independent. - .

All parents seeking a career for their daughters will naturally 
obtain details regarding the different Civil Service posts open 
to women, and also the positions offered by the great teaching 
profession, in many ways one of the most honourable that a 
woman can pursue.

What is needed at this moment is that fathers should occupy 
themselves in seeing that suitable openings are secured for their 
young daughters when they are not able themselves to provide 
for them for life. Hitherto they have tried to place their sons 
and have left their daughters to do their own bargaining- Is 
it wonderful that they are exploited by their employers?

M. Lowndes.

The History of Learning.

Professor Patrick Geddes, whose “ Masques of Learning 
were recently produced with so much success in Edinburgh, 
has consented to give in London a course of five lectures on 
“ The History of Learning,” which may be regarded as a 
forerunner to the production of the Masques in the University o 
London. As Professor Geddes will deal in these lectures with 
the part women, as well as men, have taken in the history of 
world-culture, and as he has something to say on the dawning 
Future, as well as on the story of the Past, and the interpreta
tion of the Present, the course will be of especial interest to a 1 
women who are taking thought on the development of the race 

The lectures will be held at Crosby Hall, More s Garden, 
Chelsea, commencing on January 29th, at 8.15 p.m: Trer 
particulars can be obtained from J. Ross, Esq., 2, Mores 
Garden, Chelsea, S.W.

A Suffragist Medical Officer.

it is always pleasant to hear of keen Suffragists being com
mended for the excellence of their public work. One of the 
most recent examples is that of Miss Sophia Seekings, — 
B.S. D.P.H., a staunch supporter of the National Union of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies, who has been temporarily filling the 
post of Medical Officer of Health for Tottenham. Dr. Seekings 
was one of the first women to carry out the duties of this onerous 
post. At the end of her six months’ tenure, the Chairman of the 
Public Health Committee bore testimony to the efficiency with 
which she had fulfilled them, and the officers under her, so far 
from resenting feminine rule, worked their hardest during her 
tenure of office, and at its close combined to present her with a 
silver rose-bowl, bearing an inscription recording their esteem 
and respect.
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Women’s Suffrage and the 
Parliament Act.

An important reply was given by Mr. Asquith to a question 
asked in the House of Commons on Tuesday, December 31st.

Sir Henry Craik asked the Prime Minister whether the 
Solicitor-General expressed the view of the Government when he 
said, in the London Opera House on 4th December, that the Fran- 
chise Bill, with a Woman Suffrage Amendment, was secure in 
enjoying the full advantage of the Parliament Act; and whether 
a Bill, altered in a sense contradictory of a previous decision of 
the present House of Commons, would be one to which the Govern 
ment would be prepared, without any further appeal to the people, 
to apply the provisions of the Parliament Act?

To which Mr. Asquith replied :
My hon. and learned friend, in the speech to which the hon. 

Member refers, was, I am informed, careful to point out that what 
he was saying did not constitute any new declaration made either 
on behalf of the Government or of myself. I must refer the hon. 
gentleman to my own public declarations on the subject, to which 
at present I have nothing to add.

It will be seen that the significance of Mr. Asquith’s reply 
consists in his statement that Sir John Simon was careful to 
point out that what he was saying did not constitute “any new 
declaration.” So as Mr. Asquith challenged none of Sir John 
Simon’s conclusions, he has virtually admitted that what the 
Solicitor-General said on December 4th, does represent the 
intention of the Government as expressed in Mr. Asquith’s 
promises given in November, 1911.

It is worth while, therefore, to recapitulate the principal points 
made by Sir John Simon in this connection.

He dealt briefly with the first three pledges, pointing out that 
the first two have already been fulfilled, and that the third is 
a definite pledge which can undoubtedly be relied upon.

The Prime Minister—(applause)—speaking for the Government, 
and in the name of the Government, has made declarations, some 
of which Mr. Henderson has referred to to-day, and it is perfectly 
clear that the result of those declarations made by and on behalf 
of the Government, puts the question of Women’s Suffrage in a 
position vastly superior to the position which private individuals 
could ever put it in, and has created a Parliamentary opportunity 
of which the sincere friends of Women’s Suffrage ought now to 
take full advantage. *. .

Now, Mr. Asquith has, as I think is quite clear from his recorded 
statements, done four things, and we all know him to be a man 
who has great powers of clear and unambiguous statement. I 
trust that I can state in precise language what those four things 
are. In the first place, the Prime Minister announced the inten- 
tion of the Government to introduce, and the hope of the Govern- 
ment to carry into law, a Franchise Bill in this session of 1912. 
That was his first announcement. Ladies and gentlemen, here is 
the Bill: I hold a copy of it in my hands.

The second was this. Mr. Asquith promised that the Govern- 
ment Bill should be so drafted as to admit of amendments intro- 
ducing women to the Parliamentary franchise on other terms than 
men. Here, again, is the Bill, and when you turn to this Bill 
you will find that it is a Bill which, both by its title and its con
tents, precisely and exactly corresponds with the Prime Minister’s 
pledge.

In the third place, sir, he promised that the Government, as a 
Government, would not oppose such. Women’s Suffrage Amend- 
ments, but that the Government, as a Government, would leave 
the matter to the House of Commons as a whole. There again we 
have the most definite assurance upon which, I need hardly say, 
I rely unreservedly, and upon which I think every reasonable and 
candid citizen ought, in common decency, to rely.

Sir John Simon’s comments on the fourth promise are those 
which were called in question, and it will be seen that he spoke in 
perfectly definite terms. If Mr. Asquith had not intended his 
pledges to carry the interpretation put upon them by the Solicitor- 
General, he was bound to make this clear when questioned upon 
the subject in the House of Commons.

The following are Sir John Simon’s words :
Lastly, sir, Mr. Asquith said, in the fourth place, that he would 

promise that the Government would regard any amendment which 
enfranchised women, if it was carried by the House, as an integral 
part of the Bill, and would defend it in all its stages. (Applause.) 

Now on that I should like just to say a word or two. The Prime 
Minister pointed out that this question, of Women’s Suffrage from 
the Parliamentary point of view stands upon a footing entirely its 
own, because, of course, it is a question in which divisions of 
opinion, acute as they are, in no way correspond to the ordinary 
distinctions of party. And, since that is so, the Liberal Govern- 
ment, as a Government, is not able to propose Women’s Suffrage. 
The same thing would unquestionably be true if the Conservative 
Opposition were called upon to take up the work of Government 
in their turn. So far, the situation is a perfectly plain one. But 
it. is one thing for a Government to make itself responsible for 
initiating proposals for Women's Suffrage; it is quite another 
thing, when you are dealing with a question which Cuts athwart 
ordinary party associations and ordinary party antagonisms—it 
is quite another thing, I say, for a Government to give the House 

of Commons an opportunity, after free discussion, and without 
Government pressure direct or indirect—(applause)—of expressing 
its deliberate opinion. (Applause.) Now, sir, it is that deliberate 
decision of the House of Commons, when it has been incorporated 
into the Government Bill, which may then, as Mr. Asquith him- 
self has pointed out, fairly claim all the protection, all the 
support, which a Government, and a Government alone, can give 
to a Government measure. In fact, ladies and gentlemen, the 
measure—if and when that happens—the measure, I say, thus 
amended, becomes the Government measure. (Applause.) Private 
enterprise has failed to carry this reform into law for twenty-five 
years. What a Government measure can do, thus amended, by 
the deliberate judgment of the House of Commons, is quite 
another matter. Such a measure, as you have pointed out, sir, 
goes forward to the House of Lords with all the authority of the 
Government Bill. If it meets in the House of Lords with that 
fate which, in the past, has not infrequently overtaken the Bills 
of Liberal Governments—-if it does, well then it is secure in enjoy, 
ing, along with the Home Rule Bill and other measures of the 
Government, the full advantage of the Parliament Act. (Applause.) 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, that is what the Prime Minister has 
promised.

It will further be remembered that when Mr. Asquith gave the 
undertakings referred to, he ended his remarks by saying, "‘ We 
are prepared both in the letter and the spirit to carry out the 
whole of the pledges we have given you," and it is clear that 
two of these pledges—that the Reform Bill would go through 
all its stages in the Session of 1912, and that the Government 
would regard an amendment enfranchising women if carried as 
an integral part of the Bill, and defend it in all its stages, 
certainly implied the protection of the Parliament Act.

Conservatives and the Dickinson 
Amendment.

The new number of the Conservative and Unionist Women's 
Franchise Review contains an article by Lady Selborne upon 
“ The Political Outlook,” which should carry weight with all 
thinking men of her party. After a dignified introduction and 
a terse explanation of the position, the article proceeds :

" I canriot see myself on what ground's the Lyttelton amendment 
is held to be more favourable to the Conservative Party than the 
Dickinson amendment. The class of women enfranchised will be 
precisely the same. The great mass of women ratepayers are 
widows who were wives of householders, till their husbands died. 
They are older than the wives and poorer. They are supposed to 
favour the "Conservative candidates in municipal elections, but I 
think it is very doubtful if they are actuated by Conservative 
principles, or simply by a dread of higher rates. The Progressive 
Party in municipal politics is associated with high rates in most 
people’s minds, and to these poor people even the smallest rise cf 
rates is a very serious affair. But it does not follow that they will 
therefore be Conservative in a Parliamentary election. I am 
inclined to believe that, as a party, the Conservatives would reap 
most benefit from the enfranchisement of the wives. As a rule these 
would vote with their husbands, thus giving the married men 
greater power at the polls than the single men. And surely the 
family is the foundation of Conservatism. The care of children, 
the responsibility for their welfare, the desire that tranquillity 
may continue, the recognition of the importance of industrial 
stability, are the very roots of that sober and measured Conserva
tism, which finds its most direct expression in the Conservative 
Party, but we are glad to think, permeates all parties and all 
classes—at least among English people.

“ The truest friends of suffrage for women will pledge them- 
selves to vote for both these amendments in succession. Thus, and 
thus only, shall we be able to defeat the forces against us.”

The ‘ ‘ Lyttelton ’ ’ amendment would enfranchise women rate
payers ; the “ Dickinson ” amendment women householders and 
the wives of householders,

Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society.

At the first Annual Meeting of the Catholic Women’s Suffrage 
Society there was a very crowded attendance. Miss Jeffrey, 
the Secretary, read the report, showing that the membership 
was steadily increasing with vigorous branches, that the Society 
has now attained a definite recognised status, and was called 
upon by other Suffrage Societies to answer Catholic attacks 
from the Catholic standpoint, which in itself was a proof of the 
need of the Society. Miss Whately read the financial report, 
which, though showing a favourable balance, she declared was 
quite inadequate to the needs of the Society, such as the urgent 
need for larger office premises and the means for providing 
new branches, literature, meetings, etc., and she called upon 
all members and associates to make generous donations to the 
funds. Mrs. Meynell, Miss Christopher St. John, and Mrs. 
Walter Roch were elected as members of the committee in 
addition to the previous members of the committee, who were 
all re-elected.

The Women’s Suffrage Congress.

Active Preparations.

Frau Rosika Schwimmer, writing- on behalf of the Executive 
Committee of the Women’s Suffrage Congress, which is to be 
held at Buda-Pesth, June 15th-2oth, 1913, sends us the 
following communication as to the arrangements which are 
being made in preparation for this event:

“ On the proposal of Baroness George Banffy, it was decided 
to ask guests at private five-o’clock teas and parties which occur 
until the Congress, to pay a small sum for such social enter
tainment. This plan alone has brought the Treasury many 
hundred crowns.

“ In many families the children have saving-boxes for the 
Congress funds, the three Meller girls, the little Countess 
Haller Jancsi Kozma, who is a student of the High School, and 
an ardent Suffragist since she was four years of age, heading the 
list of these young collectors. Another girl student gives all 
her fees, received for coaching her fellow-students, to the Con
gress funds.

The proceeds of many cinematograph performances in town 
and country are also being devoted to the Cause.

“ Sports have also paid their tribute, on November 1st two 
well-known football clubs playing matches for the benefit of our 
funds.

“We are indebted to the Committee of Artists, presided over 
by the Countess Pejacsevich and the painter, Ritta Boemm, for 
a good sum. Our most prominent painters and sculptors, men 
and women, have made us presents of about 60 art products, 
which were sold at an auction, the popular writer and director of 
an artists’ cabaret, M. Endre Nagy, acting as auctioneer.

“ Financial and propagandist success have also been 
achieved by garden parties, bazaars, and lectures held in fashion
able bathing-places, principally in Trencs^n-Teplic, Tdtrafiired, 
and Titralomnic. To different Municipalities and Districts we 
are indebted for contributions to the funds, and many episodes 
show us how deep is the sympathy with our cause in all grades 
of the population.

“ The Society of Peasant Women (agricultural working- 
women) of the village of Balmazujvdros f.L, sent us 63 crowns, 
which these exceedingly poor women have collected amongst 
themselves. This gift we value more than many larger sums, 
as it means really a great sacrifice for our cause.
“A member of our Executive Committee was invited to dinner 

in a country town at a friend’s house. When leaving, she gave a 
‘ tip ’ of three crowns to the cook. But the cook asked the lady 
to give the sum to the Congress fund. * I cannot save any- 
thing, ’ she remarked, ′ as I want to keep my son decently, and 
this takes the whole of my wages, but I know that it is my duty 
to show that I am thankful to the movement which will improve 
the position of all women, and I beg you to give the tip to the 
Congress fund. ’ At the beginning of December we arranged a 
Christmas bazaar, with lectures by the Countess Teleki, the 
well-known writer Terka Lux, and the English Suffragist, Miss 
Cicely Corbett, which also brought us a good profit.

“ Propaganda has been carried out most ardently in all parts 
of the world. Everywhere placards and propaganda stamps are 
announcing ′ the great event of the year 1913,’ as an English 
paper called our coming Congress.

“ With regard to the arrangements for the Congress 
sessions, these are also proceeding with vigour. The 
Committee of Interpreters, under the organisation of Mme. 
de Szirmay, has been holding for more than a year 
courses in ‘conversation ’ in French, German, and English, so 
that the members of the Congress may find a band of competent 
helpers ready to hand. The Committee of Guides, presided over 
by Mme. Eugenie Miskolezy Meller, is preparing to look after 
the members of the Congress who are bent on sight-seeing. 
The Committee of Reception, of which Madame Olga Ungar is 
President, is arranging for suitable accommodation for the 
guests, and is also systematising proffered hospitality.

“ The Committee of Young People, under the care of Flora 
Bekdsky, is extremely active. The ′ Young People ’ will serve 
as Pages during the Congress; they must, therefore, be efficient 
in foreign languages, and must know the outline of the history 
of the women’s movement in different countries before the time 
when their services are needed.

“ The importance of the Congress is enhanced by the meeting 
of the Second Congress of the International Men’s League for 
Woman Suffrage, which will be held in Buda-Pesth at the same 

time. This will be presided over by the Hon. Sir John 
Cockburn.

“ Oriental women will take part for the first time in a Suffrage 
Congress. Ma Hla Oung, the leader of the Buddhistic women 
of Burmah, who is herself a Town Councillor, and her daughter, 
Mah Nee Nee; Chinese members of Parliament, and men and 
women of other Oriental countries are among the expected 
Congress guests. The Chinese women are bringing a purple 
silk banner on which this sentence is embroidered in Chinese 
letters: ′ Let us hold together, we are working for the same 
ideals. This banner they bring as a present to the International 
Alliance for Woman Suffrage.

Gems from "The Anti-Suffrage Review.”
The Anti-Suffrage Review continues to promote the gaiety of 

suffragist readers. From the January number we cull a few 
pearls. Lady Jersey, speaking at Banbury, is reported as 
saying :—

“ The making of laws was a very small matter. It was the 
carrying out of the law that was really of importance.”

We should dearly like to know how Lady Jersey would carry 
out a law if the law had not been made; and whether she thinks 
that an oppressive law is rendered less oppressive by being 
efficiently administered; whether, in short, it was more impor
tant in the days of slavery to ensure good treatment for slaves 
or to make a law enfranchising them.

On page 324, appears a paragraph headed Suffragist Aims, 
in the course of which Miss Margaret Ashton is quoted as say
ing- in Manchester on November 24th that “ Women never 
had been represented in the nation; they would bring an entirely 
fresh point of view.” The writer of the paragraph proceeds 
to the amazing statement that

" if these words mean anything it is that men are incapable of 
representing women in Parliament, and that in consequence 
Suffragists are determined to have women members of Parliament.”

Can the writer be honestly so unintelligent as all that ? Voters 
are represented in Parliament although they do not sit there. 
Non-voters are not represented. Where the non-voters form 
a whole sex, it is more than probable that there will be a collec- 
tive point of view which at present goes unrepresented, and 
of which the effect will be perceptible whether the representative 
elected belongs to that sex or not. There is no indication what
ever in the words quoted above from Miss Ashton’s speech of 
a desire for women members of Parliament.

Miss Pott, speaking at Portsmouth on December 12th, is 
reported as making the following statement:—

“ Women, as a body, were so busily engaged in their daily life 
with small details of the house that they did not develop the sense 
of relative values, and would therefore not make good voters.”

But, surely, people who do not develop a sense of relative 
values must make very trying wives and very injudicious 
mothers. Miss Pott’s argument 'that domestic duties as now 
carried on conduce to narrow-mindedness will be adopted with 
enthusiasm by the extreme sect of feminists. How unfor
tunate it is -for the anti-suffragists that they cannot prove their 
case without proving so much more,

Mr. Wenyon Samuel made some extremely perplexing 
remarks at Streatham on November 27th. He is reported as 
saying that

" the question as to whether women were in favour of the vote had 
been decided in the Bow and Bromley district by the Suffrage 
candidate being defeated by 800 votes.”

Is it possible that Mr. Samuel thinks the electors of Bow and 
Bromley are women? If not, how can the votes of men show 
what women think?

The Rumour of a General Election.
The rumour that a “ snap ” general election would be pre- 

cipitated in March has died as rapidly as it arose. We are 
informed on good authority that it never had a basis in fact 
The motives of those who spread it were amiably transparent 
They hoped to scare the divided Unionist Party into making up 
its differences without delay.

Miss I. O. Ford’s Letter.

We regret to hear that the letter of Miss Ford’s which we reprinted 
last week from The Daily Citizen was but an incomplete version of Ibat- 
which she originally wrote. The complete letter may now be found in 
The Labour Reader of Friday, January 3rd.
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Some New Books.
The Evolution of Suffrage. By Frank J. Scott. (Longmans.)

This tract, by an American author, is interesting to English 
women rather on account of its pronouncement upon Women’s 
Suffrage than on that of its scheme for providing a graduated 
voting power for different individuals, although there might be 
much to say for granting extra votes in return for services 
rendered to the community. As to the enfranchisement of 
women he is emphatic:

"‘ During forty years that the writer has been an attentive reader 
of discussion on the subject of Woman Suffrage he has failed to read 
or hear one valid reason or apology for the political disfranchise- 
ment of women.

" ... If it is on the whole for the best that [the ballot] 
should remain in the hands of every man, whatever his faults, how 
can we think that it would be unwise to place it in the hands of 
every woman, when every year of our lives shows us that the 
average influence of women in every grade of society is somewhat 
more refined, elevated, and purifying than that of the average of 
men?

" The writer knows of no example where women have been made 
associates of men in the performance of any private or public duty 

Where their influence has failed to be efficient and useful.”

* * *
A Home Help in Canada. By Ella C. Sykes. (Smith Elder, 

6s. net.)
During the present phase of our development as an Empire 

when the emigration of women from the old country to the 
Dominions oversea is becoming more widely recognised as an 
outlet for the energies of the " superfluous ” woman at home, 
nothing could he more valuable to those who are studying the 
question of colonisation, or who are contemplating emigration 
for themselves than this “ plain unvarnished record ” of the 
author’s six months* tour in Western Canada in 1911.

Being impressed by the fact that the labour of educated 
women is at present a drug in the market in England, Miss 
Sykes conceived the idea of making a personal investigation of 
the possible openings for educated women in Western Canada, 
but feeling that her impressions, if given from the point of view 
of an onlooker might be misleading, or at all events, too opti- 
mistic, she determined courageously to obtain “inside.” in
formation of home life in the Dominion by offering her services 
during part of the tour as a “ Home help,” the Canadian 
equivalent to the “ Mother’s help " of our own domestic circle.

The volume gives what is evidently the sincerest of records 
of the adventure, and the minute descriptions of the home life 
which she shared in her five positions as domestic helper, not 
only contain most valuable information for women who desire 
to try life in the Dominion, but are extremely diverting- reading 
from the general reader’s point of view. The glimpses thus 
afforded of domestic happening's on a dairy farm, on a chicken 
ranch, on prairie farms, and in a town house all reveal the 
activity, the efficiency and the general kindliness of the average 
Canadian, but no whitewashing of unpleasant characteristics-, and 
no concealment of disadvantages encountered is evidenced; the 
author even going the length of telling the complete truth of 
how she frequently found the badly-trained children and ill- 
behaved babies on the farms a great trial to both nerves and 
patience.

Incidentally, travelling arrangements and the housing accom
modation for women immigrants is described, the various occu
pations and professions open to women in Canada are noted, 
and the author spares no trouble to make clear the type of 
Englishwoman who is likely to make a successful colonist. 
" Canada is the land of Youth and Hope, she remarks. 
" Everyone seems to have a sense of the great opening and pos
sibilities there are in the country, and this helps the new-comers 
to tide over many a rough bit; but the life is not an easy one in 
many ways, and the hardships would be intolerable to a middle- 
aged woman wedded to English comforts.”

And in this short extract the pith of the author’s advice seems 
to be contained.

* * *
Margaret Ethel MacDonald. By J. Ramsay MacDonald. 

(Hodder and Stoughton. 3s. 6d. net.)
The life story of this strenuous worker for the common weal 

is not only a fitting tribute to the individual, but is valuable as 

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, Birmingham.

a record of many social movements during the latter end of 
the nineteenth and the beginning of the present century, so 
closely did Margaret MacDonald identify herself with the social 
progress of her times. Fortunately, her biographer—although 
her husband—has been able to detach himself from the personal 
point-of-view, and the picture he has succeeded in giving gains 
thereby in breadth and usefulness. We are thus enabled to 
watch from the inside the work of many of the movements for 
social reform which, from small beginnings, have already become 
powerful weapons for the protection of women and children, and 
we hear with amazement of the wide activities of such groups as 
the Women’s Industrial Council and the Women’s Labour 
League, of which Margaret MacDonald was one of the ablest 
of the pioneers. Her biographer permits us also to gain some 
insight into her wonderful method of work, by which it was 
possible for her to continue service to the public in the midst 
of her active duties as wife and as mother. But, above all, we 
obtain a glimpse of the motive power, of the strong, serene soul 
that made the strenuous life not only possible, but joyous. It 
would indeed be difficult to read through these pages without 
feeling the inspiration which comes from contact with a noble 
spirit that has “ battled for the right ” during the whole period 
of its sojourn on earth, and the book is certain of a sympathetic 
reception from all those who are following the course of the 
women’s movement in our land.

* * *
Housecraft. By Marguerite Fedden. (Gill and Sons, lod. 

net.)
Into this small volume is compressed an incredible amount of 

useful information, nearly all of which should be stored in the 
head of a woman who is keeping house; the proper manner of 
patching, the order of proceeding in “ turning out ” a room, 
recipes for cleaning materials, the way to re-make a mattress, 
washing a pillow, upholstering a wicker chair, etc. The instruc
tions are brief and clear, and the indented headings in larger 
print facilitate reference.

* * . *
The Englishwoman.

The first subject dealt with in the January number of The 
Englishwoman is naturally the Franchise Bill, whose fate will 
probably be settled before the appearance of the February one. 
Mrs. Fawcett enumerates the many falsehoods that have been 
propagated with the object of defeating the amendments in
tended to enfranchise women; touches, not without scorn, upon 
the use made by professed supporters of “militancy” as an 
excuse for broken promises, and finishes with a sentence that 
should carry weight in political circles. Speaking of “ party 
wire-pullers and party leaders,” she says —

‘ Merely from the party view, they may be well advised 
to consider how far they are acting with judgment and dis
cretion in alienating- the sympathy and support of what 
before long will be a powerful element in the electorate.”

Of the letter from Mr. Acland, which comes next,, it is not 
necessary to speak, because it was reprinted from the pages of 
the Englishwoman in last week’s Common Cause. The articles 
upon " The Working Day,” “Women in the Civil Service,” 
" The Foreign Variety Stage,” and " A Promising Defeat,” 
are worthy of particular attention.

Books Received.

The White Slaves of London. By W. N. Willis. (Stanley 
Paul, is. net.)

Experiments in Industrial Organisation. By Edward Cad
bury. (Longmans, 5s. net.)

The Englishwoman’s Year Book and Directory, 1913- 
(A. and C. Black, 2s. 6d.)

The Scriptural Eve. By Mrs. Bushnell. (Published by the 
author, ioa, Drayton Park, Highbury, N.)

The Dial : A Magazine for Churchwomen and Others.
(Simpkin Marshall, 3d. monthly.)

The Vineyard (January). (A. and C. Fifield, 6d. net.)

In Parliament. _
Reckless Motoring.—On New Year’s Eve Mr. Snowden 

inquired about the case of a man who had by reckless driving 
of a motor car killed a woman at Blackpool, and who on con
viction (his sixth conviction for reckless driving) was fined £10 
and deprived of a licence for two years. Mr. Ellis Griffith, in 
replying, gave details of the case. At an hour when audiences 
were just leaving places of amusement and the roadway was 
crowded with people, this man drove along the Blackpool pro
menade at a speed of from 16 to 20 miles an hour. The Home 
Office, when the facts came to its knowledge, consulted with 
the Director of Public Prosecutions about taking proceedings 
for the manslaughter of the woman; but considering that the 
offence took place as long ago as October, and had twice been 
investigated in a court of law, it was “ somewhat reluctantly ” 
concluded that further proceedings would scarcely be justified. 
Nor did an increase in the legal penalty appear necessary since 
a person convicted for the second time of dangerous driving can 
be sentenced to three months’ imprisonment without the option 
of a fine. A circular has recently been issued to justices in 
which their attention has been called to the importance of im
posing an adequate punishment for serious offences, such as 
dangerous driving.

It would have been interesting to learn the social status of 
this Blackpool gentleman, and that of his victim; but these 
particulars did not appear in either question or answer.

* * *
An Artilleryman and his Uniform.—On January 1st, Mr. 

Rowlands asked whether attention had been called to a case 
mentioned on December 26th at Woolwich Police Court, in 
which an artilleryman had rescued a woman from drowning, 
and in so doing had damaged his uniform, and whether there 
were any means whereby a soldier might, in such circumstances, 
be relieved from any claim of the regimental authorities in re
spect to such damage. Colonel Seely did not enter into any 
details, but said that if the facts were found to be as stated, Mr. 
Rowlands might rest assured that the artilleryman would not 
suffer financially in any way.

* * *

The Pure Milk Bill.—We greatly regret that there is no 
definite prospect of the Milk Bill’s second reading. Mr. 
Stanier enquired on the 1st of January when it would be taken, 
and was told by the Prime Minister that he was not in a posi
tion to make any statement at present. To a second question 
whether it would be taken this session or not, Mr. Asquith 
showed himself equally impenetrable. It looks as though the 
Milk Bill would have to wait for the advent of women voters.

* * *
Death Sentences.—Sir William Byles made enquiries on 

December 31st as to the number of death sentences pronounced 
upon women which have not been carried out as compared with 
similar sentences not carried out in the case of youths under 
twenty. He was informed that in the course of the last seven 
years, 21 women were sentenced to death and one executed. 
The number of youths condemned was nine, of whom four were 
executed.

Returning to the subject on January 2nd; Sir William asked 
Mr. McKenna whether he could see his way to extending the 
clemency usually shown in the case of women to lads “ who 
have not yet reached the age of manhood, nor assumed the 
duties and responsibilities of citizenship?” Mr. McKenna 
replied in the negative, on the ground that the great bulk of the 
cases in which clemency had been extended to women, the crime 
had been the murder of an infant child. It thus appears that, 
even including’ such cases, only an average of three women per 
annum, out of the vast population of these islands, are found 
guilty of killing a fellow creature.

* * *
Children in a Workhouse.—From the answer to a 

question asked by Lord Ninian Crichton-Stuart, it appeared 
that there were no less than 59 children from two to thirteen 
in the workhouse at Kilmallock, in Ireland, and that of all these 
only about five were “ orphan or deserted children " within 
the meaning of the Pauper Children (Ireland) Act, and that, 
therefore, more than 50 were ineligible for boarding out. The 
Guardians are reported by Mr. Birrell to be considering the 
matter. Meanwhile more than fifty children remain where 
everybody knows and admits that children should not be allowed 
to remain—in the workhouse.

Women’s Suffrage in 
Denmark.

[The following article, communicated to the « Common 
Cause in Danish, from a correspondent in Holback, 
Denmark, was translated by her son, himself a good 
suffragist.]

In the fight which is at present in progress between the 
Government and the Opposition in the Danish Rigsdag, it is 
encouraging for an active sympathiser with the cause of Woman 
Suffrage to find that the proposal for the enfranchisement of 
women is an integral part of the Government’s Bill for amend
ing the Constitution of 1849. Such a Bill requires to be passed 
through both Houses of Parliament and then submitted to the 
country through the medium of a General Election. If the 
Government is returned to power, and succeeds in getting the 
Reform Bill passed through both Houses, it then becomes the 
law of the land.
. At present the age-limit for political franchise is 30, and it 
is now proposed to reduce this to 25 years for both women 
and men. The present position is this—that the Bill has passed 
the Lower House by 95 votes to 12, only six members abstain- 
ing from voting.

This is a bare outline of the matter as it stands to-day, and 
while the Opposition, a couple of days before Christmas, pub
lished a manifesto containing counter proposals as a basis for 
negotiations and compromise, the actual question of Woman 
Suffrage was left. intact. It is indeed satisfactory to know 
that there is practical unanimity in the whole of the present” 
(male) electorate on this point, and when it is borne in mind 
that the women of Denmark are on the threshold of obtaining 
not only the right to vote, but also of becoming eligible to 
represent constituencies in their Parliament, it will be realised 
by all what an immense step forward is about to be taken. 
There can be little doubt that the efficiency with which women 
have taken up their duties in municipal affairs, in the adminis
tration of the Poor Law and schools, as well as in the profes
sional and business life of the nation, has helped to ripen opinion 
and to pave the way for placing upon the shoulders of the 
women of Denmark equal responsibility with the men of that 
country for the good or bad government of their common 
heritage.

It will be seen that quite a large amount of work, as outlined 
above, still requires to be done, but the first and most important 
step has been taken, and it is now merely a matter of time and 
patience; but then the patience of women has been on trial 
since the world began, and will, without a doubt, last another 
year or two. All credit must be given to the splendid work 
done by the men who have remained true to their word and have 
thereby served their own interests best. The fact that 
movement for the enfranchisement of women in Denmark 
met with such an immediate response is probably due to 
thing- more than any other—unity !

It is the sincere wish of the writer that the movement in 

the 
has 
one

the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland will meet from 
the members of their House of Commons a measure of encourag- 
ment that will lead to the inclusion in the proposed Franchise 
Bill of a clause giving to women the political vote upon the same 
terms as to men. That the New Year will see this accom
plished is the earnest hope of an old worker for the Common
Cause. (Mrs.) K. Sophus.

Progress in Belgium.

A National Federation for Women’s Suffrage has been formed 
in Belgium. At last Belgian women of all Parties are awaken
ing to the need for enfranchisement, and Belgium will be duly 
represented at the Buda-Pesth Congress. Of the three Parties 
in the country, the Roman Catholic professes to favour Women’s 
Suffrage, so does the Socialist in theory, while the Liberals, a 
small Party, are opposed. Though there are many steps and 
devious roads between theory and practice, it is possible that 
some unexpected political combination may suddenly make the 
question of Women’s Enfranchisement an immediate issue, and 
to that end, women of all Parties, while retaining perfect inde
pendence for their several Societies, have formed the Federation 
for Women’s Suffrage.

News from Ontario.
A woman, Miss E. L. Reynolds, has been appointed to the 

post of county treasurer at Wellington, Ontario. The salary 
is 250 a year; there were three other candidates, and the 
voting in the municipal council occupied the whole night.
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Notes from Headquarters
The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies.

President: Mbs. HENRY Fawcett, LL.D. -
Hon. Secretaries:

Miss K. D. COURTNEY
Miss Edith PALLISER } (Parlia- 
Miss CATHERINE MARSHALL J mentary)
Miss EMILY M. LEAF (Press).

Miss L B. O’MALLEY (Literature).
Hon. Treasurer:

Mbs. AUERBACH.
Secretary:

Miss GERALDINE COOKE.

Offices: Parliament Chambers, 14, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, S.W.

Annual General Meeting.
The Annual General Meeting is fixed for Thursday, February 

27th, and will be continued the following day if necessary. We 
are still seeking the ideal hall, and this year we have engaged 
the Holborn Town Hall, and greatly hope it may prove com
fortable and convenient. It is in the Gray’s Inn Road, and 
many trams and omnibuses pass the door. Full particulars 
win be sent out with the formal notice of the meriting.

Literature Department.
Now that all the Societies are engaged in work in support of 

the amendments to the Reform Bill it may be appropriate to 
call attention once more to the literature which is specially 
suitable for this campaign. I should like to make an earnest 
appeal to all members to distribute our two pamphlets to 
all the electors they know or can approach. “ The True End 
of Government,” by Miss Maude Royden, and “ Working Men 
and Women’s Suffrage,” by Miss Margaret Robertson. The 
latter is specially suitable for working men, the former does 
equally well for all men. The pamphlets only cost a penny 
each, and if every member of a National Union Society, who 
is willing to spend even sixpence in this way, will distribute 
half-a-dozen of them, much will be accomplished.

The leaflets which are recommended for giving away at this 
time are :

B.90. Ministers’ Pledges ” (new this week) (is. 4d. per
100).

B.86. Women’s Suffrage 
BILL (is. per 100).

B.88. HOW ARE WE TO GET 

Amendments to the Reform

Women's Suffrage Included
IN the Franchise Bill? (6d. per 100).

B.89. The Labour Party and the Reform Bill (for 
Labour Constituencies) (6d. per 100).

B.82. The Question OF the Moment.
National tUnion Literature is now sent post free. Will 

not every member lay in a small supply (or a large one !) either 
from her own Society, or from the National Union Office, 14? 
Great Smith Street, London, S.W., and do a little special dis
tribution during the next fortnight?

I. B. O’Malley.

Press Department.
Women’s Suffrage will, of course, be the dominant issue in the 

more progressive sections of the Press during the coming fort
night, though in some reactionary quarters there are still signs 
of a desire to shelve discussion.

The Labour Leader is doing us the most excellent service. 
Last week’s issue contained Mrs. Swanwick’s article on 
" Nationalists and Suffrage: What the Labour Party Can Do.”

“ One conceives that Labour men might use their influence with 
the Nationalists to make them see that the broader and deeper view 
of the situation will in the long run also prove the wiser for the 
Nationalist Cause. For be it remembered, the ‘ run ’ will last at 
shortest two more years. During that period the Nationalists will 
have to maintain a majority for Home Rule, and it is surely an 
axiom of political sagacity that, whereas the fury of your 
opponents may be a sign of your strength, the dissatisfaction, the 
anger, and the alienation of your own side is the cause of defeat. 
The preponderance of the Suffragist sympathy is on the Govern
ment side of the House; do the Nationalists think they will im
prove their position by offending their own majority? . . .

“ They cannot afford to be too cynical. At their peril will they 
forget that their claim rests upon abstract principles of self- 
government and democracy. If they in effect deny the application 
of these principles, to women, they either weaken the hold or 
they convince women that Nationalists have, as a matter of fact, 
no such principles and only pretend to them.”

This week a Suffrage supplement to the Labour Leader 
appears containing a series of most interesting articles from 
J. Keir Hardie, M.P., Philip Snowden, M.P., Arthur Hender
son, M.P., Miss Margaret Robertson, Miss M. Llewellyn Davies 
and many others. This could not have been issued at a more 
opportune moment, for before the end of January, the decision 
of the House of Commons on the amendments will have been 
pronounced, and the Labour Party will also have held its Con-
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ference and have had the opportunity of proving its determina
tion to stand by no settlement which excludes women. Every 
member of the National Union should see this number, and take 
steps to promote its circulation, especially amongst the Labour 
men and women.

The leading article in the Daily Citizen on Monday, January 
6th, also set forth forcibly and emphatically the grounds which 
should induce the Irish Party even on the ground of their own 
interests alone to support the Women’s- Suffrage amendments.

“ We say without hesitation that the exclusion of women from 
the rights and obligations of citizenship, is the deepest of all 
remaining political wrongs, that the enfranchisement of women is 
the most urgent and pressing of all political reforms. On this 
question the Government is pledged to accept and loyally abide by 
the unfettered judgment of the House of Commons, and any mem- 
ber of the Government going back on this pledge would make 
himself ridiculous and dishonourable. It is our deliberate and 
considered opinion that the Irish Nationalist members whose votes 
will mainly determine this question, could strike no greater blow 
against the Home Rule Movement, now happily on the very verge 
of victory, than to attempt the defeat of women’s enfranchisement.” 

We may confidently regard this admirable article as a prelude 
to the strong support which will be afforded by the Daily Citizen 
to the representatives of its Party who are so strenuously fight- 
ing our battle in the House of Commons.

The Daily Herald is devoting two special columns daily to 
the discussion of Women’s Suffrage, and two articles by Miss 
Maude Roy den and Miss Mary Lowndes appeared this week 
on January 4th and January 7th.

Parliamentary.
Our Federations and Societies have responded splendidly, 

as we knew they would, to the request'from our friends in 
Parliament for statistics of support for Women’s Suffrage from 
all parts of the country, though the request came just at Christ
mas time when no one had much leisure. The reports show 
much keen activity, and some excellent work which has been 
done in the Federations. They also show what a strong body 
of support there is in the country for granting the. suffrage to 
women. A summary will be given in next week’s Common 
Cause. Specially good records have been sent in by the East 
Midlands, Manchester and District, North Eastern, Oxford, 
Berks and Bucks, Bedfordshire, Surrey, Sussex and Hants, 
North and East Ridings, West Riding, West Lancashire, 
W. Cheshire, N. Wales, and the Scottish Federations.

The situation in Parliament changes from day to day, and 
it may be necessary to make yet further demands on our 
Societies. They may rest assured, however, that there is a 
definite and important purpose behind everything we may ask 
them to do; and that by responding, as they have responded 
this time, they are helping very materially to bring victory 
nearer. . C. E. Marshall.

(Hon. Pari. See? pro tem.)

Election News.
Two vacancies have occurred in the House of Commons 

necessitating by-elections—one in Flint Boroughs, N. Wales, 
occasioned by the death of Mr. J. Summers, and the other in 
Londonderry City, Ireland, by the death of the Duke of Aber- 
corn and the succession of the Marquis of Hamilton to the title.

Flint Boroughs.—At the time of going to press the Liberal 
candidate has not been chosen, so that we are not yet in a 
position to state what line of action the National Union will 
pursue. It is improbable that it will be a case for the Election 
Fighting Fund.

Londonderry.—The Londonderry election is at present com
plicated by the threatened, candidature of an Independent 
Unionist. The National Union will, of course, take no part in 
this election. ■ .—-— 

Treasurer’s Notes.
At the beginning of the New, Year we look back with pride 

on the income of last year; not only do we congratulate every 
member of the Union on the splendid spirit shown in raising 
so large a sum, but on the immediate and striking growth of 
the N.U.W.S.S., both in size and prestige—and, therefore, in 
Power to serve the cause. Nevertheless, after one such back- 
ward glance, we must hurry forward again, and our immediate 
task must be to consider whether the finances at Headquarters 
are in a condition to support its general activity at this-critical 
time, or, if not, what still has to be done.

Briefly, we estimate, that we need another £1,000 to enable 
us to go "full steam ahead ” for the next six months. We 
want additional subscriptions (which are always dear to the 
heart of a Treasurer) or donations at once, so that this sum 
may be made up. Who will send a New Year’s gift?

F. M, Sterling. 
(Treasurer pro tem:).
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News from the Societies and Federations pectoral Reform Bill and eloquently proved to her 
audience the necessity for this. Miss Williamson 
seconded the Resolution, which was adopted by the 
meeting. Proceedings were sympathetically reported 
in the local paper.

Social Reform in India.’

The Federations.
North-W estern. 1

CABLISLE.—On Deo. 3rd Miss E. C. Matravers ad- 
dressed, by invitation, the local branch of the Bogie 
Democratic Party. The attendance was small and the 
audience refused to support any narrower amendment 
for the enfranchisement of women than . adult . sutrage, 
but much interest was shown and a hearty invitation given 
to “ come again.” On Deo. 13th Miss Teasdale invited 
her friends to a small meeting at her house at Houghton. 
Owing to bad weather only about a dozen were present. 
Miss Evans gave an interesting account of the more 
elementary reasons why women need the vote. Mrs. 
Reay made a short speech and then asked all who were 
in favour of Women’s Suffrage to put up their Lands; 
there was only one dissentient. On Dec. 16th Miss Evans 
addressed a meeting of the Women's Co-operative Guild. 
She explained the present position of Women's Suffrage, 
and referred to its progress in other lands. A Reso- 
lution in favour of the inclusion of women in the 
Reform Bill was carried unanimously. Some discussion 
followed on the apathy of many working women towards 
Women's Suffrage, both Municipal and Parliamentary, 
and Miss Evans suggested that members of the Guild 
should try to get up weekly cottage meetings to study 
the subject.

CONIXTON.—The Junior Corps has met three times 
and numbers now twenty-four. They listen to a short 
address on State and Patriotic affairs and then have 
games. Each meeting elects a Chairman, minutes are 
read and signed, and the meeting conducted like, a 
grown-up one. The Post Card Campaign is being carried 
on, and Resolutions have been asked to be passed by 
the Conservative Men's Association, the Unionist 
Women's Association, the Men's Liberal Association, 
The Women's Liberal Association , " The Oddfellows’ 
Loyal J. Ruskin Lodge,” "The Rising Sun Lodge," and 
the " Domestic Comfort Lodge." The Society was started 
at the end of June, and numbers 30 members. It is 
affiliated to the Central, and will be affiliated to the 
N.-W. Federation shortly.

FORTON AND COCKERMOUTH.—On Nov. 20th Miss 
Norma Smith addressed the members of the Click ’Em 
Club at the Yew Tree Hall, Forton. A mixed company 
of old and young was gathered to the number of 50 
or 60, and listened intently to Miss Norma-Smith’s 
interesting and lively speech. At the close a great 
many questions were asked, and it was felt that a 
good beginning had been made in that village. On 
Nov. 22nd a large meeting of men and women was held 
in the Christ Church Parish Room; Mr. .Wilfred Irwin 
took the Chair. The Chairman showed himself to be a 
thorough-going supporter of the claims of women to 
political enfranchisement. Miss Norma-Smith gave an 
address that was listened to with attention by a 
friendly audience. Before the close of the meeting 32 
persons gave in their names as willing to join a local 
Society. On Dec. 16th a Society was formed for 
Cockermouth and the neighbourhood, and it was de- 
cided to affiliate with the N.W. Federation and the 
National Union of Women's Suffage Societies.

New Forest Society deeply regrets the death of Miss 
Rose Helsby, the energetic Lymington Secretary and 
Poor Law Guardian. Mrs. Basset lectured at Mrs. 
Hilson's, Camber ley, on Nov. 28th, on the County 
Council scheme for school clinics; entrance-money was 

charged, and non-controversial discussion followea. 
Camberley has gained many "Friends."

BRIGHTON AND HOVE.—During December Miss Pick- 
worth successfully addressed a Mothers' Meeting on the 
White Slave Traffic. Mrs. Timpany addressed the 
Women’s Co-operative Guild on the same subject, all non- 
members present becoming "Friends." Mrs. Peters ad- 
dressed business girls at Miss Geugonet's, Miss Pice- 
worth presiding. Nine prominent men explained why 
they advocated Women's Suffrage in York Place Hall on 
the 10th, Mr. Goodfree in the Chair. The Resolution 
was carried unanimously. Dr. Drysdale and Mrs. Tim- 
pany debated versus Mrs. Norris and the Rev. A. 
Storrow at the Y.M.O.A., the Suffragists winning by 
4 votes. Miss Sharpe and Mr. Rothwell addressed 
cottage women at East Boldre on Dec. 6th, their first 
Meeting, encouraging existing "Friends " and gaining 
others.

The Editor of the Sandown Chronicle and Miss Marsh 
debated versus Mr. New and the Rev. W. T. Storre for 
the Christchurch Church of England Men's Society, 
winning their Resolution in favour of women municipal 
voters, despite a strong “ anti " audience.

The Ryde Society has held its first Members' and 
Public Meetings with help from Mrs. Dempster and the 
Shanklin Secretary. Miss Sylvia Clarke spoke at the 
Aldershot " Social " on Sweating and the White Slave 
Traffic, Miss Milton presiding. Miss Aston and Miss 
Page-Henderson acted a dialogue cleverly, and Miss 
Bensy danced charmingly. Mrs. Abbot spoke at Purley, 
Mr. Gibson, the host, presiding, and gained some mem- 
bers and Friends. Miss Milton addressed cottage-women 
at Mrs. Haynes’s, Tongham, with success.

REDHILL AND REIGATE.—This division sent their 
M.P. a Memorial, soliciting his support to the Reform 
Bill Amendments, signed by 369 representative persons 
and pelitical Committee-members; 305 approved the 
Dickenson Amendment. The M.P. received a large depu
tation.

South-Western.
PLYMOUTH.—On November 27th the Co-operative 

Lecture Hall was crowded to hear Miss Abadam's 
powerful address to women. There was a good collection 
and a ready sale for pamphlets. Many went to hear 
Miss Abadam again on the following Saturday, when ' 
she spoke for the Roman Catholic League for Woman 
Suffrage, who are forming a society here. On Dec. 4th 
a successful Bazaar was held at Kinton Hall. Concerts 
were given during the afternoon and evening, and 
these, with 6d. teas and suppers and the proceeds of 
the work stall, brought in a total of over £13, which 

leaves the Society clear of debt and a small balance 
in hand.

TEIGNMOUTH.—A large and influentially attended 
meeting to protest against the White Slave Traffic was 
held in the Town Hall, Nov. 30th. The Chair was taken 
by the Rev. B. B. Liptrott (Vicar of W. Teignmouth), 
supported by clergy of all denominations. An address 
on the White Slave Traffic was given by Miss Abadam, 
who said that she was convinced that no Act on the 
subject under discussion would be worth the paper it 
was printed on unless women had the political power 
to see its provisions carried out. The Rev. J. C. A. 
Bohn proposed and the Rev. J. Aldington seconded, a 
resolution calling on the Government to deal adequately 
with the White Slave Traffic.

WADEBRIDGE.—On Nov. 26th Miss Abadam gave 
an address to women at the Town Hall, on the White 
Slave Traffic, and there was a very fair attendance. 
Miss Walford, the Federation Organiser, occupied the 
Chair. Miss Abadam was listened to with deep atten- 
tion, and a few new members joined.

Surrey, Sussex and Hants.
The Woking Discussion Circle discussed “Syndica- 

lism," Assistance for Working Mothers and Industrial 
Co-partnership during November. The Guildford Garden- 
produce Sale on Nov. 9th, realised £20 6s. 2d. for 
Federation funds. Godalming, Woking, Camberley, 
Esher, New Forest and Reigate all helped. Lady 
Roberts presided, in Sir Owen’s absence, at a good Meet- 
ing at Normandy, on Nov. 22nd, when Mrs. Basset 
spoke, 5 members joining. The Lady Frances Balfour and 
Mr. Rolleston Stables spoke at Ripley on Nov. 25th, 
Miss Baker in the Chair. The large audience included 
many men.

On Nov. 9th Lady Scott Moncrief organised a varied
entertainment, with speeches, at Elstead, Godalming. 
Godalming made £10 16s. 2d. by a Rummage Sale at 
Hascombe on Nov. 13th; Miss Corbett addressed large 
audiences, including many men, in the afternoon and 
evening. The Meetings and sale were excellently organ- 
ized by the Misses Beddington. Mrs. Bonwick, Dr.
Stancomb and Mrs. Foley addressed 
Eastleigh, Milton, Ringwood, Lymington 
hurst in November, Lady Selborne
Brockenhurst. Mrs. Bonwick's arduous 
excellent fruit; she was sometimes sole

meetings at 
and Brocken- 
presiding at 
services bore 
speaker. The

West Midland.
WORK IN DECEMBER.—Our Federation workers and 

organisers have been chiefly occupied this month with 
the getting up of Deputations, and the formation of new 
Societies in the. potteries—a very important area—which, 
up to now, has been practically unbroken ground. Miss 
Chambers and Mrs. Cooper have done excellent work 
there. A good Society of 50 members has been started 
at Stoke, which promises well. A deputation to Mr. 
Outhwaite took place, the result of which was satis- 
factory. Mrs. Cooper organised an excellent Deputation 
to Sir A. G. Boscawen at Dudley on Dec. 21st. The 
Deputation was introduced by Alderman Cook, and in- 
oluded voters representing Dudley, Brierly Hill, Nether- 
ton, Tipton, and Cradley Heath. Sir A. G. Boscawen, in 
reply said that he would vote for the deletion of the 
word “male”; that he would also vote for the 
Conciliation Amendement, as well as the wider 
Municipal Franchise, and further, that he was much in- 
clined to support the Dickinson No. 2 Amendment. In 

reference to the third reading, he refused to commit 
himself. . . ___ .

Miss Sugden has done good work in the Kingswinford 
and Droitwich Constituencies, where she was sent by 
the National Union to arrange Deputations to Mr. 
Lyttelton and Mr. Staveley Hill. As these were found 
impossible at the present time, a Memorial to Mr. Hill 
and a " signed ” letter to Mr. W. Lyttelton were cirou- 
lated in their respective constituencies, and most in- 
fluential signatures were secured, as well as promises 
to take part in Deputations later on, if found necessary.

Good propaganda has also been carried on . in Leo- 
minster, which resulted in a public meeting being held 
on Dec. 5th, at which Mr. Theodore Neild presided. The 
speakers were Lord .Lytton and Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 
and the interest then aroused will, it is hoped, be 
shortly followed up by the formation of a Leominster 
Society.

Mrs. Ellis Talbot was the hostess at the Drawing-Room 
Meeting in the afternoon, and in the evening a public 
one was held in the Town Hall, Stourport, Canon 
Buckle presiding, at which there was a large and in- 
terested audience, consisting to a great extent of men.

BIRMINGHAM reports several meetings held during the 
month, and a number of small ones in the evening 
for the “Friends of Women's Suffrage." The Central 
Executive Committee of this Society is trying to arrange 
Sub-Committees in the distant suburbs to organise local 
work; one such Committee has already been formed for 
Erdington, and a capital meeting held on the 9th, when 
Miss Muriel Matters was Speaker and the Chair taken 
by the Rev. W. 0. Roberts, of Rugby. Letters to Members 
of Parliament have been sent out in large numbers, 
in accordance with Mrs. Fawcett's request. A Mem- 
orial to Mr. Steel Maitland has been worked in his Con- 
stituency.

KIDDERMINSTER reports that on Dec. 12th two 
excellent meetings were held in the neighbourhood of 
their Society, and organised by them, . Miss Muriel 
Matters being the Speaker on both occasions.

NUNEATON.—A meeting was held on Dec. 9th at 
St. Joseph's School, when Mrs. MoTrusty (Treasurer) 
read avery interesting paper on "Women's Suffrage: 
At Home and Abroad.”

ROSS reports an excellent Public Meeting held in 
the Corn Exchange on Deo. 13th— the first organised by 
this young Society—and it was a great success. The 
Countess of Selborne presided, and the Speakers were 
Miss Muriel Matters and Mr. Baillie Weaver, who 
respectively proposed and seconded a Resolution urging 
the Member for South Herefordshire to vote for the in- 
clusion of women in the Franchise Bill. This Resolution 
was carried with only two dissentients, and the result 
of the meeting was the enrolment of five more members 
and thirty-three Friends of Women's Suffrage

SHROPSHIRE reporte a very successful entertain- 
ment which was organised for the furtherance of the 
Friends of Women's Suffrage Scheme. The first part of 
the proceedings- was musical, suffrage songs being sung

at intervals by the whole audience. Mrs. Harley then 
gave a short suffrage address, after which the duologue 
“Mrs. Chicky" was acted by Miss Hills and Miss Harley. 
Tickets for the entertainment were sold at popular prices 
eo ensure the presence of working-people, and the room 
was crowded with a most enthusiastic audience. A 
good number of new "Friends " were gained. So success- 
fill has been this new venture that the Society has 
decided to hold such entertainments quarterly. Mr. 
Thomson has been able during this month to make £5 
for the Federation through the sale of Torchon lace.

SOLIHULL.—A meeting was held on Dec. 13th at 
Tudor Grange by permission of Dr. Bird, the subject being the" white Slave Traffic; the ^v B Harvey 
Brooks took the Chair, and the Rev. Herbert Davies 
spoke. Suffrage literature was sold, and two new mem- 
bers joined the Society.

STOURBRIDGE reports a meeting held in the Labour 
Hall on Dec. 8th, at which Mrs. Cooper spoke on the 
political aspect of Women’s Suffrage, Miss Sugden in 
the Chair. The audience consisted chieflyof men, whose 
questions after the address were answered by the 
lecturer to their satisfaction. Miss Sugden ap- 
pealed to the men voters to ask their Member 
to support the Women’s Suffrage Amendments. 
Through an oversight, a meeting held last month on 
Nov. 8th and organized by this Society, was not re- 
ported. It took place at the Alexandra Chambers, and 
the Speakers were Her Highness the „Ranee of 
Sarawak, Miss Cicely Corbett, B.A., and Mr. Baillie 
Weaver who also presided. The meeting proved a great 
success, and the speakers were much appreciated. 
Fourteen new members were enrolled.

SUTTON COLDFIELD reports a Drawing-Room Meet
ing at the house of Miss Earl, for the purpose of starting 
the Friends of Women’s Suffrage Scheme. Miss King 
gave an interesting and helpful address. A small Sale 
of Work took place afterwards, realizing about *"

WOLVERH A MPTON.—This Society reports a very suc- 
cessful meeting on Dec. 11th, arranged by Liberal women 
at the Liberal Club, by kind permission, ofthe 
members. Mrs. Thorne (wife of the M.P. for East Wolver- 
hampton) presided, and Miss Chrystal Macmillan was 
the Speaker. The following Resolution wascarried 
unanimously: "That this meeting, believing that the 
enfranchisement of women is a reform long overdue 
declares its conviction that the best interests of 
Liberalism will be served by the inclusion of women in 
the Government Reform Bill, and calls upon the Member 
for East Wolverhampton to do all in his power to 
secure the passage of a Women’s Suffrage Amendment. 
Mr. Geoffrey Le Mander proposed and Mr Cheade 
seconded a warm vote of thanks to Miss. .Macmillan. 
On Dec. 2nd a meeting was held at Moseley .Village, when 
Mrs. Taylor spoke, and Mrs. Thorn presided.

K. M. HARLEY.

Scottish.
AUCHTERARDER.—The Women’s .Liberal Association, 

Auchterarder was addressed by Miss Stuart Paterson 
(Glasgow) on the 30th November, Miss Haldane in the 
Chair. A Resolution was passed in favour of the amend- 

. ment giving the vote to women ratepayers, and was 
forwarded to the Member for West Perthshire. Miss 
Paterson’s address was successful in gaining a number 
of " Friends to Women’s Suffrage,” who have offered to 
join the body in Crieff.

EDINBURGH.—The work of this Society, at the close 
of November and beginning of December, was largely 
taken up in helping to make the Glasgow Meeting on 
Dec. 9th the unqualified success it became. The special 
train from Edinburgh carried over 150 suffragists to 
the meeting mostly women, whose work only finished 
in time for the train, and whose departure from Glasgow 
Station after the mooting occasioned quite a demonstra
tion by Glasgow members. Miss Gordon and Miss Low 
acted as Captains of Stewards for the meeting. On Deo. 
6th Miss Cotterill addressed a branch of the 
operative Guild, and on the 8th Miss I. Roulette ad- 
dressed members of the I.L.P., western branch, Edin
burgh. On the 10th, The Lady Frances Balfour opened a 
Supplementary Sale at 40, Shandwick Place, with & 
fine address, and in the afternoon a delightful concert 
was given by Mrs. Young, Mrs. Nisbett, Miss Brotchey 
and Miss Parker, to all of whom the Societytenders 
thanks, as also to the ladies who organised the Sale 
and helped at the stalls, and to the Bo’ness Society, [or 
the goods and money they contributed. On the Im 
at North Berwick, Mrs. Schaefer gave a Drawing-Room 
Meeting for The Lady Frances Balfour, which was * 
splendid success, a number of members joining, giving 
promise of a capital Society in N. Berwick before 
long. The same evening Miss Low gained a success 
for Suffrage in a Debate at the Liberal Associations 
Meeting, Crieff, where Mr. Byron, of the Anti-Suffrage 
League, proved a most pleasant and good-tempered 
opponent. On the 18th, two very successful meetings 
were held—a Drawing-Room Meeting, addressed Dy ‘ 
Lady Frances Balfour—hostess Mrs. F. Barbour 
Carlotte Square), when new members were gained; and 
a Public Meeting at Linlithgow, with Provost Jamieson 
in the Chair; speakers. Miss Low and Mrs. Guyer A 
very misleading account of the latter meeting appeared 
in an Edinburgh evening paper, the meeting being " 
really good one, doing great credit to its organisers; 
On the 22nd, a meeting of the I.L.P. at Bo’ness wa3 
held, where Miss Low addressed a large body of electors 
who passed a strong Resolution in favour of womens 
Suffrage Amendments to the Franchise Bill. The Society 
provided stewards for the third meeting forwor 
women organised by Mrs. Shaw MacLaren in the I 
fellows’ Hall, and enrolled a number of Friends- — 
office and voluntary workers have been doing strenuous 
work, circularising members and friends with,” 
Fawcett’s letter, and selling tickets for the theatrical 
Miss Low and Miss Gordon tender special thanks, 
all those who have given valuable help, and earned., 
remind all members that on their efforts during 
next few weeks may depend the fate of women s 
rage amendments to the Franchise Bill.

HAWICK.—Mies Royden was the principal speaker a" 
a large gathering assembled by this Society in 
James’ Hall, Hawick, on Dec. 12th, presided over 1 
Mrs. Grieve, who, in her opening speech, summed, 
the present situation. Miss Royden moved a Reso ine 
urging the House of Commons to include women in "

enjoyable

it is for the welfare of the child. An order can'also 
be made against the woman to contribute towards the 
cost of maintaining the minor thus taken away from

Srimati Alamelumangamma then addressed the 
meeting in Tamil, in support of Mr. Dadabhoy's Bill 
and the chairman also gave an address calling upon 
the Hindu Social Reform Association to formulate 
its views carefully on the Bill, stating that invoicing 
its opinion on this matter it would have justified its 
existence.

A correspondent in S. India, who encloses her 
card, but not for publication, sends us a report 
of a meeting of the Hindu Social Reform 
Association in Madras in connection with the 
new Bill introduced into the Imperial Legislative 
Council for the better protection of women and 
children in India. “The points raised," remarks 
our correspondent, " are so intimately connected 
with the religion of. the people that the only 
reform possible must come from themselves, and 
it is a hopeful sign when such a meeting is held 
publicly to discuss the possibilities of the 
reforms and an Indian lady (Srimati Alame- 
lumangamma) takes part in the proceedings. 
The Association represents of course, a very 
small minority and its efforts to change caste 
customs are simple in comparison with the great 
difficulties raised when a ‘ reform ’ has anything 
to do with the education and freedom of 
women.”

The following is a summary of the report: —

At a meeting of the Hindu Social Reform Association 
in the Anderson Hall, Madras, in November, Mr. 
M. A. Tirunarayana Chariar, Advocate, gave an address 
on the Bill introduced in the Imperial Legislative 
for the protection of girls and children. The Hon. 
Mr. L. A. Govindaraghava was in the Chair. The 
lecturer said: It is a matter for congratulation that 
the Government of India, realising the seriousness 
of the evil and the duty cast upon the State in such 
matters, has departed from its usual policy of strict 
neutrality in social matters and announced its in- 
tention of itself initiating legislation on the sub- 
ject, which meets the aims of the Bill more than half- 
way, should public opinion declare itself in favour of 
the measure. 2

The main subjects of the new legislation can be classed 
under three headings:— ■

(1) The Bill seeks to penalise the dedication of young 
girls to any temple, idol, sword, etc., the effect of which 
would be to prevent them from marrying afterwards, 
and the adoption of young girls by any dancing girl 
or prostitute. .

(2) The defilement of young girls under sixteen.
(3) The custody of children of dancing girls and 

prostitutes. " . . ,
The fundamental principle is that the State is the 

guardian of all children. The authority which parents 
are allowed to exercise over children is a delegated 
authority from the King, it being in the nature of 
things impossible that the King or his officers couId 
undertake the trust in each case themselves, and the 
parents on account of their natural affection and inti
mate knowledge being the persons best fitted to, be 
entrusted with the care. But it is a trust that they 
exercise as agents, and like all agents they are Jabe 
to be called to account by the person employing them. 
Hence the conception of the King as parens patna, 
or the father of his country. The fact, therefore, that 
a woman is a prostitute or dancing-girl does not give 
her any right to bring her girl up to the same avocation. 
Each girl, whether a prostitute’s child or not, has the 
inalienable right to be so brought up that when she 
attains years of discretion she shall be in a position to 
adopt a chaste life, if she wants to do. So. Ji*

Now that I have explained the cardinal underlying 
principle, the application of it to each case as it arises 
is easy. Take the institution of dancing-girls, called 
“ Devadasis” in Southern India, and ‘Muralis °F 
« Naikins ” in Western India. I do not say that prosti
tution can be stamped out altogether or that any states- 
man can imagine it within the range of practical politics 
to have a society in which it does not exist. But that 
does not justify an institution by which girls are forced 
into prostitution without any option and branded even 
before they are born for an infamous, humiliating, 
and loathsome life. If a girl is dedicated to a temple, 
she is prevented from marrying and has, perforce, 
to lead an impure life. If a girl is adopted by a dancing- 
girl, here again the same result follows, whatever may 
be said plausibly to the contrary. These two practices 
then stand condemned by the test I have explained, 
and it becomes the imperative duty of the State to put 
them down with its strong hand. ..

DANCING GIRLS.—Turning to the provisions of the 
Bill, section 3 penalises the dedication of a girl under 
sixteen to a temple, idol, etc. Under section 372 of 
the Indian Penal Code, it has been uniformly held 
by all the High Courts that such an act is an offence 

. under that section. The new section, therefore, no more 
than reiterates the existing law. . .

GIRLS Under SIXTEEN.—Intercourse with a girl 
under twelve constitutes rape. But unlawful intimacy 
with a girl over twelve is not now punishable. • It is 
sought to penalise sexual intercourse with a girl under 
sixteen by any person not being her husband. As the 
relation of man and wife is exempted from the operation 
of the clause, it cannot meet with much opposition.

Custody of CHILDREN.—No penal measures can 
suffice to cope with the evil unless there is a provision 

* for the removal of young children from the custody 
of prostitutes with whom they live, and their being 

, brought up in more wholesome surroundings.' The
Government suggests a provision authorising Magistrates 

. to remove a child from the custody of a prostitute and 
, to order it to be handed over to a relative, a charitable 
, organi Ration, or a State Asylum. It is a difficult ques-

tion whether a mother should be deprived of the custody 
f of her own children. The very idea seems to be mon

strous to Hindu notions. But it should be done if

"Social" was 
by the Presi-

INNERLEITHEN.— A very 
civen in the Parish Chu 
dent on Dec. 16th

the N.U.W.S.S. — --- — ... . — . 
ment given by the Edinburgh Artists, was followed 
by an address from Mr. °- M. Robertson, of Redroofs, his 
spirited advocacy of the Women’s Suffrage movement 
ping much enjoyed by the audience. A Duologue from 
Mrs. W. E. Thorburn (Peebles) and Miss Hope (Sunwick, 
Berwick), with songs and recitations from other friends, 
were also much appreciated. Twenty new members have 
since been added to the Society.

Church Hall
to 270 members and friends
A capital variety entertain-
***7‘ ‘ -- was followed

KIRKCALDY.—This Society did capital work on the 
occasion of Mr. Lloyd George’s visit, when a great 
gathering crowded the King's Theatre, Kirkcaldy, on 
Nov. 29th. A deputation from the Society was allotted 
seats on the platform, and was given a cordial 
reception by the vast audience on presenting a short 
address to the Chancellor, requesting his support. His 
pleasure in meeting such a deputation was warmly ex- 
pressed by Mr. Lloyd George amid applause.

LARGS.—At the meeting in the Artillery Hall, Largs, 
held by this Society on Dec. 6th, Provost Boyd intro
duced the speaker. Miss Royden, in a thoroughly sym- 
pathetic suffrage address, which—with "what proved a 
most convincing, logical, and telling address " from Miss 
Boyden—was fully reported in the local paper, ex-Pro- 
vost Paton proposing a vote of thanks in a delightfully 
encouraging speech.

LENZIE.—This Society held a Public Meeting in the 
Public Hall on the 5th. Mr. McKendric introduced the 
speaker. Miss Royden, who gave a splendid address, and 
whose answers to several questions sent up were received 
with applause. The Resolution put to the meeting was 
carried unanimously, and several new members joined.

LEVEN.—The President of this Society—Mrs. Malcolm 
Macnicol—addressed an open meeting for women on 
Dec. 10th. which was very well attended. The speech 
on "The White Slave Traffic Bill " was most convincing, 
the Society enrolling several new members and friends 
from the audience.

PAISLEY.—The meeting held by this Society on the 
3rd Dec. to welcome Miss Royden was, in spite of 
bad weather, well attended. The fine speech on." Why 
do Women want the Vote ? " was fully reported in the 
local paper, where the notes of " applause " prove the 
interest with which it was received. Councillor A. 
F. Lochhead presided.

ST. ANDREWS.—This Society co-operated with that of 
Dundee in the very successful Sale of Work held in the 
Foresters' Hall, Dundee, on Dec. 6th and 7th, supply- 
ing the attractive " Nursery Stall.” The Vice-President, 
Mrs. Houston, opened the Sale on the first day with 
Mrs. Finlay, Hon. Secretary in the Chair. The satis
factory sum of £58 was realised, partly git the Sale 
and partly before and after the Sale in St. Andrews. 
On the 14th the Annual Meeting took place, at which 
Miss Younger (Organising Officer for women's work in 
Scotland under the Labour Exchange) addressed a 
gathering of members and friends, who were much in- 
terested in the valuable information given. At the 
succeeding business meeting, Mrs. Anstruther was 
elected President, Mrs. Houston and Mrs. Bentick 
Smith Vice-Presidents, and Mrs. Rowland Treasurer 

Mrs. Scott succeeding Mrs. Finlay asHon. Secretary, 
and Mrs. Donald Mills, COMMON CAUSE Secretary.

TAYSIDE.—Owing to the unavoidable absence of Miss 
Lumsden, the meeting arranged by this Society for Dee. 
4th, in the Small Blyth Hall, Newport, was addressed 
by Miss Alice Low, from Edinburgh. A brilliant and 
able defence of the Suffrage movement was given, and, 
in answer to a question. Miss Low proved the good 
work done by non-militants, of which little was 
said by the daily papers, although they gave so much 
publicity to militant methods. The reports of the 
address in the local papers were very satisfactory.

Irish . Notes.

The Irish Women’s Suffrage Federation have entered 
upon a Suffrage campaign in County Galway. Miss 
Moser is spending this week in Galway organising meet
ings to take place in Galway, Athenry and Tuam on 
January 15th, 16th and 17th. These meetings will be 
addressed by Miss Day, P.L.G., and Miss Chenevix 
Assistant Hon. Sec. Irishwomen’s Suffrage Federation. 
The Irishwomen’s Reform League hope to organise a 
meeting in Tullamore, King’s County, at an early date, 
and to start a new branch in that district.

This League has obtained the signatures of many 
interesting people for the Memorial in favour of the 
Women's Amendments to the Reform Bill, to be for- 
warded to the Irish members. Amongst these names 
are Professor Edward Dowden, Mr. Dermod O Brien, 
Mr. George Russell (A.E.), James Stephens, Miss Edith 
Somerville, “ Katherin Tynan,” Lady Sybil Smith, 
Miss Mary Hayden, Professor Oldham, Canon Hannay, 
Sir William Barrett, Mr. John Garvey (Crown Solicitor 
for County Mayo), etc..

Thinking Women

Read

The Standard

Bournemouth.

Under the auspices of the Westbourne Men's Debating 
Society, a Suffrage ' and Anti-Suffrage Debate will be 
held in St. Peter’s Hall Bournemouth, on Jan. 29th, 
at 8 p.m. Mrs. Swankick and Mrs. Harold Norris will 
be the debators. A full house is expected.

This phrase has become a 
truism. Why ? Order

Cbe Standard for a week, or a 
day, and you will see. It is 
because Cbe Standard’s daily 
news pages include one headed J

“WOMAN’S PLATFORM ”
List of Societies and Federations in the 

N.U.W.S.S.

Since printing the list of Societies and Federations 
a notice has been received from Combs East. The 
Secretary is now Miss Colson, 3, Grange Terrace, Grange 
Road, Cambridge.

We are asked to note that the address of the Hon. 
Secretary of the Norwood Society is 66, Crowther Road, 
South Norwood, and not the address given in the " List
of Societies and Federations.”

Under the heading Sussex (Central) Branches 
for “ Cuckould ”—" Cuckfield." .

Morecambe Society.

:H 

read

At a meeting of the-Executive Committee of the 
Morecambe Society, held on January 3rd at the house 
of the President, Mrs. Bell, replies to resolutions for
warded to Sir N. Helme and Mr. George Lansbury were 
read. Mr. Lansbury's reply was :—

DEAR FRIENDS,—Very many thanks indeed for 
resolution and good wishes, and especially for the 
white heather, which we both appreciate more 
than we can say. It was good to fight, and good 
to know one has loyal friends and comrades all over 
the world always. G. LANSBURY.

which every Thinking Woman in 
the land, and very many thinking
men. want to see and to study
every day. WOMAN’S
PLATFORM ” has ended what 
was called the “ Press Boycott ” 
of the serious interests of thinking 
women—not their ribbons and 
ornaments, but their thoughts, 
aims, claims, views, hopes, deeds, 
and—WORK.
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CHARLTON
Special reductions 
during this week 
and next, in all 
Models, Gowns, 
and Lingerie.

53, Manchester Street, W.
AND

1,Lo wer S eymour Street, W.

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE "N.U." AND THE " W.S.P.U."

The foot-note to my letter puzzled me very much, as 
I thought nobody who desired votes for women desired 
more votes for men first. However, having asked 
friends, some of whom are in the thick of the N.U. 
work, and some in that of the W.S.P.U., I find the 
difficulty is that the N.U. regards the Franchise Bill as 
“ the only avenue through which votes can be got for 
women”; hence its desire.for the passing into law of 
the Franchise Bill. It seems to the N.U. mind to be a 
foregone conclusion that the Franchise Bill will have an 
amendment giving votes to women, attached to it when 
it passes into law. So my N.U. friends tell me, and I 
trust I state their meaning clearly and correctly.

On the other hand, the W.S.P.U. cannot understand 
anyone who wishes for women to have votes desiring 
that the Franchise Bill should pass, because the W.S.P.U. 
mind keeps the Bill and the amendment quite separate, 
fearing the passing of the former, but regarding the 
addition of the latter as a hopeless case.

As I think this throws light on the difference of attitude 
between the two Unions regarding the Franchise Bill, I 
am troubling you with it. Otherwise I should not have 
done so. M. W. Petty.

[Our correspondents hope that she is stating the 
National Union position clearly and correctly is not 
wholly fulfilled. She states it clearly, but not correctly. 
Her errors are twofold. She is ■wrong in supposing that 
the N.U. regards the Franchise Bill as " the only avenue 
through which votes for women can be got.” The 
opinion of the Union is that the Bill offers the only 
possibility of getting votes for women this session—a 
very different matter. She is further wrong in supposing 
the N.U. to regard the passing of a women s suffrage 
amendment as a foregone conclusion. The N.U. makes 
no pretensions to the power of prophecy, and does not 
believe in the pretensions of other persons to such power. 
The Union does not, therefore, affect to know whether a 
Woman’s Suffrage Amendment will or will not pass. 
The n atter hanging thus in uncertainty, the Union, 
considers that its own obvious duty is to leave undone 
nothing likely to promote the passing of such an amend- 
ment ' ‘

The position of the W.S.P.U. as set forth in this 
letter seems to us to err in its endeavour to prevent 
the passing of the Bill instead of endeavouring to prevent 
only the passing of it without a women’s suffrage amend
ment. This attitude seems to us to resemble what is 
vulgarly known as cutting off one’s nose to spite one's 
face.—-ED. G. C.]

A FEMINIST LENDING LIBRARY.

he had given pledges to his constituents on other matters 
besides suffrage. He stated that the Labour group 
in the House of Commons had not yet decided how they 
would vote on the third reading of the Franchise Bill 
if women were not included, and that he individually 
was not prepared to make a statement on that at this 
time.

An interchange of views took place, in which Councillor 
Edwin Yates, Mr. Alfred McLeod, Mrs. Fairhurst, 
Mrs. Ainscow and Miss Darlington took part.

Forthcoming Meetings.
(ARRANGED BY THE NATIONAL UNION.)

′′ At Home ” at Carnforth.
An ” At Home ” was given by Mrs. Ford, of Yealand 

Conyers, on December 18th, to the members and, friends 
of the Carnforth and District Society, when Miss Sibille 
Ford gave an address, after which several new members 
joined. Mrs. Ford’s hospitality was much appreciated. 
In the evening a Meeting was held in Yealand Conyers 
Friends’ School, also addressed by Miss Sibille Ford on 
Women’s Suffrage.

ANSTEY PHYSICAL 
TRAINING COLLEGE,

CHESTER ROAD, ERDINGTON.
The College offers a full professional training 

for girls seeking a useful and attractive calling. 
Swedish Educational Gymnastics, Folk Dances. 
Classical and Artistic Dancing. Swimming and 
Outdoor Games. Remedial Gymnastics and Massage. 
GOOD POSTS OBTAINED AFTER TRAINING.

JANUARY 10. '
Harun—Town Hall—Mr. Philip Snowden, M.P.— 

Mrs. H. AL Swanwick, M.A.
Birmingham—Sparkbrook, Mrs. Pooler’s Meeting—

Miss Matheson—Miss Kirby
Liverpool—Exchange Flags—Miss Muriel Matters 

JANUARY 13.
Birmingham—Queen’s College, Paradise Street— 

Meeting — Chair : ‘ Miss Kirby—
Speaker: Mrs. Mathews

Windermere—Waverley Temperance Hotel—Miss
Helen Fraser

Wood bridge—Council School—Meeting—Chair: Lady 
Mary Cayley—Mrs. Rackham

Wakefield—Guild Room, Unity Hall—Mrs. Renton
Manchester—Salford Suffrage Association
Manchester—"At Home,”' Parker’s Restaurant, 

St. Ann’s Square
JANUARY 14. . ____ _

Ambleside—Assembly Rooms—Chair : Mr. Hubert 
Coates, J.P.—Miss Helen Fraser

Mickleham—Drawing-room Meeting at Mrs. Gordon
Clark’s—Mrs. Rackham v. Miss

AN ACCEPTABLE
GIFT

EDUCATIONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL.

7.30

8.0
7.30

8.0

Telephone: 1916 MAYFAIR.

WOMEN FOR WOMEN.
The Women’s Tea Co. (Gibbons Sisters), 

9, Mincing Lane, London, E.C.
Will send to all Bazaars and Suffrage Shops 

on Sale or Return.

Tea (13 kin Is) .. 1s. 3d—2s. 6d. per lb.
Coffee (5 kinds) .. 1s. 4d.—Is. 10d. „
Cocoa (3 kinds) .. 1s. 6d.—2s. „
Chocolates (20 kinds) 2s. —1s. 6d. „

Owing to an increasing demand we are starting a 
Feminist Lending Library for men and women in con
nection with this shop, and should like to make an 
appeal for the gift of books on all subjects relating to 
women, whether it be social, political, industrial or 
educational. To those who are unable to help us in 
this way we make a special appeal for contributions to 
enable us to buy books, as we are anxious to cover as 
wide a field as possible. The value for propaganda 
purposes of a good collection of books dealing with all 
aspects of the Woman’s Movement can hardly be over- 
rated, and we trust that all friends and sympathisers 
will do what they can to help us.

All communications should be addressed to the 
Librarian, The International Suffrage Shop, 15, Adam 
Street, Strand, W.C.

S. SERUYA.

Gladys Pott 
JANUARY 15.

Keswick — Albion Hotel — Suffrage Entertain- 
ment opened by Mrs. Chance (Pre- 
sident of the Carlisle Society)— 
“ White Elephant Stall ”—Theatri- 
cala, Concert, Side Shows—Tea

Gateshead—W. S. Shop, 115, High West Street— 
Social Meeting for Women (Wednes- 
days)

Tunbridge Wells—Monson Hall—Debate at League of 
Young Liberals — Opener: Miss 
Griffith Jones

Morecambe—Lupton Memorial Hall—Chair : Mrs. 
Bell—Speakers : Miss Helen Fraser, 
the Rev. J. Bell and Mr. Howson

Manchester—Hulme Suffrage Club—Social Even- 
ing—Speaker : Miss Ashton

JANUARY 16.
Carnforth—Co-operative Hall—Public Meeting—Miss 

Helen Fraser—Chair: Captain 
Stanley Musgrave

Manchester—American Tea, by permission of 
- Mrs. Ransome, at Trafford Old Hall, 

Old Trafford
JANUARY 17. '

Manchester—Albert Hall, Lecture Hall—Annual 
Meeting of Manchester Society— 
Miss Frances Sterling

Kendal—-Public Meeting—Miss Helen Fraser 
Tunbridge Wells—Christ Church Parish Room— 

• Meeting—Miss Eva Macnaughten
JANUARY 18. :

Hawkshead—Town Hall—Annual Meeting, followed 
by Public Meeting, Miss Helen 
Fraser—Chair : Mrs. Cunliffe—Sup- 
ported by Mrs. W. L. Turner, Mrs. 
Fowkes, Miss Satterthwaite

2.30

7.30

7.30

3-6

7.30
3.0

LONDON.
JANUARY 12.—Clapham—Grafton Square Congre- 

Rational Chapel—Men’s Meeting— 
Speaker: Mrs. Stanbury

JANUARY 10,
8. Kensington—Annual Meeting—56, Iverna Court— 

Hostess: Miss Lake—Speaker: Miss 
Lowndes t

Walworth—St. Stephens Parish Hall, Villa Street— 
Chair: Mr. C. Jetton, L.C.C.— 
Speakers : Mrs. Richardson, Dr. A. E. 
Read—Supported by Councillor J. H. 
and Mrs. Bignell, Mr. Albert Bignell, 
Mr. Walter Williams (ex-Mayor), 
Mrs. Harries, Mrs. Herbert Stead, 

P Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs and others

8.30

ENGLISHWALACE
made by the cottagers 0/

Our Laces were awarded the Gold Medal at the Festival of 
Empire and Imperial Exhibitson, Crystal Palace, tgtt.

DAINTY 
HANDKIE.
No. 910.

2/9 / 
each. /

Duy some of this hand-made Pillow 
— Lace, it lasts many times longer 
s than any machine-made variety, and 
humparts quite an air of distinction 
. T to the possessor, at the same time 

isupporting the village lace- 
\ Y makers,bringing them many 
1 he little comforts otherwise un-

Lace * im. deep fan"

I Lace for every purpose ean
| be obtained, and within reach 

of the most modest purse
′ Every sale, however 
small, 1s a support to: 
the industry. I

Collars, Fronts, Plastrons,
Jabots, Yokes, Fichus,, 
Berthes, Handkerchiefs,' 
Stocks, Camisoles, Chemise 
Sets, Tea-Cloths, Table Cen- 
tres, D’Oylies, Mats, Medal- 
lions, Quaker and Peter Pan 
Sets, etc., from 1/6, 2/6, 61-, up 
to 21— each.

obtainable on an agricultur- 
sal man’s wage. Write for 
othe absorbing & descrip- 

FAtive little treatise en- 
evitled "An Interesting 
eg. Home Industry": 
MIUgs this contains over 
Cr Woe Too striking ex- 
DTL’Y amples of the lace- 

maker’s art, and is 
sent postfree to any 
part of the world.

. 16th are
$ Century Ged ey Design shanse,
a COLLAR. Lerics
S 4/3 teear

------ WRITE TO ------

112
Price 
7id.

Mrs. ARMSTRONG'S LACE CLASS 
OLNEY, BUCKS.

Deputation to Mr. S. Walsh, M.P.
On December 23rd, at the office of Mr. James Wilson, 

solicitor, Wigan, Mr. Stephen Walsh, M.P., received a 
deputation which desired to press upon him the urgency 
of the women's demand to be included, in the Franchise 
Bill. The deputation included Mrs. Ainscow, the secre
tary of the local branch of the National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Societies, Councillor Edwin Yates, Mr. John 
Forster, of the Douglas Bank Branch of the Lancashire 
and Cheshire Miners’ Federation, Mr. J. R. Jones, Mr. 
Alfred McLeod, Mrs. Fairhurst, Miss Julis Smith, 
Mrs. Annot E. Robinson and Miss Darlington, of the 
Manchester and District Federation of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies.

After Mr. Walsh had welcomed the deputation Mrs. 
Annot Robinson stated the suffrage position from the 
National Union and Labour point of view.

Mr. Walsh said that every member of the Labour 
Party would vote for the exclusion of the word ′ male ′ 
from the Reform Bill. The greatest hindrance that 
could be offered to the enfranchisement of women 
was an outbreak of militancy which would set up such 
irritation as to turn votes in the House of Commons. 
He stated his position as an adult suffragist who 
believed in and was prepared to support the granting 
of votes to women on a broad and democratic basis. 
He declared that he was prepared to work hard for the 
Norwegian amendment which would, if passed, confer 
votes on all women householders and also on 
married women who are wives of householders. He had 
not much sympathy with the Conciliation Bill amend
ment because it was not sufficiently democratic and 
because it ignored the claims of married women, but if 
other women’s suffrage amendments are lost he would give 
it further consideration. He assured the deputation 
of his sympathy with the woman’s claim and of his 
appreciation of the help rendered by the National 
Union to Labour candidates.

He reminded the members of the deputation that

THE PUREST FORM 
of SOAP PRODUCED.
For use with all fine fabrics 
such as Laces, Blouses, Silks, 
etc., or with Flannels and 
Woollens usually liable to 

shrinkage.

To be obtained in Id. and 3d. Packets 
from all Stores, Grocers or Oilmen, 
or send Id. stamp to Dept. C.C., for 

Free Sample.

JOHN KNIGHT LTD.,
Soapmakers by Appointment to H.M. King

George V.

The Royal Primrose Soap Works, 
London, E.

Buy the Royal Primrose Soap from the Suffrage 
Shop, 54, Long Row, Nottingham. Send for 
Price List and Samples. All profits to the cause.

SCOTLAND.
JANUARY 10. ,

Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—" At Home * ’— 
Chair: Mrs. Melville

JANUARY 13.
Edinburgh—Week of Meetings, January 13th to 

18th
Leith—Smith Rooms—Miss Low

JANUARY 14.
Elgin—Associated Women’s Friendly Society—Mrs. 

James Fraser
Leith—Labour League Hall—Miss Muriel Matters 

JANUARY 15.
Elgin—South U. F. Church Women’s Guild—Mrs. 

James Fraser—" The Need of the 
Vote’

Glasgow.—Democratic Unionist Association Rooms, 
297, Argyll Street—Debate: “ Should 
the Parliamentary Franchise be Ex- 
tended to Women ? ”—For, Dr. Jane 
Robertson—Against, Mr. D. B. Kyles

Edinburgh—Livingstone Hall—Chair: Baillie Laing, 
Miss Muriel Matters

JANUARY 16.
Edinburgh—Inverleith Hall-Chair: Parish Coun- 

cillor Easson, Miss Muriel Matters
JANUARY 17.

Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place— At Home ’ ’— 
Mr. Lawson

Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—Chair: Mr.
John McMichael, J.P., Miss Muriel 
Matters

Edinburgh—Lauriston Hall—Dramatic Entertain- 
ment, “ Just to Get Married ’ ’— 
Miss Carmouche and Miss Jean Pagan

4.30

4.30

4.30

8.15
JANUARY 18.

Edinburgh—Outdoor Demonstration—Miss Muriel Matters

MEETINGS ADDRESSED BY MEMBERS
OF THE UNION.

. JANUARY 10,
Gateshead—A.S.R.S.—Miss C. M. Gordon, M.A.
o JANUARY 12. _ ,
Southampton—Waverley Hall—Mrs. Rackham

(N.U.W.S.S.), Poor Law Guardian— 
Address to Labour Club—" Women’s 
Suffrage''

„ JANUARY 13.
Gateshead—A.S.E.—Miss Sheard

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. All Readers are earnestly urged to give preference to OUR ADVERTISERS.

You cannot give a more 
acceptable Gift than a

RELIABLE
FOUNTAIN PEN.

“COMMON 
CAUSE”

Safety Non - leakable 
Fountain Pen, with a 
solid 14-carat Iridium- 

Pointed Gold Nib.

Price 3/6 each.

These pens are admirably 
suited for Ladies’ use. Can 
be carried in a handbags 
attache case, or in any 
position without fear of 

leakage.

COUPON.
Please send a " Common

Gause” Safety, Non "Leak
able Fountain Pen : fine, 
medium, broad pointed nib, 

• (underline point required)
for which I enclose P .0. 3/8.

Name.......... . ...............•..............

Address. -.--------------»------

Please write distinctly.

Coupon must accompany 
each Order.

Fill in coupon and send to The 
Manager, " Common Cause, 2, 
Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C., 
with Postal Order for 3/8 (2d. 
being for postage and packing).

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.

Not exceeding 10 words: 1 insertion, 9d. 2 insertions^ 
is. 3d. 3 insertions, 1s. 3d. 6 insertions, 2s. ^d. 13 
insertions, 5s. 3d. Every additional ten words, 3d. extra 
per insertion. AU payments for Advertisements should be 
made to The Common Cause Publishing Co.t Ltd., 2, 
Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

(I OD’S WORD TO WOMEN has never been a word 
U of disapproval and suppression. The Bible en
courages the development of woman and stands for her 
perfect equality with man, in spite of the teachings to 
the contrary. Do you wish to equip yourself for meet- 
ing the arguments of those who attempt, with sacri- 
legious hands, to throw the Bible in the way of woman’s 
progress ? Do you wish to know WHERE and HOW 
they mistranslate and misrepresent it ? Send 7d. (15 
cents in stamps from America) for “101 Questions 
Answered,” a Woman’s Catechism, prepared purposely 
to solve your perplexities.—Katharine Bushnell, 10a, 
Drayton Park, Highbury, London, N.

TWO SUFFRAGE DIALOGUES, 3d. each.
Comedy, 6d.—“ S,” Fordel, Glenfarg.

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE for Surrey, Sussex, 
Hants Federation, postponed from Wednesday, 

January 22nd, to Thursday, January 30th, 3 to 
5.30, The Bonbon Shop, 42, Preston Street, Brighton 
(omnibus route Castle Square to Hove). Admission 
Free. Profits, two-thirds to Federation, one-third to 
Brighton. All N.U.W.S.S. members in these counties 
please rally to support your Federation, make sale 
known, and send White Elephants to Miss Merrifield, 
14, Clifton Terrace, Brighton. Bills on application.

COUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT
HOME. Penn’s Lane, Erdington, near Bir- 

mingham. For Paying Patients. (Under the dis
tinguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford.) 
Medical, Surgical, Massage. Permanent P atients 
received in Homes. (Care of one delicate child.) Fully 
certificated. Hospital-trained Nurses sent out on 
application.—Miss C. Fallows, Matron. Telephone: 
117 Erdington Telegrams: " Nursing, Erdin gton.”

MARY McLachlan, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester.

Sevenoaks, KENT.—Bradbourne College. Old- 
established and successful School for Girls of the 

private and professional classes, at moderate fees. 
Kindergarten under a fully trained and certificated 
mistress. Thorough education and happy home life. 
Healthy and beautiful district. For illustrated pro- 
spectus apply—The Principals.

VACANCIES exist at good salaries in the laundry 
industry for ladies who have received six months’ 

thorough training at the Palace Laundry, Fulham.— 
Send stamped envelope for fees, etc., C. Marshall, 79, 
High Street, Fulham.

POSITIONS VACANT.

\\ ANTED, end of January, two sisters, or 
W mother and daughter to do cooking and house

work for small family, London suburb. Good cooking 
and cleanliness essential.—Apply, Box 1532, “ Common 
Cause” Office.

FOR SALE AND WANTED

Boneless corsets, un breakable. Illustrated
List Free.—Knitted Corset Company, Nottingham.

AIR FALLING OFF.—Lady who lost nearly all 
hers, and has now strong, heavy growth, sends 

particulars to anyone enclosing stamped addressed 
envelope.—Miss 0. C. Field, Glendower, Shanklin.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible 
prices for above. Offers made; if unacceptable, 

teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold and Silver in any 
form. Bankers’ references. Straightforward dealing.— 
Woolfall and Company, Southport.

REMNANTS SALE’—Genuine White Art Irish 
Linen, suitable for making charming Tea-cloths, 

Tray-cloths, d’Oyleys, etc.; bundle of large pieces, 
only 2s. 6d.; postage 4d. Sale catalogue Free.— 
Hutton’s, 159, Lame, Ireland.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for 
cash. Costumes, skirts, boots, underclothing, cur

tains, gents’ suits, trousers and children’s clothing of 
every description. Parcels sent will be valued and 
value sent by return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby St., 
Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

WHERE TO LIVE.

HOSTEL FOR LADIES.—Central Highly recom
mended. — Miss Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh Street, 

Portland Road Station, W. Terms moderate.

PRIVATE HOTEL FOR LADIES. Very quiet and 
refined. 13, St. George’s Square, Westminster 

Bedroom, breakfast, bath and attendance from 4s. 64 - 
Write, or wire, Miss Davies.

WANTED.

WANTED, for February and March, small flat or good 
rooms for two ladies, preferably with restaurant 

and attendance. Two bedrooms and one or two sitting 
rooms. Kensington or other central position. Must 
be close to bus or tube.—Address, Miss Stoehr. Grand 
Hoftel, Grimmialp, Berner Oberland, Switzerland. L -
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REFORM BILL 
CAMPAIGN.

WORKING MEN AND
WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE.

ID.

THE TRUE END OF 
GOVERNMENT.

By A. MAUDE ROYDEN. 1

And send for sample Leaflets to—
Literature Secretary, N.U.W.S.S., 14, Great

Smith Street, Westminster.

Hours :
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Saturdays
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Telephone
7600 Gerrard.

Gold Medals.

Milan (1906)
London (1908).

Don’t burden and strain your 
unsightly, and ill-fitting eyeglasses.

eyes with heavy.

The discomfort and inconvenience affect your 
nervous system.

It will cost you nothing to investigate my system of 
testing and fitting.

Neumann’s Rimless Eyeglasses prevent eye-strain 
and ensure comfort.

R. S. NEUMANN,
I guarantee every 72, New Oxford Street, 
pair of glasses 
for ten years. W.C.

a

TUITION IN MODERN POLITICS.
Lessons and Lectures on POLITICS and ECONOMICS. With special reference to

WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE.
Suitable for Public Speakers. Correspondence Coaching. 

Apply,Dr. Wallis Chapman, ‘ Monksbury,' Etchingham Park Road, Finchley, N,

MISS L. B. EVETTS, R.H.S. and 
MISS F. H. GARLICK, R.H.S.

(Trained Swanley Horticultural College.)
Care of Gardens from 5/- per day. Gardens designed & laid out, 

ADVISORY WORK.
SPECIALITY made of Pruning : the laying out of herbaceous borders; 

rock and wall gardens, etc., etc.
Further PAggi“WkRERLOW”CXRT. HAMPSTEAD WAY. HENDON. N.W.

THE SUFFRAGE CLUB,
3, YORK STREET.

St. James’s, S.W.
The Board of Management have decided, in view of the very deep interest shown 

in the objects of the Club, to enrol a further 200 Founder Members at *1 1s. Od. 
Subscription and no Entrance Fee.

EARLY APPLICATION ADVISABLE.
Members are notified that Table d’HOte Lunch (1/6) and Dinner (2/-) are served 

daily. Application may now be made for bedroom accommodation.
The Club has been formed as a Social Club for

MEN AND WOMEN
interested in the Suffrage Movement.

CONSTANT LECTURES ARRANGED.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE
1, ROBERT STREET. ADELPHI. W.C.

PUBLIC MEETING,
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 15,1913, at 3.30 p.m., at

CAXTON HALL,
WESTMINSTER.

Speakers: H. D. HABBEN,Esq.; Mrs. MARGARET WYNNE NEVINSON, 
L.L.A. Chairman: Mrs DESPARD.

ADMISSION FREE

UNION
b the great Non-Party, Non-Militant Women’s Suffrage Society. If you approve of our methods and objects, please fl 

in the accompanying Form and send it to the Secretary. _ . the
I approve of the objects and method, of the National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies, and desire to be enrolled M a mm

affiliated Society in my district..

I herewith enclose poskis" Older for =
Name—-—------------

d., the amount of my annual subscription.

(Mrs., Miss, Esq., or other title.)

To the Secretary.

Addrest.
(in full.)

Society for Women’s Suffrage

Or the Secretary National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, 14, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, S.W.
Printed by Onxass LrirED, 93.94, Long Acre, London, W.O., for the Proprietors, TEE Cownox CaUSR, PunersniNg Co. LTD., an^Mastl^n-Ivne Robert, 'Smi& 
Adelphi. W.O. London: George Vickers. Manchester: John Heywood; Abel Heywood and Son; W. H.Smith and Son. Neacaetle on lyne. ". — 

and Son. Edinburgh and Glasgow: J. Menzies and Co. Dublin and Belfast: Eason and Son.


