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DIS_COVERY 
. OF 

S~x W 01ncn, Preachers, in iddlefex, 
Kent, (am~ridge ,and Sa/ishur,. 

• WITH 
A Relation of their Names, Mannerg,·_ 

Life,and Oo&rine. 
Therr N1m('s. 5 Anne Hempjlall. () Joane Ba,iford. 

1Mary Bilbrm. S'2.Sufan May. 
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.Anne Hempft"II, ~Mary Bilbr1Jw, 
Joan .Ba,eford,, ' and Suf,m MPLJ, 
Eli~beth Bancroft .Arabel!a ThomM, 

' I - , ' 

_ z • 11 N ancient times have I read of . 
/ ...... T/'"'.(...,, , , ·z ', , ,, ( Propheteffes, 'but·;ot untill of 

f~ '., late heard of W om~a Prea-- . 
~,~. -) / .f chers ,-their ondy reafon or 

. ~- ~- cau[e of preaching, was, that , 
~-~- , there w~1s a deficiency of good 

~=''"" -t> men, wherefore it was but fit, 
that vertuous women iliould 

· fupply their places, they were ( men they did 
meant)' good for nothing,but to make their Texts 
good by expounding the language of the Beafr, 
but they-themfelves would preach nothing, but 
f uch thing~ as the f pirit fuou_ld move them. 

The firfl: and chiefe of this female and Sacerdo~ 
ticall function, was one Anne Hempjlall, living in 
the ParHh of Saint ..lndrewe.s Holborne>p·e~re Lon ... 
don, ·and in the County of Middlefex, upoe acer- , 
taine time, fhe having a minde, faid fue was mo-
ved to bee zealoufiy ,affecl:ed, called an aff"embly 
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·of her bibbing GoBips to~thtr ·w~o'lc.,thoughtt *ere .P' more up n th llrioag 1hr ~• "· thrn upon the ufes er do~rines whicµ tl~eir ~r,.. Jy fifl:er 'cm-cnclcd to ·cxpou~d untcJ.rhcm,. but~ : ing come to the houfeoft~1s~e//t!lf!.~f1.,:•._,,_ Ious N 4.91 pake to t~,m afcci ma~tr t. : - .. ·~ Beloved lifters, this Jail_ ritght I dtJ!BRlti .flrarigc Dream, moreover me thought I faw a vi-fion,in which Anna th.e.propbetclfc)!pf er ~'lltcd unto my view, the fplertdour of wliolt couitc-nancc did caft me into a trance,( wl".("re"in fl'1 un-till the flC1't mou:iing, and the ~t,):ning. ltcing come, -I could eonccive no iar~rptctation of my Dream hut this, th~t I fho1:1ld imitate godly A11-, ila, by preaching unto you, as the propheficd tQ others; hc-r I pccch fireolc rh'em aJl into"" ;t,to-niiliment, at w·hich, this prophanr An11e cryc-d ou~, Now dothtlw·holy Ghofr dclccnd down~ upon you, wherefore- give ear.e unto mce, diem . did fl1e begin to taltc, aad fpealtc: unto them tha whic:h f.irft came into her mindc I but the chicfc matter ofher Text was'tlais, That woq,ans hajrc , wa s,an adou1ihg to fitr, · but (or a~man to1ha~c. Jong hairc, it was a ffi.t.mc.uAto .him, which ~he sc· ipture it f elfe cryeth oe upo~ ;, lo.ng -dJd 1bc.-~. · p'reacb, and Jongei I _dare c!VOl¾ch then fo·~ of ' the audience \Vere willing,. 'for fbme of them had _. as f~r home1as Whit~ CHappcl~,. w1'ercfor~ her· lctngitude might cnJLe a brcvicude of her . fuckJpg · r he .dqtt1vit~ b·ortle j , two hourcs.-bcing.expii:cd, , ni tht:hottom.c.of t,fi;c l;!66l"brgjiisi1n1 t~J~k,,0rr • pen••mouc'hrn wicn _h·cr furious fta1nps, .. ~cc gave , 
· them 



them~qmcht' tDt.as'in Jitr I~~- i .c:oi,. 
41 · d · · , . r . 
. · 1'•1• ~tltr,~, of -th~. A,1er~ncr,bciogof 

I;- rJOr · ~. ntlitles in tbt ri · s 6 d them 
to .1'1t j h ~r r · J ·x :m afu ,. .ft~, s "1'000 they ili'"lu'rl h iv gond f I pjg to· roaJc.;. 
fall, b fi<i<£s a cup of S ck or Clar..-c to wail ic 
cdown : • h y JI a~n:td ttnto it, and m~king uk 0f 
aJ~,ti R:t1 . p · k w ich t-hey we.re botna- unm,, 
'1'tq-y g;ivct 11.et·\ ank ,~d:f o fur , hat t' me a Bortld 
of' Ak, 011 .two being d .voarcd they departed· 
every one to th · ir owne hou£ s. Tot · ntxr mor~ 
ijing thty1 m~ ~y -og "\lnc:r at the houfe .0£ lf/4ry 
Bilht,,,,, W~lj){c 6 Hd was a good honcft ~ck-· 
laJ~r; and t'>.foonc-a th~y c~m~ within the dool'S 
._9f hc;r ru,ufq r .1lic brought them alJinto her P~ar-
lolJr, a-s ili ~eall~cd i ,. and in ft~ad :rif- tools and 
~\itllious; Dicc.·hail providcll hcfore liand., thr~• 
Brickes apiece for them to fit upon, hc:r rdaft>n1 

ms-- · t,h,i~~f tb~~ tb.dtrght tfiey would no . fie 
mmh, ~ca~ft)Womcn to good inftrud:ions lovd-
fiangiQg,: hdr J?t'.d_pit -!'as framtd v,ry ful;>fi.a}ltiial-
ly pt Brick, {o higb,th~t .fcarac, any thir,g bun 1hc~ 
ftaading up tlpprt·coulli be; fe n. Sh~rb ga~thrr f 
very devoutly to tnakc an extempore pr-1yer, _l~i~t• 

· before- fllcc; ha<.tb cc f pokcn twenty words, her 
d'~u~r ~em't runnin~iaYrry,hai:Uly,ttUing htr 
a ·~tlemas?Jt BloomsvN,,y -ftay~d fpta1f.c .. ~it-h' 
tier ~bout u,~tocoaftbn ; whichthtarit1g, Ofc«· 
leapt PQt-or. her prayi~ intb :thir fe:trous~ ~&ltira 
UfDl,.:l think ~t bttBl'-6 nglIQft) ·,n,ttac 
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alishticyCoun,iwl10m l"p,romift'tl ·mi •day t.o 
meet withall: whcr~upon Ole left her pulpir,fprcd 
the cloath,and brought h~r. qoffips in a Rig~ ac-
cording ro her. premifc; who ,fc~ heartily,and. fa 

-' departed. So much.at th~, ti~~_f9~_lt1(d~lrfcx f~f . ,, 
m,1.:,;J'ea~hcts. · ' • · · ·. 

\ , Now give .met leave to !ake ~are,, and goc to 
Gravc{end, and fo fur.thcr into .Kent,whcrc:-1 flull 

, fell y-ou of one .1011n .!J,11/ord~in the :rownc of Fe•· 
v<riliam,·who.taught.in·.Fev~rlh.1m,thac husbands 
being f uch as croficd: their ,-wives_ wills ',. ~igllt 
lawfuUy be f or!aken. "· · · 
, Then wasthcrt:oneS#{''4·M,iy.of Alhford in 
the County of Ktnt alfo which prtachrd in ;i 
Barnc·thcre;that the Divcll was. the father' of the: 
Po.pc:, . the Pope the fathc.r · of ,thole.which did 
wcarc Surplices; wher~for.e coofrqucmtly". th~ 
~ .di was the father of all thofc -wh1ch . .did not-
love 'Puritans. , ,. : 

There was li~cwifeone ili~•ie1h B1111c,oft in E-
ly in .. Cambridgcfhirt9, wh~rc B1iliop Wrtn firft 
going to plac~ A-ltars there, .preached bchindc the: , 
Minitl:,r upon a faturday ,that-it was fie.upon Sun .. 
day to facrificc the PoF-Cs Bird epo.n:hi1owne AI ... · 
tar • . 

Then lalUy, there was one AraJetlA rh,,.M, ·a 
/ W clch woman, which lived in the Citic of SaJi{. 

bury, which preached,. · an'd in her Sermon 1aid, 
that none but'luch painfull creatures as her fclfc: 
filo1dd goc to heaven : forthofc Miniftcrs which 
tl_id1f!ot prca~h ~wi~e 11poa e~~ry Sa.~ba~h day,1h~ 

·[~id, 



laid, that wry lbottly the blactcc Ravea by day; and the white Owle _by night fftould fcratch out their eyes. , 1 
' 

Thus have I declared lomc of the female Acaw dcmics,but where: their Univcrfitic: is, I cannot - tcU, but I fuppolc t~at . Bedlam or Bridewell woqld be two convenient places for thtm. Is it not fufficient that they may have the Gof p:l tru-ly and fioccrdy prcach~d unto tlirm) but they muft take their Minifl:crs office: from them'! If there had 'been f uch ia dearth of the: Gofpcl as there was in the rcignc pf Q_M,ry,it had been an occafion fomewhat urgent. But God bee praifcd it was not f o, but thJt they f cc:mcd to bee ambiti-ous., and bccaufc they would have luperjority, they would gtt upon a ftoole, or in a tub in fi:cad of a pulpit. At this time I have dcfcrib~d but fix ' of thcm,cre lot1g I fear I lhall relate: more, I pray, , God I have nocaufc,; and lo for this time I con ... , 
. . ' 
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